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WARREN   HASTINGS. 


FRIDAY,  30th  MAY,   17»4. 

SECOND  DAY  OF  REPLY. 


(Mb.  Bvbee.) 
My  Lobdb, — On  the  last  day  of  the  sitting  of  this  court, 
when  I  had  the  honour  of  appearing  before  you  by  the  order 
of  my  fellow-managers,  I  stated  to  you  their  observations  and 
my  own  upon  two  great  points ;  one  the  demeanour  of  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar  during  his  trial,  and  the  other  the  princi- 
ples of  his  defence.  I  compared  that  demeanour  with  the 
behaviour  of  some  of  the  greatest  men  in  this  kingdom,  who 
have,  on  account  of  their  offences,  been  brought  to  your  bar, 
and  who  have  seldom  escaped  your  lordships'  justice.  I  put 
the  decency,  humility,  and  propriety  of  the  most  distinguished 
men's  behaviour  in  contrast  with  the  shameless  effirontery  of 
this  prisoner,  who  has  presumptuously  made  a  recriminatory 
charge  against  the  House  of  Commons,  and  answered  their 
impeachment  by  a  counter-impeachment,  explicitly  accusing 
them  of  malice,  oppression,  ana  the  blackest  ingratitude. 

My  lords,  I  next  stated  that  this  recriminatory  charge  con- 
sisted of  two  distinct  parts,  injustice  and  delay.  To  the  in- 
justice we  are  to  answer,  by  the  nature  and  proof  of  the 
charges  which  we  have  brought  before  you ;  and  to  the  de- 
lav,  my  lords,  we  have  answered  in  another  place.  Into  one 
of  the  consequences  of  the  delay,  t^e  ruinous  expense  which 
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the  prisoner  complains  of,  we  have  desired  your  lordships  to 
make  an  inquiry,  and  have  referred  you  to  facts  and  wit- 
nesses, which  will  remove  this  part  of  the  charge. 

With  regard  to  ingratitude,  there  will  be  a  proper  time  for 
animadversion  on  this  charge.  For  in  considering  the  merits 
that  are  intended  to  he  4Bet  off  «igainst  his  crimes,  we  shall 
have  to  examine  into  the  nature  of  those  merits,  and  to  as- 
certain how  far  they  are  to  operate,  either  as  the  prisoner 
designs  they  shall  operate  in  his  favour,  as  presumptive 
proofs  that  a  man  of  such  merits  could  not  be  guilty  of  such 
crimes,  or  as  a  sort  of  set-off  to  be  pleaded  in  mitigation  of 
his  offences.  In  both  of  these  lights  we  shall  consider  his 
services,  and  in  this  consideration  we  shaU  determine  the 
justice  of  his  charge  of  ingratitude. 

My  lords,  we  have  brought  the  demeanour  of  the  prisoner 
before  you  for  another  reason.  We  are  desirous  that  your 
lordships  may  be  enabled  to  estimate,  from  the  proud  pre- 
sumption and  audacity  of  the  criminal  at  your  bar,  when  he 
stands  before  the  most  awful  tribunal  in  the  world,  accused 
by  a  body  representing  no  less  than  the  sa^^d  voice  of  his 
countrv — what  he  must  have  feeen  when  placed  in  the  seat 
of  pride  and  pow«r.  What  mttst  haive  heoR  the  insolence 
of  that  laan  towards  the  nativiss  of  Indm,  who,  when  called 
here  to  answer  for  enormous  crimes,  presumes  to  behave,  not 
with  the  ffrmneas  of  innocence,  but  with  the  audacity  and 
hardness  of  guilt  ? 

it  may  be  necessary  that  I  should  necall  to  yoixr  lordships' 
reoolleotion  the  principles  of  the  accusation  and  of  the  de- 
fence. Your  lordships  will  bear  in  mind,  that  the  matters 
of  fact  aaje  all  either  settled  by  tjonfesaion  or  conviction,  and 
that  the  question  now  before  yom.  is  no  longer  an  issue  of 
fact,  but  an  issue  of  low.  The  question  is,  what  degree  of 
merit  or  demerit  you  are  to  assigii  by  law  to  actions  which 
have  been  laid  before  you,  and  their  truth  acknowledged. 
The  princi|^e  being  establi^ed,  that  you  are  to  decide  upon 
an  issue  at  law,  we  examined  by  what  law  the  prisoner  ought 
to  be  tried ;  and  we  preferred  a  claim  which  we  do  now  so- 
lemnly prefer,  and  which  we  trust  your  lordships  will  concur 
with  us  in  a  laudable  emulati^pr  to  establish ;  a  claim  founded 
upon  the  great  truths,  thafall  power  is  limited  by  law,  and 
ought  to  be  guided  by  disJretion  and  not  by  arbitrary  will : 
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— that  all  discretion  must  be  referred  to  the  conservation  and  ^^ 
benefit  of  those  over  whom  power  is  exercised ;  an<^i]j|refore  X(  \ 
must  be  guided  by  rules  of  sound  political  morality.  / 

We  next  contended,  that,  wherever  existing  laws  were  j 
applicable,  the  prisons  at  your  bar  was  bound  by  the  laws 
and  statutes  of  this  kingdom  as  a  British  subject ;  and  that, 
whenever  he  exercised  authority  in  the  name  of  the  Com- 
pany, or  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty,  or  under  any  other 
name,  he  was  bound  by  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this  king- 
dom, both  in  letter  and  spirit,  so  far  as  they  were  applica- 
ble to  him  and  to  his  case ;  and  above  aU,  that  he  was 
bound  by  the  act  to  which  he  owed  his  appointment,  in  all 
transactions  with  foreign  powers,  to  act  according  to  the 
known  recognised  rules  of  the  law  of  nations ;  whether 
these  powers  were  really  or  nominally  sovereign,  whether. 
they  were  dependent  or  independent. 

The  next  poiuft  which  we  established,  and  which  we  now' 
call  to  your  lordships'  recollection,  is,  that  he  was  bound  to 
proceed  according  to  the  laws,  rights,  laudable  customs, 
privileges,  and  franchises  of  the  counlry  that  he  governed;  and 
we  contended  that  to  such  laws,  rights,  privileges,  and  fran-  * 
chises,  the  people  of  the  couirtry  had  a  clear  and  just  claim.  ^ 

Having  established  these  points  as  the  basis  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's general  power,  we  contended  that  he  was  obliged  by 
the  nature  of  his  relation,  as  a  servant  to  the  Company,  to  be 
obedient  to  their  orders  at  all  times ;  and  particularly  where 
he  had  entered  into  special  covenants  regarding  special  articles 
of  obedience.  These  are  the  principleB  by  which  we  have 
examined  the  conduct  of  this  man,  and  upon  which  we  have 
brought  him  to  your  lordships'  bar  for  judgment.  This  is 
our  table  of  the  law.  Tour  lordships  shall  now  be  shown 
the  table  by  which  he  claims  to  be  judged ;  but  I  will  first 
beg  your  lordships  -to  take  notice  of  the  utter  contempt 
with  which  he  treats  all  our  acts  of  parliament.  Speaking 
of  the  absolute  sovereignty  which  he  would  have  you  be- 
lieve is  exercised  by  the  princes  of  India,  he  says,  "  The 
sovereignty  which  they  assumed,  it  feM  to  my  lot  very  un- 
expectedly to  exert,  and  whether  or  not  such  power  or 
powers  OT  that  nature  were  delegated  to  me  by  any  pro- 
visions of  any  act  of  parliament,  I  confess  myself  too  little 
of  a  lawyer  to  pronounce,"  and  so  on.     This  is  the  manner 
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in  which  he  treats  an  act  of  parliament !  In  the  place  of 
acts  of  parliament  he  substitutes  his  own  arbitrary  will.  This 
he  contends  is  the  sole  law  of  the  country  he  governed,  as 
laid  down  in  what  he  caUs  the  arbitrary  institutes  of  Grhinges 
Khltn  and  Tamerlane.  This  arbitrary  will  he  claims,  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  Glentoo  law,  the  Mahomedan  law,  and  the  law 
of  his  own  country.  He  claims  the  right  of  making  his  own 
will  the  sole  rule  of  his  government,  and  justifies  the  exercise 
of  this  power  by  the  examples  of  Aliverm  Khan,  Cossim  Ali 
Khan,  Sujah  Dowlah  Eiian,  and  aU.  those  Khans  who  have 
rebelled  against  their  masters,  and  desolated  the  countries  sub- 
jected to  their  rule.  This,  my  lords,  is  the  law  which  he  lias 
laid  down  for  himself,  and  these  are  the  examples  which  he 
has  expressly  told  the  House  of  Commons  he  is  resolved  to 
follow.  These  examples,  my  lords,  and  the  principles  with 
which  they  are  connected,  without  any  softening  or  mitiga- 
tion, he  has  prescribed  to  you  as  the  rule  by  which  his  con- 
duct is  to  be  judged. 

Another  principle  of  the  prisoner  is,  that  whenever  the 
Company's  affairs  are  in  distress,  even  when  that  distress  pro- 
ceeds from  his  own  prodigality,  mismanagement,  or  corrup^on, 
he  has  a  right  to  take  for  the  Company's  benefit  privately  in 
his  own  name,  with  the  future  application  of  it  to  their  use 
reserved  in  his  own  breast,  every  Mnd  of  bribe  or  corrupt  pre- 
sent whatever. 

I  have  now  restated  to  your  lordships  the  maxims  by 
which  the  prisoner  persists  in  defending  himself,  and  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  we  claim  to  have  him  judged.  The  issue 
before  your  lordships  is  a  hundred  times  more  important  than 
the  cause  itself,  for  it  is  to  determine  by  what  law  or  maxims 
of  law  the  conduct  of  governors  is  to  be  judged, 
f  On  one  side,  your  lordships  have  the  prisoner  declaring  that 
I  the  people  have  no  laws,  no  rights,  no  usages,  no  distinctions 
!  of  rank,  no  sense  of  honour,  no  property ;  in  short,  that  they 
*  are  nothing  but  a  herd  of  slaves  to  oe  governed  by  the  arbi- 
trary vnll  of  a  master.  On  the  other  side,  we  assert  that  the 
direct  contrary  of  this  is  true.J  And  to  prove  our  assertion 
we  have  referred  you  to  the  Bfititutes  of  Ghinges  KMn  and 
of  Tamerlane :  we  have  referred  you  to  the  Mahomedan  law, 
which  is  binding  upon  all,  from  the  crowned  head  to  the 
meanest  subject ;   a  law  interwoven  with  a  system  of  the 
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wisest,  the  most  learned,  and  most  enlightened  jurisprudence ' 
that  perhaps  ever  existed  in  the  world.     "We  have  shown  you, 
that  if  these  parties  are  to  be  compared  together,  it  is  not 
the  rights  of  the  people  which  are  nothing,  hut  rather  the 


rights  of  the  sovereign  which  are  so.     The  rights   of  the  ^-V 
people  are  evervthin^,  as  thev  ought  to  he  in  tU  fn»A  <itiH     .  T^^ 
Blttuy&l  OTdCT  ot  t"ijPPg:     9od  forbid  that  these  maxims  -^ 
should  trench  upon  sovereignty,  and  its  true,  just,  and  lawful 

Prerogative  Lflji  the  contrary,  they  ought  to  support  and  estab- 
flhthem.  [The  sovereign's  rights  are  undoubtedly  sacred  "^ 
rights,  and  ought  to  be  so  held  in  every  country  in  the  \j 
world ;  because  exercised  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  and   /T^ 
in  subordination  to  that  great  end  for  which  alone  God  has  fx^ 
vested  power  in  any  man  or  any  set  of  men.     This  is  the    tJC 
law  that  we  insist  upon,  and  these  are  the  principles  upon    i 
which  your  lordships  are  to  try  the  prisoner  at  your  barTI 

Let  me  remind  your  lordships  that  these  people  lived  under*  ^^^^ 
the  laws  to  which  I  have  referred  jou,  and  that  th6se  laws  were  V 
formed  whilst  we,  I  may  say,  were  in  the  forest ;   certainly  \ 
before  we  knew  what  technical  jurisprudence  was.     These 
laws  are  allowed  to  be  the  basis  and  substratum  of  the  man- 
ners, customs,  and  opinions  of  the  people  of  India ;  and  we 
contend  that  Mr.  Hastings  is  bound  to  know  them  and  to  act  ^ 
by  them ;  and  I  shall  prove  that  the  very  condition  upon 
which  he  received  power  in  Indm  was  to  protect  the  people 
in  their  laws  and  mown  rights.  '^But  whether  Mr.  Hastings 
did  know  these  laws,  or  whether,  content  with  credit  gained 
by  as  base  a  fraud  as  was  ever  practised,  he  did  not  read  the 
books  which  Nobkissin  paid  for,  we  take  the  benefit  of 
them ;  we  know  and  speak  after  knowledge  of  them.     And 
although  I  believe  his  counsel  have  never  read  them,  I 
should  be  sorry  to  stand  in  this  place,  if  there  was  one  word 
and  tittle  in  these  books  that  I  had  not  read  over. 

"We  therefore  come  here  and  declare  to  you  that  he  is  not 
borne  out  by  these  institutes,  either  in  their  general  spirit  or 
in  any  particular  passage  to  which  he  has  had  the  impudence  to 
appeal,  in  the  ^sumption  of  the  arbitrary  power  which  he 
has  exercised.  jWe  claim  that,  as  our  own  government  and 
every  person  exercising  authority  in  Grreat  Britain  is  bound 
by  the  laws  of  Q-reat  Britain,  so  every  person  exercising  au- 
thority in  another  country  shall  be  subject  to  the  laws  of 
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Lthat  country;   since  otherwise  they  break  the  very  cove- 
nant^ by  which  we  hold  our  power  ther^T  Even  u  these 
institutes  had  been  arbitrary,  which  they  are  not,  they  might 
have  been  excused  as  the  acts  of  conquerors.    But,  mv  lords, 
he  is  no  conqueror,  nor  anything  but  what  you  see  him  ;  a 
bad  scribbler  of  absurd  papers,  in  which  he  can  put  no  two 
sentences  together  without  contradiction.     We  know  him 
in  no  other  character  than  that  of  having  been  a  bullock  con- 
tractor for  some  years ;  of  having  acted  fraudulently  in  that 
capacity,  and  anerwards    giving   fraudulent   contracts    to 
others ;  and  yet  I  will  maintain  that  the  first  conquerors  of 
the  world  would  have  been  base  and  abandoned  if  they  had 
assumed  such  a  right  as  he  dares  to  claim.     It  is  the  glory 
of  all  such  great  men  to  have  for  tiieir  motto,  Fttrcere  svh^ 
jectis  et  deheUa/re  st^erhos.    These  were  men  that  said  they 
would  recompense  the  countries  which  they  had  obtained 
through  torrents  of  blood,  through  carnage  and  violence,  by 
the'justice  of  their  institutions,  the  mildness  of  their  laws, 
and  the  equity  of  their  government.     Even  if  these  con- 
querors had  promulgated  arbitrary  institutes,  instead  of  dis- 
claiming them  in  every  point,  you,  my  lords,  would  never 
suffer  such  principles  of  defence  to  be  urged  here ;  still  les* 
will  you  suffer  the  examples  of  men  acting  by  violence,  of 
men  acting  by  wrong, — the  example   of  a  man  who  ha» 
become  a  rebel  to  his  sovereign  in  order  that  he  should  be- 
come the  tyrant  of  his  people,  to  be  examples  for  a  British 
governor,  or  for  any  governor.    We  here  confidently  pretest 
against  this  mode  of  justification,  and  we  maintain  that  his 
pretending  to  follow  these  examples  is  in  itself  a  crime; 
the  prisoner  has  ransacked  all  Asia  for  principles  of  despot- 
ism ;  he  has  ransacked  all  the  bad  and  corrupted  part  of  it 
for  tyrannical  examples  to  justify  himself;  and  certainly  in 
no  other  way  can  he  be  justified. 

Having  established  the  falsehood  of  the  first  principle  of 
the  prisoner's  defence,  that  sovereignty,  wherever  it  exists 
in  India,  implies  in  its  nature  and  essence  a  power  of  exact- 
ing anything  from  the  subject,  and  disposing  of  his  person 
and  properly, — ^we  now  come  to  his  second  assertion,  that 
he  was  the  true,  full,  and  perfect  representative  of  that  sove- 
reignty in  India. 

In  opposition  to  this  assertion  we  first  do  positively  deny 
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that  lie  or  the  Company  are  the  perfect  represfflfiSveof  any 
soyereign  power  whatever.  They  hare  certain  rights  by 
their  charter  and  by  acts  of  parliament,  but  they  have  no 
other.  They  have  their  legal  rights  only,  and  these  do  not 
imply  any  such  thing  as  sovereign  power.  The  sovereignty  of 
Gh^t  Britain  is  in  the  king  ;  he  is  the  sovereign  of  the  Lords 
and  the  sovereign  of  the  Commons,  individually  and  coUec- 
trrely ;  and  as  he  has  his  prerogative  established  by  law,  he 
must  exercise  it,  and  all  persons  claiming  and  derivmg  under 
kim,  whether  by  act  of  parliament,  whether  by  charter  of  the 
crown,  or  by  any  other  mode  whatever,  all  are  alike  bound 
by  law,  and  responsible  to  it.  No  one  can  assume  or  receive 
any  power  of  sovereignty^  be«iuse  the  sovereignty  is  in  the 
crown,  and  cannot  be  delegated  away  from  the  crown ;  no  such 
delegation  ever  took  place,  or  ever  was  intended ;  as  any  one 
may  see  in  the  act  by  which  Mr.  Hastings  was  nominated 
governor.  He  cannot,  therefore,  exercise  that  high  supreme 
sovereignty,  which  ia  vested  by  the  law,  with  the  consent  of 
both  Houses  of  parliament,  in  the  king,  and  in  the  king  only. 
It  ifl  a  violent,  rebellious  assumption  of  power,  when  Mr. 
Hastings  pretends  fiilly,  perfectly,  and  entu^ly  to  represent 
the  sovereign  of  this  country,  and  to  exercise  legislative, 
executive,  said  judicial  authority  with  as  large  and  broad  a 
away  as  his  Majesty,  acting  with  the  consent  of  the  two 
houses  of  parliament,  and  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  this  king- 
dom. I  say,  my  lords,  this  is  a  tiraitorous  and  rebellious  as- 
sumption which  he  has  no  right  to  make,  and  which  we 
charge  against  him,  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  urged  in  jus- 
tification of  his  conduct  in  any  respect. 

He  next  alleges,  with  reference  to  one  particular  case,  that 
he  received  this  sovereignty  from  the  Vizier  Sujah  Dowlah, 
who,  he  pretends,  was  sovereign,  with  an  unlimited  power 
over  the  life,  goods,  wid  property  of  Cheit  Sing.  This  we 
positively  d^y.  Whatever  power  the  supreme  sovereign  of 
the  empire  had,  we  deny  that  it  was  delegated  to  Sujah 
Dowlah.  He  never  was  in  possession  of  it.  He  was  a 
rizier  of  the  empire ;  he  had  a  grant  of  certain  lands  for  the 
support  of  that  dignity,  and  we  refer  you  to  the  institutes  of 
Timour,  to  the  institutes  of  Akbar,  to  the  institutes  of  the 
Mahomedan  law,  for  the  powers  of  delegated  governors  and 
viceroys.    Tou  will  find  that  there  is  not  a  trace  of  sove- 
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reignty  in  them ;  but  that  they  are,  to  all  intents  and  pur* 
poses,  mere  subjects ;  and  consequently,  as  Sujah  Dowlah  bad 
not  these  powers,  he  could  not  transfer  them  to  the  India 
Company.     His  master,  the  Mogul  emperor,  had  them  not. 
I  defy  any  man  to  show  an  instance  of  that  emperor's  claim- 
ing any  such  thing  as  arbitrary  power ;  much  less  can  it  be 
claimed  by  a  rebellious  viceroy  who  had  broken  loose  from 
his  sovereign's  authority,  just  as  this  man  broke  loose  from 
the  authority  of  parliament.    The  one  had  not  a  right  to 
give,  nor  the  other  to  receive,  such  powers ;   but  whatever 
rights  were  vested  in  the  Mogul,  they  cannot  belong  either 
to  Sujah  Dowlah,  to  Mr.  Hastmgs,  or  to  the  Company.  These 
latter  are  expressly  bound  by  their  compact  to  take  care  of 
the  subjects  of  the  empire,  and  to  govern  them  according  to 
law,  reason,  and  equity ;  and  when  they  do  otherwise,  they 
are  guilty  of  tyranny,  of  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  the 
people,  and  of  rebellion  against  their  sovereign. 

We  have  taken  these  pains  to  ascertain  and  fix  principles, 
because  your  lordships  are  not  called  upon  to  judge  of  facts. 
A  juiy  may  find  facts,  but  no  jury  can  form  a  judgment  of 
law ;  it  is  an  application  of  the  law  to  the  fact  that  makes 
the  act  criminal  or  laudable.     You  must  find  a  fixed  stand- 
ard of  some  kind  or  other ;  for  if  there  is  no  standard  but 
the  immediate  momentary  purpose  of  the  day,  guided  and 
governed  by  the  man  who  uses  it,  fixed  not  only  for  the  dis- 
position of  all  the  wealth  and  strength  of  the  state,  but  for 
the  life,  fortune,  and  property  of  every  individual,  your  lord- 
ships are  left  vsdthout  a  principle  to  direct  your  judgment. 
This  high  court — ^this  supreme  court  of  appeal  from  all  the 
courts  of  the  kingdom — this  highest  court  of  criminal  juris- 
diction, exercised  upon  the  requisition  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, if  left  without  a  rule,  would  be  as  lawless  as  the  wild 
savage,  and  as  unprincipled  as  the  prisoner  that  stands  at 
your  bar.     Our  whole  issue  is  upon  principles,  and  what  I 
shall  say  to  you  will  be  in  perpetual  reference  to  them,  be- 
cause it  is  better  to  have  no  principles  at  all  than  to  have 
false  principles  of  government  and  of  morality.     Leave  a 
man  to  his  passions,  and  you  leave  a  wild  beast  to  a  savage 
and  capricious  nature.     A  wild  beast  indeed,  when  its  stom- 
ach is  full,  will  caress  you,  and  may  lick  your  hands  ;  in  like 
manner,  when  a  tyrant  is  pleased,  or  his  passion  satiated,  you 
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may  have  a  bappy  and  serene  day  under  an  arbitrary  govern- 
ment. But  v^hen  the  principle  founded  on  solid  reason, 
which  ought  to  restrain  passion,  is  perverted  from  its  proper 
end,  the  fabe  principle  will  he  substituted  for  it,  and  then 
man  becomes  ten  times  worse  than  a  wild  beast.  The  evil 
principle,  grown  solid  and  perennial,  goads  him  on  and  takes 
entire  possession  of  his  mind ;  and  then  perhaps  the  best 
refuge  that  you  can  have  from  that  diabolical  principle  is  in 
the  natural  wild  passions  and  unbridled  appetites  of  mankind. 
This  is  a  dreadml  state  of  things ;  and  therefore  we  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  say  a  great  deal  upon  his  principles. 

My  lords,  we  come  ne^  to  apply  these  principles  to  fiicts 
which  cannot  otherwise  be  judged,  as  we  have  contended  and 
do  now  contend.  I  wiU  not  go  over  facts  which  have  been 
<^>ened  to  you  by  my  feUow-managers  :  if  I  did  so,  I  should 
appear  to  have  a  distrust,  which  I  am  sure  no  other  man  has, 
of  the  greatest  abilities  displayed  in  the  greatest  of  all  causes. 
I  should  be  guilty  of  a  presumption  which  I  hope  I  shall  not 
dream  of,  but  leave  to  those  who  exercise  arbitrary  power, 
in  supposing  that  I  could  go  over  the  ground  which  my 
fellow-managers  have  once  trodden,  and  make  anything  more 
clear  and  forcible  than  they  have  done.  In  my  humble 
opinion,  human  ability,  cannot  go  further  than  they  have 
gone :  and  if  I  ever  allude  to  anything  which  thev  have  already 
touched,  it  will  be  to  show  it  in  another  light ; — to  mart 
more  particularly  its  departure  from  the  principles  upon 
which  we  contend  you  ought  to  judge ;  or  to  supply  those 
parts  which  through  bodily  infirmity,  and  I  am  sure  nothing 
else,  one  of  my  excellent  fellow-managers  has  left  untouched. 
I  am  here  alluding  to  the  case  of  Oheit  Sing. 

My  honourable  fellow-manager,  Mr.  Grrey,  has  stated  to  you 
all  the  circumstances  requisite  to  prove  two  things: — First, 
that  the  demands  made  by  Mr.  Hastiags  upon  Cheit  Sing 
were  contrary  to  fundamental  treaties  between  the  Company 
and  that  Bajah ; — ^and  next,  that  th^  were  the  result  and  effect 
of  private  malice  and  corruption.  This  having  been  stated  and 
proved  to  you,  I  shall  take  up  the  subject  where  it  was  left. 

My  lords,  in  the  first  place  I  have  to  remark  to  you,  that 
the  whole  of  the  charge  originally  brought  by  Mr.  Hastings 
against  Cheit  Sing,  in  justification  of  his  wicked  and  tyran- 
nical proceedings,  is,  that  he  had  been   dilatory,  evasive. 
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shuffling,  and  unwilling  to  pay  that  which,  however  unw^ling^ 
evasive,  and  shuffling,  he  did  paj.  And  that  with  regard  ta 
the  husiness  of  famishing  cavalry,  the  Bajah  has  asserted,  and 
his  assertion  has  not  been  denied,  that  when  he  was  desired 
by  the  council  to  famish  these  troopers,  the  purpose  fm? 
which  this  application  was  made  was  not  mentioned  oir 
alluded  to,  nor  was  there  any  place  of  muster  pointed  out. 
We  therefore  contended  that  the  demand  was  not  made  for 
the  service  of  the  state,  but  for  the  oppression  of  the  individual 
that  suffered  by  it. 

But  admitting  the  Bajah  to  have  been  guilty  of  delay  and 
unwillingness,  what  is  the  nature  of  the  offence  ?  If  you 
strip  it  of  the  epithets  by  which  it  has  been  disguised,  it 
merely  amounts  to  an  unwillingness  in  the  Bajah  to  pay 
more  than  the  sums  stipulated  by  the  mutual  agreement  exist- 
ing between  him  and  the  Company.  This  is  the  whole  of  it ; 
the  whole  front  and  head  of  the  offence ;  and  for  this  ofience, 
such  as  it  is,  and  admitting  that  he  could  be  legally  fined  for 
it,  he  was  subjected  to  the  secret  punishment  of  giving  a  bribe 
to  Mr.  Hastings,  by^  which  he  was  to  buy  off  the  fine,  and 
which  was  consequently  a  commutation  for  it. 

That  your  lordships  may  be  enabled  to  judge  m<MPe  fully 
of  the  nature  of  this  offence,  let  us  see  in  what  relation  Cheit 
Sing  stood  with  the  Company.  He  was,  my  lords,  a  perison 
clothed  with  every  one  of  the  attributes  of  sovereignty,  under 
a  direct  stipulation  that  the  Company  should  not  interfere 
in  his  internal  government.  The  military  and  civil  authority, 
the  power  of  life  and  death,  the  whole  revenue,  and  the  whole 
administration  of  the  law,  rested  in  him.  Such  was  the 
sovereignty  he  possessed  within  Benares ;  but  he  was  a  sub- 
ordinate sovereign,  dependent  upon  a  superior,  according  to 
the  tenor  of  his  compaict,  expressed  or  implied.  Now  having 
contended,  as  we  still  contend,  that  the  law  of  nations  is  tl^ 
law  of  India  as  well  as  of  Europe,  because  it  is  the  law  of 
reason  and  the  law  of  nature,  drawn  from  the  pure  sources  of 
morality,  of  public  good,  and  of  natural  equity,  and  recognised' 
and  digested  into  order  by  the  labour  of  learned  men,  I  will 
refer  your  lordships  to  Vattel,  book  1,  cap.  16,  where  he  treats 
of  the  breach  of  such  agreements,  by  the  protector  reusing 
to  give  protection,  or  the  protected  refusing  to  perform  his 
part  of  the  engagement.     My  design,  in  referring  you  to  this 
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author,  is  to  prove  that  Cheit  Sing,  so  far  from  being  blara- 
able  in  raising  objections  to  the  unauthorized  demuid  made 
upcHi  him  by  Mr.  B^tings^  was  absolutely  bound  to  do  so, 
nor  could  he  have  done  otherwise,  without  hazarding  the 
whcde  benefit  of  the  agreement  upon  which  his  subjection  and 
protection  were  founded.  The  law  is  the  same  with  respect  to 
both  contracting  parties ;  if  the  protected  or  protector  does  not 
folfil  with  fidelity  each  Ms  separate  stipulation,  the  protected 
may  resist  the  unauthcnized  demand  of  the  protector,  or  the 
protector  is  disdiarged  from  his  engagement ;  he  may  refuse 
protection,  and  dec&re  the  treaty  broken. 

"We  contend  in  favour  of  Cheit  Sing,  in  support  of  the  prrn- 
cqdee  of  natural  equity  and  of  the  law  of  nations,  which  is 
the  birthright  of  us  afl, — we  contend,  I  say,  that  Cheit  Sing 
would  have  established,  in  the  opinions  of  the  best  writers 
OB  the  law  of  nations,  a  precedent  against  himself  for  any 
future  violation  of  the  engagement,  if  he  submitted  to  any 
new  demand,  without  what  our  laws  call  a  continual  claim 
oe  perpetual  remonstrance  against  the  imposition.  Instead, 
therefore,  of  doing  that  which  was  criminal,  he  did  that 
whidi  his  safety  and  his  duty  bound  him  to  do,  and  for  doing 
this  he  was  considered  by  Mr.  Hastings  as  being  guilty  of  a 
great  crime.  In  a  paper  which  was  published  by  the  pri- 
soner, in  justification  of  this  act,  he  considers  the  Itajah  to 
have  been  guilty  of  rebellious  intentions ;  and  he  represents 
these  acts  of  contumacy,  as  he  calls  them,  not  as  proofs  of 
contumacy  merely,  but  as  proofs  of  a  settled  design  to  rebel, 
and  to  throw  off  the  authority  of  that  nation  by  which  he 
was  protected.  This  belief  he  deekres  on  oath  to  be  the 
ground  of  his  conduct  towards  Cheit  Sing. 

Now,  my  lords^  we  do  contend,  that  if  any  subject  under 
any  name,  or  of  any  description,  be  not  engaged  in  public 
open  rebeliicm,  but  continues  to  acknowledge  the  authority 
of  his  sovereign,  and  if  tributary  to  pay  tribute  conformably 
to  agreement,  such  a  subject,  in  case  of  being  suspected  of 
having  formed  traitorous  designs,  ought  to  be  treated  in  a 
manner  totallv  different  from  that  which  was  adopted  by  Mr. 
Hastings.  If  the  £ajah  of  Benares  had  formed  a  secret  con- 
spiracy, Mr.  Hastings  had  a  staie  duty  and  a  judicial  duty  to 
perform.  He  was  bound,  as  Gbvemor,  knowing  of  such  a 
conspiracy,  to  provide  for  the  public  safety ;  and  as  a  judge,  he 
was  bound  to  convene  a  criminal  co'irt,  and  to  lay  before 
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it  a  detailed  accusation  of  the  offence.  He  was  bound  to 
proceed  publicly  and  legally  against  the  accused,  and  to  con- 
vict him  of  his  crime,  previous  to  his  inflicting  or  forming 
any  intention  of  inflicting  punishment.  I  sav,  my  lords, 
that  Mr.  Hastings,  as  a  magistrate,  was  bound  to  proceed 
against  the  Eajah  either  by  ^j^glish  law,  by  Mahomedan  law, 
or  by  the  Gentoo  law ;  and  that  by  all  or  any  of  these  laws 
he  was  bound  to  make  the  accused  acquainted  with  the 
crime  alleged,  to  hear  his  answer  to  the  charge,  and  to  pro- 
duce evidence  against  him,  in  an  open,  clear,  and  judicial 
manner.  And  here,  my  lords,  we  have  again  to  remark  that 
the  Mahomedan  law  is  a  great  discriminator  of  persons,  and 
that  it  prescribes  the  mode  of  proceeding  against  those  who 
are  accused  of  any  delinquency  requiring  punishment,  with  a 
reference  to  the  oistinction  and  rank  which  the  accused  held 
in  society.  TJhe  proceedings  are  exceedingly  sober,  regular, 
and  respectful,  even  to  criminals  charged  with  the  h^hest 
crimes ;  and  every  magistrate  is  required  to  exercise  his  office 
in  the  prescribed  manner.  In  the  Hedaia,  after  declaring  and 
discussing  the  propriety  of  the  cauzy's  sitting  openly  in  the 
execution  of  his  office,  it  is  added,  that  there  is  no  impro- 
priety in  the  cauzy  sitting  in  his  own  house  to  pass  judg- 
ment ;  but  it  is  requisite  that  he  give  orders  for  a  free  access 
to  the  people.  It  then  proceeds  thus :  "  It  is  requisite  that 
such  people  sit  along  with  the  cauzy  as  were  used  to  sit 
with  him,  prior  to  his  appointment  to  the  office;  because,  if  he 
were  to  sit  alone  in  his  house,  he  would  thereby  give  rise  to 
suspicion.'*^ 

My  lords,  having  thus  seen  what  the  duty  of  a  judge  is  in 
such  a  case,  let  us  examine  whether  Mr.  Hastings  observed 
any  part  of  the  prescribed  rules.  First,  with  regard  to  the 
publicity  of  the  matter.  Did  he  ever  give  any  notice  to  the 
supreme  council  of  the  charges  which  he  says  he  had  re- 
ceived against  Cheit  Sing  P  Did  he  accuse  the  Eajah  in  the 
council,  even  when  it  was  reduced  to  himself  and  his  poor, 
worn-down,  cowed,  and  I  am  afraid,  bribed  colleague,  Mr. 
Wheler  ?  Did  he  even  then,  I  ask,  produce  any  one  charge 
against  this  man  ?  He  sat  in  council  as  a  judge ;  as  an  Eng- 
lish judge;  as  a  Mahomedan  Judge;  as  a  judge  by  the 
Gentoo  law,  and  by  the  law  of  nature.  He  should  have 
summoned  the  party  to  appear  in  person,  or  by  his  attorney, 
'  Hedaia,  vol.  ii.  p.  621. 
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before  him,  and  should  have  there  informed  him  of  the 
charge  against  him.  But,  my  lords,  he  did  not  act  thus.  He 
kept  the  accusation  secret  in  his  own  bosom.  And  why  ? 
Because  he  did  not  belieye  it  to  be  true.  This  maj  at  least 
be  inferred  from  his  haying  never  informed  the  council  of 
the  matter.  He  never  informed  the  Eajah  of  Benares  of  the 
suspicions  entertamed  against  him,  during  the  discussions 
which  took  place  respecting  the  multiplied  demands  that 
were  made  upon  him.  He  never  told  this  victim,  as  he  has 
had  the  audacity  to  tell  us  and  all  this  kingdom,  in  the  paper 
tiiat  is  before  your  lordships,  that  he  looked  upon  these  re- 
fusals to  comply  with  his  demands  to  be  overt  acts  of  rebel- 
lion ;  nor  did  he  ever  caU  upon  him  to  answer  or  to  justify 
himself  with  regard  to  that  imputed  conspiracy  or  rebellion. 
Did  he  teU  Sadimund,  the  Bajah's  agent,  when  that  agent  was 
giving  him  a  bribe  or  a  present  in  secret,  and  was  thus  en- 
deavouring to  deprecate  his  wrath,  that  he  accepted  that  bribe 
because  his  master  was  in  rebellion  ?  Never,  my  lords ;  nor 
did  he,  when  he  first  reached  Benares  and  had  the  Eajah  in 
his  power,  suggest  one  word  concerning  this  rebellion.  Did 
he,  when  he  met  Mr.  Markham  at  Bauglepore,  where  they 
consulted  about  the  destruction  of  this  imhappy  man,  did  he 
teU  Mr.  Markham,  or  did  Mr.  Markham  insinuate  to  him,  any 
one  thing  about  this  conspiracy  and  rebellion  ?  No ;  not  a 
word  there  or  in  his  whole  progress  up  the  country.  While 
at  Bauglepore  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Lord  Macartney  upon  the 
state  of  the  empire,  giving  him  much  and  various  advice. 
Did  he  insinuate  in  that  letter  that  ho  was  going  up  to  Be- 
nares to  suppress  a  rebellion  of  the  Bajah  Cheit  Sing,  or  to 
punish  him  r  No  ;  not  a  word.  Did  he,  my  lords,  at  the  eve 
of  his  departure  from  Calcutta,  when  he  communicated  his 
intention  of  taking  £500,000,  which  he  calls  a  fine  or  pe- 
nalty, fi^m  the  Eajah,  did  he  inform  Mr.  Wheler  of  it  ?  No, 
not  a  word  of  his  rebellion,  nor  anything  like  it.  Did  he  in- 
form his  secret  confidants,  Mr.  Anderson  and  Major  Palmer, 
upon  that  subject  ?  Not  a  word,  there  was  not  a  word  drop- 
ped from  him  of  any  such  rebellion,  or  of  any  intention  in 
the  Eajah  Cheit  Sing  to  rebel.  Did  he,  when  he  had  vakeels 
in  every  part  of  the  Mahratta  empire  and  in  the  country  of 
Sujah  Dowlah,  when  he  had  in  most  of  those  courts  English 
ambassadors  and  native  spies  ;  did  he  either  from  ambassa- 
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dors  or  apies  receive  aaaything  like  authentic  intelligence 
upoii  this  subject  F  While  he  was  at  Benares  he  had  in  \aa 
hands  Bener^m  Pundit,  the  yakeel  of  the  Bajah  of  Berar,  hie 
own  confidential  friend,  a  person  whom  he  took  out  of  tho 
service  of  his  master,  and  to  whom  he  gave  a  jaghire  in  this 
very  zemindary  of  Benares.  This  man,  so  attached  to  Mr. 
Hastings,  so  knowing  in  all  the  transactions  of  India,  neither 
accused  Oheit  Sing  of  rebellious  intentions,  nor  furnished 
Mr.  Hastings  with  one  single  pixKif  that  an j  conspiracy  with 
anv  foreign  power  existed. 

In  this  absence  of  evidence,  my  lords,  let  us  have  recourse 
to  probability.  Is  it  to  be  believed  that  the  zemindar  of  Be- 
nares, a  person  whom  Mr.  Hastings  desmbes  as  being  of  a 
l^mid,  wei^  irresolute,  and  feeble  nature,  should  venture  to 
make  war  alone  with  the  whole  power  of  the^  Company  in 
India,  idded  hj  aU  the  powers  which  Great  Britam  could 
bring  to  the  protection  of  its  Indian  empire  ?  Could  that  poor 
man,  in  his  comparatively  small  district,  possibly  have  formed 
such  an  intention  without  giving  Mr.  ELafitings  access  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  fact,  from  one  or  other  of  the  num^*ous 
ccnrespondents  which  he  had  in  that  country  ? 

As  to  the  Bajah' s  supposed  intrigues  with  the  I^abob  of 
Oude,  this  man  was  3xl  actual  prisoner  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and 
nothing  else ;  a  mere  vassal,  as  he  says  himself,  in  effect  and 
substance,  though  not  in  name.  Can  any  one  believe  or 
think  that  Mr.  Hastings  would  not  have  received  from  the 
English  resident,  or  from  some  one  of  that  tribe  of  English 
gentlemen  and  English  military  coUeotors,  who  were  placed 
in  that  country  in  flie  exercise  of  the  most  arbitrary  powers, 
some  intelligence  which  he  could  trust,  if  any  rebellious  de- 
signs had  really  existed  previous  to  the  rebellion  which  did 
actually  break  out  upon  his  arresting  Cheit  Sing  ? 

There  was  an  ancient  Eoman  lawyer,  of  great  £Eime  in  tibe 
history  of  Boman  jurisprudence,  whom  they  called  Otd  Bona, 
from  hifi  having  first  introduced  into  juridical  proceedings  the 
argument — what  end  or  object  could  the  party  have  had  in 
the  act  with  which  Jte  is  accused  ?  Surely  it  may  be  here 
asked,  why  should  Cheit  Sing  wish  to  rebel,  who  held  on  easy 
and  moderate  terms  (for  such  I  admit  they  were)  a  very  con- 
siderable territory,  with  every  attribute  of  royalty  attached  ? 
The  tribute  was  paid  for  protection,  which  he  had  a  right  to 
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dKm^  aikd  which  he  actually  received.  What  reason  under 
heaven  could  he  have  to  go  and  seek  another  master;  to 
place  himself  under  the  protection  of  Sujah  Dowlah,  in  whose 
hands  Mr.  Hastings  tells  you,  in  so  many  direct  and  plain 
words,  that  neither  the  Eajah's  property,  his  honour,  nor  his 
Me  could  he  safe  ?  Was  he  to  seek  refuge  with  the  Mahrattas, 
who,  though  Gentoos  like  himself,  had  reduced  every  nation 
which  they  subdued,  except  those  who  were  originally  of 
their  awn  empire,  to  a  severe  servitude  ?  Can  any  one  be- 
lieve that  he  wished  either  for  the  one  or  the  other  of  these 
charges ;  er  that  he  was  desirous  to  quit  the  happy  independ- 
ent situation  in  which  he  stood  under  the  protection  of  the 
British  empire,  from  any  loose,  wild,  improbable  notion  of 
molding  his  condition  ?  My  lords,  it  is  impossible.  There 
is  not  one  particle  of  evidence,  not  one  word  of  this  charge 
on  record,  prior  to,  the  publication  of  Mr.  Hastings's  narra- 
tive; and  all  the  presumptive  evidence  in  the  world  would 
-scarcely  be  sufficient  to  prove  the  fact,  because  it  is  almost 
impossible  that  it  should  be  true. 

But,  my  lords,  although  Mr.  Hastings  swore  to  the  truth 
of  this  charge  when  he  came  before  the  House  of  Commons, 
yet  in  his  narrative  he  thus  feirly  and  candidly  avowed  that 
he  entertained  no  such  opinion  at  tiie  time.  *'  Every  step," 
81^  he, "  which  I  had  taken  before  that  fatal  moment,  namely, 
the  fli^t  of  Cheit  Sing,  is  an  incontrovertible  proof  that  I 
had  Ibrmed  no  design  of  seizing  upon  the  Bajah's  treasures 
or  of  deposing  him.  And  certainly  at  the  time  when  I  did 
£arm  the  design  of  making  the  punishment,  that  his  former 
ill  conduct  deserved,  subservient  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
state,  hj  a  large  fine,  I  did  not  believe  him  guilty  of  that 
-premeditated  project  for  driving  the  English  out  of  India, 
yn^  which  I  arkerwar ds  charged  him."  Thus  then  he  declares 
upoA  oath,  that  the  Eajah's  contumacy  was  the  ground  of  his 
suspecting  him  of  rebellion,  and  yet  when  he  comes  to  make 
his  defence  before  the  House  of  Commons,  he  simply  and 
candidly  declares,  that  long  after  these  alleged  acts  of  contu- 
macy had  taken  place,  he  did  not  believe  him  to  be  guilty  of 
any  such  thing  as  rebellion,  and  that  the  £ne  imposed  upon 
him  was  for  another  reason  and  another  purpose. 

In  page  28  of  your  printed  minutes,  he  thus  declares  the 
purpose  for  which  the  fine  was  imposed.     *'  I  can  answer 
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only  to  this  formidable  dilemma,  that  so  long  as  I  conceived 
Ofaeit  Sing's  misconduct  and  contumacy  to  have  me  rather 
than  the  Company  for  its  object,  at  least  to  be  merely  the 
effect  of  pernicious  adyice  or  misguided  folly,  without  any 
formal  design  of  openly  resisting  our  authority  or  disclaiming 
our  sovereignty,  I  looked  upon  a  considerable  fine  as  suffi- 
cient both  K)r  his  immediate  punishment  and  for  binding  him 
to  future  good  behaviour." 

Here,  my  lords,  the  secret  comes  out.  He  declares  it  was 
not  for  a  rebellion  or  a  suspicion  of  rebellion  that  he  resolved, 
over  and  above  all  his  exorbitant  demands,  to  take  from  the 
Bajah  £500,000  (a  good  stout  sum  to  be  taken  from  a  tribut- 
ary power),  that  it  was  not  for  misconduct  of  this  kind  that 
he  took  this  sum,  but  for  personal  ill  behaviour  towards  him- 
sel£  I  must  agun  beg  your  lordships  to  note  that  he  then 
considered  the  ILajah's  contumacy  as  having  for  its  object  not 
the  Company,  but  Warren  Hastings,  and  that  he  afterwards 
declared  publicly  to  the  House  of  Commons, — ^and  now  be- 
fore your  lordships,  he  declares  finally  and  conclusively, — ^that 
he  did  believe  Cheit  Sing  to  have  had  the  criminal  intention 
imputed  to  him. 

"  So  long,"  says  he,  "  as  I  conceived  Cheit  Sing's  miscon- 
duct and  contumacy  to  have  me^^  (in.  italics  as  he  ordered  it 
to  be  printed)  "rather  than  the  Company  for  its  object,  so  long 
I  was  satisfied  with  a  fine.  I  therefore  entertained  no  serious 
thoughts  of  expelling  him  or  proceeding  otherwise  to  vio- 
lence ;  but  when  he  and  his  people  broke  out  into  the  most 
atrocious  acts  of  rebellion  and  murder,  when  the  jus  fortioris 
et  lex  ultima  regum  were  appealed  to  on  his  part  (and  with- 
out any  sufficient  plea  afforded  him  on  mine),  I  firom  that 
moment  considered  him  as  the  traitor  and  criminal  described 
in  the  charge,  and  no  concessions,  no  humiliations,  could  ever 
after  induce  me  to  settle  on  him  the  zemindary  of  Benares, 
or  any  other  territory,  upon  any  footing  whatever." 

Thus  then,  my  lords,  he  has  confessed  that  the  era  and 
the  only  era  of  rebellion  was  when  the  tumult  brpke  out 
upon  the  act  of  violence  offered  by  himself  to  Cheit  Sing ; 
and  upon  the  ground  of  that  tumidt,  or  rebellion  as  he  calls 
it,  he  says  he  never  would  suffer  him  to  enjoy  any  territory 
or  any  right  whatever.  We  have  fixed  the  period  of  the  re- 
bellion for  which  he  is  supposed  to  have  exacted  this  fine ; 
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this  period  of  rebellion  was  after  the  exaction  of  the  fine 
itself,  so  that  the  fine  was  not  laid  for  the  rebellion,  but  the 
rebellion  broke  out  in  consequence  of  the  fine  and  the  violent 
measure  accompanying  it.  We  have  established  this,  and 
the  whole  human  race  cannot  shake  it.  He  went  up  the 
country  through  malice  to  revenge  his  own  private  wrongs, 
not  those  of  the  Company.  He  fixed  £500,000  as  a  muldt 
for  an  insult  offered  to  himself,  and  then  a  rebellion  broke  out 
in  consequence  of  his  violence.  This  was  the  rebellion  and 
the  only  rebellion ;  it  was  Warren  Hastings's  rebellion,  a  re- 
bellion which  arose  from  his  own  dreadful  exaction ;  from  his 
pride,  from  his  malice  and  insatiable  avarice;  a  rebellion 
which  arose  from  his  abominable  tyranny,  from  his  lust  of 
arbitrary  power,  and  from  his  determination  to  follow  the 
examples  of  Sujah  Dowlah,  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  Cossim  Ali 
Khan,  Aliverdi  Kh^  and  all  the  gang  of  rebels  who  are  the 
objects  of  his  imitation. 

My  patience^  says  he,  was  exhausted.  Tour  lordships  have, 
and  ought  to  have,  a  judicial  patience.  Mr.  Hastiugs  has 
none  of  any  kind.  I  hold  that  patience  is  one  of  the  great 
virtues  of  a  governor ;  it  was  said  of  Moses,  that  he  governed 
by  patience,  and  that  he  was  the  meekest  man  upon  earth. 
Patience  is  also  the  distinguishing  character  of  a  judge  ;  and 
I  think  your  lordships,  both  with  regard  to  us  and  with  re- 
gard to  him,  have  shown  a  great  deal  of  it ;  we  shall  ever 
honour  the  quality,  and  if  we  pretend  to  say  that  we  have 
had  great  patience  in  going  through  this  trid,  so  your  lord- 
ships must  have  had  great  patience  in  hearing  it.  But  this 
man's  patience,  as  he  himself  tells  you,  was  soon  exhausted. 
"I  considered,"  he  says,  "the  light  in  which  such  behaviour 
would  have  been  viewed  by  his  native  sovereign,  and  I  re- 
solved he  should  feel  the  power  he  had  so  long  insulted. 
Porty  or  ^^j  lacks  of  rupees  would  have  been  a  moderate 
fine  for  Sujah  ul  Dowlah  to  exact :  he  who  had  demanded 
twenty-^ve  lacks  for  the  mere  fine  of  succession,  and  received 
twenty  in  hand,  and  an  increased  rent  tantamount  to  consid- 
erably above  thirty  lacks  more ;  and  therefore  I  rejected  the 
offer  of  twenty,  with  which  the  Bajah  would  have  compro- 
mised for  his  guilt  when  it  was  too  late." 

Now,  my  lords,  observe  who  his  models  were,  when  he  in- 
tended to  punish  this  man  for  an  insult  on  himself.     Did  he 
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consult  the  laws  ?  Did  be  look  to  the  Institutes  of  Timour, 
or  to  those  of  Ghinges  KhAn  ?  Did  he  look  to  the  Hedaia, 
or  to  any  of  the  approved  authorities  in  this  country  ?  No, 
my  lords;  he  exactly  followed  the  advice  which  Longinus 
gives  to  a  great  writer: — Whenever  you  have  a  mind  to 
elevate  your  mind,  to  raise  it  to  its  highest  pitch,  and  even 
to  exceed  yourself,  upon  any  subject,  thmk  how  Homer  would 
have  described  it,  how  Plato  would  have  imagined  it,  and 
how  Demosthenes  would  have  -expressed  it,  and  when  you 
have  so  done,  you  will  then,  no  doubt,  have  a  standard 
which  will  raise  you  up  to  the  dignity  of  anything  that 
human  genius  can  aspire  to.  Mr.  Hastings  was  calling 
upon  himself,  and  raising  his  mind  to  the  dignity  of  wbat 
tyranny  coidd  do;  what  unrighteous  exaction  could  per- 
form. He  considered,  he  says,  how  much  Sujah  Dowlah 
would  have  exacted,  and  that  he  thinks  would  not  be  too 
much  for  him  to  exact.  He  boldly  avows,  I  raised  my 
mind  to  the  elevation  of  Sujah  Dowlah.  I  considered  what 
Cossim  Ali  Kh^  would  have  done,  or  Aliverdi  Kh4n*  who 
murdered  and  robbed  so  many.  I  had  all  this  line  of  great 
examples  before  me,  and  I  asked  myself  what  fine  they 
would  have  exacted  upon  such  an  occasion.  But,  says  he, 
Sujah  Dowlah  levied  a  fine  of  twenty  lacks  for  a  right  of 
succession. 

Good  G-od !  my  lords,  if  you  are  not  appalled  with  the  vio- 
lent injustice  of  arbitrary  proceedings,  you  must  feel  something 
humiliating  at  the  gross  ignorance  of  men  who  are  in  this 
manner  playing  'v^ith  the  rights  of  mankind.  This  man  con- 
founds a  fine  upon  succession  with  a  fine  of  penalty.  He 
takes  advantage  of  a  defect  in  the  technical  language  of  our 
law,  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  not  in  many  parts  as  cor* 
rect  in  its  distinctions  and  as  wise  in  its  provisions  as  the  Ma- 
homedan  law.  We  use  the  word  fine  in  three  senses ;  first, 
as  a  punishment  and  penalty ;  secondly,  as  a  formal  means  of 
cutting  off  by  one  form  the  ties  of  another  form,  which  we 
call  levying  a  fine ;  and  thirdly,  we  use  the  word  to  signify  a 
sum  of.  money  payable  upon  renewal  of  a  lease  or  copyhold. 
The  word  has,  in  each  case,  a  totally  different  sense ;  but 
such  is  the  stupidity  and  barbarism  of  the  prisoner,  that  he 
confounds  these  senses,  and  tells  you  Sujah  .Dowlah  took 
twenty-five  lacks  as  a  fine  from  Cheit  Sing,  for  the  renewal 
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of  his  zemindary,  and  therefore,  as  a  punishment  for  nis  of- 
fences, he  shall  take  fifty.  Suppose  any  one  of  your  lord- 
ships or  of  us  were  to  be  fined  foi*  assault  and  battery,  or  for 
anything  else,  and  it  should  be  said,  you  paid  such  a  fine 
for  a  bishop's  lease,  you  paid  such  a  fine  on  the  purchase  of 
an  estate ;  and  therefore,  now  that  you  are  going  to  be  fined 
for  a  punishment,  we  will  take  the  measure  of  the  fine,  not 
from  the  nature  and  quality  of  your  offence,  not  from  the  law 
upon  the  subject  or  from  your  ability  to  pay,  but  the  amount 
of  a  fine  you  paid  some  years  ago  for  an  estate  shall  be  the 
measure  of  your  punishment.  My  lords,  what  should  we  say  of 
such  brutish  ignorance,  and  such  shocking  confusion  of  ideas  ? 

When  this  man  had  elevated  his  mind  according  to  the 
rules  of  art,  and  stimulated  himself  to  great  things  by  great 
examples,  he  goes  on  to  tell  you  that  he  rejected  the  offer  of 
twen^  lacks  with  which  the  Eajah  would  have  compounded 
for  his  guilt  when  it  was  too  late. 

Permit  me,  my  lords,  to  say  a  few  words  here,  by  way  of 
referring  back  all  this  monstrous  heap  of  violence  and  absurd- 
ity to  some  degree  of  principle,  r  Mr.  Hastings  having  com- 
pletely acquitted  the  Bajah  of  any  other  fault  than  contumacy, 
and  having  supposed  even  that  to  be  only  personal  to  himself, 
he  thought  a  tine  of  £500,000  would  be  a  proper  punishment. 
Now  when  any  man  goes  to  exact  a  fine,  it  presupposes  in- 
quiry, charge,  defence,  and  judgment.  It  does  so  in  the  Ma- 
homedan  law ;  it  does  so  in  the  Q-entoo  law ;  it  does  so  in 
the  law  of  England,  in  the  Boman  law,  and  in  the  law,  I  be- 
lieve, of  every  nation  under  heaven,  except  in  that  law 
which  resides  in  the  arbitrary  breast  of  Mr.  Hastings,  poison- 
ed by  the  principles  and  stimulated  by  the  examples  of  those 
wicked  traitors  and  rebels  whom  I  have  before  described. 
He  mentions  his  intention  of  levying  a  fine ;  but  does  he 
make  any  mention  of  having  charged  the  Rajah  with  his  of- 
fences ?  It  appears  that  he  held  an  incredible  quantity  of  pri- 
vate correspondence  through  the  various  residents,  through 
Mr.  Graham,  Mr.  Fowke,  Mr.  Markham,  Mr.  Benn,  concern* 
ing  the  affairs  of  that  country.  Did  he  ever,  upon  this  al- 
leged contumacy  (for  at  present  I  put  the  rebellion  out  of  the 
question),  inquire  the  progress  of  this  personal  affiront  offered 
to  the  Governor-General  of  Bengal  ?  Did  he  ever  state  it  to 
the  Bajah,  or  did  he  call  his  vakeel  before  the  council  to  aor 
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swer  the  charge  ?  Did  he  examine  any  one  person  or  parti- 
cularize a  single  fact  in  any  manner  whatever  ?  No.  what 
then  did  he  do  ?  Why,  my  lords,  he  declared  himself  the 
person  injured,  stood  forward  as  the  accuser,  assumed  the 
office  of  judge,  and  proceeded  to  judgment  without  a  party 
before  him,  without  trial,  without  examination,  without  proof. 
He  thus  directly  reversed  the  order  of  justice.  He  determin- 
ed to  fine  the  Eajah  when  his  own  patience,  as  he  says,  was 
exhausted,  not  when  justice  demanded  the  punishment.  He 
resolved  to  fine  him  in  the  enormous  sum  of  £500,000.  Does 
he  inform  the  council  of  this  determination?  No.  The 
court  of  directors  ?  No.  Any  one  of  his  confidants  ?  No, 
not  one  of  them ;  not  Mr.  Palmer,  not  Mr.  Middleton,  nor 
any  of  that  legion  of  secretaries  that  he  had ;  nor  did  he 
even  inform  Mr.  Malcolm  of  his  intentions  until  he  met  him 
at  Bauglepore. 

In  regard  to  the  object  of  his  malice,  we  only  know  that 
many  letters  came  from  Cheit  Sing  to  Mjt.  Hastings,  in  which 
the  unfortunate  man  endeavoured  to  appease  his  wrath,  and  to 
none  of  which  he  ever  gave  an  answer.  He  is  an  accuser 
preferring  a  charge  and  receiving  apologies,  without  giving 
the  party  an  answer ;  although  he  had  a  crowd  of  secretaries 
about  him,  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  miserable  peo* 
pie  of  Benares,  and  paid  by  sums  of  money  drawn  fraudu- 
lently from  their  pockets.  Still  not  one  word  of  answer  was 
given,  tOl  he  had  formed  the  resolution  of  exacting  a  fine, 
and  had  actually  by  torture  made  his  victim's  servant  dis- 
cover where  his  master's  treasures  lay,  in  order  that  he  might 
rob  him  of  all  his  fSnnily  possessed.  Are  these  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  British  judge ;  or  are  they  not  rather  such  as 
are  described  by  Lord  Coke— (and  these  learned  gentlemen, 
I  dare  say,  will  remember  the  passage ;  it  is  too  striking  not 
to  be  remembered)  as  "  the  damned  and  damnable  proceed- 
ings of  a  judge  in  heliy  Such  a  judge  has  the  prisoner 
at  your  bar  proved  himself  to  be.  First,  he  determines  upon 
the  punishment,  than  he  prepares  the  accusation,  and  then 
by  torture  and  violence  endeavours  to  extort  the  fine. 

My  lords,  I  must  again  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to 
his  mode  of  proceeding  in  this  business.  He  never  entered 
any  charge.  He  never  answered  any  letter.  Not  that  he 
was  idle.    He  was  carrying  on  a  vricked  and  clandestine 
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plot  for  the  destruction  of  the  Eajah,  imder  the  pretence  of 
this  fine ;  although  the  plot  was  not  known,  I  venly  helieve, 
to  any  European  at  the  time.  He  does  not  pretend  that  he 
told  any  one  of  the  Company's  servants  of  his  intentions  of 
fining  the  Eajah,  but  that  some  hostile  project  against  him 
had  been  formed  by  Mr.  Hastings  was  perfectly  well  known 
to  the  natives.  Mr.  Hastings  tells  you  that  Cheit  Sing  had 
a  vakeel  at  Calcutta,  whose  business  it  was  to  learn  the  ge- 
neral transactions  of  our  government,  and  the  most  minute 
particulars  which  could,  in  any  manner,  affect  the  interest  of 
nis  employer. 

I  must  here  tell  your  lordships,  that  there  is  no  court  in 
Asia,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  no  petty  sovereign,  that 
does  not  both  employ  and  receive  what  they  call  hircarrahs, 
or  in  other  words,  persons  to  collect  and  to  communicate 
political  intelligence.  These  men  are  received  with  the 
state  and  in  the  rank  of  ambassadors ;  they  have  their  place 
in  the  Durbar,  and  their  business  as  authorized  spies  is  as 
well  known  there  as  that  of  ambassadors  extraordmary  and 
ordinary  in  the  courts  of  Europe.  Mr.  Hastings  had  a  pub- 
lic spy  in  the  person  of  the  resident,  at  Benares,  and  he  had 
«a  private  spjr  there  in  another  person.  The  spies  employed 
by  the  native  powers  had,  by  some  means,  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  Mr.  Hastings's  clandestine  and  wicked  inten- 
tions towards  this  unhappy  man,  Cheit  Sing,  and  his  unhap- 
py country,  and  of  his  designs  for.  the  destruction  and  the 
utter  ruin  of  both.  He  has  himself  told  you,  and  he  has  got 
Mr.  Anderson  to  vouch  it,  that  he  had  received  proposals  for 
the  sale  of  this  miserable  man  and  his  countrv.  And  from 
whom  did  he  receive  these  proposals,  my  lords  r  Why,  from 
the  Nabob,  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  to  whom  he  threatened  to 
transfer  both  the  person  of  the  Bajah  and  his  zemindary  if  he 
did  not  redeem  himself  by  some  pecuniary  sacrifice.  Now 
Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  as  appears  by  tne  minutes  od  your  lord- 
ships' table,  was  at  that  time  a  bankrupt.  He  was  in  debt 
to  the  Company  tenfold  more  than  he  could  pay,  and  all  his 
revenues  were  sequestered  for  that  debt.  He  was  a  person  of 
the  last  degree  of  indolence,  with  the  last  degree  of  rapacity. 
A  man,  of  whom  Mr.  Hastings  declared,  that  he  had  wasted 
and  destroyed  by  his  misgovemment  the  fairest  provinces 
upon  earth ;  that  not  a  person  in  his  dominions  was  secure 
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from  his  violence,  and  that  even  his  own  father  could  no 
enjoy  his  life  and  honour  in  isafety  under  him.  This  avari 
cious  bankrupt  tyrant,  who  had  beggared  and  destroyed  hii 
own  subjects,  and  could  not  pay  his  debts  to  the  Englisl 
government,  was  the  man  with  whom  Mr.  Hastings  was  ii 
treaty  to  deliver  up  Cheit  Sing  and  his  country,  under  pre 
tence  of  his  not  having  paid  regularly  to  the  Company  thosi 
customary  payments,  which  the  tyrant  would  probably  havi 
never  paid  at  all,  if  he  had  been  put  in  possession  of  th 
country.  This  I  mention  to  illustrate  Mr.  Hastings's  plan 
of  economy  and  finance,  without  considering  the  injus'tio 
and  cruelty  of  delivering  up  a  man  to  the  hereditary  enem; 
of  his  family. 

It  is  known,  my  lords,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  besides  havini 
received  proposals  for  delivering  up  the  beautiful  country  o 
Benares,  that  garden  of  God,  as  it  is  styled  in  India,  to  tha 
monster,  that  rapacious  tyrant,  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  who,  wit] 
his  gang  of  mercenary  troops,  had  desolated  his  own  countr 
like  a  swarm  of  locusts, — had  purposed,  likewise,  to  seizi 
Cheit  Sing's  own  patrimonial  fcits,  which  was  nothing  les 
than  to  take  from  him  the  residence  of  his  women  and  hi 
children,  the  seat  of  his  honour,  the  place  in  which  the  re 
maining  treasures  and  last  hopes  of  his  family  were  centered 
By  the  G^entoo  law,  every  lord  or  supreme  magistrate  is  boun< 
to  construct  and  to  live  in  such  a  fort.  It  is  the  usage  o 
India,  and  is  a  matter  of  state  and  dignity,  as  well  as  of  pro 
priety,  reason,  and  defence.  It  was  probably  an  apprehensioi 
of  being  injured  in  this  tender  point,  as  well  as  a  knowledg 
of  the  proposal  made  by  the  Nabob,  which  induced  Chei 
Sing  to  offer  to  buy  himself  off;  although  it  does  not  ap 
pear  from  any  part  of  the  evidence  that  he  assigned  an; 
other  reason  than  that  of  Mr.  Hastings  intending  to  exac 
from  him  six  lacks  of  rupees  over  and  above  his  other  ex 
actions. 

Mr.  Hastings  indeed  almost  acknowledges  the  existence  o 
this  plot  against  the  Bajah,  and  his  being  the  author  of  it 
He  says,  without  any  denial  of  the  fact,  that  the  Bajah  bus 
pected  some  strong  acts  to  be  intended  against  him,  an( 
therefore  asked  Mr.  Markham  whether  he  could  not  bu] 
them  off,  and  obtain  Mr.  Hastings's  favour  by  the  paymen 
of  '£200,000.     Mr.   Markham  gave,  as  his  opinion,  thai 
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£200,000  was  not  sufficient ;  and  the  next  day  the  Eajah 
offiered  £20,000  more,  in  all  £220,060.  The  negotiation, 
however,  broke  off;  and  why  ?  Not,  as  Mr.  Markham  says 
he  conjectured,  because  the  Eajah  had  learned  that  Mr.  Hast- 
ings had  no  longer  an  intention  of  imposing  these  six  lacks, 
or  something  to  that  effect,  and  therefore  retracted  his  offer ; 
but  because  that  offer  had  been  rejected  by  Mr.  Hastings. 

Let  us  hear  what  reason  the  man  who  was  in  the  true 
secret  gives  for  not  accepting  the  Bajah's  offer.  "  I  rejected," 
says  Mr.  Hastings,  "  the  offer  of  twenty  lacks,  with  which 
the  Bajah  would  have  compromised  for  his  guilt  when  it  was 
too  late."  My  lords,  he  best  knows  what  the  motives  of  his 
own  actions  were.  He  says,  the  offer  was  made  "  when  it 
was  too  late."  Had  he  previously  told  the  Bajah  what  sum 
of  money  he  would  be  required  to  pay,  in  order  to  buy  him- 
self off;  or  had  he  requested  him  to  name  any  sum  which  he 
was  willing  to  pay  ?  Did  he,  after  having  refused  the  offer 
made  by  the  Eajah,  say,  Come,  and  make  me  a  better  offer, 
or  upon  such  a  c&.y  I  shall  declare  that  your  offers  are  inad- 
missible ?  No  such  thing  appears.  Your  lordships  will  fur- 
ther remark,  that  Mr.  Hastings  refased  the  £200,000  at  a 
^time  when  the  exigencies  of  the  Company  were  so  pressing, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  rob,  pilfer,  and  steal  upon  every  side ; 
at  a  time  when  he  was  borrowing  £40,000  firom  Mr.  Sulli- 
van in  one  morning,  and  raising  by  other  under  jobs  £27,000 
more.  In  the  distress  which  hiq  own  extravagance  and  prodi- 
gality had  involved  him,  £200,000  would  have  been  a 
weighty  benefit,  although  derived  from  his  villany;  but 
this  relief  he  positively  refused,  because,  says  he,  the  offer 
came  too  late.  From  these  words,  my  lords,  we  may  infer, 
that  there  was  a  time  when  the  offer  would  not  have  been 
"too late;" — a  period  at  which  it  would  have  been  readily 
accepted.  No  such  thing  appears.  There  is  not  a  trace  upon 
your  minutes,  not  a  trace  in  the  correspondence  of  the  Com- 
pany, to  prove  that  the  Eajah  would  at  any  time  have  been 
permitted  to  buy  himself  off  from  this  complicated  tyranny. 
I  have  already  stated  a  curious  circumstance  in  this  pro- 
ceeding, to  which  I  must  again  beg  leave  to  direct  your  lord- 
ships' attention.  Does  it  anywhere  appear  in  that  corre- 
spondence, or  in  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Benn,  of  Mr.  Markham, 
or  of  any  human  being,  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  ever  told 
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Cheit  Sing  with  what  sum  he  should  be  satisfied  ?  There 
is  evidence  before  y<ni  directly  in  proof  that  they  did  not 
know  the  amount.  Not  one  person  knew  what  his  inten- 
tion was  when  he  refused  this  £200,000.  For  when  he 
met  Mr.  Markham  at  Bauglepore,  and  for  the  first  time  men- 
tioned the  sum  of  £500,000  as  the  fine  he  meant  to  exact, 
Mr.  Markham  was  astonished  and  confounded  at  its  magni- 
tude. He  tells  you  this  himself.  It  appears,  then,  that 
neither  Cheit  Sing  nor  the  resident  at  Benares  (who  ought 
to  have  been  in  the  secret,  if  upon  such  an  occasion  secrecy 
is  allowable)  ever  knew  what  the  terms  were.  The  Sajah 
was  in  the  dark ;  he  was  left  to  feel,  blindfold,  how  much 
money  could  relieve  him  from  the  iniquitous  intentions  of 
Mr.  Hasting;  and  at  last  he  is  told  that  his  offer  comes 
too  late,  without  having  ever  been  told  the  period  at  which 
it  would  have  been  well  timed,  or  the  amount  it  was  pro- 
posed to  take  from  him.  Is  this,  my  lords,  the  proper  way 
to  adjudge  a  fine  ? 

Tour  lordships  will  now  be  pleased  to  advert  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  defends  himself  and  these  proceedings.  He 
says,  "  I  rejected  this  offer  of  twenty  lacks,  with  which  the 
Rajah  would  have  compromised  for  his  guilt  when  it  was  too 
late."  If  by  these  words  he  means  too  late  to  answer  the 
purpose  for  which  he  has  said  the  fine  was  designed,  namely, 
the  relief  of  the  Company,  the  ground  of  his  defence  is  ab- 
solutely false,  for  it  is  notorious  that  at  the  time  referred 
to  the  Company's  affairs  were  in  the  greatest  distress. 

I  will  next  call  your  lordships*  attention  to  the  projected 
sale  of  Benares  to  the  Nabob  of  Oude.  "If^"  says  Mr. 
Hastings,  "I  ever  talked  of  selling  the  Company's  sove- 
reignty over  Benares  to  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  it  was  but  in 
terrorem;  and  no  subsequent  act  of  mine  warrants  the  sup- 
position of  my  having  seriously  intended  it."  And  in  an- 
other place  he  saye,  "  If  I  ever  threatened." — ^Your  lordships 
will  remark,  that  he  puts  hypothetically  a  matter,  the  reality 
of  which  he  has  got  to  be  solemnly  declared  on  an  affidavit, 
and  in  a  narrative  to  the  truth  of  which  he  has  deposed  upon 
oath.  "  If  I  ever  threatened,"  says  he,  "  to  dispossess  the 
Eajah  of  his  territories,  it  is  no  more  than  what  my  prede- 
cessors (without  rebuke  from  their  superiors,  or  not^ice  taken 
of  the  expression)  had  wished  and  intended  to  have  done  to 
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his  fSather,  eyen  when  the  Company  had  no  pretensions  to 
the  sovereignty  of  the  country.  J.t  is  no  more  than  such  a 
legal  act  of  sovereignty  as  his  behaviour  justified,  and  as  I 
was  justified  in  by  the  intentions  of  my  predecessors.  If  I 
pretended  to  seize  upon  his  forts,  it  was  in  full  conviction 
that  a  dependent  on  the  Company,  guaranteed,  maintained, 
and  protected  in  his  country  by  the  Company's  arms,  had  no 
occasdon  for  forts ;  had  no  nght  to  them,  and  could  hold  them 
for  no  other  than  suspected  and  rebellious  purposes.  None 
of  the  Company's  other  zemindars  are  permitted  to  maintain 
them ;  and  even  our  aUy,  the  Nabob  of  the  Camatic,  has  the 
Company's  troops  in  jJl  his  garrisons.  Policy  and  public 
safety  absolutely  require  it.  What  state  could  exist,  that 
allowed  its  inferior  members  to  hold  forts«and  garrisons  in- 
dependent t)f  the  superior  administration  P  It  is  9-  solecism 
in  government  to  suppose  it." 

Here  then,  my  lords,  he  first  declares  that  this  was  merely 
done  in  terrorem;  that  he  never  intended  to  execute  the 
abominable  act.  And  will  your  lordships  patiently  endure 
that  such  terrific  threats  as  these  shall  be  hung,  by  your  Go- 
vernor in  India,  over  the  unhappy  people  that  are  subject  to 
him,  and  protected  by  British  faith  ?  Will  you  permit  that, 
for  the  purpose  of  extorting  money,  a  Governor  shall  hold 
out  the  terrible  threat  of  delivering  a  tributary  prince  and 
his  people,  bound  hand  and  foot,  into  the  power  of  their  per- 
fidious enemies  ? 

THie  terror  occasioned  by  threatening  to  take  from  him  his 
forts  can  only  be  estimated  by  considering  that,  agreeably 
to  the  religion  and  prejudices  of  Hindoos,  the  forts  are  the 
places  in  which  their  women  are  lodged ;  in  which,  according 
to  their  notions,  their  honour  is  deposited,  and  in  which  is 
lodged  aU  the  wealth  that  they  can  save  against  an  evil  day, 
to  purchase  off  the  vengeance  of  an  enemy.  These  forts, 
Mr.  Hastings  says,  he  intended  to  take,  because  the  Eajah 
could  hold  them  for  no  other  than  rebellious  and  suspected 
purposes.  Now  I  wOl  show  your  lordships,  that  the  man 
who  has  the  horrible  audacity  to  make  this  declaration  did 
himself  assign  to  the  Eajah  these  very  forts.  He  put  him  in 
possession  of  them ;  and  when  there  was  a  dispute  about  the 
Nabob's  rights  to  them  on  the  one  side,  and  the  Company's 
on  the  other,  did  confirm  them  to  this  man.   The  paper  shall 
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be  produced,  that  you  may  have  before  your  eyes  the  gross 
contradictions  into  which  his  rapacity  and  acts  of  apbitrarj 
power  have  betrayed  him.  Thank  God,  my  lords,  men  thai 
are  greatly  guilty  are  never  wise.  I  repeat  it,  men  that  art 
greatly  guilty  are  never  wise,  "in  their  defence  of  one  crim< 
they  are  sure  to  meet  the  ghost  of  some  former  defence 
which,  like  the  spectre  in  Yirgil,  drives  them  back.  Th< 
prisoner  at  your  bar,  like  the  hero  of  the  poet,  when  he  at 
tempts  to  make  his  escape  by  one  evasion,  is  stopped  by  th< 
appearance  of  some  former  contradictory  averment.  If  hi 
attempts  to  escape  by  one  door,  there  his  criminal  allegation 
of  one  kind  stop  him  ;  if  he  attempts  to  escape  at  anothei 
the  facts  and  allegations  intended  for  some  other  wickei 
purpose  stare  him  fiill  in  the  face. 

Quacunque  viam  sibi  fraude  petivit 
Successum  Dea  dira  negat. 

The  paper  I  hold  in  my  hand  contains  Nundcomar's  ac 
cusation  of  Mr.  Hastings.  It  consists  of  a  variety  of  charges 
and  I  will  first  read  to  you  what  is  said  by  Nundcomar  c 
these  forts,  which  it  is  pretended  could  be  held  for  none  bu 
suspicious  and  rebellious  purposes. 

"  At  the  time  Mr.  Hastings  was  going  to  Benares,  he  de 
sired  me  to  give  him  an  account  in  writing  of  any  land 
which,  though  properly  belonging  to  the  Subah  of  Bahai 
might  have  come  under  the  dominion  of  Bulwant  Sing,  tha 
they  might  be  recovered  from  his  son  Bajah  Cheit  Sing.  Th 
pergunnahs  of  Kera,  Mungrora,  and  Bidjigur  were  exacthr  i: 
this  situation,  having  been  usurped  by  Bulwant  Sing  froi 
the  Subah  of  Bahar.  I  accordingly  delivered  to  Mr.  Hasi 
ings  the  accounts  of  them  from  the  entrance  of  the  Com 
pany  upon  the  dewanny  to  the  year  1179  of  the  Pussel  en 
stated  at  twenty-four  lacks.  Mr.  Hastings  said, '  Give  a  cop 
of  this  to  Boy  Radha  Chum,  that  if  Cheit  Sing  is  backwar 
in  acknowledging  this  claim,  Badha  Chum  may  answer  an 
confute  him.*  Why  Mr.  Hastings  when  he  arrived  at  B€ 
nares,  and  had  called  Bajah  Cheit  Sing  before  him,  left  thes 
countries  still  in  the  Bajah's  usurpations  it  remains  with  Mi 
Hastings  to  explain." 

This  is  Nundcomar's  charge  ;  here  follows  Mr.  Hastings' 
reply :  "  I  recollect  an  information  given  me  by  Nundcomai 
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conceming  the  pretended  usurpations  made  by  the  Eajah  of 
Benares  of  the  pergunnahs  of  Kera,  Mungrora,  and  Bidji- 
gur.  Tour  lordships  will  recollect  that  Bidjigur  is  one  of  * 
Qiose  very  forts  which  he  declares  could  not  be  held  but  for 
suspicious  and  rebellious  purposes,  "  I  do  not  recollect  his 
mentioninjg  it  again,  when  I  set  out  from  Benares,  neither  did 
I  ever  intuoate  the  subject  either  to  Cheit  Sing  or  his  minis- 
ters, because  I  knew  I  could  not  support  the  claim  ;  and  to 
have  made  it  and  dropped  it  would  have  been  in  every  sense 
dishonourable.  Kot  that  I  passed  by  it  with  indifference  or 
inattention.  I  took  pains-  to  investigate  the  foundation  of 
this  title,  and  recommiBnded  it  to  the  particular  inquiry  of  Mr. 
Yansittart,  who  was  the  chief  of  Patna,  at  the  time  in  which 
I  received  the  first  intimation.  The  following  letter  and 
voucher,  which  I  received  from  him,  contain  a  complete  state- 
ment of  this  pretended  usurpation." 

These  vouchers  will  answer  our  purpose,  fully  to  establish 
that  in  his  opinion  the  claim  of  the  English  government  upon 
those  forts  was  at  that  time  totally  unfounded,  and  so  absurd 
that  he  did  not  even  dare  to  mention  it.  This  fort  of  Bidji- 
gur, the  most  considerable  in  the  country,  ftnd  of  which  we 
shall  have  much  to  say  hereafter,  is  the  place  in  which  Cheit 
Sing  had  deposited  his  women  and  iamily.  That  fortress 
did  Mr.  Hastings  himself  give  to  this  very  man,  deciding  in 
his  favour  as  a  Judge  upon  an  examination,  and  after  an  in- 
quiry :  and  yet  he  now  declares  that  he  had  no  right  to  it, 
and  that  he  could  not  hold  it  but  for  wicked  and  rebellious 
purposes.  But,  my  lords,  when  he  changed  this  language,  he 
had  resolved  to  take  away  these  forts, — to  destroy  them, — to 
root  the  Eajah  out  of  every  place  of  refuge — out  of  every 
secure  place  in  which  he  could  hide  his  head,  or  screen  him- 
self from  the  rancour,  revenge,  avarice,  and  malice  of  his  ruth- 
less foe.  He  was  resolved  to  have  them,  although  he  had, 
upon  the  fullest  conviction  of  the  Eajah's  right,  given  them 
to  this  very  man,  and  put  him  into  the  absolute  possession  of 
them. 

Again,  my  lords,  did  he,  when  Cheit  Sing,  in  1775,  was 
put  in  possession  by  the  potta  of  the  Govemor-Generd  and 
council,  which  contains  an  enumeration  qf  the  names  of  all 
the  places  which  were  given  up  to  him,  and  consequently  of 
this  among  the  rest,— did  he,  either  before  he  put  the  ques- 
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tion  in  council  upon  that  potta,  or  afterwards,  tell  the  coun- 
cil they  were  going  to  put  forts  into  the  man's  han<}s,  to 
which  he  had  no  right,  and  which  could  be  held  only  for  re- 
bellious and  suspected  purposes  ?  We  refer  your  lordships 
to  the  places  in  which  aU  these  transactions  are  mentioned^ 
and  you  will  there  find  Mr.  Hastings  took  no  one  exception 
whatever  against  them ;  nor,  tiU  he  was  resolved  upon  the 
destruction  of  this  unhappy  man,  did  he  ever  so  much  as 
mention  them.  It  was  not  tOl  then  that  he  discovers  the 
possession  of  these  forts  by  the  Eajah  to  be  a  solecism  in 
government. 

After  quoting  the  noble  examples  of  Sujah  Dowlah,  and 
the  other  persons  whom  I  have  mentioned  to  you,  he  pro- 
ceeds to  say  that  some  of  his  predecessors,  without  any  pre- 
tensions to  sovereign  authority,  endeavoured  to  get  these  forts 
into  their  possession;  and  "I  was  justified,"  says  he,  "by 
the  intention  of  my  predecessors."  Merciful  God !  if  any- 
thing can  surpass  what  he  has  said  before,  it  is  this :  my  pre- 
decessors, without  any  title  of  sovereignty,  without  any  nght 
whatever,  wished  to  get  these  forts  into  their  power ;  I 
therefore  have  a  right  to  do  what  they  wished  to  do  ;  and  I 
am  justified,  not  by  the  acts,  but  by  the  intentions  of  my 
predecessors.  At  the  same  tune  he  knows  that  these  prede- 
cessors had  been  reprobated  by  the  Company  for  this  part  of 
their  proceedings ;  he  knew  that  he  was  sent  ther^  to  intro- 
duce a  better  system,  and  to  put  an  ond  to  this  state  of  ra- 
pacity. Still,  whatever  his  predecessors  toished,  however 
unjust  and  violent  it  might  be,  when  the  sovereignty  came 
into  his  hands,  he  maintains  that  he  had  a  right  to  do  all 
which  they  were  desirous  of  accomplishing.  Thus  the  enor- 
mities formerly  practised,  which  the  Company  sent  him  to 
correct,  became  a  sacred  standard  for  his  imitation. 

Tour  lordships  wiU  observe  that  he  slips  in  the  word 
sovereignty,  and  forgets  compact ;  because  it  is  plain,  and 
your  lordships  must  perceive  it,  that  wherever  he  uses  the 
word  sovereignty,  he  uses  it  to  destroy  the  authority  of  all 
compacts ;  and  accordingly  in  the  passage  now  before  us  he 
declares  that  there  is  an  invalidity  in  aU  compacts  entered 
into  in  India,  from  the  nature,  state,  and  constitution  of  that 
empire.  "  From  the  disorderly  form  of  its  government,"  says 
he,  "  there  is  an  invalidity  in  all  compacts  and  treaties  what- 
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ever."  Persons  who  had  no  treaty  with  the  Eajah  wished, 
says  he,  to  rob  him;  thereifore  I,  who  have  a  treaty  with 
him,  and  call  myself  his  sovereign,  have  a  right  to  realize  all 
their  wishes. 

But  the  fact  is,  my  lords,  that  his  predecessors  never  did 
propose  to  deprive  Bulwant  Sing,  the  father  of  Cheit  Sing, 
of  his  zemindary.  They,  indeed,  wished  to  have  had  the 
dewanny  transferred  to  them  in  the  manner  it  has  since  been 
transferred  to  the  Company.  They  wished  to  receive  his 
rents,  and  to  be  made  an  intermediate  party  between  him 
and  the  Mogul  emperor,  his  sovereign. — These  predecessors 
had  entered  into  no  compact  with  the  man ;  they  were  ne- 
gotiating with  his  sovereign  for  the  transfer  of  the  dewanny 
or  stewardship  of  the  country,  which  transfer  was  after- 
wards actually  executed ;  but  they  were  obliged  to  give  the 
country  itself  back  again  to  Bulwant  Sing,  with  a  guarantee 
against  all  the  pretensions  of  Sujah  Dowlah,  who  had  t3rran- 
nically  assumed  an  arbitrary  power  over  it.  This  power  the 
predecessors  of  Mr.  Hastings  might  also  have  wished  to  as- 
sume :  and  he  may  therefore  say,  according  to  the  mode  of 
reasoning  which  he  has  adopted,  whatever  they  wished  to 
do,  but  never  succeeded  in  doing,  I  may  and  ought  to  do  of 
my  own  will.  Whatever  fine  Sujah  l)owlah  would  have 
exacted  I  will  exact.  I  will  penetrate  into  that  tiger's  bosom, 
and  discover  the  latent  seeds  of  rapacity  and  injustice  which 
lurk  there,  and  I  will  make  him  the  subject  of  my  imitation. 

These  are  the  principles  upon  which,  without  accuser, 
without  judge,  without  mquiry,  he  resolved  to  lay  a  fine  of 
£600,000  on  Cheit  Sing ! 

In  order  to  bind  himself  to  a  strict  fulfilment  of  this  reso- 
lution he  has  laid  down  another  very  extraordinary  doctrine. 
He  has  laid  it  down  as  a  sort  of  canon  (in  injustice  and  cor- 
ruption), that  whatever  demand,  whether  just  or  unjust,  a 
man  declares  his  intention  of  making  upon  another,  he  should 
exact  the  precise  sum  which  he  has  determined  upon,  and 
that  if  he  takes  anything  less,  it  is  a  proof  of  corruption.  "  I 
have,"  says  he,  "  shown  by  this  testimony,  that  I  never  in- 
tended to  make  any  communication  to  Cheit  Sing,  of  taking 
less  than  the  fifty  lacks,  which  in  my  own  mind  I  had  re- 
solved to  exact."  And  he  adds,  "  I  shall  make  my  last  and 
solemn  appeal  to  the  breast  of  every  man  who  shall  read  this, 
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whether  it  is  likely,  or  morally  possible,  that  I  should  have 
tied  down  my  own  future  conduct  to  so  decided  a  process  and 
series  of  acts,  if  I  had  secretly  intended  to  threaten,  or  to  use 
a  degree  of  violence,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  draw  from 
the  object  of  it  a  mercenary  atonement  for  my  own  private 
emolument,  and  suifer  all  this  tumult  to  terminate  in  an  os-^ 
tensible  and  unsubstantial  submission  to  the  authority  which 
1  represented.** 

He  had  just  before  said,  "  If  1  ever  talked  of  selling  the 
Company's  sovereignty  to  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  it  was  only  in 
terrorem.**  In  the  face  of  this  assertion,  he  here  gives  you 
to  understand  he  never  held  out  anything  in  terrorem,  but 
what  he  intended  to  execute.  But  we  will  show  you  that  in 
fact  he  had  reserved  to  himself  a  power  of  acting  pro  re 
natd :  and  that  he  intended  to  compound  or  not,  jusfc»a8  an- 
swered his  purposes  upon  this  occasion.  "  I  admit,*'  he  says, 
"  that-I  did  not  enter  it  *'  (the  intention  of  fining  Cheit  Sing) 
"  on  the  consultations,  because  it  was  not  necessary ;  even 
this  plan  itself  of  the  fine  was  not  a  fixed  plan,  but  to  be 
regulated  by  circumstances,  both  as  to  the  substantial  execu- 
tion of  it  and  the  mode.**  Now  here  is  a  man  who  has  given 
it  in  a  sworn  narrative  that  he  did  not  intend  to  have  a  far* 
thing  less.  Why  ?  "  Because  I  should  have  menaced  and 
done  as  in  former  times  has  been  done ;  made  great  and  vio* 
lent  demands  which  I  reduced  afterwards  for  my  own  corrupt 
purposes.**  Yet  he  tells  you  in  the  course  of  the  same  de* 
fence,  but  in  another  paper,  that  he  had  no  fi?:ed  plan,  that 
he  did  not  know  whether  he  should  exact  a  fine  at  all,  or 
what  should  be  his  mode  of  executing  it* 

My  lords,  what  shall  we  say  to  this  man,  who  declares 
that  it  would  be  a  proof  of  corruption  not  to  exact  the  fiill 
sum  which  he  had  threatened  to  exact,  but  who  finding  that 
this  doctrine  would  press  hard  upon  him,  and  be  considered 
as  a  proof  of  cruelty  and  injustice,  turns  round  and  declares 
he  had  no  intention  of  exacting  anything  ?  What  shall  we 
say  to  a  man  who  thus  reserves  his  determination,  who 
threatens  to  sell  a  tributary  prince  to  a  tyrant,  and  cannot 
decide  whether  he  should  take  from  him  his  forts,  and  pillage 
him  of  all  he  had ;  whether  he  should  raise  £500,000  upon 
him,  whether  he  should  accept  the  £220,000  offered  (which 
by  the  way  we  never  knew  of  till  long  after  the  whole  trans* 
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action),  whether  he  should  do  any  or  all  of  those  things,  and 
then  hy  his  own  account  going  up  to  Benares,  without  having 
resolved  anything  upon  this  important  subject  ? 

My  lords,  I  will  now  assume  the  hypothesis  that  he  at  last 
discovered  sufficient  proof  of  rebellious  practices ;  still  even 
this  gave  him  no  right  to  adduce  such  rebellion  in  justi- 
fication of  resolutions  which  he  had  taken,  of  acts  which  he 
had  done,  before  he  knew  anything  of  its  existence.  To 
such  a  plea  we  answer,  and  your  lordships  will  every  one  of 
you  answer,  you  shall  not  by  a  subsequent  discovery  of  re- 
bellious practices,  which  you  did  not  know  at  the  time,  and 
which  you  did  not  even  believe,  as  you  have  expressly  told 
us  here,  justify  your  conduct  prior  to  that  discovery. 

If  the  conspiracy  which  he  falsely  imputes  to  Cheit  Sing, 
if  that  wild  scheme  of  driving  the  English  out  of  India  had 
existed,  think  in  what  miserable  circumstances  we  stand  as 
prosecutors  and  your  lordships  as  judges,  if  we  admit  a  dis- 
covery to  be  pleaded  in  justification  of  antecedent  acts,  found- 
ed upon  the  assi;imed  existence  of  that  which  he  had  no  sort 
of  proof,  knowledge,  or  belief  of! 

My  lords,  we  shall  now  proceed  to  another  circumstance, 
not  less  culpable  in  itself,  though  less  shocking  to  your  feel* 
ings,  than  those  to  which  I  have  already  called  your  atten- 
tion ;  a  circumstance  which  throws  a  strong  presumption  of 
guilt  upon  every  part  of  the  prisoner's  conduct.  Having 
formed  all  these  infernal  plots  in  his  mind,  but  uncertain 
which  of  them  he  should  execute,  uncertain  what  sums  of 
money  he  should  extort,  whether  he  should  deliver  up  the 
Bajah  to  his  enemy,  or  piQage  his  forts ;  he  goes  up  to  Be- 
nares; but  he  first  delegates  to  himself  all  the  powers  of 
government,  jjoth  civil  and  military,  in  the  countries  which  he 
was  going  to  visit. 

My  lords,  we  have  asserted  in  our  charge,  that  this  delega- 
tion and  division  of  power  was  illegal.  He  invested  himself 
with  this  authority ;  for  he  was  the  majority  in  the  council. 
Mr.  Wheler'  s  consent  or  dissent  signifying  nothing.  He  gave 
himself  powers  which  the  act  of  parliament  did  not  give  him. 
He  went  up  to  Benares  with  an  illegal  commission,  civil  and 
military ;  and  to  prove  this  I  shall  beg  leave  to  read  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  parliament.  I  shall  show  what  the 
creature  pught  to  be,  by  showing  the  law  of  the  creator  j 
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what  the  legislature  of  Qreat  Britain  meant  that  Governor 
Hastings  should  be,  not  what  he  made  himself. 

[Mr.  Burke  then  read  the  seventh  section  of  the  act.] 

Now  we  do  deny  that  there  is  by  this  act  given,  or 
that  under  this  act  there  can  be  given,  to  the  government  of 
India  a  power  of  dividing  its  unity  into  two  parts,  each  of 
which  shall  separately  be  a  miity,  and  possess  the  power 
given  to  the  whole.  Yet,  my  lords,  an  agreement  was  made 
between  him  and  Mr.  Wheler  that  he  (Mr.  Hastings)  should 
have  every  power  civil  and  military,  in  the  upper  provinces, 
and  that  Mr.  Wheler  should  enjoy  equal  authority  in  the 
lower  ones. 

Now,  to  show  you  that  it  is  impossible  for  such  an  agree- 
ment to  be  legal,  we  must  refer  you  to  the  constitution  of  the 
Company's  government.  The  whole  power  is  vested  in  the 
council,  where  all  questions  are  to  be  decided  by  a  majority 
of  voices,  and  the  members  are  directed  to  record  in  the 
minutes  of  their  proceedings  not  only  the  questions  decided, 
but  the  grounds  upon  which  each  individual  member  founds 
his  vote.  Now  although  the  council  is  competent  to  delegate 
its  authority  for  any  specific  purpose  to  any  servant  of  the 
Company,  yet  to  admit  that  it  can  delegate  its  authority 
generally,  without  reserving  the  means  of  deliberation  and 
control,  would  be  to  change  the  whole  constitution.  By  such 
a  proceeding  the  government  may  be  divided  into  a  number  * 
of  independent  governments,  vdthout  a  common  deliberative 
council  and  control.  This  deliberative  capacity,  which  is  so 
strictly  guarded  by  the  obligation  of  recording  its  consulta- 
tions, would  be  totally  annihilated  if  the  councH  divided  itself 
into  independent  parts,  each  acting  according  to  its  own  dis- 
cretion. There  is  no  similar  instance  in  law,  there  is  no  simi- 
lar instance  in  policy.  The  conduct  of  these  men  implies  a 
direct  contradiction,  and  you  will  see,  by  the  agreement  they 
made  to  support  each  other,  that  they  were  themselves  con- 
scious of  the  illegality  of  this  proceeding. 

After  Mr.  Hastings  had  conferred  absolute  power  upon 
himself  during  his  stay  in  the  upper  provinces,  by  an  order 
of  council  (of  which  council  he  was  himself  a  majority)  he 
entered  the  following  minute  in  the  consultations :  "  The 
Governor- General  delivers  in  the  following  minute.  In  my 
minute  which  I  laid  before  the  court  on  the  21st  of  May,  I 
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eiqiressed  the  satisfaction  with  which  I  could  at  this  junc- 
ture leave  the  presidency,  from  the  mutual  confidence  which 
was  happily  established  between  Mr.  Wheler  and  me.  I  now 
read%repeat  that  sentiment,  and  observe  with  pleasure  that 
Mr.  Wheler  confirms  it.  Before  my  departure,  it  is  proba- 
ble that  we  shall  in  concert  have  provided  at  the  board  for 
ahnost  every  important  circumstance  that  can  eventually  hap- 
pen during  my  absence ;  but  if  any  should  occur  for  which 
no  previous  provision  shaU  have  been  made  in  the  resolutions 
of  the  board,  Mr.  Wheler  may  act  with  immediate  decision 
and  with  the  fullest  confidence  of  my  support  in  all  such 
emergencies,  as  well  as  in  conducting  the  ordinary  business 
of  the  presidency,  and  in  general  in  aU  matters  of  this  govern- 
ment, excepting  those  which  may  specially  or  generally  be 
entrusted  to  me.  Mr.  Wheler  during  my  absence  may  con- 
Rider  himself  as  possessed  of  the  full  powers,  of  the  Governor- 
General  and  council  of  this  government,  as  in  effect  he  is  by 
the  constitution ;  and  he  may  be  assured  that  so  far  as  my 
sanction  and  concurrence  shall  be  or  be  deemed  necessary  to 
the  confirmation  of  his  measures,  he  shall  receive  them." 

Now  here  is  a  compact  of  iniquity  between  these  two 
duumvirs.  They  each  give  to  the  other  the  full,  complete, 
and  perfect  powers  of  the  government,  and,  in  order  to  secure 
themselves  against  any  obstacles  that  might  arise,  they  mutu- 
aUy  engage  to  ratify  each  other's  acts ;  and  they  say,  this  is 
not  illegal,  because  Lord  ComwaUis  has  had  such  a  deputa- 
tion. I  must  first  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  no  man  can  jus- 
tify himself  in  doing  any  illegal  act  by  its  having  been  done 
by  another ;  much  less  can  he  justify  his  own  illegal  act  by 
pleading  an  act  of  the  same  kind  done  subsequently  to  his 
act ;  because  the  latter  may  have  been  done  in  consequence 
of  his  bad  example.  Men  justify  their  acts  in  two  ways,  by 
law  and  by  precedent ;  the  former  asserts  the  right,  the  latter 
presumes  it  from  the  example  of  others.  But  can  any  man 
mstify  an  act,  because  ten  or  a  dozen  years  after  another  man 
has  done  the  same  thing  ?  Good  Heavens !  was  there  ever 
such  a  doctrine  before  heard  ?  Suppose  Lord  Comwallis  to 
have  done  wrong ;  suppose  him  to  have  acted  illegally ;  does 
that  clear  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  ?  No ;  on  the  contrary,  it 
aggravates  his  offence,  because  he  has  afforded  others  an  ex- 
ample, of  corrupt  and  illegal  conduct.    But  if  even  Lor4 
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ComwalliB  had  preceded,  instead  of  following  him,  the  ex- 
ample would  not  ha¥^  furnished  a  justification.  There  is  no 
resemblance  in  the  cases.  Lord  Comwallis  does  not  hold  his 
government  by  the  act  of  1773,  but  by  a  special  act  made 
afterwards;  and  therefore  to  attempt  to  justify  acts  done 
under  one  form  of  app<Hntment  by  acts  done  under  another 
form  is  to  the  last  degree  wild  and  absurd. 

Lord  Comwallis  was  going  to  conduct  a  war  of  great  mag- 
nitude, and  was  consequently  trusted  with  extraordinary  pow- 
ers. He  went  in  the  two  chanu^ters  of  governor  and  com- 
mander-in-chief^ and  yet  the  legislature  was  sensible  of  the 
doubtful  validity  of  a  governor-general's  carrying  with  him 
the  whole  powers  of  the  council.  But  Mr.  Hastings  was  not 
commander-in-chie^  when  he  assumed  the  whole  militwy  as 
well  as  civil  power.  Lord  Comwallis,  as  I  have  just  said, 
was  not  only  commander-in-chief,  but  was  going  to  a  great 
war,  where  he  might  have  occasion  to  treat  with  the  country 
powers  in  a  civil  capacity ;  and  yet  so  doublf ul  was  the  legis- 
lature upon  this  pomt,  that  they  passed  a  special  act  to  con- 
firm that  delegation,  and  to  give  him  a  power  of  acting  under 

My  lords,  we  do  further  contend,  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  no 
right  to  assume  the  character  of  commander-in-chief;  for  he 
was  no  military  man,  nor  was  he  appointed  by  the  Company 
to  that  trust.  His  assumption  of  the  military  authority  was 
a  gross  usui^ation.  It  was  an  authority  to  which  he  would 
have  had  no  right  if  the  whole  powers  of  government  were 
vested  in  him,  and  he  had  carried  his  council  with  him  on 
his  horse.  If,  I  say,  Mr.  Hastings  had  his  council  on  his 
crupper,  he  could  neither  have  £;iven  those  powers  to  himself 
nor  made  a  partition  of  them  with  Mr.  Wheler.  Could  Lord 
Comwallis,  for  instance,  who  carried  with  him  the  power  of 
commander-in-chief,  and  authority  to  conclude  treaties  with 
all  the  native  powers, — could  he,  I  ask,  have  left  a  council 
behind  him  in  Calcutta  with  equal  powers,  who  mi^ht  have 
concluded  treaties  in  direct  contradiction  to  those  m  which 
he  was  engaged  F  Clearly  he  could  not :  therefore  I  contend 
that  this  partition  of  power,  which  supposes  an  integral  au- 
thority in  each  councillor,  is  a  monster  that  cannot  exist. 
This  the  parties  themselves  felt  so  strongly,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  a  stratagem  scarcely  less  absurd 
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^asi  their  divided  assumption  of  ; 
a  compact  to  confirm  eacn  other's 
oth^  in  whatever  they  did ;  thus  attempt 

Trate  acts  a  legal  form, 
have  further  to  remark  to  your  lordships,  what  has  just 
been  suggested  to  me,  that  it  was  for  the  express  purpose  oi 
legalizing  Lord  ComwalHs's  delegation  that  he  was  made 
oommander-in-chief  as  well  as  governor-general  by  the  act. 

The  next  plea  urged  by  Mr.  Hastings  is  conveniency* 
"  It  was  eonvemetU,''  he  says,  "  for  me  to  do  this,"  I  answer, 
no  person  acting  with  delegated  power  can  delegate  that 
power  to  another.  Deleaatus  non  potest  delegare^  is  a  maxim 
of  law ;  much  less  has  ne  a  right  to  supersede  the  law  and 
^e  principle  of  his  own  delegation  and  appointment,  upon 
any  idea  of  convenience.  But  what  was  the  conveniency  ? 
Ttere  was  no  one  professed  object  connected  with  Mr. 
Hastings's  going  up  to  Benares,  which  might  not  as  well  have 
been  attaint  in  Calcutta.  The  only  difference  would  have 
been,  that,  in  the  latter  case,  he  must  have  entered  some  part 
of  his  proceedings  upon  the  consultations,  whether  he  wished 
it  or  not.  If  he  had  a  mind  to  negotiate  with  the  vieier,  he 
had  a  resident  at  his  courfc,  and  the  vizier  had  a  resident  in 
Calcutta.  The  most  solemn  treaties  had  often  been  made 
wil^ut  Koj  govemor^general  carrying  up  a  delegation  of 
eivil  and  militory  power.  If  it  had  been  his  object  to  break 
treaties,  he  might  nave  broken  them  at  Calcutta,  as  he  broke 
the  treaty  of  Chunar.  Is  there  an  article  in  that  treaty  that 
he  might  not  as  well  have  made  at  Calcutta  P  Is  there  an 
article  that  he  broke  (for  he  broke  them  all),  that  he  could 
not  have  broken  at  Calcutta  F  So  that  whether  pledging  or 
breaking  the  faith  of  the  Company,  he  might  have  done  both 
or  either  without  ever  stirring  from  the  presidency. 

I  can  conceive  a  necessity  so  urgent  as  to  supersede  all 
laws;  but  I  have  no  conception  of  a  necessity  that  can  re* 
quire  two  govemors^neral,  each  forming  separately  a  n^ 
preme  council.  Nay,  to  bring  the  point  home  to  him, — i£  he 
had  a  mind  to  make  Cheit  Sins  to  pay  a  fine,  as  he  called  it^ 
he  could  have  made  him  do  tnat  at  CiUcutta,  as  well  as  -at 
Benares.  He  had  before  contrived  to  make  him  pay  all  the 
extra  demands  that  were  imposed  upon  him ;  and  he  well 
knew  tilat  he  could  send  Colonel  Camac,  or  somebody  else^ 
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to  Benares,  with  a  body  of  troops  to  enforce  the  payment. 
Why  then  did  he  go  to  try  experiments  there  in  his  own 
person  ?  For  this  plain  reason  ; — that  he  might  be  enabled 
to  put  such  sums  in  his  own  pocket  as  he  thought  fit.  It  was 
not  and  could  not  be  for  any  other  purpose ;  and  I  defy  the 
wit  of  man  to  find  out  any  other. 

He  says,  my  lords,  that  Cheit  Sing  might  have  resisted,  and 
that  if  he  had  not  been  there,  the  Eajah  might  have  fied  with 
his  money,  or  raised  a  rebellion  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding 
payment.  Why  then,  we  ask,  did  he  not  send  an  army  ? 
We  ask,  whether  Mr.  Markham,  with  an  army  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Popham,  or  Mr.  Fowke,  or  any  other  resi- 
dent, vras  not  much  more  likely  to  exact  a  great  sum  of  money 
than  Mr.  Hastings  vidthout  an  army  ?  My  lords,  the  answer 
must  be  in  the  affirmative ;  it  is  therefore  evident  that  no 
necessity  could  exist  for  his  presence,  and  that  his  presence 
and  conduct  occasioned  his  being  defeated  in  this  matter. 

We  find  this  man  armed  with  an  illegal  commission,  un- 
dertaking an  enterprise  which  he  has  since  said  was  perilous ; 
which  proved  to  be  perilous,  and  in  which,  as  he  has  told  us 
himseli,  the  existence  of  the  British  empire  in  India  was  in- 
volved. The  talisman  (your  lordships  will  remember  his  use 
of  the  word),  that  charm  which  kept  all  India  in  order,  which 
kept  mighty  and  warlike  nations  under  the  government  of  a 
few  Englishmen,  would,  I  verily  believe,  have  been  broken 
for  ever,  if  he,  or  any  other  governor-general,  good  or  bad, 
had  been  killed.  Infinite  mischiefs  would  have  followed  such 
an  event.  The  situation  in  which  he  placed  himself  by  his 
own  misconduct  was  pregnant  with  danger;  and  he  put 
himself  in  the  wajr  of  that  danger,  without  having  any  armed 
force  worth  mentioning,  although  he  has  acknowledged  that 
Cheit  Sing  had  then  an  immense  force.  In  fact,  the  demand 
of  two  thousand  cavalry  proves  that  he  considered  the  Bajah's 
army  to  be  formidable;  yet,  notwithstanding  this,  with  four 
companies  of  sepoys,  poorly  armed  and  ill-provisioned,  he 
went  to  invade  that  fine  country,  and  to  force  from  its  sove- 
reign a  sum  of  money,  the  payment  of  which  he  had  reason 
to  think  would  be  resisted.  He  thus  rashly  hazarded  his  own 
being,  and  the  being  of  all  his  people. 

But,  says  he,  "  I  did  not  imagine  the  Eajah  intended  to  go 
into  rebellion,  and  therefore  went  unarmied.''    Why  then  waa 


d  by  Google 


W AJ^BEK  HASTnfGS,  ESQ.  97 

liis  presence  necessary  ?  why  did  he  not  send  an  order  from 
Calcutta  for  the  payment  of  the  money  ?  But  what  did  he 
do  when  he  got  there  ?  "I  was  alarmed,"  says  he,  "  for  the 
Eajah  surrounded  my  hudgerow  with  two  thousand  men — 
that  indicated  a  hostile  disposition."  Well,  if  he  did. so,  what 
precaution  did  Mr.  Hastings  take  for  his  own  safety  ?  Why 
none,  my  lords,  none ;  he  must  therefore  have  been  either  a 
madman,  a  fool,  or  a  determined  declarer  of  falsehood.  Either 
be  thought  there  was  no  danger,  and  therefore  no  occasion  for 
providing  against  it,  or  he  was  the  worst  of  governors ;  the 
most  culpabty  improvident  of  his  personal  safety,  of  the 
lives  of  his  ofQcers  and  men,  and  of  his  country's  honour. 

Hie  demand  of  £500,000  was  a  thin^  likely  to  irritate  the 
Bajah  and  to  create  resistance.  In  fact  he  confesses  this. 
Mr.  Markham  and  he  had  a  discourse  upon  that  subject,  and 
agreed  to  arrest  the  Bajah,  because  they  mought  the  enforcing 
this  demand  might  drive  him  to  his  forts,  and  excite  a  rebel- 
lion in  the  country.  He  therefore  knew  there  was  danger  to 
be  apprehended  from  this  act  of  violence ;  and  yet,  knowing 
this,  he  sent  one  unarmed  resident  to  give  the  orders,  and 
four  unarmed  companies  of  sepoys  to  support  him.  He  pro- 
vokes the  people  ;  he  goads  them  with  every  kind  of  insult, 
added  to  every  kind  of  injury,  and  then  rushes  into  the  very 
jaws  of  danger,  provoking  a  formidable  foe  by  the  display  of 
a  puny,  insignificant  force. 

In  expectation  of  danger,  he  seized  the  person  of  the  Eajah, 
and  he  pretends  that  the  Eajah  suffered  no  disgrace  from  his 
arrest.  But,  my  lords,  we  have  proved  what  was  stated  by 
the  Bajah,  and  was  well  known  to  Mr.  Hastings,  that  to  im- 
prison a  person  of  elevated  station,  in  that  country,  is  to  sub- 
ject him  to  the  highest  dishonour  and  disgrace ;  and  would 
make  the  person  so  imprisoned  utterly  ui£t  to  execute  the 
functions  of  government  ever  after. 

I  have  now  to  state  to  your  lordships  a  transaction  which 
18  worse  than  his  wantonly  playing  with  the  safety  of  the 
Company,  worse  than  his  exacting  sums  of  mcmey  by  fraud 
and  violence.  My  lords,  the  history  of  this  transaction  must 
be  prefaced  by  describing  to  your  lordships  the  duty  and 
prmleges  attached  to  the  office  of  naib.  A  naib  is  an  officer 
well  known  in  India,  as  the  administrator  of  the  affairs  of  any 
government,  whenever  the  authority  of  the  regular  holder  is 
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suspended.  But  although  the  naib  acts  only  as  a  deputy, 
yet,  when  the  power  of  the  principal  is  totally  superseded^  as 
by  imprisonment  or  otherwise,  and  that  oi  the  naib  is  substi* 
tuted,  he  becomes  the  actual  sovereign,  and  the  principal  is 
reduced  to  a  mere  p^isioner.  I  am  now  to  show  your  lord^r 
ships  whom  Mr.  Hastings  appointed  as  naib  to  the  goTenunent 
ci  the  country,  after  he  had  imprisoned  the  Bajah. 

Cheit  Sing  had  given  him  to  understand  through  Mr. 
Markham,  that  he  was  aware  oS  the  design  of  suspending 
him,  and  of  placing  his  government  in  the  hands  oi  a  naib 
whom  he  greatly  £eaded.  This  person  was  called  Oossaun 
Sing ;  he  was  a  remote  relation  of  the  family,  and  an  object 
of'  their  peculiar  suspicion  and  terror.  The  moment  Cheit 
Sing  was  arrested,  he  foigid  that  his  prophetic  soul  spoke 
truly ;  for  Mr.  Hastings  actually  appointed  this  very  man  to 
be  ms  master.  And  who  was  this  man  ?  We  are  told  by 
Mr.  Markluun,  in  his  evidence  here,  that  he  was  a  man  who 
had  dishonoured  his  familv ;  he  was  the  disgrace  of  his  house ; 
that  he  was  a  person  woo  could  not  be  trusted ;  and  Mr. 
Hastings,  in  giving  Mr.  Markham  full  power  afte^ards  to 
appoint  naibs,  expressly  excepted  this  Oossaun  Sing  from  all 
trust  whatever,  as  a  person  totally  unwcwrthy  of  it.  Yet  this 
Oossaun  Sing,  the  oisgrace  and  calamity  of  his  f&mily,  an. 
incestuous  adulterer,  a^  a  supposed  issue  of  a  guilty  c(m- 
nection,  was  declared  naib.  Tes,  my  lords,  this  degraded, 
this  wicked,  and  flagitious  character,  the  Bajah's  avowed 
enemy,  was,  in  order  to  heighten  the  Eajah's  disgrace,  to  em- 
bitter his  ruin,  to  make  destruction  itself  dishonourable  as  well, 
as  destructive,  appointed  this  naib.  Thus  when  Mr.  Hast* 
ings  had  imprisoned  the  Sajahin  the  fuce  of  his  subjects,  and 
in  the  face  of  all  India,  without  fixing  any  term  for  the  dura- 
tion of  his  impriscmment,  he  delivered  up  the  countiy  to  a 
man  whom  he  knew  to  be  utterly  undeserving;  a  man 
whom  he  kept  in  view  for  the  purpose  ci  frightening  the 
Bajah,  and  wnom  he  was  obliged  to  depose  on  account  of  his 
misconduct,  almost  as  soon  as  he-  had  named  him,  and  to 
exclude  specially  from  all  kind  of  trust.  We  have  heard  of 
much  tjrranny,  avarice,  and  insult  in  the  world,  but  such  an 
instance  of  tyranny,  avarice,  and  insult  combined  has  never 
before  been  exhibited. 

We  are  now  come  to  the  last  scene  of  this  flagitious  trans* 
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aetion.  When  Mr.  HastingB  imprisoned  the  I^jah,  he  did 
not  renew  his  demand  for  the  £500,000 ;  but  he  exhibited  a 
regular  charge  of  various  pretended  delinquencies  against  him» 
digested  into  heads,  and  he  called  on  him,  in  a  dilatory,  ir* 
r^fular  way  of  proceeding,  for  an  answer.  The  man,  under 
everjr  difficulty  and  every  distress,  gave  an  answer  to  every 
particular  of  the  charge,  as  exact  and  punctilious  as  could  have 
Deen  made  to  articles  of  impeachment  in  this  House. 

I  must  here  request  your  lordships  to  consider  the  order  of 
these  proceedings.  Mr.  Hastings,  having  determined  upon 
the  utter  ruin  and  destruction  of  this  unfortunate  prince,  en- 
deavotired  by  the  arrest  of  his  person,  by  a  contemptuous 
disregard  to  his  submissive  applications,  by  the  appointment 
of  a  deputy  who  was  person^y  odious  to  him,  and  by  the 
tertGrot  still  greater  insults,-— he  endeavoured,  I  say,  to  goad 
him  on  to  the  commission  of  some  acts  of  resistance  sufficient 
to  give  a  colour  of  justice  to  that  last  dreadful  extremity  to 
which  he  had  resolved  to  carry  his  malignant  rapacity.  Fail- 
ing in  this  wicked  project,  and  studiously  avoiding  the  de- 
claration of  anv  terms  upon  which  the  Eajah  might  redeem 
himself  from  these  violent  proceedings,  he  next  declared  his 
intention  of  seizing  his  forts,  the  depository  of  his  victim's 
honour,  and  of  the  means  of  his  subsistence.  He  required 
him  to  deliver  up  his  accounts  and  accountants,  together  with 
ail  persons  who  were  acquainted  with  the  particulars  of  his 
effects  and  treasures,  for  the  purpose  of  iransferring  those 
effects  to  such  persons  as  he  (Mr.  HastiDgs)  chose  to  nomi- 
nate. 

It  was  at  this  crisis  of  aggravated  insult  and  brutality  that 
the  indignation  which  these  proceedings  had  occasionedv  in 
the  breasts  of  the  Eajah's  subjects  bm^  out  into  an  open 
flame.  The  Eajah  had  retired  to  the  last  refuge  of  the  af- 
flicted, to  offer  up  prayers  to  his  Gbd  and  our  God,  when  a 
vile  chubdar  or  tipstaff  came  to  interrupt  and  insult  him. 
His  alarmed  and  loyal  subjects  felt  for  a  beloved  sovereign 
that  deep  interest  which  we  should  all  feel  if  our  sovereign 
were  so  treated.  What  man  with  a  spark  of  lovalty  in  his 
breast, — ^what  man  regardful  oi  the  honour  of  his  country, 
when  he  saw  his  sovereign  imprisoned,  and  so  notorious  a 
wretch  appointed  his  deputy,  could  be  a  patient  witness  of 
such  wrongs  ?    The  subjects  of  this  unfortunate  prince  did 
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what  we  should  have  done ;  what  all  who  love  their  countiy, 
who  love  their  liberty,  who  love  their  laws,  who  love  their 
property,  who  love  their  sovereign,  would  have  done  on  such 
an  occasion.  They  looked  upon  him  as  their  sovereign,  al- 
though degraded.  They  were  unacquainted  with  any  au- 
thority superior  to  his,  and  the  phantom  of  tyranny  whidi 
performed  these  oppressive  acts  was  unaccompanied  by  that 
force  which  justifies  submission,  by  affording  the  plea  of  ne- 
cessity. An  imseen  tyrant  and  four  miserable  companies  of 
sepoys  executed  all  the  horrible  things  that  we  have  men- 
tioned. The  spirit  of  the  Bajah's  subjects  was  roused  by 
their  wrongs,  and  encouraged  oy  the  contemptible  weakness 
of  their  oppressors.  The  whole  country  rose  up  in  rebellion, 
and  surely  in  justifiable  rebellion.  Every  writer  on  the  law 
of' nations, — every  man  that  has  written,  thought,  or  felt 
upon  the  affairs  of  government,  must  write,  know,  think,  and 
feel,  that  a  people  so  cruelly  scourged  and  oppressed,  both 
in  the  person  oi  their  chief  and  in  their  own  persons,  were 
justified  in  their  resistance.  They  were  roused  to  vengeance, 
and  a  short  but  most  bloody  war  followed. 

We  charge  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  with  all  the  conse- 
quences of  this  war.  We  charge  him  with  the  murder  of  our 
sepoys,  whom  he  sent  unarmed  to  such  a  dangerous  ent^- 
prise.  We  (Charge  him  with  the  blood  of  every  man  that 
was  shed  in  that  place ;  and  we  call  him,  as  we  have  called 
him,  a  tyrant,  an  oppressor,  and  a  murderer.  We  call  him 
murderer  in  the  largest  and  fullest  sense  of  the  word ;  be- 
cause he  was  the  cause  of  the  murder  of  our  English  officers 
and  sepoys,  whom  he  kept  unarmed  and  unacquainted  with 
the  danger  to  which  they  would  be  exposed  by  the  violence 
of  his  transactions.  He  sacrificed  to  his  own  nefarious  views 
every  one  of  those  lives,  as  well  as  the  lives  of  the  innocent 
natives  of  Benares,  whom  he  designedly  drove  to  resistance 
by  the  weakness  of  the  force  opposed  to  them,  after  inciting 
them,  by  tyranny  and  insult,  to  that  display  of  affection  to- 
wards their  sovereign  which  is  the  duty  of  all  good  subjects. 

My  lords,  these  are  the  iniquities  which  we  have  cliarged 
upon  the  prisoner  at  your  bar ;  and  I  will  next  call  your 
lordships'  attention  to  the  manner  in  which  these  iniquities 
have  been  pretended  to  be  justified.  You  will  perceive  a 
great  difference  in  the  manner  in  which  this  prisoner  is  ianedy 
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and  of  which  he  so  much  complains,  and  the  manner  in  which 
he  dealt  with  the  unfortunate  object  of  his  oppression.  The 
latter  thus  openly  appeals  to  his  accuser:  "  lou  are,"  says 
he,  "  upon  the  spot.  It  is  happy  for  me  that  you  are  so. 
You  can  now  inquire  into  my  conduct."  Did  Mr.  Hastings 
so  inquire  ?  No,  my  lords,  we  have  not  a  word  of  any  in- 
quiry ;  he  even  found  fresh  matter  of  charge  in  the  answer 
of  the  Sajah ;  although  if  there  is  an^  fault  in  this  answer, 
it  is  its  extremely  humble  and  submissive  tone.  If  there  was 
anytlung  £ftulty  in  his  manner,  it  was  his  extreme  humility 
and  submission.  It  is  plain  he  would  have  almost  submitted 
to  anything.  He  ofeied,  in  fact,  £220,000  to  redeem  him- 
self from  greater  suffering.  Surely  no  man  going  into  rebel- 
1km  would  offer  £220,000  of  the  treasure  which  would  be  so 
essential  to  his  success ;  nor  would  any  government  that  was 
really  apprehensive  of  rebellion  call  upon  the  suspected  per- 
son to  arm  and  discipline  two  thousand  horse.  My  lords,  it 
is  evident  no  such  apprehensions  were  entertained ;  nor  was 
any  such  charge  made  until  punishment  had  commenced.  A 
vague  accusation  was  then  brought  forward,  which  was  an- 
swered by  a  dear  and  a  natural  defence,  denying  some  parts 
of  the  charge,  evading  and  apologizing  for  others,  ana  de- 
siring the  whole  to  be  inquired  into.  To  this  request  the 
answer  of  the  Gk)vemor-General  was,  That  won't  do,  you 
shall  have  no  inauiries.  And  why  ?  Because  I  have  arbi- 
trary ^wer,  you  nave  no  rights,  and  I  can  and  will  punish 
you  without  inquiry.  I  admit  that  if  his  will  is  the  law,  he 
mi^  take  the  charge  before  punishment,  or  the  punishment 
before  the  charge,  or  he  may  punish  without  making  any 
diarge.  If  his  will  is  the  law,  all  I  have  been  saying  amounts 
to  nothing.  But  I  have  endeavoured  to  let  your  lordships 
see,  that  in  no  country  upon  the  earth  is  the  will  of  a  despot 
law.  It  may  produce  wicked,  flagitious,  tyrannical  acts,  out 
in  no  country  is  it  law. 

The  duty  of  a  sovereign  in  cases  of  rebellion,  as  laid  down 
in  the  Hedaia,  agrees  with  the  general  practice  in  India.  It 
was  usual,  except  in  cases  of  notorious  injustice  and  oppres- 
sion, whenever  a  rebellion  or  a  suspicion  of  a  rebellion  ex- 
isted, to  admonish  the  rebellious  party  and  persuade  him  to 
return  to  his  duty.  Causes  of  complaint  were  removed  and 
misunderstandings  explained,  and,  to  save  the  effusion  of 
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blood,  severe  measures  were  not  adopted  until  they  were 
rendered  indispensable.  This  wise  and  provident  law  is  or 
ought  to  be  the  law  in  all  countries  ;  it  was,  in  fact,  the  law 
in  that  oountrj,  but  Mr.  Hastings  did  not  attend  to  it.  His 
unfortunate  victim  was  ffoaded  to  revolt  and  driven  from  his 
subjects,  although  he  endeavoured  bj  message  after  message 
to  reconcile  this  cruel  tyrant  to  him.  He  is  told  in  reply. 
You  have  shed  the  blood  of  Englishmen,  and  I  will  never  be 
reconciled  to  you.  Your  lordships  will  observe,  that  the  rea^ 
son  he  gives  for  such  an  infernal  determination  (for  it  cannot 
be  justly  qualified  by  any  other  word)  is  of  a  ni^iure  to  make 
tyranny  the  very  foundation  of  our  government.  I  do  not 
say  here  upon  what  occasion  people  may  or  may  not  resist : 
but  surely,  if  ever  there  was  an  occasion  on  which  people, 
irom  love  to  their  sovereign  and  regard  to  their  counia^y 
might  take  up  arms,  it  was  this.  They  saw  a  tyrant  violent 
in  his  demands,  and  weak  in  his  power.  They  saw  their 
prince  imprisoned  and  insulted,  after  he  had  made  every  offer 
of  submission,  and  had  laid  his  turban  three  times  in  the  lap 
of  his  oppressor.  They  saw  him,  instead  of  availing  himseu 
of  the  means  he  possessed  of  cutting  off  his  adversary  (for 
the  life  of  Mr.  Hastings  was  entirely  in  his  power),  betaking 
himself  to  flight.  They  then  thronged  round  him,  took  up 
arms  in  his  defence,  and  shed  the  bl(x>d  of  some  of  his  insult- 
ers.  Is  this  resistance,  so  excited,  so  provoked^  a  plea  for 
irreconcilable  vengeance  ? 

I  must  beg  pardon  for  having  omitted  to  lay  before  your 
lordships,  in  its  proper  place,  a  most  extraordinary  paper, 
which  will  show  you  in  what  manner  judicial  inquiries  are 
conducted,  upon  what  grounds  charges  are  made,  by  what 
sort  of  evid^ce  they  are  supported,  and,  in  short,  to  what 
perils  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  mien  are  subjected  in  that 
country.  This  paper  is  in  the  printed  minutes,  page  1608. 
It  was  given  in  agreeably  to  retrograde  order  which  they 
have  established  in  their  judical  proceedings.  It  was  pro- 
duced to  prove  the  truth  of  a  charge  of  rebellioai,  which  waa 
made  some  months  before  the  paper  in  evidence  was  known 
to  the  accuser. 

"  To  the  Honourable  Warren  Hastings.  Sir, — ^About  the 
month  of  November  last,  I  communicated  to  Mr.  Markham 
the  substance  of  a  conversation  said  to  have  passed  between 
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Bajah  Cbeit  Sing  and  Saadut  Ally,  and  which  was  reported 
to  me  by  a  person  in  whom  I  had  some  ocmfidence.  The 
mode  of  communicating  this  intelligenoe  to  you  I  left  en- 
tirely to  Mr.  Markhan.  In  this  conrersation,  which  was 
priyate,  the  Baiah  and  Saadut  Ally  were  said  to  have  talked 
of  Hyder  Ally  s  yictory  orer  Colcmel  Baillie's  detachment ; 
to  have  agreed  that  they  ought  to  seize  this  opportuniiy  of 
amsulting  their  own  interest,  and  to  have  determined  to 
watch  the  success  of  Hyder^s  arms.  Some  days  after  this 
oonTeraation  was  said  to  haye  happened,  I  was  informed  by 
the  same  person,  that  the  Eajah  had  receiyed  a  message  from 
one  of  the  begums  at  'Fjtamd  (I  think  it  was  from  Sujah  ul 
Dowlah's  widow),  adyising  him  not  to  comply  with  the  de- 
maads  of  goyemment,  and  encouraging  him  to  expect  support 
in  case  of  his  resisting.  This  also,  I  belieye,  I  communicated 
to  Mr.  Markham,but^  not  being  perfectly  certain,  I  now  thiok 
it  my  duty  to  remoye  the  possibility  of  your  remaining  imao- 
quainted  with  a  circumstance  which  may  not  be  unconnected 
with  the  present  conduct  of  the  Eajah." 

Here  then  is  eyidence  of  eyidence  giyen  to  Mr.  Markham 
by  Mr.  Balfour,  from  Lucknow,  in  the  month  of  Noy^nber, 
1781,  long  aiter  the  transaction  at  Benares.  But  what  was 
thiv  eyidence  ?  I  communicate,  he  says,  the  subject  of  ^  a 
ccmyersation  said  to  haye  passed."  Obserye,  taid,  not  a 
ooorersation  that  had  passed  to  his  knowledge  or  recoUec- 
tion,  but  what  his  informant  said  had  passed.  He  adds, 
iMM  conyersation  was  reported  to  him  by  a  person  whom  he 
won't  name,  but  in  whom,  he  says,  he  had  some  confidence. 
This  anonymous  person,  in  whom  he  had  put  some  eonfi- 
deooe,  was  not  himself  present  at  the  conyersation.  He  only 
lepartm  to  him,  that  it  was  gaid  by  somebody  else  that  such 
a  conyersation  had  taken  place.  This  conyersation,  which 
Bom^xxly  toLd  Colonel  Balfour  he  had  heard  was  said  by 
somebody  to  haye  taken  place,  if  true,  related  to  matters  of 
sreat  importance ;  still  the  mode  of  its  communication  was 
left  to  'hSbt,  Markham,  and  that  gentleman  did  not  bring  it  for* 
ward  till  some  months  aft^.  Cc^onel  Balfour  proceeds  to. 
say :  ^  Some  days  after  this  conyersation  was  said  to  haye 
hi^pened "  (your  lordships  will  obserye,  it  is  always,  *  was 
said  to  haye  happened'),  '^  I  was  informed  by  the  same  person 
tiiafe  the  Bajah  nad  receiyed  a  message  fr(»n  one  of  the  he* 
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gams  at  ^zabad  (I  think  it  was  from  Sujah  ul  Dowlah's 
widow),  adyisiDg  him  not  to  comply  with  the  demands  of 
government,  and  encouraging  him  to  expect  support  in  case 
of  his  resisting."  He  next  adds,  'Hhis  also  I  believe" 
(observe,  he  says  he  is  not  quite  sure  of  it)  "  I  communi- 
cated to  Mr.  Markham,  but,  not  being  perfectly  certain  "  (of 
a  matter  the  immediate  knowledge  of  which,  if  true,  was  of 
the  highest  importance  to  his  country),  "  I  now  think  it  my 
duty  to  remove  the  possibility  of  your  remaining  unacquain^ 
ed  with  a  circumstance  which  may  not  be  unconnected  with 
the  present  conduct  of  the  Bajah." 

Here  is  a  man  that  comes  with  information  long  after  the 
fieu^t  deposed  to,  and  after  having  left  to  another  the  commu- 
nication of  his  intelligence  to  the  proper  authority,  that  other 
neglects  the  matter.  No  letter  of  Mr.  Markham's  appears, 
communicating  any  such  conversation  to  Mr.  Hastings :  and 
indeed  why  he  did  not  do  so  must  appear  very  obvious  to 
your  lordships,  for  a  more  contemptible,  ridiculous,  and  ab- 
surd story  never  was  invented.  Does  Mr.  Balfour  come 
forward  and  tell  him  who  his  informant  was  ?  No.  Does 
he  say,  he  was  an  informant  whom  I  dare  not  name,  upon 
account  of  his  great  consequence  and  the  great  confidence 
I  had  in  him  ?  No.  He  only  says,  slightly,  "  I  have  some 
confidence  in  him."  It  is  upon  this  evidence  of  a  reporter 
of  what  another  is  9aid  to  have  9aid,  that  Mr.  Hastings  and 
his  council  rely  for  proof,  and  have  thought  proper  to  charge 
the  Itajah  with  having  conceived  rebellious  designs,  soon  after 
the  time  when  Mr.  Hastings  had  declared  his  belief  that  no 
such  designs  had  been  formed. 

Mr.  Hastings  has  done  with  his  charge  of  rebellion  what 
he  did  with  his  declaration  of  arbitrary  power ;  after  he  had 
vomited  it  up  in  one  place,  he  returns  to  it  in  another.  He 
here  declares  (after  he  had  recorded  his  belief  that  no  rebel- 
lion was  ever  intended)  that  Mr.  Markham  was  in  possession 
of /information  which  he  might  have  believed,  if  it  had  been 
commu^ucated  to  him.  Good  Heavens !  When  you  review 
all  these  circumstances,  and  consider  the  principles  upon 
which  this  man  was  tned  and  punished,  what  must  you 
think  of  the  miserable  situation  of  persons  of  the  highest 
rank  in  that  country,  under  the  government  of  men  who 
are  disposed  to  disgrace  and  ruin  them  in  this  iniquitous 
manner! 
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Mr.  Balfour  is  in  Europe,  I  believe.  How  comes  it  that 
he  is  not  produced  here  to  tell  your  lordships  who  was  his 
informer,  and  what  he  knows  of  the  transaction  ?  The j  have 
not  produced  him,  but  have  thought  fit  to  rely  upon  this 
miserable,  beggarly  semblance  of  evidence,  the  very  produc- 
tion of  which  was  a  crime,  when  brought  forward  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  colour  to  acts  of  injustice  and  oppression. 
If  you  ask,  who  is  this  Mr.  Balfour  ?  He  is  a  person  who 
was  a  military  collector  of  revenue  in  the  province  of  Eohil 
Cund ;  a  country  now  ruined  and  desolated,  but  once  the 
garden  of  the  world.  It  was  from  the  depth  of  that  horrible 
devastating  system  that  he  gave  this  ridiculous,  contemptible 
evidence,  which  if  it  can  be  equalled,  I  shall  admit  that 
there  is  not  vone  word  we  have  said  that  you  ought  to 
attend  to. 

Your  lordships  are  now  enabled  to  sum  up  the  amount 
and  estimate  the  result  of  all  this  iniquity.  The  Eajah  him- 
self isi  punished,  he  is  ruined  and  undone,  but  the  £500,000 
is  not  gained.  He  has  fled  his  country,  but  he  carried  his 
treasures  with  him.  His  forts  are  taken  possession  of,  but 
there  was  nothing  found  in  them.  It  is  the  report  of  the 
country,  and  is  so  stated  by  Mr.  Hastings,  that  he  carried 
away  with  him,  in  gold  and  silver,  to  the  value  of  about 
£400,000 :  and  thus  that  sum  was  totally  lost,  even  as  an 
object  of  plunder,  to  the  Company.  The  author  of  the  mis- 
chief lost  his  favourite  object  by  his  cruelty  and  violence. 
If  Mr.  Hastings  had  listened  to  Cheit  Sing  at  first ;  if  he  had 
answered  his  letters,  and  dealt  civilly  with  him ;  if  he  had 
endeavoured  afterwards  to  compromise  matters ;  if  he  had 
told  him  what  his  demands  were ;  if,  even  after  the  rebel- 
lion had  broken  out,  he  had  demanded  and  exacted  a  fine ; 
the  Company  would  have  gained  £220,000  at  least,  and  per- 
lu^s  a  much  larger  sum,  without  difficulty.  They  would 
not  then  have  had.  £400,000  carried  out  of  the  country  by 
a  tributary  chief,  to  become,  as  we  know  that  sum  has  be- 
come, the  plunder  of  the  Mahrattas  and  our  other  enemies. 
I  state  to  you  the  account  of  the  profit  and  loss  of  tyranny ; 
take  it  as  an  account  of  profit  and  loss :  forget  the  morali^, 
forget  the  law,  forget  the  policy ;  take  it,  I  say,  as  a  matter  of* 
profit  and  loss.  Mr.  Hastings  lost  the  subsidy;  Mr.  Hastings 
lost  the  £220,000  which  was  ofiered  him,  and  more  that 
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he  might  have  got.  Mr.  Hastmgs  lost  it  all,  and  the  Com- 
paay  lost  the  £400,000  which  he  meant  to  exact.  It  was 
carried  from  the  British  dominions,  to  enrich  its  ^lemies  £>r 
ever. 

This  man,  my  lords,  has  not  only  acted  thus  TindictiTdy 
himself^  but  he  has  avowed  the  principle  of  revenge  as  a 
general  rule  of  policy  connected  with  the  security  of  Hie 
British  government  in  India.  He  has  dared  to  declare,  that 
if  a  native  once  draws  his  sword  he  is  not  to  be  pardoned ; 
that  you  never  are  to  forgive  an^  man  who  has  killed  an 
English  soldier.  You  are  to  be  implacable  and  resentful ; 
and  there  is  no  maxim  of  tyrants  which,  upon  account  of 
the  supposed  weakness  of  your  government,  you  are  not  to 

fursue.  Was  this  the  conduct  of  the  Mogul  conquerors  of 
ndia  ?  and  must  this  necessarily  be  the  policy  of  their  Chria- 
tian  successors  P  I  pledge  mvself,  if  called  upon,  to  prove 
the  contrary.  I  pledge  m^lf  to  produce,  in  the  history 
if  the  Mogul  empire,  a  series  of  pardons  and  amnestks  for 
rebellions,  from  its  earliest  establishments,  and  in  its  most 
distant  provinces. 

I  need  not  state  to  your  lordships  what  you  know  ta  be 
the  true  principles  of  British  policy  in  matters  of  this  nature. 
When  there  has  been  provocation,  you  ought  to  be  ready  to 
listen  to  terms  of  reconciliation,  even  after  war  has  been 
made.  This  you  ought  to  do,  to  show  that  you  are  placable ; 
such  policy  as  tiiis  would  doubtless  be  of  the  greatest  benefit 
and  advantage  to  you.  Look  to  the  case  of  Sujah  Dowlah  ; 
you  had,  in  the  cause  of  a  war  with  him,  driven  him  from 
nis  country ;  you  had  not  left  him  in  possession  of  a  foot  of 
earth  in  the  world.  The  Mogul  was  his  sovereign,  and,  by 
his  authority,  it  was  in  your  power  to  dispose  of  the  vizieiv 
ate  and  of  every  office  of  stf^  which  Sujah  Dowlah  held 
under  the  emperor ;  for  he  hated  him  mortally,  and  was  de>- 
sirous  of  dispossessing  him  of  everythiiig.  What  did  yoa 
do?  Though  he  had  shed  much  English  blood,  you  re- 
established him  in  all  his  power ;  you  gave  him  more  than  he 
before  possessed,  and  you  had  no  reason  to  repent  your  gen- 
erosity. Your  magnanimit^r  and  justice  proved  to  be  the 
best  policy,  and  was  the  subject  of  admiration  from  one  end 
of  India  to  the  other.  But  Mr.  Hastings  had  other  maxima 
and  other  principles.   You  are  weak^  he  says,  and  therefore 
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you  ought  noTer  to  forgive.  Indeed,  Mr.  Hastings  never 
does  forgive.  The  Bajah  was  weak,  and  he  persecuted  him ; 
Mr.  Hastings  was  wei^,  and  he  lost  his  prey.  He  went  up 
the  oounlary  with  the  rapacity,  but  not  with  the  i»lons  and 
beak,  of  a  vulturid.  He  went  to  look  for  plunder,  but  he 
was  himself  plundered,  the  country  was  ravaged,  and  t  e 
piey  escaped. 

Alter  tne  escape  of  Cheit  Sing,  there  still  existed  in  one 
eo^met  of  the  country  some  further  food  for  Mr.  Hastings's 
rapacity.  There  was  a  place  cidled  Bidjigur,  one  of  those 
forts  which  Mr.  Hastings  declared  could  not  be  safely  lefb 
ih  the  possession  of  the  Eajah ;  measures  were  therefore  taken 
to  obtain  possession  of  this  place,  soon  after  the  flight  of  its 
unfortunate  proprietor.  And  what  did  he  find  in  it?  A 
great  and  powemd  garrison  P  Ko,  my  lords ;  he  found  in  it 
the  wives  and  family  of  the  Eajah ;  he  found  it  inhabited  by 
two  hundred  women,  and  defended  by  a  garrison  of  eunuchs 
and  a  few  feeble  nnlitia  men.  This  fortress  was  supposed 
by  him  to  contain  some  money,  which  he  hoped  to  lay  hold 
of,  when  all  other  means  of  rapacity  had  escaped  him.  He 
first  sends  (and  you  have  it  an.  your  minutes)  a  most  cruel, 
most  atrocious,  and  most  insultmg  message  to  these  unfor- 
tunate women ;  one  of  wh(Mn,  a  principal  personage  of  the 
fiunily,  we  find  him  in  the  subsequent  negotiation  scandaliz- 
ing in  one  minute,  and  declaring  to  be  a  women  of  respecta- 
ble character  in  the  next ;  treating  her  by  turns  as  a  prosti- 
•tute  and  as  an  amiable  woman,  as  best  suited  the  purposes  of 
the  hour.  This  woman,  with  two  hundred  of  her  sex,  he 
found  in  Bidjigur.  Whatever  money  they  had  was  their 
own  property,  and  as  such  Cheit  Sing,  who  had  visited  the 
place  b^re  his  flight,  had  left  it  for  their  support,  thinking 
that  it  would  be  secure  to  them  as  their  property,  because 
they  were  persons  wholly  void  of  guilt,  as  they  must  needs 
have  been.  This  money  the  Eajwi  might  have  carried  off 
with  him ;  but  he  left  it  tiiem,  and  we  must  presume  that  it 
was  their  property ;  and  no  attempt  was  ever  made  by  Mr. 
Hastings  to  prove  otherwise.  They  had  no  other  property 
that  could  be  found.  It  was  the  only  means  of  subsistence 
for  themselves,  their  children,  their  domestics,  and  depeikl- 
ants,  and  for  the  whole  female  part  of  that  once  illusmoos 
and  next  to  royal  family. 
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But  to  proceed.  .  A  detachment  of  soldiers  was  sent  to 
seize  the  forts ;  soldiers  are  habitually  men  of  some  gener- 
osity ;  even  when  they  are  acting  in  a  bad  cause  they  do  not 
wholly  lose  the  military  spirit.  But  Mr.  Hastings,  fearing, 
that  they  might  not  be  animated  with  the  same  lust  of  plun- 
der as  Mmsefi^  stimulated  them  to  demand  the  plunder  of  the 
place;  and  expresses  his  hopes  that  no  composition  would 
be  made  with  these  women,  and  l^t  not  one  shilling  of  the 
booty  would  be  allowed  them.  He  does  not  trust  to  their 
acting  as  soldiers  who  have  their  fortunes  to  make,  but  he 
stimidates  and  urges  them  not  to  give  way  to  the  generous 
passions  and  feelings  of  men. 

He  thus  writes  from  Benares,  the  22nd  of  October,  1781, 
ten  o'clock  in  the  morning — "  I  am  this  instant  favoured  with 
yours  of  yesterday ;  mine  to  you  of  the  same  date  has  before 
this  time  acquainted  you  with  my  resolutions  and  sentiments 
respecting  the  Baunee.  I  think  every  demand  she  has  made 
to  you,  except  that  of  safety  ani  respect  for  her  person,  is 
unreasonable.  If  the  reports  brought  to  me  are  true,  your 
rejecting  her  offers,  or  any  negotiation  with  her,  would  soon 
obtain  you  possession  of  the  fort  upon  your  own  terms.  I 
apprehend  that  she  will  contrive  to  defraud  the  captors  of  a 
considerable  part  of  the  boot;^,  by  being  suffered  to  retire 
without  exammation ;  but  this  is  your  consideration,  and  not 
mine.  I  should  be  sorry  that  your  officers  and  soldiers  lost 
any  part  of  the  reward  to  which  they  are  so  well  entitled, 
but  I  cannot  make  any  objection,  as  you  must  be  the  best 
judge  of  the  expediency  of  the  promised  indulgence  to  the 
Ilaunee.  What  you  have  engaged  for  I  will  certainly  ratify ; 
but  as  to  permitting  the  Baunee  to  hold  the  pergunnah  of 
Kurteck,  or  any  other  in  the  zemindary,  without  being  sub- 
ject to  the  authority  of  the  zemindar ;  or  any  lands  whatever, 
or  indeed  making  any  conditions  with  her  for  a  provision ;  I 
will  never  consent  to  it." 

My  lords,  you  have  seen  the  principles  upon  which  this 
man  justifies  his  conduct.  Here  his  real  nature,  character, 
and  disposition  break  out.  These  women  had  been  guilty  of 
no  rebellion.  He  never  charged  them  with  any  crime  but 
that  of  having  wealth :  and  yet  you  see  with  what  ferocity 
he  pursues  everything  that  belonged  to  the  destined  object 
of  his  cruel,  inhuman,  and  more  than  tragic  revenge.     I^ 
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says  he,  you  have  made  an  agreement  with  them,  and  will 
insist  upon  it,  I  will  keep  it ;  but  if  you  have  not,  I  beseech 
you  not  to  make  any.  Do  n't  give  them  anything ;  suffer  no 
stipulations  whatever  of  a  provision  for  them.  The  capitula- 
tion I  will  ratify,  provided  it  contains  no  article  of  future 
provision  for  them:  this  he  positively  forbad;  so  that  his 
bloodthirsty  vengeance  would  have  sent  out  these  two  hun- 
dred innocent  women  to  stffrve  naked  in  the  world. 

But  he  not  only  declares  that  the  money  found  in  the  fort 
is  the  soldiers' ;  he  adds,  that  he  should  be  sorry  if  they  lost 
a  shilling  of  it.  So  that  you  hdve  here  a  man  not  only  de- 
claring that  the  money  was  theirs,  directly  contrary  to  the 
Company's  positive  orders  upon  other  similar  occasions,  and 
after  he  had  himself  declared  that  prize-money  was  poison  to 
soldiers ;  but  directly  inciting  them  to  insist  upon  their  right  to  it . 

A  month  had  been  allowed  by  proclamation  for  the  sub- 
mission of  all  persons  who  had  been  in  rebellion,  which  sub- 
mission was  to  entitle  them  to  indemnity.  But,  my  lords, 
he  endeavoured  to  break  the  public  faith  with  these  women, 
by  inciting  the  soldiers  to  make  no  capitulation  with  them, 
and  thus  depriving  them  of  the  benefit  of  the  proclamation, 
by  preventing  their  voluntary  surrender. 

[Me.  Burke  here  read  the  proclamation.] 

From  the  date  of  thisproclamation  it  appears  that  the  sur- 
render of  the  fort  was  clearly  within  the  time  given  to  those 
who  had  been  guilty  of  the  most  atrocious  acts  of  rebellion 
to  repair  to  their-  homes  and  enjoy  an  indemnity.  These 
women  had  never  quitted  their  homes,  nor  had  they  been 
chai^d  with  rebellion,  and  yet  they  were  cruelly  excluded 
from  the  general  indemnity ;  and  after  the  army  had  taken 
unconditional  possession  of  the  fort,  they  were  turned  out  of 
it,  Mid  ordered  to  the  quarters  of  the  commanding  officer. 
Major  Popham.  This  officer  had  received  from  Mr.  Hast- 
ings a  power  to  rob  them,  a  power  to  plunder  them,  a  power 
to  distribute  the  plunder,  but  no  power  to  give  them  any 
allowance,  nor  any  authority  even  to  receive  them. 

In  this  disgraceful  afiair  the  soldiers  showed  a  generosity 
which  Mr.  Hastings  neither  showed  nor  would  have  suffered, 
if  he  could  have  prevented  it.  They  agreed  amongst  them- 
selves to  give  to  these  women  three  lacks  of  rupees,  and  some 
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trifle  more ;  and  the  rest  was  divided  as  a  prey  among  the 
army.  The  sum  found  in  the  fort  was  about  £238,000,  not 
the  smallest  part  of  which  was  in  any  way  proved  to  be  Cheit 
Sing's  property*  or  the  property  of  any  person  but  the  un- 
fortunate women  who  were  found  in  the  possession  of  it. 

The  plunder  of  the  fort  being  thus  given  to  the  soldiers, 
what  does  Mr.  Hastings  next  do  ?  He  is  astonished  and 
stupified  to  find  so  much  unprofitable  violence  ;  so  much  ty- 
ranny and  so  little  pecuniary  advantage ;  so  much  bloodshed 
without  any  profit  to  the  Company.  He  therefore  breaks  his 
faith  with  the  soldiers ;  declares  that,  having  no  right  to  the 
money,  they  must  refiind  it  to  the  Company;  and,  on  their 
refusal,  he  instituted  a  suit  against  them.  With  respect  to 
the  three  lacks  of  rupees,  or  £30,000,  which  was  to  be  given 
to  these  women,  have  we  a  scrap  of  paper  to  prove  its  pay- 
ment ?  Is  there  a  single  receipt  or  voucher  to  verify  their 
having  received  one  sixpence  of  it  ?  I  am  rather  inclmed  to 
think  that  they  did  receive  it,  or  some  part  of  it,  but  I  do  n*t 
know  a  greater  crime  in  public  officers  than  to  have  no  kind 
of  vouchers  for  the  disposal  of  any  large  sums  of  money 
which  pass  through  theur  hands ;  but  this,  my  lords,  is  the 
great  vice  of  Mr.  Bbstings's  government. 

I  have  briefly  taken  notice  of  the  claim  which  Mr.  Hast- 
ings thought  proper  to  make,  on  the  part  of  the  Company, 
to  the  treasure  found  in  the  fort  of  Bidjigur,  after  he  had 
instigated  the  army  to  claim  it  as  the  right  of  the  captors* 
Your  lordships  will  not  be  at  a  loss  to  account  for  this 
strange  and  barefaced  inconsistency.  This  excellent  Governor 
foresaw  that  he  would  have  a  bad  account  of  this  business  to 
give  to  the  contractors  in  Leadenhall  Street,  who  consider 
laws,  religion,  morality,  and  the  priliciples  of  state  policy  of 
empires  as  mere  questions  of  profit  and  loss.  Finding  that 
he  had  dismal  accounts  to  give  of  great  sums  expended  with- 
out anv  returns,  he  had  recourse  to  the  only  expedient  that 
was  left  him.  He  had  broken  his  faith  with  the  ladies  in 
the  fort,  by  not  suffering  his  officers  to  grant  them  that  in- 
demnity which  his  proclamation  offered.  Then,  finding  that 
the  soldiers  had  taken  him  at  his  Word,  and  appropriated  the 
treasure  to  their  own  use,  he  next  broke  his  Kuth  with  them. 
A  constant  breach  of  faith  is  a  maxim  with  him.  He  claims 
the  treasure  for  the  Company,  and  institutes  a  suit  before  Sir 
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Elijali  Impey,  who  gives  the  money  to  the  Company,  and  not 
to  the  soldiers.  The  soldiers  appeal ;  and  since  the  begin- 
ning of  this  trial,  I  believe  even  very  lately,  it  has  been  de- 
cided by  the  council  that  the  letter  of  Mr.  Hastings  was  not, 
as  Sir  Elijah  Impey  pretended,  a  mere  private  letter,  because 
it  had  "  Bear  Sir"  in  it ;  but  a  public  order,  authorizing  the 
soldierg  to  divide  the  money  among  themselves. 

Thus  £200,000  was  distributed  among  the  soldiers ; 
£400,000  was  taken  away  by  Cheit  Sing,  to  be  pillaged  by 
all  the  Company's  enemies  through  whose  countries  he 
passed ;  and  so  ended  one  of  the  great  sources  from  which 
this  great  financier  intended  to  supply  the  exigencies  of  the 
Company,  and  recruit  their  exhausted  finances. 

By  this  proceeding,  my  lords,  the  national  honour  is  dis- 
graced ;  aU  the  rules  of  justice  are  violated,  and  every  sanc- 
tion, human  and  divine,  trampled  upon.  We  have,  on  one 
side,  a  country  ruined,  a  noble  family  destroyed,  a  rebellion 
raised  by  outrage  and  quelled  by  bloodshed,  the  national  faith 
pledged  to  indemnity,  and  that  indemnity  faithlessly  withheld 
m)m  helpless,  defenceless  women ;  while  the  other  side  of  the 

Eicture  is  equally  unfavourable.  The  East  India  Company  have 
ad  their  treasure  wasted,  their  credit  weakfened,  their  honour 
polluted,  and  their  troops  employed  against  their  own  subjects, 
when  their  services  were  required  against  foreign  enemies. 

My  lords,  it  only  remains  for  me,  at  this  time,  to  make  a 
few  observations  upon  some  proceedings  of  the  prisoner,  re- 
specting the  revenue  of  Benares.  I  must  first  state  to  your 
lordships,  that  in  the  year  1780  he  made  a  demand  upon 
that  country,  which,  by  his  own  account,  if  it  had  been 
complied  with,  would  only  have  left  £23,000  a  year  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Bajah  and  his  family.  I  wish  to  have 
this  account  read,  for  the  purpose  of  verifying  the  observa- 
tions which  I  shall  have  to  make  to  your  lordships. 

[Here  the  account  was  read.] 

I  must  now  observe  to  your  lordships,  that  Mr.  Markham 
and  Mr.  Hastings  have  stated  the  Eajah's  net  revenue  at 
forty-six  lacks ;  but  the  accounts  before  you  state  it  at  forty 
lacks  only.  Mr.  Hastings  had  himself  declared  that  he  did 
not  think  the  country  could  safely  yield  more,  and  that  any 
attempt  to  extract  more  would  be  ruinous. 
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Tour  lordships  will  observe,  that  the  first  of  these  esti- 
mates is  unaccompanied  with  any  document  whatever,  and 
that  it  is  contradicted  by  the  papers  of  receipt  and  the  arti- 
cles of  account,  from  all  of  which  it  appears  that  the  coun- 
try never  yielded  more  than  forty  lacks  during  the  time  that 
Mr.  Hastings  had  it  in  his  possession ;  and  you  may  be  sure 
he  squeezed  as  much  out  of  it  as  he  could.  He  had  his  own 
residents ;  first  Mr.  Markham,  then  Mr.  Fowke,  then  Mr. 
Grant ;  they  aU  went  up  with  a  design  to  make  the  most 
of  it.  They  endeavoured  to  do  so ;  but  they  never  could 
screw  it  up  to  more  than  forty  lacks,  by  aU  the  violent  means 
which  they  employed.  The  ordinary  subsidy,  as  paid  at 
Calcutta  by  the  Eajah,  amounted  to  twenty-two  lacks  ;  and 
it  is  therefore  clearly  proved  by  this  paper  that  Mr.  Hast- 
tings's  demand  of  fifty  lacks  (£500,000),  joined  to  the  subsi- 
dies, was  more  than  the  whole  revenue  which  the  country 
could  yield.  What  hoarded  treasures  the  Eajah  possessed, 
and  which  Mr.  Hastings  says  he  carried  off  with  him,  does 
not  appear.  That  it  was  any  considerable  sum,  is  more  than 
Mr.  Hastings  knows,  more  than  can  be  proved,  more  than 
is  probable.  He  had  not,  in  his  precipitate  flight,  any  means, 
I  think,  of  carrying  away  a  great  sum.  It  forther  appears 
from  these  accounts  that,  afber  the  payment  of  the  subsidy, 
there  would  only  have  been  left  £18,000  a  year  for  the 
support  of  the  Eajah's  family  and  establishments. 

Your  lordships  have  now  a  standard,  not  a  visionary  one, 
but  a  standard  verified  by  accurate  calculation  and  authentic 
accounts.  You  may  now  fairly  estimate  the  avarice  and 
rapacity  of  this  man,  who  describes  countries  to  be  enor- 
mously rich,  in  order  that  he  may  be  justified  in  pillagiag 
them.  But  however  insatiable  the  prisoner's  avarice  may  be, 
he  has  other  objects  in  view,  other  passions  rankling  in  his 
heart,  besides  the  lust  of  money.  He  was  not  ignorant,  and 
we  have  proved  it  hj  his  own  confession,  that  his  pretended 
expectation  of  benefit  to  the  Company  could  not  be  realized ; 
but  he  well  knew  that  by  enforcing  his  demands  he  should 
utterly  and  effectually  ruin  a  man  whom  he  mortally  hated 
and  abhorred;  a  man  who  could  not,  by  any  sacrifices 
offered  to  the  avarice,  avert  the  cruelty  of  his  implacable 
enemy. 

As  long  as  truth  remains,  as  long  as  figures  stand,  as  long 
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as  two  and  two  are  four,  as  long  as  there  is  mathematical 
and  arithmetical  demonstration,  so  long  shall  his  cruelty, 
rage,  ravage,  and  oppression  remain  evident  to  an  astonished 
posterity.  I  shall  'undertake,  my  lords,  when  this  court 
meets  again,  to  develope  the  consequences  of  this  wicked 
proceedmg.  I  shall  then  show  you,  that  that  part  of  the  Ea- 
^'s  family  which  he  left  behind  him,  and  which  Mr.  Hast- 
ings pretended  to  take  under  his  protection,  was  also  ruined, 
undone,  and  destroyed ;  and  that  the  once  beautiful  country 
of  Benares,  which  he  has  had  the  impi^dence  to  represent  as 
being  still  in  a  prosperous  condition,  was  left  bv  him  in  such 
a  state  as  would  move  pity  in  any  tyrant  m  the  world, 
except  the  one  who  now  stands  before  you. 


TEIAL. 

TUESDAY,  3rd  JUNE,  1794. 


THIBD  DAT  OF  BEPLT. 


(Mb.  Bijbke.) 
My  Lobds, — We  are  called,  with  an  awful  voice,  to 
come  forth,  and  make  good  our  charge  against  the  prisoner 
at  your  bar ;  but  as  a  long  time  has  elapsed  since  your  lord- 
ships heard  that  charge,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  requesting 
my  worthy  fellow-manager  near  me  to  read  that  part  to 
your  lordships  which  I  am  just  now  going  to  observe  upon, 
that  you  may  be  the  better  able  to  apply  my  observations  to 
the  letter  of  the  charge. 

[Mr.  Wyndham  reads.] 

"  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  as  aforesaid  ex- 
pelled the  said  Cheit  Sing  from  his  dominions,  did,  of  his 
own  usurped  authority,  and  without  any  communication  with, 
or  any  approbation  given  by,  the  other  members  of  the  coun- 
cil, nominate  and  appoint  Eajah  Mehipnerain  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  provinces  of  Benares,  and  did  appoint  his  father 
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Ihirbed^  Sing  as  administrator  of  his  antboiitj,  and  did 
give  to  ibe  British  resident,  Mr.  Markham,  a  controlling  au- 
thority over  both ;  and  did  further  abrogate  and  set  aside 
all  treaties  and  agreements  which  subsisted  between  the 
states  of  Benares  and  the  British  nation ;  and  did  arbitrarily 
and  tyrannicallj,  of  his  mere  authority,  raise  the  tribute  to 
the  sum  of  £400,000  sterling,  or  thereabouts ;  did  further 
wantonly  and  illegally  impose  certain  oppressiTO  duties  upon 
goods  and  merchandise,  to  the  great  injury  of  trade  and  ruin 
of  the  province ;  and  did  further  dispose  of^  as  his  own,  the 
property  within  the  said  provinces,  by  granting  the  same,  or 
parts  thereof  in  pensions  to  such  persons  as  he  thought  fit. 

"  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  some  time  in  the 
year  1782,  enter  into  a  clandestine  correspondence  with  Wil- 
liam Markham,  Esq.,  the  then  resident  at  Benares,  which 
said  Markham  had  been  by  him  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
obtruded  into  the  said  office,  contrary  to  the  positive  orders 
of  the  court  of  directors ;  and  in  consequence  of  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  said  Markham  did,  under  pretence  that  the 
new  excessive  rent  or  tribute  was  in  arrear,  and  that  the 
affairs  of  the  province  were  likely  to  fall  into  confusion, 
authorize  and  empower  him,  by  his  own  private  authority, 
to  remove  the  said  Durbedgy  Sing  from  nis  office,  and  de- 
prive him  of  his  estate. 

"  That  the  said  Durbedgy  Sing  was,  by  the  private  orders 
and  authorities  givenbythe  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  in 
consequence  of  the  representations  aforesaid,  violently  thrown 
into  prison,  and  cruelly  confined  therein,  under  the  pretence 
of  the  non-payment  of  the  arrears  of  the  tribute  aforesaid. 

''  That  the  widow  of  Bulwant  Sing  and  the  Bajah  Mehip- 
nerain  did  pointedly  accuse  the  said  Markham  of  being  the 
sole  cause  of  any  delay  in  the  payment  of  the  tribute  afore- 
said, and  did  offer  to  prove  the  mnocence  of  the  said  Dur- 
bedgy Sing,  and  also  to  prove  that  the  faults  ascribed  to  him 
were  solely  the  faults  of  the  said  Markham;  yet  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  did  pay  no  regard  whatever  to  the  said 
representations,  nor  make  any  inquiry  into  the  truth  of  the 
same,  but  did  accuse  the  said  widow  of  Bulwant  Sing  and 
Bajah  afoFesaid  of  gross  presumption  for  the  same ;  and 
listening  to  the  representation  of  the  person  accused  (namely, 
the  resident  Markham),  did  c(mtinue  to  confine  the  said  Dur- 
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bedgj  Sing  in  prison,  and  did  invest  the  resident  Markham 
with  authority  to  bestow  his  office  upon  whomsoever  he 
pleased. 

''That  the  said  Markham  did  bestow  the  said  office  of 
administrator  of  the  province  of  Benares  upon  a  person 
named  Jagger  Deo  Sing,  who,  in  order  to  gratify  the  arbitrary 
demands  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  was  obliged  greatly 
to  distress  and  harass  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  of  the  said 
province. 

"That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  sometime  in  the 
year  1784,  remove  the  said'  Jagger  Deo  Sing  from  the  said 
office,  under  pretence  of  certain  irregularities  and  oppressions, 
which  irregularities  and  oppressions  are  solely  imputable  to 
him,  the  said  Warren  Hastings. 

"  l^at  the  consequence  of  all  these  violent  changes  and 
arbitrary  acts  was  the  total  ruin  and  desolation  of  the  coun- 
try and  ^e  flight  of  the  inhabitants  ;  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings having  found  eveij  place  abandoned  at  his  approach, 
even  by  t&  officers  of  the  very  government  which  he  es- 
tablished ;  and  seeing  nothing  but  traces  of  devastation  in 
every  village,  the  province  in  effect  without  a  government, 
the  administration  misconducted,  the  people  oppressed,  the 
trade  discouraged,  and  the  revenue  in  danger  of  a  rapid  decline. 

"  All  which  destruction,  devastation,  oppression,  and  ruin 
are  solely  imputable  to  the  above-mentioned  and  other  arbi- 
trary, illegal,  imjust,  and  tyrannical  acts  of  him,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings,  who,  by  all  and  every  one  of  the  same, 
was  and  is  guilty  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours.*' 

[Mr.  Burke  proceeded.] 

My  lords,  you  have  heard  the  charge ;  and  you  are  now 
going  to  see  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  in  a  new  point  of  view. 
I  will  now  endeavour  to  display  him  in  his  character  of  a  le;- 
gislator  in  a  foreign  land  not  augmenting  the  territory,  honour, 
and  power  of  Great  Britain,  and  bringing  the  acquisition  under 
the  dominion  of  law  and  liberty,  but  desolating  a  flourishing 
country,  that  to  all  intents  and  purposes  was  our  own ; — a 
country  which  we  had  conquered  from  freedom,  from  tran- 
quillity, order,  and  prosperity,  and  submitted,  through  him,  to 
arbitrary  power,  misrule,  anarchy,  and  ruin.  We  now  see  the 
object  of  his  corrupt  vengeance  utterly  destroyed,  his  family 
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driven  from  their  home,  his  people  butchered,  his  wife  and 
all  the  females  of  his  family  robbed  and  dishonoured  in  their 
persons,  and  the  effects  which  husband  and  parents  had  laid 
up  in  store  for  the  subsistence  of  their  families,  all  the  savings 
of  provident  economy,  distributed  amongst  a  rapacious  sol- 
diery. His  malice  is  victorious.  He  has  well  avenged,  in  the 
destruction  of  this  unfortunate  family,  the  Eajah's  intended 
visit  to  General  Clavering ;  he  has  well  avenged  the  suspect- 
ed discovery  of  his  bribe  to  Mr.  Francis.  "  Thou  hast  it  now, 
King,  Cawdor,  Glamis,  all." 

Lit  us  see,  my  lords,  what  use  he  makes  of  this  power ; 
how  he  justifies  the  bounty  of  fortune  bestowing  on  him  this 
strange  and  anomalous  conquest.  Anomalous  I  call  it,  my 
lords,  because  it  was  the  result  of  no  plan  in  the  cabinet,  no 
operation  in  the  field.  No  act  or  direction  proceeded  from 
him  the  responsible  chief,  except  the  merciless  orders  and  the 
grant  to  the  soldiery.  He  lay  skulking  and  trembling  in  the 
fort  of  Chunar,  while  the  British  soldiery  entitled  themsdves 
to  the  plunder  which  he  held  out  to  them.  Nevertheless,  my 
lords,  he  conquers ;  the  country  is  his  own ;  he  treats  it  as 
liis  own.  Let  us  therefore  see  how  this  successor  of  Tamer- 
lane, this  emulator  of  G-hinges  Kh^,  governs  a  country  con- 
quered by  the  talents  and  courage  of  others,  without  assist- 
ance, guiae,  direction,  or  counsel  given  by  himself. 

My  lords,  I  will  introduce  his  first  act  to  your  lordships' 
notice,  in  the  words  of  the  charge.  "  The  said  Warren  Hast- 
ings did,  some  time  in  the  year  1782,  enter  into  a  clandestine 
correspondence  with  "Wilham  Markham,  Esq.,  the  then  resi- 
dent at  Benares,  which  said  Markham  had  been  by  him,  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  obtruded  into  the  said  office,  contrary 
to  the  positive  orders  of  the  court  of  directors."  This  unjus- 
tifiable obtrusion,  this  illegal  appointment,  shows  you,  at  the 
very  outset,  that  lie  defies  the  laws  of  his  country ;  most  posi- 
tively and  pointedly  defies  them.  In  attempting  to  give  a 
reason  for  this  defiance,  he  has  chosen  to  tell  a  branch  of  the 
legislature,  from  which  originated  the  act  which  wisely  and 
prudently  ordered  him  to  pay  implicit  obedience  to  the  court 
of  directors,  that  he  removed  Mr.  Fowke  from  Benares,  con- 
trary to  the  orders  of  the  court,  on  political  grounds ;  "  be- 
cause," says  he,  "  I  thought  it  necessary  the  resident  there 
should  be  a  man  of  my  own  nomination  ana  confidence.  I  avow 
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the  principle,  and  think  no  government  can  subsist  without  it. 
The  punishment  of  the  Eajah  made  no  part  of  my  design  in 
Mr.  Fowke's  removal  or  Mr.  Markham's  appointment,  nor  was 
his  punishment  an  object  of  my  contemplation  at  the  time  I 
remoyed  Mr.  Powke  to  appoint  Mr.  Markham ;  an  appoiivt- 
ment  of  my  own  choice,  and  a  signal  to  notify  the  restoration 
of  my  own  authority,  as  I  had  before  removed  Mr.  Fowke 
and  appointed  Mr.  6raham  for  the  same  purpose." 

Here,  my  lords,  he  does  not  even  pretend  that  he  had  any 
view  whatever  in  this  appointment  of  Mr.  Markham,  but  to 
defy  the  laws  of  his  coimtry.  "  I  must,"  says  he,  "have  a 
man  of  my  own  nomination,  because  it  is  a  signal  to  notify 
the  restoration  of  my  own  authority,  as  I  had  before  removed 
Mr.  Fowke  for  the  same  purpose." 

I  must  beg  your  lordships  to  keep  in  mind,  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  observations  with  which  I  shall  trouble  you  have 
a  reference  to  the  principles  upon  which  this  man  acts ;  and 
I  beseech  you  to  remember  always  that  you  have  before  you 
a  question  and  an  issue  of  law.  I  beseech  you  to  consider 
wlmt  it  is  that  you  are  disposing  of ;  that  you  are  not  merely , 
disposing  of  this  man  ana  his  cause,  but  that  you  are  dis- 
posing of  the  laws  of  your  countrv. 

You,  my  lords,  have  made,  and  we  have  made,  an  act  of 
parliament  in  which  the  council  at  Calcutta  is  vested  with  a 
special,  power,  distinctly  limited  and  defined.  He  savs,  my 
authori^  is  absolute.  I  defy  the  orders  of  the  court  of  direc- 
tors, because  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  show  that  I  can  disre- 
gard tiiem,  as  a  signal  of  my  own  authority.  He  supposes 
his  authority  gone  while  he  obeys  the  laws;  but,  says  he, 
the  moment  I  ^ot  rid  of  the  bonds  and  barriers  of  the  laws 
(as  if  there  hud  been  some  act  of  violence  and  usurpation 
that  had  deprived  him  of  his  rightful  powers),  I  was  restored 
to  my  own  authority.  What  is  this  authority  to  which  he 
is  restored  ?  Not  an  authority  vested  in  him  by  the  East 
India  Company ;  not  an  authority  sanctioned  by  the  laws  of 
this  kingdom.  It  is  neither  of  these,  but  the  authority  of 
Warren  Hastings ;  an  inherent  divine  right,  I  suppose,  which 
he  has  thought  proper  to  claim  as  belonging  to  himself ;  some- 
thing independent  of  the  laws  ;  something  independent  of  the 
court  of  mrectors ;  something  independent  of  his  brethren 
of  the  council    It  is  "  my  own  authority." 
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And  what  is  the  signal  by  which  you  are  to  know  when 
this  authority  is  restored  ?  By  his  obedience  to  the  court  of 
directors  P  by  his  attention  to  the  laws  of  his  country  P  by 
his  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  people  ?  No,  my  lords,  no ; 
the  notification  of  the  restoration  of  this  authority  is  a  formal 
disobedience  of  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors.  When 
you  find  the  laws  of  the  land  trampled  upon,  and  their  ap- 
pointed authority  despised,  then  you  may  be  sure  that  the 
authority  of  the  prisoner  is  reestablished. 

There  is,  my  lords,  always  a  dose  connexion  between  yioea 
of  every  description.  The  man  who  is  a  tyrant  would,  under 
some  other  circumstances,  be  a  rebel ;  and  he  that  is  a  rebel 
would  become  a  tyrant.  They  are  things  which  originally 
proceed  from  the  same  source.  They  owe  their  birth  to  the 
wild,  unbridled  lewdness  of  arbitrary  power.  They  arise 
from  a  contempt  of  public  order,  and  of  the  laws  and  insti- 
tutions which  curb  mankind.  They  arise  from  a  harsh,  cruel, 
and  ferocious  disposition,  impatient  of  the  rules  of  law,  order, 
and  morality :  and  accordingly,  as  their  relation  varies,  the 
man  is  a  tyrant  if  a  superior,  a  rebel  if  an  inferior.  But  this 
man,  stsnding  in  a  middle  point  between  the  two  relations, 
the  superior  and  inferior,  declares  himself  at  once  both  a  re- 
bel and  a  tyrant.  We  therefore  naturally  expect,  that  when 
he  has  thrown  off  the  laws  of  his  country  he  will  throw  off 
all  other  authority.  Accordingly,  in  defiance  of  that  author- 
ity to  which  he  owes  his  situation,  he  nominates  Mr.  Mark- 
ham  to  the  residency  at  Benares,  and  therefore  every  act  of 
Mr.  Markham  is  his.  He  is  responsible, — doubly  responsible 
to  what  he  would  have  been  if  in  the  ordinary  course  of  of- 
fice ho  had  named  this  agent. 

Every  governor  is  responsible  for  the  misdemeanours  com- 
mitted under  his  legal  authority  for  which  he  does  not  pun- 
ish the  delinquent ;  but  the  prisoner  is  doubly  responsible  in 
this  case,  because  he  assumed  an  illegal  authority,  which  can 
be  justified  only,  if  at  all,  by  the  good  resulting  from  the  as- 
sumption. 

Having  now  chosen  his  principal  instrument,  and  his  con* 
fidential  and  sole  counsellor,  having  the  country  entirely  in 
his  hand,  and  every  obstacle  that  could  impede  his  course 
swept  out  the  arena,  what  does  he  do  under  these  auspicious 
circumstances  P    You  would  imagine,  that,  in  the  first  place, 
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he  would  bave  sent  down  to  the  council  at  Calcutta  a  general 
view  of  his  proceedings,  and  of  their  consequences,  together 
with  a  complete  statement  of  the  revenue ;  that  he  would 
have  recommended  the  fittest  persons  for  public  trusts,  veith 
such  other  measures  as  he  might  judge  to  be  most  essential 
to  the  interest  and  honour  of  his  employers.  One  would  have 
imagined  he  would  have  done  this,  m  order  that  the  council 
and  the  court  of  directors  might  have  a  clear  view  of  the 
whole  existing  system,  before  he  attempted  to  make  a  per- 
manent arrangement  for  the  administration  of  the  country. 
But,  on  the  contrary,  the  whole  of  his  proceedings  is  clandes- 
tinely conducted ;  there  is  not  the  slightest  communication 
with  the  council  upon  the  business,  till  he  had  determined 
and  settled  the  whole.  Thus  the  council  was  placed  in  a 
complete  dilemma,  either  to  confirm  aU  his  wicked  and  arbi- 
trary acts,  for  such  we  have  proved  them  to  be,  or  to  derange 
the  wbole  administration  of  the  country  again,  and  to  make 
another  revolution,  as  complete  and  dreaSul  as  that  which 
he  had  made. 

The  task  which  the  Governor-General  had  imposed  upon 
himself  was,  I  admit,  a  difficult  one ;  but  those  who  pull 
down  important  ancient  establishments,  who  wantonly  destroy 
modes  of  administration  and  public  institutions  under  whicn 
a  country  has  prospered,  are  the  most  mischievous,  and  there- 
fore the  wickedest,  of  men.  It  is  not  a  reverse  of  fortune,  it 
is  not  the  fall  of  an  individual,  that  we  are  here  talking  of. 
"We  are  indeed  sorry  for  Cheit  Sing  and  Durbedgy  Sing,  as 
we  should  be  sorry  for  any  individual  under  similar  circum- 
stances. 

It  is  wisely  provided  in  the  constitution  of  our  heart  that 
we  should  intwest  ourselves  in  the  fete  of  great  personages. 
They  are,  therefore,  made  everywhere  the  objects  of  tragedy, 
which  addresses  itself  directly  to  our  passions  and  our  feel- 
ings. And  why  ?  Because  men  of  great  place,  men  of  great 
rank,  men  of  great  hereditary  authority,  cannot  fell  without 
a  horrible  crash  upon  all  about  them.  Such  towers  cannot 
tumble  without  ruming  their  dependent  cottages. 

The  prosperity  of  a  country  that  has  been  distressed  by  a 
revolution  which  has  swept  off  its  principal  men  cannot  be 
reestablished  without  extreme  difficulty.  This  man  there- 
fwe,  who  wantonly  and  vdckedly  destroyed  the  existing 
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government  of  Benares  was  doubly  bound  to  use  all  possible 
care  and  caution  in  supplying  the  loss  of  those  institutions 
which  he  had  destroyed,  and  of  the  men  whom  he  had  driven 
into  exile.  This,  I  say,  he  ought  to  have  done.  Let  us  now 
see  what  he  really  did  do. 

He  set  out  by  disposing  of  all  the  property  of  the  country 
as  if  it  was  his  own.  He  first  confiscated  the  whole  estates 
of  the  Baboos,  the  great  nobility  of  the  country,  to  the  amount 
of  six  lacks  of  rupees.  He  then  distributed  the  lands  and 
revenue  of  the  country  according  to  his  own  pleasure ;  and 
as  he  had  seized  the  lands  without  our  knowing  why  or 
wherefore,  so  the  portion  which  he  took  away  from  some 
persons  he  gave  to  others,  in  the  same  arbitrary  manner/and 
vrithout  any  assignable  reason. 

When  we  were  inquiring  what  jaghires  Mr.  Hastings  had 
thought  proper  to  grant,  w^  found,  to  our  astonishment 
(though  it  is  natural  that  his  mind  should  take  this  turn), 
that  he  endowed  several  charities  with  jaghires.  He  gave  a 
jaghire  to  some  Brahmins,  to  pray  for  the  perpetual  prosperity 
of  the  Company,  and  others  to  procure  the  prayers  of  the 
same  class  of  men  for  himself.  I  do  not  blame  his  G^entoo 
piety,  when  I  find  no  Christian  piety  in  the  man ;  let  him 
take  refuge  in  any  superstition  he  pleases.  The' crime  we 
charge  is,  his  having  distributed  the  lands  of  others  at  his 
own  pleasure.  Whether  this  proceeded  from  piety,  from 
ostentation,  or  from  any  other  motive,  it  matters  not.  We 
contend  that  he  ought  not  to  have  distributed  such  land  at 
all ;  that  he  had  no  right  to  do  so ; — and  consequently,  the 
gift  of  a  single  acre  of  land,  by  his  own  private  will,  was  an 
act  of  robbery,  either  from  the  public  or  some  individual. 

When  he  had  thus  disturbed  the  landed  property  of  Be- 
nares, and  distributed  it  according  to  his  own  will,  he 
thought  it  would  be  proper  to  fix  upon  a  person  to  govern 
the  country ;  and  of  this  person  he  himself  made  the  choice. 
It  does  not  appear  that  the  people  could  have  lost,  even  by 
the  revolt  of  Cheit  Sing,  the  right  which  was  inherent  in 
them,  to  be  governed  by  the  lawM  successor  of  his  family. 
We  find,  however,  that  this  man,  by  his  own  authority,  by 
the  arbitrary  exercise  of  his  own  vnll  and  fancy,  did  think 
proper  to  nominate  a  person  to  succeed  the  Bajah  who  had 
no  legal  claims  to  the  succession.     He  made  choice  of  a  boy 
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about  nineteen  years  old ;  and  be  says  be  made  tbat  cboice 
npon  tbe  principle  of  this  boy's  being  descended  from  Bul- 
want  Sinff,  by  tbe  female  line.  But  he  does  not  pretend  to 
say  tbat  be  was  tbe  proper  and  natural  heir  to  Cheit  Sing  ; 
and  we  will  show  you  tbe  direct  contrary.  Indeed,  be  con- 
fesses tbe  contrary  himself;  for  he  argues,  in  his  defence, 
tbat  when  a  new  system  was  to  be  formed  with  tbe  successor 
of  Cheit  Sing,  who  was  not  his  heir,  each  successor  had  no 
claim  of  right. 

But  perhaps  the  want  of  right  was  supplied  by  the  capacity 
and  fitness  of  tbe  person  who  was  chosen.  I  do  not  say  tbat 
this  does  or  can  for  one  moment  supersede  tbe  positive  right 
€i  another  person;  but  it  would  palliate  the  injustice  in 
some  degree.  Was  there  in  this  case  any  palliative  matter  ? 
Who  was  tbe  person  chosen  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  succeed 
Cbeit  Sing  ?  My  lords,  the  person  chosen  was  a  minor ;  for, 
we  find,  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  immediately  proceeded  to 
appoint  him  a  guardian.  This  guardian  be  also  chose  by  bis 
own  will  and  pleasure,  as  be  himself  declares,  without  refer- 
ring to  any  particular  claim  or  usage ;  without  calling  tbe 
Pundits  to  instruct  him,  upon  whom,  by  tbe  Gentoo  laws, 
tbe  guardianship  devolved. 

I  admit,  tbat  in  selecting  a  guardian  be  did  not  in  one 
respect  act  improperly,  for  be  chose  the  boy's  father,  and  he 
comd  not  have  chosen  a  better  guardian  for  bis  person.  But 
for  tbe  administration  of  bis  government,  qualities  were  re- 
quired which  this  man  did  not  possess.  He  should  have 
chosen  a  man  of  vigour,  capacity,  and  diligence ;  a  man  fit 
to  meet  the  great  difficulties  of  tbe  situation  in  which  be 
was  to  be  placed. 

Mr.  Hastings,  my  lords,  plainly  tells  you  tbat  be  did  not 
think  tbe  man's  talents  to  be  extraordinary,  and  be  soon 
afterwards  says  tbat  be  had  a  great  many  incapacities.  He 
tells  you  tbat  be  has  a  doubt  whether  be  was  capable  of  real- 
izing those  hopes  of  revenue  which  be  (Mr.  Hastings)  bad 
formed.  Nor  can  this  be  matter  of  wonder,  when  we  con- 
sider tbat  he  had  ruined  and  destroyed  tbe  ancient  system, 
the  whole  scheme  and  tenour  of  public  offices,  and  had  sub- 
stituted nothing  for  them  but  bis  own  arbitrary  will.  He 
bad  formed  a  plan  of  an  entire  new  system,  in  which  the 
practical  details  bad  no  reference  to  the  experience  and  wis- 


d  by  Google 


62  SPEECH  DT  THE   IMPEACHMENT   OF 

dom  of  past  ages.  He  did  not  take  the  government  as  ho 
found  it ;  he  did  not  take  the  system  of  offices  as  it  was  ar^ 
ranged  to  his  hand :  but  he  dared  to  make  the  wicked  and 
flagitioQs  experiment  which  I  have  stated;  an  experiment 
upon  the  happiness  of  a  numerous  people,  whose  propert  j  he 
had  usurped  and  distributed  in  the  manner  whidi  has  been 
laid  before  your  lordships.  The  attempt  &iled,  and  he  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  consequences. 

How  dared  he  to  make  these  experiments  ?  In  what  man- 
ner can  he  be  justified  for  playing  fast  and  loose  with  the  dear- 
est interests,  and  perhaps  with  the  very  existence,  of  a  nation  ? 
Attend  to  the  manner  in  which  he  justifies  himself,  and  you 
will  find  the  whole  secret  let  out.  "  The  easy  accumulation 
of  too  much  wealth,"  he  says,  "had  been  Cheit  Sing's  ruin ; 
it  had  buoyed  him  up  with  extravagant  and  ill-founded  no- 
tions of  independence,  which  I  very  much  wished  to  discour- 
age in  the  future  Hajah.  Some  part,  therefore,  of  the  super- 
abundant produce  in  the  coimtry  I  turned  into  the  coffers 
of  the  sovereign  by  an  augmentation  of  the  tribute."  Who 
authorized  him  to  make  any  augmentation  of  the  tribute  ? 
But  above  all,  who  authorized  him  to  augment  it  upon  this 
principle  ?  I  must  take  care  the  tributary  prince  does  not 
grow  too  rich ;  if  he  gets  rich,  he  will  get  proud.  This  pri- 
soner has  got  a  scale  like  that  in  the  simanac,  "  war  begets 
poverty,  poverty  peace,"  and  so  on.  The  first  rule  that  he 
lays  down  is,  tnat  he  will  keep  the  new  Bajah  in  a  state  of 
poverty ;  because  if  he  grows  rich  he  will  become  proud,  and 
behave  as  Cheit  Sing  did.  You  see  the  ground,  K)imdatian, 
and  spirit  of  the  whole  proceeding.  Cheit  Sing  was  to  be 
robbed.  Why  ?  Because  he  is  too  rich.  His  successor  is  to 
be  reduced  to  a  miserable  condition.  Why  P  Lest  he  should 
grow  rich  and  becopie  troublesome.  The  whole  of  his  sys- 
tem is  to  prevent  men  from  growing  rich,  lest  if  they  should 
grow  rich  they  should  grow  proud,  and  seek  independence. 
Your  lordships  see  that  in  this  man's  opinion  riches  must  be* 
get  pride.  I  hope  your  lordships  will  never  be  so  poor  as  to 
cease  to  be  proud ;  for  ceasing  to  be  proud,  you  wiU  cease  to 
be  independent. 

Having  resolved  that  the  Bajah  should  not  grow  rich,  for 
fear  he  should  grow  proud  and  independent,  he  orders  him  to 
pay  forty  lacks  of  rupees,  or  £400,000,  annually  to  the  Com<» 
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pany.  The  tribute  h^d  before  been  £260,000,  and  lie  all  at 
once  raised  it  to  dS400,000.  Did  he  previously  inform  the 
council  of  these  intentions?  Did  he  inform  them  of  the 
amount  of  the  gross  collections  of  the  country,  from  any 
properly  authenticated  accounts  procured  from  any  public 
office? 

I  need  not  inform  your  lordships  that  it  is  a  serious  thing 
to  draw  out  of  a  country,  instead  of  £260,000,  an  annual  tri- 
bute of  £400,000.  There  were  other  persons  besides  the 
Eajah  concerned  in  this  enormous  increase  of  revenue.  The 
whole  country  is  interested  in  its  resources  being  fietirly  esti- 
mated and  assessed ;  for  if  you  overrate  the  revenue  which 
it  is  supposed  to  yield  to  the  great  general  collector,  you  ne- 
cessitate him  to  overrate  every  imder-coUector,  and  thereby 
instigate  them  to  harass  and  oppress  the  people.  It  is  upon 
these  grounds  that  we  have  charged  the  prisoner  at  your  bar 
with  ^ving  acted  arbitrarily,  illegally,  unjustly,  and  tyran- 
nically :  and  your  lordships  will  bear  in  mind  that  these  acts 
were  done  by  his  solo  authority,  which  authority  we  have 
shown  to  have  been  illegally  assumed. 

My  lords,  before  he  took  the  important  steps  which  I  have 
just  stated,  he  consulted  no  one  but  Mr.  Markham,  whom  he 
placed  over  the  new  Bajah.  The  Sojah  was  only  nineteen 
years  old :  but  Mr.  Markham  undoubtedly  had  the  advantage 
of  him  in  this  respect,  for  he  was  twenty-one.  He  had  afio 
the  benefit  of  five  months'  experience  of  the  country ;  an 
abundant  experience  to  be  sure,  my  lords,  in  a  country  where 
it  is  well  known,  from  the  peculiar  character  of  its  inhaoitants, 
that  a  man  cannot  anywhere  put  his  foot  without  placing  it 
upon  some  trap  or  mine^  imtil  he  is  pCTffectly  acquainted  with 
it«  localities.  Nevertheless,  he  puts  the  whole  country  and  a 
prince  of  nineteen,  as  appears  from  the  evidence,  into  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Markham,  a  man  of  twenty-one.  "We  have  no  doubt  of 
Mr.  Markham' s  capacity ;  but  he  could  have  no  experience  in 
the  country  over  which  he  possessed  a  general  controlling 
power.  Under  these  circumstances,  we  surely  shall  not  wonder 
if  this  young  man  fell  into  error.  I  do  not  like  to  treat  harshly 
the  errors  into  which  a  very  young  person  may  fall :  but  the 
man  who  employs  him,  and  puts  him  into  a  situation  for 
which  he  has  neither  capacity  nor  experience,  is  responsible 
for  the  consequences  of  such  an  appointment ;  and  Mr.  Hast- 
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ings  is  doubly  responsible  in  this  ease,  because  he  placed  Mr. 
Markham  as  resident,  merely  to  show  that  he  defied  the 
authority  of  the  court  of  directors. 

But,  my  lords,  let  us  proceed.  "We  find  Mr.  Hastings 
resolved  to  exact  forty  lacks  from  the  country,  although  he 
had  no  proof  that  such  a  tribute  could  be  fairly  collected. 
Hfi  next  assigns  to  this  boy,  the  Hajah,  emoluments  amounting 
to  about  £60,000  a  year.  Let  us  now  see  upon  what  grounds 
he  can  justify  the  assignment  of  these  emoluments.  I  c^n 
perceive  none  but  such  as  are  founded  upon  the  opinion  of  its 
being  necessary  to  the  support  of  the  Eajah's  dignity.  Now, 
when  Mr.  Markham,  who  is  the  sole  ostensible  actor  in  the 
management  of  the  new  Eajah,  as  he  had  been  a  witness  to 
the  deposition  of  the  former,  comes  before  you  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  what  he  thought  of  Cheit  Sing,  who  appears  to 
have  properly  supported  the  dignity  of  his  situation,  he  tells 
you  that  about  a  lack  or  a  lack  and  a  half  (£10,000  or 
£15,000)  a  year  was  as  much  as  Cheit  Sing  could  spend. 
And  yet  this  young  creature,  settled  in  the  same  country,  and 
who  was  to  pay  £400,000  a  year,  instead  of  £250,000,. 
tribute  to  the  Company,  was  authorized  by  Mr.  Hastings  to 
collect  and  reserve  to  his  own  use  £60,000  out  of  the  revenue. 
That  is  to  say,  he  was  to  receive  four  times  as  much  as  was 
stated  by  Mr.  Hastings,  on  Mr.  Markham' s  evidence,  to  have 
been  necessary  to  support  him. 

Your  lordships  tread  upon  corruption  everywhere.  Why 
was  such  a  large  revenue  given  to  the  young  Bajah  to  support . 
his  dignity,  when,  as  they  say,  Cheit  Sing  did  not  spend 
above  a  lack  and  half  in  support  of  his  ;  though  it  is  known 
he  had  great  establishments  to  maintain ;  that  he  had  erected 
considerable  buildings,  adorned  with  fine  gardens ;  and,  ac- 
cording to  them,  had  made  great  preparations  for  war  ? 

We  must  at  leifgth  imagine  that  they  knew  the  country 
could  bear  the  impost  imposed  upon  it.  I  ask,  how  did  they 
know  this  ?  We  have  proved  to  you,  by  a  paper  presented 
here  by  Mr.  Markham,  that  the  net  amount  of  the  collections 
was  about  £360,000.  This  is  their  own  account,  and  was 
made  up,  as  Mr.  Markham  says,  by  one  of  the  clerks  of  Dur- 
bedgy  Sing,  together  with  his  Persian  moonshee  (a  very 
fine  council  to  settle  the  revenues  of  the  kingdom),  in  his 
private  house.    And  with  this  account  before  them,  they 
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have  dared  to  impose  upon  the  necks  of  that  unhappy  people 
a  tribute  of  £400,000,  together  with  an  income  for  the  Eajah 
of  £60,000.  These  sums  the  naib  Durbedgy  Sing  was 
boimd  to  furnish,  and  left  to  get  them  as  he  could.  Your 
lordships  will  observe,  that  I  speak  of  the  net  proceeds  of 
the  collections.  "We  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  gross 
amotmt.  "We  are  speaking  of  what  came  to  the  public  trea- 
sury, which  was  no  more  than  I  have  stated ;  and  it  was  out 
of  the  public  treasury  that  these  payments  were  to  be  made, 
because  there  could  be  no  other  nonest  way  of  getting  the 
money. 

But  let  us  now  come  to  the  main  point,  which  is  to  ascer- 
tain what  simis  the  country  could  redly  bear.  Mr.  Hastings 
maintains  (whether  in  the  speech  of  his  counsel  or  otherwise, 
I  do  not  recollect)  that  tne  revenue  of  the  country  was 
£400,000,  that  it  constantly  paid  that  sum,  and  flourished 
under  the  payment.  In  answer  to  this,  I  refer  your  lordships, 
first  to  Mr.  Markham's  declaration,  and  the  w  assil  Baakee, 
which  is  in  the  page  1750  of  the  printed  minutes.  I  next  refer 
your  lordships  to  Mr.  Duncan's  Eeports,  in  page  2493.  Ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Duncan's  public  estimate  of  wie  revenue  of 
Benares,  the  net  collections  of  the  very  year  we  are  speaking 
of,  when  Durbedgy  Sing  had  the  management,  and  when. 
Mr.  Markham,  his  Persian  moonshee,  and  a  clerk  in  his  pri- 
vate house,  made  the  estimates,  without  any  documents,  or 
with  whatever  documents,  or  God  only  knows,  for  nothing 
appears  on  the  record  of  the  transaction ;  the  collections 
yielded  in  that  year  but  £340,000,  that  is,  £20,000  less  than 
Mr.  Markham's  estimate.  But  take  it  which  way  you  will, 
whether  you  take  it  at  Mr.  Markham's  £360,000,  or  at  Mr. 
Duncan's  £340,000,  your  lordships  will  see,  that,  after  re- 
serving £60,000  for  his  own  private  expenses,  the  Eajah 
could  not  realize  a  sum  nearly  equal  to  the  tribute  de- 
manded. 

Tour  lordships  have  also  in  evidence  before  you  an  account 
of  the  poduce  of  the  country  for,  I  believe,  full  five  years 
after  this  peripd,  from  which  it  appears  that  it  never  realized 
the  forty  lacks,  or  anything  like  it.  Yielding  only  thirty- 
seven  and  thir^-nine  lacks,  or  thereabouts,  which  is  £20,000 
short  of  Mr.  Markham's  estimate,  and  £160,000  short  of 
Mr.  Hastings's.     On  what  data  could  the  prisoner  at  your 
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bar  have  formed  this  estimate  ?  .  Where  were  all  the  clerks 
and  mutseddies,  where  were  all  the  men  of  business  in  Be- 
nares, who  could  have  given  him  complete  information  upon 
the  subject  ?  We  do  not  find  the  trace  of  any  of  them ;  all 
our  information  is  Mr.  Markham's  moonshee,  and  some  clerk 
of  Durbedgy  Sing's  employed  in  Mr.  Markham's  private 
counting-house,  in  estimating  revenues  of  a  country. 

The  fisposable  revenue  was  still  further  reduced  by  the 
jaghires  which  Mr.  Hastings  granted,  but  to  what  amount 
does  not  appear.  He  mentions  the  increase  in  the  revenue, 
by  the  confiscation  of  the  estates  of  the  Baboos,  who  had 
been  in  rebellion.  This  he  rates  at  six  lacks.  But  we  have 
inspected  the  accounts ;  we  have  examined  them  with  that 
sedulous  attention  which  belongs  to  that  branch  of  the  legis- 
lature that  has  the  care  of  the  public  revenues,  and  we  have 
not  found  one  tr^e  of  this  addition.  Whether  these  con- 
fiscations were  evcF  actually  made,  remains  doubtful ;  but  if 
they  were  made,  the  application  or  the  receipt  of  the  money 
they  yielded  does  not  appear  in  any  account  whatever.  I 
leave  your  lordships  to  judge  of  this. 

But  it  may  be  said,  that  Mr.  Hastings  might  have  been  in 
an  error.  If  he  was  in  an  error,  my  lords,  his  error  con- 
tinued an  extraordinary  length  of  time.  The  error  itself  was 
also  extraordinary  in  a  man  of  business ;  it  was  an  error  of 
account.  If  his  confidential  agent,  Mr.  Markham,  had  ori- 
ginally contributed  to  lead  him  into  the  error,  he  soon  per- 
ceived it.  He  soon  informed  Mr.  Hastings  that  his  expect- 
ations were  erroneous,  and  that  he  had  overrated  the  country. 
What  then  are  we  to  think  of  his  persevering  in  this  error  ? 
Mr.  Hastings  might  have  formed  extravagant  and  wild  ex- 
pectations when  he  was  going  up  the  country  to  plunder ; 
for  we  allow  that  avarice  may  often  overcalculate  the  hoards 
that  it  is  going  to  rob.  If  a  thief  is  going  to  plunder  a  bank- 
er's shop,  his  avarice,  when  running  the  risk  of  his  life,  may 
lead  him  to  imagine  there  is  more  money  in  the  shop  than 
there  really  is.  But  when  this  man  was  in  possession  of  the 
country,  how  came  he  not  to  know  an<^  understand  the  con- 
dition of  it  better  ?  In  fact  he  was  well  acquainted  with  it, 
for  he  has  declared  it  to  be  his  opinion  that  forty  lacks  was 
an  overrated  calculation,  and  that  the  country  could  not 
continue  to  pay  this  tribute  at  the  very  time  l^e  was  imposing 
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it.  You  bave  this  admission  in  page  294  of  the  printed 
minutes ;  but  in  the  very  face  of  it  he  says,  K  the  Esnah  will 
exert  himself,  and  continue  for  some  years  the  regulwr  pay- 
ment, be  will  then  grant  him  a  remission.  Thus  the  Bajah 
was  told,  what  he  well  knew,  that  he  was  overrated,  but  that 
at  some  time  or  another  he  was  to  expect  a  remission.  And 
what,  my  lords,  was  the  condition  upon  which  he  was  to  ob- 
tain this  promised  indulgence  ?  The  punctual  payment  of 
that  which  3Ir.  Hastings  declares  he  was  not  able  to  pay ; 
and  which  he  *could  not  pay  without  ruining  the  country, 
betraying  his  own  honour  and  character,  and  acting  directly  ' 
eontiiry  to  the  duties  of  the  station  in  which  Mr.  Hastings 
had  placed  him.  Thus  this  unfortunate  man  was  compelled 
to  have  recourse  to  the  most  rigorous  exaction,  that  he  might 
be  enabled  to  satisfy  the  exorbitant  demand  which  had  been 
made  upon  him. 

But  let  us  suppose  that  the  country  was  able  to  afford  the 
sum  at  which  it  was  assessed,  and  that  nothing  was  required 
but  vigour  and  activity  in  the  Eajah.  Did  Mr.  Hastings 
endeavour  to  make  his  strength  equal  to  the  task  imposed 
on  bim?  No;  the  direct  contrary;  in  proportion  as  he 
augmented  the  burthens  of  this  man,  in  just  that  proportion 
he  took  away  his  strength  and  power  of  supporting  these 
burthens. 

There  was  not  one  of  the  external  marks  of  honour,  which 
attended  the  government  of  Cheit  Sing,  that  he  did  not  take 
away  from  the  neW*  Eajah;  and  still,  when  this  new  man 
came  to  his  new  authority,  deprived  of  all  external  marks  of 
consequence,  and  degraded  in  the  opinion  of  his  subjects,  he 
was  to  extort  from  his  people  an  additional  revenue,  payable 
to  the  Company,  of  fifteen  lacks  of  rupees  more  than  wa« 
paid  by  the  late  Eajah,  in  all  the  plenitude  of  undivided 
authority.  To  increase  this  difficulty  still  more,  the  father 
and  guardian  of  this  inexperienced  youth  was  a  man  who 
had  no  credit  or  reputation  in  the  country.  This  circum- 
stance alone  was  a  sufficient  drawback  from  the  weight  oi 
his  authority ;  but  Mr.  Hastings  took  care  that  he  should  be 
divested  of  it  altogether ;  for,  as  our  charge  states,  he  placed 
him  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Mr.  Markham ;  and 
consequently  Mr.  Markham  was  the  governor  of  the  country. 
Could  a  man,  with  a  reduced,  divided,  contemptible  authorify, 
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yenture  to  strike  such'bold  and  hardy  strokes  as  would  be 
efficient,  ^thout  being  oppressive  ?  Could  he,  or  any  other 
man,  thus  bound  and  shackled,  execute  such  vigorous  and 
energetic  measures  as  were  necessary  to  realize  such  an  enor- 
mous tribute  as  was  imposed  upon  this  unhappy  country  ? 

My  lords,  I  must  now  call  your  attention  to  another  cir* 
cumstance,  not  mentioned  in  tne  charge,  but  connected  with 
the  appointment  of  the  new  Bajah,  and  of  his  naib,  Durbedgy 
Sing,  and  demonstrative  of  the  unjust  and  cruel  treatment 
to  which  they  were  exposed.  It  appears,  from  a  letter  pro- 
duced here  by  Mr.  Markham  (upon  which  kind  of  corre- 
spondence I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  remark  hereaffcer),  that 
the  Eajah  lived  in  perpetual  apprehension  of  being  removed, 
and  that  a  person  called  Oossaun  Sing  was  intended  as  his 
successor.  Mr.  Markham,  in  one  part  of  his  correspondence, 
tells  you  that  the  Eajah  did  not  intend  to  hold  the  govern- 
ment any  longer.  Why  ?  Upon  a  point  of  right,  namely, 
that  he  md  not  possess  it  upon  the  same  advantageous  terms 
as  Cheit  Sing ;  but  he  tells  you  in  another  letter  (and  th»s 
is  a  much  better  key  to  the  whole  transaction),  that  he  was 
in  dread  of  that  Oossaun  Sing  whom  I  have  just  menticmed. 
This  man  Mr.  Hastings  kept  ready  to  terrify  the  Eajah ;  and 
you  will,  in  the  course  of  these  transactions,  see  that  there  is 
not  a  man  in  India,  of  any  consideration,  against  whom  Mr. 
Hastings  did  not  keep  a  kind  of  pretender,  to  keep  him  in 
continim  awe.  This  Oossaun  Smg,  whom  Mr.  Hastings 
brought  up  with  him  to  Benares,  was  dreaded  by  Cheit  Sing, 
not  less  than  by  his  successor.  We  find  that  he  was  at  first 
nominated  naib  or  acting  governor  of  the  country,  but  had 
never  been  put  in  actusd  possession  of  this  high  office,  and 
Durbedgy  Smg  was  appointed  to  it.  Although  Oossaun 
Sing  was  thus  removed,  he  continued  his  pretensions,  and 
constantly  solicited  the  office.  Thus  the  poor  man  appoint- 
ed by  Mr.  Hastings,  and  actually  in  possession,  was  not  only 
called  upon  to  perform  tasks  beyond  his  strength,  but  was 
overawed  by  Mr.  Markham,  and  terrified  by  Oossaun  Sing 
(the  mortal  enemy  of  the  family),  who,  like  an  accusing  fiend, 
was  continually  at  his  post,  and  unceasingly  reiteratmg  his 
accusations.  This  Oossaun  Sing  was,  as  Mr.  Markham  tells 
you,  one  of  the  causes  of  the  Eajah's  continued  dejection  and 
despondency ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  any  of  these  cir- 
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passed  between  Mr.  Hastings  and  '.  ^-p,-.^..,^ 

Mr.  Hastings  having  by  bis  arbitrary  will  thus  disposed  of 
the  revenue  and  of  the  landed  property  of  Benares,  we  will 
now  trace  his  forther  proceedings  and  their  effects.  He 
found  the  country  most  flourislung  in  agriculture  and  in 
trade ;  but  not  satisfied  with  the  experiment  he  had  made 
upon  the  government,  upon  the  revenues,  upon  the  reigning 
fiynily,  and  upon  all  the  landed  property,  he  resolved  to  make 
as  bold  and  as  novel  an  experiment  upon  the  conmiercial  in- 
terests of  the  country.  Accordingly  he  entirely  changed  that 
part  of  the  revenue  system  which  affects'  trade  and  commerce, 
l^e  life  and  soul  of  a  state.  Without  any  advice  that  we 
know  of,  except  Mr.  Markham's,  he  sat  down  to  change  in 
every  point  the  whole  commercial  system  of  that  country ; 
and  be  effected  the  change  upon  the  same  arbitrary  principles 
which  he  had  before  acted  upon,  namely,  his  own  arbitrary 
will.  We  are  told,  indeed,  that  he  consulted  bankers  and 
merchants ;  but  when  your  lordships  shall  have  learned  what 
has  happened  from  this  experiment,  you  will  easily  see 
whether  he  did  resort  to  proper  sources  of  information  or 
not.  You  will  see,  that  the  mischief  which  has  happened 
has  proceeded  from  the  exercise  of  arbitrary  power.  Arbi- 
teiry  power,  my  lords,  is  always  a  miserable  creatiure.  When 
a  man  once  adopts  it  as  the  principle  of  his  actions,  no  one 
dares  to  tell  him  a  truth ;  no  one  dares  to  give  him  any  in- 
formation that  is  disagreeable  to  him ;  for  all  know  that  their 
life  and  fortune  depend  upon  his  caprice.  Thus  the  man 
who  lives  in  the  exercise  or  arbitrary  power  condemns  him- 
sdf  to  eternal  ignorance.  Of  this  the  prisoner  at  your  bar 
affords  us  a  stnking  example.  This  man,  without  advice, 
without  assistance,  and  without  resource,  except  in  his  own 
arbitrary  power,  stupidly  ignorant  in  himself,  and  puffed  up 
with  the  constant  companion  of  ignorance,  a  blind  presump- 
tion, alters  the  system  of  commercial  imposts,  and  thereby 
mined  the  whole  trade  of  the  country,  leaving  no  one  part  of 
it  undestroyed. 

Let  me  now  call  your  lordships'  attention  to  his  assumption 
of  power,  without  one  word  of  communication  with  the 
oouncil  at  Calcutta,  where  the  whole  of  these  trading  regu- 
latk>n8  might  and  ought  to  have  been  considered,  and  where 
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they  could  have  been  deliberately  examined  and  determined 
upon.  By  this  assumption,  the  council  was  placed  in  the 
situation  which  I  have  before  described ;  it  must  either  con- 
firm his  acts,  or  again  undo  everything  which  had  been 
done.  He  had  provided,  not  only  against  resistance,  but 
almost  against  any  inquiry  into  his  wild  projects.  He  had, 
by  his  opium  contracts,  put  all  vigilance  asleep  ;  and  by  his 
bullock  and  other  contracts,  he  had  secured  a  variety  of  con- 
cealed interests,  both  abroad  and  at  home.  He  was  sure  of 
the  ratification  of  his  acts  by  the  council,  whenever  he 
should  please  to  inform  them  of  his  measures ;  and  to  his 
secret  influence  he  trusted  for  impunity  in  his  career  of 
tyranny  and  oppression. 

In  bringing  before  you  his  arbitrary  mode  of  imposing 
duties,  I  beg  to  remind  your  lordships,  that  when  I  examined 
Mr.  Markham,  concerning  the  imposing  of  a  duty  of  five  per 
cent.,  instead  of  the  former  duty  of  two,  I  asked  him,  whether 
that  five  per  cent,  was  not  laid  on  in  such  a  manner  as  utterly 
to  extinguish  the  trade ;  and  whether  it  was  not,  in  efiect 
and  substance,  five  .times  as  much  as  had  been  paid  before. 
What  was  his  answer?  Why,  that  many  plans  which, 
when  considered  in  the  closet,  look  specious  and  plausible, 
will  not  hold  when  they  come  to  be  tried  in  practice,  and 
that  this  plan  was  one  of  them.  The  additional  duties,  said 
he,  have  never  since  been  exacted.  But,  my  lords,  the  very 
attempt  to  exact  them  utterly  ruined  the  trade  of  the  coun- 
try. They  were  imposed  upon  a  visionary  theory,  formed  in 
his  own  closet,  and  the  result  was  exactly  what  might  have 
been  anticipated.  Was  it  not  an  abominable  thing  in  Mr. 
Hastings  to  withhold  from  the  council  the  means  of  ascer- 
taining the  real  operation  of  his  taxes  ?  He  had  no  know- 
ledge of  trade  himself;  he  cannot  keep  an  account;  he  has 
no  memory.  In  fact,  we  find  him  a  man  possessed  of  no  one 
quality  fit  for  any  kind  of  business  whatever.  We  find  him 
pursuing  his  own  visionary  projects,  without  knowing  any- 
thing of  the  nature  or  the  circiunstances  under  which  tne 
trade  of  the  country  was  carried  on.  These  projects  might 
have  looked  very  plausible ;  but  when  you  come  to  examine 
the  actual  state  of  the  trade,  it  is  not  merely  a  difference  be- 
tween ^YB  and  two  per  cent.,  but  it  becomes  a  different  mode 
of  estimating  the  commodity,  and  it  amounts  to  five  times  as 
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mudi  as  was  paid  before.  "We  bring  this  as  an  exemplifica- 
tion of  this  cursed  mode  of  arbitrary  proceediag,  and  to 
show  you  his  total  ignorance  of  the  subject,  and  his  total  in- 
difference about  the  event  of  the  measure  he  was  pursuing. 
When  he  began  to  perceive  his  blunders,  he  never  took  any 
means  whatever  to  put  the  new  regulations,  which  these  blun- 
ders had  made  necessary,  into  execution,  but  he  left  all  this 
mischievous  project  to  rage  in  its  full  extent. 

I  have  shown  your  lordships  how  he  managed  the  private 
property  of  the  country,  how  he  managed  the  government, 
and  how  he  managed  the  trade.  I  am  now  to  call  your  lord- 
ships' attention  to  some  of  the  consequences  which  haice  re- 
sulted from  the  instances  of  management,  or  rather  gross 
mismanagement,  which  have  been  brought  before  you.  Tour 
lordships  will  recollect  that  none  of  these  violent  and  arbitrary 
measures,  either  in  their  conception  or  in  the  progress  of  their 
execution, were  officially  made  knowli  to  the  council.  And  you 
will  observe,  as  we  proved,  that  the  same  criminal  concealment 
existed  with  respect  to  the  fatal  consequences  of  these  acts. 

After  the  flight  of  Cheit  Sing,  the  revenues  were  punctually 
paid  by  the  naib  Durbedgy  Sing,  month*  by  month,  kist  by 
kist,  until  the  month  of  Juljr,  and  then,  as  the  countly  had 
suffered  some  distress,  the  naib  wished  this  kist  or  instalment 
to  be  thrown  on  the  next  month.  You  will  ask,  why  he 
wished  to  burthen  this  month  beyond  the  rest  ?  I  reply,  the 
reason  was  obvious  ;  the  month  of  August  is  the  last  of  the 
year,  and  he  would  at  its  expiration  have  the  advantage  of 
viewing  the  receipts  of  the  whole  year,  and  ascertaining  the 
claim  of  the  country  to  the  remission  of  a  part  of  the  annual 
tribute  which  Mr.  Hastings  had  promised,  provided  the  in- 
stalments were  paid  regularly.  It  was  well  known  to  every- 
body that  the  country  had  suffered  very  considerably  by  the 
revolt,  and  by  a  drought  which  prevailed  that  year.  The 
Eajah  therefore  expected  to  avail  himself  of  Mr.  Hastings's 
flattering  promise,  and  to  save  by  the  delay  the  payment  of 
one  of  the  two  kists.  But  mark  the  course  that  was  taken ; 
the  two  kists  were  at  once  demanded  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
and  no  remission  of  tribute  was  allowed.  By  the  pix)mise  of 
remission,  Mr.  Hastings  tacitly  acknowledged  that  the  Bajah 
was  overburthened ;  and  he  admits  that  the  payment  of  the 
July  kist  was  postponed  at  the  Rajah's  own  desire.     He  must 
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have  seen  the  Bajfth's  motive  for  desiring  delay,  and  he  ought 
to  hare  taken  care  that  this  poor  man  should  not  be  oppressed 
and  ruined  bjthis  compliance  with  requests  founded  on  soch 
motives. 

So  passed  the  year  1781.  No  complaints  of  arrears  in 
Durbedgy  Sing's  payments  appear  on  record  before  the  month 
of  April,  1782 ;  and  I  wish  ^our  lordships  seriously  to  advert 
to  the  circumstances  attendmg  the  evidence  respecting  these 
arrears,  which  has  been  produced  for  the  first  time  by  the 
prisoner  in  his  defence  here  at  your  bar.  This  evidence  does 
not  appear  in  the  Company's  records ;  it  does  not  appear  in 
the  book  of  the  Benares  correspondence ;  it  does  not  apjpedit 
in  any  documents  to  which  the  Commons  could  have  access ; 
it  was  unknown  to  the  directors,  unknown  to  the  council.; 
unknown  to  the  residents,  Mr.  Markham's  successors  at  Be« 
nares ;  unknown  to  the  searching  and  inquisitive  eye  of  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain.  This  important  evidence  was 
drawn  out  of  Mr.  Markham's  pocket,  in  the  presence  of  your 
lordships.  It  consists  of  a  private  correspondence  which  he 
carried  on  with  Mr.  Hastings,  unknown  to  the  council,  after 
Durbedgy  Sing  had  been  appointed  naib ;  after  the  new  go- 
vernment had  been  established,  after  Mr.  Hastings  had  quitted 
that  province,  and  had  apparently  wholly  abandoned  it ;  and 
when  there  was  no  reason  whatever  why  the  correspondence 
should  not  be  public.  This  private  correspondence  of  Mr. 
Markham's,  now  produced  for  the  first  time,  is  full  of  the  bit- 
terest complaints  against  Durbedgy  Sing.  These  clandestine 
complaints,  these  underhand  means  of  accomplishing  the 
ruin  of  a  man,  without  the  knowledge  of  his  true  and  proper 
judges,  we  produce  to  your  lordships  as  a  heavy  aggravation 
of  our  charge,  and  as  a  proof  of  a  wicked  conspiracy  to  de- 
stroy the  man.  For  if  there  was  any  danger  of  his  fedling 
into  arrears  when  the  heavy  accumulated  kists  came  upon 
him,  the  council  ought  to  have  known  that  danger;  they 
ought  to  have  known  every  particular  of  these  complaints ; 
for  Mr.  Hastings  had  then  carried  into  effect  his  own  plans. 

I  ought  to  have  particularly  marked  for  your  lordships' 
attention  this  second  era  of  clandestine  correspondence  be- 
tween Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Markham.  It  commenced  after 
Mr.  Hastings  had  quitted  Benares,  and  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it  but  as  Govemor-Q-eneral :  even  after  his  extraordinary 
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and,  as  we  contend,  illegal  power  had  completely  expired,  the 
sme  clandestine  correspondence  was  carried  on.  He  appa- 
rently considered  Benares  as  his  private  property ;  and  just 
as  a  man  acts  with  his  private  steward  about  his  private 
estate,  so  he  acted  with  the  resident  at  Benares.  He  receives 
from  him  and  answers  letters  containing  a  series  of  com- 
plaints against  Durbedgy  Sing,  which  began  in  April,  and 
continued  to  the  month  of  November,  without  making  any 
public  communication  of  them.  He  never  laid  one  word  of 
this  correepondence  before  the  council  until  the  29th  of  No- 
vember, and  he  had  then  completely  settled  the  fate  of  this 


Thm  dandestine  correspondence  we  charge  against  him 
as  an  act  of  rebellion ;  for  he  was  bound  to  lay  before  the 
council  the  whole  of  his  correspondence  relative  to  the  re- 
venue, and  all  the  other  affairs  of  the  country.  We  charge  it 
iH)t  only  as  rebellion  against  the  orders  of  the  Company  and 
the  laws  of  the  land,  but  as  a  wicked  plot  to  destroy  this 
man,  by  depriving  him  of  any  opportunify  of  defending  him- 
idf  before  the  council,  his  lawful  judges.  I  wish  to  impress 
it  strongly  on  your  lordships'  minds,  that  neither  the  com- 
plaints  of  Mr.  Markham  nor  the  exculpations  of  Durbedgy^ 
Sing  were  ever  made  known  till  Mr.  Markham  was  examined 
in  this  hall. 

The  first  intimation  afforded  the  council  of  what  had  been 

Sing  on  at  Benares,  from  Apnl,  1782,  at  which  time  Mr. 
arkham  says  the  complaints  against  Durbedgy  Sing  had 
risen  to  serious  importance,  was  in  a  letter  dated  the  27th  of 
November  following.  G?his  letter  was  sent  to  the  council 
from  Nia  Serai,  in  the  Granges,  where  Mr.  Hastings  had  re- 
tired for  the  benefit  of  the  air.  During  the  whole  time  he 
was  in  Calcutta,  it  does  not  appear  upon  the  records  that  he 
had  ever  held  any  communication  with  the  council  upon  the 
subject.  The  letter  is  in  the  printed  minutes,  page  298,  and 
is  as  follows :  "  The  Governor- General — I  desire  the  secretary 
to  lay  the  accompanying  letters  from  Mr.  Markham  before 
the  board,  and  request  that  orders  may  be  immediately  sent 
to  him  concerning  the  subjects  contained  in  them.  It  may 
be  necessary  to  inform  the  board,  that  on  repeated  informa- 
tion from  Mr.  Markham,  which  indeed  was  confirmed  to  me 
bi^ond  a  doubt  by  other  channels,  and  by  private  assurances 
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whicli  I  could  trust,  that  the  affairs  of  that  province  were 
Hkely  to  fall  infco  the  greatest  confusioii  from  the  miscondud; 
of  Baboo  Durbedgy  Sing,  whom  I  had  appointed  the  naib  5 
fearing  the  dangerous  consequences  of  a  delay,  and  being  at 
too  great  a  distance  to  consult  the  members  of  the  board, 
who  I  knew  could  repose  that  confidence  in  my  local  know- 
ledge as  to  admit  of  this  occasional  exercise  of  my  own  sepa- 
rate authority,  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Markham  the  letter  to  which 
he  alludes,  dated  the  29th  of  September  last,  of  which  I  now 
lay  before  the  board  a  copy.  The  first  of  the  accompanying 
letters  from  Mr.  Markham  arrived  at  a  time  when  a  severe 
return  of  my  late  illness  obliged  me,  by  the  advice  of  my 
physicians,  to  leave  Calcutta  for  the  benefit  of  the  country 
air,  and  prevented  me  from  bringing  it  earlier  before  the  no- 
tice of  the  board." 

I  have  to  remark  upon  this  part  of  the  letter,  that  he  claims 
for  himself  an  exercise  of  his  own  authority.  He  had  now 
no  delegation,  and  therefore  no  claim  to  separate  authority. 
He  was  only  a  member  of  thfe  board,  obliged  to  do  every- 
thing according  to  the  decision  of  the  mdority,  and  yet  ne 
speaX:8  of  his  own  separate  authority ;  and  after  compliment- 
ing himself,  he  requests  its  confirmation.  The  complaints 
of  Mr.  Markham  had  been  increasing,  growing,  and  multiply- 
ing upon  him,  from  the  month  of  April  preceding,  and  he  had 
never  given  the  least  intimation  of  it  to  the  board  until  he 
wrote  this  letter.  This  was  at  so  late  a  period  that  he  then 
says,  the  time  won't  wait  for  a  remedy ;  I  am  obliged  to  use 
my  own  sepaia^te  authority :  although  he  had  had  abundant 
time  for  laying  the  whole  matter  before  the  council. 

He  next  goes  on  to  say,  "  It  had  indeed  been  my  inten- 
tion, but  for  the  same  cause,  to  have  requested  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  board  for  the 'conduct  of  Mr.  Markham,  in  the 
difficulties  which  he  had  to  encounter  immediately  after  the 
date  of  my  letter  to  him ;  and  to  have  recommended  the 
substance  of  it,  for  an  order  to  the  board." 

He  seems  to  have  promised  Mr.  Markham  that,  if  the  vio- 
lent act  which  Mr.  Markham  proposed,  and  which  he,  Mr. 
Hastings,  ordered,  was  carried  into  execution,  an  authority  ' 
should  be  procured  from  the  board.  He,  however,  did  not 
get  Mr.  IVtokham  such  an  authority.  Why  ?  Because  he 
was  resolved,  as  he  has  told  you,  to  act  by  his  own  separate 
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authority  ;  and  because,  as  he  has  likewise  told  you,  that  he 
disobeys  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  defies  the 
laws  of  the  country,  as  a  signal  of  his  authority. 

Now,  what  does  he  recommend  to  the  board?  That  it 
will  be  pleased  to  confirm  the  appointment  which  Mr.  Mark- 
ham  made  in  obedience  to  his  individual  orders,  as  well  as  the 
directions  which  he  had  given  him,  to  exact  from  Baboo 
Durbedgy  Sing,  with  the  utmost  rigour,  every  rupee  of  the 
collections ;  and  either  to  confine  him  at  Benares,  or  send 
him  to  Chunar,  and  imprison  him  there,  until  the  whole  of 
his  arrears  were  paid  up.  Here  then,  my  lords,  you  have, 
what  plainly  appears  in  every  act  of  Mr.  Hastings,  a  feeling 
of  resentment  for  some  personal  injury.  "I  feel  myself," 
says  he,  "  and  may  be  allowed  on  such  an  occasion  to  acknow- 
ledge it,  personally  hurt  at  the  ingratitude  of  this  man,  and 
the  discredit  which  his  ill  conduct  has  thrown  on  my  ap- 
pointment of  him.  The  Eajah  himself,  scarcely  arrived  at 
the  verge  of  manhood,  was  in  understanding  but  little  ad- 
vanced beyond  the  term  of  childhood ;  and  it  had  been  the 
policy  of  Cheit  Sing  to  keep  him  equally  secluded  from  the 
world  and  from  business.'*  This  is  the  character  Mr.  Hast- 
ings gives  of  a  man  whom  he  appointed  to  govern  the 
country.  He  goes  on  to  say  of  Durbedgy  Sing : — "  As  he 
was  allowed  a  jaghire  of  a  very  liberal  amount,  to  enable 
him  to  maintain  a  state  and  consequence,  suitable  both  to  the 
relation  in  which  he  stood  to  the  Eajah  and  the  high  office 
which  had  been  assigned  to  him,  and  sufficient  also  to  free 
him  from  the  temptation  of  little  and  mean  peculations,  it  is 
therefore  my  opinion,  and  I  recommend  that  Mr.  Markham 
be  ordered  to  divest  him  of  his  jaghire,  and  reunite  it  to  the 
malguzzary,  or  the  land  paying  its  revenue,  through  the 
Eajah,  to  the  Company. 

**  The  opposition  made  by  the  Eajah  and  the  old  Eannee, 
both  equally  incapable  of  judging  for  themselves,  do  certainly 
originate  from  some  secret  influence,  which  ought  to  be 
checked  by  a  decided  and  peremptory  declaration  of  the  au- 
thority of  the  board,  and  a  denunciation  of  their  displeasure 
ftt  their  presumption.  If  they  can  be  induced  to  yield  the 
appearance  of  a  cheerful  acquiescence  in  the  new  arrangement, 
and  to  adopt  it  as  a  measure  formed  with  their  participation, 
it  would  be  better  than  that  it  should  be  done  by  a  declared 
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act  of  compulsion ;  but  at  all  events  it  ought  to  be  done." 
M  J  lords,  it  had  been  already  done ;  the  nafl)  was  dismissed  i 
he  was  imprisoned ;  his  jaghire  was  confiscated ;  all  these 
things  were  done  by  Mr.  Hastings's  orders.  He  had  resohed 
to  take  the  whole  upon  himself;  he  had  acted  upon  that 
resolution  before  he  addressed  this  letter  to  the  board. 

Thus,  my  lords,  was  this  unhappy  man  punished  without 
any  previous  trial,  or  any  charges,  except  the  complaints  of 
Mr.  Markham,  and  some  other  private  information  which  Mr. 
Hastings  said  he  had  received.  Before  the  poor  object  of 
these  complaints  could  make  up  his  accounts,  before  a  sing^ 
step  was  taken,  judicially  or  officially,  to  convict  him  of  any 
crime,  he  was  sent  to  prison,  and  his  private  estates  confis- 
cated. 

My  lords,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  claim  from  you, 
that  no  man  shall  be  imprisoned  till  a  regular  charge  is  made 
against  him,  and  the  accused  fairly  heard  in  his  defence. 
Thej  claim  from  you,  that  no  man  shall  be  imprisoned  on  a 
matter  of  account,  until  the  account  is  settled  between  the 
parties.  And  claiming  this,  we  do  say,  that  the  prisoner's 
conduct  towards  Durbedgy  Sing  was  lUe^,  unjust,  violent, 
and  oppressive.  The  imprisonment  of  this  man  was  clearly 
illegal  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hastings,  as  he  acted  without  the 
authority  of  the  council,  and  doubly  oppressive,  as  the  impri- 
soned man  was  thereby  disabled  from  settling  his  account 
with  the  numberless  sub-accountants  whom  he  had  to  deal 
with  iQ  the  collection  of  the  revenue. 

Having  now  done  with  these  wicked,  flagitious,  abandoned, 
and  abominable  acts,  I  shall  proceed  to  the  extraordinary 

Eowers  given  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  his  instrument,  Mr.  Mark- 
am,  who  was  employed  in  perpetrating  these  acts,  and  to 
the  very  extraordinary  instructions  which  he  gave  this  in- 
strument for  his  conduct  in  the  execution  of  the  power  in- 
trusted to  him.  In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Markham,  he  says, "  I  need 
not  tell  you,  my  dear  sir,  that  I  possess  a  very  high  opinion 
of  yoiur  abilities,  and  that  I  repose  the  utmost  confidence  in 
your  integrity."  He  might  have  had  reason  for  both,  but  he 
scarcely  lefb  to  Mr.  Markham  the  use  of  either.  He  arbitra- 
rily imposed  upon  him  the  tasks  which  he  wished  him  to 
execute,  and  he  engaged  to  bear  out  his  acts  by  his  own 
power.     "From  your  long  residence  at  Benares,"  says  he, 
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^tsnA  from  the  part  jou  have  had  in  the  businesMi  of  that 
xemindaiy,  you  must  certamlj  best  know  the  men  who  are 
BKwt  capable  and  deserving  of  public  employment.  From 
among  these  I  authorize  you  to  nominate  a  naib  to  the  Eajah, 
in  the  room  of  Durbed^  Sing,  whom,  on  account  of  his  ill 
conduct,  I  think  it  necessary  to  dismiss  from  that  office.  It 
■  will  be  hardly  necessary  to  except  Oossaun  Sing  from  the 
description  of  men  to  whom  I  have  limited  your  choice,  yet 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  apprize  you,  that  I  will,  on  no 
toms,  consent  to  his  being  naib.  In  forming  the  arrange- 
■lesits  consequent  upon  this  new  appointment,  I  request  you 
will,  as  &r  as  you  can  with  propriefy,  adopt  those  which  were 
in  use  during  the  life  of  Bulwant  Sing ;  so  far,  at  least,  as  to 
have  distinct  offices  for  distinct  purposes,  independent  of  each 
otiiOT,  and  with  proper  men  at  the  head  of  each ;  so  that  one 
Q&fie  may  detect  or  prevent  any  abuses  or  irregularities  in 
the  others,  and  together  form  a  system  of  reciprocal  checks. 
Upon  that  principle  I  desire  you  will  in  particular  establish, 
under  whatever  names,  one  office  of  receipts,  and  another  of 
treasury ;  the  officers  of  both  must  be  responsible  for  the 
truth  and  regularity  of  their  respective  accounts,  but  not  sub- 
ject in  the  statement  of  them  to  the  control  or  interference  of 
^e  Bajah  or  naib ;  nor  should  they  be  removable  at  pleasure, 
but  for  manifest  misconduct  only.  At  the  head  of  one  or 
other  of  these  offices  I  could  wish  to  see  the  late  Boxey 
Bogoober  Dyall;  his  conduct  in  his  former  office,  his  behaviour 
on  the  revolt  of  Cheit  Sing,  and  particularly  at  the  Ml  of 
^djigur,  together  with  his  general  character,  prove  him 
worthy  of  employment  and  of  the  notice  of  our  govermnent. 
It  is  possible  that  he  may  have  objections  to  holdmg  an  office 
under  the  present  Bajah ;  offer  him  one,  however,  and  let  him 
know  that  you  do  so  by  my  directions."  He  then  goes  on 
to  say,  "  Do  not  wholly  neglect  the  Eajah ;  consult  with  him. 
in  a{^earance,  but  in  appearance  only.  His  situation  requires 
that  you  should  do  that  much ;  but  his  youth  and  inexperi- 
'ence  forbid  that  you  should* do  more." 

You  see,  my  lords,  he  has  completely  put  the  whole  go- 
veomment  into  the  hands  of  a  man  who  had  no  name,  character, 
or  official  situation,  but  that  of  the  Company's  resident 
at  that  place.  Let  us  now  see  what  is  the  office  of  a  resident. 
It  is  to  reside  at  the  court  of  the  native  prince,  to  give 
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the  council  notice  of  the  transactions  that  are  going  on: 
there,  and  to  take  care  that  the  tribute  be  r^ularly  paid,  kist 
by  kist ;  but  we  have  se^i  that  Mr.  Markham,  the  resident 
at  Benares,  was  invested  hj  Mr.  Hastings  with  supreme  au- 
thority in  this  unhappy  country.  He  was  to  name  whoever 
he  pleased  to  its  government,  vdth  the  exception  of  Oossaun 
Sing,  and  to  drive  out  the  person  who  had  possessed  it  und^ 
an  authority  which  could  only  be  revoked  by  the  council. 
Thus  Mr.  Hastings  delegated  to  Mr.  Markham  an  authority 
which  he  himself  did  not  really  possess,  and  which  could 
only  be  legally  exercised  through  the  medium  of  the 
council. 

With  respect  to  Durbedgy  Sing,  he  adds, — "  He  has  dis- 
honoured my  choice  of  him."  Mt/  choice  of  him !  "  It  now 
only  remains  to  guard  against  the  ill  effects  of  his  miscon- 
duct, to  detect  and  punish  it.  To  this  end  I  desire  that  the 
of&cers  to  be  appointed  in  consequence  of  these  instructicms 
do,  with  as  mucn  accuracy  and  expedition  as  possible,  make  out 
an  account  of  the  receipts,  disbursements,  and  transactions  of 
Durbedgy  Sing,  during  the  time  he  has  acted  as  naib  of  the 
zemindary  of  Benares ;  and  I  desire  you  will,  in  my  name, 
assure  him,  that  unless  he  pays  at  the  limited  time  every 
rupee  of  the  revenue  due  to  the  Company,  his  life  shall  answer 
for  the  default.  I  need  not  caution  you  to  provide  against 
his  flight,  and  the  removal  of  his  effects."  He  here  says,  my 
lords,  that  he  wiU  detect  and  punish  him ;  but  the  first  thing 
he  does,  without  any  detection,  even  before  the  accounts  he 
talks  of  are  made  up,  and  without  knowing  whether  he  has 
got  tiie  money  or  not,  he  declares  that  he  will  have  every 
rupee  paid  at  the  time,  or  otherwise  the  naib's  life  shall  pay 
for  it. 

Is  this  the  language  of  a  British  governor ;  of  a  person 
appointed  to  govern,  hf  law,  nations  subject  to  the  dominion 
and  under  the  protection  of  this  kingdom  ?  Is  he  to  order  a 
man  to  be  first  imprisoned  and  deprived  erf  his  property ;  then 
for  an  inquiry  to  be  made,  and  to  declare,  during  that  inquiry, 
that  if  every  rupee  of  a  presumed  embezzlement  be  not  paid 
up,  the  life  of  his  victim  shall  answer  for  it  ?  And  accord- 
ingly this  man's  life  did  answer  for  it,  as  I  have  already  had 
occasion  to  mention  to  your  lordships. 

I  will  now  read  Mr.  Markham's  letter  to  the  council,  in 
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which  he  enters  into  the  charges  against  Durhedgy  Sing, 
after  this  unhappy  man  had  been  imprisoned. 

Benares,  24th  of  October,  1782. — "  I  am  sorry  that  my  duty 
obliges  me  to  mention  to  your  honourable  board  my  appre- 
hensions of  a  severe  loss  accruing  to  the  honourable  Company, 
if  Baboo  Durhedgy  Sing  is  continued  in  the  naibut  during 
the  present  year.  I  ground  my  fears  on  the  knowledge  I 
had  of  his  mismanagement ;  the  bad  choice  he  has  made  of 
his  aumils ;  the  mistrust  which  they  have  of  him ;  and  the 
several  complaints  which  have  been  preferred  to  me  by  the 
ryotts  of  almost  every  pergimnah  in  the  zemindary.  I  did 
not  choose  to  waste  the  time  of  your  honourable  board  in 
listening  to  my  representations  of  his  inattention  to  the  com- 
plaints of  oppression  which  were  made  to  him  by  his  ryotts, 
as  I  hoped  that  a  letter  he  received  from  the  honourable  Gro- 
vemor-G^eneral  would  have  had  weight  suflicient  to  have  made 
him  more  regular  in  his  business,  and  more  careful  of  his 
son's  interest." 

My  lords,  think  of  the  condition  of  your  government  in 
India  1  Here  is  a  resident  at  Benares  exercising  .power  not 
given  to  him  by  virtue  of  his  office,  but  given  only  by  the 
private  orders  of  the  prisoner  at  your  bar.  And  what  is  it  he 
does  ?  He  says,  he  did  not  choose  to  trouble  the  council 
with  a  particular  account  of  his  reasons  for  removing  a  man 
who  possessed  a  high  office  under  their  immediate  appoint- 
ment. The  councu  was  not  to  know  them :  he  aid  not 
choose  to  waste  the  time  of  their  honourable  board  in  listening 
to  the  complaints  of  the  people.  No ;  the  honourable  board 
is  not  to  have  its  time  wasted  in  that  improper  manner; 
thei^ore,  without  the  least  inquiry  or  inquisition,  the  man 
must  be  imprisoned,  and  deprived  of  his  office :  he  must  have 
aU  his  property  confiscated,  and  be  threatened  with  the  loss 
of  his  bfe. 

Hiese  are  crimes,  my  lords,  for  which  the  Commons  of 
Great  Britain  knock  at  the  breasts  of  your  consciences,  and 
call  for  justice.  They  would  think  themselves  dishonoured 
for  ever,  if  they  had  not  brought  these  crimes  before  your 
lordships,  and  witTi  the  utmost  energy  demanded  your 
vindictive  justice,  to  the  fullest  extent  in  which  it  can  be 
rendered. 

Bat  there  are  some  aggravating  circumstances  in  these 
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crimes,  which  I  have  not  yet  stated.  It  appears  that  this 
unhappy  and  injured  man  was,  without  any  solicitation  of 
his  own,  placed  in  a  situation,  the  duties  of  which  even  Mr. 
Hastings  considered  it  impossible  for  him  to  execute.  In* 
stead  of  supporting  him  with  the  countenance  of  the  su- 
preme government,  Mr.  Hastings  did  everything  to  lessen 
his  weight,  his  consequence,  and  authority.  And  when  the 
business  of  the  collection  became  embarrassed,  without  any 
fault  of  his,  that  has  ever  yet  been  proved,  Mr.  Markham  in- 
stituted an  inquiry.  What  kind  of  mquiry  it  was  that  would 
or  could  be  made,  your  lordships  will  judge.  While  this  was 
going  on,  Mr.  Markham  tells  you  that  in  consequence  of  or- 
ders which  he  had  received,  he  first  put  him  into  a  gentle 
confinement.  Your  lordships  know  what  that  confinement 
was ;  and  you  know  what  it  is  for  a  man  of  his  rank  to  be 
put  into  any  confinement.  We  have  shown  he  was  thereby 
incapable  of  transacting  business.  His  life  had  been  threat- 
ene<^  if  he  should  not  pay  in  the  balance  of  his  accounts 
within  a  short  limited  time ;  still  he  was'  subjected  to  con- 
finement while  he  had  money  accounts  to  settle  with  the 
whole  country.  Could  a  man  in  gaol,  dishonoured  and  r^ro- 
bated,  take  effectual  means  to  recover  the  arrears  which  he 
was  called  upon  to  pay  ?  Could  he,  in  such  a  situation,  re- 
cover the  money  which  was  unpaid  to  him,  in  such  an  exten- 
sive district  as  feenares  ?  Yet  Mr.  Markham  tells  the  coun- 
cil, he  thought  pr^er  "  that  Durbedgy  Sing  should  be  put 
under  a  gentle  confinement,  until  I  shall  receive  your  hon- 
ourable board's  orders  for  any  future  measures."  Thus  Mr. 
Markham,  without  any  orders  from  the  council,  assumed  an 
authority  to  do  that  which  we  assert  a  resident  at  Benares 
had  no  right  to  do ;  but  to  which  he  was  instigated  by  Mr. 
Hastings's  recommendation  that  Durbedgy  Sing  should  be 
prevented  from  flight. 

Now,  my  lords,  was  it  to  be  expected  that  a  man  of  Dur- 
bedgy Sing's  rank  should  suffer  these  hardships  and  indigni- 
ties, and  at  the  same  time  kiss  the  rod  and  say,  I  have 
deserved  it  all  ?  We  know  that  all  mankind  revolts  at  op- 
pression, if  it  be  real.  We  know  that  men  do  not  willingly 
submit  to  punishment,  just  or  unjust ;  and  we  find  that  Dur- 
bedgy Sing  had  near  relatives,  who  used  for  his  relief  all  the 
power  which  was  lefb  them, — ^that  of  remonstrating  with' his 
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(^{pressors.  Two  arzies,  or  petitions,  were  presented  to  the 
ODuncil,  of  which  we  shall  first  call  your  lordships*  attention 
to  one  from  the  dowager  princess  of  Benares,  in  favour  of 
her  child  and  of  her  family. 

From  the  Saunee,  widow  of  Bulwant  Sing,  received  the 
15th  of  December,  1782 : — "  I  and  my  children  have  no  hopes 
but  firom  your  highness,  and  our  honour  and  rank  are  be- 
stowed by  you. — ^Mr.  Markham,  from  the  advice  of  my  ene- 
mies, having  protected  the  farmers,  would  not  permit  the 
hnlances  to  be  collected.  Baboo  Durbedgy  Sing  frequently 
before  desired  that  gentleman  to  show  his  resentment  against 
the  people  who  owed  balances,  that  the  balances  might  be 
collected,  and  to  give  ease  to  his  mind  for  the  present  year, 
con£[>rmably  to  the  requests  signed  by  the  presence,  that  he 
might  complete  the  bundobust.  But  that  gentleman  would  . 
not  listen  to  him;  and  having  appointed  a  mutseddy  and 
taveeldar,  employs  them  in  the  collections  of  the  year,  and 
sent  two  companies  of  sepoys  and  arrested  Baboo  Durbedgy 
Sing  upon  this  charge,  that  he  had  secreted  in  his  house 
maiiy  lacks  of  rupees  from  the  collections,  and  he  carried  the 
mateeddies  and  treasurer  with  their  papers  to  his  own  pre- 
sence. He  neither  ascertained  this  matter  by  proofs,  nor 
does  he  complete  the  balance  of  the  sircar  from  the  jaidaads 
oi  the  balances ;  right  or  wrong,  he  is  resolved  to  destroy 
our  lives.  As  we  have  no  asylum  or  hope  except  from  your 
highness,  and  as  the  Almighty  has  formed  your  mind  to  be 
a  distributer  of  justice  in  ttiese  times,  I  therefore  hope  from 
the  benignity  of  your  highness  that  you  will  inquire  and  do 
ji^stioe  in  this  matter,  and  that  an  aumeen  may  be  appointed 
from  the  presence,  that  having  discovered  the  crimes  or  inno- 
cence of  Baboo  Durbedgy  Sing  he  may  report  to  the  pre- 
s^ice.  Further  particulars  will  be  made  known  to  your  high- 
ness by  the  arzie  of  my  son,  Bajah  Mehipnarain  Bahader.'* 

Arzie  from  Eajah  Mehipnarain  Bahader,  received  15th 
December,  1782. — "  I  before  this  had  the  honour  of  address- 
ing severfd  arzies  to  your  presence,  biit  from  my  unfortunate 
state  not  one  of  them  has  been  perused  by  your  highness, 
that  my  situation  might  be  fully  learnt  by  you.  The  case  is 
this ;  Mr.  Markham,  from  the  advice  of  my  enemies,  having 
occasioned  several  kinds  of  losses,  and  given  protection  to 
those  who  owed  balances,  prevented  the  balance  from  being 
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collected ;  for  this  reason,  that,  the  money  not  being  paid  in 
time,  the  Baboo  might  be  convicted  of  inability.  From  this 
reason  all  the  owners  of  balances  refused  to  pay  the  malwa^ 
jib  of  the  sircar.  Before  this  the  Baboo  had  frequently  de- 
sired that  gentleman  to  show  his  resentment  /igainst  the 
persons  who  owed  the  balances,  that  the  balances  might  be 
paid,  and  that  his  mind  might  be  at  ease  for  the  present  year, 
so  that  the  bundobust  of  the  present  year  might  be  completed ; 
adding,  that  if  next  year  such  kinds  of  injuries  and  protec- 
tion of  the  fsmners  were  to  happen,  he  should  not  be  able  to 
support  it." 

1  am  here  to  remark  to  your  lordships,  that  the  last  of  these 
petitions  begins  by  stating,  ''  I  before  this  have  had  the  hon- 
our of  addressing  several  arzies  to  your  presence ;  but,  from 
my  unfortunate  state,  not  one  of  them  has  been  perused  by 
your  highness."  My  lords,  if  there  is  any  one  right  secured 
to  the  subject,  it  is  that  of  presenting  a  petition,  and  having 
that  petition  noticed.  This  right  grows  in  importance  in 
proportion  to  the  power  and  despotic  nature  of  the  govern- 
ments to  which  the  petitioner  is  subject.  For  where  there 
is  no  sort  of  remedy  from  any  fixed  laws,  nothing  remains 
but  complaint,  and  prayers,  and  petitions.  This  was  the  case 
in  Benares,  for  Mr.  Hastings  had  destroyed  every  trace  of 
law,  leaving  only  the  police  of  the  single  city  of  Benares. 
Still  we  find  this  complaint,  prayer,  and  petition  was  not  the 
first,  but  only  one  of  many  which  Mr.  Hastings  took  no  no- 
tice of,  entirely  despised,  and  never  would  suffer  to  be  pro- 
duced to  the  council ;  which  never  knew  anything,  until  this 
bundle  of  papers  came  before  them,  of  the  complaint  of  Mr. 
Markham  against  Durbedgy  Sing,  or  of  the  complaint  of 
Durbedgy  Sing  against  Mr.  Markham. 

Observe,  my  lords,  the  person  that  put  Durbedgy  Sing  in 
prison  was  Mr.  Markham ;  while  the  complaint  in  the  arzie 
IS,  that  Mr.  Markham  was  himself  the  cause  of  the  very 
failure  for  which  he  imprisoned  him.  Now  what  was  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings,  as  judge  ?  He  has  two  persons 
before  him ;  the  one  in  the  ostensible  care  of  the  revenue  of 
the  country ;  the  other  his  own  agent,  acting  under  his  au- 
thority. The  first  is  accused  by  the  second,  of  de&ult  in  his 
payments :  the  latter  is  complained  of  by  the  former,  who 
says,  that  the  occasion  of  the  accusation  liad  been  furnished 
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bj  him  the  accuser.  The  judge,  iustead  of  granting  redress, 
dismisses  the  complaints  against  Mr.  Markham  with  repre- 
hension, and  sends  the  complainant  to  rot  in  prison,  without 
making  one  inquiry,  or  giving  himself  the  trouble  of  stating 
to  Mr.  Markham  the  complaints  against  him,  and  desiring 
him  to  dear  himself  from  them.  My  lords,  if  there  were 
nothing  but  this  to  mark  the  treacherous  and  perfidious  na- 
'tore  of  his  conduct,  this  would  be  sufficient. 

In  this  state  of  things,  Mr.  Hastings  thus  writes  : — "  To 
Mr.  Markham.  The  measures  which  you  have  taken  with 
Baboo  Durbedgy  Sing  are  perfectly  right  and  proper,  so  far 
as  they  go,  and  we  now  direct  that  you  exact  jfrom  him, 
with  the  utmost  rigour,  every  rupee  of  the  collections  which 
it  shall  appear  that  he  has  made,  and  not  brought  to  account, 
and  either  confine  him  at  Benares  or  send  him  prisoner  to 
Chunar,  and  keep  him  in  confinement  until  he  shall  have 
discharged  the  whole  of  the  amount  due  from  him."  He 
here  employs  the  very  person  against  whom  the  complaint  is 
made,  to  imprison  the  complainant.  He  approves  the  con- 
duct of  his  agent,  without  having  heard  his  defMice,  and 
leaves  him  at  his  option  to  keep  his  victim  a  prisoner  at 
Benares,  or  to  imprison  him  in  the  fortress  of  Chunar,  the 
infernal  place  to  which  he  sends  the  persons  whom  he  has 
a  mind  to  extort  money  from. 

Tour  lordships  will  be  curious  to  know  how  this  debt  of 
Durbedgy  Sing  stood  at  the  time  of  his  imprisonment.  I 
will  state  the  matter  to  vour  lordships  briefly  and  in  plain 
language,  referring  you  for  the  particulars  of  the  account  to 
the  papers  which  are  in  your  minutes.  It  appears  from  them, 
that  towards  the  end  of  the  yearly  accoimt  m  1782,  a  kist,  or 
payment  of  eight  lacks  (a^gutJ6fiQ,QQ^,  Ihe.balance  of  the 
annual  tribute,  was  due.  Tnpart  of  this  kist,  Durbedgy  Sing 
paid  two  lacks  (£20,000).  Of  the  remaining  six  lacks 
(£60,000),  the  outstanding  debts  in  the  country  due  to  the 
revenue,  but  not  collected  by  the  naib,  amounted  to  four  lacks 
(£40,b00).  Thus  far  the  account  is  not  controverted  by  the 
accusing  party ;  but  Mr.  Markham  asserts,  that  he  shall  be 
able  to  prove  that  the  naib  had  also  actiially  received  the 
other  two  lacks  (£20,000)  ;  and  consequently  was  an  actual 
defaulter  to  that  amount,  and  had  upon  the  whole  suffered 
the  annual  tribute  to  fall  six  lacks  in  arrear.    The  naib  de- 
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nies  the  receipt  of  the  two  lacks  just  mentioned,  and  chal- 
lenges inquiry ;  hut  no  inquiries  appear  to  have  heen  made, 
and  to  this  hour  Mr.  Markham  has  produced  no  proof  of  the 
fjEict.  With  respect  to  the  arrear  of  the  tribute  money  which 
appeared  on  the  balance  of  the  whole  account,  the  naib  de- 
fended himself  by  aUeging  the  distresses  of  the  country,  the 
diminution  of  his  authority,  and  the  want  of  support  front 
the  supreme  government  in  the  collection  of  the  revenues ; 
and  he  asserts,  that  he  has  assets  sufficient,  if  time  and 
power  be  allowed  him  for  collecting  them,  to  discharge  the 
whole  balance  due  to  the  Company.  The  immediate  pay- 
ment of  the  whole  balance  was  demanded,  and  Durbedgy 
Sing,  unable  to  comply  with  the  demand,  was  sent  to  prison. 
Thus  stood  the  busmess  when  Mr.  Markham,  soon  after  he 
had  sent  the  naib  to  prison,  quitted  the  residency ;  he  was 
succeeded  by  Mr.  Benn,  who  acted  exactly  upon  the  same 
principle.  He  declares,  that  the  six  lacks  demanded  were 
not  demanded  upon  the  principle  of  its  having  been  actually 
collected  by  him,  but  upon  theprinciple  of  his  having  agreed 
to  pay  it.  We  have,  b&j  Mr.  Hastings's  agents  to  the  naib, 
we  liave  a  Jew's  bond.  If  it  is  in  your  bond,  we  will 
have  it,  or  we  will  have  a  pound  of  your  flesh ;  whether  you 
have  received  it  or  not,  is  no  business  of  ours.  About  this 
time  some  hopes  were  entertained  by  the  resident  that  the 
naib's  persons  exertions  in  collecting  the  arrears  of  the  tri- 
bute might  be  useful.  These  hopes  procured  him  a  short 
liberation  from  his  confinement.  He  was  let  out  of  prison, 
and  appears  to  have  made  another  payment  of  half  a  lack  of 
rupees.  StiU  the  terms  of  the  bond  were  insisted  on,  al- 
though Mr.  Hastings  had  allowed  that  these  terms  were  ex- 
travagant, and  only  one  lack  and  a  half  of  the  money  which 
had  been  actually  received  remained  unpaid.  One  would 
think  that  common  charity,  that  common  decency,  that  com- 
mon regard  to  the  decorum  of  life,  would,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, have  hindered  Mr.  Hastings  from  imprisoning 
him  again.  But,  my  lords,  he  was  imprisoned  again.  He 
continued  in  prison  till  Mr.  Hastings  quitted  the  country ; 
and  there  he  soon  after  died, — a  victim  to  the  enormous  op- 
pression which  has  been  detailed  to  your  lordships. 

It  appears  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  residents  had  been 
using  other  means  for  recovering  the  balance  due  to  the  Com- 
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pany.  The  family  of  the  Eajah  had  not  been  paid  one  shil- 
ling of  the  £60,000  allowed  for  their  maintenance^  They 
were  obliged  to  mortgage  their  own  hereditary  estates  for 
their  support,  while  the  residents  confiscated  all  the  property 
of  Dnrbedgy  Sing.  Of  the  money  thus  obtained,  what  ac- 
count has  been  given  ?  None,  my  lords,  none.  It  must, 
therefore,  have  been  disposed  of  in  some  abominably  corrupt 
way  or  other,  while  this  miserable  victim  of  Mr.  Hastings 
was  left  to  perish  in  a  prison,  after  he  had  been  elevated  to 
the  highest  rank  in  the  country. 

But,  without  doubt,  they  found  abundance  of  effects  after 
his  death  ?  No,  my  lords  ;*they  did  not  find  anything.  They 
ransacked  his  house ;  they  examined  all  his  accounts,  every 
paper  that  he  had,  in  and  out  of  prison.  They  searched  and 
scrutinized  everything.  They  had  every-  penny  of  his  for- 
tune, and  I  believe,  though  I  cannot  with  certainty  know, 
that  the  man  died  insolvent :  and  it  was  not .  pretended  that 
he  had  ever  applied  to  his  own  use  any  part  of  the  Com- 
pany's money. 

ITius  Durbedgy  Sing  is  gone ;  this  tragedy  is  finished ;  a 
second  Bajah  of  Benares  has  been  destroyed.  I  do  not  speak 
of  that  miserable  puppet  who  was  said  Dy  Mr.  Hastings  to 
be  in  a  state  of  childhood  when  arrived  at  manhood ;  but  of 
the  person  who  represented  the  dignity  of  the  family.  He 
is  gone ;  he  is  swept  away ;  and  in  his  name,  in  the  name  of 
this  devoted  Durbedgy  Sing,  in  the  name  of  his  afflicted 
family,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  countiy,  thus  op- 
pressed by  a  usurped  authority,  in  the  name  of  all  these,  re- 
specting whom  justice  has  been  thus  outraged,  we  call  upon 
your  lordships  for  justice. 

We  are  now  at  the  commencement  of  a  new  order  of 
things.  Mr.  Markham  had  been  authorized  to  appoint  who- 
ever he  pleased  as  naib,  with  the  exception  of  Oossaun  Sing. 
He  accordingly  exercises  this  power,  and  chooses  a  person 
caUed  Jagger  Deo  Sing.  Prom  the  time  of  the  confinement 
of  Durbedgy  Sing  to  the  time  of  this  man's  being  put  into 
the  government,  in  whose  hands  were  the  revenues  of  the 
countiy  ?  Mr.  Markham  himself  has  told  you,  at  your  bar, 
that  they  were  in  liis  hands  :  that  he  was  the  person  who 
not  only  named  this  man,  but  that  he  had  the  sde  manage- 
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ment  of  the  revenues ;  and  he  was,  of  course,  answerable  for 
them  all  that  time.  The  nominal  title  of  zemindar  was  still 
left  to  the  miserable  pageant  who  held  it ;  but  eVen  the  very- 
name  soon  fell  entirely  out  of  use.  It  is  in  evidence  before 
your  lordships,  that  his  name  is  not  even  so  much  as  men- 
tioned in  the  proceedings  of  the  government ;  and  that  the 
person  who  really  governed  was  not  the  ostensible  Jagger 
Deo  Sing,  but  Mr.  Markham.  The  government,  therefore, 
was  taken  completely  and  entirely  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
person  who  had  a  legal  right  to  administer  it ;  out  of  the 
hands  of  his  guardians ;  out  of  the  hands  of  his  mother ;  out 
of  the  himds  of  his  nearest  relations ;  and,  in  short,  of  all 
those  who  in  the  common  course  of  things  ought  to  have  been 
entrusted  with  it.  Erom  all  such  persons  I  say  it  was  taken, 
and  where,  my  lords,  v&s  it  deposited  ?  Why,  in  the  hands 
of  a  man  of  whom  we  know  nothing,  and  of  whom  we  never 
heard  an3rthing,  before  we  heard  that  Mr.  Markham  of  his 
own  usurped  authority,  authorized  by  the  usurped  authority 
of  Mr.  Hastings,  without  the  least  communication  with  the 
council,  had  put  him  in  possession  of  that  country. 

Mr.  Markhaufi  himself,  as  I  have  just  said,  administered  the 
revenues  alone,  without  the  smallest  authority  for  so  doing, 
without  the  least  knowledge  of  the  council,  till  Jagger  3>eo 
Sing  was  appointed  naib.  Did  he  then  give  up  his  author- 
ity ?  No  such  thing.  All  the  measures  of  Jagger  Deo  Sing's 
government  were  taken  with  the  concurrence  and  joint  man- 
agement of  Mr.  Markham.  He  conducted  the  whole ;  the 
settlements  were  made,  the  leases  and  agreements  with  farm- 
ers all  regulated  by  him.  I  need  not  tell  you,  I  believe,  that 
Jagger  Deo  Sing  was  not  a  person  of  very  much  authority  in 
the  case :  your  lordships  would  laugh  at  me  if  I  said  he  was. 
The  revenue  arrangements  were,  I  firmly  believe,  regulated 
and  made  by  Mr.  Markham.  But  whether  they  were  or 
were  not,  it  comes  to  the  same  thing.  If  th^  were  impro- 
perly made  and  improperly  conducted,  Mr.  Hastings  is  re- 
sponsible for  the  whole  of  the  mismanagement,  for  he  gave 
the  entire  control  to  a  person  who  h^  little  experience, 
who  was  young  in  the  world  (and  this  is  the  excuse  I  wish 
to  make  for  a  gentleman  of  that  age).  He  appointed  him, 
and  gave  him  at  large  a  discretionary  authority  to  name  whom 
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he  pleased  to  be  the  ostensible  naib ;  but  we  know  that  he 
took  the  principal  part  himself  in  all  his  settlements  and  in 
all  his  proceedings. 

Soon  after  the  naib  had  been  thus  appointed  and  instructed 
by  Mr.  Markham,  he  settled  under  his  directions  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  country.  Mr.  Markham  then  desires 
kare  from  Mr.  Blastings  to  go  down  to  Calcutta.  I  imagine 
he  never  returned  to  Benares ;  he  comes  to  Europe ;  and 
here  end  the  acts  of  this  viceroy  and  delegate. 

Let  us  now  begin  the  reign  of  Mr.  Benn  and  Mr.  Fowke. 
These  gentlemen  had  just  the  same  power  delegated  to  them 
that  Mr.  Markham  possessed,  not  one  jot  less  that  I  know  of; 
and  they  were  therefore  responsible,  and  ought  to  have  been 
called  to  an  account  by  Mr.  Hastings,  for  every  part  of  their 
proceedings.  I  will  not  give  you  my  own  account  of  the 
reign  of  these  gentlemen ;  but  I  will  read  to  you  what  Mr. 
Hastings  has  thought  proper  to  represent  the  state  of  the 
people  to  be  under  their  government.  This  course  will  save 
your  lordships  time  and  trouble,  for  it  will  nearly  ^supersede 
all  observations  of  mine  upon  the  subject.  I  hold  in  my 
hand  Mr.  Hastings's  representation  of  the  effects  produced 
by  a  government  which  was  conceived  by  himself,  carried 
into  effect  by  himself,  and  illegally  invested  by  him  with  ille- 
gal powers,  without  any  security  or  responsibility  of  any 
kind.  Hear,  I  say,  what  an  account  Mr.  Hastings  gave, 
when  he  afterwards  went  up  to  Benares  upon  another  wicked 
project,  and  think  what  ou^t  to  have  been  his  feehngs  as  he 
looked  upon  the  ruin  he  had  occasioned.  Think  of  the  con- 
dition in  which  he  saw  Benares  the  first  day  he  entered  it. . 
He  then  saw  it  beautiful,  ornamented,  rich ;  an  object  that 
envy  would  have  shed  tears  over  for  its  prosjjerity — that  hu- 
manity would  have  beheld  with  eyes  glistening  with  joy  for 
the  comfort  and  happiness  which  were  there  enjoyed  by  man : 
— a  country  flourishing  in  cultivation  to  such  a  degree,  that 
the  soldiers  were  obliged  to  march  in  single  files  through  the 
fields  of  com,  to  avoid  damaging  them ;  a  country  in  which 
Mr.  Stables  has  stated,  that  the  villages  were  thick  beyond 
all  expression ;  a  country  where  the  people  pressed  round 
their  sovereign,  as  Mr.  Stables  also  told  you,  with  joy,  tri- 
umph, and  satisfaction.  Such  was  the  country ;  and  in  such 
a  state  and  under  such  a  master  was  it  when  he  first  saw  it. 


d  by  Google 


88  SPEECH  IK   THE   IMPEACHMENT   OF 

See  what  it  now  is  under  Warren  Hastings ;  see  what  it  is 
under  the  British  government ;  and  then  judge  whether  the 
Commons  are  or  are  not  right  in  pressing  the  subject  upom 
your  lordships  for  your  decision ;  and  letting  you  and  all  this 
great  auditory  know  what  sort  of  a  criminal  you  have  before 
you,  who  has  had  the  impudence  to  represent  to  your  lord- 
ships at  your  bar  that  Benares  is  in  a  flourishing  condition, 
in  defiance  of  the  evidence  which  we  have  under  his  own 
hands ;  and  who,  in  all  the  false  papers  that  have  been  circu- 
lated to  debauch  the  public  opinion,  has  stated,  that  we,  the 
Commons,  have  given  a  false  representation  as  to  the  state  of 
the  country  under  the  English  government. 

Lucknow,  the  2nd  of  April,  1784.  Addressed  to  the  honour- 
able Edward  Wheler,  Esq.,  Ac.  Signed  Warren  Hastings.  It 
is  in  page  306  of  the  printed  minutes. — "  Gentlemen, — Hav* 
ing  contrived  by  making  forced  stages,  while  the  troops  of 
my  escort  marched  at  the  ordinary  rate,  to  make  a  stay  of 
five  days  at  Benares,  I  was  thereby  furnished  with  the  means 
of  acquiring  some  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  province, 
which  I  am  anxious  to  communicate  to  you ;  indeea  the  in- 
quiry, which  was  in  a  great  degree  obtruded  upon  me,  aflfect- 
ed  me  with  very  mortifying  reflections  on  my  own  inabiH- 

§'  to  apply  it  to  any  useful  purpose.  From  tlie  confines  of 
uxar  to  Benares  I  was  followed  and  fatigued  by  the  clamours 
of  the  discontented  inhabitants.  It  was  what  I  expected  in  a 
degree,  because  it  is  rare  that  the  exercise  of  authority  should 
prove  satisfactery  to  all  who  are  the  objects  of  it.  The  dis- 
tresses which  were  produced  by  the  long-continued  drought 
unavoidably  tended  to  heighten  the  general  discontent ;  yet  I 
have  reason  to  fear  that  the  cause  existed  principally  in  a  de- 
fective, if  not  a  corrupt  and  oppressive,  administration.  Of  a 
multitude  of  petitions  which  were  presented  te  me,  and  ci 
which  I  took  minutes,  every  one  that  did  not  relate  to  a  per- 
sonal grievance  continued  the  representation  of  one  and  the 
same  species  of  oppression,  which  is  in  its  nature  of  an  influ- 
ence most  fatal  to  the  future  cultivation.  The  practice  to 
which  I  allude  is  this, — it  is •  affirmed  tliat  the  aumils  and 
renters  exact  from  the  proprietors  of  the  actual  harvest  a 
li&rge  increase  in  kind  on  their  stipulated  rent,  that  is,  from 
those  who  hold  their  pottahs  by  the  tenure  of  paying  one- 
half  of  the  produce  of  their  crops,  either  the  whole  without  a 
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sabterfuge,  or  a  large  proportion  of  it  by  false  measurement 
or  other  pretexts ;  and  from  those  whose  engagements  are  for 
a  fixed  rent  in  money,  the  half  or  a  greater  proportion  is 
taken  in  kind ;  this  is  in  effect  a  tax  upon  the  industry  of  the 
inhabitants,  since  there  is  scarcely  a  field  of  grain  in  the  pro- 
vince, I  might  say  not  one,  which  has  not  been  preserved  by 
ihe  incessant  labour  of  the  cultivator,  by  digging  wells  fortheir 
fflipply  or  watering  them  from  the  wells  of  Marisonry  with 
which  this  country  abounds,  or  from  the  neighbouring  tanks, 
livers,  and  nullahs.  The  people  who  imposed  on  themselves 
this  voluntary  and  extraordinary  labour,  and  not  unattended 
with  expense,  did  it  in  the  expectation  of  reaping  the  profits 
of  it ;  and  it  is  as  certain  that  they  would  not  lutve  done  it, 
if  they  had  known  that  their  rulers,  from  whom  they  were 
eotitled  to  an  indenmification,  would  4;ake  from  them  what 
they  had  so  hardly  earned ;  if  the  same  administration  con- 
tmues,  and  the  country  shidl  again  labour  under  a  want  of  the 
Batural  rains,  every  field  will  be  abandoned,  the  revenue  fail, 
and  thousands  perish  through  the  want  of  subsistence ;  for 
who  will  labour  for  the  sole  benefit  of  others  and  to  make 
himself  the  subject  of  vexation?  These  practices  are  not 
to  be  imputed  to  the  aumils  employed  in  the  districts,  but  to 
the  naib  himself.  The  avowed  principle  on  which  he  acts, 
and  which  he  acknowledged  to  myself,  is,  that  the  whole 
sum  fixed  for  the  revenue  of  the  province  must  be  collected, 
and  that  for  this  pun)ose  the  deficiency  arising  in  places 
where  the  crops  have  failed,  or  which  have  been  left  imcul- 
tivated,  must  be  supplied  from  the  resources  of  others  where 
the  soil  has  been  better  suited  to  the  season,  or  the  indus- 
tay  of  the  cultivators  more  successfully  exerted ;  a  principle 
which,  however  specious  and  plausible  it  may  at  first  appear, 
certainly  tends  to  the  most  pernicious  and  destructive  conse- 
quences. K  this  declaration  of  the  naib  had  been  made  only 
to  myself,  I  might  have  doubted  my  construction  of  it ;  but  it 
was  repeated  by  him  to  Mr.  Anderson,  who  understood  it 
exactly  in  the  same  sense.  In  the  management  of  the  cus- 
toms, the  conduct  of  the  naib,  or  of  the  officers  under  him, 
was  forced  also  upon  my  attention.  The  exorbitant  rates 
exacted  by  an  arbitrary  valuation  of  the  goods ;  the  practice 
of  exacting  duties  twice  on  the  same  goods,  first  from  the 
seller  and  afterwards  from  the  buyer;   and  the  vexatious 
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disputes  and  delays  drawn  on  the  merchants  by  these  op- 
pressions, were  londly  complained  of;  and  some  instanee 
of  this  kind  were  said  to  exist  at  the  very  time  wh^i  I 
was  in  Benares.  Under  such  circumstances  we  are  not  to 
wonder  if  the  merchants  of  foreign  countijes  are  disooojv 
aged  from  resorting  to  Benares,  and  if  the  commerce  of  that 
province  should  annually  decay. 

"  Other  evils  or  imputed  evils  have  accidentally  come  to 
my  knowledge,. which  I  will  not  now  particularize,  as  I  hope 
that,  with'the  assistance  of  the  resident,  they  may  be  in  par^ 
corrected;   one,  however,  I  must  mention,  because  it  has 
been  verified  by  my  own  obsCTvation,  and  is  of  that  kind 
which  reflects  an  unmerited  reproach  on  our  general  and  na- 
tional character.     When  I  was  at  Buxar,  the  resident  at  my 
desire  enjoined  the  naib  to  appoint  creditable  people  to  every 
town  through  which  our  route  lay,  to  persuade  and  encour- 
age the  inhabitants  to  remain  in  their  houses,  promising  to 
give  them  guards  as  i  approached,  and  they  required  it  for 
their  protection ;  and  that  he  might  perceive  how  earnest  I 
was  for  his  observance  of  this  precaution  (which  I  am  cer- 
tain was  faithfully  delivered),  I  repeated  it  to  him  in  person, 
and  dismissed  him^  that  he  might  precede  me  for*  that  pur« 
pose ;  but  to  my  great  disappointment,  I  found  every  place 
through  which  I  passed  abandoned ;  nor  had  there  been  a 
man  left  in  any  of  them  for  their  protection.     I  am  sorry  to 
add,  that  from  Buxar  to  the  opposite  boundary,  I  have  seen 
nothing  but  the  traces  of  complete  devastation  in  every  vil- 
lage, whether  caused  by  the  followers  of  the  troops  which 
have  lately  passed,  for  their  natural  relief,  and  I  know  not 
whether  my  own  may  not  have  had  their  share,  or  from  the 
apprehension  of  the  inhabitants  left  to  themselves,  and  of 
themselves  deserting  their  houses.    I  wish  to  acquit  my  own 
countrymen  of  the  blame  of  these  imfavourable  appearances ; 
and  in  my  own  heart  I  do  acquit  them :  for  at  one  encamp- 
ment, near  a  large  village  called  Derrara,  in  the  pergunnah 
of  Zemaneea,  a  crowd  of  people  came  to  me,  complaining  that 
their  former  aumil,  who  was  a  nalive  of  the  place,  and  had 
long  been  established  in  authority  over  them,  and  whose 
custom  it  had  been,  whenever  any  troops  passed,  to  remain 
in  person  on  the  spot,  for  their  protection,  having  been  re- 
moved, the  new  aumil,  on  the  approach  of  any  military  de« 
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tachment,  himself  first  fled  from  th^  place,  and  the  inhabit- 
ants, having  no  one  to  whom  they  could  apply  for  redress, 
or  for  the  representation  of  their  grievances,  and  being  thus 
rranediless,  fled  also ;  so  that  their  houses  and  effects  became 
a  prey  to  any  person  who  chose  to  plunder  them.  The  ge- 
neral conclusion  appeared  to  me  an  inevitable  consequence 
from  such  a  state  of  facts,  and  my  own  senses  bore  testimony 
to  it  in  this  specific  instance ;  nor  do  I  know  how  it  is  pos- 
sible for  any  officer  commanding  a  military  party,  how  atten- 
tive soever  he  may  be  to  the  discipline  and  forbearance  of 
his  people,  to  prevent  disorders,  when  there  is  neither  oppo- 
sition to  hinder,  nor  evidence  to  deter  them.  These,  and 
many  other  irregularities,  I  impute  solely  to  the  naib ;  and  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  recommend  his  instant  removal.  I  would 
myself  have  dismissed  him,  had  the  control  of  this  province 
come  within  the  line  of  my  powers,  and  have  established  such 
lobulations  and  checks  as  would  have  been  most  likely  to 
prevent  the  like  irregularities.  I  have  said  checks,  because, 
unless  there  is  some  visible  influence,  and  a  powerful  and 
able  one,  impended  over  the  head  of  the  manager,  no  system 
can  avail.  The  next  appointed  may  prove,  from  some  defect, 
as  unfit  for  the  office  as  the  present ;  for  the  choice  is  limited 
to  few,  without  experience  to  guide  it.  The  first  was  of  my 
own  nomination ;  his  merits  and  qualifications  stood  in  equal 
balance  with  my  knowledge  of  those  who  might  have  been 
tiie  candidates  for  the  office :  but  he  was  the  father  of  the 
Eajah,  and  the  affinity  sunk  the  scale  wholly  in  his  favour ; 
fw  who  could  be  so  fit  to  be  entrusted  with  the  charge  of 
his  son's  interest,  and  the  new  credit  of  the  rising  family  ? 
He  deceived  my  expectations.  Another  was  recommended 
by  the  resident,  and  at  my  instance  the  board  appointed  him. 
This  was  Jagger  Deo  Sing,  the  present  naib.  I  knew  him 
not,  and  the  other  members  of  the  board  as  little. 

"  While  Mr.  Markham  remained  in  office,  of  whom,  as  his 
immediate  patron,  he  may  have  stood  in  awe,  I  am  told  that 
he  restrained  his  natural  disposition,  which  has  been  describ- 
ed to  me  as  rapacious,  unfeeling,  haughty,  and  to  an  extreme 
vindictive.  I  cannot  avoid  remarking,  that,  excepting  the 
city  of  Benares  itself,  the  province  depending  upon  it  is  in 
efiect  without  a  government,  the  naib  exercising  only  a  de- 
pendent jurisdiction  without  a  principal.      The  iUijah  is 
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without  authority,  and  eyen  his  name  disused  in  the  official 
instruments  issued  or  taken  by  the  manager.  The  repre- 
sentation of  his  situation  shall  be  the  subject  of  another 
letter;  I  have  made  this- already  too  long,  and  shall  confine 
it  to  the  single  subject  for  the  communication  of  which  it 
was  begun.  This  permit  me  to  recapitulate.  The  adminis- 
tration of  the  province  is  misconducted,  and  the  people  op- 
pressed ;  trade  discouraged,  and  the  revenue,  though  said  to 
be  exceeded  in  the  actual  collections  by  many  lacks  (for  I 
have  a  miiiute  account  of  it,  which  states  the  net  amount, 
including  jaghires,  as  something  more  than  fifty-one  lacks), 
in  danger  of  a  rapid  decline,  from  the  violent  appropriatiou 
of  its  means ;  the  naib  or  manager  is  unfit  for  his  office ;  a 
new  manager  is  required,  and  a  system  of  official  control,  in 
a  word,  a  constitution ;  for  neither  can  the  board  extend  its 
superintending  powers  to  a  district  so  remote  from  its  ob- 
servation, nor  has  it  delegated  that  authority  to  the  resident, 
who  is  merely  the  representative  of  government,  and  the  re- 
ceiver of  its  revenue  in  the  last  process  of  it ;  nor  indeed 
would  it  be  possible  to  render  him  wholly  so,  for  reasons 
which  I  may  hereafter  detail." 

My  lords,  you  have  now  heard,— not  from  the  managers, 
— ^not  from  records  of  office, — ^not  from  witnesses  at  your 
bar, — but  from  the  prisoner  himself,  the  state  of  the  country 
of  Benares,  from  the  time  that  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  dele- 
gated residents  had  taken  the  management  of  it.  My  lords, 
it  is  a  proof,  beyond  all  other  proof,  of  the  melancholy  state 
of  the  country,  in  which,  by  attempting  to  exercise  usurped 
and  arbitrary  power,  all  power  and  all  authority  become  ex- 
tinguished, complete  anarchy  takes  place,  and  nothing  of  go- 
vernment appears  but  the  means  of  robbing  and  ravaging,  with 
an  utter  indisposition  to  take  one  step  for  the  protection  of 
the  people. 

Think,  my  lords,  what  a  triumphal  progress  it  was  for  a 
British  governor,  from  one  extremity  of  the  province  to  the 
other  (for  so  he  has  stated  it),  to  be  pursued  by  the  cries  of 
an  oppressed  and  ruined  people,  where  they  dared  to  appear 
before  him ;  and  when  they  did  not  dare  to  appear,  flying 
from  every  place ;  even  the  very  magistrates  being  the  first 
to  fly !  Think,  my  lords,  that  when  these  imhappy  people 
saw  the  appearance  of  a  British  soldier,  they  fled  as  n-om  a 
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pestilence ;  and  then  think,  that  these  were  the  people  who 
lahoured  in  the  manner  which  you  have  just  heard ;  who  dug 
their  own  wells ;  whose  country  would  not  jjroduce  anything 
but  from  the  indefatigable  industry  of  its  inhabitants ;  and 
that  such  a  meritorious,  such  an  industrious  people  should 
be  subjected  to  such  a  cursed  anarchy,  under  pretence  of  reve- 
nue ;  to  such  a  cursed  tyranny,  under  the  pretence  of  govern- 
ment ! 

But  Jagger  Deo  Sing  was  unfit  for  his  office. — How  dared 
you  to  appoint  a  man  unfit  for  his  office  ? — Oh,  it  signified 
little,  without  their  having  a  constitution. — Why  did  you 
destroy  the  official  constitution  that  existed  before  ?  How 
dared  you  to  destroy  those  establishments  which  enabled  the 
people  to  dig  wells  and  to  cultivate  the  country  like  a  garden, 
and  then  to  leave  the  whole  in  the  hands  of  your  arbitrary 
and  wicked  residents  and  their  instruments,  chosen  without 
the  least  idea  of  government,^  and  without  the  least  idea  of 
protection  ?  God  has  sometimes  converted  wickedness  into 
madness ;  and  it  is  to  the  credit  of  human  reason  that  men 
who  are  not  in  some  degree  mad  are  never  capable  of  being 
in  the  highest  degree  vdcked.  The  human  faculties  and 
reason  are  in  such  cases  deranged ;  and,  therefore,  this  man 
has  been  dragged  by  the  just  vengeance  of  Providence  to 
make  his  own  madness  the  discoverer  of  his  own  wicked, 
perfidious,  and  cursed  machinations  in  that  devoted  country. 

Think,  my  lords,  of  what  he  says  respecting  the  military. 
He  says,  there  is  no  restraining  them,  that  they  pillage  the 
country  wherever  they  go.  But  had  not  Mr.  Hastings  him- 
self just  before  encouraged  the  military  to  pillage  the  coun- 
try ?  Did  he  not  make  the  people's  resistance,  when  the 
soldiers  attempted  to  pillage  them,  one  of  the  crimes  of  Cheit 
Sing  ?  And  who  would  dare  to  obstruct  the  military  in  their 
abominable  ravages,  when  they  knew  that  one  of  the  articles 
of  Cheit  Sing's  impeachment  was  his  having  suffered  the 
people  of  the  country,  when  plundered  by  these  wicked 
solmers,  to  return  injury  for  injury,  and  blow  for  blow  ? 
When  they  saw,  I  say,  that  these  were  the  things  for  which 
Cheit  Sing  was  sacrificed,  there  was  manifestly  nothing  left 
for  them  but  flight.  What !  fly  from  a  Governor-General  ? 
You  would  expect  he  was  bearmg  to  the  country,  upon  his 
balmy  and  healing  wings,  the  cure  of  all  its  disorders  and  of 
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all  ita  distress.  No ;  they  knew  him  too  well ;  they  knew 
him  to  be  the  destroyer  of  the  country ;  they  knew  him  to 
be  the  destroyer  of  their  sovereign,  the  destroyer  of  the  pw- 
sons  whom  he  had  appointed  to  govern  under  him ;  they 
knew  that  neither  governor,  sub-governor,  nor  subject  could 
enjoy  a  moment'6  security  while  he  possessed  supreme  power. 
This  was  the  state  of  the  country ;  and  this  the  Commons  <rf 
England  call  upon  your  lordships  to  avenge. 

Let  us  now  see  what  is  next  done  by  the  prisoner  at  your 
bar.  He  is  satisfied  with  simply  removing  from  his  office 
Jagger  Deo  Sing,  who  is  accused  by  him  of  all  these  corrup- 
tions and  oppressions ;  t|ie  other  poor  unfortunate  man,  who 
was  not  even  accused  of  malversations  in  such  a  degree,  and 
against  whom  not  one  of  the  accusations  of  oppression  was 
regularly  proved,  but  who  had,  in  Mr.  Hastings's  eye,  the 
one  unpardonable  &,vlt  of  not  having  been  made  richer  by 
his  crimes,  was  twice  imprisoned,  and  finally  perished  in  pri- 
son. But  we  have  never  heard  one  word  of  the  imprisonment 
of  Jagger  Deo  Sing,  who,  I  believe,  after  some  mock  inquiry, 
was  acquitted. 

Here,  my  lords,  I  must  beg  you  to  recollect  Mr.  Hastings's 

Sroceeding  with  Gunga  Govin  Sing ;  and  to  contrast  his  con- 
uct  towards  these  two  peculators  with  his  proceeding  towards 
Durbedgy  Sing.  Such  a  comparison  wiU  let  your  lordships 
into  the  secret  of  one  of  the  prisoner's  motives  of  conduct 
upon  such  occasions.  When  you  will  find  a  man  piUagiug 
and  desolating  a  country  in  the  manner  Jagger  Deo  Sing  is 
described  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  have  done,  but  who  takes  care 
to  secure  to  himself  the  spoil,  you  will  likewise  find  that  such 
a  man  is  safe,  secure,  unpunished.  Tour  lordships  will  re- 
collect the  desolation  of  Dinagepore.  Tou  will  recollect  that 
the  rapacious  Gunga  Govin  Sing  (the  coadjutor  of  Mr. 
Hastings  in  peculation),  out  of  £80,000,  which  he  had  re- 
ceived on  the  Company's  account,  retaiQed  £40,000  for  his 
own  use ;  and  that,  instead  of  being  turned  out  of  his  em- 
ployment, and  treated  with  rigour  and  cruelty,  he  was  elevated 
in  Mr.  Hastings's  grace  and  favour,  and  never  called  upon 
for  the  restoration  of  a  penny.  Observe,  my  lords,  the  dif- 
ference in  his  treatment  of  men  who  have  wealth  to  purchase 
impunity,  or  who  have  secrets  to  reveal,  and  of  another  who 
has  no  such  merit,  and  is  poor  and  insolvent. 
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"We  have  shown  your  lordships  the  effects  of  Mr.  Hastings's 
gOYemment  upon  the  country  and  its  inhabitants ;  and  al- 
though I  have  before  suggested  to  you  some  of  its  effects 
upon  the  army  of  the  Company,  I  will  now  call  your  atten- 
tion to  a  few  other  observations  on  that  subject.  Tour  lord- 
ships will,  in  the  first  place,  be  pleased  to  attend  to  the  char- 
acter which  he  gives  of  this  army.  You  have  heard  what  he 
tells  you  of  the  state  of  the  country  in  which  it  was  station- 
ed, and  of  the  terror  which  it  struck  into  the  inhabitants. 
The  appearance  of  an  English  soldier  was  enough  to  strike 
the  country  people  with  affiight  and  dismay.  They  every- 
where, he  teUs  you,  fled  before  them,  and  yet  they  are  the 
officers  of  this  very  army  who  are  brought  here  as  witnesses 
to  express  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  people  of  India. 
To  be  sure  a  man  who  never  calls  Englishmen  to  an  account 
for  any  robbery  or  injury  whatever,  who  acquits  them,  upon 
their  good  intentions,  without  any  inquiry,  will  in  return  for 
this  indemnity  have  their  good  words.  We  are  not  surprised 
to  find,  them  coming  with  emulation  to  your  bar,  to  declare 
him  possessed  of  all  virtues ;  and  that  nobody  has  or  can 
have  a  right  to  complain  of  him.  But  we,  my  lords,  protest 
against  these  indemnities.  We  protest  against  their  good 
words.  We  protest  against  their  testimonials ;  and  we  in- 
sist upon  your  lordships  trying  him,  not  upon  what  this  or 
that  officer  says  of  his  good  conduct,  but  upon  the  proved 
result  of  the  actions  tried  before  you.  Without  ascribing, 
perhaps,  much  guilt  to  men  who  must  naturally  wish  to  fa- 
vour, the  person  who  covers  their  excesses, — who  suffers  their 
fortunes  to  be  made,  you  will  know  what  value  to  set  upon 
their  testimony.  The  Commons  look  on  those  testimonies 
with  the  greatest  slight,  and  they  consider  as  nothing  all 
evidence  given  by  persons  who  are  interested  in  the  very 
cause ;  persons  who  derive  their  fortunes  from  the  ruin  of 
the  very  people  of  the  country,  and  who  have  divided  the 
spoils  with  the  man  whom  we  accuse.  Undoubtedly  these 
officers  will  give  him  their  good  word.  Undoubtedly  the 
residents  will  give  him  their  good  word.  Mr.  Markham  and 
Mr.  Benn,  and  Mr.  Eowke,  if  he  had  been  called, — every  ser- 
vant of  the  Company,  except  some  few,  vdll  give  him  the 
same  good  word,  every  one  of  them ;  because,  my  lords,  they 


d  by  Google 


96  SPEECH  IN  THE   IMPEACHMENT   OP 

have  made  tbeir  fortunes  under  him,  and  their  conduct  has' 
not  been  inquired  into. 

But  to  return  to  the  observations  we  were  making  upon 
the  ruinous  effects,  in  general,  of  the  successive  governments 
which  had  been  established  at  Benares  by  the  prisoner  at 
your  bar.  These  effects,  he  would  have  you  believe,  arose 
from  the  want  of  a  constitution.  "Why,  I  again  ask,  did  he 
destroy  the  constitution  which  he  found  established  there, 
or  suffer  it  to  be  destroyed  P  But  he  had  actually  authorized 
Mr.  Markham  to  make  a  new,  a  regular,  an  official  constitu- 
tion. Did  Mr.  Markham  make  it  ?  No ;  though  he  professed 
to  do  it,  it  never  was  done ;  and  so  far  from  there  being  any 
regular,  able,  efficient  constitution,  you  see  there  was  an  ab- 
solute and  complete  anarchy  in  the  country.  The  native  in- 
habitants, deprived  of  their  ancient  government,  were  so  far 
from  looking  up  to  their  new  masters  for  protection,  that  the 
moment  they  saw  the  face  of  a  soldier  or  of  a  British  pej^on 
in  authority  they  fled  in  dismay,  and  thought  it  more  eligible 
to  abandon  their  houses  to  robbery  than  to  remain  exposed 
to  the  tyranny  of  a  British  governor.  Is  this  what  they  call 
British  dominion  ?  "Will  you  sanction  by  your  judicial  au- 
thority transactions  done  in  direct  defiance  of  your  legidative 
authority  ?  Are  they  so  injuriously  mad  as  to  suppose  your 
lordships  can  be  corrupted  to  betray  in  your  judicifid  capacity 
(the  most  sacred  of  the  two)  what  you  have  ordained  in  your 
legislative  character  ? 

My  lords,  I  am  next  to  remind  you  what  this  man  has 
had  the  insolence  and  audacity  to  state  at  your  bar.  "  In 
fact,"  says  he,  "  I  can  adduce  very  many  gentlemen  now  in 
London  to  confirm  my  assertions,  that  the  countries  of  Be- 
nares and  Gauzepore  were  never  within  the  memory  of  Eng- 
lishmen so  well  protected,  so  peaceably  governed,  or  more 
industriously  cultivated  than  at  the  present  moment." 

Tour  lordships  know  that  this  report  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
which  has  been  read,  was  made  in  the  year  1784.  Tour  lord- 
ships know  that  no  step  was  taken,  while  Mr.  Hastings  re- 
mained in  India,  for  the  regulation  and  management  of  the 
country.  If  there  was,  let  it  be  shown.  There  was  no  con- 
stitution framed,  nor  any  other  means  taken  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  country,  except  the  appointment  of  Ajit  Sing  in 


d  by  Google 


WAEEEK  HASTINGS,   ESQ.  97 

the  room  of  Durbedgj  Sing,  to  reign  like  him,  and  like  him 
to  be  turned  out.  Mr.  Hastings  left  India  in  February,  1785 ; 
he  arrived  here,  as  I  believe,  in  June  or  July  following.  Our 
proceedings  against  him  commenced  in  the  sessions  of  1786 ; 
and  this  defence  was  given,  I  believe,  in  the  year  1787.  Yet 
at  that  time,  when  he  could  hardly  have  received  any  account 
from  India,  he  was  ready,  he  says,  to  produce  the  evidence 
(and  no  doubt  might  have  done  so)  of  many  gentlemen  whose 
depositions  would  have  directly  contradicted  what  he  had 
himself  deposed  of  the  state  in  which  he,  so  short  a  time  be- 
fore, had  left  the  country.  Tour  lordships  cannot  suppose 
that  it  could  have  recovered  its  prosperity  within  that  time. 
We  know  you  may  destroy  that  m  a  day  which  wiU  take  up 
years  to  build.  We  know  a  tyrant  can  in  a  moment  ruin 
and  oppress,  but  you  cannot  restore  the  dead  to  life :  you 
cannot  in  a  moment  restore  fields  to  cultivation ;  you  cannot 
as  you  please  make  the  people  in  a  moment  restore  old  or 
dig  new  wells ;  and  yet  Mr.  Hastings  has  dared  to  say  to 
the  Commons  that  he  would  produce  persons  to  refute  the 
account  which  we  had  fresh  from  himself.  We  will,  however, 
undertake  to  show  you  that  the  direct  contrary  was  the  fact. 

I  will  first  refer  you  to  Mr.  Barlow's  account  of  the  state 
of  trade.  Tour  lordships  will  there  find  a  full  exposure  of 
the  total  falsehood  of  the  prisoner's  assertions.  Tou  will  find 
that  Mr.  Hastings  himself  had  been  obliged  to  give  orders 
for  the  change  of  almost  every  one  of  the  regulations  he  had 
made ;  your  lordships  may  there  see  the  madness  and  folly 
of  tyranny  attempting  to  regulate  trade.  In  the  printed 
minutes,  page  2830,  your  lordships  will  see  how  completely 
Mr.  Hastings  had  ruined  the  trade  of  the  country.  Tou  wiU 
find  that,  wherever  he  pretended  to  redress  the  grievances 
whicb  he  had  occasioned,  he  did  not  take  care  to  have  any  one 
part  of  his  pretended  redress  executed.  When  you  consider 
the  anarchy  in  which  he  states  the  country  through  which  he 
passed  to  have  been,  you  may  easily  conceive  that  regulations 
for  the  protection  of  trade,  without  the  means  of  enforcing 
them,  must  be  nugatory. 

Mr.  Barlow  was  sent,  in  the  years  1786  and  1787,  to  ex- 
amine into  the  state  of  the  countiy.  He  has  stated  the  effect 
of  all  those  regulations  which  Mr.  Hastings  has  had  the  as- 
surance to  represent  here  as  prodigies  of  wisdom.     At  the 
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veiy  time  when  our  charge  was  brought  to  this  House  (it  is . 
a  remarkable  period,  aud  we  desire  your  lordships  to  advert 
to  it),  at  that  time — I  do  not. know  whether  it  was  not  on 
the  very  same  day  that  we  brought  our  charge  to  your  bar- 
Mr.  Duncan  was  sent  by  Lord  ComwaUis  to  examine  into  the 
state  of  that  province.  Kow,  my  lords,  you  have  Mr.  Duncan's 
report  before  you,  and  you  will  judge  whether  or  not,  by  any 
v^ulation  which  Mr.  Hastings  had  made,  or  whether,  through 
any  means  used  by  him,  that  country  had  recovered,  or  was 
recovering.  Tour  lordships  will  there  find  other  proofs  of 
the  audacious  falsehood  of  his  representation,  that  aU  which 
he  had  done  had  operated  on  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants 
very  greatly  in  favour  of  British  integriiy  and  good  govern- 
ment. Mr.  Duncan's  report  will  not  only  enable  you  to  de- 
cide upon  what  he  has  said  himself,  it  will  likewise  enable 
you  to  judge  of  the  credit  which  is  due  to  the  gentlemen 
now  in  London,  whom  he  can  produce  to  confirm  his  asseiv 
tions,  that  the  country  of  Benares  and  Gtkuzepore  were  never, 
within  the  memory  of  Englishmen,  so  well  protected  and 
cultivated  as  at  the  present  moment. 

Listead,  therefore,  of  a  speech  from  me,  you  shall  hear 
what  the  country  says  itself  by  the  report  of  the  last  com- 
missioner who  was  sent  to  examine  it  by  Lord  Comwallis. 
The  perfect  credibility  of  his  testimony  Mr.  Hastings  has 
established  out  of  Lord  Comwallis's  mouth ;  who,  being 
asked  the  character  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Duncan,  has  declared 
that  there  is  nothing  he  can  report  of  the  state  of  the  coun- 
try to  which  you  ought  not  to  give  credit.  Your  lordships 
will  now  see  how  deep  the  wounds  are  which  tyranny  and 
]U*bitrary  power  must  make  in  a  country  where  their  exist- 
ence is  suffered;  and  you  wiU  be  pleased  to  observe  that 
this  statement  was  made  at  a  time  wl^a  Mr.  Hastings  was 
amusing  us  with  his  account  of  Benaoren. 

Extract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  resident  at  Benares^  under 
date  the  \Qth  February,  1788,  at  the  per^unnah  of  Ourrah 
Dehmah,  ^c, ;  printea  minutes,  page  2610. 

"  The  resident,  having  amved  in  this  pergunnah  of  Qurrah 
Dehmah  from  that  of  Mohammedabad,  is  very  sony  to  oh* 
serve  that  it  seems  about  one-third  at  least  uncultivated, 
owing  to  the  mismwuigement  of  the  few  last  years.  GHie 
Bajah  however  promises  that  it  shall  be  by  next  year  in  a 
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complete  state  of  cultivation;  and  Tobarck  Hoseaine,  his 
aumeen,  aumil,  or  agent,  professes  his  confidence  of  the  same 
happy  effects,  saying  that  he  has  abeady  brought  a  great 
proportion  of  the  land  that  lay  fallow  when  he  came  into 
the  pergmmah,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  into  cultivation ; 
and  that  it  being  equally  the  Eajah's  dn-ections,  and  his  own 
wish,  lie  does  not  doubt  of  being  successful  in  regard  to  the 
remaining  part  of  the  waste  land." 

Beport^  dated  the  18^A  of  Fehruary^  at  thepergunnah  of 
Bulleah, 

"  The  resident,  having  come  yesterday  into  this  pergunnah 
from  that  of  Gurrah  Dehmah,  finds  its  appearance  much  su- 
perior to  that  pergunnah  in  point  of  cultivation ;  yet  it  is  on 
the  decline  so  fer  that  its  collectable  jumma  will  not  be  so 
mudi  this  year  as  it  was  last ;  notwithstanding  all  the  efforts 
of  Eeazel  Husn,  the  agent  of  Khulb  Ali  !fli4n,  who  has 
fiumed  this  pergunnah  upon  a  three  years'  lease  (of  which 
the  present  is  the  last),  during  which  his,  that  is,  the  head 
fiarmer's,  management  cannot  be  applauded,  as  the  funds  of 
l^e  pergunnah  are  very  considerably  declined  in  his  hands ; 
indeed  Eeazel  Husn  declares  that  ^s  year  there  was  little 
or  no  khereof,  or  first  harvest,  in  the  pergunnah ;  and  that 
it  has  been  merely  by  the  greatest  exertions  that  he  has  pre- 
vailed on  the  ryots  to  cultivate  the  rubby  crop  which  is  now 
on  the  ground,  and  seems  plentiful." 

Meport  dated  the  20th  of  Fehruary^  at  the  pergunnah  of 

Khereed. 
'^  Thx  resident,  having  this  day  come  into  the  pergunnah 
of  Khereed,  finds  that  part  of  it  laying  between  the  frontiers 
cf  Bulleah,  the  present  station,  and  Bansdeah  (which  is  one 
of  the  tuppahs  or  subdivisions  of  Khereed)  exceedingly 
wasted  and  uncultivated.  The  said  tuppah  is  subfarmed  by 
Gobind  Sam,  from  Kulub  All  Bey,  and  Gobind  Bam  has 
again  under-rented  it  to  the  zeminoars." 

JBeport  dated  the  23rd  Fehrtuuy,  ait  the  percfuwnah  of 
Sekunderpoor, 
"  Tbcb  resident  is  set  out  for  Sekunderpoor,  and  is  sorry  to 
observe  that  for  about  six  or  seven  coss  that  he  had  further 
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to  pass  through  the  pergunnah  of  Kereebs,  the  whole  ap- 
peared one  continued  waste  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach  on. 
both  sides  of  the  road.  The  pergunnah  Sekunderpoor,  begin- 
ning about  a  coss  before  he  reached  the  village,  an  old  fort 
of  that  name,  appeared  to  a  little  more  advantage,  but  even 
here  the  crops  seem  very  scanty,  and  the  ground  more  than 
half  fallow." 

JExtract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  resident  at  Benares,  under 
date  the  26th  Fehmary,  at  the  pergtmnah  of  Sehmderpoor, 

"The  resident  now  leaves  Sekunderpoor  to  proceed  to 
Nurgurah,  the  head  cutcherry  of  the  pergunnah.  He  is 
sorry  to  observe  that  during  the  whole  way  between  these 
two  places,  which  are  at  the  distance  of  six  coss,  or  twelve 
miles  from  each  other,  not  above  twenty  fields  of  cultivated 
ground  are  to  be  seen,  all  the  rest  being,  as  far  as  the  eye 
can  reach,  except  just  in  the  vicinity  of  Nuggeha,  one  general 
waste  of  long  grass,  with  here  and  there  some  straggling 
jungly  trees.  This  falling  off  in  the  cultivation  is  said  to 
have  happened  in  the  course  of  but  a  few  years,  that  is,  since 
the  late  Eajah's  expulsion. 

.  Tour  lordships  will  observe  the  date  of  the  ruin  of  this 
country  is  the  expulsion  of  Cheit  Sing. 

JExtrcuit  of  the  proceedings  of  the  resident  at  Benares,  under 
date  the  27'th  Fehrua/ry,  at  the  pergunnah  of  Sekunderpoor, 

"  The  resident  meant  to  have  proceeded  from  this  place  to 
Cossimabad,  but  understanding  that  the  village  of  Eessenda, 
the  capital  of  the  pergunnah  of  Susknesser,  is  situated  at 
three  coss  distance,  and  that  many  Ehardarry  collections  are 
there  exacted,  the  zemindars  and  ryots  being,  it  seems,  all 
one  body  of  Eajepoots,  who  affect  to  hold  themselves  in 
some  sort  independent  of  the  Eajah's  government,  paying 
only  a  mohurrery  or  fixed  jumma  (which  it  may  be  sup- 
posed is  not  over-rated),  and  managing  their  interior  con- 
cerns as  they  think  fit ;  the  resident  thought  it  proper  on 
this  report  to  deviate  a  little  from  his  intended  route,  by 
proceeding  this  day  to  Eessenda,  where  he  accordingly  ar- 
rived in  the  afternoon ;  and  the  remaining  part  of  the  coun- 
try near  the  road  through  Sekunderpoor,  from  Nuggurha  to 
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Seundah  appearing  nearly  equally  waste  with  the  former  part, 
as  already  noticed  in  the  proceedings  of  the  26th  instant. 

"  The  Kajah  is  therefore  desired  to  appoint  a  person  to 
bring  those  waste  lands  into  cultivation,  in  like  manner  as  he 
has  done  in  Khereed,  with  this  difference  or  addition  in  his 
instructions,  that  he  subjoin  in  those  to  the  Aband  Kar,  or 
manager  of  the  recultivation  of  Sekunderpoor,  the  rates  at 
which  he  is  authorized  to  grant  pottahs  for  the  various  kinds 
of  land  :  and  it  is  recommended  to  him  to  make  these  rates 
even  somewhat  lower  than  he  may  himself  think  strictly 
conformable  to  justice,  reporting  the  particulars  to  the  resi- 
dent. 

"  The  Eajah  is  also  desired  to  prepare  and  transmit  a  table 
of  similar  rates  to  the  Aband  Kar,  of  pergunnah  Blhereed. 
"  (Signed)  .  Jon^  Duncan,  ' 

"Benares,  "Eesident." 

"the  12th  September,  1788." 

Here  your  lordships  find,  in  spite  of  Mr.  Hastings  himself, 
in  spite  of  all  the  testimonies  which  he  has  called,  and  of 
all  the  other  testimonies  which  he  would  have  called,  that 
his  own  account  of  the  matter  is  confirmed  against  his  own 
pretended  evidence ;  you  find  his  own  written  account  con- 
firmed in  a  manner  not  to  be  doubted ;  and  the  only  differ- 
ence between  his  account  and  this  is,  that  the  people  did  not 
fly  from  Mr.  Duncan  when  he  approached  as  they  fled  fioom 
Mr.  H^tings.  They  did  not  feel  any  of  that  terror  at  the 
approach  of  a  person  from  the,  beneficent  government  of 
liord  Comwallis  with  which  they  had  been  entirely  filled  at 
the  appearance  of  the  prisoner  at  your  bar.  From  him  they 
fled  in  dismay.  They  fled  from  his  very  presence  as  from  a 
consuming  pestilence,  as  from  something  far  worse  than 
drought  and  famine ;  they  fled  from  him  as  a  cruel,  corrupt, 
and  arbitrary  governor,  which  is  worse  than  any  other  evil 
that  ever  afflicted  mankind. 

You  see,  my  lords,  in  what  manner  the  coimtiy  has  been 
wasted  and  aestroyed ;  and  you  have  seen  by  the  date  of 
these  measures  that  they  have  happened' within  a  few  years, 
namely,  since  the  expulsion  of  Eajah  Cheit  Sing.  There  be- 
gins the  era  of  calamity.  Ask  yourselves  then  whether  you 
will  or  can  countenance  the  acts  which  led  directly  and  ne- 
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cessarily  to  sucli  consequetices.  Tour  lordships  will  mark 
what  it  is  to  oppress  and  expel  a  cherished  individual  from, 
his  government,  and  finally  to  subvert  it.  Nothing  stands 
after  him :  down  go  all  order  and  authority  with  him ;  ruin 
and  desolation  fall  upon  the  country ;  the  fields  are  unculti- 
vated, the  wells  are  toed  up.  The  people,  says  Mr.  Duncan, 
promised  indeed,  some  time  or  other,  under  some  other  go- 
vernment, to  do  something.  They  will  again  cultivate  the 
lands  when  they  can  get  an  assurance  of  security.  My  lords, 
judge,  I  pray  you,  whether  the  House  of  Commons,  when 
they  had  read  the  account  which  Mr.  Hastings  has  himself 
given  of  the  dreadful  consequences  of  his  proceedings,  when 
they  had  read  the  accounts  given  by  Mr.  Duncan,  of  an  uncul- 
tivated country  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  would  not  have 
shown  themselves  unworthy  to  represent  not  only  the  Com- 
mons of  Great  Britain,  but  the  meanest  village  in  it,  if  they 
had  not  brought  this  great  criminal  before  you,  and  called 
upon  your  lordships  to  punish  him.  This  ruined  country,  its 
desolate  fields,  and  its  undone  inhabitants,  all  call  aloud  for 
Britisli  justice,  all  call  for  vengeance  upon  the  head  of  this 
execrable  criminal. 

Oh  !  but  we  ought  to  be  tender  towards  his  personal  cha- 
racter ;  extremely  cautiou|!  in  our  speech ;  we  ought  not  to 
let  indignation  loose.  My  lords,  we  do  let  our  indignation 
loose.  We  cannot  bear  with  patience  this  affliction  of  man- 
kind. TVe  will  neither  abate  our  energy,  relax  in  our  feel- 
ings, nor  in  the  expressions  which  those  feelings  dictate. 
Nothing  but  corruption  like  his  own  could  enable  any  man 
to  see  such  a  scene  of  desolation  and  ruin  unmoved.  We  feel 
pity  for  the  works  of  God  and  man ;  we  feel  horror  for  the  de- 
basement of  human  nature  ;  and  feeling  thus,  we  give  a  loose 
to  our  indignation,  and  call  upon  your  lordships  for  justice. 

Strange  as  it  may  appear  to  your  lordships,  there  remains 
to  be  stated  an  aggravation  of  nis  crimes  and  of  his  victims' 
misery.  "Would  you  consider  it  possible,  my  lords,  that  there 
could  be  an  aggravation  of  such  a  case  as  you  have  heard  ? 
Would  you  think  it  possible  for  a  people  to  suflfer  more  than 
the  inhabitants  of  Benares  have  suffered,  from  the  noble 
possessor  of  the  splendid  mansion  down  to  the  miserable  ten- 
ants of  the  cottage  and  the  hut  ?  Yes,  there  is  a  state  of 
misery,  a  state  of  degradation,  far  below  all  that  you  have  yet 
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heard.  It  is,  my  lords,  that  these  miserable  people  should 
oome  to  your  lordships'  bar,  and  declare  that  they  have 
never  felt  one  of  those  grievances  of  which  they  complain ; 
that  not  one  of  those  petitions  with  which  they  pursued  Mr. 
Hastings  had  a  word  of  truth  in  it ;  that  they  felt  nothing 
under  nis  government  but  ease,  tranquillity,  joy,  and  happi- 
ness ;  that  every  day  during  his  government  was  a  festival, 
and  every  night  an  illumination  and  rejoicing.  The  addresses 
which  contain  these  expressions  of  satisfaction  have  been  pro- 
duced at  your  bar,  and  have  been  read  to  your  lordships. 
You  must  have  heard  with  disgust,  at  least,  these  flowers  of 
oriental  rhetoric,  penned  at  ease  by  dirty  hireling  moonshees 
at  Calcutta,  who  make  these  people  put  their  seals,  not  to 
declarations  of  their  ruin,  but  to  expressions  of  their  satis- 
faction. You  have  heard  what  he  himself  says  of  the  coun- 
try ;  you  bave  heard  what  Mr.  Duncan  says  of  it ;  you  have 
heard  the  cries  of  the  country  itself  calling  for  justice  upon 
him ;  and  now,  my  lords,  hear  what  he  has  made  these  peo- 
ple say.  ^'  We  have  heard  that  the  gentlemen  in  Engbind 
are  displeased  with  Mr.  Hastings,  on  suspicion  that  he  op- 
pressed us,  the  inhabitants  of  this  place  ; — ^took  our  money 
by  deceit  and  force,  and  ruined  the  country."  They  then 
declare  solemnly  before  G-od,  apcording  to  their  different  re- 
ligions, that  Mr.  Hastings  **  distributed  protection  and  secu- 
rity to  religion,  and  kindness  and  peace  to  all.  He  is  £ree  "  . 
(say  they)  "from  the  charge  of  embezzlement  and  fraud, 
and  his  heart  is  void  of  covetousness  and  avidity.  During 
the  period  of  his  government,  no  one  ever  experienced  from 
him  other  than  protection  and  justice,  never  having  felt 
hardships  from  him ;  nor  did  the  poor  ever  know  the  weight 
of  an  oppressive  hand  frt)m  him.  Our  characters  and  repu- 
tation have  been  always  guarded  in  quiet  from  attack,  by  the 
vigilance  of  his  prudence  and  foresight,  and  by  the  terror  of 
his  justice." 

Upon  my  word,  my  lords,  the  piu:*agraphs  are  delightful. 
Observe,  in  this  translation  from  the  Persian  there  is  all  the 
fluency  of  an  English  paragraph  well  preserved.  AU  I  can 
say  is,  that  these  people  of  Benares  feel  their  joy,  comfort,  and 
satisfaction  in  swearing  to  the  falseness  of  Mr.  Hastings's 
representation  against  himself  In  spite  of  his  own  testimony, 
they  say,  "  He  secured  happiness  and  joy  to  us.     He  re- 
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established  the  foundation  of  justice ;  and  we  at  all  times 
during  his  government  lived  in  comfort  and  passed  our  days 
in  peace."  The  shame  of  England  and  of  the  English  govern- 
ment is  here  put  upon  your  lordships'  records.  Here  you 
have,  just  following  that  afflicting  rep(H^  of  Mr.  Duncan's, 
and  that  account  of  Mr.  Hastings  himself,  in  which  lie  said 
the  inhabitants  fled  before  his  face,  the  addresses  of  these 
miserable  people.  He  dares  to  impose  upon  your  eyesight— 
upon  your  common  sense — ^upon  the  plain  faculties  of  man- 
kind. He  dares,  in  contradiction  to  all  his  own  assertions, 
to  make  these  people  come  forward  and  swear  that  they 
have  enjoyed  nothing  but  complete  satisfaction  and  pleasure 
during  the  whole  time  of  his  government. 

My  lords,  I  have  done  with  ,this  business,  for  I  have  now 
reached  the  climax  of  degradation  and  suffering,  after  moving 
step  by  step  through  the  several  stages  of  tyranny  and  op- 
pression, t  have  done  with  it,  and  have  only  to  ask  in  what 
country  do  we  live,  where  such  a  scene  can  by  any  possi- 
bility be  o^ered  to  the  public  eye ! 

Let  us  here,  my  lords,  make  a  pause. — Tou  have  seen 
what  Benares  was  under  its  native  government.  Tou  have 
seen  the  condition  in  which  it  was  left  by  Cheit  Slug,  and 
you  have  seen  the  state  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  left  it.  The 
rankling  wounds  which  he  has  inflicted  upon  the  country, 
and  the  degradation  to  which  the  inhabitants  have  been  sub^ 
jected,  have  been  shown  to  your  lordships.  Tou  have  now 
to  consider,  whether  or  not  you  will  fortify  with  your  sanc- 
tion any  of  the  detestable  principles  upon  which  the  prisoner 
justifies  his  enormities. 

My  lords,  wq  shall  next  come  to  another  dependent  pro- 
vince, when  I  shall  illustrate  to  your  lordships  still  further 
the  effects  of  Mr.  Hastings's  principles.  I  allude  to  the 
province  of  Oude ;  a  country  which,  before  our  acquaintance 
with  it,  was  in  the  same  happy  and  flourishing  condition 
with  Benares ;  and  which  dates  its  period  of  decline  and 
miseiT  from  the  time  of  our  intermeddling  with  it.  The 
Nabob  of  Oude  was  reduced,  as  Cheit  Sing  was,  to  be  a  de- 
pendant on  the  Company;  and  to  be  a  greater  dependwit 
than  Cheit  Sing,  because  it  was  reserved  in  Cheit  Sing's 
agreement  that  we  should  not  interfere  in  his  government. 
We  interfered  in  every  part  of  the  Nabob's  government ; 
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we  reduced  his  authority  to  nothing ;  we  introduced  a  per- 
fect scene  of  anarchy  and  confusion  into  the  country,  where 
there  was  no  authority  but  to  rob  and  destroy. 

I  have  not  strength  at  present  to  proceed ;  but  I  hope  I 
shall  soon  be  enabled  to  dp  so.  Tour  lordships  cannot,  I  am 
sure,  calculate  from  your  own  youth  and  strength;  for  I 
have  done  the  best  I  can,  and  find  myself  incapable  just  at 
this  moment  of  going  any  further. 

[Adjourned.] 


TEIAL. 

THURSDAY,  5th  JUNE,  1794.  a 


rOUKTH  DAT  OF  REPLY. 


(Mb.  Bubke.) 

Mt  Lobds, — When  I  last  had  the  honour  of  addressing 
your  lordships  from  this  place,  my  want  of  strength  obliged 
me  to  conclude  where  the  patience  of  a  people,  and  the  pros- 
perity of  a  country  subjected  by  solemn  treaties  to  British 
'government,  had  concluded.  We  have  left  behind  us  the  in- 
habitants of  Benares,  after  having  seen  them  driven  into  re- 
bellion by  tyranny  and  oppression,  and  their  country  desolated 
by  our  misrule.  Tour  lordships,  I  am  sure,  have  had  the 
map  of  India  before  you,  and  know  that  the  country  so  de- 
Bkoyed  and  so  desolated  was  about  one-fifth  of  the  size  of 
England  and  Wales  in  geographical  extent,  and  equal  in 
population  to  about  a  fourth.  Upon  this  scale  you  will  judge 
of  the  joisshief  which  has  been  done. 

My  lords,  we  are  now  come  to  another  devoted  province : 
we  march  from  desolation  to  desolation ;  because  we  follow 
the  steps  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.,  G-ovemor- General  of 
Bengal.  Tou  will  here  find  the  range  of  his  atrocities  widely 
extended.  But  before  I  enter  into  a  detail  of  them,  I  have 
one  reflection  to  make,  which  I  beseech  your  lordships  to 
bear  in  mind  throughout  the  whole  of  this  deliberation.    It 
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is  this ;  you  ought  never  to  conclude  that  a  man  must  neces- 
sarily be  obnoxious,  because  he  is  in  other  respects  insigni- 
ficant. You  will  see  that  a  man  bred  in  obscure,  vulgar,  and 
ignoble  occupations,  and  trained  in  sordid,  base,  and  mer- 
cenary habits,  is  not  incapable  of  doing  extensive  mischief 
because  he  is  little,  and  because  his  vices  are  of  a  mean  nature. 
My  lords,  we  have  shown  to  you  already,  and  we  shall  de-. 
monstrate  to  you  more  clearly  in  future,  that  such  minds 
placed  in  authority  can  do  more  mischief  to  a  country,  can 
treat  all  ranks  and  distinctions  with  more  pride,  insolence, 
and  arrogance,  than  those  who  have  been  bom  under  canopies 
of  state  and  swaddled  in  purple :  you  will  see  that  they  can 
waste  a  country  more  effectually  than  the  proudest  and  most 
mighty  conquerors,  who  by  the  greatness  of  their  military 
talents  have  first  subdued  and  afterwards  plundered  nations. 

The  prisoner's  counsel  have  thought  proper  to  entertain 
your  lordships,  and  to  defend  their  cHent,  by  comparing  him 
with  the  men  who  are  said  to  have  erected  a  pyramid  of  ninety 
thousand  human  heads.  Now,  look  back,  my  lords,  to  Be- 
nares; consider  the  extent  of  country  laid  waste  and  desolated, 
and  its  immense  population,  and  then  see  whether  famine 
may  not  destroy  as  well  as  the  sword ;  and  whether  this  man 
is  not  as  well  entitled  to  erect  his  pyramid  of  ninety  thou- 
sand heads  as  any  terrific  tyrant  of  the  East.  We  follow 
him  now  to  another  theatre,  the  territories  of  the  Nabob  of 
Oude. 

My  lords,  Oude  (together  with  the  additions  made  to  it 
by  Sujah  Dowlah),  in  point  of  geographical  extent,  is  about 
the  size  of  England.  Sujah  Dowlah,  who  possessed  this  coun- 
try as  Nabob,  was  a  prince  of  a  haughty  character ;  ferocious 
in  a  high  degree  towards  his  enemies,  and  towards  all  those 
who  resisted  his  will.  He  was  magnificent  in  his  expenses, 
yet  economical  with  regard  to  his  resources ;  maintaining  his 
court  in  a  pomp  and  splendour  which  is  perhaps  unknown  to 
the  sovereigns  of  Europe.  At  the  same  time  he  was  such  an 
economist,  that  from  an  inconsiderable  revenue,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  his  reign,  he  was  annually  enabled  to  make  great 
savings.  He  thus  preserved,  towards  the  end  of  it,  his  peo{^e 
in  peace,  tranquiDity,  and  order ;  and  though  he  was  an  arbi- 
trary prince,  he  never  strained  his  revenue  to  such  a  degree 
as  to  lose  their  affections,  while  he  filled  his  exchequer. 
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Such  appears  to  have  been  the  true  character  of  Sujah  Bow- 
lah ;  your  lordships  have  heard  what  is  the  character  which 
the  prisoner  at  your  bar  and  his  counsel  have  thought  proper 
to  give  you  of  him. 

Surely,  my  lords,  the  situation  of  the  great,  as  well  as  of  the 
lower,  ranks  in  that  coiinlry  must  be  a  subject  of  melancholy 
reflection  to  every  man.  lour  lordships*  compassion  will,  I 
presume,  lead  you  to  feel  for  the  lowest ;  and  I  hope  that 
your  sympathetic  dignity  will  make  you  consider  in  what 
manner  the  princes  of  this  country  are  treated.  They  have 
not  only  been  treated  at  your  lordships'  bar  with  indignity 
by  the  prisoner,  but  his  counsel  do  not  leave  their  ancestors 
to  rest  quietly  in  their  graves.  They  have  slandered  their 
families,  and  have  gone  into  scandalous  history,  that  has  no 
foundation  in  facts  whatever. 

Tour  lordships  have  seen  how  he  attempted  to  slander  the 
ancestors  of  Cheit  Sing,  to  deny  that  th^  were  zemindars ; 
and  yet  he  must  have  known  from  printed  books,  taken  from 
the  Company's  records,  the  utter  falsity  of  his  declaration. 
You  need  only  look  into  Mr.  Verelst's  Appendix,  and  there 
you  will  see  that  that  country  has  always  been  called  the 
zemindary  of  Bulwant  Sing.  You  will  find  him  always 
called  the  zemindar ;  it  was  the  known  acknowledged  name, 
tin  this  gentlemen  thought  proper  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  deny  that  he  was  a  zemindar,  and  to  assert  that 
he  was  only  an  aumil.  He  slanders  the  pedigree  of  this 
man  as  mean  and  base,  yet  he  was  not  ashamed  to  take  from 
him  £23,000 ;  in  like  manner  he  takes  from  Azoph  ul  Dow- 
kh  £100,000,  which  he  would  have  appropriated  to  himself, 
and  then  directs  his  counsel  to  rake  up  the  slander  of  Dow* 8 
History,  a  book  of  no  authority,  a  book  that  no  man  values 
in  any  respect  or  degree.  In  this  book  they  find  that  roman- 
tic, absurd,  and  ridiculous  story,  upon  which  an  honourable 
fellow-manager  of  mine,  who  is  much  more  capable  than  I 
am  of  doing  justice  t6  the  subject,  has  commented  with  his 
usual  ability ;  I  allude  to  that  story  of  spitting  on  the  beard ; 
Ihe  mutual  compact  to  poison  one  another.  That  Arabian 
tale,  fit  only  to  form  a  ridiculous  tragedy,  has  been  gravely 
mentioned  to  your  lordships,  for  the  purpose  of  slandering 
the  pedigree  of  this  vizier  of  Oude,  and  making  him  vile 
in  your  lordships'  eyes.     My  honourable  friend  has  exposed  to 
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you  the  absurdity  of  these  stories,  but  he  has  not  shown  you 
the  malice  of  their  propagators.  The  prisoner  and  his  coun- 
sel have  referred  to  Dow's  History,  who  calls  this  Nabob 
"the  more  infamous  son  of  an  in&mous  Persian  pedlar." 
They  wish  that  your  lordships  should  consider  him  as  a  per- 
son vilely  bom,  ignominiously  educated,  and  practising  a 
mean  trade ;  in  order  that,  wnen  it  shall  be  proved  that  he 
and  his  family  were  treated  vrith  every  kind  of  indignity, 
and  contempt  by  the  prisoner  at  your  bar,  the  sympathy  of 
mankind  should  be  weakened.  Consider,  my  lords,  the  mon- 
strous perfidy  and  ingratitude  of  this  man,  who,  after  receiv- 
ing great  favours  from  the  Nabob,  is  not  satisfied  vnth  oppress- 
ing his  offspring,  but  goes  back  to  his  ancestors,  tears  them 
out  of  their  graves,  and  vilifies  them  vnth  slanderous  asper- 
sions. My  lords,  the  ancestor  of  Sujah  Powlah  was  a  great 
prince ;  certainly  a  subordinate  prince^  because  he  was  a  ser- 
vant of  the  G-reat  Mogul,  who  was  well  called  King  of 
Kings,  for  he  had  in  his  service  persons  of  high  degree.  He 
'  was  bom  in  Persia ;  but  was  not,  as  is  falsely  said,  the  more 
infamous  son  of  an  infamous  Persian  pedlar.  Tour  lordships 
are  not  unacquainted  with  the  state  and  history  of  India; 
you  therefore  know  that  Persia  has  been  the  nursery  of  all  the 
Mahomedan  nobility  of  India;  almost  everything  in  that  coun- 
try which  is  not  of  G-entoo  origin  is  of  Persian ;  so  much  so 
that  the  Persian  language  is  the  language  of  the  court,  and  of 
every  office  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest.  Among  these 
noble  Persians,  the  family  of  the  Nabob  stands  in  the  high- 
est degree.  His  father's  ancestors  were  of  noble  descent,  and 
those  of  his  mother,  Munny  Begum,  more  eminently  and 
more  illustriously  so.  This  distinguished  family,  on  no 
better  authority  than  that  of  the  historian  Dow,  has  been 
slandered  by  the  prisoner  at  your  bar,  in  order  to  destroy  the 
character  of  those  whom  he  had  already  robbed  of  their  sub- 
stance. Tour  lordships  will  have  observed  vrith  disgust,  how 
the  Dows  and  the  Hastingses,  and  the  whole  of  that  tribe, 
treat  their  superiors ;  in  what  insolent  language  they  speak  of 
them,  and  vrith  what  pride  and  indignity  they  trample  upon 
the  first  names  and  the  £rst  characters  in  that  devoted  coun-' 
try. 

But  supposing  it  perfectly  true  that  this  man  was  "the 
more  infamous  son  of  an  infamous  Persian  pedlar :"  he  had 
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risen  to  be  the  secondary  sovereign  of  that  country.  He  had 
a  revenue  of  £3,600,000  sterling ;  a  vast  and  immense  reve- 
nue ;  equal  perhaps  to  the  clear  revenue  of  the  king  of  Eng- 
land. He  maintained  an  army  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  men.  He  had  a  splendid  court,  and  his  country 
was  prosperous  and  happy.  Such  was  the  situation  of  Sujah 
Dowlah,  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  and  such  the  condition  of  Oude 
under  his  government.  With  his  pedigree,  I  believe,  your 
lordships  will  think  we  have  nothing  to  do  in  the  cause  now 
before  us.  It  has  been  pressed  upon  us ;  and  this  marks  the 
indecency,  the  rancour,  the  insolence,  the  pride,  and  tyranny 
which  the  Dows  and  the  Hastingses,  and  the  people  of  that 
class  and  character,  are  in  the  habit  of  exercising  over  the 
great  in  India. 

My  lords,  I  shall  be  saved  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  proving 
to  you  the  flourishing  state  of  Oude,  because  the  prisoner 
admits  it  as  largely  as  I  could  wish  to  state  it ;  and,  what  is 
more,  he  admits  too  the  truth  of  our  statement  of  the  condi- 
tion to  which  it  is  now  reduced  (but  I  shall  not  let  him  off 
80  easily  upon  this  point).  He  admits,  too,  that  it  was  left  in 
this  reduced  and  ruined  state  at  the  close  of  his  administra- 
tion. In  his  defence  he  attributes  the  whole  mischief  gene- 
rally to  a  faulty  system  of  government.  My  lords,  systems 
never  make  mankind  happy  or  unhappy,  any  further  than  as 
they  give  occasions  for  wicked  men  to  exercise  their  own 
abominable  talents,  subservient  to  their  own  more  abominable 
dispositions.  The  system,  says  Mr.  Hastings,  was  bad ;  but 
I  was  not  the  maker  of  it.  xour  lordships  have  seen  him 
apply  this  mode  of  reasoning  to  Benares,  and  you  will  now 
see  that  he  applies  it  to  Oiide.  I  came,  says  he,  into  a  bad 
system ;  that  system  was  not  of  my  making,  but  I  was 
obfa'ged  to  act  according  to  the  spirit  of  it. 

Now  every  honest  man  would  say,  I  came  to  a  bad  system ; 
I  had  every  facility  of  abusing  my  power ;  I  had  every  temp- 
tation to  peculate ;  I  had  every  incitement  to  oppress ;  I  had 
every  means  of  concealment,  by  the  defects  of  the  system  : 
but  I  corrected  that  evil  system  by  the  goodness  of  my  ad- 
ministration ;  by  the  prudence,  the  energy,  the  virtue  of  my 
conduct.  This  is  what  all  the  rest  of  the  world  would  say : 
but  what  says  Mr.  Hastings  ?  A  bad  system  was  made  to 
my  hands ;  I  had  nothing  to  do  in  making  it.     I  was  alto- 
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gether  an  iiiToluiitarj  instrument  and  obliged  to  execute 
every  evil  which  that  system  contained.  This  is  the  line  of 
conduct  your  lordships  are  called  to  decide  upon.  And  I 
must  here  again  remmd  you  that  we  are  at  an  issue  of  law. 
Mr.  Hastings  has  avowed  a  certain  set  of  principles  upon 
which  he  acts;  and  your  lordships  are  therefore  to  judge 
whether  his  acts  are  justifiable,  because  he  found  an  evil 
system  to  act  upon ;  or  whether  he  and  all  governors  upon 
^urth  have  not  a  general  good  system  upon  which  they  ought 
to  act. 

The  prisoner  tells  you,  my  lords,  that  it  was  in  consequence 
of  this  evil  system,  that  the  Nabob,  from  being  a  powerful 
prince,  became  reduced  lb  a  wretched  dependant  on  the 
Company,  and  subject  to  all  the  evils  of  that  degraded  .state: 
— subject  to  extortion,  to  indignity,  to  oppression.  All  these 
your  lordships  are  called  upon  to  sanction :  and  because  they 
may  be  connected  vdth  an  existing  system,  you  are  to  declai^ 
them  to  be  an  allowable  part  of  a  code  for  the  government  of 
British  India. 

In  the  year  1775,  that  powerful,  magnificent,  and  illustrious 
prince,  Sujah  Dowlah,  died  in  possession  of  the  country  of 
Oude.  He  had  long  governed  a  happy  and  contented  people ; 
and  if  we  except  the  portion  of  tyranny  which  we  admit  he 
really  did  exercise  towards  some  few  individuals  who  resist- 
ed his  power,  he  was  a  wise  and  beneficent  governor.  Thk 
prince  died  in  the  midst  of  his  power  and  fortune^  leaving 
somewhere  about  fourscore  children.  Your  lordships  know 
that  the  princes  of  the  East  have  a  great  number  of  wives  ; 
and  we  know  that  these  women,  though  reputed  of  a  secon- 
dary rank,  are  yet  of  a  very  high  degree,  and  honourably  main- 
tained according  to  the  customs  of  the  Ecust.  Sujah  Dowlah 
had  but  one  lawful  wife :  he  had  by  her  but  one  lawful  child, 
Asoph  ul  Dowlah.  He  had  about  twenty-one  male  children ; 
the  eldest  of  whom  was  a  parson  whom  you  have  heard  of 
very  often  in  these  proceedings,  called  Saadit  Ali.  Azoph  ul 
Dowlah,  being  the  sole  Intimate  son,  had  aU  the  pretensions 
to  succeed  his  father  as  sabadar  of  Oude,  which  could- belong 
to  any  parson  under  the  Mogul  government. 

Your  lordships  will  distinguish  between  a  zemindar,  who 
is  a  perpetual  landholder,  the  hereditary  proprietor  of  an 
estate, — and  a  subadar,  who  derives  from  bis  master's  will  and 
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pleasure  all  his  employments,  and  who,  instead  of  having  the 
jaghirdaars  subject  to  his  supposed  arbitrary  will,  is  himself  a 
subject,  and  must  have  his  sovereign's  patent  for  his  place. 
Therefore,  strictly  and  properly  speaking,  there  is  no  succes* 
sion  in  the  office  of  siibadar.  At  this .  time  the  Company, 
who  alone  could  obtain  the  sminuds  or  patent  firom  the  Great 
Mogul,  upon  account  of  the  power  they  possessed  in  India,  ' 
thought,  and  thought  rightly,  that  with  an  officer  who  had 
no  hereditary  power  there  could  be  no  hereditary  engage- 
ments ;  and  that  in  their  treaty  with  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  for 
whom  they  had  procured  the  sunnud  from  the  Great  Mogul, 
they  were  at  liberty  to  propose  their  own  terms,  which,  if 
honourable  and  mutually  advantageous  to  the  new  subadar 
and  to  the  Company,  they  had  a  right  to  insist  upon.  A  treaty 
was  therefore  concluded  between  the  Company  and  Azoph  m 
Dowb^  in  which  the  latter  stipulated  to  pay  a  fixed  subsidv 
for  the  maintenance  of  a  certain  number  of  troops ;  by  which 
the  Compimy's  finances  were  greatly  relieved  and  their  mili- 
tary strength  greatly  increased. 

This*  treaty  did  not  contain  one  word  which  could  justify 
any  interference  in  the  Nabob's  government.  That  evil  sys- 
tem, as  Mr.  Hastiiigs  calls  it,  is  not  even  mentioned  or  alluded 
to ;  nor  is  there,  I  again  say,  one  word  which  authorized 
Warren  Hastings,  or  any  other  person  whatever,  to  interfere 
in  the  interior  affairs  of  his  country.  He  was  legally  con- 
stituted viceroy  of  Oude.  His  dignifrv  of  vizier  of  the  em- 
pire, with  all  the  power  which  that  office  gave  him,  derived 
from  and  held  under  the  Mogul  government,  he  legally  pos- 
sessed ;  and  this  evil  system,  which,  Mr.  Hastings  says,  led 
him  to  commit  the  enormities  of  which  you  shall  hear  by 
and  by,  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  what  I  have  now 
stated. 

But,  mj  lords,  the  prisoner  thinks  that  when,  under  any 
pretence,  any  scMrt  of  means  could  be  furnished  of  interfering 
m  the  government  of  the  countiy,  he  has  a  right  to  avail 
himself  of  them ;  to  use  them  at  his  pleasure ;  and  to  govern 
by  his  own  arbitrary  will.  The  vizier,  he  says,  by  this 
treaty  was  reduced  to  a  state  of  vassalage ;  and  he  makes 
this  curious  distinction  in  proof  of  it.  It  was,  he  says,  an 
optional  vassalage,  for  if  he  chose  to  get  rid  of  our  troops, 
he  might  do  so  and  be  free ;  if  he  had  not  a  mind  to  do  that, 
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and  found  a  benefit  in  it,  then  he  Was  a  vassal.  But  there  is 
nothing  less  true.  Here  is  a  person  who  keeps  a  subsidiary- 
body  of  your  troops,  which  he  is  to  pay  for  you,  and  in  con- 
sequence of  this  Mr.  Hastings  maintains  that  he  becomes  a 
vassal.  I  shall  not  dispute  whether  vassalage  is  optional,  or 
by  force,  or  in  what  way  Mr.  Hastings  considered  this  prince 
as  a  vassal  of  the  Company.  Let  it  be  as  he  pleased.  I 
only  think  it  necessary  tnat  your  lordships  should  truly  know 
the  actual  state  of  that  country,  and  the  ground  upon  which 
Mr.  Hastings  stood.  Tour  lordships  will  find  it  a  fairy  land, 
in  which  there  is  a  perpetual  masquerade,  where  no  one  thing 
appears  as  it  really  is,  where  the  person  who  seems  to  have 
the  authority  is  a  slave,  while  the  person  who  seems  to  be  the 
slave  has  the  authority.  In  that  ambiguous  government  every- 
thing favours  fraud ;  everything  favours  peculation ;  every- 
thing favours  violence ;  everything  favours  concealment.  You 
will,  therefore,  permit  me  to  show  to  you  what  were  the 
principles  upon  which  Mr.  Hastings  appears,  according  to  the 
evidence  before  you,  to  have  acted ;  what  the  state  of  the 
country  was,  according  to  his  conceptions  of  it ;  and  then 
you  will  see  how  he  applied  those  principles  to  that  state. 

"The  means  by  which  our  government  acquired  this  in- 
fluence," says  Mr.  Hastings,  "  and  its  right  to  exercise  it,  will 
require  a  previous  explanation.'*  He  then  proceeds,  "  With 
his  death  (Sujah  Dowlah's)  a  new  political  system  com- 
menced, and  Mr.  Bristow  was  constituted  the  instrument  of 
its  formation,  and  the  trustee  for  the  management  of  it.  The 
Nabob  Azoph  ul  Dowlah  was  deprived  of  a  large  part  of  his 
inheritance  ;  I  mean  the  province  of  Benares,  attached  by  a 
very  feeble  and  precarious  tenure  to  our  dominions ;  the 
army  fixed  to  a  permanent  station  in  a  remote  line  of  his  fron- 
tier, with  an  augmented  and  perpetual  subsidy.  A  new  army, 
amphibiously  composed  of  troops  in  his  service  and  pay,  com- 
manded by  English  officers  of  our  own  nomination,  for  the 
defence  of  his  new  conquests,  and  his  own  natural  troops 
annihilated,  or  alienated  by  the  insufficiency  of  his  revenue 
for  all  his  disbursements ;  and  the  prior  claims  of  those  which 
our  authority  or  influence  comiiianded :  in  a  word,  he  became 
a  vassal  of  the  government,  but  he  still  possessed  an  ostensi- 
ble sovereignty.  His  titular  rank  of  vizier  of  the  empire 
rendered  him  a  conspicuous  object  of  view  to  all  the  states 
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aad  chiefs  of  India ;  and  on  the  moderation  and  justice  with 
which  the  British  government  in  Bengal  exercised  its  influ- 
ence over  him,  many  points  most  essential  to  its  political 
strength  and  to  the  honour  of  the  British  name  depended/' 

Tour  lordships  see,  that  the  system  which  is  supposed  to 
hare  reduced  hmi  to  vassalage  did  not  make,  as  he  contends, 
a  violent  exercise  of  our  power  necessary  or  proper ;  hut  pos- 
essing,  as  the  Kahoh  did,  that  high  nominal  dignity,  and 
being  in  that  state  of  vassalage,  as  Mr.  Hastings  thought 
proper  to  term  it,  though  there  is  no  vassalage  mentioned  in 
the  treaty ;  being,  I  say,  in  that  situation  of  honour,  credit, 
and  character,  sovereign  of  a  country  as  large  as  England, 
yielding  an  immense  revenue,  and  flourishing  in  trade  ;  cer- 
tainly our  honour  depended  upon  the  use  we  made  of  that 
influence  which  our  power  gave  us  over  him ;  and  we  there- 
fore press  it  upon  your  lordships,  that  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Hastings  was  such  as  dishonoured  this  nation. 

He  proceeds  :  "  That  is  not  a  place,  nor  have  I  room  in  it 
to  prove,  what  I  shall  here  content  myself  with  aflfirming,  that 
by  a  sacred  and  undeviating  observance  of  every  principle  of 
public  faith  the  British  dominion  might  have  hj  this  time 
acquired  the  means  of  its  extension,  through  a  virtual  sub- 
mission to  its  aHthority,  to  every  region  of  Hindostan  and 
Deccan.  I  am  not  sure  that  I  should  advise  such  a  design, 
were  it  practicable,  which  at  this  time  it  certainly  is  not,  and 
I  very  much  fear  that  the  limited  formation  of  such  equal 
alliances  as  might  be  useful  to  our  present  condition,  and 
conduce  to  its  improvement,  is  become  liable  to  almost  insur- 
mountable difficulties ;  every  power  in  India  must  wish  for 
the  support  of  ours,  but  they  all  dread  the  connexion. 

"  The  subjection  of  Bengal,  and  the  deprivation  of  the 
£unily  of  Jaffier  Ali  Khsoi,  though  an  eflect  of  inevitable 
necessity,  the  present  usurpations  of  the  rights  of  the  Nabob 
WaUar  Jau  in  the  Camatic,  and  the  licentious  violations  of 
the  treaty  existing  betweenthe  Company  and  the  Nabob  Nizam 
ul  Dowlah,  though  checked  by  the  remedial  interposition  of 
this  government,  stand  as  terrible  precedents  against  us  ;  the 
effects  of  our  connexion  with  the  Nabob  Azoph  ul  Dowlah 
had  a  rapid  tendency  to  the  same  consequences,  and  it  has 
been  my  invariable  study  to  prevent  it." 

Your  lordships  will  remember  that  the  counsel  at  the  bar 
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have  said,  that  tbej  undertook  tbe  defence  of  Warren  Hast^ 
ing9,  not  in  order  to  defend  him,  but  to  rescue  the  British 
chiuticter  from  the  imputations  which  have  been  laid  upon  it 
by  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain.  They  have  saio,  that 
the  Commons  of  Q-reat  Britain  have  slandered  their  country, 
and  have  misrepresented  its  character ;  while,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  servants  of  the  Company  have  sustained  and  main- 
tained the  dignity  of  the  English  character,  have  kept  its 
public  faith  inviolate,  preserved  the  people  from  oppression, 
reconciled  every  government  to  it  in  India,  and  have  made 
evenr  person  under  it  prosperous  and  happy. 

My  lords,  you  see  what  this  man  says  himself,  when  en- 
deavouring to  prove  his  own  innocence.  Instead  of  proving  it 
by  the  &cts  alleged  by  his  counsel,  he  declares  that^  b^  pre- 
serving good  faith,  you  might  have  conquered  India,  the 
most  glorious  couquest  that  was  ever  made  in  the  world ; 
that  afi  the  people  want  our  assistance,  but  dread  our  connex- 
ion. Why  ?  Because  our  whole  conduct  has  been  one  per- 
petual tissue  of  perfidy  and  breach  of  faith  with  every  person 
who  has  been  in  alliance  with  us,  in  any  mode  whatever ; 
here  is  the  man  himself  who  says  it.  Can  we  bear  that  this 
man  should  now  stand  up  in  this  place  as  the  assertor  of  the 
honour  of  the  British  nation  against  us,  who  char^  this  dis- 
honour to  have  fallen  upon  us  by  him,  through  him,  and 
during  his  government  ? 

But  all  the  mischief,  he  goes  on  to  assert,  was  in  the  pre- 
vious system,  in  the  formation  of  which  he  had  no  share ;  the 
system  of  1775,  when  the  first  treaty  with  the  Nabob  was 
made.  "  That  system,"  says  he,  "  is  not  mine,  it  was  made 
by  General  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis." 
So  it  was,  my  lords.  It  did  them  very  great  honour ;  and  I 
believe  it  ever  will  do  them  honour,  in  the  eyes  of  the  British 
nation,  that  they  took  an  opportunity,  without  the  violation 
of  faith,  without  the  breach  of  any  one  treaty,  and  without 
injury  to  any  person,  to  do  great  and  eminent  services  to  the 
Company ;  out  Mr.  Hastings  disclaims  it,  unnecessarily  dis- 
claims it,  for  no  one  charges  him  with  it.  What  we  cnarge 
him  with  is  the  abuse  oi  that  svstem.  To  one  of  these 
abuses  I  will  now  call  your  lordships'  attention.  Finding, 
soon  after  his  appointment  to  the  omce  of  Gt>vemor-Gkneral, 
that  the  Nabob  was  likely  to  get  into  debt,  he  turns  him  into 
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a  vaseal,  and  resolves  to  treat  him  as  such.  You  will  ob* 
serve  that  this  is  not  the  only  instance  in  which,  upon  a 
Mure  of  payment,  the  defaulter  becomes  directly  a  vassaL 
You  remember  how  Durbedgj  Sing,  the  moment  ne  fell  into 
an  arrear  of  tribute,  became  a  vassal,  and  was  thrown  into 
prison,  without  any  inquiry  into  the  causes  which  occasioned 
that  arrear.  With  respect  to  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  we  assert, 
and  can  prove,  that  his  revenue  was  £3,600,000  at  the  day 
of  his  father's  death ;  and  if  the  revenue  fell  off  afterwards, 
ihere  was  abundant  reason  to  believe  that  he  possessed  in 
abundance  the  means  of  paying  the  Company  every  flEurthing. 
Before  I  quit  this  subject,  your  lordships  will  again  permit 
me  to  reprobate  the  malicious  insinuations  by  which  Mr.  Hast- 
ings has  thought  proper  to  slander  the  virtuous  persons  who 
are  the  authors  of  that  system  which  he  complains  of.  They 
are  men  whose  characters  this  country  wul  ever  respect, 
honour,  and  revere,  both  the  living  and  the  dead ;  the  dead  for 
the  living,  and  the  living  for  the  dead.  They  will  altogether 
be  revered  for  a  conduct  honourable  and  glorious  to  G^reat 
Britain ;  whilst  their  names  stand,  as  they  now  do,  unspotted 
by  the  least  imputation  of  oppression,  breach  of  fiaith,  perjury, 
bribery,  or  any  other  fraud  whatever.  I  know  there  was  a 
&ction  formed  against  them,  upon  that  very  account.  Be 
corrupt,  you  have  friends ;  stem  the  torrent  of  corruption,  you  - 
open  a  thousand  v^ial  mouths  against  you.  Men  resolved  to 
do  their  duty  must  be  content  to  suffer  such  opprobrium,  and 
I  am  content ;  in  the  name  of  the  living  and  of  the  dead,  and 
in  the  name  of  the  Commons,  I  glory  in  our  having  appoint* 
ed  some  good  servants,  at  least,  to  India. 

But  to  proceed.  "  This  system  was  not,"  says  he,  "  of  my 
making."  You  would  then  naturally  imagme  that  the  per- 
sons who  made  this  abominable  system  hsMl  also  made  some 
tyrannous  use  of  it.  Le^  us  see  what  use  they  made  of  it 
during  the  time  of  their  majority  in  the  council.  There  was 
an  arrear  of  subsidy  due  from  the  Nabob.  How  it  came  into 
arrear,  we  slmU  ccaisider  hereafter.  The  Nabob  proposed  to 
pay  it  by  taxing  the  jaghires  of  his  fiwnily,  and  taking  some 
money  from  the  Begum.  This  was  consented  to  by  Mr.  Bris* 
tow,  at  that  time  resident  for  the  Company  in  Oude ;  and  to 
this  arrangement  Azoph  ul  Dowlah  and  his  advisers  lent  a 
willing  ear.     What  did  Mr.  Hastings  then  say  of  this  trans* 
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action  ?  He  called  it  a  yiolent  assumption  of  power  on  the 
part  of  the  council.  He  did  not,  you  see,  then  allow  that  a 
Dad  system  justified  any  persons  whatever  in  an  ahuse  of  it. 
He  contended  that  it  was  a  violent  attack  upon  the  rights 
and  property  of  the  parties  firom  whom  the  money  was  to  be 
taken ;  that  it  had  no  ground  or  foundation  in  justice  what- 
ever, and  that  it  was  contrary  to  every  principle  of  right  and 
equity. 

Your  lordships  will  please  to  bear  in  mind,  that  afterwards, 
by  his  own  consent,  and  the  consent  of  the  rest  of  the  coun- 
cil, this  business  was  compromised  between  the  son,  the 
mother,  and  their  relations.  A  very  great  sum  of  money, 
which  was  most  useful  to  the  Company  at  that  period,  waa 
raised  by  a  family  compact  and  arrangement  among  them- 
selves. This  proceeding  was  sanctioned  by  the  Company, 
Mr.  Hastings  himself  consenting ;  and  a  pledge  was  given 
to  the  Begums  and  &mily  of  the  Nabob  that  this  shoidd  be 
the  last  demand  made  upon  them,  that  it  shoidd  be  consid- 
ered not  as  taken  compulsively,  but  as  a  friendly  and  amica- 
ble donation.  They  never  admitted,  nor  did  the  Nabob  ever 
contend,  that  he  had  any  right  at  all  to  take  this  money  from 
them.  At  that  time,  it  was  not  Mr.  Hastings's  opinion  that 
the  badness  of  the  system  woidd  justify  any  violence  as  a 
consequence  of  it ;  and  when  the  advancement  of  the  money 
was  agreed  to  between  the  parties,  as  a  family  and  amicable 
compact,  he  was  as  ready  as  anybody  to  propose  and  sanc- 
tion a  regular  treaty  between  the  parties,  that  all  claims  on 
one  side,  and  all  kind  of  uneasiness  on  the  other,  should  cease 
for  ever,  under  the  guardianship  of  British  fsdth. 

Mr.  Hastings,  as  your  lordships  remember,  has  conceded 
that  British  ftuth  is  the  support  of  the  British  empire ;  that  if 
that  empire  is  to  be  maintained,  it  is  to  be  maintained  by 
good  faith ;  that  if  it  is  to  be  propagated,  it  is  to  be  propa- 
gated by  public  feith ;  and  that  if  the  British  empire  falls,  it 
will  be  through  perfidy  and  violence.  These  are  the  princi- 
ples which  he  assumes  when  he  chooses  to  reproach  others. 
But  when  he  has  to  defend  his  own  perfidy  and  breaches  of 
fiiith,  then,  as  your  lordships  will  find  set  forth  in  his  defence 
before  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  Benares  charge,  he 
denies,  or  at  least  questions,  the  validity  of  anv  treaty  that 
can  at  present  be  made  with  India.     He  declares  that  he 
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considers  all  treaties  as  being  weakened  by  a  considerable  de- 
gree of  doubt  respecting  their  validity  and  their  binding  force, 
in  such  a  state  of  things  as  exists  in  India. 

Whatever  was  done,  during  that  period  of  time  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  by  the  majority  of  the  council,  Mr.  Hastings 
considered  himself  as  having  nothing  to  do  with,  on  the  plea 
of  his  being  a  dissentient  member :  a  principle  which,  like 
other  principles,  I  shall  take  some  notice  of  by  and  by. 
Colonel  Monson  and  General  Clavering  died  soon  after,  and 
Mr.  Hastings  obtained  a  majority  in  the  council,  and  was 
then,  as  he  calls  it,  restored  to  his  authority ;  so  that  any  evil 
that  could  be  done  by  evil  men,  under  that  evil  system,  could 
have  lasted  but  for  a  "very  short  time  indeed.  From  that 
moment  Mr.  Hastings,  in  my  opinion,  became  responsible  for 
every  act  done  in  council  wmle  he  was  there,  which  he  did  not 
resist ;  and  for  every  engagement  which  he  did  not  oppose. 
For  your  lordships  will  not  bear  that  miserable  jargon  which 
you  nave  heard,  shameful  to  office  and  to  official  authority, 
that  a  man,  when  he  happens  not  to  find  himself  in  a  majority 
upon  any  measure,  may  think  himself  excusable  for  the  total 
neglect  of  his  duty ;  that  in  such  a  situation  he  is  not  bound 
to  propose  anything  that  it  might  be  proper  to  propose,  or 
to  resist  anything  that  it  might  be  proper  to  resist.  What 
would  be  the  inference  from  such  an  assumption  ?  That  he 
can  never  act  in  a  commission;  that  unless  a  man  has  the 
supreme  power,  he  is  not  responsible  for  anything  he  does  or 
neglects  to  do.  This  is  anotner  principle  which  your  lord- 
ships will  see  constantly  asserted  and  constantly  referred  to 
by  Mr.  Hastings.  Now  I  do  contend,  that  notwithstanding 
his  having  been  in  a  minority,  if  there  was  anything  to  be 
done  that  could  prevent  oppressive  consequences,  he  was 
bound  to  do  that  tiling ;  and  that  he  was  bound  to  propose 
every  possible  remedial  measure.  This  proud,  rebellious 
proposition  against  the  law,  that  any  one  individual  in  the 
council  may  say  that  he  is  responsible  for  nothing,  because 
he  is  not  the  whole  council,  calls  for  your  lordships'  strongest 
reprobation. 

1  must  now  beg  leave  to  observe  to  you,  that  the  treaty 
was  made  (and  I  wish  your  lordships  to  advert  to  dates)  in 
the  year  1775.  Mr.  Hastings  acquired  the  majority  in  some- 
thing more  than  a  year  afterwards ;  and  therefore,  supposing 
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the  acts  of  the  former  majority  to  have  heen  ever  so  iniqui- 
tous, their  power  lasted  but  a  short  time.  From  the  year 
1776  to  1784,  Mr.  Hastings  had  the  whole  government  of 
Oude  in  himself,  by  having  the  majority  in  the  council.  My 
lords,  it  is  no  offence  that  a  governor-general,  or  anybody 
else,  has  the  majority  in  the  council.  To  have  the  govern- 
ment in  himself  is  no  offence.  Neither  was  it  any  offence, 
if  you  please,  that  the  Nabob  was  virtually  a  vassal  to  the 
Company,  as  he  contends  he  was ;  for  the  question  is  not 
what  a  governor-general  may  do,  but  what  AVarren  Hastings 
did  do.  He  who  has  a  majority  in  council,  and  records  lus 
own  acts  there,  may  justify  these  acts  as  legal ;  I  mean  the 
mode  is  legal.  But  as  he  executes  whatever  he  proposes  as 
governor-general,  he  is  solely  responsible  for  the  nature  of 
the  acts  themselves. 

I  shall  now  show  your  lordships,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  find- 
ing, as  he  states,  the  Nabob  to  be  made,  by  the  treaty  in 
1775,  eventually  a  vassal  to  the  Company,  has  thought  proper 
to  make  him  a  vassal  to  himself,  for  his  own  private  purposes. 
Your  lordships  will  see  what  corrupt  and  iniquitous  {purposes 
they  were.  In  the  first  place,  in  order  to  annihilate  in  effect 
the  council,  and  to  take  wholly  from  them  their  control  in 
the  affairs  of  Oude,  he  suppressed  [your  lordships  will  fin4 
the  fact  proved  in  your  mmutes]  the  Persian  correspondence, 
which  was  the  whole  correspondence  of  Oude.  Tnis  whole 
correspondence  was  secreted  by  him,  and  kept  from  the 
council.  It  was  never  communicated  to  the  Persian  transla- 
tor of  the  Company,  Mr.  Colebrooke,  who  had  a  salary  for 
executing  that  office.  It  was  secreted  and  kept  in  the  private 
cabinet  of  Mr.  Hastings ;  from  the  period  of  1781  to  1785, 
no  part  of  it  was  communicated  to  the  council.  There  is 
nothing,  as  your  lordships  have  often  found  in  this  trial,  that 
speaks  for  the  man  like  nimself ; — ^there  is  nothing  will  speak 
&r  his  conduct  like  the  records  of  the  Company. 

"  Fort  William,  19th  February,    785. 

*^  At  a  Council;  present,  the  honoumble  John  Maepherson^ 
Mq.,  OovemoT'Ghneral,  President,  and  John  Stables,  JBsq. 

''The  Persian  translator  attending,  in  obedience  to  the 
board's  orders,  reports,  that  since  the  end  of  the  year  1781 
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there  have  been  no  books  of  correspondence  kept  in  his 
office ;  because  from  that  time  until  the  late  Governor- Gene- 
ral's departure,  he  was  employed  but  once  by  the  governor- 
general  to  manage  the  correspondence,  during  a  short  visit 
which  Major  Davy,  the  military  Persian  interpreter,  paid  by 
the  governor's  order  to  Lucknow.  That  during  th^t  whole 
period  of  three  years  he  remained  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
correspondence,  as  he  was  applied  to  on  no  occasion,  except 
for  a  few  papers  sometimes  sent  to  him  by  the  secretaries, 
which  he  always  returned  to  them  as  soon  as  translated. 

"  The  Persian  translator  has  received  from  Mr.  Scott,  since 
the  late  Governor- General's  departure,  a  trunk  containing 
English  drafts  and  translations,  and  the  Persian  originals  of 
letters  and  papers,  with  three  books  in  the  Persian  laiiguage^ 
containing  copies  of  letters,  written  between  August,  1782, 
and  January,  1785 ;  and  if  the  board  should  please  to  order 
the  secretaries  of  the  general  department  to  ftirnish  him  with 
copies  of  all  translations  and  drafts  recorded  in  their  consul- 
tations, between  the  1st  of  Januarv,  1782,  and  the  31st  of 
January,  1785,  he  thinks  that  he  should  be  able,  with  what 
he  has  found  in  Captain  Scott's  trunk,  to  make  up  the  cor- 
respondence for  that  period. 

"(Signed)  Edwabd  Colebeookb, 

•    Persian  Translator." 

Hear  then,  my  lords,  what  becomes  of  the  records  of  the 
Company,  which  were  to  be  the  vouchers  for  every  public 
act,  which  were  to  show  whether,  in  the  Company's  trans- 
actions, agreements,  and  treaties  with  the  native  powers,  the 
public  faith  was  kept  or  not.  You  see  them  aU  crammed 
into  Mr.  Scott's  trunk ;  a  trunk  into  which  they  put  what 
they  please,  take  out  what  they  please,  suppress  what  they 
please,  or  thrust  in  whatever  wiu  answer  their  purpose.  The 
records  of  the  Governor-General  and  council  of  Bengal  are 
kept  in  Captain  Jonathan  Scott's  trunk ;  this  trunk  is  to  be 
considered  as  the  real  and  true  channel  of  intelligence  be- 
tween the  Company  and  the  country  powers ;  but  even  this 
channel  was  not  open  to  any  member  of  the  council,  except 
Mr.  Hastings ;  and  when  the  council,  for  the  first  time,  dat- 
ing to  think  for  themselves,  call  upon  the  Persian  translator, 
he  knows  nothing  about  it.    We  find  that  it  is  given  into 
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tbe  bands  of  a  person  nominated  bj  Mr.  Hastings,  Major 
Davy.  Wbat  do  the  Company  know  of  bim  ?  Wby,  he  was 
Mr.  Hastings's  private  secretary.  In  this  manner  the  council 
have  been  annihilated  during  all  these  transactions,  and  have 
no  other  knowledge  of  them  than  just  what  Mr.  Hastings 
and  his  trunk-keeper  thought  proper  to  give  them.  All  then 
that  we  know  of  these  transactions  is  from  this  miserable, 
imperfect,  garbled  correspondence. 

But  even  if  these  papers  contained  a  full  and  faithful  ac- 
count of  the  correspondence,  what  we  charge  is  its  not  being 
delivered  to  the  council  as  it  occurred  from  time  to  time.  Mr. 
Hastings  kept  the  whole  government  of  Oude  in  his  own 
hands,  so  that  the  council  had  no  power  of  judging  his  a^ets, 
of  checking,  controlling,  advising,  or  remonstrating.  It  was 
totally  annihilated  by  him ;  and  we  charge,  as  an  act  of  trea- 
son and  rebellion  agamst  the  act  of  parliament  by  which  he 
held  his  office,  his  depriving  the  council  of  their  legitimate 
authority,  by  shutting  them  out  from  the  knowledge  of  all 
affairs,  except  indeed  when  he  thought  it  expedient,  for  his 
own  justification,  to  have  their  nominal  concurrence  or  sub- 
sequent acquiescence  in  any  of  his  more  violent  measures. 

Tour  lordships  see  Mr.  Hastings's  system,  a  system  of 
concealment,  a  system  of  turning  the  vassals  of  the  Company 
into  his  own  vassals,  to  make  them  contributory,  not  to  the 
Company,  but  to  himself.  He  has  avowed  this  system  in 
Benares ;  he  has  avowed  it  in  Oude.  It  was  his  constant 
practice.  Your  lordships  see,  in  Oude  he  kept  a  correspond- 
ence with  Mr.  Markham  for  years,  and  did  alone  all  the 
material  acts  which  ought  to  have  been  done  in  council.  He 
delegated  a  power  to  Mr.  Markham  which  he  had  not  to  de- 
legate ;  and  you  will  see  he  has  done  the  same  in  every  part 
of  India. 

We  first  charge  him,  not  only  with  acting  without  author- 
ity, but  with  a  strong  presumption,  founded  on  his  conceal- 
ment, of  intending  to  act  mischievously.  We  next  charge 
his  concealing  and  withdrawing  correspondence  as  being  £- 
rectly  contraj^  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  the 
practice  of  his  office,  and  the  very  nature  and  existence  of 
the  council  in  which  he  was  appointed  to  preside.  We  charge 
this  as  a  substantive  crime,  and  as  the  forerunner  of  the  op- 
pression, desolation,  and  ruin  of  that  miserable  country. 
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Mr.  Hastings  having  thus  rendered  the  council  blind  and 
ignorant,  and  consequently  fit  for  subserviency,  what  does  he 
next  do  ?  I  am  speaking  not  with  regard  to  the  time  of  his 
particular  acts,  but  with  regard  to  the  general  spirit  of  the 
proceedings.  He  next  flies  in  the  face  of  the  Company,  upon 
the  same  principle  on  which  he  removed  Mr.  Fowke  from 
Benares.  "I  removed  him  on  political  grounds,"  says  he, 
''against  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  because  I 
thought  it  necessary  that  the  resident  should  be  a  man  of 
my  own  nomination  and  confidence."  At  Oude  he  proceeds 
on  the  same  principle.  Mr.  Bristow  had  been  nominated  to 
the  oflice  of  resident  by  the  court  of  directors.  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, by  an  act  of  parliament,  was  ordered  to  obey  the  court 
of  directors.  He  positively  refuses  to  receive  Mr.  Bristow, 
iat  no  other  reason,  that  we  know  of,  but  because  he  was 
nominated  by  the  court  of  directors ;  he  defies  the  court,  and 
declares  in  effect  that  they  shall  not  govern  that  province, 
but  that  he  will  govern  it  by  a  resident  of  his  own. 

Tour  lordships  will  mark  his  progress  in  the  establishment 
of  that  new  system,  which,  he  says,  he  had  been  obliged  to 
adopt  by  the  evil  system  of  his  predecessors.  First,  he  anni- 
hilates the  council,  formed  by  an  act  of  parliament  and  by 
order  of  the  court  of  directors.  In  the  second  place,  he  de- 
fies the  order  of  the  court,  who  had  the  undoubted  nomina- 
tion of  all  their  own  servants,  and  who  ordered  him,  under 
the  severest  injunction,  to  appoint  Mr.  Bristow  to  the  office 
of  resident  in  Oude.  He  for  some  time  refused  to  nominate 
Mr.  Bristow  to  that  office ;  and  even  when  he  was  forced, 
against  his  will,  to  permit  him  for  a  while  to  be  there,  he 
sent  Mr.  Middleton  and  Mr.  Johnson,  who  annihilated  Mr. 
Bristow's  authority  so  completely,  that  nO  one  public  act 
passed  through  his  hands. 

Aftor  he  had  ended  this  conflict  with  the  directors,  and  had 
entirely  shook  off  their  authority,  he  resolved  that  the  native 
powers  should  know  that  they  were  not  to  look  to  the  court 
of  directors,  but  to  look  ^o  his  arbitrary  will  in  all  things  ; 
and  therefore,  to  the  astonishment  of  ihe  world,  and  as  if  it 
were  designedly  to  expose  the  nakedness  of  the  parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  to  expose  the  nakedness  of  the  laws  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  nakedness  of  the  authority  of  the  coiui;  of 
directors  to  the  country  powers-,  he  wrote  a  letter,  which 
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your  lordships  will  find  in  page  795  of  the  printed  minutes. 
In  this  letter  the  secret  of  his  government  is  discovered  to 
the  country  powers.  They  are  given  to  und^stand,  that 
whatever  exaction,  whatever  oppression  or  ruin  they  may 
suffer,  they  are  to  look  nowhere  for  relief  but  to  him.  Not 
to  the  council,  not  to  the  court  of  directors,  not  to  the  sove- 
reign authority  of  Great  Britain,  but  to  him  and  him  only. 

Before  we  proceed  to  this  letter,  we  will  first  read  to  you 
the  minute  oi  council  by  which  he  dismissed  Mr.  Bristow 
upon  a  former  occasion  (it  is  in  page  507  of  the  printed 
/minutes),  that  your  lordships  may  see  his  audacious  oefiance 
of  the  laws  of  the  country.  We  wish,  I  say,  before  we  show 
you  the  horrible  and  fittal  effects  of  this  his  defiance,  to  im- 
press continually  upon  your  lordships'  minds,  that  this  man 
IS  to  be  tried  by  the  laws  of  the  country ;  and  that  it  is  not 
in  his  power  to  annihilate  their  authority  and  the  authority 
of  his  masters.  We  insist  upon  it  that  every  man  under  the 
authority  of  this  country  is  bound  to  obey  its  laws.  This 
minute  relates  to  his  first  removal  of  Mr.  Bristow.  I  read  it 
in  order  to  show  that  he  dared  to  defy  the  court  of  directors 
so  early  as  the  year  1776.  "  Eesolved  that  Mr.  John  Bris- 
tow be  recalled  to  the  presidenejr,  from  the  court  of  the  Nabob 
of  Oude,  and  that  Mr.  Nathaniel  Middleton  be  restored  to 
the  appointment  of  resident  at  that  court,  subject  to  the  or- 
ders and  authority  of  the  Governor- General  and  council,  con- 
formably to  the  motion  of  the  Governor-General."  I  will 
next  read  to  your  lordships  the  orders  of  the  directors  for 
his  reinstatement,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1777.  "  Upon  the 
most  careful  perusal  of  your  proceedings,  upon  the  2nd  of  De- 
cember, 1776,  relative  to  the  recall  of  Mr.  Bristow  from  the 
court  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  and  the  appointment  of  Mr, 
Nathaniel  Middleton  to  that  station,  we  n^ust  declare  oup 
strongest  disapprobation  of  the  whole  of  that  transaction.  We 
observe  that  the  Gt)vemor-GteneraVs  motion  for  the  recall  of 
Mr.  Bristow  includes  that  for  the  restoration  of  M^.  Nathaniel 
Middleton ;  but  as  neither  of  those  measures  appear  to  us 
necessary  or  even  justifiable,  they  cannot  receive  our  appro- 
bation. 

"With  respect  to  Mr.  Bristow,  we  find  no  shadow  of 
charge  against  him  ;  it  appears  that  he  has  executed  his  trust 
to  the  entire  satis&ction  even  of  those  members  of  the  coun* 
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cil  who  did  not  concur  in  his  appointment.  You  have  unan- 
imously recommended  him  to  our  notice — attention  to  youp 
recommendation  iias  induced  us  to  afford  him  marks  of  our 
£EiYOur,  and  to  reannex  the  emoluments  affixed  by  you  to  his 
appointment,  which  had  been  discontinued  by  our.  order ; 
and  as  we  must  be  of  opinion  that  a  person  of  acknowledged 
abilities,  whose  conduct  has  thus  gained  him  the  esteem  of 
his  superiors,  ought  not  to  be  degraded  without  just  cause, 
we  do  not  hesitate  to  interpose  in  his  behalf;  and  therefore 
direct  that  Mr.  Bristow  do  forthwith  return  to  his  station  of 
resident  at  Oude,  from  which  he  has  been  so  improperly  re- 
moved." 

Upon  the  receipt  of  these  ordersl  by  the  council,  Mr.  Fran. 
da,  then  a  member  of  the  council,  moves,  "  That,  in  obedience 
to  the  Company's  orders,  Mr.  Bristow  be  forthwith  appoint- 
ed and  directed  to  return  to  his  station  of  resident  at  Oude ; 
and  that  Mr.  Purling  be  ordered  to  deliver  over  charge 
of  the  office  to  Mr.  Bristow,  immediately  on  his  arrival,  and 
return  himself  forthwith  to  the  presidency.  Also  that  the 
Qt)vemor-General  be  requested  to  furnish  Mr.  Bristow  with 
the  usual  letter  of  credence  to  the  Nabob  Vizier." 

Upon  this  motion  being  made,  Mr.  Hastings  entered  the 
following  minute.  "  I  w3l  ask,  who  is  Mr.  Bristow,  that  a 
member  of  the  administration  should  at  such  a  time  hold  him 
forth  as  an  instrument  for  the  degradation  of  the  first  execu- 
tive member  of  this  government  ?  What  are  the  professed 
objects  of  his  appointment  ?  What  are  the  merits  and  ser- 
vioee,  or  what  the  qualifications,  which  entitle  him  to  such  an 
uncommon  distinction  ?  Is  it  for  his  superior  integrity  or 
from  his  eminent  abilities,  that  he  is  to  be  dignified  at  such 
hazards  of  every  consideraiion  that  ought  to  influence  mem- 
bers of  this  administration?  Of  the  former  I  know  no 
proofs ;  I  am  sure  that  it  is  not  an  evidence  of  it  that  he  has 
been  enabled  to  make  himself  the  principal  in  such  a  compe- 
tition ;  and,  for  the  test  of  his  abihties,  I  appeal  to  the  letter 
which  he  has  dared  to  write  to  this  board,  and  which  I  am 
ashamed  to  say  we  have  suffered.  I  desire  that  a  copy  of  it 
may  be  inserted  in  this  day's  proceedings,  that  it  may  stand 
beK>re  the  eyes  of  every  member  of  the  board,  when  he  shall 
give  his  vote  upon  a  question  for  giving  their  confidence  to  a 
man,  their  servant,  who  has  publicly  insulted  them,  his  mas- 
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ters,  and  the  members  of  the  government,  to  whom  he  owes 
his  obedience ;  who,  assuming  an  association  with  the  court  of 
directors,  and  erecting  himself  into  a  tribunal,  has  arraigned" 
them  for  disobedience  of  orders,  passed  judgment  upon 
them,  and  condemned  or  acquitted  them  as  their  magistrate 
and  superior.  Let  the  board  consider  whether  a  man  pos- 
sessed of  so  independent  a  spirit,  who  has  already  shown 
such  a  contempt  of  their  authority,  who  has  shown  himself 
80  wretched  an  advocate  for  his  own  cause,  and  negotiator 
for  his  own  interest,  is  fit  to  be  trusted  with  the  guardianship 
of  their  honour,  the  execution  of  their  measures,  and  as  their 
confidential  manager  and  negotiator  with  the  princes  of 
India." 

My  lords,  you  here  see  an  instance  of  what  I  have  before 
stated  to  your  lordships,  and  what  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of 
recommending  to  your  constant  consideration.  You  see  that 
a  tyrant  and  a  rebel  is  one  and  the  same  thing.  You  see 
this  man,  at  the  very  time  that  he  is  a  direct  rebel  to  the 
Company,  arbitrarily  and  tyrannically  displacing  Mr.  Bristow, 
although  he  had  previously  joined  m  the  approbation  of  his 
conduct,  and  in  voting  hun  a  pecuniary  reward.  He  is 
ordered  by  the  court  of  directors  to  restore  that  person,  who 
desires  in  a  suppliant,  decent,  proper  tone,  that  the  Company's 
orders  should  produce  their  effect,  and  that  the  council  would 
have  the  goodness  to  restore  him  to  his  situation. 

My  lords,  you  have  seen  the  audacious  insolence,  the  ty- 
rannical pride,  with  which  he  dares  to  treat  this  order.  You 
have  seen  the  recorded  minute  which  he  has  dared  to  send 
to  the  court  of  directors ;  and  in  this  you  see,  that  when  he 
cannot  directly  asperse  a  man's  conduct,  and  has  nothing  to 
say  against  it,  he  maliciously,  I  should  perhaps  rather  say 
enviously,  insinuates  that  he  had  unjustly  made  his  fortune. 
"  You  are,"  says  he,  "  to  judge  from  the  mdependence  of  his 
manner  and  style,  whether  he  could  or  no  have  got  that  with- 
out some  unjust  means."  God  forbid  I  should  ever  be  able 
to  invent -anything  that  can  equal  the  impudence  of  what  this 
man  dares  to  write  to  his  superiors,  or  the  insolent  style  in 
which  he  dares  to  treat  persons  who  are  not  his  servants. 

Who  made  the  servants  of  the  Company  the  master  of  the 
servants  of  the  Company  ?  The  court  of  directors  are  their 
fellow  servants  j  they  are  all  the  servants  of  this  kingdom. 
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Still  the  claim  of  a  fellow  servant  to  hold  aa  office  which  the 
court  of  directors  had  legally  appointed  him  to,  is  considered 
•  bj.this  audacious  tyrant  as  an  insult  to  him.  By  this  you 
may  judge  how  he  treats,  not  only  the  servants  of  the 
Company,  but  the  natives  of  the  country,  and  by  what  means 
he  has  brought  them  into  that  abject  state  oi  servitude,  in 
which  they  are*  ready  to  do  anything  he  wishes,  and  to  sign 
anything  he  dictates.  I  must  again  beg  your  lordships -to 
remark  what  this  man  has  had  the  folly  and  impudence  to 
place  upon  the  records  of  the  council  of  which  he  was  presi- 
dent ;  and  I  will  venture  to  assert  that  so  extraordinary  a 
performance  never  before  appeared  on  the  records  of  any 
court,  Eastern  or  European.  Because  Mr.  Bristow  claims  an 
office  which  is  his  right  and  his  freehold  as  long  as  the  Com- 
pany chooses,  Mr.  Hastings  accuses  him  of  being  an  accom- 
plice with  the  court  of  directors  in  a  conspiracy  against  him  ; 
and  because,  after  long  delays,  he  had  presented  an  humble 
petition  to  have  the  court  of  directors'  orders  in  his  favour 
carried  into  execution, ''  he  says,  he  has  erected  himself  into 
a  tribunal  of  justice;  that  he  has  arraigned  the  council  for 
disobedience  of  orders,  passed  judgment  upon  them,  and  con- 
demned or  acquitted  them  as  their  magistrate  and  superior." 

Let  us  suppose  his  Majeslnr  to  have  been  pleased  to  appoint 
any  one  to  an  office  in  the  gift  of  the  crown ;  .what  should  we 
think  of  the  person  whose  business  it  was  to  execute  the 
king's  commands,  if  he  should  say  to  the  person  appointed, 
when  he  claimed  his  office,  you  shall  not  have  it ;  you  assume 
to  be  my  superior,  and  you  disgrace  and  dishonour  me  ?  Good 
Ghod !  my  lords,  where  was  this  language  learned ;  in  what 
country,  and  in  what  barbarous  nation  of  Hottentots  was 
this  jargon  picked  up  ?  For  there  is  no  Eastern  court  that  I 
ever  heard  of  (and  1  believe  I  have  been  as  conversant  with 
the  manners  and  customs  of  the  East  as  most  persons  whose 
business  has  not  directly  led  them  into  that  country)  where 
such  conduct  would  have  been  tolerated.  A  bashaw,  if  he 
[^oidd  be  ordered  by  the  Grand  Seignor  to  invest  another 
with  his  office,  puts  the  letter  upon  his  head,  and  obedience 
immediately  follows. 

But  the  obedience  of  a  barbarous  magistrate  should  not  be 
compared  to  the  obedience  which  a  British  subject  owes  to 
the  laws  of  his  country.    Mr.  Hastings  receives  an  order. 
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which  he  should  hB,ve  instantly  obeyed.  He  is  reminded  of 
this  by  the  person  who  suffers  from  his  disobedience :  and 
this  proves  that  person  to  be  possessed  of  too  independ^Qt  a  < 
spirit.  Aye,  my  lords,  here  is  the  grievance — no  man  can 
dare  show  in  India  an  independent  spirit.  It  is  this,  and  not 
his  having  shown  such  a  contempt  of  their  authority,  not  his 
having  shown  himself  so  wretched  an  advocate  for  his  own 
cause,  and  so  bad  a  negotiator  for  his  own  interest,  that  makes 
him  unfit  to  be  trusted  with  the  guardianship  of  their  honour, 
the  execution  of  their  measures,  and  to  be  their  confidential 
manager  and  negotiator  with  the  princes  of  India. 

But,  my  lords,  what  is  this  want  of  skill  which  Mr.  Bris- 
tow  has  shown  in  negotiating  his  own  affairs  F  Mr.  Hastings 
will  inform  us.  He  should  have  pocketed  the, letter  of  the 
court  of  directors ;  he  should  never  have  made  the  least 
mention  of  it ;  he  should  have  come  to  my  banyan,  Cantoo 
Baboo ;  he  should  have  offered  him  a  bribe  upon  the  occasion. 
That  would  have  been  the  way  to  succeed  with  me,  who 
am  a  public-spirited  taker  of  bribes  and  nuzzeers.  But  this 
base  fool— this  man,  who  is  but  a  vile  negotiator  for  his  own 
interest,  has  dared  to  accept  the  patronage  of  the  court  of 
directors.  Jle  should  have  secured  the  protection  of  Cantoo 
Baboo,  their  more  efficient  rivaL  This  would  have  been  the 
skilful  mode  of  doing  the  business.  But  this  man,  it  seems, 
had  not  only  shown  himself  an  unskilful  negotiator, — he 
had  likewise  afforded  evidence  of  his  want  of  integrity.  And 
what  is  this  evidence  ?  His  having  "  enabled  himself  to  be* 
come  the  principal  in  such  a  competition."  That  is  to  say, 
he  had  by  his  meritorious  conduct  in  the  service  of  his  mas- 
ters, the  directors,  obtained  their  approbation  and  favour.  Mr. 
Hastings  then  contemptuously  adds,  "  and,  for  the  test  of  his 
abilities,  I  appeal  to  the  letter  which  he  has  dared  to  write 
to  the  board,  and  which,  I  am  ashamed  to  say,  we  have  suf- 
fered." "Whatever  that  letter  may  be,  I  will  venture  to  say 
there  is  not  a  word  or  syllable  in  it  that  tastes  of  such  in- 
solence and  arbitrariness,  with  regard  to  the  servants  of  the 
Company,  his  fellow  servants,— of  such  audacious  rebellion, 
with  regard  to  the  laws  of  his  country,  as  are  contained  in 
this  minute  of  Mr.  Hastings. 

But,  my  lords,  why  did  he  choose  to  have  Mr.  Middleton 
appointed  resident  ?  Your  lordships  have  not  seen  Mr.  Bris- 
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tow.  You  have  only  heard  of  him  as  a  humble  suppliant,  to 
have  the  orders  of  the  Company  obeyed :  but  you  have  seen 
Mr.  Middleton.  You  know  tnat  Mr.  Middleton  is  a  good 
man  to  keep  a  secret :  I  describe  him  no  further.  You  know 
what  qualincations  Mr.  Hastings  requires  in  a  fiftvourite; 
you  also  know  why  he  was  turned  out  of  his  employment, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  court  of  directors ;  that  it  was 
principally  because,  when  resid^t  in  Oude,  he  positively, 
audaciously,  and  rebelliously  refused  to  lay  before  the  council 
the  correspondence  with  the  country  powers.  He  says  he 
gave  it  up  to  Mr.  Hastings ;  whether  he  has  or  has  not  de- 
slaroyed  it  we  know  not ;  all  we  know  of  it  is,  that  it  is  not 
found  to  this  hour.  We  xsannot  even  find  Mr.  Middleton's 
trunk,  though  Mr.  Jonathan  Scott  did  at  last  produce  his. 
The  whole  of  the  Persian  correspondence,  during  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton's  residence,  was  refused^  as  I  have  said,  to  the  board 
at  Calcutta  and  to  the  court  of  directors ;  was  refused  to  the 
legal  authoaities ;  and  Mr.  Middleton,  for  that  very  refusal, 
was  again  appointed  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  supersede  Mr.  Bris- 
tow,  removed  without  a  pretence  of  offence  j  he  received,  I 
say,  this  appointment  &om  Mr.  Hastings,  as  a  reward  for  that 
servile  compliance,  by  which  he  dissolved  every  tie  between 
himself  and  his  legal  masters. 

The  matter  being  now  brought  to  a  simple  issue,  whether 
the  Governor-General  is  or  is  not  bound  to  obey  his  supe« 
riors,  I  shall  here  leave  it  with  your  lordships,  and  I  have 
only  to  beg  your  lordships  will  remark  the  course  of  events 
as  they  foUow  each  other ;  keeping  in  mind  that  the  prisoner 
at  your  bar  declared  Mr.  Bristow  to  be  a  man  of  suspected 
integrity,  on  account  of  his  independence,  and  deficient  in 
abilit^9  because  he  did  not  know  bow  best  to  promote  his 
own  interest. 

I  must  here  state  to  your  lordships,  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  resident  to  transact  the  money  concerns  of  the  Company, 
as  well  as  its  political  negotiations ;  you  will  now  see  how 
Mr.  Hastings  divided  that  duty  after  he  became  apprehensive 
that  the  court  of  directors  might  be  inclined  to  assert  their 
own  authority,  and  to  assert  it  in  a  proper  manner,  which  they 
so  rarely  did.  When,  therefore,  his  passion  had  cooled,  when 
his  resentment  of  those  violent  indignities  which  had  been 
offered  to  him,  namely,  the  indignity  of  being  put  in  mind 
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that  he  had  any  superior  under  heaven  (for  I  know  of  no 
other),  he  adopts  the  expedient  of  dividing  the^residency  into 
two  offices ;  he  makes  a  fair  compromise  between  himself  and 
the  directors.  He  appoints  Mr.  Middleton  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  money  concerns,  and  Mr.  Bristow  to  that  of  the 
political  aflfairs.  xour  lordships  see  that  Mr.  Bristow,  upon 
whom  he  had  fixed  the  disqualincation  for  political  affairs,  was 
the  very  person  appointed  to  that  department ;  and  to  Mr. 
Middleton,  the  man  of  his  confidence,  he  gives  the  manage- 
ment of  the  money  transactions.  He  discovers  plainly  where 
his  heart  was ;  for  where  your  treasure  is,  there  wiU  your 
heart  be  also.  This  private  agent,  this  stifler  of  correspond- 
ence, a  man  whose  costive  retention  discovers  no  secret  c<»n- 
mitted  to  him,  and  whose  slippery  memory  is  subject  to  a 
diarrhoea,  which  permits  everytliing  he  did  know  to  escape ; 
this  very  man  he  places  in  a  situation  where  his  talents  could 
only  be  useful  for  concealment,  and  where  concealment  could 
only  be  used  to  cover  fraud ;  while  Mr.  Bristow,  who  was  by 
his  official  engagement  responsible  to  the  Companv  for  fair 
and  clear  accounts,  was  appointed  superintendent  of  political 
affairs,  an  office  for  which  Mr.  Hastings  declared  he  was  to- 
tally unfit. 

My  lords,  you  will  judge  of  the  designs  which  the  prisoner 
had  in  contemplation,  when  he  dared  to  commit  this  act  of 
rebellion  against  the  Company ;  you  will  see  that  it  could 
not  have  been  any  other  than  getting  the  money  transactions 
of  Oude  into  his  own  hands.  The  presumption  of  a  corrupt 
motive  is  here  as  strong  as,  I  believe,  it  possibly  can  be. 

The  next  point  to  which  I  have  to  direct  your  lordships' 
attention  is  that  part  of  the  prisoner's  conduct  in  this  mat- 
ter by  which  he  exposed  the  nakedness  of  the  Company's 
authority  to  the  native  powers.  You  would  imagine  that  after 
the  first  dismissal  of  Mr,  Bristow,  Mr.  Hastings  would  have 
done  with  him  for  ever,  that  nothing  could  have  induced  him 
again  to  bring  forward  a  man  who  had  dared  to  insult  him,  a 
man  who  had  shown  an  independent  spirit,  a  man  who  had 
dishonoured  the  council  and  insulted  his  masters,  a  man  of 
doubtful  integritv,  and  convicted  unfitness  for  office.  But, 
my  lords,  in  the  face  of  all  this  he  afterwards  sends  this  very 
man  with  undivided  authority  into  the  country  as  sole  resi- 
dent :  and  now  your  lordships  shall  hear  in  what  mannei:  he 
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accounts  for  tliis  appointment  to  Gobind  Sam,  the  vakeel  or 
ambassador  of  the  ^abob  Azoph  nl  Dowlah  at  Calcutta.  It 
is  in  page  796  of  the  printed  minutes. 

Bxtract  of  an  Arzee  Bent  by  Bqfah  Oobvnd  Bam  to  the  Tizier, 
hf  the  Governor ^GenertU' 9  directioM,  and  written  the  27th 
rfAugwt,  1782. 

**  This  day  the  Gt)vemor- General  sent  for  me  in  private ; 
after  recapitulating  the  various  informations  he  had  received 
respecting  the  anarchy  and  confusion  said  to  reign  throughout 
your  highness's  country ;  and  complains  that  neither  your 
highness,  nor  Hyder  Beg  Khfin,  nor  Mr.  Middleton,  nor  Mr. 
Johnson,  ever  v?Tote  to  him  on  the  state  of  your  affairs,  or  if 
he  ever  received  a  letter  from  your  presence  it  always  con- 
tained assertions  contrary  to  the  above  informations;  the 
Govemor-Gkneral  proceeded  as  follows  .-—That  it  was  his 
intention  to  have  appointed  Mr.  David  Anderson  to  attend 
upon  your  highness,  but  that  he  was  still  with  Scindia,  and 
there  was  no  prospect  of  his  speedy  return  from  his  <»mp  ; 
therefore  it  was  now  his  wish  to  appoint  Mr.  John  Bristow, 
who  was  well  experienced  in  business,  to  Lucknow.  That 
when  Mr.  Bristow  formerly  held  the  office  of  resident  there, 
he  was  not  appointed  by  him ;  and  that  notwithstanding  he 
had  not  shown  any  instances  of  disobedience,  yet  he  had 
deemed  it  necessary  to  recall  him  because  he  had  been  patro- 
nised and  appointed  by  gentlemen  who  were  in  opposition  to 
him,  and  haa  contradicted  and  thwarted  all  his  measures; 
that  this  had  been  his  reason  for  recalling  Mr.  Bristow.  That 
since  Mr.  Francis's  return  to  furope,  and  the  arrival  of  in- 
formation there  of  the  deaths  of  the  other  gentlemen,  the 
king  and  the  Company  had  declared  their  approbation  of  his 
(the  Govemor-G«neral*s)  conduct,  and  had  conferred  upon 
him  the  most  ample  powers ;  that  they  had  sent  out  Mr.  Mac- 

Sherson,  who  was  his  old  and  particular  friend ;  and  that  Mr. 
tables,  that  was  on  his  way  here  as  a  member  of  the  supreme 
council,  was  also  hisparticuhir  friend ;  that  Mr.  "Wheler  had  re- 
ceived letters  from  Europe,  informing  him  that  the  members  of 
the  council  were  enjoined  all  of  them  to  cooperate  and  act  in 
conjiuiction  with  him,  in  every  measure  which  should  be  agree- 
able to  him  ;  and  that  there  was  no  one  in  council  now',  who 
was  not  united  with  him,  and  consequently  that  his  authority 
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was  perfect  and  complete ;  tliat  Mr.  Bristow,  as  it  was  known 
to  me,  had  returned  to  Europe ;  but  that  during  his  stay 
there  he  had  never  said  anytning  disrespectful  of  him,  or 
endeavoured  to  injure  him  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  had  received 
accounts  from  Europe  that  Mr.  Bristow  haa  spoken  much  in 
his  praise ;  so  that  Mr.  Bristow' s  friends  had  become  his 
friends ;  that  Mr.  Bristow  had  lately  been  introduced  to  him 
by  Mr.  Macpherson,  had  explained  his  past  conduct  perfectly 
to  his  satisfaction,  and  had  requested  &om  him  the  appoint- 
ment to  Lucknow ;  and  had  declared,  in  the  event  of  his 
obtaining  the  appointment,  that  he  should  show  every  mark 
of  attention  and  obedience  to  the  pleasure  of  your  highness, 
and  his,  the  Governor's ;  saying  that  your  highness  was  well 
pleased  with  him,  and  that  he  knew  what  you  had  written 
formerly  was  at  the  instigation  of  Mr.  Middleton ;  that  in 
consequence  of  the  foregoing,  he,  the  Gk)vemor,  had  determined 
to  have  appointed  Mr.  Bristow  to  Lucknow,  but  had  post- 
poned his  dismission  to  his  office,  for  the  following  reasons 
(videlicet),  people  at  Lucknow  might  think  that  Mr.  Bristow 
had  obtaiiied  his  appointment  in  consequence  of  orders  from 
Europe,  and  contrary  to  the  Governor's  inclination  ;  but  as 
the  contrary  was  the  case,  and  as  he  now  considered  Mr. 
Bristow  as  the  object  of  his  own  particular  patronage,  there- 
fore he  directed  me  to  forward  Mr.  Bristow's  arzee  to  the 
presence ;  and  that  it  was  the  Governor's  wish  that  your  high- 
ness, on  the  receipt  thereof,  would  write  a  letter  to  him,  and, 
as  from  yourself,  request  of  him  that  Mr.  Bristow  may  be  ap- 
pointed to  Lucfcuow,  and  that  you  would  write  an  answer  to 
this  arzee,  expressive  of  your  personal  satisfaction  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  the  Governor  concluded  with,  injunctions,  that  until  the 
arrival  of  jrour  highness's  letter,  requesting  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Bristow,  and  your  answer  to  this  arzee,  that  I  should 
keep  the  particulars  of  this  conversation  a  profound  secret,  for 
that  the  communication  of  it  to  any  person  whatever  would 
not  only  cause  his  displeasure,  but  would  throw  affairs  at 
Lucknow  into  great  confusion.  The  preceding  is  the  sub- 
stance of  the  governor's  directions  to  me ;  he  afterwards  went 
to  Mr.  Macpherson's  and  I  attended  him ;  Mr.  Bristow  was 
there ;  the  Governor  took  Mr.  Bristow' s  arzee  from  his  hand 
and  delivered  it  into  mine,  and  thence  proceeded  to  council ; 
Mr.  Bristow' s  arzee,  and  the  following  particulars,  I  transmit 
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and  communicate  by  the  G-oyemor's  directions ;  and  I  request 
that  I  may  be  favoured  with  the  answer  to  the  arzee,  and  the 
letter  to  the  Governor,  as  soon  as  possible,  as  his  injunctions 
to  me  were  very  particular  on  the  subject." 

My  lords,  I  have  to  observe  upon  this  very  extraordinary 
transaction,  that  you  will  see  many  things  in  this  letter  that 
are  curious,  and  worthy  of  being  taken  out  of  that  abyss  of 
secrets,  Mr.  Scott's  trunk,  in  which  this  arzee  was  found. 
It  contains,  as  far  as  the  prisoner  thinks  proper  to  reveal  it, 
the  true  secret  of  the  transaction.  He  confesses,  first,  the 
state  of  the  vizier's  coimtry,  as  communicated  to  him  in 
various  accounts  of  the  anarchy  and  con^ion  said  to  reign 
throughout  his  territories.  This  was  in  the  year  1782,  during 
the  time  that  the  Oude  correspondence  was  not  communicated 
to  the  council. 

He  next  stated,  that  neither  the  vizier,  nor  his  minister,  nor 
Mr.  Middleton,  nor  Mr.  Johnson,  ever  wrote  to  him  on  the 
state  of  affairs.  Here  then  are  three  or  four  persons  aU  nomi- 
nated by  himself,  every  one  of  them  supposed  to  be  in  his 
strictest  coi^fidence ;  the  Nabob  and  his  vassal  Hyder  Beg 
Kh4n  being,  as  we  shall  show  afterwards,  entirely  his  depend- 
ants ;  and  yet  Mr.  Hastings  declares,  that  not  one  of  them 
had  done  their  duty,  or  had  written  him  one  word  concerning 
the  state  of  the  country,  and  the  anarchy  and  confusion  that 
prevailed  in  it,  and  that  when  the  Nabob  did  write,  his  as- 
sertions were  contrary  to  the  real  state  of  things.  Now  this 
irregular  correspondence  which  lie  carried  on  at  Lucknow, 
and  which  gave  him,  as  he  pretends,  this  contradictory  inform  - 
ation,  was,  as  your  lordships  will  see,  nothing  more  nor 
less  than  a  complete  fraud. 

Your  lordships  wiU.  next  observe,  that  he  tells  the  vakeel 
his  reason  for  turning  him  out  was,  that  he  had  been  patron- 
ized by  other  gentlemen.  This  was  true;  but  they  had  a 
right  to  patronize  him,  and  they  did  not  patronize  him  from 
private' motives,  but  in  direct  obedience  to  the  order  of  the 
court  of  directors.  He  then  adds  the  assurance  which  he 
had  received  from  Mr.  Bristow,  that  he  would  be  perfectly 
obedient  to  him,  Mr.  Hastings,  in  future ;  and  he  goes  on  to 
tell  the  vakeel,  that  he  knew  the  vizier  was  once  well  pleased 
with  him  (Mr.  Bristow),  and  that  his  formal  complaints 
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against  him  were  written  at  the  instigation  of  Mr.  Middle- 
ton. 

Here  is  another  discovery,  my  lords.  When  he  recalled 
Mr.  Bristow,  he  did  it  under  the  pretence  of  its  being  de- 
sired by  the  Nabob  of  Oude;  and  that  consequently  he 
would  not  keep  at  the  Nabob's  court  a  man  that  was  disagree- 
able to  him.  Yet,  when  the  thin^  comes  to  be  opened,  it 
appears  that  Mr.  Middleton  had  made  the  Nabob,  unwillingly, 
wnte  a  &lse  letter.  This  subornation  of  falsehood  appears 
also  to  have  been  known  to  Mr.  Hastings.  Did  he,  either 
as  the  natural  guardian  and  protector  of  the  reputation  of  his 
fellow  servants,  or  as  the  official  administrator  of  the  laws  of 
his  country,  or  as  a  &ithful  servant  of  the  Company,  ever 
call  Mr.  Middleton  to  an  account  for  it  ?  No,  never.  To 
everybody,  therefore,  acquainted  with  the  characters  ^d 
circumstances  of  the  parties  concerned,  the  conclusion  will 
appear  evident,  that  he  was  himself  l^e  author  of  it ;  but 
your  lordships  will  find  there  is  no  end  of  his  insolence  and 
duplicity. 

lie  next  tells  the  vakeel,  that  the  reason  why  he  postponed 
the  mission  of  Mr.  Bristow  to  Lucknow  was  lest  the  people 
of  Lucknow  should  think  he  had  obtained  his  appointment 
in  consequence  of  orders  from  Europe,  and  contrary  to  the 
Governor's  inclination.  You  see,  my  lords,  he  would  have 
the  people  of  the  country  believe,  that  they  are  to  receive  the 
person  appointed  resident,  xjot  as  appointed  bythe  Company, 
but  in  consequence  of  his  being  under  Mr.  Hastings's  par- 
ticular patronage ;  and  to  remove  from  them  any  suspicion 
that  the  resident  would  obey  the  orders  of  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, or  any  orders  but  his  own,  he  proceeds  in  the  manner 
I  have  read  to  your  lordships. 

You  here  see  the  whole  machinery  of  the  business :  he  re- 
moves Mr.  Bristow,  contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of 
directors.  Why  ?  Because,  says  he  to  the  court  of  directors, 
the  Nabob  complained  of  him,  and  desired  it  He  here  says, 
that  he  knew  the  Nabob  did  not  desire  it,  but  that  the  letter 
oi  complaint  really  and  substantially  was  Mr.  Middleton's. 
Lastly,  as  he  recalls  Mr.  Bristow,  so  he  wishes  him  to  be 
called  back  in  the  same  fictitious  and  fraudulent  manner. 
This  system  pf  fraud  proves  that  there  is  not  one  letter  from 
that  country,  not  one  act  of  this  vizier,  not  one  ^ct  of  his 
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ministers,  not  one  act  of  his  ambassadors,  but  what  is  false 
and  fraudulent.  And  now  think,  mj  lords,  first  of  the  slavery 
of  the  Company's  servants,  subjected  in  this  manner  to  the 
arbitraiT  will  and  corrupt  frauds  of  Mr.  Hastings  I  Next 
think  of  the  situation  of  the  princes  of  the  country,  obliged 
to  complain  without  matter  of  complaint,  to  approve  without 
satisfaction,  and  to  have  all  their  correspondence  fabricated 
by  Mr.  Hastings  at  Calcutta ! 

But,  my  lords,  it  was  not  indignities  of  this  kind  alone 
that  the  native  princes  suffered  from  this  system  of  fraud 
and  duplicity.  Their  more  essential  interests  and  those  of 
the  people  were  involved  in  it ;  it  pervaded  and  poisoned  the 
whole  mass  of  their  internal  government. 

Who  was  the  instrument  employed  in  all  this  double  deal- 
ing ?  Qobind  Bam,  the  vizier's  diplomatic  minister  at  Cal- 
cutta. Suspicions  perpetually  arise  in  his  mind,  whether  he 
is  not  cheated  and  imposed  upon.  He  could  never  tell  when 
he  had  Mr.  Hastings  fixed  upon  any  point.  He  now  finds 
him  recommending  Mr.  MiddLeton,  and  then  declaring  that 
Mr.  Middleton  neglects  the  duty  of  his  office,  and  gives  him, 
Globind  Eam,  information  that  is  fraudulent  and  directly  con- 
trary to  the  truth.  He  is  let  into  various  contradictory  se- 
crets, and  becomes  acquainted  with  innumerable  frauds, 
£Edsehoods,  and  prevarications.  He  knew  that  the  whole 
pretended  government  of  Oude  was  from  beginning  to  end  a 
deception ;  that  it  was  an  imposture  for  the  purpose  of  cor- 
ruption and  peculation.  Sucn  was  the  situation  of  the  Na- 
bob's vakeel.  The  Nabob  himself  was  really  at  a  loss  to 
know  who  had  and  who  had  not  the  G-ovemor's  confidence  ; 
whether  he  was  acting  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the 
court  of  directors,  or  whether  their  orders  were  not  always 
to  be  disobeyed.  He  thus  writes  to  Gobind  Bam,  who  was 
exactly  in  the  same  uncertainty. 

"  As  to  the  commands  of  Mr.  Hastings,  which  you  write 
on  the  subject  of  the  distraction  of  the  country,  and  the  want 
of  infdrmation  from  me,  and  his  wishes  that,  as  Mr.  John 
Bristow  has  shown  sincere  wishes  and  attachment  to  Mr. 
Hastings,  I  should  write  for  him  to  send  Mr.  John  Bristow ; 
it  would  have  been  proper  and  necessary  for  you  privately 
to  have  understood  what  were  Mr.  Hastings's  real  intentions. 
Whether  the  choice  of  sending  Mr.  John  Bristow  waa  his 
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own  desire,  or  whetber  it  was  in  compliance  with  Mr.  Mac- 
pherson's;  that  I  might  then  have  written  conformably 
thereto ;  writings  are  now  sent  to  you  for  both  cases.  Hav- 
ing  privately  understood  the  wishes  of  Mr.  Hastings,  deliver 
whichever  of  the  writings  he  should  order  you,  for  I  study 
Mr.  Hastings's  satisfaction }  whoever  is  his  friend  is  mine, 
and  whoever  is  his  enemy  is  mine  ;  but  in  both  these  cases, 
my  wishes  are  the  same ;  that  having  consented  to  the  paper 
01  questions  which  Major  Davy  carried  with  him,  and  having 
given  me  the  authority  of  the  country,  whomever  he  may  at 
terwards  appoint,  I  am  satisfied ;  I  am  now  brought  to  great 
distress  by  these  gentlemen,  who  ruin  me ;  in  case  of  con- 
sent, I  am  contented  with  Majors  Davy  and  Palmer.  Here- 
after, whatever  may  be  Mr.  Hastings's  desire,  it  is  best." 

Here  is  a  poor,  miserable  instrument,  confessing  himself 
to  be  such,  ruined  by  Mr.  Hastings's  public  agents,  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton  and  Mr.  Johnson ;  ruined  by  his  private  agents.  Major 
Davy  and  Major  Palmer ;  ruined  equally  by  them  all ;  and 
at  last  declaring  in  a  tone  of  despair,  '*  If  you  have  a  mind 
really  to  keep  5lajor  Davy  and  Major  Palmer  here,  why  I 
must  consent  to  it.  Do  what  you  please  with  me ;  I  am  your 
creature ;  for  Qt)d's  sake,  let  me  have  a  little  rest." 

Your  lordships  shaU  next  hear  what  account  Hyder  Beg 
Kh&n,  the  vizier's  prime  minister,  gives  of  the  situation  in 
which  he  and  his  master  were  placed. 

Mxiract  of  a  Letter  from  Hyder  Beg  Khdn  ;  received  2\8t 
April,  1785. 

''  I  hope  that  such  orders  and  commands  as  relate  to  the 
friendship  between  his  highness  and  the  Company's  govern- 
ments and  to  your  will,  may  be  sent  through  Major  Palmer, 
in  your  own  private  letters,  or  in  your  letters  to  the  major, 
who  is  appointed  from  you  at  the  presence  of  his  highness, 
that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  ne  may  properly  explain 
your  commands,  and  whatever  affair  may  be  settled,  he  may 
first  secretly  inform  you  of  it ;  and  afterwards  his  highness 
may,  conformably  thereto,  write  an  answer,  and  I  also  may 
represent  it.  By  this  system,  your  pleasure  will  always  be 
fuUy  made  known  to  his  highness,  and  his  highness  and  we 
will  execute  whatever  may  be  your  orders,  wittiout  deviating 
a  hair's  breadth ;  aud  let  not  the  representations  of  interested 
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persons  be  approved  of,  because  his  highness  makes  no  oppo- 
sition to  your  will ;  and  I,  your  servant,  am  ready  in  obe* 
dienee  and  service,  and  I  make  no  excuses." 

Now,  my  lords,  was  there  ever  such  a  discovery  made  of 
the  arcana  of  any  public  theatre  ?  You  see  here  behind  the 
ostensible  scenery  all  the  crooked  working  of  the  machinery 
developed,  and  laid  open  to  the  world.  You  now  see  by 
what  secret  movement  the  master  of  the  mechanism  has  con- 
ducted the  great  Indian  opera,  an  opera  of  fraud,  deceptions, 
and  harlequin  tricks.  You  have  it  all  laid  open  before  you. 
The  ostensible  scene  is  drawn  aside ;  it  has  vanished  n*om 
your  sight.  All  the  strutting  signers,  and  all  the  soft  sig- 
noras,  are  gone ;  and  instead  of  a  brilliant  spectacle  of  de- 
scending chariots,  gods,  goddesses,  sun,  moon,  and  stars,  you 
have  nothing  to  gaze  on  but  sticks,  wire,  ropes,  and  ma- 
chinery. You  find  the  appearance  all  false  and  fraudulent ; 
and  you  see  the  whole  trick  at  once.  All  this,  my  lords,  we 
owe  to  Major  Scott's  trunk,  which,  by  admitting  us  behind 
the  scene,  has  enabled  us  to  discover  the  real  state  of  Mr. 
Hastings's  government  in  India.  And  can  your  lordships 
believe  that  all  this  mechanism  of  fraud,  prevarication,  and 
falsehood  could  have  been  intended  for  any  purpose  but  to 
forward  that  robbery,  corruption,  and  peculation  by  which 
Mr.  Hastings  has  destroyed  one  of  the  finest  coimtries  upon 
earth !  Is  it  necessary,  affcer  this,  for  me  to  teU  you  that 
you  are  not  to  believe  one  word  of  the  correspondence  stated 
by  him  to  have  been  received  from  India  f  This  discovery 
goes  to  the  whole  matter  of  the  whole  government  of  the 
country.  You  have  seen  what  that  government  was,  and  by 
and  by  you  shall  see  the  effects  of  it. 

Your  lordships  have  now  seen  this  trunk  of  Mr.  Scott's 
producing  the  effects  of  Aladdin's  lamp,  of  which  your  lord- 
ships may  read  in  books  much  more  worthy  of  credit  than 
Mr.  Hastings's  correspondence.  I  have  given  aU  the  credit 
of  this  precious  discovery  to  Mr.  Scott's  trunk ;  but,  my  lords, 
I  find  that  I  have  to  ask  pardon  for  a  mistake,  in  supposing 
the  letter  of  Hyder  Beg  Kh^  to  be  a  part  of  Mr.  Hastings's 
correspondence.  It  comes  from  another  quarter,  not  much 
less  singular,  and  equally  authentic  and  unimpeachable.  But 
though  it  is  not  from  the  trunk,  it  smeUs  of  the  trunk ;  it 
smells  of  the  leather.     I  was  as  proud  of  my  imaginary  dis- 
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coveiy  aa  Sancho  Paocha  was,  that  one  of  his  ancestOTs  had 
discovered  a  taste  of  iron  in  some  wine,  and  anot^^  a  taste 
of  leather  in  the  same  wine,  and  that  afterwards,  there  was 
found  in  the  cask  a  little  key  tied  to  a  thong  of  leather, 
which  had  given  to  the  wine  a  taste  of  both.  Now,  ^lether 
this  letter  tasted  of  the  leather  of  the  trunk,  or  of  the  iron  of 
Mr.  Macpherson,  I  confess  I  was  a  little  out  in  my  sugge^on 
and  my  taste.  The  letter  in  question  was  written  by  Hyder 
Beg  Khdn,  afber  Mr.  Hasting8*s  departure,  to  Mr.  Macpher- 
son, when  he  succeeded  to  the  government.  That  gentleman 
thus  got  possession  of  a  key  to  the  trunk,  and  it  appears  to 
have  been  his  intentions  to  foUow  the  steps  of  his  predeces- 
sor, to  act  exactly  in  the  same  manner,  and  in  the  same  man^ 
ner  to  make  the  Nabob  the  instrument  of  his  own  ruin. 

This  letter  was  written  by  the  Nabob's  minister  to  Sir 
John  Macpherson,  newly  inaugurated  into  his  government, 
and  who  might  be  supposed  not  to  be  acquainted  with  all  the 
best  of  Mr.  Hastings's  secrets,  nor  to  have  had  aU  the  trunk 
correspondence  put  into  his  hands.  However,  here  is  &  trunk 
extraordinary,  and  its  contents  are  much  in  the  manner  of  the 
other.  The  Nabob's  minister  acquaints  him  with  the  whole 
secret  of  the  system.  It  is  plain  that  the  Nabob  considered 
it  as  a  system  not  to  be  altered ;  that  there  was  to  be  nothing 
true,  nothing  above-board,  nothing  open  in  the  government  <rf 
his  affairs.  When  you  thus  see  tbit  there  can  be  little  doubt 
of  the  true  nature  of  the  government,  I  am  sure  that  here- 
after, when  we  come  to  consider  the  effects  of  that  govern- 
ment, it  wiU  dear  up,  and  bring  home  to  the  prisoner  at  your 
bar  all  we  shall  have  to  say  upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  Hastings  having  thrown  off  completely  the  authority 
of  the  Comj)any,  as  you  have  seen ; — ^having  trample^Hipon 
those  of  their  servants  who  had  manifested  any  syfl^tom  of 
independence,  or  who  considered  the  orders  of  the  directors 
as  a  rule  of  their  conduct ; — having  brought  every  English- 
man under  his  yoke,  and  made  them  supple  and  fit  instru- 
ments for  all  his  designs,  then  gave  it  to  Be  understood  that 
such  alone  were  fit  ]^ersons  to  be  employed  in  important  af- 
fairs of  state.  Consider,  my  lords,  the  effect  of  this  upon  the 
whole  service.  Not  one  man  that  appears  to  pay  any  regard 
to  the  authority  of  the  directors  is  to  expect  that  any  regard 
will  be  paid  to  himself.     So  that  this  man  not  only  rebels 
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liBnself  in  bis  own  person  against  the  authority  of  the  Com- 
puiy,  but  he  makes  all  their  servants  join  him  in  this  very 
rebellion.  Think,  my  lords,  of  this  state  of  things ;  and  I 
wish  it  never  to  pass  from  your  minds  that  I  have  called  him 
the  captain-general  of  the  whole  host  of  actors  in  Indian 
iniquity,  under  whom  that  host  was  arrayed,  disciplined,  and 
paid.  This  language  which  I  used  was  not,  as  fools  have 
thought  proper  to  call  it,  offensive  and  abusive ;  it  is  in  a 
proper  cnminatory  tone,  justified  by  the  &cts  that  I  have 
stated  to  you ;  and  in  every  step  we  take  it  is  justified  more 
and  more.  I  take  it  as  a  text  upon  which  I  mean  to  preach ; 
I  take  it  as  a  text,  which  I  wish  to  have  in  vour  lordships' 
memory  firom  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  this  proceeding. 
He  is  not  only  ^;uil^  of  iniquity  himself,  but  is  at  the  head 
of  a  system  of  miquity  and  rebellion ;  and  will  not  suffer, 
with  impunity^  any  one  honest  man  to  exist  in  India  if  he 
can  help  it.  Eveiy  mark  of  obedience  to  the  legal  authority 
of  the  Company  is  by  him  condemned ;  and  if  there  is  any 
virtue  remaming  in  India,  as  I  thii^  there  is,  it  is  not  his 
£iiult  that  it  still  exists  there. 

"We  have  shown  you  the  servile  obedience  of  the  natives 
of  the  country ;  we  have  shown  you  the  miserable  situation 
to  which  a  great  prince,  at  least  a  person  who  was  the  other 
day  a  great  prince,  was  reduced  by  Mr.  Hastings's  system. 
We  shall  next  show  you  that  this  prince,  who,  unfortunately 
for  himself  became  a  dependant  on  the  Company,  and  there- 
by subjected  to  the  will  of  an  arbitrary  goverament,  is  made 
by  him  the  instrument  of  his  own  degradation,  the  instru- 
ment of  his  (the  G^ovemor's)  falsehood^ ;  the  instrument  of 
his  peculations — and  that  he  had  been  subjected  to  all  this 
degradation  for  the  purposes  of  the  most  odious  tyranny, 
violence,  and  corruption. 

Mr.  Hastings,  having  assumed  the  government  to  himself, 
soon  made  Oude  a  private  domain.  It  had,  to  be  sure,  a 
pubHc  name,  but  it  was  to  all  practical  intents  and  purposes 
nis  park  or  his  warren ;  a  place,  as  it  were,  for  game,  whence 
he  drew  out  or  killed  at  an  earlier  or  later  season,  as  he 
thought  fit,  anything  he  liked,  and  brought  it  to  his  table 
according  as  it  served  his  purpose.  Before  I  proceed,  it  will 
not  be  improper  for  me  to  remind  your  lordships  of  the  legi- 
timate ends  te  which  all  controlling  and  superintending  power 
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ought  to  be  directed.  Whether  a  man  acquires  this  power 
br  law  or  by  usurpation,  there  are  certain  duties  attached  to 
his  station.     Let  us  now  see  what  these  duties  are. 

The  first  is  to  take  care  of  that  vital  principle  of  every 
state,  its  revenue.  The  next  is  to  preserve  the  magistracy 
and  legal  authorities,  in  honour,  respect,  and  force.  And  the 
third  to  preserve  the  property,  moveable  and  immoveable,  of 
all  the  people  committed  to  his  charge. 

In  regard  to  his  first  duty,  the  protection  of  the  revenue ; 
your  lordships  will  find  that  from  three  millions  and  upwards, 
which  I  stated  to  be  the  revenue  of  Oude,  and  which  Mr. 
Hastings,  I  believe,  or  anybody  for  him,  has  never  thought 
proper  to  deny — ^it  sunk  under  his  management  to  about 
£1,4140,000 :  and  even  this,  Mr.  Middleton  says  (as  you  may 
see  in  your  minutes),  was  not  completely  realized.  Thus, 
my  lords,  you  see  that  one  half  of  the  whole  revenue  of  the 
country  was  lost  after  it  came  into  Mr.  Hastings's  manage- 
ment. "Well,  but  it  may  perhaps  be  said  this  was  owing  to 
the  Nabob's  own  imprudence.  No  such  thing,  my  lords ;  it 
could  not  be  so ;  for  the  whole  real  administration  and  go- 
vernment of  the  country  was  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hastings's 
agents,  public  or  private. 

To  let  you  see  how  provident  Mr.  Hastings's  management 
of  it  was,  I  shall  produce  to  your  lordships  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal manoeuvres  that  he  adopted  for  the  improvement  of  the 
revenue  and  for  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  country, 
the  latter  of  which  will  always  go  along,  more  or  less,  with 
the  first. 

The  Nabob,  whose  acts  your  lordships  have  now  learned  to 
appreciate  as  no  other  than  the  acts  of  Mr.  Hastings,  writes 
to  the  council  to  have  a  body  of  British  officers  for  the  pur- 
poses of  improving  the  discipline  of  his  troops,  collecting  his 
revenues,  and  repressing  disorder  and  outrage  among  his  sub- 
jects. This  proposal  was  ostensibly  fair  and  proper ;  and  if 
I  had  been  in  the  council  at  that  time,  and  the  Nabob  had 
really  and  bona  fide  made  such  a  request,  I  should  have  said 
he  had  taken  a  very  reasonable  and  judicious  step,  and  that 
the  Company  ought  to  aid  him  in  his  design. 

Among  the  officers  sent  to  Oude,  in  consequence  of  this 
requisition,  was  the  well-known  Colonel  Hannay,  a  man 
whose  name  will  be  bitterly  and  long  remembered  in  India. 
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This  person,  we  tmderstand,  had  been  recommended  to  Mr. 
Hastings  by  Sir  Mija^Tn>]}pyj  and  his  appointment  was  the 
natural  consequence  of  such  patronage.  I  say  the  natural 
consequence,  because  Sir  Elijah  Impey  appears  on  your 
minutes  to  have  been  Mr.  Hastings's  private  agent  and  nego- 
tiator in  Oude.  In  that  light,  and  in  that  light  only,  I  con- 
sider Colonel  Hannay  in  this  busioess.  We  cannot  prove 
that  he  was  not  of  Mr.  Hastings's  own  nomination  originally 
and  primarily  ;  but  whether  we  take  him  in  this  way,  or  as 
recommended  by  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  or  anybody  else,  Mr. 
Hastings  is  equally  responsible. 

Colonel  Hannay  is  sent  up  by  Mr.  Hastings,  and  has  the 
command  of  a  brigade,  of  two  regiments  I  think,  given  to 
him.  Thus  far  all  is  apparently  fair  and  easily  understood ; 
but  in  this  countiy  we  find  everything  in  masquerade  and 
disguise.  We  find  this  man,  instead  of  being  an  officer, 
farmed  the  revenue  of  the  country,  as  is  proved  by  Colonel 
Lumsden  and  other  gentlemen,  who  were  his  sub-farmers  and 
his  assistants.  Here,  my  lords,  we  have  a  man  who  appeared 
to  have  been  sent  up  the  country  as  a  commander  of  troops, 
agreeably  to  the  Nabob's  request ;  and  who,  upon  our  inquiry, 
we  discover  to  have  been  farmer-general  of  the  country ! 
We  discover  this  .with  surprise ;  and  I  believe  till  our  in- 
quiries began  it  was  unknown  in  Europe.  We  have,  however, 
proved  upon  your  lordships'  minutes,  by  an  evidence  pro- 
duced by  Mr.  Hastings  himself,  that  Colonel  Hannay  was 
actually  farmer-general  of  the  countries  of  Barratch  and  Ghir- 
ruckpore.  We  have  proved  upon  your  minutes  that  Colonel 
Hannay  was  the  only  person  possessed  of  power  in  the  coun- 
try ;  that  there  was  no  magistrate  in  it,  nor  any  administra- 
tion of  .the  law  whatever.  We  have  proved  to  your  lordships 
that  in  his  character  of  farmer-general  he  availed  himself  of 
the  influence  derived  from  commanding  a  battalion  of  soldiers ; 
in  short,  we  have  proved  that  the  whole  power,  civil,  mili- 
tary, municipal,  and  financial,  resided  in  him  ;  and  we  farther 
refer  your  lordships  to  Mr.  Lumsden  and  Mr.  Halhed  for  the 
authority  which  he  possessed  in  that  countiy.  Your  lord- 
ships, I  am  sure,  will  supply  with  your  diligence  what  is 
defective  in  my  statement ;  I  have  therefore  taken  the  liber- 
ty of  indicating  to  you  where  you  are  to  find  the  evidence  to 
which  I  refer.    You  wiU  there,  my  lords,  find  this  Colonel 
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Hannay  in  a  fiOse  cliaracter — ^he  is  ostensibly  given  to  the 
Nabob  as  a  commander  of  his  troops  ;  while  in  reality  he  is 
forced  upon  that  prince  as  his  &rmer-general.  He  is  inyested 
with  the  whole  command  of  the  country,  while  the  sovereign 
is  unable  to  control  him,  or  to  prevent  his  extorting  &om  tho 
people  whatever  he  pleases. 

II  we  are  asked  what  the  terms  of  his  farm  were ; — we 
cannot  discover  that  he  &rmed  the  country  at  any  certain 
sum.*  We  cannot  discover  that  he  was  subjectea  to  any 
terms,  or  confined  by  any  limitations.  Armed  with  arbitrary 
power,  and  exercising  that  power  under  a  false  title,  his  ex- 
actions &om  the  poor  natives  were  only  limited  by  his  own 
pleasure.  Under  these  circumstances,  we  are  now  to  ask 
what  there  was  to  prevent  him  from  robbing  and  ruining  the 
people ;  and  what  security  against  his  robbing  the  exchequer 
of  the  person  whose  revenue  he  farmed  ? 

You  are  told  by  the  witnesses  in  the  clearest  manner,  and, 
after  what  vou  have  heard  of  the  state  of  Oude,  you  cannot 
doubt  the  wet,  that  nobody,  not  even  the  Nabob,  dared  to 
complain  against  him;  that  he  was  considered  as  a  man 
authorized  and  supported  by  the  power  of  the  British  govern- 
ment ;  and  it  is  proved  in  the  evidence  before  you  that  he 
vexed  and  harassed  the  country  to  the  utpiost  extent  which 
we  have  stated  in  our  article  of  charge,  and  which  you  would 
naturally  expect  from  a  man  acting  under  such  ftdse  names 
with  such  real  powers.  We  have  proved  that  from  some  of 
the  principal  zemindars  in  that  country,  who  held  farms  let  to 
them  for  27,000  rupees  a  year,  a  rent  of  60,000  was  demanded^ 
and  in  some  cases  enforced ;  and  that  upon  the  refusal  of  one 
of  them  to  comply  with  this  demand,  he  was  driven  out  of 
the  country. 

Your  lordships  will  find  in  the  evidence  before  you,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  country  were  not  only  harassed  in 
their  fortunes,  but  cruelly  treated  in  their  persons.  You  have 
it  upon  Mr.  Halhed's  evidence,  and  it  is  not  attempted,  that 
I  know  of^  to  be  contradicted,  that  the  people  were  confined 
in  open  cages  exposed  to  the  scorching  neat  of  the  sun,  for 
pretended  or  real  arrears  of  rent ;  it  is  indifferent  which,  be- 
cause I  consider  all  confinement  of  the. person  to  support  an 
arbitrary  exaction,  to  be  an  abomination  not  to  be  tolerated. 
They  have  endeavoured,  indeed,  to  weaken  this  evidence  by 
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an  attempt  to  prove  that  a  man,  day  and  night  in  confine- 
ment in  an  open  ca^e,  suffers  no  inconvenience.  And  here  I 
must  beg  your  lordwiips  to  observe  the  extreme  unwillingness 
that  appears  in  these  witnesses.  Their  testimony  is  £awn 
from  tnem  drop  by  drop,  their  answers  to  our  questions  are 
never  more  than  yes  or  no ;  but  when  they  are  examined  by 
the  counsel  on  the  other  side,  it  flows  as  freely  as  if  drawn 
from  a  perennial  spring ;  and  such  a  spring  we  nave  in  Indian 
corruption.  "We  nave,  however,  proved,  that  in  these  cages 
the  renters  were  confined,  till  they  coidd  be  lodged  in  the 
dungeons  or  mud  forts.  We  have  proved  that  some  of  them 
were  obliged  to  sell  their  children ;  that  others  fled  the  coun- 
try ;  and  that  these  practices  were  carried  to  such  an  awM 
extent,  that  Colonel  Haimay  was  under  the  necessity  of  issu- 
ing orders  against  the  unnatural  sale  and  flight  which  his 
rapacity  had  occasioned.  The  prisoner's  counsel  have  at- 
tempted to  prove  that  this  had  been  a  common  practice  in 
that  country — and  though  possibly  some  person  as  wicked  as 
Colonel  Hannay  might  have  been  there  before  at  some  time 
or  other,  no  man  ever  sold  his  children  but  under  the  pres- 
sure of  some  cruel  exaction.  Nature  calls  out  against  it. 
Hie  love  that  Gtod  has  implanted  in  the  heart  of  parents 
towards  their  children  is  the  first  germ  of  that  second  con- 
junction which  he  has  ordered  to  subsist  between  them  and 
1^6  rest  of  mankind.  It  is  the  first  formation  and  first  bond 
of  society.  It  is  stronger  than  all  laws ;  for  it  is  the  law  of 
nature,  which  is  the  law  of  &od.  Never  did  a  man  sell  his 
children,  who  was  able  to  maintain  them.  It  is  thereibre 
not  only  a  proof  of  his  exactions,  but  a  decisive  proof  that 
liiese  exactions  were  intolerable. 

Next  to  the  love  of  parents  for  their  children,  the  strongest 
instinct  both  natural  and  moral  that  exists  in  man  is  the  love 
of  his  country :  — an  instinct,  indeed,  which  extends  even  to 
the  brute  creation.  All  creatures  love  their  offsprinig ;  next 
to  that  they  love  their  homes ;  they  have  a  fondness  for  the 
place  where  they  have  been  bred,  for  the  habitations  they 
have  dwelt  in,  for  the  stalls  in  which  they  have  been  fed, 
the  pastures  they  have  browsed  in,  and  the  wilds  in  which 
they  have  roamed.  We  aU  know  that  the  natal  soil  has  a 
sweetness  in  it  beyond  the  harmony  of  verse.  This  instinct, 
I  say,  that  binds  ful  creatures  to  their  country,  never  becomes 
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inert  in  us,  nor  ever  puffers  us  to  want  a  memory  of  it. 
Those,  therefore,  who  seek  to  fly  their  countiT,  can  only  wish 
to  fly  fipom  oppression,  and  what  other  prool  can  you  want 
of  this  oppression,  when,  as  a  witness  has  told  you,  Colonel 
Hannay  was  obliged  to  put  bars  and  guards  to  confine  the 
inhabitants  within  the  country  ?  We  have  seen,  therefore, 
nature  violated  in  its  strongest  principles.  We  have  seen 
unlimited  and  arbitrary  exaction  avowed  on  no  pretence  of 
any  law,  rule,  or  any  fixed  mode  by  which  these  people  were 
to  be  dealt  ^th.  All  these  facts  have  been  proved  before 
your  lordships  by  costive  and  unwilling  witnesses.  In  con- 
sequence'of  these  violent  and  cruel  oppressions,  a  general  re- 
bellion breaks  out  in  the  country,  as  was  naturally  to  be 
expected.  The  inhabitants  rise  as  if  by  common  consent ; 
every  farmer,  every  proprietor  of  land,  eveiy  man  who  loved 
his  nunily  and  his  country,  and  had  not  fled  for  refuge,  rose 
in  rebeluon,  as  they  call  it.  My  lords,  they  did  rebel ;  it 
was  a  just  rebellion.  Insurrection  was  there  just  and  legal, 
inasmuch  as  Colonel  Hannay,  in  defiance  of  the  laws  and  rights 
of  the  people,  exercised  a  clandestine,  illegal  authority,  against 
which  there  can  be  no  rebellion  in  its  proper  sense. 

As  a  rebellion,  however,  and  as  a  rebeUion  of  the  most  un- 
provoked kind,  it  was  treated  by  Colonel  Hannay ;  and  to 
one  instance  of  the  means  taken  for  suppressing  it,  as  proved 
by  evidence  before  your  lordships,  I  wul  just  beg  leave  to 
caU  your  attention.  One  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  inhabit- 
ants had  been  shut  up  in  one  of  the  mud  forts  I  have  men- 
tioned ;  the  people  of  the  country  in  their  rage  attacked  the 
fort  and  demanded  the  prisoners;  they  called  for  their 
brothers,  their  fathers,  their  husbands,  who  were  confined 
there.  It  was  attacked  by  the  joint  assault  of  men  and 
women.  The  man  who  commanded  in  the  fort  immediately 
cut  off  the  heads  of  eighteen  of  the  principal  prisoners,  and 
tossed  them  over  the  battlements  to  the  assailants.  There 
happened  to  be  a  prisoner  in  the  fort,  a  man  loved  and  re- 
spected in  his  country,  and  who,  whether  justly  or  unjustly, 
was  honoured  and  much  esteemed  by  aU  the  people.  "  Give 
us  our  Bajah,  Mustapha  Kh&n  "  (that  was  tne  name  of  the 
man  confined),  cried  out  the  assailants.  We  asked  the  wit- 
ness at  your  bar,  what  he  was  confined  for ;  he  did  not  know, 
but  he  said  that  Colonel  Hannay  had  confined  him,  and 
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added  that  he  was  sentenced  to  death.  We  desired  to  see 
the  futwa  or  decree  of  the  judge  who  sentenced  him ;  no ; 
no  such  thin^,  nor  any  evidence  of  its  having  ever  existed,  could 
he  produced.  We  desired  to  know  whether  he  could  give 
any  account  of  the  process,  any  account  of  the  magistrate, 
any  account  of  the  accuser,  any  account  of  the  defence ;  in 
short,  whether  he  could  give  any  account  whatever  pf  this 
man's  being  condemned  to  death.  He  could  give  no  account 
of  it  but  the  orders  of  Colonel  Hannay,  who  seems  to  have 
imprisoned  and  condemned  him  by  his  own  arbitrary  will. 
Upon  the  demand  of  Eajah  Mustapha  by  the  insurgents 
being  made  known  to  Colonel  Hannay,  he  sends  an  order  to 
the  commander  of  the  fort,  a  man  already  stained  with  the 
blood  of  all  the  people  who  were  murdered  there,  that  if  he 
had  not  executed  Mustapha  Khan,  he  should  execute  him 
immediately.  The  man  is  staggered  at  the  order,  and  refuses 
to  execute  it,  as  not  being  directly  addressed  to  him. 

Colonel  Hannay  then  sends  a  Captain  Williams,  who  has 
appeared  here  as  an  evidence  at  your  bar,  and  who,  together 
with  Captain  Gordon  and  Major  Macdonald,  both  witnesses 
also  here,  were  all  sub-farmers  and  actors  under  Colonel  Han- 
nay. This  Captain  Williams,  I  say,  goes  there,  and  without 
asking  one  of  those  questions  which  I  put  to  the  witness  at 
your  bar,  and  desiring  nothing  but  Colonel  Hannay 's  word, 
orders  the  man  to  be  beheaded ;  and  accordingly  he  was  be- 
headed, agreeably  to  the  orders  of  Colonel  Hannay.  Upon 
this  the  rebellion  blazed  out  with  tenfold  fury,  and  the  peo- 
ple declared  they  would  be  revenged  for  the  destruction  of 
their  zemindar. 

Tour  lordships  have  now  seen  this  Mustapha  Khka  impri- 
soned and  sentenced  to  death  by  Colonel  Hannay,  without 
judge  and  without  accuser,  without  any  evidence,  without 
the  futwa  or  any  sentence  of  the  law.  This  man  is  thus  put 
to  death  by  an  arbitrary  villain,  by  a  more  than  cruel  tyrant. 
Colonel  Hannay,  the  substitute  of  a  ten  thousand  times  more 
cruel  tyrant,  Mr.  Hastin&;s. 

In  tnis  situation  was  the  country  of  Oude,  under  Colonel 
Hiuinay,  when  he  was  removed  from  it.  The  knowledge  of 
his  misconduct  had  before  induced  the  miserable  Nabob  to 
make  an  effort  to  get  rid  of  him ;  but  Mr.  Hastings  had  re- 


d  by  Google 


144  6PSS0H  IN  THE   IHPSACHMEKT  OF 

pressed  that  effort  by  a  dvil  reprimand,  telling  Irim  indeed 
at  tbe  same  time, ''  I  do  not  force  you  to  receive  him."  (In- 
deed the  Nabob's  situation  had  in  it  force  enough.)  Tbe 
Nabob,  I  say,  was  forced  to  receive  him ;  and  again  he  ravages 
and  destroys  that  devoted  country,  till  the  time  of  which  I 
have  been  just  speaking ;  when  he  was  driven  out  of  it  finally 
by  the  reliellion,  and,  as  you  may  imagine,  departed  like  a 
leech  full  of  blood. 

It  is  stated  in  evidence  upon  your  minutes,  that  this 
bloated  leech  went  back  to  Calcutta,  that  he  was  supposed 
irom  a  state  of  debt  (in  which  he  was  known  to  have  been 
when  he  left  that  city)  to  have  returned  from  Oude  with 
the  handsome  sum  of  £300,000,  of  which  £80,000  was  in 
gold  mohurs. .  This  is  declared  to  be  the  universal  opinion 
in  India,  and  no  man  has  ever  contradicted  it.  Ten  persons 
have  given  evidence  to  thqt  effect,  not  one  has  contradicted 
it  from  that  hour  to  this,  that  I  ever  heard  of.  The  man  is 
now  no  more.  Whether  his  family  have  the  whole  of  the 
plunder  or  not ;  what  partnership  there  was  in  this  business ; 
what  shares,  what  dividends  were  made,  and  who  got  them ; 
— about  all  this  public  opinion  varied,  and  we  can  with  cer- 
tainty affirm  nothmg ; — ^but  there  ended  the  life  and  exploits 
of  Colonel  Hannay,  farmer-general,  civil  officer,  and  military 
commander  of  Burratch  and  G-urruckpore.  But  not  so  end- 
ed Mr.  Hastings's  proceedings. 

Soon  after  the  return  of  Colonel  Hannay  to  Calcutta,  this 
miserable  Nabob  received  intelligence,  which  concurrent  pub- 
lic fame  supported,  that  Mr.  Hastings  meant  to  send  him  up 
into  the  country  again  on  a  second  expedition;  probabfy 
with  some  such  order  as  this — Tou  have  sucked  blood  enough 
for  yourself,  now  try  what  you  can  do  for  your  neighbours. 
The  Nabob  was  not  likely  to  be  misinformed.  His  friend  and 
agent  Gobind  Ham  was  at  Calcutta,  and  had  constant  access 
to  all  Mr.  Hastings's  people.  Mr.  Hastings  himself  tells  you 
what  instructions  these  vakeels  always  have  to  search  into 
and  discover  all  his  transactions.  This  Gobind  Bam,  alarmed 
with  strong  apprehensions,  and  struck  with  horror  at  the  very 
idea  of  such  an  event,  apprized  his  master  of  his  belief  that 
Mr.  Hastings  meant  to  send  Colonel  Hannay  again  into  the 
country.     Judge  now,  my  lords,  what  Colonel  Hannay  must 
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ksre  been,  ^m  the  declaration  which  I  will  now  read  to 
TOO,  extorted  from  that  miserable  slave  the  Nabob,  who  thus 
addresses  Mr.  Hastings : 

**  My  country  and  house  belong  to  you ;  there  is  no  dif- 
ference. I  hope  that  you  desire  in  your  heart  the  good  of 
my  concerns.  Colonel  Hannay  is  inclined  to  request  your 
permission  to  be  employed  in  the  affairs  of  this-  quarter.  If 
by  any  means  any  matter  of  this  country  dependent  on  me 
should  be  entrusted  to  the  Colonel,  I  swear  by  the  holy 
Prophet  that  I  will  not  remain  here,  but  will  go  from  hence 
to  you.  From  your  kindness  let  no  concern  dependent  on 
roe  be  entrusted  to  the  Colonel ;  and  oblige  me  by  a  speedy 
answer,  which  may  set  my  mind  at  ease.'*  We  know  very 
well  that  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  denied  his  having  any  in- 
tention to  send  him  up.  We  cannot  prove  them,  but  we 
maintain  that  there  were  grounds  for  the  strongest  suspicions 
that  he  entertained  such  intentions ;  he  cannot  deny  the 
reality  of  this  terror  which  existed  in  the  minds  of  the  Nabob 
and  his  people,  under  the  apprehension'  that  he  was  to  be 
sent  up,  which  plainly  showed  that  they,  at  least,  considered 
there  was  ground  enough  for  charging^  him  vrith  that  inten- 
tion. What  reason  was  there  to  think  that  he  should  not  be 
swit  a  third  time,  who  had  been  sent  twice  before  ?  Certainly 
none,  because  every  circumstance  of  Mr.  Hastings's  proceed- 
ings was  systematical,  and  perfectly  well  known  at  Oude. 

But  suppose  it  to  have  been  a  false  report ; — ^it  shows  all 
that  the  managers  wish  to  show,  the  extreme  terror  which 
these  creatures  and  tools  of  Mr.  Hastings  struck  into  the 
people  of  that  country.  His  denial  of  any  intention  of  again 
sending  Colonel  H!annay  does  not  disprove  either  the  justness 
of  their  suspicions,  or  the  existence  of  the  terror  which  his 
very  name  excited. 

My  lords,  I  shall  now  call  your  attention  to  a  part  of  the 
evidence  which  we  have  produced,  to  prove  the  terrible  effects 
of  Colonel  Hannay's  operations.  Captain  Edwards,  an  un- 
tainted man,  who  tells  you  that  he  had  passed  through  that 
coimtry,  again  and  again  describes  it  as  bearing  all  the  marks 
of  savage  desolation.  Mr.  Holt  says,  it  has  fallen  from  its 
former  state  ;  that  whole  towns  Ana  villages  were  no  longer 
peopled,  and  that  the  country  carried  evident  marks  of  fam- 
ine. One  would  have  thought  that  Colonel  Hannay's  cruelty 
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and  depredAtionfl  would  lia^e  satiated  Mr.  Hastmgs.  No. 
He  finds  another  military  collector,  a  Major  Osborne,  wbo, 
haying  suffered  in  his  preferment  by  the  sentence  of  a  court- 
martial,  whether  justly  or  unjustly  I  neither  know  nor  care, 
was  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  thousand  men,  in  the 
provinces  of  Oude ;  but  really,  to  the  administration  of  the 
revenues  of  the  country.  He  administered  them  mudi  in 
the  siune  manner  as  Colonel  Haainay  had  done.  He,  how- 
ever, transmitted  to  the  government  at  Calcutta  a  partial 
representation  of  the  state  of  the  provinces,  the  substance  of 
wnich  was,  that  the  natives  w^^e  exposed  to  every  kind  of 
peculation,  and  that  the  country  was  in  a  horrible  state  of 
confusion  and  disord^.  This  is  upon  the  Company's  records ; 
and,  although  not  produced  in  evidence,  your  lordships  may 
find  it,  for  it  has  been  printed  over  and  over  again.  This 
man  went  up  to  the  Vizier ;  in  *c<m8equence  of  whose  com- 
plaint, and  the  renewed  cries  of  the  people,  Mr.  Hastings  was 
soon  obliged  to  recall  him. 

But,  my  lords,  let  us  go  from  Major  Osborne  to  the  rest  of 
these  mihtary  purveyors  of  revenue.  Your  lordships  shall 
hear  the  Vizier's  own  account  of  what  he  suffered  from  British 
officers,  and  into  what  a  state  Mr.  Hastings  brought  tiiat 
country,  by  the  agency  of  officers  who,  un<kr  tiie  pret^tice 
of  defending  it,  were  invested  with  powers  which  enabled 
them  to  commit  most  horrible  abuses  in  the  administration 
of  the  revenue,  the  collection  of  customs,  and  the  monopoly, 
of  the  markets. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Nabob  Ttsder  to  the  Govemor- 
QeneraL 

"  All  the  officers  stationed  with  the  brigade  at  Cawnpore, 
Futtyghur,  Darunghur,  and  Furrackabad,  and  othar  places, 
write  purwannas,  and  give  positive  orders  to  the  auMls  of 
these  places,  respecting  the  grain,  &c. ;  from  which  conduct 
the  country  will  become  depopulated.  I  am  hopeful  from  your 
friendship  that  you  will  write  to  all  these  gentlemen  not  to 
issue  orders,  <&c.,  to  the  aumils,  and  not  to  send  troops  into 
the  mahais  of  the  sircar ;  and  fot  whiEntever  quantity  of  grain, 
&c.,  they  may  want,  they  will  inform  me  and  the  resident, 
and  we  will  write  it  to  the  aumils,  who  shall  cause  it  to  be 
sent  them  every  month,  and  I  will  deduct  the  price  of  them 
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from  the  tunealis ;  this  will  be  agreeable  both  to  me  and  to 
the  ryots.'* 

A  copy  of  a  subsequent  Letter  Jrom  the  Vizier  to  JRqjah 
Gohind  Bam. 

"  I  some  time  ago  wrote  jou  the  particulara  ci  the  conduct 
•f  the  officers,  and  now  write  them  again.  The  officers  and 
geatil^oi^i  who  are  at  Cawnpore,  and  Euttyghur,  and  Da- 
rang^ur,  and  other  places,  by  different  means  act  very  tyran- 
nically and  oppressively  towards  the  aumils  and  ryots  and 
iidiAbitants ;  md  to  whomsoeyer  that  requires  a  dustuck 
thej  give  it,  with  their  own  seal  affixed,  and  send  for  the 
aamik  and  punish  them.  K  they  say  anything,  the  gen- 
tieme&  make  use  of  but  two  words ;  one-^that  is  for  the 
higade,  and  the  second — that  is  to  (administer  justice.  The 
particulars  of  it  is  this,  that  the  bipparies  will  bring  their 
grain  firom  all  quarters,  and  sell  for  their  livelihood.  There 
is  at  present  no  war  to  occasion  a  necessii^  for  sending  for  it. 
If  none  comes,  whatever  quantitjr  will  be  necessary  every 
mcmthy  I  will  mention  to  the  aumils  that  they  may  bring  it 
for  sale;  but  there  is  no  deficiency  of  grain.  The  gentle- 
men have  established  gunges  for  their  own  advantage,  called 
Cidonel  Gunge  at  Darunshur,  Euttyshur,  &c.  The  collec- 
tion of  the  customs  from  tOl  quarters  they  have  stopped,  and 
ooUected  them  at  their  own  gunges ;  each  gunge  is  rented 
.out  at  30,000  to  40,000  rupees,  aiid  their  collections  paid  to 
the  gentlemen.  They  have  established  gunges  where  there 
never  were  any ;  and  where  they  were,  those  they  have  abol- 
ished ;  30,000  or  40,000  rupees  is  the  sum  they  are  rented 
at ;  the  collections,  to  the  amount  of  a  lack  of  rupees,  are 
stopped.  Major  Briscoe,  who  is  at  Darunghur,  has  established 
a  gunge,  which  rented  out  for  45,0^  rupees,  and  has 
stopped  the  ghauts  round  about  the  bipparies ;  and  merchants 
coming  from  Cashmere,  from  Shaw  J^ianabeid,  and  bringing 
shawls  and  other  goods  and  spices,  &c.,  from  all  quarters,  he 
<Hrders  to  his  gunge,  and  collects  the  duty  from  the  aumils, 
gives  them  a  chit  and  a  guard,  who  conducts  them  about 
five  hundred  coss :  the  former  duties  are  not  collected.  From 
the  conduct  at  Oawnpore,  Euttyehur,  Eurrackabad,  &^^  1^ 
duties  from  fhe  lilla  of  GU>ra  and  Thlawa  are  destroyed  and 
Qocasion  a  loss  of  three  lacks  of  rupees  to  the  duties ;  and 
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the  losses  that  are  sustained  in  Eurraokabad  may  be  aso^- 
tained  by  the  Nabob  Mozuffir  Jung,  to  whom  every  day  com* 
plaints  are  made ;  exclusive  of  the  aumils  and  collectors, 
others  lodge  complaints.  Whatever  I  do,  I  desire  no  benefit 
from  it ;  I  am  remediless  and  silent ;  from  what  happens  to 
me,  I  know  that  worse  will  happen  in  other  places  ;  ihe  se- 
cond word,  I  know,  is  from  theur  mouths  only.  This  is  the 
case.  In  this  country  formerly,  and  even  now,  whatever  is 
to  be  received  or  paid  among  the  zemindars,  ryots,  and  in- 
habitants of  the  cities,  and  poor  people,  neither  those  who 
can  pay  nor  those  who  cannot  pay  ever  make  any  excuse  to 
the  shroffs ;  but  when  they  could  pay,  they  did.  In  old 
debts  of  fifty  years,  whoever  complain  to  the  gentlemen,  they 
agree  that  they  shall  pay  one-fourth,  and  send  dustucks  and 
sepoys  to  all  the  aumils,  the  chowdries,  and  canoongoes,  and 
innabitants  of  all  the  towns ;  they  send  for  everybcSy,  to  do 
them  justice,  confine  them,  and  say  they  will  settle  the  busi- 
ness. So  many  and  numerous  are  these  calamities,  that  I 
know  not  how  much  room  it  will  take  up  to  mention  them. 
Mr.  Briscoe  is  at  Darunghur ;  and  the  complaints  of  the  au- 
mils arrive  daily.  I  am  sUent.  Now  Mr.  Middleton  is  coming 
here,  let  the  Nabob  appoint  him  for  settling  all  these  afiairs, 
that  whatever  he  shall  order  those  gentlemen  they  will  do. 
From  this  everything  will  be  settled,  and  the  particulars  of 
this  quarter  will  be  made  known  to  the  Nabob.  I  have  writ* 
ton  tnis,  which  you  will  deliver  to  the  Governor,  that  every- 
thing may  be  settled ;  and  when  he  has  understood  it,  what* 
ever  is  his  inclination,  he  will  favour  me  with  it.  The  Nabob 
is  master  in  this  country,  and  is  my  friend ;  there  is  no  dis- 
tinction." 

Co^  of  (mother  Letter^  entered  upon  the  consultation  of  the 
4ith  of  June,  1781. 

"  I.  have  received  your  letter,  requesting  leave  for  a  bat- 
talion to  be  raised  by  Captain  Clark  on  the  same  footing  as 
Miyor  Osborne's  was,  agreeable  to  the  requests  and  com* 
plaints  of  Ishmael  Beg,  the  aumil  of  Elahabad,  Ac.,  and  in 
compliance  with  the  directions  of  the  council.  You  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  particulars  and  negotiation  of  Ishmael 
Beg,  and  the  nature  of  Mr.  Osborne's  battalion.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  1186  (1779)  the  affairs  of  lUahabad  wwe 
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giTen  on  a  lease  of  three  years  to  Isbmael  Beg,  together  with 
tbe  pergunnahs  Arreel  and  Parra;  and  I  gave  orders  for 
troops  to  be  stationed  and  raised,  conformable  to  his  request. 
Isbmael  Beg  accordingly  collected  twelve  hundred  peons, 
which  were  not  allowed  to  the  aumil  of  that  place  in  the 
year  1185.  The  reason  why  I  gave  permission  for  the  ad- 
diti(mal  expense  of  twelve  hundred  peons  was,  that  he  might 
be  enabled  to  manage  the  country  with  ease,  and  pay  the 
money  to  government  regularly.  I  besides  sent  Mr.  Osborne 
there,  to  command  in  the  mahals  belonging  to  Illahabad, 
which  were  in  the  possession  of  Eajah  Ajeit  Sing ;  aud  he 
accordingly  took  charge. 

"  Afterwards,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Q-ovemor- 
G^eral,  Mr.  Hastings,  Jelladut  Jung,  he  was  recalled,  and 
the  mahals  placed,  as  before,  under  Eajah  Ajeit  Sing.  I 
never  sent  Mr.  Osborne  to  settle  the  concerns  of  Illahabad, 
{or  there  was  no  occasion  for  him;  but  Mr.  Osborne,  of 
himselj^  committed  depredations  and  rapines  within  Isbmael 
Beg's  jurisdiction.  Last  year  the  battalion  which,  by  per- 
mission of  G^eneral  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  was  sent  received  orders 
to  secure  and  defend  Isbmael  Be^  against  the  encroachments 
of  Mr.  Osborne ;  for  the  complaints  of  Isbmael  Beg  against 
the  violences  of  Mr.  Osborne  had  reached  the  geuewd  and 
Mr.  Purling ;  and  the  G-ovemor  and  gentlemen  of  council, 
at  my  request,  recalled  Mr.  Osborne.  This  year,  as  before, 
the  collections  of  Arreel  and  Parra  remain  under  Isbmael 
Beg.  In  those  places,  some  of  the  talookdars  and  zemindars, 
who  had  been  oppressed  and  iU-treated  by  Mr.  Osborne,  had 
conceived  ideas  of  rebellion." 

Here,  my  lords,  you  have  an  account  of  the  condition  of 
Darunghur,  Futtyghur,  Purruckabad,  and  of  the  whole  line  of 
our  miUtary  stations  in  the  Nabob's  dominions.  You  see  the 
whole  was  one  universal  scene  of  plunder  and  rapine.  You 
see  all  this  was  known  to  Mr.  Hastings,  who  never  inflicted 
any  punishments  for  all  this  horrible  outrage.  You  see  the 
utmost  he  has  done  is  merely  to  recall  one  man.  Major  Os- 
borne, who  was  by  no  means  the  only  person  deeply  involved 
in  these  charges.  He  nominated  lul  these  people ;  he  has 
never  called  any  of  them  to  an  account.  Shall  I  not  then 
call  him  their  captain-general  ?  Shall  not  your  lordships  call 
him  so  ?    And  shall  any  man  in  the  kingdom  call  him  by 
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anj  other  name  ?  We  see  all  ihe  executive,  all  the  civil  and 
criminal  justice  of  the  country  seized  on  by  him.  We  see 
the  trade  and  all  the  du^es  seized  upon  by  his  creatures. 
We  see  them  destroying  established  markets,  and  creating 
others  at  their  pleasure.  We  see  them,  m  the  country  of  an 
ally,  -and  in  a  time  of  peace,  producing  all  the  consequences 
of  rapine  and  of  war.  We  see  the  country  ruined  and  de- 
populated by  men  who  attempt  to  exculpate  ^emselves  by 
charging  their  unhappy  victims  with  rebellion. 

And  now,  my  lords,  who  is  it  that  has  brought  to  light  all 
these  outrages  and  complaints,  the  existence  of  which  has 
never  been  denied,  and  for  which  no  redress  was  ever  ob-  . 
tained,  and  no  punishment  ever  inflicted  ?  Why,  Mr.  Hast- 
ings himself  has  brought  them  before  you  ;  they  are  found 
in  papers  which  he  has  transmitted.  Gt)d,  who  inflicts  blind- 
ness upon  great  criminab,  in  order  that  they  should  meet 
with  the  punishment  they  deserve,  has  made  him  the  means 
of  bringing  forward  this  scene,  which  we  are  maliciously  said 
to  have  falsely  and  maliciously  devised.  If  any  one  of  the 
ravages  contamed  in  that  long  catalogue  of  grievances  is 
false,  Warren  Hastings  is  the  person  who  must  answer  for 
that  individual  &lsehood.  If  they  are  generally  false,  he  is 
to  answer  for  the  false  and  calumniating  accusation  ;  and  if 
they  are  true,  my  lords,  he  only  is  answerable ;  for  he  ap- 
pointed those  ministers  of  outrage,  and  never  called  them  to 
account  for  their  misconduct. 

Let  me  now  show  your  lordships  the  character  that  Mr. 
Hastings  gives  of  all  the  British  officers.  It  is  to  be  found 
in  an  extract  from  the  appendix  to  that  part  of  his  Benares 
narrative  in  which  he  comments  upon  the  treaty  of  Chunar. 
Mark,  my  lords,  what  the  man  himself  says  of  the  whole 
military  service. — "  Notwithstanding  the  great  benefit  which 
the  Company  would  have  derived  from  such  an  augmentation 
of  their  miutary  force  as  these  troops  constituted,  ready  to 
act  on  any  emergency,  prepared  and  disciplined  without  anjr 
charge  on  the  Company,  as  the  institution  professed,  until 
their  actual  services  shoiild  be  required,  I  have  observed  some 
evils  growing  out  of  the  system,  which,  in  my  opinion,  more 
than  counterbalanced  those  advantages,  had  they  been  real- 
ized in  their  ftdlest  effect.  The  remote  stations  of  these 
troops,  placing  the  commanding  officers  beyond  the  notice 
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and  control  of  the  board,  afforded  too  much  opportunity  and 
temptation  for  unwarrantable  emoluments,  ana  excited  the 
contagion  of  peculation  and  rapacity  throughout  the  whole 
army.  A  most  remarkable  and  incontrovertible  proof  of  the 
prevalence  of  this  spirit  has  been  seen  in  the  court-martial 
upon  Captain  Erskine,  where  the  court,  composed  of  officer^ 
of  rank  and  respectable  characters,  unanimously  and  honotir- 
ably,  most  honourably,  acquitted  him  upon  an  acknowledged 
&ct,  which  in  times  of  stricter  discipline  would  have  been 
deemed  a  crime  deserving  the  severest  punishment." 

I  vnll  now  call  your  lordships*  attention  to  another  extract 
from  the  same  comment  of  Mr.  Hastings,  with  respect  to  tiie 
removal  of  the  Company's  servants,  civil  and  military,  from 
the  court  and  service  of  the  Vizier. — "  I  was  actuatea  solely 
by  motives  of  justice  to  him,  and  a  regard  to  the  honour  of 
our  national  chfu*acter.  In  remoying  those  gentlemen,  I  di- 
minish my  own  influence,  as  .well  as  that  of  my  colleagues, 
by  uMTowing  the  line  of  patronage ;  and  I  expose  myself  to 
obloquy  and  resentment  from  those  who  are  immediately  af- 
fected by  the  arrangement,  wid  the  long  train  of  their  friends 
and  powerM  patrons.  But  their  numbers,  their  influence, 
and  the  enormous  amount  of  their  salaries,  pensions,  and 
emoluments,  were  an  intolerable  burthen  on  the  revenues  and 
authority  of  the  Vizier,  and  exposed  us  to  the  envy  and  re- 
sentment of  the  whole  country,  by  excluding  the  native  ser- 
vants and  adherents  of  the  Vizier  from  the  rewards  of  th^ 
services  and  attachment." 

My  lords,  you  have  here  Mr.  Hastings's  opinion  of  the 
whole  militaay  service.  You  have  here  the  autherity  and 
documents  by  which  he  supports  his  opinion.  He  states, 
that  the  contagion  of  peculation  had  tainted  all  the  frontier 
stations,  which  contain  much  the  largest  part  of  the  Com- 
pany's army.  He  states  that  this  contagion  had  tainted  the 
•whole  army,  everywhere;  so  that,  according  to  him,  there 
•was,  throughout  the  Indian  army,  an  universal  taint  of  pecu- 
lation.— My  lords,  peculation  is  not  a  military  vice. — Insub- 
ordination, want  of  attention  to  duty,  want  of  order,  want  of 
obedience  and  regularity,  are  military  vices ;  but  who  ever 
before  heard  of  peculation  being  a  military  "vice  ?  In  the 
case  before  you  it  became  so  by  employing  military  men  as 
&rmers  of  revenue,  as  masters  of  markets  and  of  gunges. 
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This  departur^ofio'the  militaiy  character  and  from  military 
daties*  mtro3ueed  that  peculation  which  tainted  the  armj, 
and  desolated  the  dominions  of  the  Nabob  Vizier. 

I  declare  when  I  first  read  the  passage  which  has  been  just 
read  to  your  lordships,  in  the  infancy  of  this  inquiry,  it 
struck  me  with  astonishment  that  peculation  should  at  all 
exist  at  a  military  tice ;  but  I  was  still  more  astonished  at 
finding  Warren  Hastings  charging  the  whole  British  army 
with  being  corrupted  by  this  base  and  depraved  spirit,  to  a 
degree  w^ch  tainted  even  their  judicial  character.  This, 
my  lords,  is  a  most  serious  matter.  The  judicial  functions 
of  military  men  are  of  vast  importance  in  themselves ;  and, 
generally  speaking,  there  is  not  any  tribunal  whose  members 
are  more  honourable  in  their  conduct,  and  more  just  in  their 
decisions,  than  those  of  a  court-martial.  Perht^s  there  is  not 
a  tribunal  in  this  country  whose  reputation  is  really  more  un-> 
tainted  than  that  of  a  court-martial.  It  stands  as  fair  in  the 
opinion  both  of  the  army  and  of  the  public  as  any  tribunal, 
in  a  country  where  all  tribunals  stand  fair.  But  in  India, 
this  unnatural  vice  of  peculation,  which  has  no  more  to  do 
with  the  vices  of  a  military  character  than  with  its  virtues, 
— this  venomous,  spirit  has  pervaded  the  members  of  military 
tribunals  to  such  an  extent,  that  they  acquit,  honourably  acquit, 
most  honourably  acquit  a  man,  '^  upon  an  acknowledged  fact, 
which  in  times  of  stricter  discipline  would  have  been  deemed 
a  crime  deserving  the  severest  punishment." 

Who  says  all  this,  my  lords  ?  Do  I  say  it  ? — No :  it  is 
Warren  EDEtstings  who  says  it.  He  records  it.  He  gives  you 
his  vouchers  and  his  evidence,  and  he  draws  the  conclusion. 
He  is  the  criminal  accuser  of  the  British  army.  He  who 
sits  in  that  box  accuses  the  whole  British  army  in  India. 
He  has  declared  them  to  be  so  tainted  with  peculation  from 
head  to  foot  as  to  have  been  induced  to  commit  the  most 
wicked  perjuries,  for  the  purpose  of  bearing  one  another  out 
in  their  abominable  peculations.  In  this  unnatural  state  of 
things,  and  whilst  there  is  not  one  military  man  on  these 
stations  of  whom  Mr.  Hastings  does  not  give  this  abomina- 
bly flagitious  character ;  yet  every  one  of  them  have  joined 
to  give  him  the  benefit  of  their  testimony  for  his  honourable 
intentions  and  conduct. 

In  this  tremendous  scene,  which  he  himself  exposes,  are 
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tbere  no  signs  of  this  captain-generalsli^  -,^^i=^^^^ 
4ied  to  ?  Are  there  no  signs  of  this  man's  being  a  caprain- 
general  of  iniquity,  unde)*  whom  all  the  spoilers  of  India 
were  paid,  disciplined,  and  supported?  I  not  only  charge 
him  wtth  being  guilty  of  a  thousand  crimes ;  but  I  assert, 
tiiat  there  is  not- a  soldier  or  a  civil  servant  in  India  whose 
eolpable  acts  are  not  owing  to  this  man's  example,  conni- 
vance, and  protection.  Everything  which  goes  to  criminate 
them  goes  directly  against  the  prisoner.  He  put  them  in 
a  condition  to  plunder.  He  suffered  no  native  authority  or 
government  to  restrain  them ;  and  he  never  called  a  man  to 
an  account  for  these  flagitious  acts,  which  he  has  thought 
pn>per  to  bring  before  his  country  in  the  most  solemn  man- 
B^*  and  upon  the  most  solemn  occasion. 

I  verily  believe,  in  my  conscience,  his  accusation  is  not 
true,  in  the  excess,  in  the  generality  and-  extravagance  in 
which  he  charges  it.  That  it  is  true  in  a  great  measure  we 
cannot  deny ;  and  in  that  measure  we,  in  our  turn,  charge 
him  with  bein^  the  author  of  all  the  crimes  which  he  de- 
nounces ;  and  if  there  is  anything  in  the  charge  beyond  the 
truth,  it  is  he  who  is  to  answer  for  the  falsehood. 

I  will  now  refer  your  lordships  to  his  opinion  of  the  civil 
service,  as  it  is  declared  and  recorded  in  his  remarks  upon 
the  removal  of  the  Company's  civil  servants  by  him  from  the 
service  of  the  Vizier. — "I  was,"  says  he,  "actuated  solely 
by  motives  of  justice  to  him  (the  Nabob  of  Oude),  and  a 
regard  to,  the  honour  of  our  national  character."  Here,  you 
see,  he  declares  his  opinion,  that  in  Oude  the  civH  servants 
of  1^6  Company  had  destroyed  the  national  character,  and 
that  therefore  they  ought  to  be  recalled. — "By  removing 
these  people,"  he  adds,  "  I  diminish  my  patronage !"  But  I 
ask.  How  came  they  there  ? — Why,  through  this  patronage. 
— He  sent  them  there  to  suck  the  blood  which  the  military 
had  spared.  He  sent  these  civil  servants  to  do  ten  times 
more  mischief  than  the  military  ravagers  could  do,  because 
they  were  invested  with  greater  authority.  "If,"  says  he, 
"  I  recall  them  from  thence,  I  lessen  my  patronage !" — But 
who,  my  lords,  authorized  him  to  become  a  patron?  What 
laws  of  his  country  justified  him  in  fordng  upon  the  Vkier 
the  civil  servants  of  the  Company  ? — What  treaty  authorized 
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him  to  do  itP^^What  syst^n  of  policy,  except  his  owt) 
wicked,  arjbitrarj  system,  authorized  him  to  act  ^us  ? 

He  proceeds  to  say, ''  I  expose  myself  to  obloquy  aiid  r^ 
sentment,  from  those  who  are  immediately  aEecAed  by  l^e 
arrangement,  and  the  long  train  of  their  friends  and  power- 
ful patrons.' *-^My  lords,  it  is  the  constant  burthen  of  his 
song,  that  he  cannot  do  his  duty ;  that  he  is  fettered  in  every- 
thing ;  that  he  fears  a  thousand  mischiefs  to  happen  to  him ; 
— ^not  from  his  acting  with  carefulness,  economy,  frugality, 
and  in  obedience  to  the  laws  of  his  country,  but  from  the  yery 
reyerse  of  all  this.  Says  he,  I  am  afraid  I  shall  forfeit  the 
fayour  of  the  powerful  patrons  of  those  servants  in  England, 
namely,  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  England,  if  I  do  justice 
to  the  suffering  people  of  this  countey. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  there  are  undoubtedly  powerful 
people,  who  may  be  supposed  to  be  influenced  by  patronage ; 
but  the  higher  and  more  powerful  part  of  the  country  is 
more  directly  represented  by  your  lordships  than  by  us, 
^though  we  have  of  the  first  blood  of  England  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  "We  do  indeed  represent,  by  the  knights  of 
•the  shires,  the  landed  interest.  By  our  city  and  borough 
members  we  represent  the  trading  interest;  we  represent 
the  whole  people  of  England  collectively.  But  neither  blood 
nor  power  is  represented  so  frilly  in  the  House  of  Commons 
as  that  order  which  composes  the  great  body  of  the  people ; 
the  protection  of  which  is  our  peculiar  duty,  and  to  which  k; 
is  our  glory  to  adhere.  But  the  dignities  of  the  country, 
the  great  and  powerful,  are  represented  eminently  by  your 
lordships.  As  we  therefore  would  keep  the  lowest  of  the 
people  from  the  contagion  and  dishonour  of  peculation  and 
corruption,  and  above  all,  from  ^^ercising  that  vice  which, 
among  commoners,  is  unnatural  as  well  as  abominable,  the 
vice  of  tyranny  and  oppression,  so  we  trust  that  your  lord- 
ships will  clear  yourselves  and  the  higher  and  more  powerful 
ranks  from  givmg  the  smallest  countenance  to  the  system 
which  we  have  done  our  duty  in  denouncing  and  bringing 
before  you. 

My  lords,  you  have  heard  the  account  of  the  civil  service. 
Think  of  their  numbers,  think  of  their  influenoe,  and  the 
enormous  unount  of  their  salaries,  pensions,  and  emolu- 


d  by  Google 


WABBEIf  HAS*nfGS,   ESQ.  155 

meBttl  Tbej  were,  you  have  heard,  an  intolerable  burthen 
cm  ihe  revenues  and  authority  of  t^e  Vizier ;  and  they  ex- 
posed us  to  the  envjr  and  resentment  of  the  whole  country, 
vy  excluding  the  native  servants  and  adherents  of  the  prince 
from  the  just  reward  of  their  services  and  attachments. 
Here,  my  lords,  is  the  whole  civil  service  brought  before 
you.  They  usurp  the  country,  they  destroy  the  revenues, 
they  overload  the  prince,  and  they  exclude  all  the  nobility 
and  eminent  persons  of  the  country  from  the  just  reward  of 
iJieir  service. 

Did  Mr.  Francis,  whom  I  saw  here  a  little  while  ago,  send 
these  people  into  that  country  ?  Did  General  Clavering,  or 
Colonel  Monson,  whom  he  charges  with  this  system,  send 
them  there  ?  No ;  they  were  sent  by  himself;  and  if  one 
was  sent  bj  anybody  else  for  a  time,  he  was  soon  recalled ; 
so  that  he  is  himself  answerable  for  all  the  peculation- which 
he  attributes  to  the  civil  service.  You  see  the  character 
given  of  that  service ;  you  there  see  their  accuser ;  you  there 
see  their  defender,  who,  after  having  defamed  both  services, 
military  and^  civil,  never  punished  the  guilty  in  either ;  and 
now  receives  the  prodigal  praises  of  both. 

I  defy  the  ingenuity  of  man  to  show  that  Mr.  Hastings  is 
not  the  defamer  of  the  service.  I  defy  the  ingenuity  of  man 
to  show  that  the  honour  of  Great  Britain  has  not  been  tar- 
nished under  his  patronage.  He  engaged  to  remove  all  these 
blood-suckers  by  the  treaty  of  Chunar ;  but  he  never  execut- 
ed that  treaty.  He  proposed  to  take  away  the  temporary 
brigade ;  but  he  again  established  it.  He  redressed  no  griev- 
ance; he  formed  no  improvements  in  the  government;  he 
never  attempted  to  provide  a  remedy  without  increasing  the 
evil  tenfold.  He  was  the  primary  and  sole  cause  of  aU  the 
grievances,  civil  and  military,  to  which  the  unhappy  natives 
of  that  country  were  exposed ;  and  he  was  the  accuser  of  all 
the  immediate  authors  of  those  grievances,  without  having 
punished  any  one  of  them.  He  is  the  accuser  of  them  all. 
But  the  only  person  whom  he  attempted  to  punish  was  that 
man  who  dfied  to  assert  the  authority  of  the  court  of  direct- 
ors, and  to  claim  an  office  assigned  to  him  by  them. 

I  will  now  read  to  your  lordships  the  protest  of  General 
Clavering  against  the  military  brigade :  "  Taking  the  army 
from  the  Nabob  is  an  infringement  of  the  rights  of  an  inde- 
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pendent  prince,  leaving  only  the  name  and  title  <^  it  tdthottt 
the  power.  It  is  taking  his  subjects  ^m  him,  against  eyery 
law  of  nature  and  of  nations." 

I  will  next  read  to  your  lordships  a  minute  of  Mr.  Frali- 
cis*s :  "  By  the  foregoing  letter  from  Mr.  Middleton,  it  ap- 
pears that  he  has  taken  the  government  of  the  Nabob's  do- 
minions directly  upon  himself.  I  was  not  a  party  to  the 
resolutions  which  preceded  that  measure,  and  will  not  be 
answerable  for  the  consequences  of  it." 

The  next  paper  I  will  read  is  one  introduced  by  the  mana- 
gers, to  prove  that  a  r^resentation  was  made  by  the  Nabob, 
respecting  the  expenses  of  the  gentlemen  resident  at  his  court, 
and  written  after  the  removal  before-mentioned. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Vizier  to  Mr,  Macpherson  ;   re- 
ceived the  21st  of  April,  1786. 

"  With  respect  to  the  expenses  of  the  gentlemen  who  are 
here,  I  have  before  written  in  a  covered  manner ;  I  now 
write  plainly,  that  I  have  no  ability  to  give  money  to  the 
gentlemen,  because  I  am  indebted  many  lacks  of  rupees  to 
the  bankers,  for  the  payment  of  the  Company's  debt.  At 
the  time  of  Mr.  Hastings's  departure  I  represented  to  him 
that  I  had  no  resources  for  the  expenses  of  the  gentlemen. 
Mr.  Hastings,  having  ascertained  my  distressed  situation, 
told  me  that  after  ms  arrival  in  Calcutta  he  would  consult 
with  the  council,  and  remove  from  hence  the  expenses  of  the 
gentlemen,  and  recall  every  person,  except  the  gentlemen  in 
office  here.  At  this  time,  that  all  the  concerns  are  dependent 
upon  you,  and  you  have  in  every  point  given  ease  to  my 
mind,  according  to  Mr.  Hastings's  agreement,  I  hope  that 
the  expenses  of  the  gentlemen  may  be  removed  from  me,  and 
that  you  may  recall  eveiy  person  residing  here  beyond  the 
gentlemen  in  office.  Although  Major  Palmer  does  not  at 
this  time  demand  anything  for  the  gentlemen,  and  I  have  no 
ability  to  give  them  anything,  yet  the  custom  of  the  English 
gentlemen  is,  when  they  remain  here,  they  will  in  the  end  ask 
for  something ;  this  is  best,  that  they  should  be  recalled." 

I  think  so  too,  and  your  lordships  will  think  so  with  me ; 
but  Mr.  Hastings,  who  says  that  he  himself  thought  thus  in 
September,  1781,  and  engaged  to  recall  these  genuemen,  was 
so  afraid  of  their  powerml  friends  and  patrons  here,  that  he 
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kft  India,  and  lefb  all  that  load  of  obloquy  upon  his  ducces- 
aon.  He  kfb  a  Major  Palmer  there,  in  the  place  of  a  resi- 
dent ;  a  resident  of  ms  own,  as  your  lordships  must  see ;  for 
Major  Palmer  was  no  resident  of  the  Company's.  This  man 
received  a  salary  of  about  £23,000  a  year,  which  he  declared 
to  be  less  than  his  expenses ;  by  which  we  may  easily  judge 
of  the  enormous  salmes  of  those  who  make  their  fortunes 
tl^re.  He  was  left  by  Mr.  Hastings  as  his  representative  of 
peculation,  his  representative  of  tyranny.  He  was  the  second 
agent  appointed  to  control  all  power  ostensible  and  unosten- 
s3>le,  and  to  head  these  gentlemen  whose  "  custom,"  the  Na- 
bob says,  "was  in  the  end  to  ask  for  money."  Money  they 
must  have ;  and  there,  my  lords,  is  the  whole  secret. 

I  have  this  day  shown  your  lordships  the  entire  dependence 
of  Oude  on  the  British  empire.  I  have  shown  you  now  Mr. 
Hastings  usurped  all  power,  reduced  the  prince  to  "a  cypher, 
and  made  of  his  minister  a  mere  creature  of  his  own ;  how 
he  made  the  servants  of  the  Company  dependent  on  his  own 
arbitrary  will,  and  considered  independence  a  proof  of  cor- 
ruption. It  has  been  likewise  proved  to  your  lordships,  that 
he  suffered  the  army  to  become  an  instrument  of  robbery 
and  oppression ;  and  one  of  its  officers  to  be  metamorphosed 
into  a  farmer-general ;  to  waste  the  country  and  embezzle  its 
revenues.  You  have  seen  a  clandestine  and  fraudulent  sys- 
tem, occasioning  violence  and  rapine ;  and  you  have  seen  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar  acknowledging  and  denouncing  an  aban- 
ooned  spirit  of  rapacity,  without  bringing  its  ministers  to 
justice;  and  pleading,  as  his  excuse,  the  fear  of  offending 
yoor  lordships  and  the  House  of  Commons.  "We  have  shown 
you  the  government,  revenue,  commerce,  and  agriculture  of 
Oude  ruined  and  destroyed  by  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  creatures. 
And  to  wind  up  all,  we  have  shown  you  an  army  so  corrupted 
aa  to  pervert  the  fundamental  principles  of  justice,  which  are 
the  elements  and  basis  of  military  discipline.  All  this,  I 
say,  we  have  shown  you ;  and  I  cannot  believe  that  your 
lordships  will  consider  that  we  have  trifled  with  your  time, 
or  strained  our  comments  one  jot  beyond  the  strict  measure 
of  the  text. 

We  have  shown  you  a  horrible  scene,  arising  from  an  as- 
tonishing combination  of  horrible  circumstances.  The  order 
in  which  you  will  consider  these  circumstances  must  be  left 
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to  your  lorddiipB.  At  piesent  I  am  not  able  to  proceed  far- 
ther. My  next  attempt  will  b^  to  Inring  before  you .  the 
manner  in  which  Mr.  H^tings  treated  moveaUe  and  unmov^e- 
able  property  in  Oude,  and  by  which  he  has  lefl  nothing  x&h- 
destiroyed  in  that  devoted  coimtry.  ^ 

[Adj<Mimed. 


TRIAL. 

SATURDAY,  7th  JUNE,  1794. 


riFTH  DAT  OF  BEPLT. 

(Me.  Bubee.) 
My  Lo&bs, — We  will  now  resume  the  consideratiiMi  of 
the  remarning  part  of  our  charge,  and  of  the  prisons' s  at- 
tempts to  de&iui  himself  against  it. 

Mr.  Hastings,  weU  knowing  (what  your  lordships  must 
also  by  this  time  be  perfectly  satisfied  was  the  case)  that  thift 
unfortunate  Nabob  had  no  will  of  his  own,  draws  down  his 
poor  victim  to  Ohimar,  by  an  order  to  attend  the  GK>v^nor^ 
General.  If  the  Nabob  ever  wrote  to  Mr.  Hastings,  express- 
ing a  request  or  desire  for  this  meeting,  his  letter  was  unques- 
tionably dictated  to  him  by  the  prisoner.  We  have  liud  a 
ground  of  direct  proof  before  you  that  the  Nabob's  being  at 
Chunar,  that  his  proceedings  there,  and  that  all  his  acts,  w^^ 
so  dictated,  and  consequently  must  be  so  construed. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  lay  before  your  lordships  the  acts  of 
oppression  committed  by  Mr.  Hastings  through  ms  two  miser- 
able instnmients;  the  one,  his  passive  instrument,  the  Na- 
bob ;  the  other,  Mr.  Middleton,  his  active  instrument  in  his 
subsequent  plans  for  the  entire  destruction  of  that  county. 
In  page  513  of  the  printed  minutes,  you  have  Mr.  Middle- 
ton's  declaration  of  his  promptitude  to  represent  everythmg 
agreeably  to  Mr.  Hastiii^'s  wishes. 

"  My  dear  Sir, — ^I  have  this  day  answered  your  public  let- 
ter in  the  form  you  seemed  to  expect.    I  hope  there  is  no- 
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thdig  in  it  that  may  to  you  appear  too  pointed.  If  you  wish 
the  matter  to  be  otherwise  understood  than  I  have  taJten  up 
and  stated  it,  I  need  not  say  I  shall  be  ready  to  conform  to 
whatever  you  may  prescribe,  and  to  take  upcm  myself  any 
share  of  the  blame  of  the  hitherto  non-pertormance  of  the 
8tipulati<mB  made  on  behalf  of  the  Nabob ;  though  I  do  as- 
sure you,  I  myself  represented  to  his  Excellency  and  the  min- 
isters, conceiving  it  to  be  your  desire,  that  the  apparent  as- 
sumption of  the  reins  of  his  government  (for  in  that  light 
he  undoubtedly  considered  it  at  the  first  view),  as  specified 
in  the  agreement  executed  by  him,  was  not  meant  to  oe  fully 
and  literally  enforced,  but  that  it  was  necessary  you  should 
have  something  to  show  on  your  side,  as  the  dompany  were 
deprived  of  a  benefit,  without  a  requital ;  and  upon  the  faith 
of  this  assurance  alone,  I  believe  I  may  safely  affirm,  his 
Excellency's  objections  to  signing  the  treaty  were  given  up. 
If  I  have  understood  the  ma.tter  wrong,  or  misconceived  your 
design,  I  am  truly  sorry  for  it.  However,  it  is  not  too  late 
to  correct  the  error :  and  I  am  ready  to  undertake  and,  God 
wiUing,  to  carry  through  whatever  vou  may,  on  the  receipt 
of  my  public  letter,  tell  me  is  your  nnal  resolve. 

''  if  you  determine,  at  all  events,  that,  the  measures  of  re- 
ducing the  Nabob's  army,  &c.,  shall  be  immediately  under- 
taken, I  shall  take  it  as  a  particular  &vour  if  you  will  indulge 
me  with  a  line  at  Eyzabad,  that  I  may  make  the  necessary 
m*eviou8  arrangements  with  respect  to  the  disposal  of  my 
nunily,  which  I  would  not  wish  to  retain  here  in  the  event 
either  of  a  rupture  with  the  Nabob,  or  the  necessity  of  ^n- 
ploying  our  forces  on  the  reduction  of  his  aumils  and  troops. 
This  done,  I  can  be8:in  the  work  in  three  days  after  my  re- 
turn from  Fyzabad. 

Besides  this  letter,  which  I  think  is  sufficiently  dear  upon 
the  subject,  there  is  also  another,  much  more  clear,  upon 
your  lordships'  minutes,  much  more  distinct  find  much  more 
pointed,  expressive  of  lus  being  resolved  to  make  such  re- 
presentations of  every  matter  as  the  GK>vemor-Q«neral  may 
wi^.  Now,  a  man  who  is  master  of  tibe  manner  in  which 
£iict8  are  represented,  and  whose  subsequent  conduct  is  to  be 
justified  by  such  rejNresentations,  is  not  simply  accountable 
lor  his  conduct ;  he  is  aecountable  for  culpably  attempting  to 
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form,  on  fslae  premises,  the  judgment  of  others  upon  tbat 
conduct.  This  species  of  delinquency  must  therefore  be 
added  to  the  rest ;  and  I  wish  jour  loraships  to  carry  gener^, 
ally  in  your  mindis  that  there  is  not  one  single  syllable  of 
representation  made  by  any  of  those  parties,  except  where 
truth  may  happen  to  break  out  in  spite  of  all  the  means  of 
concealment,  which  is  not  to  be  considered  as  the  representa- 
tion of  Mr.  Hastings  himself,  in  justification  of  his  own^  con- 
duct. 

The  letter  which  I  have  just  now  read  was  written  pre- 
paratory to  the  transaction  which  I  am  now  going  to  state, 
called  the  Treaty  of  Chunar.  Having  brought  his  miserable 
victim  thither,  he  forced  him  to  sign  a  paper  called  a  treaty  ; 
but  such  was  the  fraud  in  every  part  of  this  treaty,  that  Mr. 
Middleton  himself,  who  was  the  instrument  and  the  chief 
agent  in  it,  acknowledges  that  the  Nabob  was  persuaded  to 
sign  it  by  the  assurance  given  to  him  that  it  never  was  to  be 
executed.  Here  then  your  lordships  have  a  prince  first  com- 
pelled to  enter  into  a  negotiation,  and  then  induced  to  ac- 
cede to  a  treaty,  by  false  assurances  that  it  should  not  be 
executed,  which  he  declares  nothing  but  force  should  other- 
wise have  compelled  him  to  accede  to. 

The  first  circumstance  in  this  transaction  that  I  shall  lay 
before  your  lordships  is,  that  the  treaty  is  declared  to  have 
for  its  objects  two  modes  of  relieving  the  Nabob  from  his 
distresses ;  from  distresses  which  we  have  stated,  and  which 
Mr.  Hastings  has  not  only  fully  admitted,  but  has  himself 
proved  in  the  clearest  manner  to  your  lordships.  The  first 
was  by  taking  away  that  wicked  rahble,  the  British  troops, 
represented  by  Mr.  Hastings  as  totally  ruinous  to  the  Na- 
bob's affairs;  and,  particularly,  by  removing  that  part  of 
them  which  was  called  the  new  brigade. 

Another  remedial  part  of  the  treaty  regarded  the  British 
pensioners.  It  is  in  proof  before  your  lordships  that  Mr. 
Hastings  agreed  to  recall  from  Oude  that  body  of  pensioners 
whose  conduct  there  is  described,  in  such  strong  terms,  as 
being  ruinous  to  the  Vizier  and  to  all  his  affairs.  These 
pensioners  Mr.  Hastings  engaged  to  recall ;  but  he  never  did 
recall  them.  "We  refer  your  lordships  to  the  evidence  before 
you  in  proof  that  these  odious  pensioners,  so  distressing  to 
the  Nabob,  so  ruinous  to  his  amrs,  and  so  disgraceful  to  our 
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govemment,  were  not  only  not  recalled  by  Mr.  Hastings, 
but  that  both  afterwards,  and  upon  the  very  day  of  signing 
the  treaty  (as  Mr.  Middleton  himself  tells  you)  ;  upon  that 
very  day,  I  say,  he  recommended  to  the  ifabob  that  these 
pensioners  might  remain  upon  that  very  establishment  which, 
by  a  solemn  treaty  of  his  own  making  and  his  own  dictating, 
he  had  agreed  to  relieve  from  this  intolerable  burden. 

Mr.  Hastings,  your  lordships  vnll  remember,  had  departed 
from  Benares,  frustrated  in  his  designs  of  extorting  £500,000 
from  the  Bajah  for  the  Company's  use.  He  had  ravaged  the 
country,  without  obtaining  any  benefit  for  his  masters ;  the* 
British  soldiers  having  divided  the  only  spoil,  and  nothing 
remaining  for  the  share  of  his  employers  but  disgrace.  He 
was,  therefore,  afraid  to  return  without  having  something  of 
a  lucrative  pecuniary  nature  to  exhibit  to  the  Company. 
Having  this  object  in  view,  Oude  appears  to  have  first  pre- 
sented itself  to  his  notice  as  a  countiy  from  which  some  ad- 
vimtage  of  a  pecuniary  kind  might  be  derived,  and  accord- 
ingly he  turned  in  his  head  a  vast  variety  of  stratagems  for 
effecting  his  purpose. 

The  first  article  that  occurs  in  the  treaty  of  Chunar  is  a 
power  given  to  the  Nabob  to  resume  all  the  jaghires  not 
guaranteed  by  the  Company,  and  to  give  pensions  to  all  those 
persons  who  should  be  removed  from  then*  jaghires. 

Now,  the  first  thing  which  would  naturally  occur  to  a  man 
who  was  going  to  raise  a  revenue  through  the  intervention  of 
the  prince  of  the  country,  would  be  to  recommend  to  that 
prince  a  better  economy  in  his  affairs,  and  a  rational  and 
equal  assessment  upon  his  subjects,  in  order  to  furnish  the 
amount  of  the  demand  which  he  was  about  to  make  upon 
him.  I  need  not  tell  your  lordships,  trained  and  formed  as 
your  minds  are  to  the  rules  and  orders  of  good  government, 
that  there  is  no  way  by  which  a  prince  can  justly  assess  his 
subjects  but  by  assessing  them  all  in  proportion  to  their  re- 
spective abilities ;  and  that,  if  a  prince  should  make  such  a 
body  as  the  House  of  Lords  in  this  kingdom  (which  comes 
near  the  case  I  am  going  to  state)  separately  the  subject  of 
assessment,  such  a  thing  would  be  contrary  to  all  the  prin- 
ciples of  regular  and  just  taxation  in  any  country  in  the  uni- 
verse. Some  men  may  possibly,  by  locality  or  privileges, 
be  excepted  from  certain  taxes ;  but  no  taxation  ever  can  be. 
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just  that  is  thrown  upon  some  particular  class  only ;  and  if 
that  class  happen  to  be  small  and  the  demand  great,  the  in- 
justice done  is  directly  proportionable  to  the  greatness  of  the 
exaction  and  inverse^  to  the  number  oi  the  persons  who  are 
the  objects  of  it.  These  are  dear,  irrefragable,  and  eternal 
principles. 

But  if^  instead  of  exacting  a  part  by  a  prc^rtionable  rate, 
the  prince  should  go  furth^  and  attempt  to  shake  the  whole 
mass  of  property  itseU^  a  mass  perhaps  not  much  less  than 
that  which  is  possessed  by  the  whole  peers  of  Great  Britain, 
by  confiscating  the  whole  of  the  estates  at  once  as  a  gov^mr 
ment  resource,  without  the  charge  or  pretence  of  any  crime ; 
I  say,  that  such  an  act  would  be  oppressiye,  cruel,  and  ¥dck'- 
ed  in  the  highest  degree.  Yet  this  is  what  Mr.  Hastini^ 
projected,  and  actually  did  accomplish. 

My  lords,  at  the  treaty  of  Ohunar,  as  it  is  called,  Mr. 
Bistings  (for  he  always  artfully  feels  his  way  as  he  proceeds) 
first  says  that  the  Nabob  shall  be  permitted  to  do  this  act  if 
he  pleases.  He  does  not  assume  the  government.  He  does 
not  compel  the  Nabob  to  do  anything.  He  does  not  fioroe 
upon  him  this  abandoned  and  wicked  confiscation  of  the 
property  of  the  whole  nobility  of  a  great  country.  All  that 
ne  says  is  this, — the  Nabob  may  he  permitted  to  resume  these 
jaghires.  Why  permitted  ?  If  the  act  had  been  legal,  pro- 
per, and  justimible,  he  did  not  want  our  permission ;  he  was 
a  sovereign  in  his  own  dominions.  But  Mr.  Hastings  recol- 
lected that  some  of  these  jaghires  (as  they  are  called^  and  on 
which  I  shall  say  a  very  few  words  to*  your  lordships)  were 
giiaranteed  by  the  Company.  The  jaghires  of  his  own  house, 
of  his  mother  and  grandmother,  were  guaranteed  by  us.  I 
must  inform  your  lordships  i^at  upon  some  of  our  other  exr 
actions  at  an  earlier  penod,  the  Nabob  had  endeavoured  to 
levy  a  forced  loan  upon  the  jaghirdara.  This  forced  loan  was 
made  and  submitted  to  by  those  people  upon  a  direct  assure 
ance  of  their  rights  in  the  jaghires,  which  right  was  guaraii- 
teed  by  the  British  resident,  not  only  to  the  Begums  and  to 
the  whole  family  of  the  Nabob,  but  also  to  all  the  other  ob«> 
jectsvof  the  tax. 

Before  I  proceed  I  will  beg  leave  td  state  to  you  Inriefly 
the  nature  of  these  jaghires.  The  jaghirdara,  the  holdera  of 
jaghires,  form  the  body  of  the  principal  Mahomedan  nobility. 
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The  great  nobility  of  that  country  are  divided  into  two  parts : 
one  part  consists  of  the  zemindars,  who  are  the  ancient  pro- 
prietors of  land,  and  the  hereditary  nobiHty  of  the  country ; 
these  are  mostly  Gentoos.  The  Mahomedans  form  the  other 
part,  whose  whole  interest  in  the  land  consists  in  the  jag- 
hires,  for  very  few  indeed  of  them  are  zemindars  anywhere  ; 
in  some  of  the  i^ovinces  none  of  them  are  so ;  the  whole  of 
them  are  jaghiraars. 

We  have  heard,  my  lords,  much  discussion  about  jaghires. 
It  is  in  proof  before  your  lordships  that  they  are  of  two 
sorts : — ^that  a  jaghire  signifies  exactly  what  the  word  fee  does 
in  the  IkigUsh  language,  or  feodum  in  the  barbarous  Latin 
of  the  Feudists ;  that  it  is  a  word  which  signifies  a  salary 
or  a  maintenance,  as  did  originally  the  English  word  fee, 
derived  from  the  word  feod  and  fiodum.  These  jaghires, 
like  other  fees  and  like  other  feeds,  were  given  in  land  as  a 
maintenance :  some  with  the  ccmdition  of  service,  some  with- 
out any  condition;  some  were  annexed  to  an  ofiloe,  some 
were  granted  as  the  support  of  a  dignity,  and  none  were 
granted  for  a  less  term  than  liie,  except  those  that  were  im- 
mediately annexed  to  a  lease.  "We  have  shown  your  lord- 
ships (and  in  this  we  have  followed  the  example  of  Mr. 
Hastings)  that  some  of  them  are  fees  granted  actually  in 
perpetuity ;  and  in  fact  many  of  them  are  so  granted.  We 
are  further  to  tell  your  lordships,  that  by  the  custom  of  the 
empire  they  are  almost  idl  grown  as  the  foods  in  Europe  are 
grown  by  use  into  something  which  is  at  least  virtually  an  in- 
Smtance.    This  is  the  state  of  the  jaghires  and  iaghirdars. 

Among  these  jaghires  we  find,  what  your  loraships  would 
expect  to  find,  an  ample  provision  for  au  the  nobility  of  that 
illustrious  jBimily  of  whidi  the  Nabob  is  the  head ;  a  prince 
whose  family,  both  by  father  and  mother,  notwithstanding 
the  ^nder  of  the  prisoner  against  his  benefactor,  was  un- 
doubtedly of  the  first  and  most  distinguished  nobility  of  the 
Mahomedan  empire.  Accordingly  his  uncles,  all  his  near  re- 
lations, his  mother,  grandmol^er,  all  possessed  jaghires,  some 
of  y^ry  long  standing,  and  most  of  them  not  given  by  the 
Nabob. 

I  take  some  pains  in  explaining  this  business,  because  I 
trust  your  lordships  will  have  a  strong  feeling  against  any 
confiuBcation  for  the  purpose  of  revenue.     Believe  me,  my 
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lords,  if  there  is  anything  which  will  root  the  present  order 
of  things  out  of  Europe,  it  will  begin,  as  we  see  it  has  already 
begun  in  a  neighbouring  country,  by  confiscating,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  state,  grants  made  to  classes  of  men,  let  them 
be  held  by  what  names,  or  be  supposed  susceptible  of  what 
abuses  soever.  I  will  venture  to  say  that  Jacobinism  never 
can  strike  a  more  deadly  blow  against  property,  rank,  and 
dignity,  than  your  lordships,  if  you  were  to  acquit  this  man, 
would  strike  against  your  own  dignity  and  the  very  being  of 
the  society  in  which  we  live. 

Tour  lordships  will  find  in  your  printed  minutes  who  the 
jaghirdars  were,  and  what  was  the  amount  of  their  estates. 
The  jaghires  of  which  Mr.  Hastings  authorized  the  confis* 
cation,  or  what  he  calls  a  resumption,  appear  from  Mr.  Pur- 
ling's  account,  when  first  the  forced  loan  was  levied  upon 
them,  under  his  residentship,  to  amount  to  £285,000  sterling 
per  annum  ;  which  £285,000,  if  rated  and  valued  according 
to  the  different  value  of  provisions  and  other  necessaries  of 
life  in  that  country  and  m  England,  will  amount,  as  near  as 
may  be,  to  about  £600,000  a  year.  I  am  within  compass. 
Everybody  conversant  with  Inma  will  say  it  is  equivalent  at 
least  to  £600,000  a  year  in  England ;  and  what  a  blow  such 
a  confiscation  as  this  would  be  on  the  fortunes  of  the  peers 
of  Great  Britain,  your  lordships  will  judge.  I  like  to  see 
your  estates  as  great  as  they  are ; — I  wish  they  were  greater 
than  they  are ;  but  whatever  they  are,  I  wish  above  5l  that 
they  should  be  perpetual.  Eor  dignity  and  property  in  this 
country  esto  perpetua  shall  be  'my  prayer  this  day,  and  the 
last  prayer  of  my  life.  The  Commons  therefore  of  G-reat 
Britain,  those  guardians  of  property,  who  will  not  suffer  the 
monarch  they  love,  the  government  which  they  adore,  to 
levy  one  shilling  upon  the  subject  in  any  other  way  than 
the  law  and  statutes  of  this  kingdom  prescribe,  will  not 
suffer  nor  can  they  bear  the  idea  that  any  single  class  of 
people  should  be  chosen  to  be  the  objects  of  a  contrary  con- 
duct, nor  that  even  the  Nabob  of  Oude  should  be  permitted 
to  act  upon  such  a  flagitious  principle.  When  an  English 
governor  has  substituted  a  power  of  his  own  instead  of  the 
legal  goviBmment  of  the  country,  as  I  have  proved  this  maa 
to  have  done,  if  he  found  the  prince  going  to  do  an  act  which 
would  shake  the  property  of  all  the  nobility  of  the  country. 
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he  surely  ought  to  raise  his  hand  and  say,  "  You  shall  not 
make  my  name  your  sanction  for  such  an  atrocious  and  abo- 
minable act  as  this  confiscation  would  be." 

Mr.  Hastings,  however,  whilst  he  gives,  with  an  urbanity 
for  which  he  is,  so  much  praised,  his  consent  to  this  confisca- 
tion, adds  there  must  be  pensions  secured  for  all  persons 
losing  their  estates  who  had  the  security  of  our  guarantee. 
Your  lordships  know  that  Mr.  Hastings  by  his  guarantee  had 
secured  their  jaghires  to  the  Nabob's  own  relations  and  family. 
One  would  have  imagined  that,  if  the  estates  of  those  who 
were  without  any  security  were  to  be  confiscated  at  his  plea- 
sure, those  at  least  who  were  guaranteed  by  the  Company, 
such  as  the  Begums  of  Oude,  and  several  of  the  principal 
nobility  of  the  Nabob's  family,  would  have  been  secure.  He 
indeed  says  that  pensions  shall  be  given  them,  for  at  this 
time  he  had  not  got  the  length  of  violating;  without  shame 
or  remorse,  all  the  guarantees  of  the  Company.  There  shall, 
says  he,  be  pensions  given.  If  pensions  were  to  be  given  to 
the  value  of  the  estate,  I  ask  what  has  this  violent  act  done  ? 
You  shake  the  security  of  property,  and,  instead  of  suffering 
a  man  to  gather  his  own  profits  with  his  own  hands,  you 
turn  him  intb  a  pensioner  upon  the  public  treasury.  I  can 
conceive  that  such  a  measure  will  render  these  persons  miser- 
able dependants  instead  of  independent  nobility ;  but  I  can- 
not conceive  what  financial  object  can  be  answered  by  paying 
that  in  pension  which  you  are  to  receive  in  revenue.  This 
is  directly  contrary  to  financial  economy.  For  when  you 
stipulate  to  pay  out  of  the  treasury  of  government  a  certain 
pension,  and  take  upon  you  the  receipts  of  an  estate,  you 
adopt  a  measure  by  which  government  is  almost  sure  of  be- 
ing a  loser.  You  charge  it  with  a  certain  fixed  sum,  and 
even  upon  a  supposition  that,  under  the  management  of  the 
public,  the  estate  wiU  be  as  productive  as  it  was  under  the 
management  of  its  private  owner,  (a  thing  highly  improbable,) 
you  take  your  chance  of  a  reimbursement,  subject  to  all  the 
extra  expense  and  to  all  the  accidents  that  may  happen  to  a 
public  revenue.  This  confiscation  could  not  therefore  be 
justified  as  a  measure  of  economy ;  it  must  have  been  de- 
signed merely  for  the  sake  of  sha^ng  and  destroying  the 
property  of  the  country. 

^e  whole  transaction,  my  lords,  was  an  act  of  gross  vio- 
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lence  ushered  in  by  a  gross  fraud.  It  appears  that  no 
pensions  were  ever  intended  to  be  paid ;  and  this  you  will 
naturally  guess  would  be  the  event  when  such  a  straiige  me- 
tamorphosis was  to  be  made  as  that  of  turning  a  great  landed 
interest  into  a  pensionary  payment.  As  it  could  answer  no 
other  purpose,  so  it  could  be  mtended  for  no  other  than  that 
of  getting  possession  of  these  jaghires  by  fraud.  This  man,  my 
lords,  cannot  commit  a  robb^  without  indulging  himself  at 
the  same  time  in  the  practice  of  his  favourite  arts  of  fraud  and 
ffUsehood. 

And  here  I  must  again  remind  your  lordships,  that  at  the 
time  of  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  the  jaghires  were  held  in  the 
following  manner: — Of  the  £286,000  a  year  which  was  to 
be  confiscated,  the  old  grants  of  Sujah  Dowlah,  the  grand- 
father of  the  Nabob,  amounted  to  near  two-thirds  of  the 
whole,  as  you  will  find  in  the  paper  to  which  we  refer  you. 
By  this  confiscation,  therefore,  the  Nabob  was  authorized  to 
resume  grants  of  which  he  had  not  been  the  grantor. 

[Mr.  Burke  here  read  the  list  of  the  jaghires.] 

Now,  my  lords,  you  see  that  all  these  estates,  except 
£25,782  a  year,  were  either  jaghires  for  the  Nabob's  own 
immediate  family,  settled  by  his  father  upon  his  mother,  and 
by  his  father's  father  upon  his  grandmother,  and  upon  Salar 
Jung,  his  uncle,  or  were  the  property  of  the  most  considerable 
nobility,  to  the  gross  amount  of  £286,000.  Mr.  Hastings 
confesses  that  the  Nabob  reluctantly  made  the  confiscation  to 
the  extent  proposed.  Why  ?  Because,  says  he,  the  orderlies, 
namely,  certain  persons  so  called,  subservient  to  his  debaudi- 
eries,  were  persons  whom  he  wished  to  spare.  Now,  I  am 
to  show  you,  that  this  man,  whatever  faults  he  may  have  is 
his  private  morals  (witb  which  we  have  nothing  at  all  to  do), 
has  been  slandered  throughout  by  Mr.  Hastings.  Take  his 
own  account  of  the  matter.  The  Nabob,  says  he,  would 
have  confiscated  all  the  rest,  except  his  orderlies,  whom  he 
would  have  spared,  but  I,  finding  where  his  partiality  lay, 
compelled  him  to  sacrifice  the  whole ;  for  otherwise  he  would 
have  sacrificed  the  good  to  save  the  bad.  "Whereas,  says  Mr. 
Hastings,  in  effect  my  principle  was  to  sacrifice  the  good, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  punish  the  bad.  Now  compare  the 
account  he  gives  of  the  proceedings  of  Azoph  ul  Dowlah 
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witli  his  own.  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  to  save  some  unworthy 
persons  who  had  jaghires,  would,  if  left  to  his  own  discre- 
tion, have  confiscated  those  only  of  the  deserving;  while 
Mr.  Hastings,  to  effect  the  inclusion  of  t]ie  worthless  in  the 
confiscation,  confiscates  the  jaghires  of  the  innocent  and  the 
virtuous  men  of  high  rank,  and  of  those  who  had  all  the  ties 
of  nature  to  plead  for  the  Nabob's  forbearance,  and  reduced 
them  to  a  state  of  dependency  and  degradation. 

Now,  supposing  these  two  villanous  plans,  neithw  of 
which  your  lordships  can  bear  to  hear  the  sound  of,  to  stand 
equal  in  point  of  morality,  let  us  see  how  they  stand  in  point 
of  calculation.  The  unexceptionable  part  of  the  £285,000 
amounted  to  £260,000  a  year;  whereas,  supposing  every 
part  of  the  new  grants  had  been  made  to  the  most  unworthy 
persons,  it  only  amounted  to  £26,000  a  year.  Therefore  by 
his  own  account,  given  to  you  and  to  the  Company,  upon  this 
occasion,  he  has  confiscated  £260,000  a  year,  the  property  of 
innocent,  if  not  of  meritorious  individuals,  in  order  to  punish 
by  confiscation  those  who  had  £25,000  a  year  only.  This 
is  the  account  he  gives  you  himself  of  his  honour,  his  justice, 
and  his  policy  in  these  proceedings. 

But,  my  lords,  he  shall  not  escape  so.  It  is  in  your  mi- 
nutes, that  so  far  was  the  Nabob  from  wishing  to  save  the  new 
exceptionable  grants,  that  at  the  time  of  the  forced  loan  I 
have  mentioned,  and  also  when  the  resumption  was  proposed, 
he  was  perfectly  willing  to  give  up  every  one  of  them,  and 
desired  only  that  his  mother,  his  uncles,  and  his  relations, 
with  other  individuals,  the  prime  of  the  Mahomedan  nobility 
of  that  country,  should  be  spared.  Is  it  not  enough  that  this 
poor  Nabob,  this  wretched  prince,  is  made  a  slave  to  the  man 
now  standing  at  your  bar ;  that  he  is  made  by  him  a  shame 
and  a  scandal  to  his  family,  his  race,  and  his  country  ;  but  he 
must  be  cruelly  aspersed,  and  have  faults  and  crimes  attri- 
buted to  him  that  do  not  belong  to  him  ?  I  know  nothing  of 
his  private  character  and  conduct ;  Mr.  Hastings,  who  deals 
in  scandalous  anecdotes,  knows  them.  But  I  take  it  upon 
the  face  of  Mr.  Purling*s  assertion,  and  I  say  that  the  Nabob 
would  have  consented  to  an  arbitrary  taxation  of  the  jaghires, 
and  would  h^ve  given  up  to  absolute  confiscation  every  man, 
except  those  honourable  persons  I  have  mentioned. 

The  prisoner  himself  has  called  Mr.  Wombwell  to  prove 
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the  names  of  those  infamous  persons,  with  a  partiality  for 
whom  Mr.  Hastings  has  aspersed  the  Nabob,  in  order  to  laj 
the  ground  for  the  destruction  of  his  family.  They  amount 
to  only  six  in  number ;  and  when  we  come  to  examine  these 
six,  we  find  that  their  jaghires  were  perfectljr  contemptible. 
The  list  of  the  other  jaghirdars  your  lordships  see  fills  up 
pages ;  and  the  amount  of  their  incomes  I  have  already  stated. 
Your  lordships  now  see  how  inconsiderable,  both  in  number 
and  amount,  were  the  culpable  jaghires,  in  the  destruction  of 
which  he  has  involved  the  greater  number  and  the  meritori- 
ous. You  see  that  the  Nabob  never  did  propose  any  ex- 
emption of  the  former  at  any  time  ;  that  this  was  a  slander 
and  a  calumny  on  that  unhappy  man,  in  order  to  defend  the 
violent  acts  of  the  prisoner;  who  has  recourse  to  slander 
and  calumny  as  a  proper  way  to  defend  violence,  outrage, 
and  wrongs. 

We  have  now  gone  through  the  first  stage  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's confiscation  of  the  estates  of  these  unhappy  people. 
When  it  came  to  be  put  in  execution,  Mr.  Middleton  finds 
the  Nabob  reluctant,  in  the  greatest  degree,  to  make  this  sa* 
crifice  of  his  family  and  of  aJl  his  nobility.  It  touched  him 
in  every  way  in  which  shame  and  sympathy  can  afiect  a  man. 
He  falls  at  the  feet  of  Mr.  Middleton ;  he  says,  I  signed  l^e 
treaty  of  Chunar  upon  an  assurance  that  it  was  never  meant 
to  be  put  in  force.  Mr.  Middleton  nevertheless  proceeds ; 
he  sends  the  family  of  the  Nabob  out  of  the  country ;  but 
he  entertains  fears  of  a  general  revolt  as  the  consequence  of 
this  tyrannical  act,  and  refers  the  case  back  to  Mr.  Hastings, 
who  insists  upon  its  being  executed  in  its  utmost  extent. 
The  Nabob  again  remonstrates  in  the  strongest  manner ;  he 
begs,  he  prays,  he  dissembles,  he  delays.  One  day  he  pre- 
tends to  be  willing  to  submit,  the  next  he  hangs  back,  just 
as  the  violence  of  Mr.  Hastings  or  his  own  natural  feelings 
and  principles  of  justice  dragged  him  one  way  or  dragged 
him  another.  Mr.  Middleton,  trembling  and  under  the  awe 
of  that  drecdful  responsibility  under  which  your  lordships 
may  remember  Mr.  Hastings  had  expressly  laid  him  upon 
that  occasion,  ventures  at  once  to  usurp  the  Nabob's  govern- 
ment. He  usurped  it  openly  and  avowedly.  He  declared 
that  he  himself  would  issue  his  perwannahs  as  governor  of 
the  country,  for  the  purpose  of  executing  this  abominable 
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confiscation.  He  assumed,  I  say,  to  himself  the  govemm^it 
of  the  country,  and  Mr.  Hastings  had  armed  him  with  a 
strong  military  force  for  that  purpose ;  he  declared  he  would 
order  those  troops  to  march  for  his  support ;  he  at  last  got 
this  reluctant,  struggling  Nabob  to  consent  in  the  manner 
we  have  described. 

I  shall  now  read  to  your  lordships  Mr.  Middleton's  letters, 
that  you  may  hear  these  men  with  their  own  mouths  describ- 
ing their  own  acts  ;  and  that  your  lordships  may  then  judge 
whether  the  highest  tone  and  language  of  crimination  comes 
Tip  to  their  own  description  of  their  own  proceedings. 

"  Lucknow,  the  6th  of  Dec,  1781. 
"  Finding  the  Nabob  wavering  in  his  determination  about 
the  resumption  of  the  jaghires,  I  this  day,  in  presence  of 
and  with  the  minister's  concurrence,  ordered  the  necessary 
perwannahs  to  be  written  to  the  several  aumils  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  it  was  my  firm  resolution  to  have  despatched  them 
this  evening,  with  proper  people  to  see  them  punctually  and 
implicitly  carried  into  execution ;  but  before  they  were  aU 
twmscribed,  I  received  a  message  from  the  Nabob,  who  had 
been  informed  hj  the  minister  of  the  resolution  I  had  taken, 
entreating  that  I  would  withhold  the  perwannahs  till  to-mor- 
row morning,  when  he  would  attend  me,  and  afford  me  satis- 
faction on  this  point.  As  the  loss  of  a  few  hours  in  the 
despatch  of  the  perwannahs  appeared  of  little  moment,  and  as 
it  is  possible  the  Nabob,  seeing  that  the  business  will  at  aU 
events  be  done,  may  make  it  an  act  of  his  own,  I  have  con- 
sented to  indulge  him  in  his  request ;  but  be  the  result  of  our 
interview  whatever  it  may,  nothing  shall  prevent  the  orders 
being  issued  to-morrow,  either  by  him  or  myself,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  ministers.  Tour  pleasure  respecting  the 
Begums  I  have  learnt  from  Sir  Elijah ;  and  the  measure  hereto- 
fore proposed  will  soon  follow  the  resumption  of  the  jaghires ; 
from  both,  or  indeed  from  the  former  alone,  I  have  no  doubt 
of  the  complete  liquidation  of  the  Company's  balance." 

"  Lucknow,  the  7th  Dec,  1781. 
"  Mt  deae  Sie, 

"  I  had  the  honour  to  address  you  yesterday,  informing 
yea  of  the  steps  I  had  taken  in  regard  to  the  resumption  of 
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the  jagbires.  This  morning  the  Tizier  came  to  me,  according 
to  his  agreement,  but  seemingly  without  any  intention  or  de- 
sire to  yield  me  satis^Eiction  on  the  subject  under  discussion ; 
for  after  a  great  deal  of  conversation,  consisting  on  his  part 
of  trifling  evasion  and  puerile  excuses  for  withholding  his  as- 
sent to  the  measure,  though  at  the  same  time  professing  the 
most  implicit  submission  to  your  wishes,  I  found  myself  with- 
out any  other  resource  than  the  one  of  employing  that  ex- 
clusive authority  with  which  I  consider  your  instructions  to 
vest  me ;  I  therrfore  declared  to  the  Nabob,  in  presence 
of  the  minister  and  Mr.  Johnson,  who  I  desired  might  bear 
witness  of  the  conversation,  that  I  constructed  his  rejection 
of  the  measure  purposed  as  a  breach  of  his  solemn  promise 
to  you,  and  an  unwillingness  to  vield  that  assistance  which 
was  evidently  in  his  power  towards  liquidating  his  heavy  ac- 
cumulated debt  to  the  Company,  and  that  I  must  in  conse- 
quence determine,  in  my  own  justification,  to  issue  immedi- 
ately the  perwannahs,  which  had  only  been  withheld  in  the 
sanguine  hope  that  he  would  be  prevailed  upon  to  make  that 
his  own  act,  which  nothing  but  the  most  urgent  necessity 
could  forc«  me  to  make  mine.  He  left  me  without  any  reply, 
but  afterwards  sent  for  his  minister,  and  authorized  him  to 
give  me  hopes  that  my  requisition  would  be  complied  with, 
on  which  I  expressed  my  satisfaction ;  but  declared  that  I 
could  admit  of  no  further  delays,  and  unless  I  received  his 
excellency's  formal  acquiescence  before  the  evening,  I  should 
then  most  assuredly  issue  my  perwannahs,  which  I  have  ac- 
cordingly done,  not  having  had  any  assurances  &om  his  ex- 
cellency that  could  justify  a  further  suspension.  I  shall,  as 
soon  as  possible,  inform  you  of  the  effect  of  the  perwanni^s, 
which,  in  many  parts,  I  am  apprehensive  it  will 'be  found  ne- 
cessary to  enforce  with  military  aid ;  I  am  not,  however,  en- 
tirely without  hopes  that  the  Nabob,  when  he  sees  the  in- 
eflBicacy  of  further  opposition,  may  alter  his  conduct,  and 
prevent  the  confusion  and  disagreeable  consequences  which 
would  be  too  likely  to  result  from  the  prosecution  of  a  mea^ 
sure  of  such  importance  without  his  concurrence  ;  his  excel- 
lency talks  of  going  to  Fyzabad  for  the  purpose  heretofore 
mentioned,  in  three  or  four  days.  I  wish  he  may  be  serious 
in  this  intention,  and  you  may  rest  assured  I  shall  spare  no 
pains  to  keep  him  to  it." 
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"  Lucknow,  28th  December,  1781. 

"  If  ycmr  new  demand  is  to  be  insisted  upon,  which  jour 
letter  seems  to  portend,  I  must  beg  your  precise  orders  upon 
it,  as  from  the  mfficulties  I  have  within  these  few  days  expe- 
rienced, in  carrying  the  points  you  had  enjoined  with  the 
Nabob,  I  have  tne  best  grounds  for  believing  that  he  would 
consider  it  a  direct  breach  of  the  late  agreement,  and  totally 
rcrject  the  proposal  as  such ;  and  I  must  own  to  you,  that  in 
his  present  fermented  state  of  mind,  I  could  expect  nothing 
less  than  despair,  and  a  declared  rupture. 

"  He  has  by  no  means  been  yet  able  to  fiimish  me  with 
means  of  paying  off  the  arrears  due  to  the  temporary  brigade, 
to  the  stipulated  term  of  its  continuance  in  his  service ;  the 
fiinds  necessary  for  paying  off  and  discharging  his  own  mili- 
tary establishment,  under  British  officers,  and  his  pension 
list,  have  been  raised,  on  the  private  credit  of  Mr.  Johnson 
and  myself,  from  the  shroffs  of  this  place,  to  whom  we  are  at 
this  moment  pledged  for  many  lacks  of  rupees  ;  and  without 
such  aid,  which  I  freely  and  at  all  hazards  yielded,  because  I 
conceived  it  was  your  anxious  desire  to  relieve  the  Nabob  as 
soon  as  possible  of  this  heavy  burden,  the  establishment 
must  have  been  at  his  charge  to  this  time,  and  probably  for 
months  to  come,  while  his  resources  were  strained  to  the  ut- 
most to  furnish  jaidads  for  its  maintenance  to  this  period.  I 
therefore  hesitate  not  to  declare  it  utterly  impossible  for  him, 
under  any  circumstances  whatever,  to  provide  fiinds  for  the 
payment  of  the  troops  yoa  now  propose  to  send  him. 

**  The  wresting  Furruckabad,  Kyrague,  and  Fyzula  Cawn's 
country  from  his  government  (for  in  tl»at  light,  my  dear  sir, 
I  can  raithfully  assure  you,  he  views  the  measures  adopted  in 
respect  to  those  countries),  together  with  the  resumption  of 
all  the  jaghires,  so  much  against  his  inclination,  have  already 
brought  the  Nabob  to  a  persuasion  that  nothing  less  than  his 
destruction,  or  the  annihilation  of  every  shadow  of  his  power, 
is  meant ;  and  all  my  labours  to  convince  him  to  the  contrary 
have  proved  abortive.  A  settled  melancholy  has  seized  him, 
and  his  health  is  reduced  beyond  conception ;  and  I  do  most 
humbly  believe,  that  the  march  of  four  regiments  of  sepoys 
towards  Lucknow,  under  whatever  circumstances  it  might  be 
represented,  would  be  considered  by  him  as  a  force  ultimately 
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to  be  used  in  securing  his  person.  In  short,  my  dear  sir, 
it  is  a  matter  of  such  immediate  moment,  and  involving,  ap- 
parently, such  very  serious  and  important  consequences,  that 
I  have  not  only  taken  upon  me  to  suspend  the  communica- 
tion of  it  to  the  Nabob,  until  I  should  be  honoured  with  your 
further  commands,  but  have  also  ventured  to  write  the  en- 
closed letter  to  Colonel  Morgan ;  liberties  which  I  confidently 
trust  you  wiU  excuse,  when  you  consider  that  I  can  be  actu- 
ated by  no  other  motive  than  a  zeal  for  the  public  service ; 
and  that  if,  after  aU,  you  determine  that  the  measure  shall  be 
insisted  on,  it  will  be  only  the  loss  of  six,  or  at  most  eight 
days  in  proposing  it.  But  in  the  last  event,  I  earnestly  en- 
treat your  orders  may  be  explicit  and  positive,  that  I  may 
clearly  know  what  lengths  you  would  wish  me  to  proceed 
in  carrying  them  into  execution.  I  again  declare  it  is  my 
firm  belief, — and  assure  yourself,  my  dear  Mr.  Hastings,  I  am 
not  influenced  in  this  declaration  by  any  considerations  but 
my  public  duty  and  my  personal  attachment  to  you, — that  the 
enforcing  the  measure  you  have  proposed  would  be  productive 
of  an  open  rupture  between  us  and  the  Nabob ;  nay,  that  the 
first  necessary  step  towards  carrying  it  into  eflfect  must  be^ 
on  our  part,  a  declaration  of  hostility." 

Tour  lordships  have  now  before  your  eyes  proofs,  furnished 
by  Mr.  Hastings  himself,  from  his  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Middleton,  irrefragable  proofs  that, this  Nabob,  who  is  stated 
to  have  made  the  proposition  himself,  was  dragged  to  the  sig- 
nature of  it ;  and  that  the  troops  which  are  supposed,  and 
fraudulently  stated  (and  I  wish  your  lordships  particularly  to 
observe  this),  to  have.been  sent  to  assist  him  in  this  measure, 
were  considered  by  him  as  a  body  of  troops  sent  to  imprison 
him,  and  to  free  him  from  aU.  the  troubles  and  pams  of  go- 
vernment. 

"When  Mr.  Hastings  sent  the  troops  for  the  purpose,  as  he 
pretended,  of  assisting  the  Nabob  in  the  execution  of  a  mea- 
sure which  was  really  adopted  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
wishes  of  that  prince,  what  other  conclusion  could  be  drawn 
but  that  they  were  sent  to  overawe,  not  to  assist  him.  The 
march  of  alien  troops  into  a  country,  upon  that  occasion, 
could  have  no  object  but  hostility ;  they  could  have  been 
sent  with  no  other  design  but  that  of  bringing,  disgrace  upon 
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tbe  Nabob  by  making  him  the  instrument  of  his  family's 
ruin,  and  of  the  destruction  of  his  nobility.  Your  lordships, 
therefore,  will  not  wonder  that  this  miserable  man  should 
have  sunk  into  despair,  and  that  he  should  have  felt  the 
weight  of  his  oppression  doubly  aggravated  by  its  coming 
from  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Hastings,  and  by  its  being  enforced 
by  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Middleton. 

And  here  I  must  press  one  observation  upon  your  lordships, 
— I  do  not  know  a  greater  insult  that  can  be  offered  to  a 
man  bom  to  command,  than  to  find  himself  made  the  tool 
of  a  set  of  obscure  men  come  from  an  unknown  country, 
without  anything  to  distinguish  them  but  an  usin^ed  power. 
Never  shaJl  I,  out  of  compliment  to  any  persons,  because 
they  happen  to  be  my  own  countrymen,  £sguise  my  feelings 
or  renounce  the  dictates  of  nature  and  of  humanity.  If  we 
send  out  obscure  people,  unknowing  and  unknown,  to  exer- 
cise such  acts  as  these,  I  must  say  it  is  a  bitter  aggravation 
of  the  victim's  suffering.  Oppression  and  robbery  are  at  all 
times  evils,  but  they  are  more  bearable  when  exercised  by 
persons  whom  we  have  been  habituated  to  regard  with  awe, 
and  to  whom  mankind  for  ages  have  been  accustomed  to  bow. 

Now,  does  the  history  oi  tyranny  furnish — does  the  his- 
tory of  popular  violence  deposing  kings  furnish  anything  like 
the  dreadful  deposition  of  this  prince,  and  the  cruel  and 
abominable  tyranny  that  has  been  exercised  over  him  ?  Con- 
sider too,  my  lords,  for  what  object  all  this  was  done.  Was 
Mr.  Hastings  endeavouring,  by  nis  arbitrary  interference  and 
the  use  of  his  superior  power,  to  screen  a  people  from  the 
usurpation  and  power  of  a  tyrant ;  from  any  strong  and  vio- 
lent acts  against  property,  against  dignity,  against  nobility, 
against  the  freedom  of  his  people  ?  No :  you  see  here  a 
monarch  deposed  in  effect  by  persons  pretending  to  be  his 
allies ;  and  assigning  what  are  pretended  to  be  his  wishes,  as 
the  motive  for  using  his  usurped  authority  in  the  execution 
of  these  acts  of  violence  against  his  own  family  and  his  sub- 
jects. You  see  him  struggling  'against  this  violent  prosti- 
tution of  his  authority.  He  refuses  the  sanction  of  his  name, 
which  before  he  had  given  up  to  Mr.  Hastings  to  be  used 
as  he  pleased,  and  only  begs  not  to  be  made  an  instrument 
of  wrong  which  his  soul  abhors,  and  which  would  make  him 
infiunous  throughout  the  world.     Mr.  Middleton,  however. 
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assumes  the  sovereignty  of  the  country.  I,  he  says,  am 
Nabob  of  Oude :  the  jaghires  shall  be  confiscated ;  I  have 
given  my  orders,  and  they  shall  be  supported  by  a  military  force. 

I  am  ashamed  to  have  so  far  distrusted  your  lordships'  hon- 
ourable and  generous  feelings,  as  to  have  o^red  you  upon 
this  occasion  any  remarks  which  you  must  have  run  before 
me  in  making.  Those  feelings  which  you  have  and  ought 
to  have, — feelmss  bom  in  the  breasts  of  all  men,  and  much 
more  in  men  of  your  lordships*  elevated  rank, — ^render  my 
remarks  unnecessary.  I  need  not,  therefore,  ask  what  you 
feel,  when  a  foreign  resident,  at  a  prince's  court,  takes  up<»i 
himself  to  force  that  prince  to  act  the  part  of  a  tyrant,  and, 
upon  his  resistance,  openly  and  avowedly  assumes  the  8ove« 
reignty  of  the  country,  x  ou  have  it  in  proof  that  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton  did  this.  He  not  only  put  his  own  name  to  the  orders 
for  this  horrible  confiscation,  but  he  actually  proceeded  to 
dispossess  the  jaghirdars  of  their  lands,  and  to  send  them  out 
of  the  country.  And  whom  does  he  send  in  the  place  of 
this  plimdered  body  of  nobility,  to  take  possession  of  the 
countrjr  ?  Why  the  usurers  of  Benares.  Yes,  my  lords,  he 
immediately  mortgages  the  whole  country  to  the  usurers  of 
Benares,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money  upon  it ;  giving  it 
up  to  those  blood-6u^ers,di8posseMed  of  that  nobility  whose 
interest,  whose  duty,  whose  feelings,  and  whose  habits  made 
them  the  natural  protectors  of  the  people. 

My  lords,  we  here  see  a  body  of  usurers  put  into  possession 
of  all  the  estates  of  the  nobility ;  let  us  now  see  if  this  aet 
was  necessary,  even  for  the  avowed  purposes  of  its  agents— « 


the  relief  of  the  Nabob's  financial  difficulties,  and  the  pay^ 
ment  of  his  debts  to  the  Company.  Mr.  Middleton  has  told 
your  lordships  that  these  jaghires  would  pay  the  Oompaoiy's 
debt  completely  in  two  years.  Then,  would  it  not  have  been 
better  to  have  left  these  estates  in  the  hands  of  their  owners, 
and  to  have  oppressed  them  in  some  moderate,  decent  way  ? 
Might  they  not  have  left  the  jaghirdars  to  raise  the  sums  re- 
quired by  some  settlement  with  the  bankers  of  Benares, 
m  which  the  repajrment  of  the  money,  within  five  or  «x 
years,  might  have  been  secured,  .and  t^e  jaghirdars  have  had 
in  the  mean  time  something  to  subsist  upon  f  O  no ;  these 
victims  must  have  nothing  to  live  upon.  Thej  must  be 
turned  out.    And  why  ?    Mr.  Hastings  commands  it. — Here 
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I  must  come  in  aid  of  Mr.  Middleton  a  little ;  for  one  camiot 
but  pity  the  miserable  instruments  that  have  to  act  under 
Mr.  Hastings.  I  do  not  mean  to  apologize  for  Mr.  Middleton, 
but  to  pity  the  situation  of  persons  who,  being  servants  of 
the  Company,  were  converted  by  the  usurpation  of  this  man 
into  his  subjects  and  his  slaves.  The  mind  of  Mr.  Middleton 
revolts.  Tou  see  him  reluctant  to  proceed.  The  Nabob  begs 
a  respite.  You  find  in  the  resident  a  willingness  to  comply. 
Even  Mr.  Middleton  is  placable.  Mr.  Hastings  alone  is  ob- 
durate. His  resolution  to  rob  and  to  destroy  was  not  to  be 
moved,  and  the  estates  of  the  whole  Mahomedan  nobility  of 
a  great  kingdom  were  confiscated  in  a  moipent.  Your  lord- 
ships will  observe  that  his  orders  to  Mr.  Middleton  allow  no 
forbearance.     He  writes  thus  to  him : 

"  Sir, — My  mind  has  been  for  some  days  suspended  be- 
tween two  opposite  impulses ;  one  arising  from  the  necessity 
of  my  return  to  Calcutta ;  the  other,  irom  the  apprehension 
of  my  presence  being  more  necessary  and  more  urgently  wanted 
at  Lucknow.     Your  answer  to  this  shall  decide  my  choice. 

"  I  have  waited  thus  long,  in  the  hopes  of  hearing  that 
some  progress  had  been  made  in  the  execution  of  the  plan 
which  I  concluded  with  the  Nabob  in  September  last.  I  do 
not  &id  that  any  step  towards  it  has  been  yet  taken,  though 
three  months  are  els^sed,  and  little  more  than  that  period  did 
«m>eaa?  to  me  requisite  to  have  accomplished  the  most  essen- 
tial parts  of  it,  and  to  have  brought  the  whole  into  train. 
Tim  tardii^ss,  and  the  opposition  prepared  to  the  only  de- 
eded act  vet  undertaken,  have  a  bad  appearance.  I  approve 
the  Nabob's  resolutions  to  deprive  the  Begums  of  their  ill- 
employed  treasures.  In  both  services,  it  must  be  your  care 
to  prevent  an  abuse  of  the  powers  given  to  those  that  are 
employed  in  them.  You  yourself  ought  to  be  personally 
present.  You  must  not  allow  any  negotiation  or  forbearance, 
but  must  prosecute  both  services,  until  the  Begums  are  at  the 
entire  mercy  of  the  Nabob,  their  jaghires  in  the  quiet  posses- 
sion oi  his  aumils,  and  their  wealth  in  such  charge  as  may 
aecure  it  against  private  embezzlement.  You  will  have  a 
^ENTce  more  than  sufficient  to  e£Eect  both  these  purposes. 

"  The  reformadoot  of  has  army,  and  the  new  settlemaat  of 
his  revenues,  are  also  points  of  immediate  concern,  imd  ought  to 
be  immediately  concluded.  Has  anything  been  done  in  either  ? 
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"  I  now  demand  and  require  you  most  solemnly  to  answer 
me.  Are  you  confident  in  your  own  ability  to  accomplish  idl 
these  purposes,  and  the  other  points  of  my  instructions  ? 
If  you  reply  that  you  are,  I  will  depart  with  a  quiet  and 
assured  mind  to  the  presidency,  but  leave  you  a  dreadful 
responsibility  if  you  disappoint  me.  Kyou  tell  me  that  you 
cannot  rely  upon  your  power,  and  the  other  means  which 
you  possess  for  performmg  these  services,  I  will  free  you 
from  the  charge.  I  will  proceed  myself  to  Lucknow,  and  I 
will  myself  undertake  them  ;  and  in  that  case,  I  desire  that 
you  will  immediately  order  bearers  to  be  stationed,  for  mysetf 
and  two  other  gentlemen,  between  Lucknow  and  lUahabad, 
and  I  will  set  out  from  hence  in  three  days  after  the  receipt 
of  your  letter. 

"  I  am  sorry  that  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  writing  in  this 
pressing  manner.  I  trust  implicitly  to  your  integrity.  I  am 
certain  of  your  attachment  to  myself,  and  I  know  that  your 
capacity  is  equal  to  any  service;  but  I  must  express  my 
doubts  of  your  firmness  and  activity,  and  above  aU  of  your 
recollection  of  my  instructions,  and  of  their  importance.  My 
conduct  in  the  late  arrangements  wiU  be  arraigned  with  all 
the  rancour  of  disappointed  rapacity,  and  my  reputation  and 
influence  will  suffer  a  mortal  wound  from  the  fiiilure  of  th^n  ; 
they  have  already  failed  in  a  degree,  since  no  part  of  them 
has  yet  taken  place,  but  the  removal  of  our  forces  from  the 
Douab  and  Bohilcund,  and  of  the  British  officers  and  pen- 
sioners from  the  service  of  the  Nabob,  and  the  expenses  of  the 
former  thrown  without  any  compensation  on  the  Company. 

"  I  expect  a  supply  of  money  equal  to  the  discharge  of  all 
the  Nabob's  arrears,  and  am  much  disappointed  and  mortified 
that  I  am  not  now  able  to  return  with  it. 

*'  G-ive  me  an  immediate  answer  to  thiB  question  which  I 
have  herein  proposed,  that  I  may  lose  no  more  time  in  fruit- 
less inaction.'' 

About  this  time  Mr.  Hastings  had  received  information  of 
our  inquiries  in  the  House  of  Commons  into  his  conduct ; 
and  this  is  the  manner  in  which  he  prepares  to  meet  them. 
I  must  get  money.  I  must  carry  with  me  that  great  excuse 
for  eveiything,  that  salve  for  every  sore,  that  expiation  for 
every  crime ;  let  me  provide  that,  all  is  welL     You,  Mr.  Mid- 
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dletcm,  try  your  nerves ;  are  you  equal  to  these  services  ?  ex- 
amine yourself;  see  what  is  in  you ;  are  you  man  enough  to 
come  up  to  it  ?  says  the  great  robber  to  the  little  robber — says 
Boland  the  great  to  his  puny  accomplice— are  you  equal  to 
it  ?  Do  you  feel  yourself  a  man  ?  If  not,  send  messengers 
and  dawks  to  me,  and  I,  the  great  master  tyrant,  will  come 
myself  and  put  to  shame  all  the  paltry,  delegate  tools  of 
despotism,  that  have  not  edge  enough  to  cut  their  way 
through,  and  do  the  services  I  have  ordaiQed  for  them. 

I  have  already  stated  to  your  lordships  his  reason  and  mo- 
tiyes  for  this  violence,  and  they  are  such  as  aggravated  his 
crime  by  attempting  to  implicate  his  country  in  it.  He  says 
he  was  a&aid  to  go  home  without  having  provided  for  the 
payment  of  the  Nabob's  debt.  Afraid  of  what  ?  Was  he 
afiraid  of  coming  before  a  British  tribunal,  and  saying, — 
through  justice,  through  a  regard  for  the  rights  of  an  aUied 
sovereign,  through  a  regard  to  the  rights  of  his  people,  I  have 
not  got  so  much  as  I  expected  P  Of  this  no  man  could  be 
afraid.  The  prisoner's  fear  had  another  origin.  I  have  failed. 
Bays  he  to  himself,  in  my  first  project.  I  went  to  Benares  to 
rob  ;  I  have  lost  by  my  violence  the  fruits  of  that  robbery ; 
I  must  set  the  money  somewhere,  or  I  dare  not  appear  before 
a  Briti^  House  of  Commons,  a  British  House  of  Lords, 
or  any  other  tribunal  in  the  kingdom ;  but  let  me  get  money 
enough,  and  they  won't  care  how  I  get  it.  The  estates  of 
whole  bodies  of  nobility  may  be  confiscated.  A  people  who 
had  lived  under  their  protection  may  be  given  up  into  the 
hands  of  foreign  usurers;  they  wOl  care  for  none  of  these  things. 
They  will  sufier  me  to  do  all  this,  and  to  employ  in  it  the 
f(»oe  of  British  troops,  whom  I  have  described  as  a  set  of 
robbers,  provided  I  can  get  money.  These  were  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's views ;  and  in  accordance  with  them,  the  iaghires  were 
aU  confiscated,  the  jaghirdars  with  their  families  were  all 
turned  out,  the  possessions  delivered  up  to  the  usurer,  in 
order,  that  Mr.  Hastings  might  have  the  excuse  of  money  to 
plead  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  afterwards 
at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords.  If  your  lordships,  in 
your  sacred  character  of  the  first  tribunal  in  the  world, 
should,  by  your  judgment,  justify  those  proceedings,  you 
will  sanction  the  greatest  wrongs  that  have  oeen  ever  known 
in  history. 

VOL.  vin.  V 
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But  to  proceed.  The  next  thing  to  be  asked  is,  Were  the 
promised  pensions  giyen  to  the  ji^hirdars  ?  I  suppose  your 
lordships  are  not  idle  enough  to  put  that  question  to  us. — No 
comp^isation,  no  consideration  was  given  or  stipulated  for 
ihem.  If  there  had  been  any  such  tlung,  the  prisoner  could 
haye  proved  it.  He  would  have  proved  it.  The  means  w^*d 
easy  to  him ;  but  we  have  saved  him  the  trouble  of  the  at* 
tempt.  We  have  proved  the  contrary,  Mid,  if  called  upon^  we 
will  show  you  the  place  where  this  is  proved. 

I  have  now  shown  your  lordships  how  Mr.  Hastings,  having 
inth  such  violent  and  atrocious  circumstances  usurped  the 
government  of  Oude  (I  hope  I  need  not  use  any  fixrther 
proof  that  the  Nabob  was  in  effect  non-existent  in  the  coun^ 
try),  treated  all  the  landed  property ;  the  next  question  will 
be.  How  has  he  treated  whatever  monied  property  was  leffc 
in  the  country?  My  lords,  he  looked  over  that  iiimiense 
waste  of  his  own  creating,  not  as  Satan  viewed  the  kingdoms 
of  the  world  and  saw  the  power  and  glory  of  thetn ;  but  he 
looked  over  the  waste  of  Oude,  with  a  diabolical  nudkse 
which  one  could  hardly  suppose  existed  in  the  prototype  him-> 
self.  He  saw  nowhere  tkbpve  ground  cme  single  shillix^ 
that  he  could  attach ;  no,  not  one ;  every  place  had  been 
ravaged ;  no  money  remained  in  sight ;  but  possibly  some 
might  be  buried  in  vaults,  hid  &om  the  gripe  of  tyranny  and 
rapacity.  It  must  be  so,  says  he ;  where  can  I  find  it  F  how 
can  I  get  at  it  P  There  is  one  illustrious  flEunily  that  is 
thought  to  have  accumulated  a  vast  body  of  treasures  through 
a  course  of  three  or  four  successive  reigns.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear openly ;  but  we  have  good  information  that  very  great 
sums  of  money  are  bricked  up  and  kept  in  vaults  imd^ 
ground,  and  secured  under  the  guard  and  within  the  walls  of 
a  fortress,  the  residence  of  the  females  of  the  family,— a 
guard,  as  your  Tordships  know,  rendered  doubly  and  trebly 
secure  by  the  manners  of  the  country,  which  make  every* 
thing  that  is  in  the  hands  of  women  sacred.  It  is  said  that 
nothing  is  proof  against  gold ;  that  the  strongest  tower  will 
hot  be  impregnable  if  Jupiter  makes  love  in  a  golden  shower^ 
This  Jupiter  commences  making  loye,  but  he  does  not^  come 
to  the  ladies  with  gold  for  their  persons,  he  comes  to  th«r 
persons  for  their  gdd.  This  impetuous  lover,  Mr.  Hastings 
who  is  not  to  be  stayed  from  the  objects  of  his  passion^ 
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utmld  annihilate  spaoe  and  time  between  him  and  his  beloved 
object,  the  jaghires  of  these  ladies. 

Your  lordships  hare  already  had  a  peep  behind  the  curtain, 
in  the  first  orders  sent  to  Mr.  MidcQeton.  In  the  treaty  of 
Chunar  you  see  a  desire,  obliquely  expressed,  to  get  the 
knded  estates  of  all  these  great  families.  But  even  while 
he  was  meeting  with  such  rduetance  in  the  Nabob  upon  this 
point,  ,and  though  he  also  met  with  some  resistance  upon  the 
part  eyen  of  Mr.  Middleton,  Mr.  Hastings  appears  to  have 
given  him  in  charge  some  other  still  more  obnoxious  and 
dreadful  acts.  "  Whjle  I  was  meditating,"  says  Mr.  Middle- 
ton  in  one  of  his  letters  upon  this  [the  resumption  of  the 
jaghires],  "your  orders  came  to  me  through  Sir  Elijah  Impey." 
'VHiat  these  orders  were  is  left  obscure  in  the  letter :  it  is 
yet  but  as  in  a  mist  or  cloud.  But  it  is  evident  that  Sir 
Elijah  Impey  did  convey  to  him  spme  project  for  getting  at 
moare  wealth  by  some  other  service,  which  was  not  to  super- 
sede the  first,  but  to  be  concurrent  with  that  upon  which  Mr. 
Hastings  had  before  given  him  such  dreadful  charges,  and 
had  loaded  him  with  such  horrible  responsibility.  It  could 
not  have  been  anything  but  the  seizure  of  the  Begum's  trea- 
sures. He  thus  goaded  on  two  reluctant  victims,  first  the 
reLuctant  Nabob,  then  the  reluctant  Mr.  Middleton,  forcing 
them  with  the  bayonet  behind  them„  and  urging  on  the 
former,  as  at  last  appears,  to  violate  the  sanctity  of  his  mo- 
ther's house. 

Tour  lordships  have  been  already  told  by  one  of  my  able 
fellow-managers,  that  Sir  Elijah  Impey  is  the  person  who 
carried  up  the  message  alluded  to  in  Mr.  Middleton's  letter ; 
we  have  charged  it  as  an  aggravation  of  the  offences  of  the 
{nrisoner  at  your  bar,  that  the  chief  justice,  who  by  the  sacked 
imture  of  his  office,  and  by  the  express  provisions  of  the  act 
of  parliament,  under  which  he  was  sent  out  to  India  to  redress 
the  wrongs  of  the  natives,  should  be  made  an  instrument  for 
destroying  the  property,  real  and  person^,  of  this  people. 
When  it  first  came  to  our  knowledge  that  all  this  private 
intrigue  for  the  destruction  of  these  nigh  women  was  carried 
on  through  the  intrigue  of  a  chief  justice,  we  felt  such  shame 
Mid  such  horror  both  for  the  instrument  and  the  principal,  as 
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1  think  it  impossible  to  describe,  or  for  anytbing  but  complete 
and  perfect  silence  to  express. 

But  by  Sir  Elijah  Impey  was  that  order  carried  up  to  seize 
and  connscate  the  treasures  of  the  Begums.  We  ^ow  tliat 
neither  the  Company  nor  the  Nabob  had  any  claim  whatever 
upon  these  treasures.  On  the  contrary,  we  know  that  two 
treaties  had  been  made  for  the  protection  of  them.  We  know 
that  the  Nabob,  while  he  was  contesting  about  some  elephan1» 
and  carriages,  and  some  other  things  that  he  said  were  m 
the  hands  of  their  steward,  did  allow  that  the  treasures  in 
the  custody  of  his  grandmother  and  of  his  mother's  principal 
servants,  were  their  property.  This  is  the  Nabob  who  is  now 
represented  by  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  counsel  to  have  become 
the  instrument  of  destroymg  his  mother  and  grandmother, 
and  everything  else  that  ought  to  be  dear  to  mankind 
throughout  the  whole  train  of  his  family. 

Mr.  Hastings,  having  resolved  to  seize  upon  the  treasures 
of  the  begums,  is  at  a  loss  for  some  pretence  of  justifying  the 
act.  His  firdt  justification  of  it  is  on  grounds  which  all 
tyrants  have  ready  at  their  hands.  He  begins  to  discover  a 
legal  title  to  that  of  which  he  wished  to  be  the  possessor ; 
and  on  this  title  sets  up  a  claim  to  these  treasures.  I  say 
Mr.  Hastings  set  up  this  claim,  because  by  this  time  I  sup- 
pose your  lordships  will  not  bear  to  hear  the  Nabob's  name 
on  such  an  occasion.  The  prisoner  pretended  that  by  the 
Mahomedan  law  these  goods  did  belong  to  the  Nabob  ;  but 
whether  they  did  or  did  not,  he  had  himself  been  an  active 
instrument  in  the  treaiy  for  securing  their  possession  to  the 
Begums ;  a  security  wluch  he  attempts  to  unlock  by  his  con- 
structions of  the  Mahomedan  law.  Having  set  up  this  title, 
the  guarantee  still  remained,  and  how  is  he  to  get  rid  of  that  ? 
In  lus  usual  way.  Tou  have  rebelled ;  you  have  taken  up 
arms  against  your  own  son  (for  that  is  the  pretext),  and 
therefore  my  guarantee  is  gone,  and  your  goods,  whether  you 
have  a  title  to  them  or  not,  are  to  be  con&cated  for  your  re- 
bellion ;  this  is  his  second  expedient  by  way  of  justification. 

Your  lordships  will  observe  the  strange  situation  in  which 
we  are  here  placed.  If  the  fact  of  the  rebellion  can  be  proved, 
the  discussion  of  the  title  to  the  property  in  question  will  be 
totally  useless ;  for  if  the  ladies  had  actually  taken  up  arms 
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to  out  Hie  Nabob's  throat,  it  would  require  no  person  to 
come  from  the  dead  to  prove  to  us  that  the  Nabob,  but  not 
Mr.  Hastings,  had  a  right  for  his  own  security  and  for  his 
ewn  indemnification  to  take  those  treasures,  which,  whether 
they  belonged  to  him  or  not,  were  employed  in  hostilities 
against  him.  The  law  of  self-defence  is  above  every  other 
law ;  and  if  any  persons  draw  the  sword  against  you,  violence 
on  your  part  is  justified,  and  you  may  use  your  sword  to  take 
itom  them  that  property  by  which  they  nave  been  enabled 
to  draw  their  sword  against  you. 

But  the  prisoner's  counsel  do  not  trust  to  this  justifica- 
tion ;— they  set  up  a  title  of  right  to  these  treasures ;  but 
how  entirely  they  nave  failed  in  their  attempts  to  substantiate 
eitiier  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  his  alleged  justifications, 
your  lordships  will  now  judge.  And  first  with  regard  to  the 
title ;  the  treasure,  they  say,  belonged  to  the  state.  The 
grandmother  and  mother  have  robbed  the  son,  and  kept  him 
oat  of  his  rightful  inheritance.  Th^  then  produce  the 
Hedaia  to  show  you  what  proportion  of  the  goods  of  a  Mus- 
sulman when  he  dies  goes  to  his  funily,  and  here  certainly 
there  is  a  question  of  mw  to  be  tried ;  but  Mr.  Hastings  is  a 
great  eccentric  genius,  and  has  a  course  of  proceeding  of  his 
own ;  he  first  seizes  upon  the  property,  and  then  produces 
some  Mahomedan  writers  to  prove  that  it  did  not  belong  to 
the  persons  who  were  in  possession  of  it.  You  would  natur- 
ally eroect  that  when  he  was  going  to  seize  upon  those 
^ods,  he  would  have  consulted  his  diief  justice,  for  as  Sir 
Hijah  Impey  went  with  him,  he  might  have  consulted  him ; 
and  have  tnus  learnt  what  was  the  Mahomedan  law.  For 
though  Sir  Elijah  had  not  taken  his  degree  at  a  Mahomedan 
college,  though  he  was  not  a  mufti  or  a  molavie,  yet  he  had 
always  muftis  and  molavies  near  him,  and  he  might  have 
consulted  them.  But  Mr.  Hastings  does  not  even  pretend 
that  such  consultations  or  conferences  were  ever  had.  K  he 
ever  consulted  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  where  is  the  report  of  the 
case,  when  were  the  parties  before  him  ?  Where  are  the 
(minions  of  the  molavies  ?  Where  is  the  judgment  of  the 
cnief  justice  ?  Was  he  fit  for  nothing  but  to  be  employed 
as  a  messenger,  as  a  common  tipstaff?  Was  he  not  fit  to  try 
these  rights,  or  to  decide  upon  them  ?  He  has  told  you  here 
indeed  negatively,  tiiat  he  did  not  know  any  title  Mr.  Hast- 
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ings  had  to  seize  upon  the  propertj  of  the  Begums,  exoepf 
upon  his  hypothesis  c^  the  rebellion.  He  was  asked,  if  he 
knew  any  other.  He  answered  no.  It  consequently  appears, 
that  Mr.  Hastings,  though  he  had  before  him  his  doctors  of 
all  laws,  who  could  unravel  for  him  all  the  enigmas  of  all 
the  laws  in  the  world,  and  who  had  himself  s^one  upon 
questions  of  Mahomedan  law,  in  the  case  of  the  Nudea 
Begum ;  did  not  dare  to  put  this  case  to  Sir  Elijah  Impey, 
and  ask  what  was  his  opinion  concerning  the  rights  of  these 
people ;  he  was  tender,  I  suppose,  of  ihe  reputation  of  the 
ohief  justice.  For  Sir  Elijah  Impenr,  though  a  very  good 
man  to  write  a  letter,  or  take  an  affidavit  in  a  corner,  or  run 
on  a  message,  to  do  the  business  of  an  under-sheriff,  tipstaff, 
or  bum-baiUff,  was  not  fit  to  give  an  opinion  on  a  question  of 
Mahomedan  law. 

You  have  heard  Ali  Ibrahim  Khin  referred  to;  this 
Mahomedan  lawyer  was  carried  by  Mr.  Hastings  up  to  Ber 
nares,  to  be  a  witness  of  the  vast  good  he  had  done  in  that 
province,  and  was  made  chief  justice  there.  All,  indeed,  that 
we  know  of  him,  except  the  high  character  giv«i  of  him  by 
Mr.  Hastings,  is,  I  believe,  that  he  is  the  Ali  Ibrahim  Kh^ 
whom  in  the  Company's  records  I  find  mentioned  as  a  perscm 
giving  bribes  upon  some  former  occasion  to  Mr.  Hastings ; 
but  ^atever  he  was  besides,  he  was  a  doctor  of  the  Mahomed- 
an law,  he  was  a  mufid,  and  was  made  by  Mr.  Hastings  the 
principal  judge  in  a  criminal  court,  exercising  (as  I  believe) 
likewise  a  considerable  civil  jurisdiction,  and  therefore  he 
was  qualified  as  a  lawyer ;  and  Mr.  Hastings  cannot  object 
to  his  qualifications  either  of  integrity  or  of  knowledge. 
IMu  man  was  with  him.  Why  did  not  he  consult  him  upon 
this  law  ?  Why  did  he  not  make  him  out  a  case  of  John 
Doe  and  Eicham  Eoe,  of  John  Stokes  and  John  a  Nokes  ? 
Why  not  say  Sinub  possesses  such  things,  under  such  and 
such  circumstances,  give  me  your  opinion  upon  the  legality 
of  the  possession.     No ;  he  did  no  such  thing. 

Your  lor^hips,  I  am  sure,  will  think  it  a  little  extraordi- 
nary, that  neither  this  chief  justice  made  by  himself,  nor  that 
other  chief  justice  whom  he  led  about  with  him  in  a  string; 
the  one  an  Ibglish  chief  justice,  with  a  Mahomedan  suite 
in  his  court ;  tiie  other  a  Mahomedan  chief  justice  of  the 
country ;  that  aeither  of  them  was  consulted  as  lawyers  by 
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the  pisoiier.  Both  of  tbem  wer^  indeed  otherwise  employe^ 
by  Wm.  Fop  we  find  AJi  Ibrahim  £Mn  employed  in  the 
mme  subservi^it  capacity  in  which  Sir  Elijah  impey  was ; 
in  order,  I  suppose,  to  keep  the  law  of  England  and  the  law 
of  Mahomet  upon  a  just  par ;  for  upon  this  equality  Mr. 
Hastings  always  values  himself.  Neith^  of  these  two  chief 
justices,  I  say,  was  ever  consulted,  nor  one  opinion  taken ; 
out  they  were  both  employed  in  the  correspondence  and 
private  execution  of  this  abominable  project,  when  the  pri- 
soner himself  h^  not  either  leisure  or  perhaps  courage  to 
give  his  public  order  in  it  till  things  ^ot  to  greater  ripeness. 

To  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  indeed,  he  did  put  a  question ;  and, 
iipKm  my  word,  it  did  not  require  an  (Edipus  or  &  Sphinx  to 
aii9wer  it.  Says  he,  I  asked  Sir  Elijah  Impey — ^What  ?  a 
question  on  the  title  between  the  Nabob  and  his  mother  f 
Ko  such  thing.  He  puts  an  hypothetical  question.  Sup- 
posing, says  he,  a  rebeUion  to  exist  in  that  country ;  will  the 
Nabob  be  justified  in  seizing  the  goods  of  the  rebels  P  That 
is  a  (question  decided  in  a  moment ;  and  I  must  have  a  malice 
to  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  of  which  I  am  incapable,  tp  deny  the 
propriety  of  his  answer.  But  observe,  I  pray  you,  pay  lords, 
th^re  is  soi^ething  peculiarly  good  and  correct  in  it ;  he  does 
not  take  upon  him  to  say  one  word  of  the  actual  exist^ce  of- 
a  rebellion,  though  he  wax  at  the  time  i^  the  country,  and  if 
^re  had  been  any,  h^  must  have  })een  a  witness  to  it ;  but 
BO  chajste  was  his  character  as  a  judge,  that  he  would  not 
touch  upon  the  juries'  office.  I  am  chief  justice  here,  savs 
he,  though  a  little  wandering  out  of  my  orbit ;  yet  stiU  tne 
sacred  office  of  justice  is  in  me.  Do  you  take  upon  you  the 
&ct ;  I  find  the  law.  Were  it  not  for  this  sacred  attention 
to  separate  jurisdictions,  be  might  have  been  a  tolerable  juc^ 
(»f  the  &ct.  Just  as  good  a  judge  as  Mr.  Hastings;  for 
jmther  of  them  knew  it  any  other  way,  »»  it  appears  after* 
wards,  but  by  rumour  and  reports; — ^reports,  I  believe,  of 
Mr.  Hastings's  owb  raising ;  for  I  do  not  mow  tha|;  Sir  BHjah 
Jmjoej  had  anything  to  do  with  them. 

!But  to  proceed.  With  regard  to  the  title  of  these  ladies, 
according  to  the  Mahomedwi  law ; — ^you  have  nothing  laid 
l>efore  vou  by  the  prisoner's  counsel,  but  a  quotation  cut  out 
with  the  scissors  from  a  Mahomedan  law  boolfc  (which  I 
tmaipeet  very  mudi  the  learned  gentlenjwen  have  never  r6ad 
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througb),  declaring  how  a  Mahomedan's  effects  are  to  be  dis- 
tributed. But  Mr,  Hastings  could  not,  at  the  time,  have 
cGoisulted  that  learned  counsel  who  now  defends  him  upoa 
the  principles  of  the  Hedaia,  the  Hedaia  not  having  Deem 
then  published  in  English ;  and  I  will  venture  to  say,  that 
neither  Sir  Elijah  Impej,  nor  Ali  Ibrahim  Kh^  nor  aaj 
other  person,  hi^h  or  low,  in  India,  ever  suggested  this  de- 
fence ;  and  that  it  was  never  thought  of,  till  latelj  found  bj 
the  leataaed  counsel  in  the  English  translation  of  the  Hedaia. 
Gk)d  bless  me !  now  says  Mr.  Hastings.  What  ignorante 
have  I  been  in  all  this  time !  I  thought  I  was  seizing  this 
unjustly,  and  that  the  pretence  of  rebellion  was  necessary; 
but  my  counsel  have  found  out  a  book,  since  published,  and 
from  it  they  produce  the  law  upon  that  subiect,  and  show 
that  the  l^bob  had  a  right  to  seize  upon  the  treasures  of 
his  mother.  But  are  your  lordships  so  ignorant — your  lord- 
ships are  not  ignorant  of  anything, — ^are  anv  men  so  ignorant 
as  not  to  know,  that  in  every  country  the  common  law  of 
distribution  of  the  estate  of  an  intestate  amongst  private  in- 
dividuals is  no  rule  with  regard  to  the  family  arrangementa 
of  great  princes.  Is  any  one  ignorant,  that,  from  the  days 
of  the  first  origin  of  the  rersian  monarchy,  the  laws  of  which 
have  become  rules  ever  since  for  almost  all  the  monarchs  of 
the  East,  the  wives  of  great  men  have  had,  independent  of 
the  common  distribution  of  their  goods,  great  sums  of  money 
and  great  estates  in  land,  one  for  their  girdle,  one  for  their 
veil,  and  so  on,  going  through  the  rest  of  their  ornaments 
and  attire ;  and  that  they  held  great  estates  and  other  effects, 
over  which  the  reigning  monarch  or  his  successor  had  no 
control  whatever.  Indeed,  my  lords,  a  more  curious  and 
extraordinary  species  of  trial  than  this  of  a  question  of  right 
never  was  heard  of  since  the  world  began.  Mr.  Hastings 
begins  with  seizing  the  goods  of  the  !Btegums  at  !Fyzaba3, 
nine  thousand  miles  from  you,  and  fourteen  years  after  tries 
the  title  in  an  English  court,  without  having  one  person  to 
appear  for  these  miserable  ladies.  I  trust  you  will  not  suffer 
this  mockery.  I  hope  this  last  and  ultimate  shame  will  be 
spared  us :  for,  I  declare  to  God,  that  the  defence  and  the 
principles  of  it  appear  to  me  ten  thousand  times  worse  than 
the  act  itself. 

Now,  my  lords,  this  criminal,  through  his  counsel,  choosoa 
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with  their  usual  flippancy  to  say,  that  the  Commons  have 
been  cautious  in  stating  this  part  of  the  charge,  knowing  that 
they  were  on  tender  ground,  and  therefore. did  not  renture 
io  saj  enUUed,  but  possessed  of  only.  A  notable  discovery 
indeed !  We  are  as  £ur  from  being  taken  in  by  such  miser- 
able distinctions  as  we  are  incapable  of  making  them.  We 
certainly  have  not  said  that  the  JBegums  were  entitled  to,  but 
only  that  they  were  possessed  of,  certain  property.  And  we 
have  so  said  because  we  were  not  competent  to  decide  upon 
i^^  title ;  because  your  lordships  are  not  competent  to  de- 
cide upon  their  title;  because  no  part  of  this  tribunal  is 
ocmipetent  to  decide  upon  their  title.  You  have  not  the 
parties  before  you ;  you  have  not  the  cause  before  you,  but 
are  getting  it  by  oblique,  improper,  and  indecent  means.  You 
ne  not  a  court  of  justice  to  try  that  question.  The  parties 
iie  at  a  distance  from  you.  They  are  neither  present  them- 
aelveSy  nor  represented  by  any  counsel,  advocate,  or  attorney : 
and  I  hope  no  House  of  Lords  will  ever  judge  and  decide 
iip<»i  the  title  of  any  human  being,  much  less  upon  the  title 
01  the  first  women  in  Asia,  sequestered,  shut  up  from  you,  at 
nine  thousand  miles  distance. 

I  believe,  my  lords,  that  the  Emperor  of  Hindostan  liti^e 
tiiought,  while  Delhi  stood,  that  an  English  subject  of  Mr. 
Has^ngs's  description  should  domineer  over  the  Vizier  of  his 
^npire,  and  give  the  law  to  the  first  persons  in  his  dominions. 
He  as  little  dreamed  of  it  as  any  of  your  lordships  now 
dream  that  you  ^all  have  your  property  seized  by  a  dele- 
gate from  Lucknow,  and  have  it  tried  by  what  tenure  a  peer 
or  peeress  of  Ghreat  Britain  hold,  the  one  his  estate,  and  the 
otiier  her  jointure,  dower,  or  her  share  of  goods,  her  para- 
phernalia, m  any  court  of  adawlet  in  Hindostan.  If  any  such 
thin|^  should  happen, — ^for  we  know  not  what  may  happen ; 
we  live  in  an  age  of  strange  revolutions,  and  I  doubt  whether 
any  more  stranse  than  this, — ^the  Commons  of  Gh*eat  Britain 
would  shed  their  best  blood,  sooner  than  suffer  that  a  tribu- 
nal at  Lucknow  should  decide  upon  any  of  your  titles,  for 
tiie  purpose  of  justifying  a  robber  that  has  taken  your  pro- 
perty. We  should  do  the  best  we  could,  if  such  a  strange 
circumstance  occurred. 

The  House  of  Commons,  who  are  virtually  the  representa- 
ttves  of  Lucknow,  and  who  lately  took  £500,000  of  their 
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m(mej,  will  not  suffer  tlie  nAtiyeB  first  to  be  robML  of  theit 
property,  and  then  the  titles,  which,  by  the  laws  of  thdr  own 
country,  they  have  to  the  goods  they  possess,  to  be  tried  by 
any  tnbunal  in  Great  Britain.  Why  was  it  not  tried  in 
India  before  Mr.  Hastings?  One  would  suppose  that  311 
English  goyemor,  if  called  to  decide  upon  such  a  claim  of 
the  Nabob's,  would  doubtless  be  attended  by  judges,  muftiis, 
lawyers,  and  all  the  apparatus  of  legal  justice.— No  such 
thing :  this  man  marches  into  the  country,  not  with  molayiea, 
not  with  muftis,  not  with  the  solemn  apparatus  of  Ori^t^ 
justice : — >no ;  he  goes  with  colonels,  and  captains,  and  majors ; 
these  are  his  lawyers ;  and  when  he  gets  there,  he  demands 
from  the  parties,  not  their  title. — No :  Giye  me  your  mon^, 
is  his  cry.  It  is  a  shame  (and  I  will  venture  to  say  tw 
these  gentlemen,  upon  recoUeetion,  will  feel  ashamed)  to  see 
the  bar  justify  what  the  sword  is  ashamed  of.  In  readii^ 
this  correspondence,  I  have  found  these  great  muftis  and 
lawyers,  these  great  chief  justices,  attomies-general«  and  s^ 
licitors-general,  called  colcmels  and  captains,  ashamed  of  these 
prooeedmgs,  and  aideavouring  to  mitigate  their  cruelty ;  yet 
we  see  British  lawyers  in  a  British  tribunal  supporting  and 
justifying  these  acts,  on  the  plea  of  defectiye  titles. 

The  l^uned  counsel  asks,  with  an  air  of  triumph,  whether 
these  ladies  possessed  these  treasures  by  Jointure,  dower,  will, 
or  settlement.  What  was  the  title  ?  Was  it  a  deed  of  gift 
—was  it  a  devise — ^was  it  dane^Ho  causa  mortU — ^was  it  dow^ 
—was  it  jointure — what  was  it?  To  all  which  senseless 
and  absurd  questions  we  answer,  You  asked  none  of  these 
questions  of  the  parties,  when  you  guaranteed  to  them,  by  4 
«olemn  treaty,  the  possession  of  their  goods.  Then  was  the 
time  to  have  asked  these  questions  e  but  you  asked  jhodb  of 
ikem.  You  supposed  their  right,  and  you  guaranteed  i^ 
though  you  might  then  have  asked  what  was  their  right. 
But  besides  the  £9700  and  virtue  of  the  guarantee,  these  unt- 
happy  princesses  had  ransomed  themselves  &om  any  claim 
upon  their  property.  They  paid  a  sum  of  money,  ap^plied  to 
youruise,  for  that  guarantee.  They  had  a  treble  tiUe^— by 
possession,  by  guarantee,  by  purdiase. 

Again ;  did  you  ask  these  questions  when  you  went  to  rob 
them  o£  their  landed  estates,  their  money,  their  ornaments, 
and  even  their  wearing  apparel  ?    When  you  sent  those  grei^ 
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kwyeni,  major — ^mi^or — and  the  other  majors,  and  coloneli« 
and  oaptainB,  did  you  call  on  them  to  exhibit  their  title 
deeds?  No — ^with  a  pistd  at  their  breast,  you  demanded 
tiieir  money.  Instead  of  forging  a  charge  of  rebellion  against 
these  unhappy  persons,  why  did  you  not  then  call  on  them 
for  their  vouchers  ?  No  rebellion  was  necessary  to  give  va- 
lidity to  a  civil  claim.  What  you  could  get  by  an  ordinary 
jud^ent  did  not  want  confiscation  called  to  its  aid.  When 
you  had  their  eunudis,  their  ministers,  th^  treasurers,  their 
•gents,  and  attomies  in  irons,  did  you  then  aek  any  of  these 
questions  ?  No — Discover  the  money  you  have  in  trust,  or 
you  go  to  corporal  punishment — ffou  go  to  the  castle  of  Chu- 
nxt — ^here  is  another  pair  of  irons ; — this  was  the  only  Ian* 
guageiised. 

When  the  court  of  directors,  alarmed  at  the  proceedings 
against  these  ancient  ladies,  ordered  their  Indian  government 
to  make  an  inquiry  into  their  conduct,  the  prisoner  had  then 
sn  opportunity  and  a  duty  imposed  upon  him  of  entering 
into  a  complete  justification  of  his  conduct ;  he  might  have 
justified  it  by  everv  civil  and  by  every  criminal  mode  of  pro- 
cess. Did  he  do  tnis  ?  No — ^Tour  lordships  have  in  evidence 
ihe  manner,  equally  despotic,  rebellious,  insolent,  fraudulent, 
Irieking,  and  evasive,  by  which  he  positively  revised  all  in- 
quiry into  the  matter.  How  stands  it  now,  more  than  twelve 
years  after  the  seizure  of  their  goods^-at  ten  thousand  miles 
distance  P  You  ask  of  these  women,  buried  in  the  depths  of 
Asia,  seduded  firom  human  commerce,  what  is  their  title  to 
ikar  estate.  Have  you  the  parties  before  you  p  have  you 
summoned  them  P  where  is  their  attorney  P  where  is  their 
agent  f  where  is  their  counsel  f  Is  this  law  P  Is  this  a  legal 
prooess  P  Is  this  a  tribunal — the  highest  laibunil  of  all-^that 
wliidi  is  to  furnish  the  example  for,  and  to  he  a  coniard  on 
dl  the  rei^  P  But  what  is  money  you  do  not  come  diredly  to 
ihe  trial  <^  this  right  to  property.  You  are  desired  to  sur- 
fovmd  and  circumvent  it ;  vou  are  desired  obliquely  to  steal 
an  iniquitous  judgment,  which  .you  dare  not  boldly  ravish. 
At  this  judgment  you  can  only  arrive  by  a  side  wind.  You 
have  before  you  a  criminal  prooess  against  an  ofiender; 
one  of  the  chmrges  against  him  is,  that  he  has  robbed  matrcms 
ei  high  and  reverend  place.  His  defence  is  that  they  had 
aot  the  apt  deeds  to  entitle  them  in  law  to  this  property.  I» 
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tbifl  cause,  with  only  tbe  delinquent  party  before  ycm,  jim. 
are  called  upon  to  ti^  their  title  on  his  aUegations  of  its  in- 
yalidity,  and  by  acquitting  him  to  divest  them  not  only  of 
their  goods  but  of  their  honour;  to  call  them  disaeizofs, 
wrong-doers,  cheats,  defrauders  of  their  own  son.  No  heaiv 
ing  for  them,  no  pleading,  all  appeal  cut  off.  Was  ey^  a 
man  indicted  for  a  robbery,  that  is,  for  the  forcible  taking  of 
the  goods  possessed  by  another,  suffered  to  desire  the  pro* 
secutor  to  ^ow  the  deeds  or  other  instruments  by  which  he 
acquired  those  goods  ?  The  idea  is  contemptible  and  ridictt« 
lous.  Do  these  men  dream  ?  Do  they  conceiye  in  their  ccm* 
fused  imaginations  that  you  can  be  here  trying  such  a  ques* 
tion,  and  yenturing  to  decide  upon  it  P  Your  lordships  wiU 
neyer  do  that  which  if  you  did  do  you  would  be  unfit  to 
subsist  as  a  tribunal  for  a  single  hour ;  and  if  we  on  our  part 
did  not  bring  before  you  this  attempt  as  the  heayiest  aggra- 
yation  of  the  prisoner's  crimes,  we  should  betray  our  Irost 
as  representatiyes  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain.  Haying 
made  this  protest  in  fayour  of  law,  of  justice,  and  good  poli<^, 
permit  me  to  take  a  single  step  more. 

I  will  now  show  your  lordships  that  it  is  yery  possible,  nay 
yery  probable,  and  almost  certain,  that  a  great  part  of  whib 
these  ladies  possessed  was  a  saving  of  their  own,  and  inde- 
pendent of  any  grant.  It  appears  in  the  papers  before  you 
that  these  unfortunate  ladies  had  about  £70,000  a  year  liuid- 
ed  property.  Mr.  Bristow  states  in  evidence  before  your 
lorcbhips  that  their  annual  expenses  did  not  exceed  a  lack 
and  a  half,  and  that  their  income  was  about  seven  lacks ; 
that  they  had  possessed  this  for  twenty  years  before  the 
death  of  Sujah  Dowlah,  and  from  the  death  of  that  prince  to 
the  day  of  the  robbery.  Now,  if  your  lordships  will  calcu- 
late what  the  savings  from  an  income  of  £70,000  a  year  will 
amount  to,  when  the  party  spends  about  £15,000  a  year, 
you  will  see  that  by  a  regular  and  strict  economj^  these  people 
may  have  saved  considerable  property  of  their  own,  inde- 
pendent of  their  titles  to  any  other  property ;  and  this  is  a 
rational  way  of  accounting  for  their  being  extremely  rich. 
It  may  be  supposed,  likewise,  that  they  had  all  those  advan- 
tages which  ladies  of  high  rank  usually  have  in  that  country ; 
^ins  at  marriage,  &c.  We  know  that  there  are  deeds  of  gift 
oy  husbands  to  their  wives  during  their  lifetime,  and  many 
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odier  legal  means  hj  which  women  in  Asia  become  possessed 
of  very  great  property ;  but  Mr.  Hastings  has  taught  them 
tilie  duiger  of-much  wealth,  and  the  danger  of  economy.  He 
has  shown  them  that  they  are  saving,  not  for  their  families, 
for  those  who  may  possibly  stand  in  the  utmost  need  of  it, 
but  for  tyrants,  robbers,  and  oppressors. 

My  lords,  I  am  really  ashamed  to  have  said  so  much  upon 
tiie  subject  of  their  titles.  And  yet  there  is  one  observation 
more  to  be  made,  and  then  I  shall  have  done  with  this  part  of 
the  prisoner's  defence.  It  is  that  the  Nabob  himself^never 
has  made  a  claim  on  this  groimd ;  even  Mr.  Hastings,  his 
despotic  master,  could  never  get  him  regularly  and  system- 
oti^illy  to  make  such  a  claim ;  the  ver^  reverse  of  this  is  ihe 
ttfiih. ;  when  urged  on  to  the  commission  of  these  acts  of 
violence  by  Mr.  Middleton,  you  have  seen  with  what  horror 
and  how  reluctantly  he  lends  his  name,  and  when  he  does  so 
he  is  dragged  like  a  victim  to  the  stake.  At  the  beginning 
XKf  this  affidr,  where  do  we  find  that  lie  entered  this  claim 
48  the  foundation  of  it?  Upon  one  occasion  only,  when 
drag^d  to  join  in  this  wicked  act,  something  dropped  from 
his  hpB  which  seemed  rather  to  have  been  forced  into  his 
mouth,  and  which  he  was  obliged  to  spit  out  again,  about 
the  possibility  that  he  might  have  had  some  right  to  the  ef- 
fects of  the  Begums. 

We  next  come  to  consider  the  manner  in  which  these  acts 
Cff  violence  were  executed.  They  forced  the  Nabob  himself 
,  to  accompany  their  troops  and  their  resident,  Mr.  Middleton, 
to  attack  the  city  and  to  storm  the  fort  in  which  these  ladies 
Uved,  and  consequently  to  outrage  their  persons,  to  insult 
their  character,  and  to  degrade  their  digniiy,  as  weU  as  to 
rob  them  of  all  they  had. 

That  your  lordships  may  learn  something  of  one  of  these 
ladies  called  the  Munny  Begum,  I  will  rerer  you  to  Major 
Brown's  evidence ;  a  man  who  was  at  Delhi,  the  fountain- 
heacl  of  all  the  nobility  of  India,  and  must  have  known  who 
this  lady  was  that  has  been  treated  with  such  indignity  by 
the  prisoner  at  your  bar.  Major  Brown  was  asked,  What 
was  the  opinion  at  Delhi  respecting  the  rank,  quality,  and 
character  of  the  princesses  of  Oude  or  of  either  of  them  ? 
The  elder,  or  Munny  Begum,  was,  says  he,  a  woman  of  high 
rank ;  she  was,  I  beUeve,  the  daughter  of  Saadit  Ali  Kh^^  a 


d  by  Google 


190  SPEECH  IK  THE  TMJPEAJOKUJBMT  01* 

person  of  higli  tank  in  the  time  of  Mahoosed  Siiak'^Bo 
you  know  whether  any  woman  in  all  Hindostan  was  comm^ 
d^red  of  superunr  ranlc  or  birth  ?  he  answ^»)  I  belie?e  not^ 
except  thoee  of  the  royal  £Eunily.  She  was  a  near  rdat&m  to 
Mirsa  Shnffee  Khl^  who  was  a  noble  of  nobles,  the  first 
person  at  that  day  in  the  empire.  In  answer  to  another  ques^ 
tien  put  by  a  noole  l(»rd,  in  the  same  examination,  respecting 
the  conyersation  which  he  had  with  Mirza  ShnfEee  KhSa, 
and  of  which  he  had  giyen  an  account,  he  says,  he  (Mirm 
8huffee  EMn)  spoke  of  the  att^npt  to  seize  the  treasures  of 
the  Begums,  which  was  then  suspected,  in  terms  of  resent- 
ment and  as  a  disgrace  in  which  he  participated,  as  being 
related  by  blood  to  the  house  of  Suffder  Jung,  who  wie  the 
husband  of  the  old  Begum.  He  says  afterwards,  in  the  BiaoB 
exiunination,  that  he,  the  Begum's  husband,  was  the  seoond 
mui,  and  that  her  father  was  the  first  man,  in  the  Motgiti 
empire*  Now  the  Mogul  empire,  when  this  woman  oame 
into  the  worid,  was  an  empire  of  that  dignity  that  kings 
were  its  subjects ;  and  this  yery  Mirza  Slraffee  Khin  that 
we  speak  oi,  her  near  relation,  was  then  a  prince  with  a 
million  a  year  reyenue,  and  a  man  of  the  first  rank,  after 
the  G-reat  Mogul,  in  the  whole  empire. 

Mjr  lords,  tl^se  were  people  that  ought  to  haye  been  treats 
ed  with  a  little  decorum.  When  we  consider  the  high  rank 
of  their  husbands,  their  fathers,  and  their  childr^i — ^a  rank 
so  high  that  we  haye  nothing  in  Great  Britain  to  compare 
wi<^  theirs — we  cannot  be  surprised  that  they  were  left  in , 
possession  of  great  reyenues,  great  landed  estates,  and  great 
monied  property.  All  the  fenude  parts  of  these  fan^es, 
whose  aUiance  was,  doubtless,  much  courted,  could  not  be 
proffered  in  marriage  and  endowed  in  a  manner  agreeably  to 
the  dignity  of  such  persons,  but  with  great  sums  of  mone;^ ; 
and  your  lordships  must  also  consider  tl^  multitude  of  dm- 
dren  of  which  these  fiimilies  frequently  condsted.  The  conr 
sequences  of  this  robbery  were  such  as  might  naturalljr  be 
expected.  It  is  said  that  not  one  of  the  females  of  this 
family  has  since  been  giyen  in  marriage. 

But  aU  this  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  rebellion.  If  they 
had,  indeed,  rebelled  to  cut  their  own  son's  throat,  there  is 
an  end  of  the  business.  But  what  eyidence  haye  you  of  thm 
fact ;  and  if  none  can  be  produced,  does  not  the  prisoner's 
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Aefmee  Aggravate  infinitely  bis  crime  and  that  of  his  agents  f 
Did  they  ever  once  state  to  these  unfortunate  women  that 
any  Buch  rebellion  existed  ?  Did  they  ever  charge  them  vdth 
it  ?  Did  they  ever  set  the  charge  down  in  writing,  or  make 
7^  verbally,  that  they  had  conspired  to  destroy  their  son,  a 
9&a  whom  Mr.  Hastings  had  brought  there  to  rob  them  P  No, 
^is  was  what  neither  Mr*  Hastings  nor  his  agent  ever  did ; 
for  as  they  never  made  a  dvil  demand  upon  them,  so  they 
rufwet  made  a  criminal  charge  against  them,  or  against  any 
person  belonging  to  them. 

I  save  your  lordships  the  trouble  of  listening  to  the  man* 
ner  in  which  they  seized  upon  these  people,  and  dispersed 
Aeip  guard.  Mr.  Middleton  states  that  they  found  gr^  dif* 
fieoiities  in  getting  at  their  treasures ;  that  they  stormed  their 
fi»tB  successively,  but  found  great  reluctance  in  the  sepoys 
to  make  their  way  into  the  inner  enclosures  of  the  women's 
apartments.  Being  at  a  loss  what  to  do,  their  only  resource, 
he  says,  was  to  threaten  that  they  would  seize  their  eunuchs. 
Thete  are  generally  persons  who  have  heen  bought  slaves, 
and  who,  not  having  any  connexions  in  the  country  where 
they  are  settled,  are  supposed  to  guard  both  the  honour  of 
the  women  and  their  treasures  vdth  more  fidelity  than  other 
persons  would  do.  "We  know  that  in  Constantinople,  and 
in  many  other  places,  these  persons  enjoy  of&ces  of  the 
highest  trust,  and  are  of  great  rank  and  dignity ;  and  this 
dignity  and  rank  they  possess  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
^em  to  ftdfil  their  great  trusts  more  efied;ually.  The  two 
prinmpal  eunuchs  of  the  Begums  were  Jewar  and  B^ar  Ali 
iUiIbi,  persons  of  as  high  rsmk  and  estimation  as  any  people 
in  the  country.  These  persons,  however,  were  seized,  not. 
Bays  Mr.  Hastings,  for  the  purpose  of  extorting  money,  a6 
assumed  in  the  charge,  but  as  agents  and  principal  instru- 
ments of  exciting  the  insurrection  before  alluded  to,  Ac.  Mr. 
Hastings  declares  that  they  were  not  seized  for  the  purpose 
o€  extorting  money,  but  that  they  were  seized  in  order  to 
be  punished  for  their  crimes,  and,  eo  nomine,  for  this  crime 
of  rebellion.  Now  this  crime  could  not  have  been  committed 
immediately  by  women  themselves ;  for  no  woman  can  come 
iSnrward  miq  hesA  her  ovm  troops.  We  have  not  heard  that 
any  woman  has  done  so  since  the  time  of  Zenobia,  in  another 
parto#  the  East;  mi  we  know  that  in  Persia  no  person  can 
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behold  the  face  of  a  woman  of  rank,  or  speak  to  females 
of  condition  but  through  a  curtain;  therefore  they  could 
not  go  out  themselves  and  be  active  in  a  rebellion.  But,  I 
own,  it  would  be  some  sort  of  presumption  against  them  if 
Jewar  Ali  EMn  and  Behar  Ali  EMn  had  headed  troops  and 
been  concerned  in  acts  of  rebellion ;  and  the  prisoner's  coun- 
sel have  taken  abundance  of  pains  to  show  that  such  persons 
do  sometimes  head  armies  and  command  legions  in  the  East. 
This  we  acknowled^  that  they  sometimes  do.  If  these 
eunuchs  had  behaved  in  this  way,  if  they  had  headed  armieB 
and  commanded  legions,  for  the  purposes  of  rebellion,  it 
would  have  been  a  fair  presumption  that  their  mistresses  werd 
concerned  in  it.  But  mstead  of  any  proof  of  such  facts,  Mr. 
Hastings  simply  says,  we  do  not  arrest  them  for  the  purpose 
of  extorting  money,  but  as  a  punishment  for  their  crimes. 
By  Mr.  Middleton's  account  you  will  see  the  utter  falsiiy  of 
tms  assertion.  Gk)d  knows  what  he  has  said  that  is  true.  It 
would  indeed  be  singular  not  to  detect  him  in  a  falsiiy,  but 
in  a  truth.  I  wiU  now  show  your  lordships  the  utter  falsiiy 
of  this  wicked  allegation. 

There  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Middleton  to  Sir  Elijah  Impev, 
dated  Fyzabad,  the  25th  of  January,  1782,  to  which  I  w^ 
call  your  lordships'  attention. 

"  Dear  Sir  Elijah, — ^I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you 
that  we  have  at  length  so  far  obtaiued  the  great  object  of 
our  expedition  to  this  place,  as  to  commence  on  the  receipt 
of  money,  of  which,  in  the  course  of  this  day,  we  have  got 
about  six  lacks.  I  know  not  yet  what  amount  we  skill 
actually  realize,  but  I  think  I  may  safely  venture  to  pro- 
nounce it  will  be  equal  to  the  liquidation  of  the  Company's 
balance.  It  has  been  at  once  the  most  important  and  the 
most  difficult  point  of  duty  which  has  ever  occurred  in  my 
office;  and  the  anxiety,  the  hopes,  and  fears,  which  have 
alternately  agitated  my  mind,  cannot  be  described  or  con- 
ceived but  by  those  who  have  been  witness  to  what  has 
passed  in  the  course  of  this  long  contest.  The  [Nabob's] 
ministers  have  supported  me  nobly,  and  deserve  much  com- 
mendation. Without  the  shrewd  discernment  and  knowledge 
of  the  finesse  and  tricks  of  the  country  which  Hyder  Bejg 
£h4n  possesses,  I  believe  we  should  have  succeeded  but 
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indtfferently ;  for  I  soon  found  that  no  real  advantage  was 
to  be  obtained  by  proceeding  at  once  to  violent  extremities 
with  the  Begum,  and  that  she  was  only  to  be  attacked 
through  the  medium  of  her  confidential  servants,  who  it  re- 
qmred  considerable  address  to  get  hold  of.  However,  we 
at  last  effected  it ;  and  by  using  some  few  severities  with 
tilem,  we  at  length  came  at  the  secret  hoards  of  this  old  lady. 
I  win  write  you  more  particulars  hereafter. 

"  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  my  little  boy  still  continues 
m  a  very  precarious  way,  though  somewhat  better  than  when 
I  had  last  the  honour  to  address  you.  My  respects  to  Lady 
Impey.  And  believe  me,  with  great  regard,  my  dear  Sir 
Elijah,  your  faithful,  obliged,  and  most  affectionate  humble 
•ervant, 

.    "Nathaniel  Middleton.'* 

My  lords,  we  produce  this  letter  to  your  lordships,  because 
it  is  a  letter  wnich  begins  with  ^^  Dear  Sir  Elijdh,^^  and 
alludes  to  some  family  matters,  and  is  therefore  more  likely 
to  discover  the  real  truth,  the  true  genius  of  a  proceeding, 
than  all  the  formal  and  oflScial  stuff  that  ever  was  produced. 
You  see  the  tenderness  and  affection  in  which  they  proceed. 
You  see  it  is  his  dear  Sir  Mijak.  You  see  that  he  does  not 
tell  the  dear  Sir  Elijah,  the  chief  justice  of  India,  the  pillar 
of  the  law,  the  great  conservator  of  personal  liberty  ana  pri- 
vate property,— -he  does  not  tell  him  that  he  has  been  able 
to  convict  these  eunuchs  of  any  crime ;  he  does  not  tell  him 
he  has  the  pleasure  of  informing  him  what  matter  he  has  got, 
upon  which  a  decision  at  law  may  be  grounded ;  he  does  not 
tell  him  that  he  has  got  the  least  proof  of  the  want  of  title 
in  those  ladies  :  not  a  word  of  the  kind.  You  cannot  help 
<^serving  the  soft  language  used  in  this  tender  billet-doux 
between  Mr.  Middleton  and  Sir  Elijah  Impey.  You  would 
imagine  that  they  were  making  love,  and  that  you  heard  the 
voice  of  the  turtle  in  the  land.  You  hear  the  soft  cooing,  the 
gentle  addresses.  Oh,  my  hopes  to-day,  my  fears  to-morrow, 
aU  the  language  of  friendship  almost  heightened  into  love  ; 
and  it  comes  at  last  to  "  I  have  got  at  the  secret  hoards  of 
these  ladies.^^  Let  us  rejoice,  my  dear  Sir  Elijah  ;  this  is  a 
day  of  rejoicing ;  a  day  of  triumph ;  and  this  triumph  we 
have  obtained  by  seizing  upon  the  old  lady's  eunuchs,  in 
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doing  wbich,  however,  we  found  a  great  deal  of  difficulty. 
You  would  imagine  from  this  last  expression,  that  it  was  not 
two  eunuchs,  with  a  few  miserable  women  clinging  about 
them,  that  they  had  to  seize,  but  that  they  had  to  break 
through  all  the  guards  which  we  see  lovers  sometimes  brejA- 
ing  tlu'ough  when  they  want  to  get  at  their  ladies.  Hardly 
ever  did  the  beauty  of  a  young  lady  excite  such  rapture ;  I 
defy  all  the  charms  this  country  can  furnish  to  produce  a 
more  wonderful  effect  than  was  produced  by  the  hoards  of 
these  two  old  women  in  the  bosoms  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey  and 
Mr.  Middleton.  "We  have  got,'*  he  exultingly  says,  "we 
have  got*  to  the  secret  hoards  of  this  old  lady ; "  and  I  verily 
believe  there  never  was  a  passion  less  dissembled;  there 
nature  spoke ;  there  was  truth  triumphant,  honest  truth. 
Others  may  feign  a  passion  ;  but  nobody  can  doubt  the  rap- 
tures of  Mr.  Hastings,  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  and  Mr.  Middleton. 

My  lords,  one  would  have  expected  to  have  found  here 
something  of  their  crimes ;  something  of  their  rebellion  ;  for 
he  talks  of  a  few  "  necessary  severities."  But  no ;  you  find 
the  real  criminal,  the  real  object,  was  the  secret  hoards  of  the 
old  ladies.  It  is  true  afeid  severities  were  necessary  to  ob- 
tain that  object ;  however,  they  did  obtain  it.  How  then  did 
they  proceed  ? — First,  they  themselves  took  and  received  in 
weight  and  tale  all  the  money  that  was  in  the  place ;  I  say 
all,  for  whether  there  was  any  more  they  never  have  dis- 
covered with  all  their  search  from  that  day  to  this.  There- 
fore we  &irly  presume  that  they  had  discovered  all  that  there 
was  to  discover  with  regard  to  money.  They  next  took  from 
these  unfortunate  people  an  engagement  for  the  amount  <^ 
treasure,  at  a  definite  sum,  without  knowing  whether  they 
had  it  ox  not ;  whether  they  coidd  procure  it  or  not.  The 
Bow  Begum  has  told  us,  as  your  lordships  have  it  in  evidence, 
that  they  demanded  from  her  a  million  of  money ;  that  she 
of  course  denied  having  any  such  sums ;  but  Mr.  Middletim 
forced  her  unfortunate  eunuchs  or  treasurers,  by  some  few 
severities,  to  give  their  bond  for  £600,000. 

You  would  imagine  that  when  these  eunuchs  had  given  up 
all  that  was  in  their  power,  when  they  had  given  a  bond  f<»r 
what  they  had  not  (for  they  were  only  the  treasurers  of 
other  people),  that  the  bond  would  •  not  have  been  rigidly 
exacted.    JBut  what  do  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Middleton  as 
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soon  88  they  get  their  plunder  ?  They  went  to  their  own 
assay-table  by  which  they  measured  the  rate  of  exchange 
between  the  coins  in  currency  at  Oude  and  those  at  Calcutta, 
and  add  the  difference  to  the  sum  for  which  the  bond  was 
given.  Thus  they  seize  the  secret  hoards ;  they  examine  it 
as  if  they  were  receiving  a  debt ;  and  they  determine  what 
this  money  would  and  ought  to  produce  at  Calcutta :  not 
considering  it  as  coming  from  people  who  gave  all  they  had 
to  give,  but  as  what  it  would  produce  at  the  mint  at  Calcutta, 
according  to  a  custom  made  for  the  profit  of  the  residents  ; 
even  though  Mr.  Hastings  upon  another  occasion  charged 
npon  Mr.  Bristow  as  a  crime  that  he  had  made  that  profit. 
This  money,  my  lords,  was  taken  to  that  assay-table  which 
they  had  invented  for  their  own  profit,  and  they  made  their 
victims  pay  a  rupee  and  a  half  batta,  or  exchange  of  money, 
upon  each  gold  mohur ;  by  which  and  other  charges  they 
brought  them  £60,000  more  in  debt;  and  forced  them  to 
give  a  bond  for  that  £60,000. 

Tour  lordships  have  seen  in  what  manner  these  debts  were 
contracted ;  and  that  they  were  contracted  l)y  persons  en- 
'  gaging  not  for  themselves,  for  they  had  nothmg ;  all  their 
property  was  apparently  their  mistresses'.  Tou  will  now 
see  in  what  manner  the  payment  of  them  was  exad;ed,  and 
we  shall  beg  leave  to  read  to  you  their  own  accounts  of  their 
own  proceedings.  Tour  loraships  will  then  judge  whether 
they  were  proceeding  against  rebels  as  rebels,  or  against 
wealthy  people  as  wealthy  people,  punishing  them  under  pre- 
tence of  crimes  for  their  own  profit. 

In  a  letter  from  Mr.  Middleton  to  Mr.  Hastings,  after  two 
other  paragraphs,  he  goes  on  thus  : — "  It  remamed  only  to 
get  possession  of  her  wealth  ;  and  to  efiect  this,  it  was  then 
and  is  still  my  firm  and  unalterable  opinion  that  it  was  in- 
dispensably necessary  to  employ  temporizing  expedients,  and 
to  work  upon  the  hopes  and  fears  of  the  Begum  herself,  and 
more  especially  upon  those  of  her  principal  agents,  through 
whose  means  alone  there  appeared  any  probable  chance  of 
onr  getting  access  to  the  hidden  treasures  of  the  late  Yizier ; 
and  when  I  acquaint  you  that  by  far  the  greatest  part  of  the 
treasure  which  has  been  delivered  to  the  Nabob  was  takeu 
fixwn  the  most  secret  recesses  in  the  houses  of  the  two  eu- 
nuchs, whence,  of  course,  it  could  not  have  been  extracted 
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without  the  adoption  of  those  means  which  could  induce  the 
discovery,  I  shall  hope  for  your  approbation  of  what  I  did ; 
I  must  also  observe  that  no  further  rigour  than  that  which  I 
exerted  could  have  been  used  against  females  in  this  country, 
to  whom  there  can  be  no  access ;  the  Nabob  and  Solar  Jung 
were  the  only  two  that  could  enter  the  zenana;  the  first 
was  a  son,  who  was  to  address  a  parent,  and  of  course  could 
use  no  language  or  action  but  that  of  earnest  and  reiterated 
solicitation ;  and  the  other  was  in  all  appearance  a  traitor  ta 
our  cause.  Where  force  could  be  employed  it  was  not 
spared ;  the  troops  of  the  Begum  were  driven  away  and  dis- 
persed ;  their  guns  taken ;  her  fort  and  the  outward  walls 
of  her  house  seized  and  occupied  by  our  troops  at  the  Na- 
bob's requisition,  and  her  chief  agents  imprisoned  and  put  in 
irons.  No  further  step  was  left.  And  in  this  situation  they 
still  remain,  and  are  to  continue  (excepting  only  a  remission 
of  the  irons)  until  the  final  liquidation  of  the  payment ;  and 
if  then  vou  deem  it  proper,  no  possible  means  of  offence 
being  left  in  her  hands,  or  those  oi  her  agents,  all  her  lands 
and  property  having  been  taken,  I  mean,  with  your  sanction, 
to  restore  her  house  and  servants  to  her,  and  hope  to  be  fa- 
voured with  your  early  reply,  as  I  expect  that  a  few  days 
will  complete  the  final  surrender  of  all  that  is  further  expect- 
ed from  the  Begum.*' 

There  are  some  things  in  this  letter  which  I  shall  beg  your 
lordships  to  remark ; — there  is  mention  made  of  a  few  pre- 
liminary severities  used  by  Mr.  Middleton  in  order  to  get  at 
their  money ;  well,  he  did  get  at  the  money,  and  he  got  a 
bond  for  the  payment  of  an  additional  sum,  which  they 
thought  proper  to  fix  at  about  £600,000,  to  which  was  added 
another  usurious  bond  for  £60,000 ;  and  in  order  to  extort 
these  forced  bonds,  and  to  make  up  their  aggravated  crimes 
of  usury,  violence,  and  oppression,  they  put  these  eunuchs 
into  prison  without  food  and  water,  and  loaded  their  limbs 
with  fetters  : — this  was  their  second  imprisonment ;  and  what 
followed  these  few  severities,  your  lordships  will  remark — 
still  more  severities.  They  continued  to  persecute,  to  op- 
press, to  work  upon  these  men  by  torture  and  by  the  fear  of 
torture ;  till  at  last  having  found  that  all  their  proceedings 
were  totally  ineffectual,  they  desire  the  women  to  surrender 
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liieir  house ;  though  it  is  in  evidence  before  you,  that  to  re- 
move a  woman  from  her  own  house  to  another  house  with- 
out her  consent  is  an  outrage  of  the  greatest  atrocity,  on 
account  of  which  many  women  have  not  onlv  threatened, 
but.  have  actually  put  themselves  to  death.  Mr.  Hastings 
himself^  in  the  case  of  Munny  Begum,  had  considered  such 
a  proposition  as  the  last  degree  of  outrage  that  could  be 
offered.  These  women  offered  to  go  from  house  to  house 
while  their  residence  was  searched ;  but,  no,  say  their  tor- 
mentors, the  treasure  may  be  bricked  up  in  so  large  a  house 
in  such  a  mslnner  that  we  cannot  find  it. 

But  to  proceed  with  the  treatment  of  ihese  unfortunate 
men.  I  will  read  to  your  lordships  a  letter  of  Mr.  Middleton 
to  Captain  Leonard  Jaques,  commanding  at  Fyzabad ;  18th 
March,  1782. 

"  Sib, — ^I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant ;  the 
two  prisoners,  Behar  and  Jewar  Ali  KhILn,  having  violated 
their  written  solemn  engagement  with  me,  for  the  payment 
of  the  balance  due  to  the  honourable  Company,  on  the  Nabob's 
assignments,  accepted  by  them,  and  declining  giving  me  any 
satiS&ctory  assurances  on  that  head,  I  am  under  the  disagree- 
able necessi^  of  recurring  to  severities  to  enforce  the  said 
payment.  l4is  is  therefore  to  desire  that  you  immediately 
cause  them  to  be  put  in  irons,  and  kept  so  until  I  shall  arrive 
at  Fyzabad,  to  take  further  measures,  as  may  be  neces- 

Here  is  the  answer  of  Captain  Jaques  to  Mr.  Middleton. 

**  AprU  23rd,  1782. 
"  Sib, — Allow  me  the  honour  of  informing  you  that  the 
place  the  prisoners,  Behar  Ali  Khdn  and  Jewar  AH  KhS,n,  are 
confined  m,  is  become  so  very  unhealthy,  by  the  number 
obliged  to  be  on  duty  in  so  confined  a  place  at  this  hot  season 
of  the  year,  and  so  situated  that  no  reduction  can,  with  pro- 
priety, be  made  from  their  guard,  it  being  at  such  a  distance 
from  the  battalion." 

Ton  see,  my  lords,  what  a  condition  these  unfortunate  per- 
sons were  in  at  that  period ;  you  see  they  were  put  in  irons, 
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in  a  place  highly  unhealthy ;  and  from  this  you  will  judge  of 
the  treatment  which  followed  the  few  severities.  The  first 
yielded  a  bond  for  £600,000 ;  the  second,  a  bond  for  £60,000 ; 
the  third  was  intended  to  extort  the  payment  of  these  bonds^ 
and  completed  their  series. 

I  will  now  read  a  letter  from  Captain  Jaques  to  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton,  firom  the  printed  minutes ;  dated  Palace,  Fyzabad, 
May  18th,  1782,  consequently  written  nearly  a  month  after 
the  former. 

"  Sib, — ^The  prisoners,  Behar  and  Jewar  Ali  Kh&n,  who  seem 
to  be  very  sickly,  have  requested  their  irons  might  be  taken 
off  for  a  few  days,  that  they  might  take  medicine,  and  walk 
about  the  garden  of  the  place  where  they  are  confined,  to 
assist  the  medicine  in  its  operation.  Now,  as  I  am  sure  they 
would  be  equally  as  secure  without  their  irons  as  with  them, 
I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  this  request,  and  desire 
to  know  your  pleasure  concerning  it. 

(Signed)  "Leonabd  Jaqtjes." 

On  the  22nd  May,  1782,  Captain  Jaques' s  humane  pro- 
posal is  thus  replied  to  by  Mr.  Middleton : — "  I  am  sorry  it  is 
not  in  my  power  to  comply  with  your  proposal  of  easing 
the  prisoners  for  a  few  days  of  their  fetters.  Much  as  my 
humanity  may  be  touched  oy  their  sufferings,  I  should  think 
it  inexpedient  to  afford  them  any  alleviation,  while  they  per- 
sist in  a  breach  of  their  contract  with  me ;  and  indeed  no 
indulgence  could  be  shown  them  without  the  authority  of 
the  Nabob,  who,  instead  of  consenting  to  moderate  the  rigours 
of  their  situation,  would  be  most  willing  to  multiply  them. 
(Signed)  "Nathaiqel  Middleton." 

I  will  now  call  your  lordships'  attention  to  other  letters 
connected  with  this  transaction. 

Letter  from  Major  Gilpin  to  Mr.  Middleton,  June  5th,  1782. 

"Sib, — Agreeably  to  your  instructions,  I  went  to  the 
prisoners,  Behar  and  Jewar  Ali  Khan,  accompanied  by  Hoolas 
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Boi,  who  read  the  papers  respecting  the  balance  now  due, 
&C.  &c. 

"  In  general  terms  they  expressed  concern  at  not  being 
able  to  discharge  the  same  without  the  assistance  of  the  Be- 
gum, and  requested  indulgence  to  send  a  message  to  her  on 
that  subject,  and  in  the  evening  they  would  give  an  answer. 

"  I  went  at  the  time  appointed  for  the  answer,  but  did  not 
receive  a  satisfactory  one ;  in  consequence  of  which  I  desii  ed 
tbem  to  be  ready  at  the  shortest  notice  to  proceed  to  Luck- 
now  ;  and  explained  to  them  every  particular  contained  in 
your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  respecting  them. 

"  Yesterday  morning  I  sent  for  Lataffit  Ali  Khan,  and  de- 
sired him  to  go  to  the  Bow  Begum,  and  deliver  the  substance 
of  my  instructions  to  her,  which  he  did,  and  returned  with 
the  enclosed  letter  from  her.  From  some  circumstances 
which  I  have  heard  to-day,  I  am  hopeful  the  prisoners  will 
soon  think  seriously  of  their  removal,  and  pay  the  balance 
rather  than  submit  themselves  to  an  inconvenient  journey  to 
Lucknow." 

To  Major  Grilpin,  commanding  at  Fyzabad,  from  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton  : — "  Sir,  I  have  been  favoured  with  your  letter  of  the 
fifth  instant,  informing  me  of  the  steps  you  had  taken  in 
consequence  of  my  instructions  of  the  first,  and  covering  a 
letter  from  the  Bow  Begum,  which  is  so  unsatisfactory  that 
I  cannot  think  of  returning  an  answer  to  it.  Indeed,  as  all 
correspondence  between  the  Begum  and  me  has  long  been 
stopped,  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  her  that  I 
by  no  means  wish  to  resume  it,  or  maintain  any  friendly 
intercourse  with  her,  until  she  has  made  good  my  claim  upon 
her  for  the  balance  due. 

.  "  I  have  now,  in  conformity  tq  my  former  instructions,  to 
desire  that  the  two  prisoners,  Behar  and  Jewar  Ali  Khan, 
may  be  immediately  sent  under  a  suflBcient  guard  to  Luck- 
now,  unless,  upon  your  imparting  to  them  this  intimation, 
either  they  or  the  feegum  should  actually  pay  the  balance,  or 
give  you  such  assurances  or  security  for  the  assets  to  be  im- 
mediately forthcoming,  as  you  think  can  be  relied  upon  ;  in 
which  case  you  will  of  course  suspend  the  execution  of  this 
order." 
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Mr.  Bicbard  Johnson  to  Major  Gilpin;  Lucknow,  24th 
June,  1782 : — "  Sir,  I  have  received  the  honour  of  your  letter 
of  the  20th.  The  prisoners  arrived  here  this  morning; 
Lieutenant  Crow  has  delivered  them  over  to  Captain  Waugh, 
and  returns  to  you  in  a  day  or  two. 

"  I  think  their  hint  to  you  a  very  good  one,  and  worth  im- 
proving upon ;  was  the  Bow  Begum  to  think  that  she  must 
go  to  Allahabad,  or  any  other  place,  while  her  palace  is 
searched  for  the  hidden  treasure  of  the  late  Yizier,  it  might 
go  further  than  any  other  step  that  can  be  immediately  taken 
towards  procuring  payment  of  the  balance  outstanding. 

"The  prisoners  are  to  be  threatened  with  severities  to- 
morrow, to  make  them  discover  where  the  balance  may  be 
procurable,  the  fear  of  which  may  possibly  have  a  good  effect ; 
and  the  apprehensions  of  the  Begum,  lest  they  should  discover 
the  hidden  treasure,  may  induce  her  to  make  you  tenders  of 
payment,  which  you  may  give  any  reasonable  encouragement 
to  promote  that  may  occur  to  you. 

"  The  jaghire  cannot  be  released  to  her  on  any  other 
terms,  nor  even  to  the  Nabob,  until  the  five  lacks  for  which 
it  was  granted  be  paid  up  ;  and  the  prisoners  must  also  be 
detained  until  the  nill  fifty  lacks  be  liquidated ;  consequently 
nothing  but  the  fear  of  an  increase  of  demand,  upon  breach 
of  the  first  engagement  on  her  part,  will  induce  her  to  prompt 
payment." 

Letter  &om  Mr.  Bichard  Johnson  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  guard;  Lucknow,  23rd  July,  1782  .•*-"  Sir, 
some  violent  demands  having  been  made  for  the  release  of  the 
prisoners,  it  is  necessary  that  every  possible  precaution  be 
taken  for  their  security.  You  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  be 
very  strict  in  guarding  them ;  and  I  herewith  send  another 
pair  of  fetters,  to  be  added  to  those  now  upon  the  prisoners." 

Letter  from  Bobert  Steere  Allen  to  Bichard  Johnson,  Esq., 
acting  resident ;  Lucknow,  23rd  July,  1782 : — "  Sir,  I  have 
received  your  instructions,  and  ordered  the  fetters  to  be  added ; 
but  they  are  by  much  too  small  for  their  feet.  The  utmost 
regard  shall  be  paid  to  the  security  of  the  prisoners.  I  have 
sent  back  the  fetters  that  you  may  have  them  altered,  if  you 
think  proper." 
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Letter  from  Mr.  Johnson  to  the  officer  commanding  the 
guard;  Lncknow,  28th  June,  1782:— "Sir,  The  Nabob 
hftTing  determiued  to  inflict  corporal  punishment  upon  the 
prisoners  under  your  guard,  this  is  to  desire  that  his  officers, 
when  they  shalL  come,  may  have  free  access  to  the  prisoners, 
and  be  permitted  to  do  with  them  as  they  shall  see  proper, 
only  taking  care  that  they  leave  them  always  under  your 
cfaiu^." 

I  will  now  trouble  your  lordships  with  the  following  pas- 
sages frx)m  Mr.  Holt's  evidence  : — "  Q.  Did  you  ever  see  the 
two  ministers  of  the  Begum  ? — A,  I  saw  them  brought  into 
Lu<^now. — Q,  In  what  situation  were  they  when  you  saw 
them  brought  into  Lucknow  ? — A,  They  were  brought  in 
their  palanquins,  attended  by  a  guard  of  sepoys. — :Q.  Under 
whose  command  were  the  sepoys  ? — A,  That  they  were 
brought  in  by  ? — Q.  Yes.— -4. 1  do  not  recollect. — Q,  Were 
those  sepoys  that  brought  in  the  prisoners  part  of  the 
Nabob's  army,  or  were  they  any  British  troops  r — A,  To  the 
best  of  my  recoll^tion,  they  were  detached  from  a  regiment 
then  stationed  at  Fyzabad. — Q.  In  whose  service  was  that 
regiment? — A.  In  the  Company's. — Q.Were  they  imprisoned 
in  any  house  near  that  in  which  you  resided? — A.  They 
were  imprisoned  immediatelv  under  the  window  of  the  house 
in  which  I  resided,  close  to  it. — Q.  Did  you,  or  did  you  not, 
ever  see  any  preparations  made  for  any  corporal  punishment  ? 
— AL  I  saw  something  of  a  scaffolding. — Q,  For  what  pur- 
pose ? — A.  1  heard  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  tying  them  up. 
— Q.  "Whose  prisoners  did  vou  consider  these  men  to  be  ? — 
A.  I  considered  them  as  prisoners  of  the  resident ;  they  were 
dose  to  his  house,  and  under  an  European  officer." 

Your  lordships  have  now  seen  the  whole  process,  except 
one  dreadful  part  of  it,  which  was  the  threatening  to  send 
the  Begum  to  the  castle  at  Chunar.  After  all  these  cruelties, 
after  all  these  menaces  of  further  cruelties,  after  erecting  a 
scaffold  for  actually  exercising  the  last  degree  of  criminal 
punishment,  namely,  by  whipping  these  miserable  persons  in 
pnbHc;  after  everything  has  been  done  but  execution,  our 
mabiliiy  to  prove  by  evidence  this  part  of  their  proceedings 
has  secured  to  your  lordships  a  circumstance  of  decorum  ob- 
served on  the  stage,  where  murders,  executions,  whippings, 
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and  cruelties  are  performed  behind  the  scenes.  I  know  as 
certainly  as  a  man  can  know  such  a  thing,  from  a  document 
which  I  cannot  produce  in  evidence  heiiB ;  but  I  have  it  iu 
the  handwriting  of  the  resident,  Mr.  Bristow,  that  Behar  Ali 
Khan  was  actiially  scourged  in  the  manner  that  we  speak  of. 
I  had  it  in  writing  in  the  man's  hand ;  I  put  the  question  to 
him,  but  he  refused  to  answer  it,  because  he  thought  it  might 
criminate  himself,  and  criminate  us  all ;  but  if  your  lordships 
saw  the  scaffold  erected  for  the  purpose,  and  of  this  we  have 
evidence,  would  vou  not  necessarily  believe  that  the  scoiu'g- 
ing  did  follow  r  All .  this  was  done  in  the  name  of  the 
Nabob  ;  but  if  the  Nabob  is  the  person  claiming  his  father's 
effects,  if  the  Nabob  is  the  person  vindicating  a  rebellion 
against  himself  upon  his  nearest  relations,  why  did  he  not 
in  person  take  a  single  step  in  this  matter  ?  Why  do  we  see 
nothing  but  his  abused  name  in  it  ?  "We  see  no  order  under 
his  own  hand.  We  see  all  the  orders  given  by  the  cool  Mr. 
Middleton,  by  the  outrageous  Mr.  Johnson,  by  all  that  gang 
of  persons  that  the  prisoner  used  to  disgrace  the  British  name. 
Who  are  the  officers  that  stormed  their  fort  P  who  put  on  the 
irons  ?  who  sent  them  ?  who  supplied  them  ?  They  are 
all,  all  English  officers.  There  is  not  an  appearance  even  of 
a  minister  of  the  Nabob's,  in  the  whole  transaction.  The 
actors  are  all  Englishmen ;  and  we,  as  Englishmen,  call  for 
punishment  upon  those  who  have  thus  degraded  and  dis» 
honoured  the  English  name. 

We  do  not  use  torture  or  cruelties,  even  for  the  greatest 
crimes,  but  have  banished  them  from  our  courts  of  justice ; 
we  never  suffer  them  in  any  case.  Tet  those  men,  in  order 
to  force  others  to  break  their  most  sacred  trust,  inflict  tortures 
upon  them.  They  drag  their  poor  victims  from  dungeon  to 
dungeon,  from  one  place  of  punishment  to  another ;  and  whol- 
ly on  account  of  an  extorted  bond ;  for  they  owed  no  money, 
they  could  not  owe  any ;  but  to  get  this  miserable  balance  of 
£60,000  founded  upon  their'  tables  of  exchange :  after  they 
had  plundered  these  ladies  of  £500,000  in  money  and 
£70,000  a  year  in  land,  they  could  not  be  satisfied  without 

?utt^g  usury  and  extortion  upon  tynuiny  and  oppression, 
'o  enforce  this  unjust  demand,  the  miserable  victims  were 
imprisoned,  ironed,  scourged,  and  at  last  threatened  to  be  sent 
prisoners  to  Chunar.    This  menace  succeeded.    The  persons 
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who  bad  resisted  irons,  who  had  been,  as  the  Begums  say, 
refiised  food  and  water,  stowed  in  an  unwholesome,  stinking, 
pestilential  prison,  these  persons  withstood  everything  t3l 
the  fort  of  Cbunar  was  mentioned  to  them ;  and  then  their 
fortitude  gave  way ;  and  why  ?  The  fort  of  Chunar  was  not 
in  the  dominions  of  the  Nabob,  whose  rights  they  pretended 
to  be  vindicating ;  to  name  a  British  fort,  in  their  circum- 
stances, was  to  name  everything  that  is  most  horrible  in 
tyranny ;  so  at  least  it  appeared  to  them.  They  gave  way ; 
and  thus  were  committed  acts  of  oppression  and  cruelty  un- 
known, I  will  venture  to  say,  in  the  history  of  India.  The 
women  indeed  could  not  be  brought  forward  and  scourged, 
but  their  ministers  were  tortured,  till,  for  their  redemption, 
tiiese  princesses  gave  up  all  their  clothes,  all  the  ornaments  of 
their  persons,  all  their  jewels,  all  the  memorials  of  their  hus- 
bands and  fethers,  all  were  delivered  up,  and  valued  by 
merchants  at  £50,000;  and  they  also  gave  up  £5000  in 
money,  or  thereabouts  ;  so  that  in  reality  only  about  £5000, 
a  mere  nothing,  a  sum  not  worth  mentioning,  even  in  the 
calculations  of  extortion  and  usury,  remained  unpaid. 

But,  mj  lords,  what  became  of  all  this  monejr  ?  When 
you  ezamme  these  witnesses  here,  they  tell  you  it  was  paid 
to  Hyder  Beg  Khin.  Now,  they  had  themselves  received 
the  money  in  tale  at  their  own  assay-table ;  and  when  an 
account  is  demanded  of  the  produce  of  the  goods,  they 
shrink  from  it,  and  say  it  was  Hyder  Beg  Kh^  who  received 
the  things,  and  sold  them.  Where  is  Hyder  Beg  Khan's 
receipt  ?  The  Begums  say  (and  the  thing  speaks  for  itself), 
that  even  gold  and  jewels  coming  from  them  lost  their  value ; 
that  part  of  the  goods  were  spoilt,  being  kept  long  unsold  in 
damp  and  bad  warehouses ;  and  that  the  rest  of  the  goods 
wira?e  sold,  as  thieves  seU  their  spoil,  for  little  or  nothing.  In 
all  Hiis  business,  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Middleton  were  them- 
selves the  actors,  chief  actors ;  but  now,  when  they  are  called 
to  account,  they  substitute  Hyder  Beg  Kh4n  in  their  place, 
a  man  that  is  dead  and  gone ;  and  you  hear  nothing  more  of 
this  part  <^  the  business. 

But  the  sufferings  of  these  eunuchs  did  not  end  here; 
they  were,  on  account  of  this  odd  £5000,  confined  for  twelve 
months,  not  prisoners  at  large,  like  this  prisoner  who  thrusts 
his  sore  leg  into  your  lordships'  faces  every  day,  but  in  harsh 
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and  cruel  confinement.  These  are  the  persons  that  I  feel 
for.  It  is  their  dungeon,  it  is  their  unrevenged  wrongs  that 
move  me.  It  is  for  these  innocent,  miserable,  unhappy  men, 
who  were  guilty  of  no  ofience  but  fideliir  to  their  mistresses, 
in  order  to  yex  and  torture  whom  (the  first  women  in  Asia) 
in  the  persons  of  their  ministers,  these  cruelties  were  exer- 
cised ;  these  are  they  for  whom  I  feel,  and  not  for  the  miser- 
able sore  leg  or  whining  cant  of  this  prisoner.  He  has  been 
the  author  of  all  these  wrongs ;  and  if  you  transfer  to  him 
any  of  the  sympathy  you  owe  to  these  sufferers,  you  do 
wrong — you  violate  compassion.  Think  of  their  irons.  Has 
not  uus  criminal,  who  put  on  these  irons,  been  without  one 
iron  ?  Has  he  been  threatened  with  torture  ?  Has  he  been 
locked  up  without  food  and  water  ?  Have  his  sufferings  been 
aggravated  as  the  sufferings  of  these  poor  men  were  aggra- 
vated P  What  punishment  has  been  inflicted,  and  what  can 
be  inflicted,  upon  him  in  any  manner  commensurate  with  the 
atrocity  of  his  crimes  ? 

At  last,  my  lords,  these  unhM)py  men  were  released.  Mr. 
Bristow,  who  had  been  sent  to  Lucknow,  writes  to  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, and  informs  him  that  severities  could  do  no  more ;  that 
imprisonments  and  menaces  could  get  no  more  money.  I 
believe  not ;  for  I  doubt  much  whether  any  more  was  to  be 
got.  But  whether  there  was  or  not,  all  the  arts  of  extor^ 
tion,  fortified  by  all  the  arts  of  tyranny,  of  every  name  and 
species,  had  failed,  and  therefore  Mr.  Bristow  released  the 
prisoners ;  but  without  any  warrant  for  so  doing  from  Mr. 
Hastings,  who,  after  having  received  this  letter  from  Mr. 
Bristow,  gets  the  supreme  council  to  order  these  very  severi- 
ties to  be  continued,  till  the  last  farthing  was  paid.  In  order 
to  induce  the  council  to  sanction  this  measure,  he  suppressed 
Mr.  Bristow's  declaration — that  severities  cbuld  do  nothing 
more  in  exacting  further  payments ;  and  the  resident,  I  find, 
was  afterwards  obliquely  punished  for  his  humanity  by  Mr. 
Hastings. 

Mr.  Bristow's  letter  is  dated  the  12th  of  December,  and  he 
thus  writes : — 

"  The  battalion  at  Fyzabad  [where  the  Begums  and  their 
ministers  had  been  confined]  is  recalled,  and  my  letter  to  the 
board  of  the  first  instant  has  explained  my  conduct  to  the 
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Begiun.  The  letter  I  addressed  her,  a  translation  of  which  I 
beg  leave  to  enclose  (No.  2),  was  with  a  view  of  convincing 
her  ih&t  you  readily  assented  to  her  being  freed  from  the  re- 
staradnts  which  had  been  imposed  upon  her ;  and  that  your 
acquiescence  in  her  sufferings  was  a  measure  of  necessity,  to 
which  you  were  forced  by  her  extraordinary  conduct.  I 
wished  to  make  it  appear,  this  was  a  matter  on  which  you  di- 
rected me  to  consult  the  Yizier's  pleasure,  that  it  might  be 
known  you  were  the  spring  from  whence  she  was  restored  to 
her  dignity  and  consequence." 

On  the  3rd  of  March  following,  the  council  agree  to  send 
the  following  order  to  Mr.  Bristow : — "  "We  desire  you  will 
inform  us  if  any  and  what  means  have  been  taken  for  recov- 
ering the  balance  due  from  the  Begum  at  Fyzabad,  and,  if 
necessary,  that  you  recommend  it  to  the  Yizier  to  enforce  the 
mofit  effectual  means  for  that  purpose." 

My  lords,  you  see  the  fraud  he  has  put  upon  the  council. 
You  wiU  find  that  Mr.  Bristow* s  letters  up  to  the  3rd  of 
March  had  been  suppressed ;  and  though  then  communi- 
cated, yet  he  instigated  his  cat's-paw,  that  blind  and  ignorant 
council,  to  demand  from  the  Vizier  the  renewal  of  these  very 
severities  and  cruelties,  the  continuance  of  which  the  letters 
in  his  pocket  had  shown  him  were  of  no  effect.  Here  you 
have  an  instance  of  his  implacable  cruelty ;  you  see  that  it 
never  relaxes,  never  remits  ;  and  that,  finding  all  the  re- 
sources of  tyranny  useless  and  ineffective,  he  is  still  willing 
to  use  them  ;  and  for  that  purpose  he  makes  a  fraudulent  con- 
cealment of  the  utter  inefficacy  of  all  the  means  that  had 
been  used. 

But,  you  will  ask,  what  could  make  him  persevere  in  these 
acts  of  cruelty,  after  his  avarice  had  been  more  than  satiated  ? 
You  will  find  it  is  this.  He  had  had  some  quarrel  with  these 
women.  He  believed  that  they  had  done  him  some  personal 
injury  or  other,  of  which  he  nowhere  informs  you.  But,  as 
you  find  that  in  the  case  of  Cheit  Sing,  he  considered  his  vi- 
sit to  General  Clavering  as  a  horrid  outrage  against  him- 
self which  he  never  forgave,  and  revenged  to  the  ruin  of  that 
miserable  person ;  so  you  find  that  he  has  avowed  the  same 
malicious  disposition  toward  the  Begums,  arising  from  some 
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similar  cause.  In  page  367  of  your  printed  minutes,  lie  says, 
"  I  am  sorry  that  I  must  in  truth  add,  that  a  part  of  the  re- 
sentment of  the  Begums  was,  as  I  had  too  much  reason  to 
suspect,  directed  to  myself  personaH|^.  The  incidents  which 
gave  rise  to  it  are  too  light  to  be  mixed  with  the  professed 
subject  and  occasion  of  this  detail ;  and  as  they  want  the  aUf 
thenticity  of  recorded  evidence,  I  could  lay  no  claim  to 
credit  in  my  relation  of  them.  At  some  period  I  may  be 
induced  to  offer  them  to  the  world,  my  ultimate  and  un- 
erring judges,  both  of  that  and  of  every  other  trait  in  my 
political  cl^racter." 

My  lords,  you  have  an  anecdote  here  handed  to  you,  which 
is  the  key  of  a  great  part  of  this  transaction.  He  had  der- 
termined  upon  some  deep  and  desperate  revenge  for  some 
injury  or  affront  of  some  kind  or  other  that  he  thought  he 
had  received  from  these  people.  He  accuses  them  of  a  per^ 
sonal  quarrel  with  himself;  and  yet  he  has  not  the  honoxir  or 
honesty  to  tell  you  what  it  was, — what  it  was  that  could  in- 
duce them  to  entertain  such  a  personal  resentment  against 
him,  as  to  ruin  themselves  and  their  country  by  their  sup- 
posed rebellion.  He  says,  that  some  time  or  other  he  will  tell 
it  to  the  world.  Why  did  he  not  tell  his  counsel,  and  au- 
thorize them  to  tell  a  story  which  could  not  be  unimportant, 
as  it  was  connected  with  a  rebellion  which  shook  the  British 
power  in  India  to  its  foundation  ?  And  if  it  be  true  that  this 
rebellion  had  its  rise  in  some,  wicked  act  of  this  man,  who 
had  offended  these  women,  and  made  them,  as  he  says,  hifi 
mortal  enemies,  you  will  th^i  see  that  you  never  CMi  go  so 
deep  with  this  prisoner,  that  you  do  not  find  in  every  crimi- 
nal act  of  his  some  other  criminal  act.  In  the  lowest  deep 
there  is  still  a  lower  deep.  In  every  act  of  his  cruelty  there 
is  some  hidden,  dark  motive,  worse  than  the  act  itself^  of 
which  he  just  gives  you  a  hint,  without  exposiQg  it  to  that 
open  light  which  truth  courts,  and  falsehood  basely  slinks 
from. 

But  cruelly  as  they  have  suffered,  dreadfully  as  they  have 
been  robbed,  insulted  as  they  have  been,  in  every  mode  of 
insult  that  could  be  offered  to  women  of  their  rank ;  all  this 
must  have  been  highly  aggravated  by  coming  from  such  a 
man  as  Mr.  Middleton.  You  have  heard  the  audacious  and 
insulting  language  he  has  held  to  them ;  his  declining  to  cor- 
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Tespond  with  them,  and  the  mode  of  his  doing  it.  There  are, 
my  lords,  things  that  embitter  the  bitterness  of  oppression  it- 
self;-— contumelious  acts  and  language  coming  from  persons 
who  the  other  day  would  have  licked  the  dust  under  the  feet 
of  the  lowest  servants  of  these  ladies,  must  have  embittered 
their  wrongs,  and  poisoned  the  very  cup  of  malice  itself. 

Oh!  but  they  deserved  it. — They  were  concerned  in  a 
wicked,  outrageous  rebellion :  first,  for  expelling  their  own 
son  from  his  dominions ;  and  secondly,  for  expemng  and  ex- 
tirpating the  English  nation  out  of  India.  Good  God  Al- 
mighty !  my  lords,  do  you  hear  this  ?  Do  you  understand 
that  the  Ikiglish  nation  had  made  themselves  so  odious,  so 
particularly  hateful,  even  to  ti^omen  the  most  secluded  from 
the  world,  that  there  was  no  crime,  no  mischief,  no  family 
destruction,  through  which  they  would  not  wade,  for  our 
extermination !  Is  this  a  pleasant  thing  to  hear  of  ?  Eebel- 
lion  is,  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  undoubtedly  considered  as  a 
great  misfortune — in  some  countries,  it  must  be  considered  as 
a  presumption  of  some  fault  in  government.  Nowhere  is  it 
hoMted  of  M  suppii/ififf  the  means  of  justifying  i»cts  of  cruelty 
and  insult^  but  loith  us. 

We  have,  indeed,  seen  that  a  rebellion  did  exist  in  Bar- 
ratch  and  Gbrruckpore.  It  was  an  universal  insurrection 
of  the  people ;  an  insurrection  for  the  very  extermination  of 
EngHshmen ;  for  the  extermination  of  Colonel  Hannay,  for 
the  extermination  of  Captain  Gordon,  for  the  extermination 
of  Captain  Williams,  and  of  all  the  other  captains  and  colo- 
nels exercising  the  office  of  fEtrmer-general  and  sub-farmer- 
general,  in  ^ae  manner  that  we  have  described.  We  know 
that  there  did  exist  in  that  country  such  a  rebellion.  But 
mark,  my  lords,  against  whom ;  —  against  these  mild  and 
gracious  sovereigns.  Colonel  Hannay,  Captain  Gordon,  Cap- 
tain Williams. — Oh  unnatural  and  abominable  rebellion! 
But  will  any  one  pretend  to  say  that  the  Nabob  himself  was 
ever  attacked  by  any  of  these  rebels  P  No ;  the  attacks  were 
levelled  against  the  English.  The  people  rose  in  favour  of 
their  lawM  sovereign,  against  a  rebellion  headed  by  Mr. 
Middleton,  who,  you  see,  usurped  his  authority ; — headed  by 
Colonel  Hannay ; — headed  by  Captain  Gordon ; — headed  by 
all  tiiose  abominable  persons  exercising,  under  the  Nabob's 
name,  an  authority  destructive  to  himself  and  his  subjects. 
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Against  t}iem  thjei^  was  a  rebellion ;  but  was  this  an  un- 
natural rebellion?— A  rebellion  against  usurped  authority, 
to  save  the  prince,  bis  children,  and  state  from  a  set  of  vile 
usurpers. 

My  lords,  I  shall  soon  close  our  proceeding  for  this  day ; 
because  I  wish  to  leave  this  part  of  our  charge  strongly  and 
distinctly  impressed  upon  your  lordships'  memory,  and  be- 
cause nothing  can  aggravate  it.  I  shall  next  proceed,  in  the 
further  examination  of  the  prisoner's  defence,  to  dissipate, 
as  I  trust  we  have  done,  and  as  I  hope  we  shall  do,  all  the. 
miserable  stuff  they  have  given  by  way  of  defence.  I  shall 
often  have  occasion  to  repeat  and  press  upon  your  lordships, 
that  that  miserable  defence  id  a  heavy  aggravation  of  his 
crime.  At  present  I  shall  conclude ;  leaving  this  part  of  our 
charge  vdth  the  impression  upon  your  lordships'  minds,  that 
this  pretended  rebellion  was  merely  an  insurrection  against 
the  [Miglish,  excited  by  their  oppression.  If  the  rebellion  was 
against  the  Nabob,  or  if  he  was  the  author  of  the  oppression 
which  caused  it,  why  do  the  English  only  appear  to  be  con- 
cerned in  both  of  them  ?  How  comes  it  that  the  Nabob 
never  appears  to  have  expressed  any  resentment  against  the 
rebels  ?  We  shall  prove,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  the  Begums 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  There  was,  indeed,  as  I  have 
already  said,  what  may  be  called  a  rebellion ;  but  it  was  a 
rebellion  against — not  the  Nabob,  but  in  favour  of  the  lawful 
prince  of  the  country ; — against  the  usurpers  of  his  authority 
and  the  destroyers  of  his  country.  With  this,  as  a  rebellion, 
Mr.  Hastings  has  charged  these  women ;  he  has  charged  them 
with  a  war  against  their  son,  for  the  purpose  of  exterminating 
the  English.  Look,  I  pray  you,  at  the  whole  business ;  con- 
sider all  the  circumstances  of  it,  and  ask  yourselves  whether 
this  is  not  a  charge  not  only  so  grossly  improbable,  but  so 
perfectly  impossible,  that  there  is  not  any  evidence  which 
can  make  it  even  plausible. 

Consider  next,  my  lords,  on  the  other  side,  the  evidence  of 
their  innocence,  and  then  ask  yourselves  whether  any  ad- 
ditional matter  could  make  its  probability  in  the  least  degree 
more  probable.  My  lords,  the  evidence  we  have  produced 
is  neither  more  nor  less  than  that  of  almost  all  the  persons 
who  have  had  a  share  in  exciting  that  rebellion,  and  who,  to 
justify  their  own  horrible  cruelty,  have  attempted  to  charge 
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women. 

But  where,  all  this  time,  is  the  Nabob,  against  whom  this 
rebellion  is  pretended  to  be  directed  ?  Was  it  ever  even  in- 
sinuated to  him  that  his  mother  had  raised  a  rebellion  against 
him  ? — When  were  the  proofs  shown  to  him  P — Did  he  ever 
diarge  her  with  it  ?  He  surely  must  have  been  most 
anxious  to  prevent  and  suppress  a  rebellion  against  himself; 
but  not  one  word  on  that  subject  has  ever  come  out  of  his 
mouth,  nor  has  any  one  person  been  produced  to  show  that 
he  was  informed  of  the  existence  of  such  a  rebellion.  The 
persons  said  to  be  rebels  are  his  mother  and  grandmother ; 
and  I  again  ask,  was  there  the  least  intimation  given  to  him 
by  Mr.  Middleton,  or  by  any  other  person,  of  their  being 
even  suspected  of  rebellion  against  nim?  There  was,  in- 
deed, a  hint  of  some  rebellion,  which  the  creatures  of  Mr. 
Hastings  got  at  obliquely ;  but  neither  the  person  against 
whom  the  rebelhon  is  supposed  to  exist,  nor  the  persons  who 
were  said  to  be  guilty  of  it,  were  ever  either  informed  of  or 
charged  with  it.  I  defy  the  prisoner  and  his  whole  gang 
to  produce  one  word  ever  uttered  by  any  one  of  them,  from 
whicb  the  Nabob  or  Begums  could  learn  that  they  were  sup- 
posed to  be  concerned  in  the  rebellion :  so  that  none  of  those 
who  were  said  to  be  the  principal  actors  in  the  scene  ever 
heard  of  the  parts  thev  were  acting,  from  the  actual  authors 
and  managers  of  the  business.  Not  one  word  was  uttered 
of  a  charge  made,  much  less  of  proof  given.  Nothing  was 
heard  but — Give. me  the  money — ^irons — ^new  irons — ^new 
imprisonment ;  and  at  last  the  castle  of  Ghunar.  And  here 
I  b^  leave  to  pause,  and  to  leave  upon  your  minds  the  im- 
jH'ession,  first,  of  the  wrong  that  was  done,  the  violence, 
and  the  robbery ;  and  secon£y,  of  the  pretences,  both  civil 
and  criminal,  by  whieh  they  have  attempted  to  justify  their 
proceedings. 

[Adjourned. 
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sixth  day  of  reply. 

(Mb.  Bubks.) 
My  Lobds, — ^Your  lordskips  will  recollect  that  we  closed 
the  last  day  of  jour  proceeding  in  this  trial  at  a  most  interest* 
ing  part  (Jf  our  charge,  or  rather  of  our  observations  upon  that 
charge.  We  closed  at  that  awful  moment  when  we  found 
the  nrst  women  of  Oude  pill^ed  of  all  their  landed  and  of 
all  their  monied  property,  in  short  of  all  they  possessed. 
We  closed  by  reciting  to  you  the  jGdse  pretence  on  which 
this  pillage  was  defended,  namely,  that  it  was  the  worii  of 
tlie  JHabob.  Now  we  had  before  proved  t^  you,  from  evi- 
dence adduced  by  the  prisoner  himself,  that  this  Nabob  was 
a  mere  tool  in  his  hanos ;  and  therefore  if  this  pretenoe  be 
true,  it  aggravates  his  guilt ;  for  surely  the  forcing  a  son  to 
yiolate  the  property  of  his  mother  must  everywhere  be  con^ 
sidered  a  cnme  most  portentous  and  enormous.  At  this  point 
we  closed ;  and,  after  the  detail  which  has  been  given  you 
already  of  these  horrible  and  iniquitous  proceedings,  some 
apology  may  perhap  be  necessary  for  entering  again  into 
the  refutation  of  this  iniquitous  pretence. 

My  honourable  fellow-manager,  who  preceded  me  in  this 
business,  did,  in  his  remarks  upon  the  inference  dravm  by 
the  priscmer's  counsel  from  the  seizure  of  the  Begum's  trea* 
sures  by  the  Nabob,  as  evidence  of  their  guilt,  as  he  ought  to 
do, — ^he  treated  it  with  proper  contempt.  I  consider  it  in- 
deed to  be  as  little  an  evidence  of  their  guilt  as  he  does,  and 
as  little  a  defence  of  that  seizure  as  he  does.  But  I  consider 
it  in  another  and  in  a  new  light,  namely,  as  a  heavy  aggra- 
vation of  the  prisoner's  crimes,  and  as  a  matter  that  wiU  let 
you  into  the  whole  spirit  of  his  government;  and  I  warn 
your  lordships  against  being  imposed  on  by  evasions,  of  which 
if  it  were  possible  for  you  to  be  the  dupes,  you  would  be  un- 
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fit  to  be  judges  of  the  smallest  matters  in  the  world,  civil  or 
criminal. 

The  first  observation  which  I  shall  beg  leave  to  make  to 
your  lordships  is  this,  that  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  from 
b^inning  to  end  has  been  a  mjstenr  of  iniquity,  and  that  in 
DO  part  of  tbem  have  the  orders  of*the  Company  been  regard* 
ed ;  but  on  the  contrary,  the  whole  has  been  carried  on  in  a 
secret  and  clandestine  manner. 

It  is  necessary  that  your  lordships  should  be  acquainted 
with  the  manner  in  which  the  correspondence  of  the  Com- 
pany's servants  ought  to  be  carried  on  and  their  proceedings 
regulated ;  your  lordships,  therefore,  will  please  to  hear  read 
the  orders  given  concerning  correspondence  of  eyery  kind' 
with  the  country  powers.  You  will  remember  t^  period 
when  these  orders  were  issued,  namely,  the  period  at  which 
tiie  act  passed  for  the  better  direction  of  the  servants  of  the 
Company.  By  this  act  Mr.  Hastings  was  appeiinted  to  be 
Governor-General,  and  the  court  ol  directors  was  required, 
by  that  act,  to  prepare  orders  and  instructicms,  which  Mr. 
Hastings  was  required,  by  the  same  act,  to  comply  with.  You 
will  see  what  these  instrcu^tions  and  orders  were,  and  in  what 
HMUHier  he  has  complied  with  them. 

Extract  of  general  instructions  to  the  Gt)venM>r- General 
and  council,  2dth  of  March,  1774:— "We  dkect  thai  you 
assemble  in  coxmeil  twice  every  week,  and  that  all  the  mem- 
bers be  duly  summoned ;  that  the  correspondence  vdth  the 
prinees  or  country  powers  in  India  be  carried  <m  by  the 
Gk>vemor^Q«neral  only,  but  that  all  liters  sent  by  mm  be 
first  approved  in  council,  and  that  he  lay  before  the  coimcil, 
at  their  next  meeting,  all  letters  received  by  him  in  the 
course  of  such  correspondence,  for  their  information.  We 
likewise  direct,  that  a  c<^y  of  such  parts  of  the  country  cor- 
respondence be  comfmxmicated  to  ouv  board  of  trade  (to  be 
constituted  as  hereinafter  mentioned),  as  may  any  ways  re- 
late to  the  business  of  their  dqwrtment." 

You  vrQl  observe,  my  lords,  two  important  cireurostances 
ia  these  instructions.  First,  that  after  the  board  had  regular- 
ly met,  the  Persian  correspondence,  kept  by  the  Governor 
enly,  vras  to  be  communicated  to  the  council ;  and  secondly, 
that  he  should  write  no  answer  to  any  part  of  the  business 
uatil  he  had  previously  consulted  the  council  vpoo^  it.    Here 
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is  the  law  of  the  land ;  an  order  given  in  pursuance  of  an 
act  of  parliament.  Your  lordships  will  consider  how  Mr. 
Hastings  comported  himself  with  regard  to  those  orders :  for 
we  charge  it  as  a  substantive  crime,  independent  of  the 
criminal  presumptions  arising  from  it,  that  he  violated  an 
act  of  parliament,  which  imposed  direct  instructions  upon 
him,  as -to  the  manner  in  which  he  was  to  conduct  all  matters 
of  business  with  the  native  powers. 

My  lords,  we  contend  strongly,  that  all  the  positive  rules 
and  mjunctions  of  the  law,  though  they  are  merely  positive, 
and  do  not  contain  anything  but  mere  matters  of  regulation, 
shall  be  strictly  observed.  The  reason  is  this,  and  a  serious 
reason  it  is: — official  tyranny  and  oppression,  corruption, 
pieculation,  and  bribery  are  crimes  so  secret  in  their  nature, 
that  we  can  hardly  ever  get  to  the  proof  of  them,  without 
the  assistance  of  rules,  orders,  and  regulations  of  a  positive 
nature,  intended  to  prevent  the  perpetration  of  these  crimes, 
and  to  detect  the  offender  in  case  the  crimes  shoidd  be  ac- 
tually perpetrated.  You  ought  therefore  to  presume,  that, 
whenever  such  rules  or  laws  are  broken,  these  crimes  are  in- 
tended to  be  committed ;  for  you  have  no  means  of  security 
against  the  commission  of  secret  crimes,  but  by  enforcing 
positive  laws,  the  breach  of  which  must  be  always  plain,  open, 
and  direct.  Such,  for  instance,  is  the  spirit  of  the  laws,  that 
although  you  cannot  directly  prove  bribery  or  smuggling  in 
a  hun£rea  cases  where  thev  have  been  committed,  you  can 
prove  whether  the  proper  documents,  proper  cockets,  proper 
entries  in  regular  offices  have  been  observed  and  performed 
or  not.  By  these  means  you  lock  the  door  against  bribery ; 
you  lock  the  door  against  corruption,  against  smuggling  and 
contraband  trade ;  but  how  ?  by  felling  upon  and  attacking 
the  offence  ?  No ;  by  falling  upon  and  attacking  the  breach 
of  the  regidation.  You  prove  that  the  man  broke  the  regu- 
lation ;  and,  as  he  could  nave  no  other  motive  or  interest  in 
breaking  it,  you  presume  that  he  broke  it  fraudulently,  and 
you  punish  the  man  not  for  the  crime  the  regulation  was 
meant  to  prevent,  but  you  punish  him  for  the  breach  of  the 
regulation  itself. 

Next  to  the  breach  of  these  positive  instructions,  your 
lordships  will  attend  to  the  consequent  concealment  and 
mystery  by  which  it  was  accompanied.    All  govemmaott 
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madt,  to  preserve  its  authority,  be  sincere  in  its  declarations, 
and  authentic  in  its  acts*  Whenever  in  any  matter  of  policy 
there  is  a  mystery,  you  must  presume  a  fraud ;  whenever  in 
any  matter  of  money  there  is  concealment,  you  must  presume 
misconduct ;  you  must  therefore  affix  your  punishment  to  the 
breach  of  the  rule;  otherwise  the  conviction  of  public  de- 
linquents would  be  unattainable. 

1  have  therefore  put  before  you  that  rule  which  he  has 
violated ;  and  we,  the  Commons,  call  upon  your  lordships  to 
enforce  that  rule,  and  to  avenge  the  breach  of  it.  You  have 
seen  the  consequences  of  breaking  the  rule;  and  we  have 
chained  and  do  charge  it  as  a  heav^  aggravation  of  those 
oonsequences,  that,  instead  of  considtmg  the  council,  instead 
of  laying  the  whole  correspondence  before  them,  instead  jof 
consulting  them  upon  his  answers,  he  went  himself  up  into 
the  country,  took  his  Majesty's  chief  justice  along  with  him, 
and  made  that  person  the  instrument  of  those  wrongs,  vio- 
lences, robberies,  and  concealments,  which  we  call  upon  your 
lordships  to  punish. 

My  lords,  an  extraordinary  circumstance  occurred  in  the 
co^ur8e  of  our  proceedings,  in  another  place,  which  I  must 
state  to  show  you  in  what  a  horrible  manner  your  laws  have 
been  trampled  upon  and  despised.  None  of  the  proceedings 
which  have  been  last  stated  to  your  lordships,  respecting  the 
seizure  of  the  treasures  of  the  Begums,  appear  upon  any  pub- 
lie  record  whatever.  From  the  manner  in  which  they  came 
to  our  knowledge,  your  lordships  will  perceive  what  must 
have  been  the  prisoner's  own  opinion  of  the  horrible  nature 
of  proceedings,  which  he  thought  so  necessary  to  be  con- 
cealed. 

Whilst  we  were  inquiring  into  the  violences  committed 
against  the  Begums,  in  breach  of  the  treaty  entered  into  with 
them,  there  came  into  my  hands  an  anonymous  letter,  con^ 
taining  a  full  account  of  all  the  matter  which  has  lately  been 
stated  to  you.  It  came  anonymously ;  and  I  did  not  know  - 
from  what  quarter  it  came.  I  do  not  even  know  with  cer* 
tainty  at  this  hour.  I  say,  not  with  certainty,  for  I  can  only 
form  a  conjecture.  This  anonymous  communication  enabled 
us  to  produce  all  the  correspondence  with  Mr.  Middleton 
respecting  the  cruelties  exercised  towards  the  Begums  and 
their  eunuchs,  in  order  to  extort  money.     We  found  the 
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names  of  Major  Gi^in  and  aereral  other  persons  in  these 
letters.  We  also  fonnd  in  them  a  strong  fox  smell  of  a  Sir 
Elijah  Impey,  that  his  bmsh  and  crime  had  left  behind  him ; 
we  traced  Mm  by  that  scent ;  and  as  we  proceeded  we  e^- 
eoyered  the  fdotstqps  of  as  maay  <^  the  wolyes  as  Mr.  Hast- 
ings thought  proper  to  lea?e  there.  We  sent  for  and  ex- 
amined Mr.  Miadleton,  and  Major  Gilpin  produced  his 
oorrespond^ace.  When  we  applied  to  Mr.  Middleton,  we 
found  that  all  this  part  of  his  oorrespondence  had  been  torn 
out  of  his  bodi.  But  having  come  at  it  by  means  of  our 
anonymous  communication,  we  subsequently  proved  and  es- 
tablished it,  in  the  manner  we  have  done,  berore  your  lord- 
ships. Here  then  you  have  important  matter  which  tliis 
anonymous  letter  has  brought  to  light ;  and  otherwise  the 
whole  of  this  oorrespondence  so  ess^itial  to  the  interests  and 
jvstioe  of  Great  Britain  would  have  been  concealed  by  this 
wicked  man.  Thus,  I  say,  his  violation  of  a  positive  law 
wiould  have  remained  undiscovered,  if  mere  accident  had  not 
enabled  us  to  trace  this  iniquity  of  its  source.  Therefore  I 
hegm  our  proceedings  this  day,  by  stating  to  your  lordships 
this  fact,  and  by  calBng  upon  your  justice  to  punish  him  for 
this  violation  of  the  laws  of  his  country. 

We  have  told  you  who  the  instruments  were  by  vrhich 
all  this  wickedness  was  committed,  Mr.  Middleton  and  Mr. 
Johns(m,  persons  who  were  sent  as  ambassadcnrs  to  represent 
the  interests  of  the  Company  at  the  court  of  an  independent 
prince.  Over  this  prince  they  usurped  an  absolute  power, 
they  even  made  use  of  British  officers  in  his  own  service,  a&d 
receiving  his  pay,  to  enslave  his  person,  and  to  force  him  to 
rob  his  kindred.  These  agents  were  aided  by  an  EngHsh 
chief  justice,  sent  under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment to  represent  the  sovereign  majesty  of  English  justice, 
and  to  be  a  restraint  upon  the  misconduct  of  the  Company's 
servants.  These  are  tne  instruments  with  which  this  man 
w<n*ks.  We  have  shown  you  his  system ;  we  have  shown 
you  his  instruments ;  we  will  now  proceed  with  the  exami- 
nation of  the  pretences  upon  which  this  horrid  and  nefarious 
act  is  attempted  to  be  justified.  We  have  not  entered  into 
this  examination  for  the  sake  of  renting  things  that  want  no 
refutation,  but  for  the  purpose  of  showing  you  the  spirit  oi 
the  whole  proceeding,  and  making  it  appear  to  your  lord- 
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dtips,  as  I  trust  it  will  appear,  that  ihe  wicked  aet  doUe  there 
is  not  hfdf  so  bad  as  the  wicked  defence  made  here. 

The  first  part  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey's  commission,  as  your 
brdships  will  remember,  was  to  seize  upon  the  Begums'  trea- 
sures. He  had  likewise  another  budget  of  instructions,  which 
has  been  discovered  in  the  trunks  of  which  your  lordships 
have  heard, — secret  instructions  to  be  given  by  him  to  Mr. 
Middleton,  for  the  furtherance  of  this  business.  And  that 
his  office  of  chief  justice  should  not  lie  dormant,  he  was  com- 
missioned  to  seek  for  affidavits,  or  written  testimony  from 
amy  persons,  for  the  purpose  of  convicting  these  women  of  a 
design  of  atrociously  revolting  against  their  son,  and  depos- 
ing him  from  the  government,  with  a  view  of  getting  rw  of 
the  !Ehiglirfi  inhabitants.  This  was  the  accusation; — and 
the  evidence  to  support  it  Sir  Mijah  Impey  was  sent  to  col- 
lect. 

My  lords,  I  must  here  observe  to  your  lordships,  that  there 
is  up  act  of  violence  which,  merely  as  an  act  of  violence, 
may  not  in  some  sort  be  borne  ;  because  an  act  of  violence 
HxferB  no  principle ;  it  infers  nothing  but  a  momentary  im- 
pulse of  a  bad  mind,  proceeding,  without  law  or  justice,  to 
the  execution  of  its  object.  For  at  the  same  time  that  it 
pays  no  regard  to  law,  it  does  not  debauch  it ;  it  does  not 
West  it  to  its  purposes.  The  law  disregarded  still  exists ; 
and  hepe  still  exists  in  the  sufferer  that,  when  law  shall  be 
resorted  to,  violence  will  cease,  and  wrongs  will  be  redressed ; 
but  whenever  the  law  its^f  is  debauched,  and  liters  into  a 
eenrabt  coalition  with  viol«ice,  robbery,  and  wrong,  then  all 
hope  IS  gone ;  and  then  it  is  not  only  private  persons  that 
maker,  but  the  law  itself  when  so  corrupted  is  often  pervrated 
mto  the  worst  instrument  of  fraud  and  violence.  It  then  be- 
comes most  odious  to  mankind,  and  an  infinite  aggravaticm  of 
eyqry  injury  they  suffer*  ^, 

We  have  therefore  in  our  charge  strongly  reprobated  Sir 
E^jah  Impey* s  going  to  take  such  affidavits. — Oh,  but  they 
Bay,  a  judge  may  take  an  affidavit  in  his  chamber  privately, 
and  he  may  take  an  affidavit,  though  not  exactly  in  the  place 
of  his  jurisdiction,  to  authenticate  a  bond,  or  wie  like.  "We 
are  not  to  be  cheated  by  words.  It  is  not  dirty  shreds  of 
worn  out  parchments,  the  sweepings  of  Westminster  Hall, 
that  shall  serve  us  in  place  of  that  iustice  upon  which  the 
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world  stands.  Afidavits!  We  know  that,  in  the,  language 
of  our  courts,  affidavits  do  not  signify  a  body  of  evidence  to 
sustain  a  criminal  charge,  but  are  generally  relative  to  matter 
in  process  collateral  to  the  charge,  which,  not  coming  before 
the  jury,  are  made  known  to  the  judge  by  way  of  affidavit. 

But  was  it  ever  heard,  or  will  it  be  borne,  that  a  person 
exercising  a  judicial  office  under  his  Majesty  should  walk  be- 
yond the  sphere  of  his  jurisdiction  ?  That  he  should  desert 
the  station  in  which  he  was  placed  for  the  protection  of  the 
natives,  and  should  march  to  such  a  place  as  Lucknow,  in 
order  to  take  depositions  for  criminating  persons  in  that  coun- 
try, without  so  much  as  letting  these  poor  victims  know  one 
article  in  the  depositions  so  taken  ?  These  depositions,  miy 
lords,  were  made  to  criminate ;  they  were  meant  to  justify  a 
forfeiture ;  and  are  not  in  the  nature  of  those  voluntary  affi- 
davits which,  whether  made  within  jurisdiction  or  without, 
whether  made  publicly  or  privately,  signify  comparatively 
nothing  to  the  cause.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  any  process 
of  any  court  has  not  its  weight,  when  the  matter  is  withm  it 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  proceedings ;  it  is  the  extraordinary 
course,  the  extrajudicial  conduct,  which  divests  it  of  that  just 
weight  it  otherwise  would  have. 

This  chief  justice  goes,  to  Lucknow,  where  he  holds  his 
court,  such  as  it  was.  He  is  ready  to  authenticate  any 
process  by  the  signature  of  the  English  chief  justice,  in  a 
court  which  he  holds  by  night,  in  a  court  which  he  holds  in 
darkness  and  secrecy.  He  hold  his  court  in  Fyzabad :  he 
holds  it  unknown  to  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  in  his  own  capital, 
and  without  giving  him  the  least  knowledge  of  or  any  notice 
of  what  he  was  proceeding  to  do.  He  holds  it  at  the  lodg- 
ings of  Colonel  Morgan,  a  pensioner  of  the  Nabob,  and  the 
Eerson  assisting  him  is  Mr.  Middleton,  who  is  likewise,  as  we 
ave  proved  to  you,  one  of  the  Nabob's  pensioners,  a  monopo- 
lizer of  trade  in  the  country,  and  a  person  who  received  much 
the  major  part  of  his  emoluments  nrom  the  Nabob's  hands. 

In  that  clandestine  manner,  in  the  Nabob's  own  house,  in 
his  own  capital  city,  in  the  lodging  of  his  dependant  and 
pensioner,  Colonel  Morgan,  with  no  other  witness  that  we 
know  of  than  Mr.  Middleton,  was  this  iniquitous,  dark  pro- 
cedure held,  to  criminate  the  mother  of  the  Nabob.  We 
here  see  a  scene  of  dark,  mysterious  contrivance ;  let  us  now 
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0ee  what  is  brought  out  in  the  face  of  open  day.  The  attest^ 
ations  themselves,  which  you  have  seen  on  the  record  before 
you.  They  were  brought  out ;  where  ?  there  ?  No ;  they 
were  brought  out  in  another  place ;  they  were  brought  out 
at  Calcutta;  but  were  never  communicated  to  the  Nabob. 
He  never  knew  anything  of  the. matter.  Let  us  now  see 
what  those  attestations  were:  your  lordships  will  bear  in 
mind  that  I  do  not  advert  to  this  thing  which  they  bring  as 
evidence  in  the  way  of  imputation  of  its  being  weak,  impro* 
per,  and  insufficient  evidence,  but  as  an  incontrovertible 
proof  of  crimes,  and  of  a  systematic  design  to  ruin  the  ac- 
cused party,  by  force  there  and  by  chicane  here ;  these  are 
the  prmciples  upon  which  I  am  going  to  talk  to  you  upon  this 
abominable  subject,  of  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  I  have  no 
words  sufficient  to  express  my  horror.  No  words  can  express 
it,  nor  pan  anything  but  the  severity  of  your  lordships' 
judgments  find  an  adequate  expression  of  it.  It  is  not  to  be 
expressed  in  words,  but  in  pumshment. 

Having  stated  before  whom  the  evidence  collected  in  this 
]K)dy  of  affidavits  was  taken,  I  shall  now  state  who  the  per- 
sons were  that  gave  it ;  they  were  those  very  persons  who 
were  guilty  of  robbing  and  ruining  the  whole  country :  yes, 
my  lords,  the  very  persons  who  had  been  accused  of  this  in 
the  mass  by  Mr.  Hastings  himself.  They  were  nothing  less 
than  the  whole  body  of  those  English  officers,  who  were 
usurping  the  office  of  farmers-general,  and  other  lucrative 
offices  in  the  Nabob's  government,  and  whose  pillage  and 
peculations  had  raised  a  revolt  of  the  whole  kingdom  against 
themselves.  These  persons  are  here  brought  in  a  mass  to 
clear  themselves  of  this  charge,  by  criminating  other  persons, 
and  clandestinely  imputing  to  them  the  effect  of  their  own 
iniquity. 

But  supposing  these  witnesses  to  be  good  for  anything, 
supposing  it  fit  that  the  least  attention  should  be  paid  them ; 
the  matter  of  their  testimony  may  very  possibly  be  true, 
without  criminating  the  Begum ;  it  criminates  Saadit  Ali 
Kh^  the  brother  of  the  Nabob ;  the  word  begum  is  never 
mentioned  in  the  crimination  but  in  conjunction  with  his, 
and  much  the  greater  part  of  it  criminates  the  Nabob  himself. 
Now,  my  lords,  I  will  say,  that  the  matter  of  these  affidavits, 
forgetting  who  the  deponents  were,  may  possibly  be  true,  as 
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far  as  revpects  Saadit  All  Kh&n ;  but  that  it  is  utterlj  as  im- 
probable, which  is  the  main  point  and  the  stress  of  the  thing, 
with  respect  to  the  Begums,  as  it  is  impossible  with  respect 
to  the  Nabob.  That  Saadit  Ali,  being  a  miUtaiy  man,  a  man 
ambitious  and  aspiring  to  greatness,  should  take  advantage 
of  the  abuses  of  the  &iglish  government  and  of  the  discon- 
tent of  the  country,  that  he  should,  I  say,  raise  a  revolt  against 
his  brother,  is  very  possible ;  but  it  is  scarcely  within  possi« 
bility,  that  the  mother  of  the  Nabob  should  have  joined  with 
the  illegitimate  son  against  her  legitimate  son.  I  can  only 
say  that,  in  human  affairs,  there  is  the  possibiliiy  of  truth  in 
this.  It  is  possible  she  might  wish  to  depose  her  legiUmate 
son,  her  only  legitimate  son,  and  to  d^ose  him  for  the  sake 
of  a  bastard  son  of  her  husband's,  to  exalt  him  at  the  exp^ise 
of  the  former,  and  to  exalt  of  course  the  mother  of  ihaib 
bastard  at  her  own  expense  and  to  her  own  wrong.  But  I 
say,  that  this,  though  possible,  is  grossly  improbable.  The 
reason  why  the  Begum  is  implicated  in  this  charge  witii 
Saadit  Ah  by  the  affidavits  cannot  escape  your  notice. 
Their  own  acquittal  might  be  the  only  object  of  the  depo- 
nents in  their  crimination  of  the  latter :  but  the  treasures 
of  the  former  were  the  objects  of  their  employers,  and  ^ese 
treasures  could  not  be  come  at  but  by  the  destruction  of  the 
Begums. 

But,  my  lords,  there  are  other  affidavits,  or  whatever  yowr 
lordships  may  call  them,  that  go  much  further.  In  carder  to 
give  a  colour  to  the  accusation,  wid  make  it  less  improbable, 
they  say  that  the  Nabob  himself  was  at  the  bottom  of  it; 
and  that  he  joined  with  his  brother  and  his  mother  to  extir- 

Eate  out  of  his  dominions  that  horrible  grievance,  ihe  English 
rigade  officers : — those  English  offic^:^  who  were  the  farm^s- 
general,  and  who,  as  we  have  proved  by  Mr.  Hastings's  own 
evid^ice,  had  ruined  the  country.  Nothing  is  mope  natural 
than  that  a  man,  sensible  of  his  duty  to  himself  and  h»  sub- 
jects, should  form  a  scheme  to  get  rid  of  a  band  of  robbers 
that  were  destroying  his  country,  and  degrading  and  ruining 
his  family.  Thus  you  see  a  family  compact  naturally  ac- 
counted for.  The  Nabob  at  the  head  of  it ;  his  mother  join- 
ing her  own  son,  and  a  natural  brother  joining  in  the  general 
interests  of  the  family.  This  is  a  possible  case.  But  is  this 
the  case  t>ressed  by  them  ?     No  ;  they  pass  slightly  over  the 
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legitim&te  son,    Tkej  scarcely  toucli  upon  Saadit  Ali  Kh&n ; 
tiicy  sink  tiie  only  two  persons  that  could  give  probab^ty  or 

^ibility  to  this  business,  and  endeavour  to  throw  the  whole 
5H  upon  these  two  unfortunate  women. 

Your  kwdships  see  the  wickedness  and  baseness  of  the 
oontrivanoe.  They  first,  in  order  to  keep  the  whole  family 
m  terror,  accuse  the  whole  family ;  then  having  possessed 
themselves  of  the  treasures  of  the  Begums  upon  another  pre- 
tence, they  endeavour  to  fix  upon  them  that  improbable  guilt 
which  they  had  with  some  degree  of  probability  charged 
upon  the  whole  femily,  as  a  further  justification  of  that 
[Spoliation.  Tour  lordships  will  see  what  mi  insult  is  offered 
to  the  peers  of  Ghreat  Britain,  in  producing  before  you,  by 
way  of  deH^iee,  such  gross,  scandalous,  and  fraudulent  pro- 
ceedings. 

Who  the  first  set  of  witnesses  were  which  they  produced 
before  i^eir  knight  enrant,  Chief  Justice  Sir  EHjah  Imp^,  who 
wandered  in  search  of  a  law  adventure,  I  have  kid  open  to 
your  lopdships.  You  have  now  had  an  account  of  the  scan- 
didou8  manioacture  of  that  batch  of  affidavits  which  was  in 
tlie  budget  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey — that  Pandora's  box  which 
I  have  opened,  and  out  of  which  has  issued  every  kind  of 
eml.  This  chief  justice  went  up  there  with  the  death  war- 
rant of  the  Begums^  treasures,  and,  for  aught  he  knew,  the 
death  warrant  of  their  persons.  At  the  same  time  that  he 
took  these  al&davits,  he  became  himself  a  witness  in  this 
bnnnesB :  he  appears  as  a  witness.  How  ?  Did  he  know 
any  one  circiunstanoe  of  the  rebellion  ?  No ;  he  does  not 
even  p^retend  to  do  so.  But,  says  he,  in  my  travels  I  was 
obliged  to  avoid  Fyzabad,  upon  account  of  the  suspected  re- 
bdli(m  there.  Another  chief  justice  would  have  gone  fifty 
miles  about  to  avoid  Lucknow,  for  everybody  knows  that  Luck- 
now  was  ikte  focus  and  centre  of  extortion,  corruption,  and 
peculi^don  ;  and  that  a  worse  air  for  the  lungs  of  a  chief  jus- 
tice could  not  be  found  in  the  world.  If  his  lungs  wanted 
the  benefit  of  pure  air,  he  would  even  have  put  himself  in 
the  foens  of  a  rebellion,  to  have  kept  at  a  distance  from  the 
smell  of  carrion  and  putrid  corruption  of  every  kind  that  was 
at  Locknow. 

A  chief  justice  may  go  to  a  place  where  a  rebellion  is 
raging,  he  may  die  a  martyr  to  his  honour.    But  a  chief  jus- 
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tice  who  puts  liimself  into  the  focus  of  peculation,  into  ther 
focus  of  bribery,  into  the  focus  of  everything  that  is  base 
and  corrupt, — what  can  we  expect  from  him  but  that  he  will 
be  engaged  in  clandestine  jobs  there  ?  The  former  m^ht 
kill  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  the  knight  errant,  but  the  chief  justice 
would  remain  pure  and  entire ;  whereas  Sir  Elijah  Impey  has 
escaped  from  Lucknow,  and  the  chief  justice  is  left  by  Mr, 
lutings  to  shifb  for  himself. 

After  mentioning  this  violation  of  the  laws  of  hospitality 
by  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  I  would  ask,  was  any  notice  given  by 
him,  or  by  any  of  Mr.  Hastings's  agents,  to  the  Nabob,  who 
was  so  immediately  interested  in  this  matter  ?  Was  any 
notice  given  to  the  Begums  that  any  such  charge  was  enter- 
tained against  them  ?  Not  a  word.  Was  it  notified  to  the 
eunuchs  ?  Was  it  to  Saadit  Ali  Khan  ?  Not  a  word ;  they 
were  all  within  their  power.  The  eunuchs  were  a  year  in 
irons,  and  they  were  subjected  to  the  want  of  food  and  wat^ 
for  a  part  of  that  year.  They  were  dragged  from  Eyzabad 
to  Lucknow,  and  from  Luclmow  to  Eyzabad.  During  aU 
that  time,  was  there  a  word  mentioned  to  them  by  any  one 
person  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hastings,  that  they  were  accused 
of  this  matter  r    Not  a  word. 

We  now  submit  to  your  lordships'  vindictive  justice  and 
condemnation  this  recriminatory  defence,  in  which  every 
principle  of  justice  has  been  violated ;  and  now  I  will  ask 
your  lordships  whether  you  would  have  suffered  such  a  pro- 
cedure in  the  case  of  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  ?  It  was  asked 
by  a  person  of  great  authority  in  this  House,  when  we  were 
going  to  produce  certain  evidence  against  Mr.  Hastings  (w© 
do  not  say  whether  we  offered  to  produce  it  properly  or 
improperly,  that  is  another  matter),  we  were  asked,  I  say, 
whether  our  intentions  of  producing  that  evidence  had  been 
communicated  to  Mr.  Hastings  ?  Had  he  had  an  opportunity 
of  cross-examining  the  witnesses  who  had  given  that  evi- 
dence ?  No,  he  added,  that  evidence  must  be  rejected.  Now 
I  say  to  your  lordships,  upon  the  same  ground,  deal  with  the 
-Begums  as  you  dealt  with  Mr.  Hastings.  Do  not  keep  two 
weights  and  measures  for  different  persons  in  the  same  cause. 
You  would  not  suffer  such  evidence  to  be  produced  against 
him  ;  you  will  not  assuredly  suffer  such  evidence  to  be  pro- 
duced to  you  in  his  f&vour  and  against  them. 
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My  lords,  tbe  cause  between  this  man  and  these  imfortmi- 
ttte  women  is  at  last  come  into  Westminster  Hall.  The  cause 
is  come  to  a  solemn  trial ;  and  we  demand  other  witnesses 
a&d  other  kinds  of  proof  than  what  these  affidavits  furnish. 
My  lords,  the  persons^  who  have  been  examined  here  are  al- 
most all  of  them  the  same  persons  who  made  these  affidavits ; 
but  there  is  this  material  difference  in  their  evidence.  At 
your  lordships'  bar  they  sunk  all  those  parts  of  their  fonner 
evidence  which  criminated  the  Nabob  and  Saadit  Ali,  and 
eonfined  their  testimony  wholly  to  what  related  to  the  Be- 
gums. "We  were  obliged,  by  a  cross-examination,  to  squeeze 
put  of  them  the  disavowal  of  what  they  had  deposed  on  the 
fbrmer  occasion.  The  whole  of  their  evidence  we  leave  to 
tbe  judgment  of  your  lordships,  with  these  summaiy  remarks, 
— first,  that  they  are  the  persons  who  were  to  profit  by  their 
own  wrong :  they  are  the  persons  who  had  seven  months' 
arrears  paid  to  them  out  of  the  money  of  these  unfortunate 
ladies :  they  are  the  persons  who,  to  justify  the  revolt  which 
they  had  caused  in  the  country  by  their  robbery,  charge  their 
own  ffuilt  upon  others.  The  credibility  of  their  evidence  is 
therefore  gone ;  but,  if  it  were  not  affected  by  these  circum- 
stances, Mr.  Hastings  has  put  an  end  to  it  by  telling  you 
that  there  is  not  one  of  them  who  is  to  be  credited  upon  his 
oath ;  no,  not  in  a  court-martial ;  and  can  it  therefore  be  ex- 
pected, that  in  a  case  of  peculation  they  will  do  otherwise 
than  acquit  the  party  accused  ?  He  has  himself  laid  before 
YOU  the  horrible  state  of  the  whole  service ;  your  lordships 
have  it  fresh  in  your  memories,  and  ringing  in  your  ears. 
Too  have  also  heard  from  witnesses  brought  by  Mr.  Hastings 
himself,  that  these  soldiers  committed  misdemeanours  of  the 
very  same  kind  with  those  which  we  have  stated.  They 
ought  not  therefore  to  be  listened  to  for  a  mbment ;  and  we 
aver  that  it  is  an  aggravation  of  the  prisoner's  crimes,  that 
he  has  brought  the  instruments  of  his  guilt,  the  persons  of 
whom  he  has  complained  as  having  ruined  and  destroyed  that 
country,  and  whom  he  had  engaged,  at  the  Nabob's  desire, 
in  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  to  send  out  of  the  country,  as  being 
a  nuisance  in  it, — to  bring,  I  say,  these  people  here,  to  crim- 
inate, at  a  distance  of  nine  thousand  miles,  these  unfortunate 
women,  where  they  have  neither  attorney  nor  agent  who  can 
frcHn  local  knowledge  cross-examine  them.    He  has  the  au- 
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dacity  to  bring  these  people  here ;  and  in  what  manner  they 
c(wiport  themaelYes  when  tiiej  come  hare  jour  lordships 
have  seen. 

There  is  one  of  ihem  whom  we  cannot  pass  hj ;  that  is 
Captain  Gordon.  The  other  witnesses,  who  appeared  here 
as  evidences  to  criminate  the  B^ums,  did  it  by  rumonrs  and 
hearsays.  Thev  had  heard  some  person  say  that  the  Begumi 
had  encouraged  rebellion,  alws^s  coupling  them  with  Saadit 
Ali  Khdn,  and  sometimes  with  the  Nabob,  because  there 
might  have  been  some  probability  for  their  charge  in  the 
transacticms  vdth  Saadit  Ali  Kh4n,  which,  though  impossible 
with  regard  to  the  Begums,  they  thought  would  implicate 
him  in  his  designs.  But  Captain  Gt>rdon  is  to  give  a  di£^- 
ent  account  of  the  proceedings. 

Captain  Gk>rdon  was  one  of  Colonel  Hamiay^s  undep-farm- 
era — he  was  hunted  out  of  the  country,  and^  as  one  of  the 
Begums  says,  pursued  by  a  thousand  of  the  zemindars,  for 
robbing  the  wnole  country.  This  woman,  through  respect 
to  the  British  name,  that  name  which  guaranteed  her  pos« 
sessions  to  her,  receives  this  Captain  Gordon  and  Captain 
Williams  vdth  every  mark  of  kindness,  hospitality,  and  pro* 
tection  that  could  be  given  them.  She  conveys  them  ntun 
the  borders  to  the  city  of  Fyzabad,  and  from  Eyzabad,  her 
capital,  supposed  to  be  the  nest  of  her  rebellion,  on  to  their 
place  of  destination.  They  both  write  her  letters  fuM  of 
expressions  of  gratitude  and  kindness  for  the  services  that 
thej  had  received.  They  then  pass  on  to  Lucknow,  to  to 
Elijah  Impey,  and  there  they  sink  every  word  of  kindness-— 
of  any  service  or  protection  that  they  had  received ; — otf  of 
any  acknowledgment  that  they  had  ever  made  of  it.  They 
sink  all  this ;  not  one  word  of  it  appears  in  their  affidavits. 

How  then  did  we  come  to  the  knowledge  of  it  ?  We  go* 
it  from  Major  Gilpin,  who  was  examined  in  the  course  of 
these  proceedings,  and  we  used  it  in  our  charge,  from  the 
papers  that  we  hold  in  our  hands.  Mr.  Hastings  has  am« 
fessed  the  fact,  and  Mr.  Middleton  has  endeavoured  to  slur  it 
over,  but  could  not  completely  conceal  it.  We  have  estab* 
blished  the  fact,  and  it  is  in  evidence  before  your  lordships. 

You  have  now,  then,  in  thk  manner  sot  these  testimomak 
given  by  English  officers  in  favour  of  l^se  women ;  and  by 
the  same  means  the  letters  of  the  latter  accusing  the  former 
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»m  come  to  your  hands ;  and  now  these  same  English  officers 
come  here  with  their  recriminatory  accusation.  Now,  why 
did  they  not  make  it  at  Lu(^ow?  Why  did  not  Mr. 
Hastings,  when  Mr.  Middleton  had  -  such  papers  for  him  in 
his  hands,  why,  I  ask,  did  not  Mr.  Hastings  procure  some 
explanation  of  the  circumstances  whilst  he  was  in  India  P 
I  will  read  your  lordships  the  letter,  that  you  may  not  only 
know  but  feel  the  iniquity  of  i^is  business. 

Jbttterfrom  ike  mother  of  the  Vizier  to  Mr.  Meutin^,  received 
the  6th  ofJmuwry,  1782. 

"  Our  situation  is  pretty  well,  and  your  good  health  is  con- 
stantly prayed  for.  I  had  sent  Behar  Ali  Khan  to  you. 
Accordingly  people  invented  a  falsehood  that  Behar  Ali 
Khan  waa  gone  to  get  the  deputyship  of  the  Soubah ;  and 
some  persons  here  were  saying,  wherefore  has  she  sent  Behar 
Ali  Khan  to  Calcutta,  to  the  Kawab  Amaud  ul  Dowlah  ?  We 
will  never  permit  the  affair  to  succeed :  and  accordingly  it  has 
so  happened,  ^(x  they  say  that  you  aUo  have  not  put  your 
seal  to  the  treaty:  and  the  people  here  say, why  does  the 
noble  lady  correspond  with  the  English  gentlemen  ?  On  this 
account  1  did  not  send  a  letter  at  the  time  when  you  came 
this  way.  Now  the  state  of  affairs  here  is  thus : — On  the 
27th  Zehedja,  Aaoph  ul  Dowlah  Behadur,  without  my 
knowledge,  sent  his  own  aumils  into  my  jaghire.  I  accord- 
ingly wrote  several  times  to  Mr.  Middleton  on  this  business ; 
that  his  seid  was  to  the  treaty  and  writing  of  discharge. 
Why  did  he  not  negotiate  in  my  favour  ?  Mr.  Middleton 
replied,  the  Nawab  is  the  master.  I  wrote  frequently,  but 
without  effect.  Being  helpless,  I  represent  to  you  the  state 
of  my  affairs,  that  notwithstanding  the  existence  of  this 
la^aty  I  have  been  treated  in  this  manner.  It  is  useless  for 
me  to  stay  here.  Whatever  is,  is  a  compact ;  whenever  any 
one  deviates  from  his  compact,  he  meets  with  no. credit  for 
the  future ;  and  the  light  of  mine  eyes,  Azoph  ul  Dowlah, 
wrote  to  me  that  he  had  sent  his  own  aumils  into  my  jaghires, 
and  would  pay  ready  money  from  his  treasury,  fieflect  on 
my  security  for  his  adhering  to  his  future  engagements,  from 
the  consideration  of  his  conduct  under  his  past  promises, 
I  do  not  agree  to  his  ready  money.    Let  me  have  my  jaghire 
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as  formerly ;  otherwise,  leaving  this  place,  I  will  wait  on  yott 
at  Benares,  and  thence  will  go  towards  Shah  Jehan  Abad, 
because  he  has  not  adhered  to  his  engagement.  Send  letters 
to  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  and  to  Mr.  Middleton,  and  Hussein 
Beza  Xh^n,  and  Hyder  Beg  Kh^,  not  to  molest  the 
Begum's  jaghire ;  and  to  let  them  remain  as  formerly  with 
the  Begum's  aumils.  And  it  is  here  suspected  of  me,  that 
my  aumil  plundered  the  property  of  Mr.  John  Qt)rdon.  The 
case  is  this :  Mr.  John  Gordon  arriyed  at  Tanda,  a  jaghire  of 
mine,  fighting  with  the  zemindars  of  Akberpoor,  whidk 
belongs  to  the  Khalsch.  Accordingly,  Mr.  John  Qt)rdon 
haying  come  to  Tanda,  my  aunul  performed  whatever  apper- 
tained to  his  duty.  Afterwards  Mr.  John  Q-ordon  wrote  to 
me  to  send  my  people,  that  he  might  come  with  them  to 
Fyzabad.  I  sent  people  accordingly  to  bring  Mr.  John  Gk>iv 
don ;  and  the  said  gentleman  arrived  here  in  complete  safety : 
and  Mr.  John  Q-ordon  is  now  present.  Ask  him  yourself  of 
these  matters.  Mr.  John  Gordon  wOl  represent  matters  in 
detail :  the  truth  will  then  become  known,  how  ill-founded 
the  calumny  is.  Should  you  come  here  for  a  few  days  it  will 
be  very  well ;  and  if  not,  I  will  wait  on  you ;  and  youp 
coming  here  is  very  necessary,  that  all  my  affairs  may  become 
arranged.  And  send  a  speedy  answer  to  my  letters,  and  a 
letter  to  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  and  Mr.  Middleton,  and  Hussein 
Beza  Khdn,  and  Hyder  Beg  Kh^,  on  the  subject  of  ceasing 
to  molest  my  jaghires  ;  and  send  me  constantly  news  of 
your  health,  for  my  peace  of  mind  depends  thereon." 

This  letter  was  transmitted  to  Mr,  Hastings.  I  desire 
your  lordships  will  remark  upon  this  letter,  for  it  is  a  most 
important  one  indeed.  It  is  hardly  worth  observing  that  all 
this  correspondence  came  out  of  the  various  trunks,  of  which 
your  lordsnips  have  already  heard  ;  and  that  this  letter  is  out 
of  the  trunk  of  Mr.  Hastings's  private  Persian  secretary  and 
interpreter,  Mr.  Jonathan  Scott.  Now,  my  lords,  in  this  let- 
ter there  are  several  things  worthy  of  your  lordships'  obser^ 
vation.  The  first  is,  that  this  woman  is  not  conscious  of 
having  ever  been  accused  of  any  rebellion ;  the  only  accusa- 
tion that  ever  came  to  her  ears  was,  that  Captain  Qtnrdon 
said  that  his  baggage  had  been  robbed  by  one  of  her  aumils. 
She  denies  the  truth  of  this  charge ;  and  she  produces  testi- 
monials of  their  good  behaviour  to  him ;  and,  what  is  the 
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esBonlaal  point  of  all,  she  desires  Mr.  Hastings  to  apply  to 
this  Mr.  John  Gordon,  and  to  know  from  him  what  truth  or 
Miehood  there  is  in  that  accusation,  and  what  weight  there 
is  in  the  attestation  she  produces.  "Mr.  GFordon  is  now 
predent,^'  says  she,  "  ask  him  yourself  of  these  matters." 
ThiB  reasonable  request  was  not  complied  with.  Mr.  Gk)rdon 
swears  before  Sir  Elijah  Impey  to  the  robbery ;  but  he  never 
mentions  the  paper  he  had  written,  in  which  he  confessed 
that  he  owed  his  life  to  this  very  lady.  No  inquiry  was 
made  into  this  matter.  Colonel  Hannay  was  then  alive; 
Captain  G-ordon  was  alive,  and  she  refers  to  him ;  yet  that 
very  man  was  sworn  before  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  and  accuses 
his  prisoner.  Did  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  make  that  attest- 
aticm  known  to  the  Begums,  whose  letter  at  that  very  time 
was  in  his  possession  in  Mr.  Scott's  trunk — that  very  letter 
in  which  lie  is  desired  to  make  the  inquiry  from  Captain 
Gt>rdon? 

Mr.  Hastings  is  acquainted  with  the  facts  stated  by  the 
Begums  and  with  Captain  Gordon's  accusation.  Did  he 
afterwards  inform  her  of  this  accusation,  or  did  he  ask  this 
Captain  Gordon  one  question  in  India,  where  the  matter 
might  be  ventilated  ?  Not  one  word,  my  lords ;  therefore 
we  fix  upon  him  fraud,  deceit,  and  the  production  of  false 
evidence,  after  the  woman  had  desired  to  have  the  man 
who  was  the  evidence  against  her  examined  upon  the  spot. 
This  he  does  not  do,  but  with  much  more  prudence  he 
brings  him  here.  And  for  what?  To  discredit  his  own 
testimony  and  the  written  evidence.  And  how  does  he  dis- 
credit them  ? — ^There  are  two  of  these  papers  which  I  beg 
leave  to  read  to  your  lordships. 

Copy  of  a  letter  to  Jewar  and  Behar  Ali  Kh^,  from  Mr. 
Gordon: — Sirs.  My  indulgent  friends,  remain  under,  &c. 
&c,  &c.  After  compliments,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform 
you,  that  yesterday,  having  taken  leave  of  you,  I  passed  the 
night  at  N  oorgunge,  and  next  morning  about  ten  or  eleven 
o'dock,  throiigh  your  favour  and  benevolence,  arrived  safe  at. 
Gkxmdah.  '^ur  Aboo  Buhsh  zemindar  and  Mur  Eustum 
Ally  accompanied  me." 

"To  what  extent  can  I  prolong  the  praises  of  you,  my 
beneficent  friends  ?  May  the  Supreme  Being,  for  this  benign, 
compassionate,  humane  action,  have  you  in  his  keeping,  and 
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increase  ;^our  property,  and  speedily  grant  me  the  pleasure  of 
an  interview,  until  wfaaeh  time  continue  to  favour  me  with 
friendly  lettm,  and  oblige  me  by  any  commands  in  my  power 
to  execute ;  may  your  wishes  be  ever  crowned  with  success ! 
My  compliicnents,"  Ac.  Ac.  &c. 

Copy  of  an  address  from  Mr.  Gk)rdon  to  the  Begum : — 
*^  Begum  Saib  of  exalted  dignity  and  generosity,  whom  Gk>d 
preserve.  After  presenting  the  usual  professicms  of  servitude, 
Ac.  in  the  customary  manner,  my  ad<&ess  is  presented." 

^*  Your  gracious  letter,  in  answer  to  the  petition  of  yoiar 
servant,  from  Gooudah,  exalted  me.  Erom  the  contents,  I 
became  unspeakably  impressed  with  the  honour  it  conferred. 
May  the  Almigh^  protect  that  royal  purity,  and  bestow  hap- 
piness, increase  of  wealth,  and  prosperity.  The  welfieure  of  your 
servant  is  entirely  owing  to  your  iavour  and  benevolence ;  a 
few  days  have  elapsed  aince  I  arrived  at  Gooudah,  with  the 
Colonel  Saib." 

''This  is  presented  for  your  highness's  information,  I 
cherish  hopes  from  your  generosity,  that  considering  me  in 
the  light  or  one  of  your  servants,  always  continue  to  exalt  and 
honour  me  with  your  gracious  letters.  May  the  sun  of  pros- 
perity conianually  shine." 

These  acknowledgments  of  the  Begum's  friendly  dkposition 
and  services  were  concealed  when  l^e  charge  was  made 
against  this  woman  at  Lucknow,  b^ore  Sir  Eliiah  Impey. 
I  wish  to  impress  this  upon  your  lordships'  mind;  aad  that 
before  Mr.  Hastings  left  Bengal,  in  the  trunk  of  Major  Scott, 
his  private  Persian  interpreter,  was  this  letter.  Did  he  make 
that  inquirr  g£  Captain  Gbrdon  ?  No.  Did  he  make  thaft 
inquiry  of  Colonel  Hannay  P  Did  he  make  any  inquiry  into 
the  matter  after  his  perusal  of  these  letters ;  or  did  he  ^re 
this  poor  woman  any  opportunity  of  obtaining  justice  against 
tlis  Captain  Gk^on,  who,  after  ac^owledging  that  he  owed 
his  life  to  her  favour,  calumniates  and  traduces  her  to  her 
utter  destruction  P  No ;  he  never  did,  and  therefore  he  ia 
phargeable,  and  I  charge  him,  with  everything  that  is  vrrong* 
fill  in  Captain  Gk>rd(m's  evidence. 

These  papers,  which  carry  with  them  a  clear  refutation  of 
all  the  dmrges  against  the  Begums,  are  never  once  jnroduced, 
though  Captain  G-ordon  was  referred  to  expressly  for  inquiry 
and  explanation  of  the  whde  transaction,  by  the  woman  hm^ 
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aelf.  You  hear  nothing  of  them ;  there  is  no  aopearance  g£ 
them  in  the  affidavits ;  no  such  papers  were  laia  before  the 
Jiupreme  oouneil;  none  were  transmitted  to  the  court  of  di- 
rectors :  but  at  last  the  House  of  Commons  haying  come  at 
the  truih  of  this  matter,  Mr,  Hastings,  not  daring  to  deny 
the  ezistenoe  of  these  papers,  brings  Captain  Gordon  to  be 
examined  here,  in  cwder  to  prove  that  papws  which  he  had 
himself  writteai  were  felse.  Is  this  to  he  tolerated  ?  What 
will  ^our  l(»rdships  think  of  a  man  that  comes  to  attest  his 
own  infamy,  to  declare  tiiat  he  has  vmtten  papers  containing 
falsehoods,  and  to  invalidate  the  false  testimony  whkh  he 
had  before  given  ?  Is  he  to  be  su^red,  I  say,  to  come  here, 
luad  endeavour  to  prove  the  absolute  felsity  of  his  own  deeds 
by  his  own  evidence  ? 

The  next  point  for  your  lordships'  considerati(m  is  the  evi- 
dence which  he  produces  to  prove  ihe  falsil^  of  a  paper  writ- 
ten by  himself.  Why,  he  himself  is  tl^  sole  evidwice.  And 
how  does  he  prove  it?  Why,  says  he,  the  reason  of  my  writ- 
ing that  letter  was  this ;  she  had  sent  a  person  with  me  as  an 
eMSort,  and  this  p^itton  was  desirous  of  receiving  some  proof 
that  he  had  done  his  duty ;  and,  therefore,  I  wrote  a  com^ 
plaisant  letter.  I  meant  nothing  by  it.  It  was  written  mere- 
ly to  satisfy  the  mind  of  the  man.  I^ow,  is  that  the  wa^  in 
which  formal  and  solemn  lett^s,  written  upon  great  occasions 
to  ereat  people,  are  to  be  explaoned  away  ?  \u  he  had  said 
nouiing  but--your  servant,  such  a  one,  has  done  his  duty, 
<-*-this  explanation  might  pass.  But,  you  see,  it  has  another 
OHnplexion.  It  speaks  of  his  owing  his  Ufe  to  her.  But  i^ 
you  admit  that  it  is  possible  (for  possibilities  have  an  un*- 
known  extent)  that  he  wrote  such  a  lett^  at  such  a  time, 
and  for  such  a  purpose,  and  that  the  letter  he  wrote  was 
&lse,  and  that  the  falsity  of  the  letter  is  proved  by  his  own 
testimony,  given  in  an  affidavit,  which  we  have  also  reason 
to  belieye  is  Mse,  your  lordships  must  at  the  same  time  admit 
^lab  it  is  one  of  the  most  complex  pieces  of  fraud  and  false- 
bood  that  I  believe  ever  existed  in  ihe  world.  But  it  is  worse 
than  aU  this.  [Diere  is  another  letter,  written  sofiie  days  after, 
wladk  1  will  read  to  you,  and  whidi  he  has  not  pret^ided  to 
aay  was  written  only  to  testify  that  a  messenger  had  executed 
Ins  commission  properly : — ^**  Tour  gracious  letter  "  (be  thus 
^mtea),  "in  answer  to  the  petiti(Hi  of  your  servant  from 
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Gk)oudah,  exalted  me.  From  the  contents,  I  became  un^ 
speakably  impressed  with  the  honour  it  conferred." 

My  lords,  this  letter  was  not  sent  back  by  a  messenger,  in 
acknowledgment  of  his  having  done  his  duty ;  but  was  writ- 
ten in  consequence  of  a  correspondence  in  the  nature  of  a 
petition,  for  something  or  other,  which  he  made  to  the  Be- 
gum. That  petition  they  have  suppressed  and  sunk.  It  is 
plain,  however,  that  the  petition  had  been  sent,  and  was 
granted ;  and  therefore  the  apology  that  is  made  for  the  for- 
mer letter  does  not  apply  to  this  letter,  which  was  written 
afterwards. 

How  then  do  they  attempt  to  get  rid  of  this  difficulty  ? 
Why,  says  Captain  Gt)rdon,  "the  Colonel  8atb  (by  whom 
was  meant  Colonel  Hannay)  was  not  at  Gooudah,  as  stated 
in  the  letter,  but  at  Succara,  about  eighteen  miles  from  it,  and 
therefore  you  ought  not  to  pay  much  regard  to  this  paper : " 
but  he  does  not  deny  the  letter,  nor  was  it  possible  for  him 
iio  deny  it.  He  says,  Colonel  Hannay  was  not  there ;  but 
how  do  we  know  whether  Colonel  Hannay  was  there  or  not  ? 
"We  haye  only  his  own  word  for  it ; — ^but  supposing  he  was 
not  there,  and  that  it  was  clearly  proved  that  ne  was  eighteen 
miles  distant  from  it.  Major  Naylor  was  certainly  with  C^- 
tain  Gordon  at  the  time.  Might  not  his  Persian  scribe  (for 
he  does  not  pretend  to  say  he  wrote  the  letter  himself)  take 
Major  Naylor  for  a  colonel  (for  he  was  the  superior  officer  to 
Captain  Gordon),  and  think  him  the  Colonel  Saib  ?  for  errors 
of  that  kind  may  be  committed  in  our  own  country.  Every 
day  we  may  take  a  major  for  a  lieutenant-colonel.  This  wna 
an  error  that  might  easily  have  happened  in  such  a  case.  He 
was  in  as  high  rank  as  Colonel  Hannay,  for  Colonel  Hannay 
at  that  time  was  only  a  major ;  I  do  not  believe  either  of 
them  was  properly  entitled  to  the  name  of  Colonel  Saib.  I 
am  ashamed,  my  lords,  to  be  obliged  to  remark  upon  this 
prevarication.  Their  own  endeavours  to  get  rid  of  their  own 
written  acts,  by  contradictory  evidence  and  felse  construc- 
tions, sufficiently  clear  these  women  of  the  crimes  of  which 
they  were  accused ;  and  I  may  now  ask  the  prisoner  at  your 
bar  how  he  dares  to  produce  Captain  Gordon  here — ^how  be 
dares  thus  to  insult  the  Peers — how  he  dares  thus  to  insult 
the  public  justice  of  his  country;  after  not  having  dared 
to  inquire  upon  the  spot  of  this  man  to  whom  he  was  re- 
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ferred  by  the  Begums,  for  an  account  of  this  very  trans* 
action  ? 

♦  I  hope  your  lordships  have  got  enough  of  this  kind  of  evi- 
dence. All  the  rest  is  of  the  same  batch  and  of  the  same 
description ;  made  up  of  nothing  but  hearsays,  except  in  one 
particular  only.  This  I  shall  now  mention  to  your  lordships. 
Colonel  Fopham  and  another  gentleman  have  told  you  that 
in  a  battle  with  Cheit  Sing's  forces,  they  took  prisoners  two 
wounded  nudjeeves,  or  swordsmen,  and  that  these  men  told 
them  that  they  were  sent  there  by  the  Begums :  that  they  had 
got  two  rupees  and  two.  wounds  ;  but  that  they  thought  two 
rupees  a  bad  compensation  for  two  wounds.  iSiese  two  men, 
with  their  two  wounds  and  two  rupees,  had  however  been 
dismissed.  It  does  not  appear  that  this  accident  was  con- 
sidered by  these  officers  to  be  of  consequence  enough  to 
make  them  ever  tell  one  word  of  it  to  Mr.  Hastings,  though 
they  knew  he  was  collecting  evidence  of  the  disaffection  of 
the  Be^ms,  of  all  kinds,  good,  bad,  and  indifferent,  from  all 
sorts  of  persons. 

My  lords,  I  must  be^  leave  to  say  a  few  words  upon  this 
matter ;  because  I  consider  it  as  one  of  the  most  outrageous 
violations  of  your  lordships'  dignity,  and  the  greatest  insult 
that  was  ever  offered  to  a  court  of  justice.  A  nudjeeve  is  a 
soldier  armed  with  a  sword.  It  appears  in  evidence  that  the 
Nabob  had  several  corps  of  nudjeeves  in  his  service ;  that  the 
B^^ums  had  some  nucy'eeves ;  and  that  Colonel  Hannay  had 
a  corps  of  nudjeeves.  It  is  well  known  that  everv  prince  in 
Hindostan  has  soldiers  of  that  description,  in  like  manner 
probably  as  the  princes  of  Europe  have  their  guards.  The 
whole  then  amounts  to  this  ;  that  a  story  told  by  two  men 
who  were  wounded  in  an  action  far  from  the  place  from 
which  they  were  supposed  to  come,  who  were  not  regularly 
examined,  not  cross-examined,  not  even  kept  for  examina- 
tion, and  whose  evidence  was  never  reported,  is  to  be  a  rea- 
son why  you  are  to  believe  that  these  Begums  were  concerned 
in  a  reDellion  against  their  son,  and  deserved  to  forfeit  all 
their  lands  and  goods,  and  to  suffer  the  indignities  that  we 
have  stated. 

My  lords,  I  am  really  ashamed  to  mention  so  scandalous  a 
thin^ ;  but  let  us  put  a  case,  let  us  suppose  that  we  had  ac- 
cused Mr.  Hastings  of  instigating  the  Kajah  of  Berar  to  ML 
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upon  some  of  the  coimtiy  powers ;  and  that  the  evidence  we 
produced  at  your  bar  to  prove  it  was,  that  an  officer  had 
taken  two  nudjeeves,  who  declared  they  were  instigated  by 
Mr.  Hastings  to  go  into  the  service  of  that  Eajah.  Could 
you  bear  such  a  thing  ?  would  you  suflFer  such  evidence  to  be 
produced  ?  or  do  you  think  that  we  should  have  so  little  re- 
gard for  our  own  reputation,  as  to  venture  to  produce  such 
evidence  before  you  ?  Again  we  have  charged  Mr.  Hastings 
with  commiting  several  acts  of  violence  against  the  Begums, 
Let  us  suppose  our  proof  to  be,  that  two  persons  who  never 
appeared  oefore  nor  since,  that  two  grenadiers  in  English 
uniforms  (which  would  be  a  great  deal  stronger  than  the 
case  of  the  nudjeeves,  because  they  have  no  particular  uniform 
belonging  to  them),  that  two  English  grenadiers,  I  say,  had 
been  taken  prisoners  in  some  action  and  let  go  again,  who 
said  that  "Mr,  Hastings  had  instigated  them  to  make  war 
upon  the  Begums,  would  your  lordships  suffer  such  evidence 
to  be  produced  before  you  ?  No ;  and  yet  two  of  the  first 
women  in  India  are  to  be  stripped  of  all  they  have  in  the 
world  upon  no  better  evidence  than  that  which  you  would 
utterly  reject. 

You  would  not  disgrace  the  British  peerage,  you  would 
not  disgrace  this  court  of  justice,  you  would  not  disgrace 
human  reason  itself,  by  confiscating  on  such  evidence  the 
meanest  property  of  the  meanest  wretch.  You  would  not 
subject  to  the  smallest  fine  for  the  smallest  delinquency,  upon 
such  evidence.  I  vnll  venture  to  say  that  in  an  action  of 
assault  and  battery,  or  in  an  action  for  the  smallest  sum,  such 
evidence  would  be  scouted  as  odious  and  contemptible,  even 
supposing  that  a  perfect  reliance  might  be  placed  upon  its 
trutn.  And  yet  this  is  the  sort  of  evidence  upon  which  the 
property,  the  dignity,  and  the  rank  of  some  of  the  first  per* 
sons  in  Asia  are  to  be  destroyed ;  by  which  a  British  guar- 
antee and  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown  of  G-reat  Bri- 
tain, and  of  the  parliament  itself  which  sent  out  this  man,  are 
to  be  forfeited. 

Observe,  besides,  my  lords,  that  the  two  swordsmen  said 
they  were  sent  by  the  Begums.^  Now  they  could  not  be  sent 
by  the  Begums  in  their  own  person.  This  was  a  thing  in 
India  impossible.  They  might,  indeed,  hare  been  sent  by 
Jewar  and  Behar  Ali  Kh^ :  and  then  we  ask  i^ain,  how 


d  by  Google 


WABBKir  HASTU^eS,  XSQ.  211 

eame  tl^ee  mimstere  not  to  be  called  to  an  account  at  the 
time  ?  why  were  they  not  called  upon  for  their  muster-rolls 
of  these  nudjeeyes  ?  No ;  these  men  and  women  suffer  the 
penalty,  hut  they  never  hear  the  accusation  nor  the  evidence. 
But  to  proceed  with  the  evidence  of  this  pretended  rebel- 
haa.  Captain  Williams  has  told  your  hardships,  that  he  once 
had  a  great  number  of  letters  and  papers  to  prove  this  rebel- 
lion of  the  Begums.  But  he  declares  that  he  has  lost  all 
these  letters.  A  search  was  ordered  to  be  made  in  Mr  Hast- 
ings's  record-office,  called  a  trunk ;  and  accordingly  in  the 
trunk  is  found  a  paper  worthy  of  such  a  place  and  such  a 
cause.  This  letter,  which  has  be^i  made  use  of  to  criminate 
the  Begums,  has  not  their  names  mentioned,  nor  is  there  any 
possibility  of  their  being  induded  in  it.  By  this  paper  whick 
is  preserved  you  may  judge  of  the  whole  of  the  papers  that 
are  lost.  Sudi  a  letter,  I  believe,  was  nevm*  before  brought 
as  evidence  in  a  court  of  justice*  It  is  a  letter  said  to  have 
been  intercepted,  and  is  as  follows : 

"  To  the  most  noble  *****  whose  prosperity  be  ever- 
lasting. It  is  represented  that  the  august  Furwanah  (com* 
mand)  having  completed  his  honourable  arrival  on  the  16th 
of  the  month  in  the  evening,  highly  exalted  me ;  it  is  OTdered 
that  I  should  charge  Medeporee  and  the  oth^  enrolled  sepoys 
belonging  to  my  mstrict,  and  take  bonds  from  them  that  none 
of  them  go  for  service  to  the  Bajah ;  and  that  when  four 
hundred  or  five  hundred  men,  nudjeeves  and  oth^*8,  are  col- 
lected, I  should  send  them  to  the  presence,  according  to  the 
order  I  have  written  to  Brejunekar  Shah  BehcBoiet  IllLa,  who 
is  in  Bhooaparah,  charging  him  to  take  bonds  from  them ; 
and  that  whatev^  sepoys  fit  for  service  are  collected,  he 
should  send  to  the  presence.  As  at  this  time  the  wind  is 
eontrary,  the  sepoys  wiU  not  *  *  «  *  without  travelling 
daarges ;  for  I  have  learnt  from  a  letter  previously  received 
from  Brejunekar  Shah  Behemet  UUah,  that  the  people  there 
also  are  badly  inclined ;  by  the  grace  of  Q^od,  the  unalterable 
glory  shall  be  *  *  *  *  *  Zehan  Beg  and  the  nudjeeves  who 
were  in  the  fort  of  Aneelah  have  gone  off  to  Gooruckpor^." 

This  is  a  letter  of  somebody  or  other,  employed  by  some- 
body or  other  for  the  recruiting  service ;  it  should  seem  by 
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the  word  "  presence,"  somebody  employed  in  enlisting  forces 
for  the  Nabob.  The  charge  against  the  Begum  was,  that  she 
had  joined  with  the  rebellious  rajahs  to  exterminate  her 
son's  government  and  the  English  influence  in  that  countiy. 
In  this  very  paper  you  see  that  the  soldiers  entering  into  that 
service,  and  officers  who  are  to  contract  for  soldiers,  are  ex- 
preseJy  bound  not  to  join  the  rajahs  ;  and  this  they  produce 
as  proof  that  the  Begums  had  joined  the  rajahs,  and  had 
joined  them  in  a  rebemon  for  the  purpose  of  exterminating 
their  son,  in  the  first  instance,  and  the  English  afterwards. 

There  is  another  circumstance  which  ma^es  their  own  acts 
the  refutation  of  their  false  pretences.  This  letter  says  that 
the  country  is  disaffected,  and  it  mentions  the  ill-disposed 
parts  of  the  country.  Now  we  all  know  that  the  countiy 
was  ill-disposed ;  and  we  may  therefore  conclude  this  paper 
was  written  by,  and  addressed  to,  some  person  who  was  eoi- 
ployed  against  the  persons  so  ill-disposed :  namely,  the  veiy 
rajahs  so  mentioned  before.  The  prisoner's  counsel,  after 
producing  this  paper,  had  the  candour  to  declare  that  they 
aid  not  see  what  use  could  be  made  of  it.  No,  to  be  sure^ 
they  do  not  see  what  use  can  be  made  of  it  for  their  cause ; 
but  I  see  the  use  that  can  be  made  of  it  against  their  cause. 
I  say  that  the  lost  papers  upon  which  they  do  so  much  insist 
deserve  no  consideration,  when  the  only  paper  that  they  have 
preserved  operates  directly  against  them ;  and  that  therefore 
we  may  safely  infer,  that,  if  we  had  the  rest  of  the  contents 
of  this  trunk,  we  should  probably  find  them  make  as  strongly 
against  them  as  this  paper  does.  You  have  no  reason  to 
judge  of  them  otherwise  than  by  the  specimen ;  for  how  can 
you  judge  of  what  is  lost  but  from  what  remains  ? 

The  man  who  hid  these  papers  in  his  trunk  never  und^^> 
stood  one  word  of  the  Persian  language,  and  consequenUy 
was  liable  to  every  kind  of  mistake,  even  though  he  meant 
well.  But  who  is  this  man  ?  Why  it  is  Captwn  Williams^ 
the  man  who  in  his  affidavits  never  mentioned  the  Begums 
without  mentioning  Saadit  Ali.  It  is  Captain  Williams 
whom  we  charge  to  have  murdered  a  principal  man  of  the 
country  by  his  own  hand,  without  law  or  legal  process.  It 
is  Captain  Williams,  one  of  those  British  officers  whom  Mr. 
Hastings  states  to  be  the  pests  of  the  country.  This  is  the 
man  who  comes  here  as  evidence  against  these  women,  and 
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produces  tliis  monstrous  paper.  All  the  evidence  they  had 
produced  to  you  amounts  to  no  more  than  that  such  a  man 
heUeves  such  a  man  heard  of* something :  and  to  close  the 
whole  of  this  hearsay  account,  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  who  always 
comes  in  as  a  supplement,  declares  that  no  man  doubted  of 
the  existence  of  this  rebellion  and  of  the  guilt  of  the  Begums, 
any  more  than  of  the  rebellion  of  1745 ;  a  comparison  which, 
I  must  say,  is,  by  way  of  evidence,  a  little  indecorous  in  a 
chief  justice  of  India. 

Your  lordships  are  sufficiently  acquaiated  with  the  history 
of  that  rebellion  to  know,  that  when  Lord  Lovat  was  tried 
at  this  bar,  the  proceedings  against  him  were  not  founded  on 
Becond-hand  hearsay.  The  existence  of  the  rebellion  of 
1745  was  proved,  notwithstanding  its  notoriety ;  but  neither 
notoriety  nor  proof  would  have  signified  anything,  if  Lord 
liovat's  participation  in  it  had  not  been  brought  home  to  him 
diiectly,  personally,  and  particularly.  Yet  a  chief  justice, 
sent  to  India  to  represent  the  sacred  majesty  of  the  crown  of 
England,  has  gone  so  far  as  to  say  at  your  bar,  that  no  more 
doubt  could  be  entertained  of  the  existence  either  of  the  re- 
bellion or  the  guilt  of  the  Begums,  than  of  the  rebellion  in 
1745.  Besides,  he  forgets  that  he  himself  carried  the  order 
to  confiscate  these  people's  property  without  any  trial  what- 
ever. But  this  is  the  way  of  proceeding  by  an  English  chief 
justice  in  India — a  chief  justice  who  had  rendered  himself 
the  instrument,  the  letter-carrier,  the  messenger — I  had 
almost  said,  the  executioner  of  Mr.  Hastings. 

From  this  view  of  the  whole  matter,  your  lordships  will 
form  an  estimate  of  the  spirit  of  Indian  government  and  In- 
dian justice.  But  to  blow  away  and  to  put  an  end  to  all 
their  false  pretences,  their  hearsays,  and  talks  of  nudjeeves 
and  wounds  and  the  like,  I  ask  who  is  the  first  witness  that 
we  have  produced  upon  this  occasion  ?  It  is  the  Nabob  him- 
self, negativing  all  these  pretences.  Did  he  believe  them  ? 
'Not  a  word  from  him  of  any  rebellion  actual'  or  suspected. 
Sir  Elijah  Impey  indeed  said  that  he  was  obliged  to  wheel 
round  and  to  avoid  that  dangerous  place  Fyzabad.  His 
&iends  lurged  him  to  this. — For  God's  sake,  say  they,  have  a 
reverend  care  of  your  sacred  person !  What  will  become  of 
the  justice  of  India  ?  What  will  become  of  the  natives,  if 
you,  their  legitimate  protector,  should  fiall  into  the  hands  of 
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these  wicked  rebellious  women  at  Eysabad  ?  Bat  although 
the  chief  justice  does  this,  the  Nabob,  whose  deposition  is 
said  to  be  the  first  object  of  this  rebellion,  takes  leaTe  of  Mr. 
Hastings  at  the  very  moment  when  it  is  raging  in  the  high* 
est  possible  degree,  and  gallops  into  its  veiy  focus. 

And  under  what  circumstances  does  he  do  this  P  He  had 
brought  some  considerable  forces  with  him.  No  man  of  his 
rank  in  that  country  ever  goes  without  them.  He  left  a  part 
of  these  forces  with  Mr.  Hastings,  notwithstanding  he  was 
going  into  the  centre  of  the  rebellion.  He  then  went  oai 
with  a  corps  of  about  a  thousand  horse.  He  even  lefb  a  par^ 
of  these  with  Mr.  Middleton,  and  galloped,  attended  by  a  few 
horse,  into  the  yery  capital,  where  the  B^n^mis,  we  are  told, 
had  ten  thousand  armed  men.     He  put  himself  into  their 

Eower,  and  not  satisfied  with  this,  the  very  first  thing  we 
ear  of  him  after  his  arrival  is,  tbiat  he  paid  his  mother  a 
friendly  visit.  Thus  rushing  into  the  den  of  a  lioness  who 
was  going  to  destroy  her  own  whelp.  Is  it  to  be  credited, 
my  lords,  that  a  prince  would  act  thus  who  believed  that  a 
conspiracy  was  formed  against  him  by  his  own  mother  P  Is 
it  to  be  (credited  that  any  man  would  trust  a  mother  who, 
contrary  to  all  the  rules  of  nature  and  pcdicy,  had  coni^ired 
to  destroy  her  own  son  ? 

Upon  this  matter  your  lordships  have  the  evidence  of  Cap- 
tain Edwards,  who  was  aide-de-camp  to  the  Nabob,  who  waa 
about  his  person,  his  attendant  at  Chunar,  and  his  attendant 
back  again.  I  am  not  producing  this  to  exculpate  the  Be- 
gums ; — ^for  I  say  you  cannot  try  them  here ;  you  have  not 
the  parties  before  you ;  they  ought  to  have  been  tried  on  the 
spot  ;^but  I  am  going  to  demonstrate  the  iniquity  of  this 
aoommable  plot  beyond  all  doubt,  for  it  is  necessary  youp 
lordships  should  know  the  length,  breadth,  and  depth  of  thia 
mystery  of  iniquity. 

Captain  Edwards  being  asked — "Whether  he  ever  heard 
any  native  of  credit  and  authori^  in  the  Nabob's  dominions, 
who  appeared  to  believe  the  rebellion  of  the  Begums  ?*—A* 
No,  I  never  did.  Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that 
the  Nabob  gave  credit  to  it  ? — A,  I  really  cannot  rightly 
presume  to  say  whether  the  Nabob  did  or  did  not ;  but  I  am 
apt  to  believe  that  he  did  not.  Q,  Have  you  any  reason,  and 
what,  to  form  a  belief  about  it  ? — A,  I  Imve.    I  think  if  he 
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supposed  tlie  rebellion  ever  existed  at  Pyzabad,  he  wotdd 
have  been  the  first  person  to  take  and  give  the  alarm  to  the 
British  troops.  Q.  And  no  such  alarm  was  taken  or  given 
to  the  British  troops  ? — A.  No,  I  think  not ;  as  I  was  ahrays 
about  his  person  and  in  the  camp,  I  think  I  certainly  must 
harre  known  it  or  heard  of  it ;  but  I  never  did." 

We  assure  your  lordships  you  will  find  upon  your  printed 
minutes,  that  Captain  Edwards  says  he  was  credioly  informed 
that  the  Nabob  left  behind  him  a  part  of  his  guard  of  horse ; 
fltnd  that  so  desirous  was  he  to  go  into  the  power  of  this  cruel 
lioness,  his  mother,  that  he  advanced,  as  he  is  a  vigorous 
man,  and  a  bold  and  spirited  rider,  leaving  all  his  guards  be- 
hind him,  and  rode  before  them  into  the  middle  of  Eyzabad. 
— ^There  is  some  more  evidence  to  the  same  purpose  in  an- 
frwer  to  the  question  put  next  to  that  which  1  read  before. 

"  Q.  When  you  did  hear  of  the  rebellion,  did  not  you  un- 
derstand it  to  nave  been  alleged  that  one  object  of  it  was  to 
dtftimme  the  Nabob  himself,  as  well  as  to  extirpate  the  Eng- 
lish P — A.  I  understood  that  the  intention  of  the  princesses, 
the  Begums,  was  to  extirpate  the  English  troops  out  of  the 
country  and  out  of  those  dominions,  and  likewise  to  depose 
her  son,  and  set  another  son,  who  seems  to  have  been  a  great- 
er fiivourite  of  that  familv,  upon  the  throne,  in  the  room  of 
the  present  Nabob,  and  that  son's  name  is  Saadit  Ali. 
I  have  only  heard  this  from  report-  I  have  no  other  know- 
ledge but  mere  report.  I  understood  from  the  report,  she 
wa0  to  extirpate  the  English,  and  depose  her  son,  who  is  now 
upon  the  throne.  Q.  Was  it  afber  or  before  the  seizing  of 
1m  treasures,  that  you  heard  a  circumstantial  account  of  the 
supposed  object  of  the  rebellion  ? — A,  The  report  was  more 
gmeral  aft^  the  seizing  of  the  treasures ;  but  yet  there  were 
r^K>rta  prevailing  in  the  neighbourhood,  that  our  troops  were 
sent  there  in  consequence  of  the  charge  that  was  made  by 
Odooel  Hannay  and  some  of  his  officers,  of  a  rebellion  exist- 
ing then  at  Eyzabad,  or  having  existed^  I  cannot  rightly  say 
w&ch.  Q.  Was  that  report  after  the  order  for  the  troops 
to  inarch  to  Eyzabad  ? — ui.  It  was  more  general,  it  was  very 
general  then  when  the  troops  did  march  there,  and  more 
gmend  after  the  seizing  of  the  treasures.  Q.  When  did 
Hie  troops  first  march  ? — A,  It  was  some  time  in  l^e  month 
of  January,  I  believe  in  the  year  1782.     Q.    While  you 
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was  with  the  Nabob  in  passing  from  Lucknow  to  Chunar, 
and  while  you  was  with  him,  or  the  army  returning  from 
Chunar,  did  you  then,  out  of  the  whole  army  regular  or  irre^ 
gular,  ever  hear  of  any  report  of  the  Begums  being  in  rebels 
Bon  ? — A,  No ;  I  do  not  recoUect  I  ever  £d.  Q.  I^on  cross- 
examination — do  you  recoUect  at  what  time  in  August,  1781, 
you  left  Lucknow  to  proceed  with  the  Nabob  to  Chunar  ? — 
A,  No ;  1  cannot  rightly  mention  the  date ;  all  that  I  know 
is  this,  that  1  accompanied  the  Nabob,  Mr.  Middleton,  and 
his  attendants  all  the  way  from  Lucknow  to  Chunar ; — ^I 
really  cannot  recollect,  1  hiEtve  no  notes,  and  it  is  so  distant 
a  time  since  that  I  do  not  recoUect  the  particulars  of  the 
month  or  the  day ;  but  I  recoUect  perfectly  I  accompanied 
the  Nabob  aU  the  way  from  Lucknow  to  Chunar,  and  re- 
turned again  with  him  until  he  struck  off  on  the  road  for 
Fyzabad." 

Your  lordships  see  plainly  the  whole  of  this  matter ;  when 
they  had  resolved  to  seize  the  Begums'  treasures,  they  propa- 
gated this  report  just  in  proportion  to  their  aqfs.  As  they 
proceeded,  the  report  grew  hotter  and  hotter.  This  man 
teUs  you  when  it  was  that  the  propagation  of  this  report  first 
began,  when  it  grew  hot,  and  when  it  was  in  its  greatest 
heat.  He  teUs  you  that  not  one  native  of  credit  in  the 
country  beUeved  it ;  that  he  did  not  think  the  Nabob  himself 
believed  it;  and  he  gives  a  reason  that  speaks  for  itself 
namely,  that  he,  the  Nabob,  would  have  been  the  first  man 
to  give  the  alarm  if  he  beUeved  in  a  rebeUion,  as  he  was  to 
be  the  object  of  it. 

He  says  the  EngHsh  were  the  principal  spreaders  of  the 
report.  It  was  in  fact  a  wicked  report  propagated  by  Mr. 
Middleton  and  the  English  agents,  for  the  purpose  of  justify- 
ing their  iniquitous  spoliation  of  the  Begums. 

This  is  the  manner  in  which  the  matter  stands  upon  the 
ground  of  rebellion,  with  the  exception  of  Major  Gilpin's  and 
Hyder  Beg  Kh^ln's  testimony.  This  last  man  we  have  proved 
to  have  been  kept  in  his  office  by  Mr.  Hastings's  influence, 
and  to  have  been  entirely  under  his  government.  When 
this  dependant  comes  to  give  his  attestation,  he  gives  a  long 
account  of  aU  the  proceecUngs  of  Cheit  Sing's  rebellion,  with 
which  the  rebellion  charged  on  the  Begums  was  supposed  to 
be  coincident ;  and  he  ends  it  very  remarkably — ^thafc  he  tells 
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the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  But  it  is  also 
remarkable,  that  even  this  Hyder  Beg  Kh^  never  mentions 
by  name  the  rebellion  of  the  Begums,  nor  says  that  he  ever 
heard  a  word  about  it :  a  strong  proof  that  he  did  not  dare, 
in  the  face  of  his  country,  to  give  countenance  to  such  a 
fidsebood. 

Major  Gilpin's  evidence  leaves  not  even  the  shadow  of  a 
pretence  for  this  charge.  He  had  the  Begums  and  their 
eunuchs  under  his  custody  for  a  full  year ;  he  was  strictly 
^ered  to  watch  them  and  to  guard  them,  and  during  all 
iihat  time  he  lived  at  Fyzabad.  He  was  the  man  who  com- 
manded the  troops ;  who  had  aU  the  witnesses  in  his  power ; 
who  had  daily  access  to  all  parties  at  Fyzabad ;  and  who, 
moreover,  was  a  person  attached  to  Mr.  Hastings  in  the 
strongest  manner. 

Tour  lordships  will  now  be  pleased  to  hear  read  to  you 
this  part  of  Major  Gilpin's  evidence : — "  Q,  Had  you  any 
opportunity  of  knowing  the  character  of  the  Begums,  and 
whether  they  were  disaffected  to  our  government  ? — A,  I  had 
a  very  good  opportunity  of  knowing,  from  the  circumstance 
of  my  having  commanded  so  long  there ;  the  elder  Begum, 
it  was  generally  understood  (and  I  have  reason  to  believe), 
was  disaffected  to  our  government ;  and  my  sentiments  of 
her  conduct  stand  recorded  in  my  correspondence  to  the  court 
of  Lucknow  to  that  effect ;  but  with  respect  to  the  Bow  Be- 
gum, I  acquit  her  entirely  of  any  disaffection  to  our  govern- 
ment, so  mr  as  comes  to  my  knowledge ;  appearances  were 
for  some  time  against  her,  but  on  cool,  deliberate  inquiry,  I 
found  there  was  no  ground  for  supposing  her  guilty  of  any 
r^>ellious  principles,  at  the  time  of  Oheit  Sing's  rebellion. 
Q.  Whether  that,  according  to  your  belief,  is  not  your  pre- 
sent opinion  ? — A»  I  think  I  have  answered  that  very  fully, 
that  it  was  upon  those  very  principles  that  I  did  form  an 
opinion  of  her  innocence ;  how  far  they  are  justifiable  or 
nght,  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  say  upon  oath  ;  there  was 
no  one  circumstance  that  came  to  my  knowledge  during  my 
reddmice  at  Fyzabad,  or  my  residence  in  India,  that  I  would 
wish  to  withhold  from  yoiur  lordships.  Q.  You  state  here, 
upon  cool,  deliberate  inquiry ;  what  was  that  cool,  deliberate 
inquiry  ? — A,  That  cool,  deliberate  inquiry  was  the  conversa- 
tions 1  had  with  the  ministers  and  the  people  of  Fyzabad, 


d  by  Google 


288  SPEECH  TS  THE.IICPEACHMEHT   OF 

and  the  letters  from  herself  expressing  her  innocence ;  and 
it  appeared  to  me  from  those  letters  <that  she  really  was  our 
friend  and  ally." 

The  same  witness  goes  on  afterwards  to  say : — '^  Q,  I  un- 
derstood you  to  say,  that  originally  the  report  prevailed  with 
respect  to  both  the  Begums,  but  that  you  was  induced  to  alter 
that  opinion  with  respect  to  the  younger  Begum,  in  conse- 
quience  of  Mr.  Gordon's  letters  and  the  intelligence  of  some 
of  her  ministers  and  oth^  perscms ;  were  not  those  other 
persons  in  the  interest  of  the  younger  Begum  ? — A.  In  ge- 
neral the  town  of  Fyzabad  were  in  her  interest.  Q.  In  what 
sense  do  you  mean  generally  in  her  interest ;  were  ihe  per- 
sons you  conversed  with  merely  those  who  were  in  her  ser- 
vice and  household,  or  the  inhabitants  of  Eyzabad  in  gener- 
al ? — A,  Both ;  I  held  conversations  with  both  h&t  own  bocfy 
servants  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  city.  lA  Utile  lower 
doum  in  the  same  page  J]  What  do  you  mean  by  the  word 
rebellion,  as  applied  to  the  Begums ;  in  what  s^ise  do  y<m 
use  it  ? — A.  In  raising  troops  and  in  other  acts  of  rebellioii, 
in  the  common  acceptation  of  the  word.  Q.  Against  whom  ? 
— A.  Against  the  Nabob's  government  and  the  Britidi  go- 
vernment jointly  ;  but  I  beg  to  kniow  the  particular  time  and 
circumstance  the  question  tdludes  to.  Q.  I  understand  you 
to  have  said,  you  understood  the  elder  Begum  was  in  a  con- 
stant state  of  rebellion ;  in  what  sense  do  you  use  the  word 
rebellion  P  did  you  say  the  elder  Begum  was  in  a  constant 
state  of  rebellion  ? — A,  I  always  understood  her  to  be  dis- 
affected to  the  English  government ;  it  might  not  be  a  prop^ 
expression  of  mine,  the  word  rebdlion.  Q.  Do  you  know 
of  any  act  by  the  elder  Begum  against  the  Vizier  ? — A,  I 
cannot  state  any.  Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  act  which  y«i 
call  rebellion,  committed  by  the  elder  Begum  i^iainst  the 
Company  P-^Ji.  I  do  not  know  of  any  particular  circumstaoiee, 
only  it  was  gaierally  supposed  that  she  was  disaffected  to 
the  Company.  Q.  What  acts  of  disaffection  or  hostility 
towards  tibe  English  do  you  allude  to,  when  you  speak  off 
the  conversation  of  the  world  at  the  time  ?— -i.  I  have  oa^ 
swered  that  question  as  fuUy  as  I  can,  that  it  was  nothiiBf 
but  conversation,  that  I  knew  of  no  particular  act  ot  deaa 
myself." 

This  man  then  dedares,  as  your  lordships  have  heard. 
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tiiat  upon  cool,  deliberate  inquiry  made  at  Eyzabad  &om  all 
the  innabitants,  he  did  not  believe  in  the  existence  of  any 
rebellion.  That  as  to  the  Bow  Begum,  the  grandmother,  who 
was  a  person  that  could  only  be  charged  with  it  in  a  second- 
ary decree,  and  as  conspiring  with  the  other,  he  says,  he 
knows  no  factis  against  her;  except  that  at  the  battle  of 
Boxar,  in  the  year  1764,  she  had  used  some  odd  expressions 
ecfDcexmng  the  English,  who  were  then  at  war  with  her  son, 
Sujah  Dowlah.  This  was  long  before  we  had  any  empire  or 
pret^ice  to  empire  in  that  part  of  India ;  therefore  the  ex- 
pression of  a  rebellion,  which  he  had  used  with  regard  to  her, 
was,  he  acknowledged,  improper ;  and  that  he  only  meant  he 
had  formed  some,  opinion  of  her  disaffection  to  the  English. 

As  to  the  Begum,  he  positively  acquits  her  of  any  rebel- 
lion. If  he  therefwre  did  not  know  it,  who  was  an  active 
ofBcer  in  the  very  centre  of  the  alleged  rebellion,  and  who 
was  in  possession  of  all  the  persons  from  wh(Hn  information 
was  to  be  got,  who  had  the  eunuchs  in  prison,  and  might 
have  charged  them  with  this  rebellion,  and  might  have  ex- 
amined and  cross-examined  them  at  his  pleasure  ;  if  this  man 
knew  nothing  about  it,  your  lordships  will  judge  of  the  false- 
hood d  this  wicked  rumour,  spread  about  j&om  hand  to  hand, 
and  which  was  circulated  by  persons  who  at  the  same  time 
have  declared  i^t  they  never  heard  of  it,  before  Sir  Elijah 
Impey  went  up  into  the  country,  the  messenger  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's orders,  to  sei^  the  treasures  of  the  Begums,  and  com- 
missumed  to  procure  evidence  in  justification  of  that  violence 
and  robbery. 

I  now  go  to  another  ^rt  of  this  evidence.  There  is  a 
pereon  they  call  Hoolas  Koi ;  a  man  in  the  employment  of 
the  rettdeiit,  Mr.  Middleton.  The  gentlemen  who  are  counsd 
&r  ike  prisoner  have  exclaimed, — Oh !  he  was  nothing  but  a 
news  writ^.  What!  do  you  take  any  notice  of  himP 
Your  lordships  would  imagine  that  the  man  whom  they  treat 
in  tloB  maimer,  and  whose  negative  evidence  they  tmnk  fit 
to  de^se,  was  no  better  than  the  writers  of  those  scandalous 
paragraphs  which  are  published  in  our  dadly  papers,  to  mis^ 
rmesent  ihe  fHroceedmgs  of  this  court  to  the  public.  But 
woo  in  fact  is  this  Hooltts  Eoi,  whom  they  represent,  lor  the 
convenience  of  the  day,  to  be  nothing  but  a  news  writer  P 
I  mil  read  to  your  lordships  a  letter  from  Major  Baylor  to 
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Colonel  Jaques,  commanding  tlie  second  battalion,  20th  regi- 
ment. 

"  Sir, — Hoolas  Eoi,  the  person  appointed  by  the  Nabob  for 
transacting  the  business  for  which  the  troops  are  required 
here,  will  hold  constant  communication  and  intercourse  with 
70U ;  and  as  he  is  instructed  and  acquainted  with  the  best 
method  to  accomplish  this  business,  Mr.  Middleton  requests 
implicit  attention  to  be  paid  to  what  he  may  from  time  to 
time  represent  respecting  the  prisoners,  or  the  business  on 
which  he  is  employed ;  in  short,  as  he  is  the  person  nomin- 
ated by  the  Nabob,  he  wishes  Hoolas  Eoi  to  be  considered  in 
the  same  light  as  if  he  himself  was  present.'* 

Mr.  Middleton,  in  a  letter  to  Lieutenant  Francis  Butledge, 
writes  thus  of  him :  "  Sir, — When  this  note  is  delivered  to 
you  by  Hoolas  Eoi,  I  have  to  desire  that  you  order  the  two 
prisoners  to  be  put  in  irons,  keeping  them  from  all  food,  Ac., 
agreeably  to  my  instructions  of  yesterday;" 

You  will  first  see  in  how  cpnfidential  a  manner  Hoolas 
Eoi  was  employed,  and  in  what  light  he  was  held.  That  he 
was  employed  to  carry  some  instructions  which  do  not  indeed 
appear,  out  were  accompanied  by  an  order  from  Mr.  Middle- 
ton.  '*  When  these  instructions  shall  come  to  you,  to  put 
these  prisoners  in  irons  and  keep  them  without  food,"  &c. 
The  Be^ms  say,  without  food  and  water.  Et  cetera  are 
words  of  large  import — ^but  he  was  "  to  keep  them  without 
food,  &c.,  agreeably  to  my  instructions  of  yesterday."  This 
was  a  pretty  general  warrant  for  sufferings.  This  Hoolas  Eoi, 
this  mere  news  writer,  was  not  only  intrusted  with  this  war- 
rant, but  Mr.  Middleton  declares  mm  to  be  a  person  who  was 
to  be  received  there,  and  to  represent  the  Nabob,  and  very 
justly  too ;  for  he,  Mr.  Middleton,  was  undoubtedly  the  real 
Nabob  of  the  country.  The  man  therefore,  whom  they  talk 
of  in  this  contemptuous  manner,  in  order  to  make  slight  of  an 
observation  we  made,  and  which  I  shall  make  again,  and 
whom  they  affect  to  consider  as  a  mere  paragraph-monger  in 
some  scandalous  newspaper,  was  a  man  vested  by  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton with  authority  equal  to  that  of  the  Nabob  himself. 

Mr.  Hastings  not  only  thought  him  of  consequence  enough 
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to  be  a  witness  to  the  severities  used  on  the  ministers  of  the 
Begums,  but  he  considered  that  he  would  afterwards  be  a  fit 
witness  to  the  rebellion.  I  pra^  your  lordships  to  mark  this 
-—he  sent  for  this  Hoolas  lloi  (who  is  now  nothing  but  a 
mere  paragraph-monger), — ^he  sent  for  him  from  Fyzabad  to 
Benares — a  pretty  long  journey ;  and  at  last  caused  him  to 
biB  examined  before  Sir  Elijan  Impey.  He  has,  however, 
sunk  his  evidence ;  a  suppression  which  is  strongly  in  favour 
of  the  Begums,  and  equally  strong  against  their  accuser. 
Here  we  have  a  man  who  was  intrusted  with  all  their  or- 
ders ;  who  represented  the  English  government ;  who  repre- 
sented the  Nabob's  government ;  this  man  is  sent  for  by  Mr. 
Hastings :  he  gives  his  depositions  'before  Sir  Elijah  Impey ; 
and  the  deposition  so  fi;iven  is  not  to  be  found  either  upon 
the  Company's  record,  in  Sir  Elijah  Impey's  trunk,  in  Jona- 
than Scott's  trunk,  nor  in  any  other  place  whatever.  The 
evidence  of  a  witness  who  could  speak  most  clearly,  as  pro- 
bably he  did,  and  most  decisively  upon  this  subject  is  sunk. 
They  suppress,  and  dare  not  produce,  the  affidavit  of  the  man 
who  was  at  the  bottom  of  every  secret  of  both  governments. 
They  had  the  folly  to  let  jrou  know,  obliquely,  that  he  had 
been  sent  for  by  Mr.  Hastings,  but  they  conceal  the  inform- 
ation obtained  from  him ;  a  silence  more  damning  than  any 
positive  evidence  could  be.  You  have  here  a  proof  of  their 
practice  of  producing  such  evidence  only  as  they  thought 
most  favourable  to  their  wicked  purposes,  in  the  destruction 
of  this  great»and  ancient  family. 

But  ^  the  English,  they  say,  believed  in  the  existence  of 
this  rebellion.  This  we  deny.  Mr.  Purling,  who  was  resi- 
dent the  year  before  its  pretended  explosion,  has  told  you 
that  he  never  knew  of  anything  like  a  plot  carrying  on  by 
these  women.  We  were  almost  ashamed  to  put  the  question 
to  him.  Did  Mr.  Bristow,  the  next  resident,  know  or  believe 
in  this  plot  ?  He  seems,  indeed,  to  have  been  induced  to 
give  some  oblique  hints  to  Mr.  Hastings  of  improper  conduct 
on  the  part  of  the  Begums,  but  without  stating  what  it  was. 
In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Hastings,  he  appears  to  endeavour  to  soften 
the  aruel  temper  of  this  inflexible  man,  by  going  a  little  way 
with  him,  by  admitting  that  he  thought  they  had  behaved 
improperly.  When  Mr.  Wombwell,  another  resident,  is  asked 
whether  any  Englishman  doubted  of  it,  he  says,  Mr.  Bristow 
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doubted  of  it.  No  one  indeed  who  reads  these  papers  can 
avoid  seeing  that  Mr.  Bristow  did  not  believe  one  word  of  it ; 
no  more,  in  fact,  than  did  Mr.  Hastings  or  anvbody  else. 

But,  my  lords,  let  us  go  from  ^  these  infenor  agents  and 
servants  of  the  Company  to  their  higher  officers.  Did  Mr. 
Stables  believe  it  ?  This  gentleman  was  Mr.  Hastings's  col- 
league in  the  council,  a  man  of  as  much  honour,  I  really  be- 
lieve, as  ever  went  to  India ;  a  faithful  old  servant  of  the 
Company,  and  very  worthy  of  credit.  I  believe  there  is  not 
a  spot  upon  him  during  aU  his  long  service  under  the  Com- 
pany— if  any,  it  is  his  being  a  little  too  obsequious,  some- 
times, to  Mr.  Hastings.  Did  he  believe  it  ?  No,  he  did  not; 
and  yet  he  was  one  of  the  persons  authorized  to  investigate 
it  cooUy,  and  most  able  to  do  so.  TJipon  the  whole,  then,  the 
persons  who  best  knew  the  state  of  the  country  did  not  be- 
lieve it;  the  Nabob  did  not  believe  it;  l^e  Begums  were 
never  charged  with  it ;  no  around  of  suspicion  is  suggested, 
except  loose  rumours  and  the  story  of  two  nudjeeves.  Under 
the^e  circumstances  the  treasures  of  these  ancient  ladies  were 
seized,  their  property  confiscated,  and  the  Nabob  dragged 
most  reluctantly  to  this  act.  Yes,  my  lords,  this  poor,  mis- 
erable victim  was  forced  to  violate  all  the  laws  of  nature,  aU 
decency,  all  property ;  to  rob  his  own  mother  for  the  ben^t 
of  Mr.  Hastmgs.  AU  this  he  was  forced  to  do,  he  was  made 
the  reluctant  instrument  of  punishing  his  mother  and  grand- 
mother for  a  plot  of  which  even  their  accusers  do  not  pre- 
tend to  say  that  the  parties  accused  had  ever  received  any 
intimation. 

My  lords,  in  forming  your  judgment  upon  this  nefarious 
proceeding,  your  lordships  will  not  fail  to  adviBrt  to  the  Ainda- 
mental  principles,  the  acknowledged  maxims,  and  established 
rules  of  aU  judgment  and  justice, — that  conviction  ought  to 
precede  execution ;  that  trial  ought  to  precede  conviction ; 
and  that  a  prosecutor's  information  and  evidence  ought  to  be 
the  preliminary  step  and  substance  of  the  trial.  Here  every- 
thing was  reversed :  Sir  Elijah  Impey  goes  up  with  the  order 
for  execution ;  the  party  accused  is  neither  arraigned  »or 
tried.  This  same  Sir  Ehjah  then  proceeds  to  seek  far  wit- 
nesses and  to  take  affidavits,  and  in  the  mean  time  neither  the 
Nabob,  the  ostensible  prosecutor,  nor  his  mother  and  grand- 
mother, the  parties  accused,  knew  one  word  of  the  matter. 
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But  possibly  some  peculiarity  in  tbe  circumstances  of  the 
case  rendered  such  a  proceeding  necessary,  and  may  justify 
it.  No  such  peculiarity  has  been  proved  or  even  aUeeed ; 
nay,  it  is  in  the  highest  degree  improbable  that  it  could  have 
existed,  Mr.  Hastings  ^d  another  opportunity  of  doing 
himsdf  justice ;  when  an  account  of  this  business  was  trans- 
mitted to  the  court  of  directors,  they  ordered  him  to  inquire 
into  it :  and  your  lordships  will  see  what  he  did  in  conse- 
quence of  this  order.  Tour  lordships  will  then  judge  of  the 
^da^me  audacity  of  the  defence  which  he  has  made  of  this 
set  at  your  bar,  after  having  refused  to  institute  any  inquiry 
into  it,  although  he  had  the  positive  order  of  the  court  of 
directors,  and  was  in  the  place  where  that  inquiry  could  be 
made  effecfcually,  and  in  the  place  where  the  tmfortunate 
womai  could  have  an  opportunity  of  clearing  themselves. 

I  will  first  read  to  your  lordships  an  extract  from  the  letter 
of  the  court  of  directors  to  the  board  at  Calcutta ;  dated  the 
14^  of  February,  1783. 

4. — "By  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  [of  Chunar]  the 
Nabob  is  permitted  to  resume  such  jaghires  as  he  shall  think 
proper,  with  a  reserve,  that  all  such  jaghirdars,  for  the 
amount  of  whose  jaghires  the  Company  are  guarantees,  shall, 
in  case  of  a  resumption  of  their  lands,  be  paid  the  amount 
<rf  1^  net  collections  through  the  resident. 

5. — "  We  do  not  see  how  the  Gk>vemor- General  oould  con- 
sent to  the  resumption  of  such  lands  as  the  Company  had 
engaged  should  remain  in  the  hands  of  those  who  possessed 
ihem  previous  to  the  execution  of  the  late  treaty,  without 
stronger  proofs  of  the  Begum's  defection  than  have  been  laid 
•before  us;  neither  can  we  allow  it  to  be  good  policy  to 
leduce  the  several  jaghirdars,  and  thus  uniting  the  territory, 
and  the  troops  maintained  for  the  protection  of  that  territory, 
under  one  head,  who,  by  that  means,  at  some  future  pmod, 
may  become  a  very  powerful  enemy  to  the  Company. 

6. — **  With  respect  to  tho  resumption  of  the  jaghires  pos- 
sessed by  the  Begums  in  particular,  and  the  subsequent 
seiEure  of  the  treasure  deposited  with  ihe  Vizier's  mother, 
wkidi  the  Gbvemor-Geneial,  in  his  letter  to  the  board,  23rd 
January,  1782,  has  declared  he  strenuously  encouraged  and 
supported,  we  hope  and  trust,  for  the  honour  of  the  British 
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nation,  that  the  measure  appeared  to  be  fully  justified  in  the 
eyes  of  all  Hindostan. 

"  The  Governor- General  ]ias  informed  us,  that  it  can  be 
well  attested  that  the  Begums  principally  excited  and  sup- 
ported the  late  commotions,  and  that  tney  carried  their  invet- 
eracy to  the  English  nation  so  fer  as  to  aim  at  our  utter 
extirpation. 

7. — "  It  must  have  been  pubUcly  known,  that  in  1775  the 
resident  at  the  Vizier's  court  not  only  obtained  from  the 
Begum,  widow  of  the  late  Sujah  Dowlah,  on  the  Nabob's  ac- 
count, thirty  lacks  of  rupees,  half  of  which  was,  to  be  paid 
to  the  Company,  but  also  the  forbearance  of  twenty-six 
lacks,  for  the  repayment  of  which  she  had  security  in  land, 
on  the  Nabob's  agreeing  to  renounce  all  further  claim  upon 
her,  and  that  to  this  agreement  the  Company  were  guaran- 
tees. 

8.— "We  find  that,  on  the  21st  December,  1775,  the 
Begum  complained  of  a  breach  of  engagements  on  the  part 
of  the  Nabob,  soliciting  your  protection  for  herself,  her 
mother,  and  for  all  the  women  belonging  to  the  seraglio  of 
the  late  Nabob  from  the  distresses  to  which  they  were  re- 
duced— ^in  consequence  whereof  it  was  agreed  in  consultation, 
3rd  January,  1776,  to  remonstrate  with  the  Vizier;  the 
Governor-General  remarking — that,  as  the  representative  of 
our  government  has  become  an  agent  in  this  business,  and  has 
pledged  the  honour  and  faith  of  the  Company  for  the  punctual 
observance  of  the  conditions  under  which  the  treaty  was 
concluded,  you  had  a  right  to  interfere,  and  justice  de- 
manded it,  if  it  should  appear  that  those  engagements  have 
been  violated. 

"  And  the  board  at  the  same  time  resolved, — ^that,  as  soon 
as  the  Begum's  engagements  with  the  Nabob,  to  which  Mr. 
Bristow  is  a  party,  shall  be  fulfilled  on  her  part,  this  govern- 
ment will  think  themselves  bound  to  protect  her  against  any 
further  demand  or  molestation. 

9. — "  K  therefore  the  disaffection  of  the  Begums  was  not 
a  matter  of  public  notoriety,  we  cannot  but  be  alarmed  for 
the  effects  which  these  subsequent  transactions  must  have 
had  on  the  minds  of  the  natives  of  India ; — ^the  only  conso- 
lation we  feel  upon  this  occasion  is,  that  the  amount  of  those 
jaghires,  for  which  the  Company  were  guarantees,  is  to  be  paid 
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through  our  resident  at  the  court  of  the  Vizier ;  and  it  very 
matenally  concerns  the  credit  of  your  government  on  no  ac- 
count to  suffer  such  payments  to  be  evaded. 

10.^"  If  it  shall  hereafter  be  found  that  the  Begums  did 
not  tiJce  that  hostile  part  against  the  Company  which  has 
been  represented  (as  well  in  the  GU)vemor-General's  narra- 
tive as  in  several  documents  therein  referred  to ;  and  as  it  no- 
where appears,  from  the  papers  at  present  in  our  possession, 
that  they  excited  any  commotion  previous  to  the  imprison- 
ment of  Bajah  Oheit  Sing),  but  only  armed  themselves  in 
ooneequence  of  that  transaction ;  and  as  it  is  probable  that 
such  a  conduct  proceeded  entirely  from  motives  of  self-de- 
fence, under  an  apprehension  that  they  themselves  might 
likewise  be  laid  under  unwarrantable  contributions,  we  direct 
that  you  use  your  influence  with  the  Vizier,  that  their  jag- 
hires  may  be  restored  to  them ;  but  if  they  should  be  under 
awrehensions  respecting  the  future  conduct  of  the  Vizier, 
and  with  our  further  protection,  it  is  our  pleasure  that  you 
afford  those  ladies  an  asylum  within  the  Company's  territories, 
and  these  be  paid  the  amount  of  the  net  collections  of  their 
jaghires,  agreeable  to  the  second  article  of  the  late  treaty, 
through  the  medium  of  our  resident,  as  may  be  ascertained 
upon  an  average  estimate  of  some  years  back." 

Tou  see,  my  lords,  the  directors  had  received  every  one 
of  his  false  impressions.  They  had  conceived  an  idea  that, 
^fter  the  rebellion  of  Cheit  Sing  (but  not  before,  upon  his 
own  showing),  the  Begums  had  shown  a  disposition  to  arm. 
They  here  assume  a  fidse  fact,  which  Mr.  Hastings  stated  in 
his  representation  of  the  business  to  them.  They  assume  a 
variety  of  other  Mee  fects, — they  assume  that  the  amount  of 
the  jaghires  of  the  Begums  was  to  be  paid  them  in  regular 
pensions,  whereas  they  were  totally  connscated  without  any 
compensation  at  all.  And  yet,  upon  Mr.  Hastings's  own 
showing,  they  found  the  transaction  to  be  so  dishonourable  to 
the  British  government,  that  they  desire  him  to  make  in- 
quiry into  it,  and  give  redress  accordingly. 

Here  then  is  another  order  of  the  Company,  another  call 
upon  Mr.  Hastings,  to  examine  to  the  bottom  of  this  affair. 
The  directors,  after  giving  him  credit  for  that  enormous 
mass  of  falsehoods  which  we  have  proved  him  to  have  stated 
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in  his  namtive,  found  themselves  so  uttarlj  dissatisfied,  that 
they  gaye  this  conditional  order  to  restore  the  Begums  to 
theur  jaghires.  Your  lord^ips  will  find  it  in  evidence  upon 
your  minutes,  that  he  contumaciously  disobeyed  this  order ; 
that  he  would  not  consent  to  the  propositions  of  the  couneOi 
for  inquiring  into  the  conduct  of  th^  injured  women,  but 
stifled  every  attempt  that  was  made  by  others  to  do  th^n 
justice.  And  yet  he  here  has  the  effirontery  to  propose 
that  your  lordships  shoukL  inquire  into  the  business  at  yonur 
bar ;  that  you  should  investigate  a  matter  here,  which  he 
refused  to  inquire  into  on  the  spot,  though  expressly  ordered 
by  his  masters  so  to  do. 

I  will  now  read  to  ycNir  lordships  a  short  extract  from  his 
own  narrativ©  of  his  own  proceedings.  It  begins  with  re- 
citing part  of  a  note  entered  by  Mr.  Macph^rson  in  the 
considtations  of  the  council,  at  tne  time  when  the  orders  of 
the  court  of  directors,  which  I  have  just  alluded  to,  were 
taken  into  consideration : — "  What  the  court  of  direet(»rs 
seem  to  have  most  at  heart  are,  first,  that  the  engagement 
of  the  second  article  of  the  Benares  treaty  shoulji  be  faith- 
fully fulfilled;  and  seccHidly,  to  guard  against  the  future 
misconduct  of  the  Vizier,  if  he  sho^  be  disposed  to  cpjoess 
the  Begums : 

"  That  we  should  therefore  ascertain  whether  the  amount 
of  the  jachires  of  the  Begums  is  regularly  paid  to  them 
through  the  Company's  resident ;  and  give  them  notice  that 
no  future  demands  shall  be  ma^  upon  them.  This  the 
Gfovemor-General  might,  I  think,  do  in  a  letter,  that  would 
make  the  Begums  sensible  of  their  past  misconduct,  yet 
inform  them  of  the  lenity  and  gracious  intentions  of  the 
Company,  in  ordering  them  an  asylum  in  Bengftl,  in  case  of 
future  distress.'*  In  consequence  of  the  foregoing  opinion 
from  Mr.  Macpherson^  the  following  minute  was  d^iv^^ 
by  the  Governor- General : 

''  I  should  gladly  acquiesee  in  the  motion  made  hy^  Mjr. 
Macpherson,  if  I  thought  it  possible  to  frame  a  letter  to  the 
Begums  in  any  terms  which  should  at  the  same  time  convey 
the  intimation  proposed  by  it,  and  not  defeat  the  purpose  of 
it,  or  be  productive  oi  evils  greater  than  any  which  exist,  in 
consequence  of  the  proceedings  which  have  already  taken 
place,  and  which  time  has  ahnost  obliterated ;  the  orders  of 
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the  court  of  directors  are  conditional,  they  require  nothing ; 
but  in  the  event  of  discoveries  made  subsequent  to  the  ad- 
vices which  were  before  you  on  the  14th  February  last,  in 
alleviation  of  the  former  conduct  of  the  Begums,  nothing  has 
fflnee  appeared  in  relation  to  them  but  their  refusal,  or  rather 
t^t  of  one,  to  fulfil  her  engagements  for  the  payment  of  the 
remainder  of  the  sum  exacted.  &om  her  by  the  Nabob  Yizier, 
in  the  beginning  of  last  year.  Whatever  obedience  may  be 
due  to  the  dear  and  ascertained  spirit  of  the  orders  of  the 
court  of  directors,  this  obligation  cannot  extend  to  points  to 
which  neither  the  letter  nor  evident  spirit  of  their  orders  ap- 
ply. K I  am  rightly  informed,  the  Nabob  Yizier  and  the  Be- 
gcuns  are  on  terms  of  mutual  goodwill ;  it  would  ill  become 
tbia  government  to  interpose  its  influence  by  any  act  which 
nught  tend  to  revive  their  animosities,  and  a  very  slight  occa- 
sioB  w(»ild  be  sufficient  to  effect  it ;  it  wiU  be  te  little  pur- 
pose to  tell  them  that  their  conduct  has^  in  our  estimation  of 
jt,  been  very  wrong ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  announce  to 
ihem  the  orders  of  our  superiors,  which  more  than  indicate 
the  reverse ;  they  will  instantly  take  fire  on  such  a  declaration, 
proclaim  the  judgment  of  the  Company  in  their  favour,  de- 
mand a  reparation  of  the  acts  which  they  will  construe  wrongs, 
with  such  a  sentence  warranting  that  construction,  and  either 
aooept  the  invitation  to  the  proclaimed  scandal  of  the  Yizier, 
whidi  will  not  add  to  the  credit  of  our  government,  or  re- 
main in  his  dominions,  but  not  under  his  authority,  to  add 
to  his  vexations  and  the  disorders  of  the  country  by  con- 
tinued intrigues  and  seditions :  enough  already  exists  to  affect 
kis  peace  and  the  quiet  of  his  people ;  if  we  cannot  heal,  let 
us  not  inflame  the  wounds  which  nave  been  inflicted : 

''  If  the  Begums  think  themselves  aggrieved  to  such  a  de- 
gree as  to  justify  them  in  an  appeal  to  foreign  jurisdiction, 
to  appeal  to  it  against  a  man  standing  in  the  relation  of  son 
and  grandson  to  them ; — ^to  appeal  to  the  justice  of  those  who 
have  been  the  abettors  and  instruments  of  their  imputed 
wrongs ; — ^let  us  at  least  permit  them  to  be  the  judges  of  their 
own  idlings,  and  prefer  their  complaints,  before  we  oflfer  to 
redress  them  ;  they  will  not  need  to  be  prompted : 

"  I  hope  I  shall  not  depart  from  the  simiuicity  of  official 
language,  in  saying,  that  the  majesty  of  justice  ought  to  be 
approached  with  solicitation,  not  descend  to  provoke  or  in- 
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vite  it,  much  less  to  debase  itself  by  the  suggestion  of  wrongs 
and  the  promise  of  redress,  with  the  denunciation  of  punish- 
ment before  trial,  and  even  before  accusation." 

My  lords,  if,  since  the  beginning  of  the  world,  such  a  pa- 
per as  this  was  ever  before  written  by  a  person  standing  in 
the  relation  of  a  servant  to  his  master,  I  shall  allow  that 
every  word  we  have  said  to  your  lordships  upon  this  occasion 
to  mark  his  guilt  ought  to  be  expunged  from  your  minutes 
and  from  our  charges. 

Before  I  proceed  to  make  any  observations  upon  this  act 
of  open  rebellion  against  his  superiors,  I  must  beg  your  lord- 
ships to  remark  the  cruelty  of  purpose,  the  hostile  feeling  to^ 
wards  these  injured  women  which  were  displayed  in  this 
daring  defiance.  Your  lordships  will  find  that  he  never  is  a 
rebel  to  one  party  without  bemg  a  tyrant  to  some  others ; 
that  rebel  ana  tyrant  are  correlative  terms  when  applied  to 
him,  and  that  they  constantly  go  together. 

It  is  suggested  by  the  directors  that  the  Nabob  is  the  per- 
secutor, the  oppressor,  and  that  Mr.  Hastings  is  the  person 
who  is  td  redress  the  wrong ;  but  here  they  have  mistaken 
the  matter  totally.  For  we  have  proved  to  your  lordships 
that  Mr.  Hastings  was  the  principal  in  the  persecution,  and 
that  the  Nabob  was  only  an  instrument : — "  If  I  am  rightly 
informed,"  he  says,  "the  Nabob  and  the  Begums  are  on  terms 
of  mutual  goodwill.  It  would  ill  become  this  government 
to  interpose  its  influence  by  any  act  which  might  tend  to  re- 
vive their  animosities,  and  a  very  slight  occasion  would  be 
sufficient  to  efiect  it." — What  animosities  had  they  towards 
each  other  ?  None,  that  we  know  of  Mr.  Hastings  gets  the 
Nabob  to  rob  his  mother ;  and  then  he  supposes,  feontraiy  to 
truth,  contranr  to  fact,  contrary  to  everythmg  your  lordships 
have  heard,  that  the  Nabob  would  fail  into  a  fiiry  if  his 
mother  was  to  obtain  any  redress ;  and  that  if  the  least  in- 
quiry into  this  business  was  made,  it  would  create  a  flame  in 
tne  Nabob's  mind  on  account  of  the  active,  energetic,  spirited 
part  he  had  taken  in  these  transactions.  Therefore,  says  he. 
Oh !  for  God's  sake,  soothe  the  matter : — it  is  a  green  wound, 
— don't  uncover  it: — do  nothing  to  irritate: — ^it  will  be  to 
little  purpose  to  tell  them  that  their  conduct  has  in  our  esti- 
mation of  it  been  very  wrong,  and  at  the  same  time  an- 
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nooxice  to  tbem  the  orders  of  our  superiors,  which  more  than 
indicate  the  reverse.  Now,  ray  lords,  to  what  does  all  this 
amount  ?  First,  says  he,  I  will  not  do  them  justice. — ^I  will 
not  enter  upon  an  inquirjr  into  their  wrongs.  Why  ? — Be- 
cause they  charge  us  with  having  inflicted  them.  Then 
surely  for  that  reason  you  ought  to  commence  an  inquiry. 
No,  says  he,  that  would  be  telling  them  that  our  superiors 
suspect  we  are  in  the  wrong.  But  when  his  superiors  more 
th^  indicated  suspicions,  was  he  not  bound  tenfold  to  make 
that  inquiry,  for  his  honour  and  for  their  satisfaction,  which 
they  direct  him  to  make  ?  No,  he  will  not  do  it,  because, 
says  he,  the  Begums  would  either  accept  the  offer  of  an  asy- 
lum in  the  Company's  territories,  to  the  proclaimed  scandal  of 
the  Vizier,  which  would  noi?  add  to  the  credit  of  our  govern- 
ment ;  or  they  would  remain  in  his  dominions,  but  not  under 
his  authority,  to  add  to  his  vexations  and  the  disorders  of 
the  country,  by  continual  intrigues  and  seditions. 

You  see,  my  lords,  this  man  is  constantly  thrusting  this 
peaceable  Nabob  before  him,  goading  and  pushing  him  on,  as 
if  with  a  bayonet  behind,  to  the  commission  of  everything 
that  is  base  and  dishonourable.  You  have  him  here  declaring 
that  he  will  not  satfsfy  the  directors,  his  masters,  in  their  in- 
quiries about  those  acts,  for  fear  of  the  Nabob's  taking  um- 
brage, and  getting  into  a  flame  with  his  mother ;  and  for  fear 
the  mother,  supported  by  the  opinion  of  the  directors,  should 
be  induced  to  resent  her  wrongs.  What,  I  say,  does  all  this 
amount  to  ?  It  amounts  to  this — the  Begums  accuse  me  of 
doing  them  injustice ;  the  directors  indicate  a  suspicion  that 
they  have  been  injured ;  therefore  I  will  not  inquire  into  the 
matter.  Why? — beoause  it  may  raise  disturbances.  But 
what  disturbance  could  it  raise  ? — ^The  mother  is  disarmed  and 
could  not  hurt  the  Nabob.  All  her  landed  estates  he  knew 
were  confiscated.  He  knew  all  her  money  was  in  his  own 
possession ;  he  knew  she  had  not  the  means,  if  she  had  been 
disposed,  to  create  intrigues  and  cabals ; — ^what  disturbance 
ihen  could  be  created  by  his  sending  a  letter  to  know  what 
she  had  to  say  upon  the  subject  of  her  wroogs  ? 

"  j5^,"  says  he,  "the  Begums  thinh  themselves  aggrieved'' 
Observe,  my  lords,  that  the  institution  of  an  inquiry  is  no 
measure  of  the  Begums ;  it  is  an  order  of  the  court  of  direc- 
tors, made  by  them  upon  his  own  representation  of  his  own 
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case,  and  upon  notbing  else.  The  Begums  did  not  dace  to 
murmur. — They  did  not  dare  to  ask  for  redress.  God  knows 
the  poor  creatures  were  at  or  about  the  time  his  prisoiwrs ; 
robbed — stripped  of  everytlnng ;  without  hope  and  without 
resource. — Biifc  the  directors,  doing  their  duty  upon  that  oc- 
casion, did  condemn  him  upon  his  own  false  representations 
contained  in  that  bundle  of  affidavits,  upon  which  his  coun- 
sel now  contend  that  your  lordships  should  acquit  him.  But, 
says  he,  are  tbey  to  appeal  to  a  foreign  jurMicfion  ?  When 
these  women  were  to  be  robbed,  we  were  not  fored^iers  to 
them ;  on  the  contrary,  we  adjudged  them  guilty  of  rebellion. 
"We  sent  an  English  chief  justice  to  collect  materials  of  ac- 
cusation against  them.  We  sent  English  officers  to  take 
their  money.  The  whole  was  an  English  transaction.  When 
wrong  is  to  be  done,  we  have  then  an  interest  in  the  country 
to  justify  our  acting  in  it ;  but  when  the  question  is  of  re- 
dressing wrongs,  when  the  question  is  of  doing  justice,  when 
the  question  is  of  inquiry,  when  the  question  is  of  hearing 
complaints,  then  it.  is  a  foreign  jurisdiction.^You  are  t^ 
suffer  Mr.  Hastings  to  make  it  foreign,  or  to  make  it  domes- 
tic, just  as  it  answers  his  purposes. — ^But  tkey  are  to  appeal 
against  a  man  standing  in  the  relation  of  son  and  grandson 
to  them,  and  to  appeal  to  the  justice  of  those  who  have  been 
the  abettors  and  instruments  ofihevr  imputed  wrongs. 

Why,  my  lords,  if  he  aUows  that  he  is  the  abettor  of  aad 
the  instrument  to  which  the  directors  impute  these  wrongs, 
why,  I  ask,  does  he,  with  those  charges  lying  upon  huAy  ob- 
ject to  all  inquiry  in  the  manner  you  have  seen? 

But  the  Company's  Governor  is,  it  seems,  all  at  once  trans- 
formed into  a  great  sovereign — the  majesty  of  justice  ought 
to  be  approcu^hed  with  solicitatiim.    Here,  my  lortk,  he  for- 

fets  at  once  the  court  of  directors ;  he  forgets  the  laws  of 
ingland,  he  forgets  the  act  of  parliament,  he  forgets  that  any 
obedience  is  due  to  his  superiors.  The  Begums  were  to  i^ 
proach  him  by  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors  ;  he  sets  at 
nought  these  orders,  and  asserts  that  he  must  be  approached 
with  solicitations.  ^^  Time,''  says  he,  "Aa«  obliterated  their 
sufferings''  Oh !  what  a  balm  of  oblivion  timie  spreads  over 
the  wrongs,  wounds,  and  affiictions  of  others,  in  the  mind  of 
the  person  who  inflicts  those  wrongs  and  oppressicms !  Tbe 
oppressor  soon  forgets.     This  robbery  took  place  in  17 ... ; 
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it  was  in  the  year  1783,  when,  he  asserted  that  the  waters  of 
Lethe  had  been  poured  over  all  their  wrongs  and  oppres- 
sions. 

Tour  lordships  will  mark  this  insulting  language,  when  he 
atm  that  both  the  (Hrder  of  the  directors  and  the  application 
of  the  Beguma  for  redress  must  be  soiiciiations  to  him. 

[Here  Mr.  Burke  was  interrupfced  by  Mr.  Scuiin^,  who 
aaid,  *'  My  lords,  there  was  na  order.  I  find  a  man's  patience 
may  be  exhausted.  1  hear  so  many  falsehoods,  that  I  must 
dedare  there  was  no  order  of  the  court  of  directors.  Eorgive 
me,  my  lords.  He  may  say  what  he  pleases;  I  wiU  not 
again  controvert  ifc.  But  there  is  no  order ;  if  there  is,  read 
it."] 

lir,  Bwrke  then  proceeded.  Judge  you,  my  lords,  what 
the  insolence,  audacity,  and  cruelly  of  this  man  must  have 
been,  from  his  want  of  patience  in  his  present  situation,  and 
when  he  dares  to  hold  this  language  here.  Your  lordships 
will  reckon  with  him  for  it,  or  the  world  will  reckon  with 
you. 

Mr.  Seutings  here  again  interrupted  Mr.  Burke  and  said, 
^  There  was  no  order  for  inquiry." 

Mr.  Btirke. — Tour  lordships  have  heard  the  letter  read ; 
I  mean  the  letter  from  the  directors,  which  I  read  just  now. 
You  will  judge  whether  it  is  an  order  or  not.  I  did  hope 
within  these  two  days  to  put  an  end  to  thk  business ;  but 
when  your  lordships  hear  iu3  charged  with  direct  falsehood 
at  jour  bar ;  when  you  hear  this  wicked  wretch  who  is  be- 
far©  you — 

JProm  a  ^^,-r- Order,  order,  order. 

Mr.  Burke. — Order,  my  lords,  we  call  for  in  the  name  cji 
the  Commons.  Your  lordships  have  heard  us  accused  at 
your  bar  of  falsehood,  after  we  had  read  the  order  upon 
which  our  assertion  was  founded.  This  man,  whom  we 
hsre  described  as  the  scourge  and  terrOT  of  India, — this  man 
gets  up,  and  charges  us,  not  with  a  mistake,  an  error,  a  wrong 
construction,  but  a  direct  fabehood ;  and  adds,  that  his  pa- 
tience is  worn  out  with  the  falsehood  he  hears.  This  is  not 
an  English  court  of  j  ustice  if  such  a  thing  is  permitted.  We 
beg  leave  to  retire,  and  take  instructions  from  our  constitu- 


d  by  Google 


252  SPEECH  IN  THE  IMPEACHMENT  OF 

ents.    He  ought  to  be  sent  to  Bridewell  for  going  on  in  this 
manner. 

[-Mr.  Wyndham  here  read  the  letter  again,'] 

Mr.  Burke. — With  regard  to  the  ravings  of  this  unhappy 
man,  I  am  sure,  if  I  were  only  considering  what  passed  from 
him  to  the  managers  in  this  box,  and  knowing  what  allow- 
ance is  due  to  a  wounded  conscience,  brought  before  an 
awftil  tribunal,  and  smarting  under  the  impressions  of  its 
own  guilt,  I  would  pass  them  over.  But,  my  lords,  we  have 
the  honour  of  the  Commons,  we  have  the  honour  of  this  court, 
to  sustain.  [Your  lordships,  the  other  day,  for  an  offence 
committed  against  a  constable,  who  was.  keeping  the  way 
under  your  orders,  did  very  justly,  and  to  the  great  satisfac- 
tion of  the  public,  commit  the  party  to  Bridewell,  for  a  much 
slighter  insult  against  the  honour  and  dignitv  of  your  court.] 
And  I  leave  it  therefore  for  the  present,  till  your  lordships 
can  seriously  consider  what  the  mode  of  proceeding  in  this 
matter  ought  to  be. — ^I  now  proceed. — 

We  have  read  to  your  lordships  the  orders  of  the  court  of 
directors ;  I  again  say  we  consider  them  as  orders ;  your 
lordships  are  as  good  judges  of  the  propriety  of  the  term  as 
we  are.  You  have  heard  them  read ;  you  have  also  heard 
that  the  council  at  Calcutta  considered  them  as  orders ;  for 
resolutions  were  moved  upon  them ;  and  Mr.  Stables,  in  evi- 
dence before  you  here,  who  was  one  of  the  council,  so  con- 
sidered them ;  and  yet  this  man  has  the  frantic  audacity  in 
this  place  to  assert  that  they  were  not  orders,  and  to  demre 
that  oe  cannot  stand  the  repetition  of  such  abominable  false- 
hoods as  are  perpetually  urged  against  him.  We  cannot  con- 
ceive that  your  lordships  will  suffer  this,  and  if  you  do,  I 
promise  you,  the  Commons  will  not  suffer  the  justice  of  ^e 
country  to  be  trifled  with  and  insulted  in  this  manner ;  be- 
cause, if  such  conduct  be  suffered  by  your  lordships,  they 
must  say  that  very  disagreeable  consequences  will  ensue,  and 
very  disagreeable  inferences  will  be  drawn  by  the  public  ccm- 
ceming  it.  You  will  forgive,  and  we  know  how  to  forgive, 
the  ravings  of  people  smarting  under  a  conscious  sense  of 
their  guilt.  But  when  we  are  reading  documents  given  in 
evidence,  and  are  commenting  upon  them,  the  use  of  this 


d  by  Google 


WAEBEN  HASTINGS,  ESQ.  253^ 

kind  of  language  really  deserves  your  lordships'  consider- 
ation. As  for  us,  we  regard  it  no  more  than  we  should  other 
noise  and  brawlings  of  criminals,  who  in  irons  may  be  led 
through  the  streets,  raving  at  the  magistrate  that  has  com- 
mitted them.  "We  consider  him  as  a  poor,  miserable  man, 
railing  at  his  accusers ;  it  is  natural  he  should  fall  into  all 
these  frantic  ravings,  but  it  is  not  fit  or  natural  that  the 
court  should  indulge  him  in  them.  Tour  lordships  shall  now 
hear  in  what  sense  Mr.  Wheler  and  Mr.  Stables,  two  other 
members  of  the  council,  understood  this  letter. 

Mjr.  Wheler  thus  writes  : — "  It  always  has  been,  and  will 
be,  my  wish  to  perform  implicitly  the  orders  of  the  court  of 
directors,  and  1  trust  that  the  opinion  which  I  shall  give 
upon  that  part  of  the  court*  s  letter  which  is  now  before  us 
will  not  be  tak^a  up  against  its  meaning,  as  going  to  a  breach 
of  them ;  the  orders  at  present  under  the  board's  consider- 
ation are  entirely  provisional. 

"  Nothing  has  passed  since  the  conclusion  of  the  agree- 
ment made  by  the  Q-ovemor-Q-eneral  with  the  Yizier  at  Chu- 
nar  which  induces  me  to  allow  the  opinion  which  I  before 
held,  as  well  as  from  the  Q-ovemor- General's  reports  to  this 
board,  as  the  opinions  which  I  have  heard  of  many  individu- 
als, totally  unconcerned  in  the  subject,  that  the  Begums  at 
Eyzabad  did  take  a  hostile  part  against  the  Company  during 
the  disturbances  at  Benares ;  and  I  am  impressed  with  a 
conviction  that  this  conduct  of  the  Begums  did  not  proceed 
entirely  from  motives  of  self-defence ;  but  as  the  court  of 
directors  seem  to  be  of  a  different  opinion,  and  conceive  that 
th^re  ought  to  be  stronger  proofs  of  the  defection  of  the  Be- 
gums than  have  been  laid  before  them,  I  think  that  before 
we  decide  on  their  orders  the  late  and  present  resident  at 
the  Vizier's  court,  and  the  commanding  officers  in  the  Vizier's 
country,  ought  to  be  required  to  collect  and  lay  before  the 
board  all  the  information  they  can  obtain  with  respect  to  the 
defection  of  the  Begums  during  the  troubles  in  Benares,  and 
their  present  disposition  to  the  Company." 

Mr.  Stables,  September  9th,  1783,  writes  thus:-— "The 
court  of  directors,  by  their  letter  of  the  14th  February,  1783, 
seem  not  to  be  satisfied  that  the  disaffection  of  the  Begums 
to  this  government  is  sufficiently  proved  by  the  evidence 
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before  them.  I  therefore  tbink  that  tlie  late  and  pres^it 
resident,  and  commanding  officers  in  tbe  Yirier's  country  at 
the  tin^,  should  be  called  upon  to  collect  what  fiirther  xd- 
ibrmation  they  can  on  the  subject,  in  which  the  honour  and 
dignity  <^  the  gOTemment  is  so  materially  concerned,  and 
that  such  infonmition  may  be  immediately  tranfflnitted  to  the 
coiurt  of  directors." 

Whffli  questioned  upon  this  subject  at  your  lordships'  bar, 
he  gives  this  evidence : — "  Q-  What  was  your  motive  for  pro- 
posing that  investigation  ? — A.  A  letter  from  the  court  of 
directors ;  I  conceived  it  to  be  ordered  by  them.  Q.  Did 
you  conceive  the  letter  of  the  court  of  directors  positivdy  to 
direct  that  inquiry  ? — A,  I  did  so  certainly  at  the  time,  and  I 
beg  to  refer  to  the  minutes  which  expressed  it.  [A  question 
was  put  to  the  same  witness  bj  a  noble  lord.]  Q.  The  wit- 
ness has  stated,  that  at  the  tune  he  has  mentioned  he  con- 
ceived the  letter  from  the  court  of  directors  to  order  an 
inquiry,  and  that  it  was  upon  that  opinion  that  he  regulated 
his  conduct,  and  his  proposal  for  sw^  inquiry;  I  wish  to 
know  whether  the  expression  at  the  time  was  merely  casmd, 
or  am  I  to  understand  from  it  that  the  witness  has  altered 
his  opinion  of  the  intention  of  this  letter  since  l^t  time  P — 
A,  I  certainly  retain  that  opinion,  and  I  wished  liie  inquiry 
to  go  on." 

My  lords,  you  see  that  his  colleagues  so  understood  it. 
You  see  that  we  so  understood  it,  and  still  you  have  heard 
the  prisoner,  after  charging  us  with  £dsehood,  insultingiy  t^ 
us  we  may  go  on  as  we  please,  we  may  go  on  in  our  own 
way.  If  your  lordships  think  that  it  was  not  a  positive  order 
which  Mr.  Hastings  was  bound  to  obey,  you  will  acquit  him 
of  the  breach  of  it.  But  it  is  a  most  singular  thing,  amc^g 
idl  the  astonishing  circumstances  of  this  case,  that  this  man, 
who  has  heard,  m>m  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  his  trial, 
breaches  of  the  Company's  orders  constantly  charged  upon 
him, — ^nay,  I  will  venture  to  say  that  there  is  not  a  single 
step  that  we  have  taken  in  this  prosecution,  or  in  observations 
upon  evidence,  in  which  we  have  not  charged  him  with  an 
avowed  direct  breach  of  the  Compan^s  order — you  have 
heard  it  ten  times  this  day, — in  his  defence  befwe  the  Com- 
mons he  declares  he  did  intentionally,  in  naming  Mr.  Mai^« 
ham,  break  the  Company's  orders : — ^it  is  singular,  I  say,  that 
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this  man  should  now  pretend  to  be  so  sore  upon  this  point. 
What  is  it  now  tiiat  makes  him  break  through  all  the  rules 
of  common  decency  and  common  proprie^,  and  show  all  the 
bomiiigs  of  guilt,  upon  being  accused  of  the  breach  of  one 
of  the  innumerable  orders  whidi  he  has  broken ;  of  which 
iie  has  ayowed  the  breaking,  and  attempted  to  justify  himself 
a  thousand  times  in  the  Company's  books  for  haying  broken  P 

My  lords,  one  of  his  own  body,  one  of  the  coimcil,  has 
sworn  at  your  bar  what  he  repeatedly  declared  to  be  his 
sense  oi  it.  We  consider  it  as  one  of  the  strongest  orders 
tliat  can  be  giren,  because  the  reason  of  the  order  is  added 
to  it ;  the  directors  declaring  that,  if  it  should  not  be  found 
upon  inquiry — ^you  see,  my  lords,  it  puts  the  very  case — ^if 
Tou  do  not  find  such  and  such  things,  we  shall  consider  the 
lEoglish  honour  wounded  and  stained,  and  we  direct  you  to 
make  reparation.  There  are,  in  fact,  two  orders  contained  in 
this  letter,  which  we  take  to  be  equally  strong  and  positive  ; 
and  we  charge  him  with  the  breach  of  both — namely,  the  or- 
der for  inquiry,  and  the  conditional  order  of  restoring  to  the 
Begnms  their  jaghires,  or  making  satisfaction  for  them  ;  and 
in  case  of  any  appreh^ision  of  reluctance  in  the  Nabob,  to 
bring  them  for  security  into  the  Company's  territories.  Tbe 
two  last  positive  orders  are  preceded  by  the  supposition  of 
an  inquiry  which  was  to  justify  him  either  in  the  acts  he 
had  done,  or  to  justify  him  in  making  restitution.  He  did 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other.  We  aver  that  he  disobeyed 
all  these  orders.  And  now  let  his  impatience  break  out 
again. 

Your  lordships  have  seen,  amongst  the  various  pretences 
hy  which  this  man  has  endeavoured  to  justify  his  various  de- 
hnqnencies,  that  of  fearing  to  ofiend  the  Nabob,  br  the  re- 
8torsti<m  of  their  jaghires  to  the  Begums,  k  one.  i  our  lord- 
ships will  form  your  own  judgment  of  the  truth  or  falsehood 
of  this  pretence,  when  you  shall  have  heard  the  letter  which 
I  shall  now  read  to  you,  writt^i  to  Mr.  Hastings  by  the 
Nabob  himself. 

Letter  from  the  JNaboh  Vizier  to  Mr.  Hmimg^  25th 
February,  1782. 
Tou  performed  on  every  occasion  towards  me  whatever 
becoming  of  friendship ;  I  too  have  done  whatever  affee- 
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tion  required  and  you  commanded,  and  in  future  also,  what- 
ever may  be  your  pleasure,  there  shall  be  no  deviation  there- 
from, because  whatever  you  direct  is  altogether  for  my  bene- 
fit. The  business  for  which  I  came  to  Eyzabad  is  become 
settled  by  your  favour ;  particulars  will  become  known  to 
your  wisdom  from  the  writings  of  Mr.  Middleton.  lam 
grateful  for  your  favours.  If  in  these  matters  you  sincerely 
approve  me,  communicate  it,  for  it  will  be  a  comfort  to  me. 
Having  appointed  my  own  aumils  to  the  jaghire  of  the  lady 
mother,  I  have  engaged  to  pay  her  cash.  She  has  complied 
with  my  views.  Her  pleasure  is,  that  after  receiving  an  en- 
gagement he  should  deliver  up  the  jaghires.  "What  is  your 
pleasure  in  this  matter  ?  If  you  command,  it  will  comfort 
the  lady  mother  giving  her  back  the  jaghire  after  I  have  ob- 
tained my  views ;  or  I  will  have  it  under  my  aumil.  I  am 
obedient  to  your  pleasure.'* 

Tour  lordships  here  see  the  Begum  a  suppliant  to  have  her 
jaghire  restored  (after  entering  into  some  engagement  that 
might  have  been  required  of  her),  and  the  Nabob,  in  a  tone 
equally  suppliant,  expressing  his  consent,  at  least,  that  h^ 
request  should  be  complied  with,  if  the  command  of  Mr. 
Hastings  could  be  procured.  My  lords,  in  order  to  save  your 
lordships'  time,  and  that  I  might  not  overload  this  business, 
I  did  not  intend  to  have  troubled  you  with  any  observations 
upon  this  part  of  it ;  but  the  charge  of  falsehood  which  the 
prisoner  at  your  bar  has  had  the  audacity  to  bring  against  us 
has  induced  me  to  lay  it  more  particularly  before  you.  We 
have  now  done  with  it ;  but  before  we  retire,  your  lordships 
will  permit  me  to  recapitulate  briefly  the  substance  of  what 
has  now  been  urged  respecting  his  conduct  towards  these 
miserable  women.  We  accuse  him  of  reiterated  breaches  of 
the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  both  in  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  them,  and  of  his  contempt  of  the  opinions  whidi 
his  colleagues  in  office  had  formed  of  them.  We  charge  him 
with  the  aggravation  of  these  delinquencies,  by  the  oppres- 
sion and  ruin  which  they  brought  upon  the  family  ot  the 
Nabob,  by  the  infraction  of  treaties,  and  by  the  cusrepute 
which  in  his  person  was  sustained  by  the  government  he 
represented,  and  by  the  stain  left  upon  the  justice,  honour, 
and  good  faith  of  the  English  nation.  We  charge  him  wi(^ 
their  further  aggravation,  by  sundry  fabe  pretences  alleged 
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l>y  him  in  justification  of  this  conduct,  the  pretended  reluctance 
01  the  Nabob,  the  fear  of  offending  him,  the  suggestion  of 
Qie  Begiuns  having  forgotten  and  forgiven  the  wrongs  they 
had  suffered,  and  of  the  danger  of  reviving  their  discontent 
by  any  attempt  to  redress  them,  and  by  his  insolent  language, 
that  the  majesty  of  justice,  with  which  he  impudently  invests 
himself,  was,  oiiy  to  be  approached  with  solicitation.  "We 
have  ftirther  stated,  that  the  pretence  that  he  was  only  con- 
cemed  in  this  business  as  an  accessary  is  equally  false ;  it 
betng  <m  the  contrary  notorious  that  the  Nabob  was  the 
accessary,  forced  into  the  service,  and  a  mere  instrument  in 
hia  hands ;  and  that  he  and  Sir  Elijah  Impey  (whose  em- 
ployment in  this  business  we  stated  as  a  further  aggravation) , 
were  the  authors  and  principal  agents.  And  we  further  con- 
tend, that  each  of  these  aggravations  and  pretences  is  itself, 
in  fact  and  in  its  principle,  a  substantive  crime. 

Toup  lordships  witnessed  the  insolence  with  which  this 
man,  stung  to  the  quick  by  the  recital  of  his  crime,  inter- 
rupted me ;  and  you  heard  hi^  recrimination  of  falsehood 
against  ns.  "We  again  avouch  the  truth  of  all  and  every  word 
we  have  uttered,  and  the  validity  of  every  proof  with  which 
we  have  supported  them.  L^trhis  impatience,  I  say,  now 
again  burst  forth ;  he  who  feels  so  sensibly  everything  that 
toBches  him,  and  yet  seeks  for  an  act  of  indemnity  for  his 
own  atrocities,  by  endeavouring  to  make  you  believe  that  the 
wrongs  of  a  desolated  femily  are,  within  one  year,  forgotten 
by  them,  and  buried  in  oblivion. 

I  trust,  my  lords,  that  both  his  prosecutors  and  liis  judges 
will  evince  that  patience  which  the  criminal  wants.  Justice 
is  not  to  wait  to  have  its  majesty  approached  with  solicitation ; 
we  see  that  throne  in  which  resides  invisibly,  but  virtually, 
the  Majesty  of  England ;  we  see  your  lordships  representing 
in  succession  the  juridical  authority  in  the  highest  court  in 
this  kingdom ;  but  we  do  not  approach  you  with  solicitation; 
we  make  it  a  petition  of  right ;  we  claim  it ;  we  demand  it. 
The  right  of  seeking  redress  is  not  suppliant  even  before  the 
Majesty  of  England;  it  comes  boldly  forward,  and  never  thinks 
it  offends  its  sovereign  by  claiming  what  is  the  right  of  all 
hispeople. 

We  nave  now  done  with  this  business  ;  a  business  as  atro- 
cious as  any  that  is  known  in  the  history  of  mankind  ;  a  busi- 
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ness  that  has  stained,  throughout  all  Asia,  the  British  charac- 
ter, and  hy  which  our  fame  for  honour,  integrity,  and  public 
faith  has  been  forfeited ;  a  business  which  has  introduced  us 
throughout  that  country,  as  breakers  of  faith,  destroyers  of 
treaties,  plunderers  of  the  weak  and  unprotected ;  and  has 
dishonoured,  and  will  for  ever  dishonour,  the  British  name. 
Tour  lordships  have  had  all  this  in  evidence.  You  have  seen 
in  what  manner  the  Nabob,  his  country,  his  revenues,  his 
subjects,  his  mother,  his  family,  his  nobility,  and  all  their  for- 
tunes, real  and  personal,  have  been  disposed  of  by  the  prisoner 
at  your  bar ;  and  having  seen  this,  you  will,  by  the  impatience 
of  this  criminal,  estimate  the  patience  of  the  unfortunate 
women  into  whose  injuries  he  refused  to  inquire.  What  he 
would  not  do,  the  Commons  have  done.  They  know  that 
you  have  a  feeling  different  from  that  which  he  manifested  on 
this  occasion ;  they  do  not  approach  you  suppliantly,  but  de- 
mand justice ;  they  insist  that  as  the  Commons  have  done 
their  part,  your  lordships  will  perform  yours. 

We  shall  next  proceed  to  show  your  lordships  how  he 
acted  towards  another  set  of  women,  the  women  of  the  late 
Sujah  Dowlah,  and  for  whom  the  directors  had  ordered  a 
maintenance  to  be  secured  by  an  express  treaty.  You  will 
see  that  he  is  cruel  towards  the  weak  sex,  and  to  all  others, 
in  proportion  as  they  are  weak  and  powerless  to  resist  him. 

xou  will  see,  I  say,  when  he  had  usurped  the  whole  go- 
vernment of  Oude,  and  brought  it  into  a  servile  dependence 
on  himself,  how  these  women  fared,  and  then  your  lordships 
will  judge  whether  or  not,  and  in  what  degree,  he  is  criminal. 

[Adjourned. 
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TRIAL. 

THURSDAY,  12th  JUNE,  1794. 


seventh  day  op  keplt. 

(Mh.  Bubke.) 

Mr  LoBT>8, — When  I  had  last  the  honour  of  addressing 
your  lordships  from  this  place,  my  observations  were  principally 
directed  to  the  imjust  confiscation  and  seizure  of  the  jaghires 
and  treasures  of  the  Begums,  without  previous  accusation  or 
trial,  or  subsequent  inquiry  into  their  conduct,  in  violation 
of  a  treaty  made  with  them  and  guaranteed  by  the  East  India 
Company ; — to  the  long  imprisonment  and  cruel  treatment 
of  their  ministers,  and  to  the  Mse  pretences  and  abominable 
principles  by  which  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  has  attempted 
to  justify  his  conduct. 

The  several  acts  of  violence  and  of  oppression  were,  as  we 
have  shown  your  lordships,  committed  with  circumstances  of 
aggravated  atrocity  highly  disgraceful  to  the  British  name 
and  character ;  and  particularly  by  his  forcing  the  Nabob  to 
become  the  means  and  instrument  of  reducing  his  mother 
and  grandmother  and  their  families  to  absolute  want  and  dis- 
tress. 

I  have  now  to  call  your  attention  to  his  treatment  of 
another  branch  of  this  miserable  family ;  the  women  and 
children  of  the  late  Nabob  Sujah  ul  Dowlah.  These  persons 
were  dependent  upon  the  Begums ;  and,  by  the  confiscation  of 
thdr  property,  and  by  the  ruin  of  various  persons  who  would 
otherwise  have  contributed  to  their  maintenance,  were 
reduced  to  the  last  extremity  of  indigence  and  want.  Being 
left  without  the  common  necessaries  of  life,  they  were  driven 
to  the  necessity  of  breaking  through  all  those  local  princi- 
ples of  decorum  which  constitute  the  character  of  the  temale 
sex  in  that  part  of  the  world ;  and,  afber  fruitless  supplica- 
tions and  shrieks  of  famine,  they  endeavoured  to  break  the 
enclosure  of  the  palace,  and  to  force  their  way  to  the  market- 
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plEce  in  order  to  beg  for  bread.  When  they  had  thus  been 
forced  to  submit  to  the  extremity  of  disgrace  and  degradation, 
by  exposing  themselves  to  public  view  with  the  starving  chilr 
dren  of  their  late  sovereign,  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the 
reigning  prince,  they  were,  in  this  attempt,  attacked  by  the 
sepoys  armed  with  bludgeons,  and  driven  oack  by  blows  into 
the  paUu^. 

My  lords,  we  have  first  laid  before  you  the  sufferings  and 
disgracesof  women  of  the  first  distinction  in  Asia;  protected 
by  their  rank — ^protected  by  their  sex — protected  by  their 
near  relation  to  the  prince  of  the  country — ^protected  by  two 

fuarantees  of  the  representative  of  the  British  government  in 
adia.  We  now  come  to  another  class  of  women. who  suf- 
fered by  the  violent  misappropriation  of  the  revenues  of  the 
Nabob,  by  which  their  regular  allowance  was  taken  firom 
them ;  and  your  lordships  will  find  that  this  man's  crimes, 
at  every  step  we  tiake,  npen  into  guilt ;  his  acts  of  positive 
injustice  are  always  aggravated  by  his  conduct  with  regiurd  to 
the  consequences  of  them,  and  form  but  a  small  part-  in  the 
mass  of  oppression  and  tyranny  which  we  have  brought  before 
you. 

My  lords,  the  unjust  seizure  of  the  jaghires  and  treasures 
of  the  Be^ms,  out  of  which  those  women  were  maintained, 
reduced  them  to  a  state  of  indigence,  and  exposed  them  not 
only  to  the  sufferings  which  belong  to  the  physical  nature  of 
man,  but  also  to  the  indignities  which  particularly  affected 
their  sex  and  condition.  But  before  I  proceed,  I  will  beg 
leave  to  restate  to  your  lordships  and  recaU  to  your  memory 
who  these  women  were.  The  Nabob  Sujah  Dowlah  had  but 
one  legitimate  wife ;  though  the  Mabomedan  law  admits  of 
this  number's  being  extended  in^rtain  cases  even  to  four — 
yet  it  is  for  the  most  part  held  disreputable,  especiaLly  when 
a  person  is  married  to  a  woman  of  the  first  dislanction,  to 
have  more  than  one  legitimate  wife.  Upon  looking  into  the 
Hedaia,  your  lordships  will  see  with  what  extreme  rigour  for^ 
nication  is  forbidden ;  but  we  know  that  persons  of  high  rank, 
by  customs  that  supersede  both  religion  and  laws,  add  to  the 
number  of  their  wives,  or  substitute  in  their  room  wives  of  a 
subordinate  description,  and  indulge  themselves  in  this  license 
to  an  unlimited  degree ;  you  wiU  find  in  Chardin's  Travels, 
where  he  treats  of  the  subject  of  marriage,  that  such  is  the 
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€B»tom  of  all  the  princes  of  the  East.  The  wives  of  ihr» 
subordinate  class,  though  they  are  in  reality  no  better  than 
concubines,  and  are  subject  to  the  power  and  caprices  of  their 
lords,  are  yet  allowed  in  the  eye  of  the  severest  moralists  to 
have  some  excuse  for  their  frailty  and  their  weakness ;  and 
they  accordingly  always  do  find  a  degree  of  favour  in  this 
world,  and  become  the  object  of  particular  protection. 

"We  know  that  Suiah  ul  Dowlan  was  a  man  unquestionably 
in  his  manners  very  licentious  with  regard  to  women,  that  he 
had  a  great  number  of  these  women  in  his  family ;  and  that 
his  women  and  the  women  attendant  upon  the  persons  of  his 
favourites  had  increased  to  a  very  great  number.  We  know 
that  his  sons  amounted  to  twenty ;  or  according  to  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's own  account  to  nineteen.  Montesquieu  supposes  that 
tkere  are  more  females  bom  in  the  East  than  in  the  "West. 
But  he  says  this  upon  no  good  ground.  We  know  by  better 
and  more  regular  information  concerning  this  matter,  that  the 
birth  of  males  and  females  in  that  country  is  in  the  same 
proportion  as  it  is  here ;  and  therefore  if  you  suppose  that  he 
had  twenty  sons,  you  may  suppose  he  had  about  nineteen 
daughters.  By  the  customs  of  that  country  all  these  sons 
and  daughters  were  considered  as  persons  of  eminent  distinc- 
tion, though  infenor  to  the  legitimate  children ;  assuming 
the  rank  of  their  father,  without  considering  the  rank  which 
their  mother  held.  All  these  wives  with  their  children,  and 
all  their  female  servants  and  attendants,  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  about  eight  hundred  persons,  were  shut  up  in  what 
they  call  the  Khourd  Mhal,  or  lesser  palace.  This  place  is 
described  by  one  of  the  witnesses  to  be  about  as  large  as  St. 
James's  Square.  Tour  lordships  have  been  told  that  in  other 
circumstances,  as  wf  U  as  this,  these  women  were  considered 
aft  objects  of  a  great  degree  of  respect,  and  of  the  greatest  de- 
grejB  of  protection.  I  refer  your  lordships  to  the  treaty  by 
which  their  maintenance  was  guaranteed  Dy  the  English  go- 
vernment. 

In  order  to  let  your  lordships  see  that  I  state  nothing  to 
you  but  what  is  supported  not  only  by  general  history,  which 
is  enough  to  support  an  account  of  general  manners,  but  by 
the  particular  and  peculiar  opinions  of  a  person  best  informed 
oi  the  nature  of  the  case,  I  will  refer  you  to  the  Nabob  him- 
self;  for  undoubtedly  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  the  Vizier  of  the 
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empire,  the  subadar  of  the  ocnintry,  was  most  likely  to  be  the 
best  judge  of  what  respect  was  due  to  the  wconen  of  his 
father's  family.  I  will  ther^ore  read  to  your  lordships,  from 
hia  own  letters,  what  the  Nabob's  opinion  was  upon  this  sub- 
ject. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Vizier,  received  23rd  of  August, 
1782 : — "  I  never  found  resource  equal  to  the  necessary  ex- 
penses. Every  year  by  taking  from  the  ministers  and  selling 
the  articles  of  my  Harkhanna,  I  with  great  distress  transacted 
the  business ;  but  I  could  not  take  care  of  my  dependants, 
so  that  some  of  my  brothers,  from  their  difficulties,  arose  and 
departed ;  and  the  people  of  the  Khourd  Mhal  of  the  late 
Nawab,  who  are  all  my  mothers,  from  their  distresses  are  re- 
duced to  poverty  and  involved  in  difficulties;  no  man  of 
rank  is  deficient  in  the  c^Cte  of  his  dependants,  in  proportion* 
to  his  ability.*' 

Another  letter  from  the  Vizier,  received  the  31st  July, 
1784 : — "  My  brother,  dear  as  life,  Saadit  Ali  Kh^n,  has  re- 
quested that  I  would  permit  his  mother  to  go  and  reside  with 
him ;  my  friend,  aU  the  mothers  of  my  brothers  and  the 
women  of  the  late  Nawab,  whom  I  respect  as  my  own  mothers, 
are  here,  and  it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  support  them ;  ac- 
cordingly I  do  it,  and  it  is  improper  that  they  should  b© 
separated,  nor  do  I  approve  it.  JBy  God's  blessing  and  your 
kindness,  I  hope  that  all  the  women  of  the  late  Nawab  may 
remain  here ;  it  is  the  wish  also  of  my  grandmother  and  my 
mother  that  they  should." 

Your  lordships  now  see  in  what  degree  of  estimation  the 
Nabob  held  these  women.  He  regarded  the  wives  of  his 
father  as  his  honorary  mothers ;  he  considers  their  children 
as  his  brethren ;  he  thinks  it  would  be  highly  dishonourable 
to  his  government,  if  one  of  them  was  taken  out  of  the 
sanctuary  in  which  they  are  placed,  and  in  which,  he  says, 
the  great  of  the  country  are  obliged  to  maintain  their  de- 
pendants. This  is  the  account  given  by  the  person  beat 
acquainted  with  the  usages  of  the  country,  best  acquainted 
with  his  own  duties,  best  acquainted  with  his  own  wishes. 

Now,  my  lords,  you  will  see  in  what  light  another  person, 
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the  agent  of  a  trading  Company,  who  designates  himself 
nnder  the  name  of  M^estj,  and  assumes  other  great  distinc- 
tions, presumes  also  to  consider  these  persons ;  and  in  what 
contempt  he  is  pleased  to  hold  what  is  respected  and  what 
is  held  sacred  in  that  country.  What  I  am  now  going  to 
quote  is  from  the  prisoner's  second  defence.  For  ?I  must 
remind  your  lordships,  that  Mr.  Hastings  has  made  three  de- 
fences ;  one  in  the  House  of  Commons,  another  in.  the  lohhy 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  a  third  at  your  lordships'  har. 
The  second  defence,  though  delivered  without  name,  to  the 
members  in  the  lobby  of  the  House  of  Commons,  has  been 
TOTOved  at  your  lordships'  bar  to  be  written  by  himself. 
This  lobby,  this  out-of-door,  defence  militates  in  s6me  re- 
spects, as  your  lordships  will  find,  with  the  in-door  defence  ; 
Wt  it  probably  contains  the  real  sentiments  of  Mr.  Hastings 
himselii  delivered  with  a  little  more  freeness  when  he  gets 
into  the  open  air,  like  the  man  who  was  so  vain  of  some  silly 
plot  he  had  hatched,  that  he  told  it  to  the  hackney  coachman, 
and  every  man  he  met  in  the  streets. 

He  says,  "  Begums  are  the  ladies  of  an  Eastern  prince,  but 
these  women  are  also  styled  the  ladies  of  the  late  V  izier,  and 
thdr  sufferings  are  painted  in  such  strong  colours,  that  the 
unsuspecting  reader  is  led  to  mix  the  subjects  together,  and 
to  suppose  that  these  latter  too  were  princesses  of  Oude ; 
that  all  their  sufferings  proceeded  from  some  act  of  mine,  or 
had  the  sanction  of  my  authority  or  permission.  The  fact 
is,  that  the  persons  of  the  Khourd  Mahl  (or  little  seraglio) 
were  young  creatures,  picked  up  wherever  youth  and  beauty 
could  be  found,  and  mostly  purchased  from  amongst  the  most 
necessitous  and  meanest  ranks  of  the  people,  for  the  Nabob's 
pleasures."  In  the  in<.door  defence,  he  says,  ''The  said 
w(Mnen,  who  were  mostly  persons  of  low  condition,  and  the 
said  cluldr^i,  if  any  sucn  th^e  were,  lived  in  the  Khourd 
Mahl,  on  an  establishment  entirely  distinct  from  the  said 
Begums." 

My  lords,  you  have  seen  what  was  the  opinion  of  the 
Nabob,  who  ought  to  know  the  natiu*e  and  circumstances  of 
bis  father's  palace,  respecting  these  women ;  you  hear  what 
Mr.  Hastings's  opinion  is :  and  now  the  question  is,  whether 
your  lordships  wm  consider  these  women  in  the  same  light 
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in  which  the  person  does  who  is  most  nearly  connected  with 
them,  and  most  likely  to  know  them,  or  in  the  way  in  whksh 
Mr.  Hastings  has  thought  proper  within  doors  and  without 
doors  to  describe  them.  Your  lordships  will  be  pleased  to 
observe,  that  he  has  brought  no  proof  whatever  of  faicts,  whioh 
are  so  boldly  asserted  by  him  in  defiance  of  proof  to  the  con- 
trary, totally  at  variance  with  the  letter  of  the  son  of  the  man 
to  whom  these  women  belonged.  Your  lordships,  I  say,  will 
remark,  that  he  has  produced  not  one  word  of  evidence,  either 
within  the  House  of  Commons  or  the  House  of  Peers,  or  in  the 
lobby,  or  anywhere  else,  to  veriiy  any  one  word  he  has  said. 
He  slanders  these  women,  in  order  to  lessen  that  compassion 
which  your  lordships  might  have  for  the  sufferings  he  inflicted 
upon  them.  But  admitting  that  some  of  these  women  were 
01  a  meaner  condition,  and  that  they  derived  nothing  horn  their 
connexion  with  the  dignity  of  the  person  by  whom  they  had 
children  (and  we  know  that  in  th^  whole  they  amount  to 
about  fourscore  children,  the  Nabob  having  a  race  like  the 
patriarchs  of  old,  as  many  great  persons  in  that  part  of  the 
world  still  have), — supposing,  I  say,  all  this  to  be  true ;  yet 
Then  persons  are  reduced  from  ease  and  affluence  to  misery 
and  distress,  they  naturally  excite  in  the  mind  a  greater 
degree  of  compassion  by  comparing  the  circumstances  in 
which  they  once  stood,  with  those  into  which  they  are 
fallen  ;  for  famine,  degradation,  and  oppression  were  famine, 
degradation,  and  oppression  to  those  persons,  even  though 
they  were  as  mean  as  Mr.  Hastings  chooses  to  represent 
them.  But  I  hope,  as  you  will  sympathize  with  the  great 
on  account  of  then*  condition,  that  you  will  sympathize  with 
all  mankind  on  the  ground  of  the  common  condition  of  hu- 
manity, which  belongs  to  us  all ;  therefore  I  hope  your  lord- 
ships will  not  consider  the  calumny  of  Mr.  Hiistings  against 
those  women  as  any  other  than  as  an  aggravation  of  his 
offence  against  them.  That  is  the  light  in  which  the  House 
of  Commons  considered  it ;  for  they  had  heard  both  his  in- 
door and  out-door  defence,  and  they  still  persevered  in 
making  the  charge,  and  do  persevere  in.  making  it  still. 

We  have  first  stated  what  these  women  were ;  in  what 
light  they  stood  with  the  Nabob  ;  in  what  light  they  stood 
with  the  country  at  large.  I  have  now  to  state  in  what  light 
they  stood  with  the  British  government,  previous  to  this  in- 
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Tasion  of  their  rights  ;  and  we  will  prove  they  were  the  actual 
subjects  of  a  guarantee  bj  the  Company. 

Extract  from  an  agreement  made  by  Mr.  Middleton,  to  all 
the  particulars  of  which  he  engages  to  procure  a  treaW  from 
the  Nabob  Azoph  ul  Dowlah  aiter  his  arrival,  and  that  he 
will  also  sign  it,  as  follows  : — 

"  First,  that  whenever  the  Begum  shall  choose  to  go  to 
Mecca,  she  shall  be  permitted  to  go." 

"  Second,  that  when  the  Nabob  shall  arrive,  I  (Mr.  Mid- 
dleton) will  procure  suitable  allowances  to  be  made  to  the 
ladies  of  the  zenana  and  the  children  of  the  late  Nabob 
St^ah  ul  Dowlah,  and  take  care  that  they  are  paid.'* 

"  Third,  that  the  festivals  (shaddee)  and  marriages  of  the 
children  of  the  late  Nabob  Sujah  ul  Dowlah  shall  be  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Begum;  whenever  she  thinks  proper  she 
shall  marry  them ;  and  whatever  money  shall  be  necessary 
for  these  expenses  shall  be  paid  by  the  Nabob." 

"  Fourth,  that  the  Syer  of  Coda  Gunge  and  Ally  Grunge 
shall  be  retained  by  the  Begum  as  heretofore." 

"  Fifth,  that  I  (Mr.  Middleton)  will,  upon  the  arrival  of 
the  Nabob,  procure  Vizier  Ghinge  and  the  garden  of  Sepoy 
dand  Kh&n,  or  their  equivalent,  for  the  Begum." 

"  Siirtb,  that  I  (Mr.  Middleton)  will  endeavour  to  obtain 
from  the  Nabob  the  sum  of  1,150,000  rupees  on  account  of 
the  purchase  of  Metchee  Bohaun,  and  the  house  of  Sahebjee, 
and  the  fort  of  the  Q-ossim,  with  the  land  and  garden  and 
the  barraderry  on  the  banks  of  Goomplv,  and  bazaar  and 
garden  of  the  house  of  Mahnarain  and  the  house  of  Beng 
Peofand  at  Lucknow;  aU  of  which  the  Nabob  Azoph  iil 
Dowlah  has  assumed  possession  of." 

"  Seventh,. that  I  will  settle  with  the  Nabob  the  allow- 
anoes  to  be  made  in  ready  money  to  the  ladies  of  the  zenana 
and  others  specified,  in  the  following  amount:  Total,  17 
hkda,  250  rupees  per  month." 

"  Eighth,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  Nabob  Azoph  ul  Dowlah 
Bahad^,  I  will  endeavour  with  all  my  influence  to  settle  the 
monthly  allowances  of  Mohrum  Ally  Khan  and  Mahmud 
Mtifent  Khjln,  &c.,  the  attendants  of  the  Begums," 

"  Ninth,  that  if  the  Begum  shall  go  to  Mecca,  she  shall 
leave  her  mahals  and  jaghires  to  the  Begum,  the  mother  of 
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Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  who  shall  remit  the  revenues  thereof  to 
the  JBurree  Begum ;  no  one  shall  prevent  her  enjoying  her 
jaghires." 

Novr,  my  lords,  we  will  read  the  copy  of  an  enga^ment 
under  the  seal  of  the  Nahoh  Azc^h  \d  Dowlah,  and  under 
the  seal  and  signature  in  English  of  Mr.  Middleton,  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  First,  I,  who  am  the  Nabob  Azoph  ul  Dowlah  Bahadre, 
do  agree,  that  the  jaghires  and  the  ginges  and  monthly  al- 
lowance of  the  officers  and  servants,  and  of  the  ladies  of  the 
zenana,  and  of  those  specified  in  1^  accounts  annexed,  shall 
be  at  the  disposal  and  under  the  management  and  authwity 
of  the  Begum,  and  no  one  shall  oppose  or  prevent  it ;  this  I 
will  punchially  observe.  In  this  agreement  Mr.  Middleton 
and  the  English  are  engaged.'* 

"  Second,  whenever  the  Begum  may  choose  to  go  to  Mecca 
I  will  not  oppose  it." 

"Third,  whenever  the  Begum  should  go  to  Mecca,  she 
shall  leave  her  lands,  jaghires,  &c.,  either  in  the  care  of  my 
mother  or  of  m^ ;  and  I  will  procure  bills  for  the  amount  of 
their  revenues,  and  send  them  to  her :  no  one  shall  oppose 
this." 

"Fourth,  the  Begum  shall  have  authority  over  all  the 
ladies  of  her  zenana,  she  shall  let  them  remain  with  me,  and 
not  let  them  go  anywhere  without  my  perQiission,  or  keep 
them  with  her." 

"  Fiilh,  the  jaghires  Coda  G-unge  and  Ally  Gunge,  &c., 
with  the  mahaland  syer  belonging  to  the  Begum  and  made 
over,  shall  remain  as  heretofore  in  her  possession.  Total, 
14,460  rupees  per  month." 

"Eighth,  the  Begum  has  authority  over  the  ladies  and  at- 
tendants of  the  zenana ;  neith^  myself  nor  any  one  else  will 
oppose  it." 

"  Ninth,  the  Begum  (my  grandmother)  shall  have  the  au- 
thority in  all  festivals,  and  in  the  marriage  of  the  children 
of  the  late  Nabob  Sujah  ul  Dowlah,  and  with  the  consent  of 
my  mother  and  myself^  shall  regulate  them ;  excepting  in 
the  festivals  (shaddee),  the  authority  is  mine." 

"  The  EngUsh  are  guarantees  to  the  above  engagements,  so 
long  as  the  Begum  shall  exist." 


d  by  Google 


WABBEK  HASTINGS,  ESQ.  267 

Tour  Icnrdships  will  observe  something  here  worthy  of  your 
notice.  You  will  first  perceive,  that  the  very  treaty  in  which 
Mr.  Hastings,  by  his  representative,  Mr.  Middleton,  was  a 
party  concerned,  supposes  that  the  Nabob  Sujah  ul  Dowlah  had 
oiher  children  besides  the  reigning  prince  by  his  sole  legiti- 
mate wife ;  and  yet  Mr.  Hastings  in  his  defence  has  thought 
p«)per,  vnth  a  full  knowledge  of  that  circumstance,  to  doubt 
whether  there  were  any  other  children.  You  next  see,  that 
these  women  have  Mr.  Middleton's  (that  is,  Mr.  Hastings's) 
guarantee  for  the  allowances  which  are  made  and  settled  upon 
^em,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  their  attendants,  for  the 
security  and  enjoyment  of  their  own  possessions,  for  their 
having  a  law  officer  of  high  rank,  a  moulavre  of  their  ovm. 
In  short,  there  is  a  regular  establishment  formed  for  all 
these  women ;  they  are  not  separated  as  a  part  distinct  from 
the*Begums ;  but  they  are  put,  by  this  very  guarantee,  entirely 
under  their  management ;  the  maintenance  of  the  children  is 
secured,  the  whole  order  and  economy  of  their  establishment 
is  delivered  entirely  to  the  Begum  the  grandmother  and  the 
Begum  the  mother  of  the  Nabob. 

My  lords,  you  see  that  all  these  arrangements  have  the 
solemn  guarantee  of  the  Company,  and  &at  these  women 
form  a  very  considerable  part  of  that  guarantee ;  and  therefore 
your  lordships  will  not  "treat  their  sr^erings,  inflicted  in  vio- 
lation of  the  Company's  own  settlement  and  guarantee,  as  a 
matter  of  no  consideration  for  you.     But  to  proceed — 

We  have  proved  to  your  lordships  that  the  Nabob  was  re- 
duced to  a  state  of  the  greatest  possible  misery  and  distress  ; 
i^at  his  whole  revenue  was  sequestered  into  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Hastings's  agents  ;  and  that  by  the  treaty  of  Chunar  he 
was  to  be  relieved  from  the  expense  of  a  body  of  troops,  with 
which  he  had  been  burdened  without  his  own  volimtary  con- 
sent ;  nay  more,  the  temporaiy  brigade  which  Mr.  Hastings 
proposed  to  take  off,  but  kept  on ;  which  he  considers  not  only 
as  a  great  distress  to  his  finances,  but  a  dreadfrd  scourge  and 
calamity  to  his  country  ;  there  was  a  whole  pension  list  upon 
it,  with  such  enormous  pensions  as  £18,000  a  year  to  Sir 
I^re  Ooote,  and  other  pensions  that  Mr.  Hastings  proposed 
to  take  off,  but  did  not.  That  in  proportion  as  the  Nabob's 
distress  increased,  Mr.  Hastings's  demands  increased  too  ;  he 
was  not  satisfied  with  taking  from  him  for  the  Company,  but 
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he  took  from  Him  for  himself;  he  demanded  £600,000  aa  a 
loan,  when  he  knew  he  had  neither  money  nor  credit. 

The  consequence  of  these  acts  of  violence  was,  that  these 
people,  hesieged  by  the  English  troops,  and  deprived  of  every 
resource,  even  of  the  funds  of  charity,  by  which  the  protect^ 
ors  of  the  ^Eimily,  male  and  female,  might  have  relieved  them, 
but  which  the  cruel  rapacity  of  Mr.  Hastings  had  either  ea* 
tirely  taken  away  or  greatly  diminished,  were  reduced  to 
fhe  last  extremity  of  distress. 

After  the  length  of  time  which  has  elapsed  since  we  first 
brought  these  matters,  with  their  proofs,  I  shall  beg  leave, 
before  you  go  to  judgment,  to  refresh  your  memory  with  a 
recital  of  a  part  of  that  evidence,  in  order  that  your  lordships 
may  again  fully  and  distinctly  comprehend  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  oppression,  cruelty,  and  injustice  committed  by 
Mr.  Hastings,  and  by  which  you  may  estimate  the  pmdsh- 
ment  you  will  inflict  upon  him. 

Letter  from  Captain  Leonard  Jaques  to  Richard  Johnson^  JSgq^ 
Resident  at  the  Vizier's  Cov/rt ;  March  Qth,  1782. 

"  Sir, — The  women  belonging  to  the  Khourd  Mahl  com- 
plain of  their  beiug  in  want  of  every  necessary  of  life,  and 
are  at  last  drove  to  that  desperation,  that  they  at  night  get 
on  the  top  of  the  zenana,  make  a  great  disturbance,  and  last 
night  npt  only  abused  liie  sentinels  posted  4n  the  gardens, 
but  threw  dirt  at  them ;  they  threatened  to  throw  themselves 
from  the  walls  of  the  zenana,  and  also  to  break  out  of  it. 
Humanity  obliges  me  to  acquaint  you  of  this  matter,  and  to 
request  to  know  if  you  have  any  direction  to  give  me  concern- 
ing it.  I  also  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you,  I  sent  for  Lataffit 
AU  KhSn,  the  cojah  who  has  the  charge  of  them,-  who  in* 
formed  me  their  complaint  is  well  grounded,  that  they  have 
sold  everything  they  had,  even  to  the  clothes  from  their  backs, 
and  now  have  no  means  of  existing  ;  enclosed,  I  transmit 
you  a  letter  from  MonataU  on  the  subject." 

Letter  from  Captain  Jaques  to  Richard  Johnson,  Esq, ; 
March  7th,  1782. 

"  Sir, — I  beg  leave  to  address  you  again  concerning  the 
women  in  the  Khourd  Mahl ;  their  behaviour  last  night  was 
so  furious,  that  there  seemed  the  greatest  probability  of  their 
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ppoceeding  to  the  utmost  extremities,  and  tna^w^^ 
either  throw  themselves  from  the  walls,  or  force  the  doors  of 
the  zenana.  I  have  made  every  inquiry  concerning  the 
cause  of  their  complaints,  and  find  from  Lataffit  Ali  Khlia 
that  they  are  in  a  starving  condition,  having  sold  all  their 
clothes  and  necessaries,  and  now  have  not  wherewithal  to 
support  nature ;  and  as  my  instructions  are  quite  silent  upon 
tiiis  head,  should  he  glad  to  know  how  to  proceed  in  case  they 
were  to  force  the  doors  of  the  zenana ;  as  I  suspect  it  will 
happen,  should  no  subsistence  be  very  quickly  sent  to  them.'' 

Letter  from  Major  GiVpin  to  John  Bristow,  JEsq.,  Besident 
at  the  Court  of  Lucknow  ;  SOth  October,  1782. 
''Last  night,  about  eight  o'clock,  the  women  in  the 
Khourd  Mahl  zenana,  under  the  charge  of  Lataffit  Ali  Khan, 
assembled  on  the  tops  of  the  buildings,  crying  in  a  most  la- 
mentable manner  for  food ;  that  for  the  last  four  days  they 
had  got  but  a  veiy  scanty  allowance,  and  that  yesterday  they 
had  got  none.  The  melancholy  cries  of  famine  are  more 
easily  imagined  than  described ;  and  from  their  representa- 
tioDs,  I  fear  that  the  Nabob's  agents  for  that  business  are  very 
inattentive.  I  therefore  think  it  requisite  to  make  you  ac- 
quainted with  the  circumstance,  that  his  excellency  the  Na- 
hcb  may  cause  his  agents  to  be  more  circumspect  in  their 
(xmduct  to  these  poor,  unhappy  women." 

Letter  from  Mr.  Bristow  to  Major  Oilpin  ;  Fyzabad, 
4ith  November,  1782. 

"  Sir,^ — I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  12th,  19th, 
27^,  and  SOth  ultimo.  I  commimicated  the  contents  of  that 
of  the  SOth  to  the  minister,  who  promised  me  to  issue  orders 
for  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  relieve  the  distress  of 
tiie  Khourd  Mahl.  I  shall  also  forward  a  bill  for  10,000  ru- 
pees toT  you  in  the  course  of  three  or  four  days  ;  and  if  in 
the  mean  time  you  may  find  means  to  supply  to  the  amount 
of  that  sum,  I  will  become  personally  responsible  to  you  for 
the  repayment." 

Letter  from  Major  Gfilpin  to  John  Bristow,  Usq.,  at  the 

Court  of  Lucknow;  Ih/zabad,  \^th  November,  1782. 
"  Sir, — The  repeated  cries  of  the  women  in  the  Khourd 
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Mahl  zenana  for  subsistence  have  been  truly  melancholy. 
They  beg  most  piteousljr  for  liberty,  that  they  may  earn 
their  daily  bread  by  laborious  servitude,  or  be  relieved  from 
their  misery  by  immediate  death.  In  consequence  of  their 
unhs^py  situation,  I  have  this  day  taken  theliberty  of  draw- 
ing on  you  in  favour  of  Eamnarain  at  ten  days*  sight  for 
twenty  son  Kerah  rupees,  ten  thousand  of  which  I  have  paid 
to  Cojah  Lataffit  Ali  Khka,  under  whose  charge  that  zena- 
na is." 

These,  my  lords,  are  the  state  of  the  distresses  in  the 
year  1782 ;  and  your  lordships  will  see  that  they  continued 
almost,  with  only  occasional  reliefs,  during  the  period  of  that 
whole  year.  Now  we  enter  into  the  year  1783,  to  show  you 
that  it  continued  during  the  whole  time ;  and  then  I  shall 
make  a  very  few  remarks  upon  it. 

I  will  now  read  to  your  lordships  a  part  of  Mr.  Holt's  evi- 
dence, by  which  it  is  proved  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  duly 
advertised  of  all  these  miserable  and  calamitous  circum- 
stances :— Q.  Whether  you  saw  a  letter  of  intelligence  from 
Fyzabad,  containing  a  relation  of  the  treatment  of  the 
women  in  the  Khourd  Mahl  ? — A;  Yes,  I  did,  and  translated 
it.  Q.  From  whom  did  it  come  ? — ^A.  Hoolas  Eoi.  Q,  Who 
was  he  ? — A.  An  agent  of  the  resident  at  Fyzabad,  employed 
for  the  purpose  of  transmitting  information  to  the  resident. 
Q,  Was  that  paper  transmitted  to  Mr.  Hastings  ? — A.  To  the 
best  of  my  recollection  it  was  transmitted  to  the  board,  after 
I  had  attested  it.  Q.  Do  you  remember  at  what  distance  of 
time  after  the  receipt  of  the  intelligence  respecting  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  Khourd  Mahl,  that  paper  was  transmitted  to 
Calcutta? — A,  I  cannot  say.  Q.  Do  you  believe  it  was 
transmitted  within  ten  months  after  the  time  it  was  re- 
ceived ? — A,  I  understood  it  to  be  a  letter  received  just  before 
it  was  transmitted.  Q.  Then  you  understand  it  waa  trans- 
mitted as  soo!i  as  received  ? — A.  Yes,  in  the  course  of  three 
days.  Q.  Can  you  bring  to  your  mind  the  time  at  which  the 
translation  was  made  ? — A,  To  the  best  of  my  recollection  it 
was  in  January,  1784.  Q.  Whether  the  distresses  that  had 
been  complained  of  had  ceased  for  above  a  twelvemonth  be- 
fore the  distresses  of  the  Khourd  Mahl  ? — A.  I  understood 
they  were  new  distresses.     Q.  Then  you  state  that  that 
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aceounty  transmitted  in  1784,  was,  as  you  understand,  an 
account  of  new  distresses  ? — A.  YeB.'' 

I  shall  now  refer  your  lordships  to  page  899  of  your  printed 
minutes : — [The  managers  for  the  Commons  acquainted  the 
House  that  they  would  next  read  the  paper  of  intelligence 
which  had  heen  authenticated  by  Mr.  Holt,  in  his  evidence 
at  the  bar,  relative  to  the  miserable  situation  of  these  women, 

which  they  meant  to  bring  home  to  Mr.  Hastings :] jAn 

extract  of  a  consultation  of  the  17th  February,  1784. — At  a 
council;  present,  the  Honourable  "Warren  Hastings,  Esq., 
Governor-General,  President;  Edward  Wheler  and  John 
Stables,  Esqrs.,  Mr.  Macpherson  absent  from  the  priasidency 
for  the  benefit  of  his  health :  The  following  letter  and  its 
enclosures  were  received  from  Mr.  Bristow  on  the  8th  instant, 
and  circulated, — "  Honourable  Sir,  and  Gentlemen, — I  have 
the  honour  to  forward  for  your  further  information  the 
endosure  No.  3 ;  it  contains  a  relation  of  the  hardships 
endured  .by  the  ladies  of  the  late  Vizier  Zenana." — Signed, 
John  Bristow. 

Translation  of  a  Paper  ofintelligence  from  Ikfzdbad. 

"  The  ladies,  their  attendants,  and  servants  were  still  as 
clamorous  as  last  night ;  Lataffit,  the  daroga,  went  to  them, 
and  remonstrated  with  them  on  the  impropriety  of  their  con- 
duct, at  the  same  time  assuring  them  that  in  a  few  days  all 
their  allowances  would  be  paid,  and  should  that  not  be  the 
case,  he  would  advance  them  ten  days'  subsistence  upon  con- 
dition that  they  returned  to  their  habitations ;  none  of  them 
however  consented  to  his  proposal,  but  were  still  intent  upon 
nuydng  their  escape  through  the  bazaar,  and  in  consequence 
formed  themselves  in  the  following  order : — The  children  in 
the  front,  behind  them  the  ladies  of  the  seraglio,  and  behind 
them  again  their  attendants ;  but  their  intentions  were  frus- 
trated by  the  opposition  which  they  met  with  from  Lataffit' s 
sepoys.  The  next  day  Lataffit  went  twice  to  the  women, 
and  used  his  endeavours  to  make  them  return  into  the  zenana, 
promising  to  advance  them  10,000  rupees,  which,  iipon  the 
nMMiey  being  paid  down,  they  agreed  to  comply  with ;  but 
nigfat  coming  on,  nothing  transpired. 

"  On  the  day  following,  their  clamours  were  more  violent 
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than  usual ;  Lataffit  went  to  confer  with  them  on  the  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  offering  the  same  terms ;  depending  upon 
the  fidelity  of  his  promises,  they  consented  to  return  to  their 
apartments,  which  they  accordingly  did,  except  two  or  three 
of  the  ladies,  and  most  of  their  attendants ;  Lataffit  went 
then  to  Hoshmund  Ali  Khan,  to  consult  with  him  about 
what  means  they  should  take ;  they  came  to  a  resolution  of 
driving  them  in  by  force,  and  gave  orders  to  their  sepoys  to 
beat  any  one  of  the  women  who  should  attempt  to  mova 
forward.  The  sepoys  accordingly  assembled,  and  each  one 
being  provided  with  a  bludgeon,  they  drove  them,  by  dint  of 
beating,  into  the  zenana.  The  women,  seeing  the  treachery 
of  Lataffit,  proceeded  to  throw  stones  and  bricks  at  the  sepoys, 
and  again  attempted  to  get  out ;  but  finding  that  impossible 
from  the  gates  being  shut,  they  kept  up  a  continual  discharge 
tiU  about  twelve  o'clock,  when  finding  their  situation  despe^ 
rate,  they  returned  into  the  Bung  Mahl,  and  forced  their  way 
from  thence  into  the  palace,  and  dispersed  themselves  about 
the  house  and  gardens.  After  this  they  were  desirous  of 
getting  into  the  Segum's  apartments,  but  she,  being  apprized 
of  their  intentions,  ordered  the  doors  to  be  shut.  In  the  mean 
time  Lataffit  and  Hoshmund  Ali  Xhkn  posted  justices  to  se- 
cure the  gates  of  the  lesser  Mahl.  During  the  whole  of  this 
conflict,  the  ladies  and  women  remained  exposed  to  the  view 
of  the  sepoys. 

"  The  Begum  then  sent  for  Lataffit  and  Hoshmund  Ali 
Khan,  whom  she  severelv  reprimanded,  and  insisted  upon 
knowing  the  cause  of  this  infamous  behaviour.  They  pleaded 
in  their  defence  the  impossibility  of  helping  it,  as  the  treat- 
ment the  women  had  met  with  had  only  been  conformable  to 
his  excellency  the  Vizier's  orders.  The  Begum  alleged  that 
even  admitting  that  the  Nabob  had  given  these  orders,  they 
were  by  no  means  authorized  in  this  manner  to  disgrace  the 
family  of  Sujah  Dowlah  ;  and  should  they  not  receive  their 
allowances  for  a  day  or  two,  it  could  be  of  no  great  moment ; 
what  had  passed  was  now  at  an  end ;  but  that  the  Vizier 
should  certainly  be  acquainted  with  the  whole  of  the  affisur, 
and  that  whatever  he  directed  she  should  implicitly  comply 
with.  The  Begum  then  sent  for  two  of  the  children  who 
were  wounded  in  the  affray  of  last  night,  and  after  endeavour- 
ing to  soothe  them,  she  again  sent  to  Lataffit  and  Hoshmund 


d  by  Google 


WABBXK  HASTINGS,   £SQ.  273 

Ali  Kh&n,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  children  again  expressed 
her  disapprobation  of  their  conduct,  and  the  improbability  of 
Azoph  ulJDowlah's  suffering  the  ladies  and  children  of  Sujah 
Domah  to  be  disgraced  by  being  exposed  to  the  view  of  the 
sepoys;  upon  which  Lataffit  produced  the  letter  from  the 
Nabob,  representing  that  he  was  amenable  only  to  the  order 
of  his  excellency,  ana  that  whatever  he  ordered  it  was  his  duty 
to  obey ;  and  that  had  the  ladies  thought  proper  to  have  re- 
tired quietly  to  their  apartments,  he  would  not  have  used  the 
means  he  had  taken  to  compel  them.  The  Begum  again 
observed,  that  what  had  passed  was  now  over..  She  then 
gave  the  children  400  rupees  and  dismissed  them,  and  sent 
word  by  Sunrud  and  the  other  eunuchs,  that  if  the  ladies 
would  peaceably  retire  to  their  apartments,  Lataffit  would 
supply  them  with  3000  or  4000  rupees  for  their  present  ex- 
penses, and  recommended  them  not  to  incur  any  mrther  dis- 
grace ;  and  that  if  they  did  not  think  proper  to  act  agreeably 
to  her  directions,  they  would  do  wrong.  The  ladies  fol- 
lowed her  advice,  and  about  ten  at  night  went  back  to  the 
zenana.  The  next  tnoming  the  Beguin  waited  upon  the 
mother  of  Sujah  Dowlah,  and  related  to  her  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  disturbance.  The  mother  of  Sujah  Dowlah 
returned  for  answer,  that  after  there  being  no  accounts  kept 
by  crores  of  revenue,  she  was  not  surprised  that  the  famyy 
of  Sujah  Dowlah,  in  their  endeavouriS^Jo  procure  subsistence, 
should  be  obliged  to  expose  themselves  i;o  the  meanest  of 
1^  people.  After  bewailing  their  misfortunes  and  shedding 
many  tears,  the  Begum  took  her  leave  and  returned  home.** 
As  a  proof  of  the  extremity  of  the  distress  which  reigned 
in  the  Kiiourd  Mahl,  your  lordships  have  been  told  that  these 
women  must  have  perished  through  femine,  if  their  gaolers, 
Gaptain  Jaques  and  Major  Gilpin,  had  not  raised  money  upon 
their  own  credit,  and,supplied  them  with  an  occasional  rehef. 
And  therefore  when  they  talk  of  his  peculation,  of  his  taking 
but  a  bribe  here  and  a  bribe  there,  see  the  consequences  of 
his  system  of  peculation,  see  the  consequence  of  a  usurpation 
whicn  extinguishes  the  natural  authority  of  the  country,  see 
tiie  consequences  of  a  clandestine  correspondence  that  does 
not  let  the  injuries  of  the  country  come  regularly  before  the 
authorities  in  Oude,  to  relieve  it ;  consider  the  whole  mass 
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of  crimes,  and  then  consider  the  sufferings  that  have  arisen 
in  consequence  of  it. 

My  lords,  it  was  not  corporal  pain  alone  that  these  miser- 
able women  suffered.  The  unsatisfied  cravings  of  hunger 
and  the  blows  of  the  sepoys'  bludgeons  could  touch  only  the 
physical  part  of  their  nature.  But,  my  lords,  men  are  made 
of  two  pfurts,  the  physical  part  and  the  moral.  The  former 
he  has  in  common  with  the  brute  creation.  Like  theirs,  our 
coiporal  pains  are  very  limited  and  temporary.  But  the 
sufierings  which  touch  our  moral  nature  have  a  wider  range, 
and  are  infinitely  more  acute,  driving  the  sufferer  sometimes 
to  the  extremities  of  despair  and  distraction.  Man,  in  his 
moral  nature,  becomes,  in  nis  progress  through  life,  a  creature 
of  prejudice — a  creature  of  opinions — ^a  creature  of  habits, 
ana  of  sentiments  growing  out  of  them.  These  form  our 
second  nature,  as  inhabitants  of  the  country  and  members  of 
the  society  in  which  Providence  has  placed  us.  This  sensi- 
bility of  our  moral  nature  is  far  more  acute  in  that  sex  which 
I  may  say,  without  any  compliment,  forms  the  better  and 
more  virtuous  part'  of  m^kmd,  and  which  is  at  the  same 
time  the  least  protected  from  the  insults  and  outrages  to  which 
this  sensibility  exposes  them.  This  is  a  new  source  of  feel- 
ings that  often  make  corporal  distress  doubly  felt ;  and  it  has 
a  whole  class  of  distresses  of  its  own.  These  are  the  things 
that  have  gone  to  the  heart  of  the  Commons. 

We  have  stated  first,  the  sufferings  of  the  Begum,  and 
secondly,  the  sufferings  of  the  two  thousand  women,  I  believe 
they  are  not  fewer  in  number,  that  belong  to  them,  and  are 
dependent  upon  them,  and  dependent  upon  their  well-being. 
We  have  stated  to  you  that  the  court  of  directors  were 
shocked  and  astonished  when  they  received  the  account  of 
the  first,  before  they  had  heard  the  second.  We  have  proved 
they  desired  him  to  redress  the  former,  if  upon  inquiry  he 
found  that  his  original  suspicions  concerning  their  conduct 
were  ill  founded.  He  has  declared  here  that  he  did  not  con- 
sider these  as  orders.  Whether  they  were  orders  or  not, 
could  anvthing  have  been  more  pressine;  upon  all  the  duties 
and  all  the  sentiments  of  men,  than  at  least  to  do  what  was 
jUst,  that  is,  to  make  such  an  inquiry  as  in  the  result  might 
justify  his  acts,  or  have  entitled  them  to  redress  ?  Not  one 
trace  of  inquiry  or  redress  do  we  find,  except  we  suppose,  aa 
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we  hear  nothing  after  this  of  the  famine,  that  Mr.  Bristow, 
who  seems  to  be  a  man  of  humanity,  did  so  effectually  inter- 
pose, that  they  should  no  longer  depend  for  the  safety  of  their 
hgnour  on  the  bludgeons  of  the  sepoys,  by  which  alone  it 
seems  they  were  defended  from  the  profane  view  of  the 
vulgar,  and  which  we  must  state  as  a  matter  of  great  aggra- 
vation in  this  case. 

The  counsel  on  the  other  side  say  that  all  this  intelligence 
comes  in  an  anonymous  paper  without  date,  transmitted  from 
a  newspaper  writer  at  Fyzabad.  This  is  the  contempt  with 
which  thev  treat  this  serious  paper  sent  to  Mr.  Hastings  him- 
self by  official  authority ;  by  Hoolas  Roi,  who  was  the  news- 
writer  at  Fyzabad ;  the  person  appointed  to  convey  authentic 
intelligence  concerning  tne  state  of  it  to  the  resident  at  Luck- 
now.  The  resident  received  it  as  such ;  he  transmitted  it  to 
Mr.  Hastings,  and  it  was  not  till  this  hour,  till  the  counsel 
were  instructed  (Gk)d  forgive  them  for  obeying  such  instruc- 
tions) to  treat  these  things  with  ridicule,  that  we  have  heard 
this  Hoolas  Eoi  called  a  common  news- writer  of  anonymous 
information,  and  the  like.  If  the  information  had  come  in 
any  way  the  least  authentic,  instead  of  coming  in  a  manner 
the  most  authentic  in  which  it  was  possible  to  come  to  Mr. 
Hastinffs — ^he  was  bound  by  every  feeling  of  humanity,  every 
principle  of  regard  to  his  own  honour  and  his  employers',  to 
see  whether  it  was  true  or  false ;  if  false  to  refute  it ;  if  true 
to  afford  redress :  he  has  done  neither.  Therefore  we  charge 
him  with  being  the  cause ;  we  charge  upon  him  the  conse- 
quences, with  all  the  aggravations  attending  them  ;  and  we 
call  both  upon  justice  and  humanity  for  redress,  as  far  as  it 
can  be  afforded  to  these  people,  and  for  the  severest  punish- 
ments which  your  lordships  can  inflict  upon  the  author  of 
these  evils,  if  instead  of  the  mass  of  crimes  that  we  have 
brought  before  you,  this  singly  had  been  charged  upon  the 

Erisoner,  I  will  say  that  it  is  a  greater  crime  than  any  man 
as  ever  been  impeached  for  before  the  House  of  Lords,  from 
the  first  records  of  parliament  to  this  hour. 

I  need  not  remind  your  lordships  of  one  particular  circum- 
stance in  this  cruel  outrage.  No  excuse  or  pretence  what- 
ever is  brought  forward  in  its  justification.  W  ith  respect  to 
the  Begums,  they  have  been  charged  with  rebellion ;  but  who 
has  accused  the  miserable  inhabitants  of  the  Khourd  Mahl 
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of  rebellion  or  rebellious  designs  ?  "Wliat  hearsay  is  there 
even  against  them  of  it  ?— No ;  even  the  persons  permitted 
by  Mr.  Hastings  to  rob  and  destroy  the  country,  and  who  are 
stoted  bv  him  to  have  been  so  employed,  not  one  of  that 
legion  of  locusts  which  he  had  sent  into  the  country  to  eat 
up  and  devour  the  bread  of  its  inhabitants,  and  who  had 
been  the  cause  both  of  the  famine  itself  and  of  the  inability 
of  the  Begums  to  struggle  with  it ;  none  of  these  people,  I 
say,  ventured  even  a  hearsay  about  these  women. 

Werp  the  suflferers  few  r  There  were  eight  hundred  of 
them,  besides  children.  Were  they  persons  of  any  rank  and 
consequence  ?  "We  are  told  that  they  were  persons  of  con- 
siderable rank  and  distinction,  connected  with  and  living 
under  the  protection  of  women  of  the  first  rank  in  Asia. 
Were  they  persons  not  deserving  pity  ?  We  know  that  they 
were  innocent  women  and  children,  not  accused,  and  unsus- 
pected of  any  crime.  He  has  taken  into  his  head  to  speak 
contemptuously  of  these  women  of  the  Khourd  Mahl :  but 
your  lordships  will  consider  both  descriptions  generally  with 
some  respect ;  and  where  they  are  not  objects  of  the  highest 
respect,  they  will  be  objects  of  your  compassion.  Your  lord- 
ships by  your  avenging  justice  will  rescue  the  name  of  the 
Bntish  government  from  the  foulest  disgrace  which  this  man 
has  brought  upon  it. 

An  account  of  these  transactions,  as  we  have  proved  by 
Mr.  Holt's  evidence,  was  regularly  transmitted  and  made 
known  to  him.  But  why  do  I  say  made  known  to  him  ?— 
Do  not  your  lordships  know  that  Oude  was  his,  that  he 
treated  it  like  his  private  estate,  that  he  managed  it  in  all  its 
concerns  as  if  it  were  his  private  demesne  ;  that  the  Nabob 
dared  not  do  a  single  act  without  him ;  that  he  had  a  resident 
there  nominated  by  himself,  and  forced  upon  the  Nabob,  in 
defiance  of  the  Company's  order  ?  Tet,  notwithstanding  all 
this,  we  do  not  find  a  trace  of  anything  done  to  relieve  the 
aggravated  distresses  of  these  unfortunate  people. 

These  are  some  of  the  consequences  of  that  abominable 
system  which,  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  his  country,  Mr. 
Hastings  established  in  Oude ;  he  knew  everything  there ; 
he  had  spies  upon  his  regular  agents,  and  spies  again  upon 
them.  We  can  prove  (indeed  he  has  himself  proved),  that 
besides  his  correspondence  with  his  avowed  agents,  Major 
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Palmer  and  Major  Davy,  he  had  secret  correspondence  with  a 
whole  host  of  agents  and  pensioners,  who  did  and  must  have 
informed  him  of  every  circumstance  of  these  affairs.  But  if 
he  had  never  been  informed  of  it  at  all,  the  Commons  con- 
tend, and  very  well  and  justly  contend,  that  he  who  usurps 
the  government  of  a  country,  who  extinguishes  the  authority 
of  its  native  sovereign,  and  places  in  it  instruments  of  his 
own,  and  that  in  defiance  of  those  whose  orders  he  was  bound 
to  obey,  is  responsible  for  everything  that  was  done  in  the 
country.  We  do  charce  him  with  these  acts  of  delinquencies 
and  omissions,  we  declare  him  responsible  for  them ;  and  we 
call  for  your  lordships'  judgment  upon  these  outrages  against 
humanity,  as  cruel  perhaps  as  ever  were  suffered  in  any 
country. 

My  lords,  if  there  is  a  spark  of  manhood,  if  there  is  in 
your  breasts  the  least,  feeling  of  our  common  humanity,  and 
especially  for  the  sufferings  and  distresses  of  that  part  of 
human  nature  which  is  made  by  its  peculiar  constitution  more 
quick  and  sensible, — if^  I  say,  there  is  a  trace  of  this  in  your 
breasts,  if  you  are  yet  alive  to  such  feelings,  it  is  impossible 
that  you  should  not  join  with  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain 
in  feeling  the  utmost  degree  of  indignation  against  the  man 
who  was  the  guilty  cause  of  this  accumulated  distress.  You 
see  women^  whom  we  have  proved  to  be  of  respectable  rank 
and  condition,  exposed  to  what  is  held  to  be  the  last  of  in- 
dignities in  that  country,  the  view  of  a  base,  insidting,  ridi- 
Cluing,  or  perhaps  vainly  pitying  populace.  You  have  before 
you  the  first  women  in  Asia,  who  consider  their  honour  as 
joined  with  that  of  these  people,  weeping  and  bewading  the 
calamities  of  their  hoyse.  lou  have  seen,  that  in  this  mi- 
sery and  distress  the  sons  of  the  Nabob  were  involved,  and 
that  two  of  them  were  wounded  in  an  attempt  to  escape ; 
and  yet  this  man  has  had  the  impudence  to  declare  his 
doubts  of  the  Nabob's  having  had  any  children  in  the  place  ; 
though  the  account  of  what  was  going  on  had  been  regularly 
transmitted  to  him.  After  this,  what  is  there  in  his  conduct 
that  we  can  wonder  at  ? 

My  lords,  the  maintenance  of  these  women  had  been 
guaranteed  by  the  Company,  but  it  was  doubly  guaranteed 
under  the  great  seal  of  humanity.  The  conscience  of  every 
man,  and  more  especially  of  the  great  and  powerful,  is  the 
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keeper  of  that  great  seal,  and  knows  what  is  dtie  to  its 
authority.  For  the  violation  of  both  these  guarantees,  with- 
out even  the  vain  and  frivolous  pretence  of  a  rebellion,  and 
for  all  its  consequences,  Mr.  Hastings  is  answerable ;  and  he 
will  not  escape  your  justice  by  those  miserable  excuses 
which  he  has  produced  to  the  court  of  directors,  and  which 
he  has  produced  here  in  his  justification.  My  lords,  that 
justification  we  leave  with  your  lordships. 

"We  now  proceed  to  another  part  of  our  charge,  which  Mr. 
Hastings  has  not  thought  proper  to  deny,  but  upon  which  we 
shall  beg  leave  to  make  a  few  observations.  Tou  will  first 
hear  read  to  you,  from  the  17th  article  of  our  charge,  the 
subject-matter  to  which  we  now  wish  to  call  your  attai-- 
tion. 

"  That  in  or  about  the  month  of  March,  1783,  three  of  the 
said  brothers  of  the  Nabob,  namely,  Myrza  Hyder  Ally, 
Myrza  Imay  ul  Ally,  and  Myrza  Syof  Ally,  did  represent  to 
the  said  Bristow  that  they  were  in  distress  for  dry  bread  and 
clothes ;  and,  in  consequence  of  such  representation,  were  re- 
lieved by  the  intervention  of  the  said  Bristow;  but  soon 
after  the  deputation  of  the  said  "Warren  Hastings  to  Oude, 
in  the  year  1784,  that  is  to  say,  some  time  in  or  about  the 
month  of  September,  in  the  said  year  1784,  the  said  Myrza 
Hyder  Ally,  one  of  the  three  princes  aforesaid,  did  flv  to  the 
province  of  Benares,  and  did  remain  there  in  great  cKstress  ; 
and  that  although  the  said  "Warren  Hastings  did  write  to  the 
said  Nabob  an  account  of  the  aforesaid  circumstances,  in 
certain  loose,  light,  and  disrespectful  expressions  concerning 
the  said  Myrza  Hyder  Ally,  he  did  not,  as  he  was  in  duty 
bound  to  do,  in  anywise  exert  that  influence  which  he  actu- 
ally and  notoriously  possessed  over  the  mind  of  the  said 
Nabob,  for  the  relief  of  the  said  prince,  the  brother  of  the 
said  Nabob ;  but  without  obtaining  any  satisfactory  and  spe- 
cific assurances,  either  from  the  saia  Nabob  or  the  said 
minister,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  content  himself  with 
advising  the  said  prince  to  return  to  his  brother,  the  said 
Nabob.** 

The  answer  of  Mr.  Hastings  to  that  part  of  the  seren- 
teenth  article  states  : — "  And  the  said  "Warren  Hastings  says, 
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that  in  or  about  tbe  month  of  July,  in  the  year  1783,  a  paper 
was  received,  enclosed  in  a  letter  to  the  GK)Ternor-General 
and  council  from  Mr.  Bristow,  purporting  to  be  a  translation 
of  a  letter  from  three  brothers,  of  the  said  Vizier,  in  which 
^ey  did  represent  themselves  to  be  in  distress  for  dry  bread 
and  clothes ;  but  whether  such  distress  actually  existed,  and 
was  relieved  by  the  said  Bristow,  the  said  "Warren  Hastings 
cannot  set  forth." 

"  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  further  says,  that  some 
time  in  the  month  of  September,  1784,  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  being  then  at  Benares,  did  receive  information  that 
Myrza  Hyder  Ally  was  arrived  there,  and  the  said  Warren 
Hastings,  not  knowing  before  that  time  that  there  was  any 
such  person,  did  write  to  the  Nabob  Vizier,  to  the  purport 
or  eflfect  following : — *  A  few  days  ago  I  learned  that  a  person 
called  Myrza  Hyder  Ally  was  arrived  at  Benares,  and  called 
himself  a  son  of  the  deceased  Nabob  Sujah  ul  Dowlah,  and  I 
was  also  told  that  he  came  from  Fyzabad ;  as  I  did  not  know 
whether  he  left  Fyzabad  with  or  without  your  consent,  I 
therefore  did  not  pay  him  much  attention,  and  I  now  trouble 
you  to  give  me  every  information  on  the  subject,  how  ho 
came  here,  and  what  your  intentions  are  about  him  ;  he  re- 
mains here  in  great  distress,  and  I  therefore  wish  to  know 
your  sentiments.' " 

"  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  further  says,  that  having 
received  an  answer  from  the  said  Vizier,  he  did,  on  or  about 
the  13th  of  October,  1784,  enclose  the  same  in  a  letter  to  the 
Baid  Myrza,  of  which  letter  the  following  is  a  copy : — *  An 
answer  is  arrived  to  what  I  wrote  on  your  accoimt  to  the 
Nabob  Vizier,  which  I  enclose  to  you ;  having  read  it;  you 
will  send  it  back.  I  conceive  you  had  better  go  to  the  Naoob 
Vizier's  presence,  who  will  certainly  afford  you  protection 
uid  assistance.  I  will  write  what  is  proper  to  carry  you  to 
the  Nabob,  and  it  will  in  every  respect  be  for  your  good ; 
whatever  may  be  your  intention  on  this  head,  you  will  write 
tome.'" 

^  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  submits  that  it  was  no 
part  of  his  duty  as  Governor- General  to  interfere  with  the 
said  Vizier  on  behalf  of  the  said  Myrza,  or  to  obtain  from 
the  said  Vizier  any  specific  assurances  on  the  subject." 
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Continuation  of  the  seventeenth  article  of  the  charge :' — 
"  That  in  order  to  avoid  famine  at  home,  another  of  the  iNTa- 
boh's  brothers,  by  name  Myrza  Jungli,  was  under  the  neces- 
siiy  of  flying  from  his  native  country,  and  did  seek  protection 
from  a  certain  Mahomedan  lord,  called  Myrza  Shufl^  Elhto, 
then  prime  minister  of  the  M(^^  from  whom  he  did  go  to 
the  camp  of  the  Mahratta  chief  Mhadajee  Scindia,  where  he 
did  solicit  and  obtain  a  military  command,  together  with  a 
grant  of  lands  or  jaghire,  for  the  subsistence  of  himself  his 
&mily,  and  followers ;  but,  wishing  again  to  be  received  under 
the  protection  of  the  British  government,  the  said  Myrza 
Jungli,  in  1783,  did  apply  to  the  said  resident  Bristow, 
through  David  Anderson,  Esq.,  then  on  an  embassy  in  the 
camp  of  the  said  Scindia ;  and,  in  consequence  of  such  ap- 
plication, the  said  Bristow,  sensible  of  the  disgrace  which 
the  exile  of  the  said  Myrza  Jungli  reflected  both  on  the  said 
Nabob  of  Oude  and  the  British  nation,  did  negotiate  with  the 
Nabob  and  his  ministers  for  the  return  of  the  said  Myrza 
Jungli,  and  for  the  settlement  and  regular  payment  of  some 

5 roper  allowance  for  the  maintenance  of  the  said  Myrza 
ungli ;  but  the  aUowance  required  was  ultimately  refused ; 
and,  although  the  whole  of  the  transactions  aforesaid  were 
duly  represented  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings  by  the  said 
Anderson  and  by  the  said  Bristow,  and  although  he  had 
himself  received,  so  early  as  the  23rd  of  August,  1782,  a 
letter  from  the  Vizier,  grievously  complaining  of  the  cruel 
and  extortions  demands  made  upon  him  by  the  said  Warren 
Hastings, — ^in  which  letter  he  did  expressly  mention  the 
flight  of  his  brother,  and  the  distresses  of  the  women  of  his 
late  father,  who  he  said  were  all  his  mothers,  and  that  his 
said  brothers,  from  the  resumption  of  their  jaghires,  were 
reduced  to  ^eat  affliction  and  di8tress,-T-and  he  did  attribute 
the  said  fli^t  of  some  of  his  brethren,  and  the  distresses  of 
the  rest,  and  of  the  women  who  stood  in  a  species  of  maternal 
relation  to  him,  as  owing  to  the  aforesaid  oppressive  demands ; 
yet^the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  cruelly,  inhumanly,  and 
corruptly  decline  to  make  any  order  for  the  better  provision 
of  any  of  the  said  eminent  family,  or  for  the  return  of  the 
said  prince,  who  had  fled  from  his  brother's  court  to  avoid 
the  danger  of  perishing  by  famine.*' 
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Answer  of  Mr.  Hastings  to  that  part  of  the  charge: — 
'^  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  further  sajs,  that  he  was  in- 
formed that  Mjrza  Jungli,  in  the  said  article  also  mentioned, 
did  leave  his  native  coimtrj  in  distress,  and  did  go  to  Myrza 
Qhiiffu  Khskn,  in  the  said  article  also  mentioned;  and  the 
said  Warren  Hastings  likewise  admits  he  was  informed  that 
the  said  Myrza  Jungli  did  afterwards  leave  the  said  Myrza 
Shuflfii  KhAn,  and  repair  to  the  camp  of  Mhadaiee  Scindia, 
•with  a  view  of  obtainmg  some  establishment  for  himself  and 
followers." 

**  And  the  said  Warren  Hastiness  further  says,  that  in  cer- 
tain letters,  written  by  David  Anderson,  Esq.  and  John  Bris- 
tow,  Esq.,  it  was  represented  that  the  said  Myrza  Jungli  did 
apply  to  the  said  Bristow,  through  the  said  Anderson,  then 
on  an  embassy  in  the  camp  of  the  said  Scindia,  and  that  in 
eonsequence  thereof^  the  said  Bristow  did,  amongst  other 
things,  apply  to  the  Nabob  Vizier  for  a  certain  allowance  to 
be  nuide  to  the  said  Myrza,  and  for  the  regular  pavment  there- 
of, and  that  a  certain  allowance  was  accordingly  settled  by 
the  said  Vizier  on  the  said  Myrza ;  and  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  says,  that  information  of  the  above  transactions  was 
transmitted  to  the  board  of  council ;  and  that  a  letter  from 
the  said  Vizier  was  received  on  the  23rd  of  August,  X782,  con- 
taining certain  representations  of  the  distresses  of  himself 
and  family  ;  and  ne  admits  that  no  order  was  made  by 
him,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  for  the  provision  of  any  of 
the  said  family,  or  for  the  return  of  the  said  Myrza ;  but  the 
Baid  Warren  Hastings  denies  that  he  was  guilty  of  any  cru- 
elty, inhumanity,  or  corruption,  or  of  any  misconduct  what- 
soever in  the  matters  aforesaid." 

Continuation  of  the  charge  : — "  That  some  time  in  or 
about  the  month  of  December,  1783,  the  Nabob  Behadre, 
another  of  the  brothers  of  the  said  Nabob  of  Oude,  did  repre- 
sent to  the  said  Bristow,  that  he,  the  said  Nabob  Behadre,  nad 
not  received  a  flEtrthing  of  his  allowance  for  the  current  year, 
and  was  without  food ;  and  being  wounded  by  an  assassin, 
who  had  also  murdered  his  aunt  in  the  very  capital  of  Oude, 
the  said  Nabob  Behadre  had  not  a  daum  to  pay  the  surgeon, 
who  attended  him  for  the  love  of  GK>d  alone;  that  at  or 
abput  the  period  of  the  above  representation,  the  said  Bristow 
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was  recalled,  and  the  said  Warren  Hastings  proceeded  up  to 
Lucknow,  but  did  not  inquire  into  the  said  representati<Mi8 
transmitted  by  the  said  Bristow  to  Calcutta,  nor  did  order 
relief." 

Mr.  Hastings's  answer  to  the  part  of  the  charge  last  read : 
— "  And  the  said  "Warren  Hastings  further  sap,  that  on  the 
29th  January,  1784,  after  the  recall  of  the  said  Bristow,  he, 
the  said  Bristow,  did  transmit  to  the  Gbvemor-General  and 
council  two  letters,  one  dated  the  28th  of  December,  1783, 
the  other  the  7th  January,  1784,  purporting  to  be  written  by 
the  said  Nabob  Behadre,  addressed  to  him,  the  said  Bristow, 
to  the  effect  in  the  said  article  stated  ;  and  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  admits,  that  when  at  Lucknow  he  did  not  institute 
an  inquiry  into  the  supposed  transaction  in  the  said  seven- 
teenth article  stated,  or  make  any  order  concerning  the  said 
Behadre,  and  he  denies  that  it  was  his  duty  so  to  do." 
Here  is  the  name  of  this  Nabob  from  a  list  of  tne  jaghirdars, 
stated  by  Mr.  Purling,  page  485  printed  minutes.  Amongst 
the  names  of  jaghirdars,  the  times  when  granted,  and  the 
amount  of  the  jaghires,  there  occurs  that  of  the  Nabob  Be- 
hadre, with  a  grant  of  a  jaghire  of  the  amount  of  20,000 
rupees. 

[The  Lord  Chancellor  here  remarked,  that  what  had  been 
just  read  was  matter  of  the  seventeenth  article  of  the  charge 
'and  parts  of  the  answer  to  it ;  and  that  upon  looking  back  to 
the  lormer  proceedings,  it  has  escaped  his  attention  if  any 
matter  contained  in  the  seventeenth  article  had  been  made 
matter  of  the  charge.  That  it  therefore  seemed  to  him  that 
it  could  not  be  brought  in  upon  a  reply,  not  having  been 
made  matter  of  the  charge  originally.] 

Mr.  Bwrke,  My  lords,  I  have  to  say  to  this,  that  I  be- 
lieve you  have  heard  these  ^Eicts  made  matter  of  charge  by  the 
House  of  Commons,  that  I  conceive  they  have  been  admitted 
by  the  prisoner ;  and  that  the  Commons  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  proofs  of  anything  in  their  charge  which  is  fully  and 
in  terms  admitted.  The  proofs  which  they  have  produced 
to  your  lordships  were  upon  matters  which  were  contested ; 
but  here  the  facts  are  admitted  in  the  fullest  manner ;  we 
neither  have  abandoned  them,  intended  to  abandon  them, 
nor  ever  shall  abandon  them ;  we  have  made  them,  as  a 
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chaise,  upon  record.  The  answers  to  them  have  been  re- 
corded, which  answers  are  complete  admissions  of  every  fact 
in  the  charge. 

\_ljord  Chancellor.  I  do  not  make  myself  understood. 
The  objection  is  not  that  there  has  not  been  evidence  given 
upon  the  seventeenth  article,  but  at  the  close  of  the  case  on 
the  part  of  the  managers  for  the  House  of  Commons,  no 
mention  having  been  made  of  the  matter  contained  in  the 
seventeenth  article ;  that  therefore,  although  it  may  all  have 
been  admitted  by  the  answer  to  be  true,  yet  in  justice,  if  from 
that  answer  you  ground  the  charge,  it  is  necessary  the  de- 
fendant should  be  heard  upon  it.] 

Mr.  BvrJce,  If  your  lordships  choose  that  the  defendant 
flhaU  be  heard  upon  it,  we  have  no  kind  of  objection,  nor  ever 
liad,  or  pr^osed  an  objection  to  the  defendant  being  heard 
upon  it.  Your  lordships  know  that  the  defendaat's  counsel 
value  themselves  uppn  having  abandoned  their  defence  against 
certain  parts  of  the  charge ;  your  lordships  know  that  they 
declared  that  they  broke  off  thus  in  the  middle  of  their  de- 
fence, in  order  to  expedite  this  business. 

[Lord  Chancellor.  Eeferring  to  the  proceedings,  I  think 
it  a  matter  perfectly  clear,  that  in  the  course  of  the  charge, 
after  certain  articles  had  been  gone  through,  the  managers 
for  the  Commons  closed  the  case  there,  leaving  therefore  all 
the  other  articles,  excepting  those  that  had  been  discussed,  as 
matters  standing  with  the  answers  against  them,  but  not  in- 
sisted upon  in  making  out  the  charge.  Of  course,  therefore, 
if  the  defendant  had  gone  into  any  of  those  articles,  the  de- 
fmdant  must  have  been  stopped  upon  them,  because  he  would 
then  have  been  making  a  case  in  defence  to  that  which  had 
not  been  made  a  case  in  the  prosecution ;  the  objection  there- 
^Die  is  not  at  all  that  no  evidence  has  been  examined.  To 
be  sure  it  would  be  an  answer  to  that  to  say,  you  are  now 
proceeding  upon  an  admission ;  but  even  upon  those  facts 
that  are  admitted  (if  the  facts  are  admitted  that  are  insisted 
upon  as  matter  in  charge),  that  should  come  in  the  original 
stete  of  the  cause,  and  uie  defendant  in  common  justice  must 
be  heard  upon  that,  and  then,  and  then  only,  come  the  ob- 
nrvations  in  reply.] 

Mr.  Burke.  We  do  not  know,  nor  are  informed,  that  any 
charge,  information,  or  indictment  that  is  before  the  court. 
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and  upon  record,  and  is  not  denied  by  the  defendant,  does 
not  stand  in  full  force  against  him.  We  conceive  it  to  be  so ; 
we  conceive  it  to  be  agreeable  to  the  analogy  of  all  proceed- 
ings ;  and  the  reason  why  we  did  not  go  into  and  insist  upon 
it  was,  that  having  a  very  long  cause  before  us,  and  having 
the  most  full  and  complete  admission  upon  this  subject,  we 
did  not  proceed  further  in  it.  The  defendant  defends  him- 
self by  averring  that  it  teas  not  his  duty.  It  was  not  our 
business  to  prove  that  it  was  his  duty.  It  was  he  that  ad- 
mitted the  mcts  assumed  to  be  the  foundation  of  his  jduty ; 
the  negative  he  was  bound  to  prove,  and  he  never  offered  to 
prove  it. 

All  that  I  can  say  upon  this  point  is,  that  his  delinquency 
in  the  matter  in  question  appeared  to  us  to  be  a  dear  cGstinct 
case;  to  be  a  great  offence;  an  offence  charged  upon  the 
record,  admitted  upon  the  record,  and  never  by  us  abandoned. 
As  to  his  defence  having  been  abandoned,  we  refer  your  lord- 
ships to  the  last  petition  laid  by  him  upon  your  table  (that 
libellous  petition,  which  we  speak  of  as  a  libel  upon  the 
House  of  Commons),  and  which  has  no  validity  but  as  it 
asserts  a  matter  of  fact  from  the  petitioner.  And  there  you 
will  find  that  he  has  declared  explicitly,  that  for  the  accom- 
modation and  ease  of  this  business,  and  for  its  expedition,  he 
did  abandon  his  defence  at  a  certaki  period. 

SLord  Chancellor.  A  charge  consisting  of  a  variety  of  ar- 
es in  their  nature  (however  connected  with  each  other  in 
their  subject,  but  in  their  nature)  distinct  and  specific,  if  only 
certain  articles  are  pressed  in  the  charge,  to  those  articles 
only  can  a  defence  be  applied ;  and  all  the  other  articles  that 
are  not  made  matter  of  charge  originally ^  have  never,  in  the 
course  of  any  proceeding  whatever,  been  taken  up  originally 
in  reply.] 

Mr.  Burke.  "With  great  respect  to  your  lordship's  judg- 
ment, we  conceive  that  the  objection  taken  from  our  not 
having,  at  a  certain  period,  argued  or  observed  upon  the 
prisoner's  answer  to  the  articles  not  insisted  upon  is  not  con- 
clusive, inasmuch  as  the  record  still  stands,  and  as  our 
charge  still  stands.  It  was  never  abandoned ;  and  the  de- 
fendant might  have  made  a  justification  to  it  if  he  had 
thought  fit ;  he  never  did  think  fit  so  to  do.  If  your  lord- 
ships think  that  we  ought  not  to  argue  upon  it  here  in  our 
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reply,  because  we  did  not  argue  upon  it  before, — well  and 
good ;  but  we  have  argued,  and  do  argue  in  our  reply,  many 
things  to  which  he  never  gave  any  answer  at  aU.  I.  shall 
beg  leave,  if  your  lordships  please,  to  retire  with  my  feUow- 
managers  for  a  moment,  to  consult  whether  we  shall  press 
this  point  or  not.  We  shaU  not  detain  your  lordships  many 
minutes. 

The  Managers  withdrew : — in  a  few  minutes  the  Managers 
returned  again  into  the  Hall, 

Mr.  Burke,  My  lords,  the  managers  have  consulted 
among  themselves  upon  this  business ;  they  first  referred  to 
your  printed  proceedings,  in  order  to  see  the  particular  cir- 
cumstance on  which  the  observation  of  your  lordship  is 
foimded ; — ^we  find  it  thus  stated : — "  Then  the  managers  for 
the  Commons  informed  the  Lords,  that,  saving  to  themselves 
their  undoubted  rights  and  privileges,  the  Commons  were 
content  to  rest  their  charge  here." — ^We  rested  our  charge 
there,  not  because  we  meant  to  efface  any  precedent  matter 
of  the  charge  which  had  been  made  by  us,  and  of  which  the 
facts  had  been  admitted  by  the  defendant,  but  simply  saving 
our  rights  and  privileges ;  that  is,  to  resume  (and  to  make 
new  matter  if  we  thought  fit),  the  Commons  were  content 
to  rest  the  charge  there. 

I  have  further  to  remark  to  your  lordships,  that  the  counsel 
for  the  defendant  have  opened  a  vast  variety  of  matter  that 
is  not  upon  record,  either  on  our  part  or  on  theirs,  in  order  to 
illustrate  and  to  support  their  cause ;  and  they  have  spoken 
day  after  day  upon  the  principles  on  which  their  defence  was 
made ;  my  great  object  now  is  an  examination  of  those  prin- 
ciples, and  to  illustrate  the  effects  of  these  principles  by  ex- 
amples which  are  not  the  less  cogent,  the  less  weighty,  and 
the  less  known,  because  they  are  articles  in  this  charge. 
Most  assuredly  they  are  not.  If  your  lordships  recollect  the 
speeches  that  were  made  here,  you  know  that  great  merit  was 
given  to  Mr.  Hastings  for  matters  that  were  not  at  all  in  the 
charge,  and  which  would  put  us  under  the  greatest  difficul- 
ties, if  we  were  to  take  no  notice  of  them  in  our  reply.  For 
instance,  his  merits  in  the  Mahratta  war,  and  a  great  mass  of 
matter  upon  that  subject,  were  obliquely  and  for  other  pur- 
poses brought  before  you,  upon  which  they  argued.     That 
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immense  mass  of  matter,  containing  an  immense  mass  of 
principles,  and  which  was  sometimes  supported  by  alleged 
facts,  sometimes  by  none,  they  have  opened  and  argued  upon, 
as  matter  relative  to  principle.  In  answer  to  their  argument, 
we  propose  to  show  the  mischiefs  that  have  happened  from 
the  mischievous  principles  laid  down  by  Mr.  Hastings,  and 
the  mischievous  consequences  of  them. 

If,  however,  after  this  explanation,  your  lordships  are  of 
opinion  that  we  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  take  this  course, 
wishing  to  fall  in  with  your  lordships'  sentiments,  we  shall 
abandon  it.  But  we  wiU  remind  your  lordships  that  such 
things  stand  upon  your  records ;  that  they  stand  unanswered, 
and  admitted  on  your  records ;  and  consequently  they  cannot 
be  destroyed  by  any  act  of  ours,  but  by  a  renunciation  of  the 
charge,  which  renunciation  we  cannot  make,  because  the  de- 
fendant has  clearly  and  fully  admitted  it  to  be  founded  in 
fact.  "We  cannot  plead  error ;  we  cannot  retract  it.  And 
why  ?  Because  he  has  admitted  it.  "We  therefore  only  re- 
mind your  lordships  that  the  charge  stands  uncontradicted ; 
and  that  the  observation  we  intended  to  make  upon  it  was 
to  show  your  lordships  that  the  principles  upon  which  he 
defends  all  such  conauct  are  tottOly  false  and  groundless. 
But  though  your  lordships  should  be  of  opinion  that  we  can- 
not press  it,  yet  we  cannot  abandon  it ;  it  is  not  in  your 
power — it  is  not  in  our  power — it  is  not  in  his  power,  to 
abandon  that  charge.  You  cannot  acquit  him  of  that  charge ; 
it  is  impossible.  If,  however,  your  lordships,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  business,  method  of  proceedings,  or  any  circum- 
stance of  that  kind,  wish  we  should  say  no  more  upon  the 
subject,  we  close  the  subject  there.  Tour  lordships  are  in 
possession  both  of  the  charge  and  the  admission ;  and  we 
wish,  and  we  cannot  wish  better  than  to  leave  it  as  it  is  upon 
the  record. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  here  said.  The  opinion  of  the  Lords 
can  only  be  with  me  matter  of  conjecture.  I  certainly  was 
not  commanded  by  the  House  to  state  the  observation  that 
had  occurred  to  me ; — but  in  the  position  in  which  it  now 
stands,  I  feel  no  difficulty  in  saying,  as  my  own  judgment, 
that  nothing  can  be  matter  in  reply  that  aoes  not  relate  to 
those  articles  that  were  pressed  in  the  original  (Charge ;  aiid 
therefore,  in  this  position  of  the  business  of  reply,  you  cannot 
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go  into  new  matter  arising  out  of  other  artides  that  were  not 
originally  insisted  upon. 

Mr,  BurJce.  We  were  aware  of  the  objection  that  might 
be  made  to  admitting  our  observations,  if  considered  as  observ- 
ations upon  the  seventeenth  article,  but  not  when  considered 
with  reference  to  fects  on  the  record  before  you,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  disproving  the  principles  upon  which  the  defendant 
and  his  counsel  had  rebed,*that  was  the  puroose  for  which 
we  proposed  chiefly  to  make  them ;  but  your  lordship's  [the 
Lora  Chancellor's]  own  personal  authority  will  have  CTcat 
weight  with  us,  and  unless  we  perceive  some  other  peer  difler 
ftoox  you,  We  will  take  it  in  the  course  we  have  constantly 
done ;  we  never  have  sent  your  lordships  out  of  the  hall  to 
consent  upon  a  matter  upon  which  the  noble  lord  appeared 
to  have  formed  a  decision  in  his  own  mind ;  we  take  for 
granted  that  what  is  delivered  from  the  woolsack,  to  which 
no  peer  expresses  a  dissent,  is  the  sense  of  the  House,  as 
sucn  we  take  it,  and  as  such  we  submit  to  it  in  this  instance. 

Therefore  leaving  this  upon  the  record  as  it  stands,  with- 
out observing  upon  it,  and  submitting  to  your  lordships'  de- 
dsion,  that  we  CMinot,  according  to  order,  observe  in  reply 
upon  what  was  not  declared  by  us  to  be  a  part  of  the  charges 
we  meant  to  insist  upon,  we  proceed  to  another  business. 

We  have  already  stated  to  your  lordships,  and  we  beg  to 
remind  you  of  it,  the  state  and  condition  of  the  country  of 
Oude  when  Mr.  Hastings  first  came  to  it ;  his  subsequent 
and  immediate  usurpation  of  all  the  powers  of  government, 
and  the  use  he  made  of  them ;  the  tyranny  he  exercised  over 
the  Nabob  himself,  the  tyranny  he  exercised  upon  his  mother 
and  grandmother,  and  all  the  other  females  of  nis  family  and 
their  dependants  of  every  description,  to  the  number  of  about 
eight  hundred  persons ;  the  tyranny  exercised  (though  we 
are  not  at  liberty  to  press  it  now)  upon  his  brethren.  We 
have  shown  vou  how  he  confiscated  the  property  of  all  the 
jaghirdars,  the  nobility  of  the  country ;  we  have  proved  to 
your  lordJships  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  all  the 
misenr  and  distress  occasioned  by  these  proceedings,  and  that 
he  am>rded  the  sufferers  no  relief.  We  now  proceed  to  re- 
view the  effects  of  this  general  mass  of  usurpation,  tyranny, 
and  oppression,  upon  the  revenues  and  the  prosperity  of  the 
country. 
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Tour  lordships  will  first  be  pleased  to  advert  to  the  state 
in  which  Mr.  HsBtings  found  the  country ; — ^in  what  state  he 
found  its  revenues ; — who  were  the  executive  ministers  of  the 
government;  what  their  conduct  was,  and  by  whom  they 
were  recommended  and  supported.  Por  the  evidence  of  these 
facts,  we  refer  your  lordships  to  your  printed  minutes — there, 
my  lords,  they  stand  recorded  ;  they  never  can  be  expunged 
out  of  your  record,  and  the  memory  of  mankind,  whether 
we  be  permitted  to  press  them  at  this  time  upon  your  lord- 
ships or  not.  Tour  lordships  will  there  find  in  what  man- 
ner the  government  was  earned  on  in  Oude,  in  1775,  before 
the  period  of  Mr.  Hastings's  usurpation ;  Mr.  Hastings,  you 
will  find,  has  himself  there  stated  that  the  minister  was 
recommended  by  the  Begums  ;  and  you  will  remark  this,  be- 
cause Mr.  Hastings  afterwards  makes  her  interference  in  the 
government  of  her  son  a  part  of  his  crimination  of  the 
Begums. 

The  resident  at  the  court  of  Oude  thus  writes  on  the  2nd 
of  March,  1776  : — "  Notwithstanding  the  confidence  the  Na- 
bob reposes  in  Murteza  Kh^n,  the  Begums  are  much  dissatis- 
fied with  his  elevation.  They  recommended  to  his  excel- 
lency to  encourage  the  old  servants  of  the  government,  whose 
infiuence  in  the  country,  and  experience,  might  have  strength- 
ened his  own  authority,  and  seated  him  finnly  on  the  Mua- 
nud ;  in  some  measure  this  too  may  appear  consistent  with 
the  interest  of  the  Company,  for  as  EU^a  'KMn  and  the  old 
ministers  have,  by  frequent  instances  within  their  own  know- 
ledge, experienced  the  power  of  our  ffovemment,  such  men 
I  should  conceive  are  much  more  likely  to  pay  deference  to 
the  Company,  than  a  person  who  at  present  can  have  but  a 
very  imperfect  idea  of  the  degree  oi  attention  which  ought 
to  be  paid  to  our  connexion  with  the  Nabob."  Tour  Icmi- 
ships  see  that  the  Begums  recommended  the  old  servants, 
contrary  to  the  maxims  of  Eehoboam, — ^those  who  had  served 
his  father  and  had  served  the  country,  and  who  were  strongly 
inclined  to  support  the  English  interest  there.  Tour  lord- 
ships will  remark  the  effects  of  the  Begum's  influence  upon 
the  state  of  things  in  1775,  that  the  Nabob  had  been  advised 
by  his  mother  to  employ  the  confidential  servants  of  his 
father ;  persons  conversant  in  the  afiairs  of  the  country,  per- 
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Bons  interested  in  it,  and  persons  who  were  well  disposed  to 
support  the  English  connexion.  Your  lordships  will  now 
Intend  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bristow,  at  Lucknow,  to  the 
board,  dated  28th  November,  1776  : — "  I  also  neglected  no 
part  of  my  duty  on  the  spot ;  but  advised  the  minister,  even 
at  Lucknow,  according  to  my  letter  of  the  third  instant,  to  re- 
commend it  to  the  Nabob  to  dismiss  his  useless  and  mutin- 
ous troops,  which  measure  seems,  by  present  appearances,  to 
have  succeeded  beyond  expectation,  as  the  rest  of  the  army 
do  now  pay  the  greatest  attention  to  his  excellency's  orders ; 
already  the  complaints  of  the  violences  the  troops  used  to 
commit  are  greatly  decreased ;  they  profess  obedience,  and 
by  the  best  intelligence  I  can  obtain  of  their  disposition, 
there  seems  to  be  little  doubt  that  the  examples  made  by 
disbanding  Bussunt's  corps  has  every  good  effect  we  could 
wish,  which  had  crossed  the  river  and  voluntarily  surrender- 
ed their  arms  the  day  before  yesterday  to  the  Nabob." 

His  next  letter  is  dated  13th  June,  1776 : — "  Honourable 
Sir  and  Sirs, — It  is  El^a  Kh^'s  first  object  to  regulate  the 
Vizier's  revenue ;  and  1  must  do  him  the  justice  to  say,  that 
the  short  time  he  has  been  in  office  he  has  been  indefatiga- 
ble, and  already  settled  the  greater  part  of  the  province  of 
Oude,  and  fixed  on  the  districts  for  the  assignments  of  the 
army  subsidy.  Corah  and  Allahabad  he  has  disposed  of,  and 
call^  for  the  Dooab  and  Eohilehund  accounts,  in  order  to 
adjust  them  as  soon  as  possible.  This  activity  will,  I  hope, 
produce  the  most  salutary  eflects  at  the  present  juncture, 
being  the  commencement  of  the  season  for  the  cultivation. 
The  aumils,  by  being  thus  early  placed  in  their  offices,  have 
the  opportunity  of  advancing  tuckovy,  encouraging  the  ryots, 
and  making  their  agreements  in  their  sever^  <hstricts,  in 
letting  under  fiEkrms,  or  disposing  of  the  lands  in  such  a 
manner  as  they  may  judge  most  expedient.  If,  though  simi- 
lar to  the  late  minister's  conduct,  a  delay  of  two  or  three 
months  should  occur  in  the  settlement  of  the  lands,  the  peo- 
ple throughout  the  country  would  be  disheartened,  and  in- 
evitably a  veiT  heavy  balance  accrue  on  the  revenue.  I  have 
troubled  the  honourable  board  with  this  detail,  in  the  first 
jdaee,  to  show  the  propriety  of  Elija  Khdn's  conduct ;  and 
xn  the  next,  the  essential  service  that  will  be  rendered  to  the 
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Yizier  by  oontinuing  Colonel  Parker's  detachment  during 
the  whole  rains  in  Corah,  if  required  by  the  Vizier." 

My  lor^,  YOU  have  now  had  a  riew  of  the  state  of  Oude 
previous  to  the  first  period  of  our  connexion  with  it.  Your 
krdsh^s  have  seen  and  understand  that  part  of  the  midd^ 
period,  with  which  we  do  n^  mean  to  trouble  you  again. 
You  will  now  be  pleased  to  attend  to  a  letter  from  Fyzoola 
Kh4n  to  the  Gbvemor-General,  received  the  13th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1778 : — ^**  This  country  of  Cuttah,  which  formerly  de- 
pended on  the  Bohilla  states,  and  which  I  coiasider  as  now 
appertaining  to  the  Company,  was  v«y  populous  and  flourish- 
ing, but  since  the  commenc^nent  of  the  Nabob  Yisier's 
fovemment,  1^  farmers  appointed  by  his  ministers  have 
esolated  the  country.  Its  situation  is  at  pres^it  vi^ 
ruinous ;  thousands  of  villages,  formeriy  populous,  are  now 
utterly  deserted,  and  no  trace  left  of  them.  I  have  air^uiy 
written  to  Eoy  Buckstowr  Sing  a  full  account  of  1^  tyranny 
and  oppression  ex^cised  by  the  fiumers,  to  be  communicated 
to  you ;  the  constant  revenue  of  a  country  depends  on  the 
care  of  its  rulers  to  preserve  it.  in  a  flouridimg  state.  I 
have  been  induced  to  make  the  representation  by  my  attach- 
ment to  the  interest  of  the  Company,  for  otherwise  it  is  no 
concern  of  mine.  Should  these  oppressions  continue  one  or 
two  years  longer,  and  the  rulers  take  no  measures  to  put  a 
stop  to  them,  the  whole  country  will  be  a  desert." 

My  lords,  upon  these  statements  I  have  only  to  make  ika 
remark,  that  you  have  seen  the  first  state  of  this  countnr ; 
and  that  the  period  when  it  had  fallen  into  the  state  last  de- 
scribed, was  about  two  years  after  Mr.  Hastings  had  obtiuned 
the  majority  in  the  council,  and  besfan  to  govern  this  coun- 
try by  his  lieutenants.  We  know  that  the  country  was  put 
by  him  under  military  ooUectors ;  you  see  the  ccmsequencea. 
The  person  who  makes  this  representation  to  Mr.  Hastanga 
of  the  state  of  the  country,  of  its  distress  and  calamity,  and 
of  the  desolation  of  a  thousand  of  the  villages  formeriy 
flousrishing  in  it,  is  no  less  a  person  than  a  prince  of  a  neigh- 
bouring country,  a  person  of  whom  you  have  often  heani, 
and  to  whom  the  cause  of  humani^  is  much  mckfbted, 
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namely,  Eyzoola  Khka. ;  a  prince  whose  country  the  English 
resident,  larayelling  through,  dechures  to  be  cultiTated  l^e  a 
garden.  That  this  was  the  state  of  the  Bohilla  country  is 
owing  to  its  having  Yery  fortunately  been  one  of  those  that 
escaped  the  dominion  of  Mr.  Hastings. 

We  will  now  read  to  your  lordships  a  letter  from  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  to  the  board  at  Calcutta,  dated  the  11th  erf  September, 
1779 ; — "  Honourable  Sir  and  Sirs, — The  day  before  yester- 
day I  encamped  near  Allahabad,  where  the  Vizier  did  me  the 
honour  of  a  visit ;  and  yes^rday  morning,  in  my  way  hither, 
I  returned  it,  and  was  received  by  his  exeeUenoy  with  every 
mark  of  respect  and  distinction.  This  morning  he  called 
here,  and  we  had  some  geueral  ccmversation,  which  princi- 
pally turned  upon  the  flubject  of  bis  attachment  to  the  Eng- 
lish, and  his  readiness  to  show  the  sincerity  of  it  upon  SO. 
occasions.  It  is  to  be  wished  we  had  ^nployed  the  influence 
which  «ich  favourable  sentiments  must  nave  given  us  more 
to  the  benefit  of  the  eoxmtrj  and  ourselves ;  but  I  fear  the 
xiistresses  whidi  evidently  appear  on  the  toeeioitlie  one,  and 
the  fidlure  of  the  revenues  to  the  other,  are  not  to  be  wholly 
ascribed  to  the  Viziw's  mismaoagement."— This  is  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Hastings's  own  pensioner.  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  re- 
specting the  known  state  of  the  country  during  the  time  of 
this  horrible  usurpation,  which  Sir  !E^rre  Coote  mentions 
under  the  soft  name  of  our  influence.  But  there  could  be 
but  one  voice  upon  the  subject,  and  that  your  lordships  shall 
now  hear  from  Mr.  Hastings  himsdf.  We  r^fer  your  lord- 
ships to  the  minute  a£  the  Gov^^nor^Gen^ral's  consultation, 
Eort  William,  21st  May,  1781.— He  is  here  giving  his  reasons 
foit  going  into  the  upper  provinces. 

"  The  inrovince  of  Oude  having  fallen  into  a  state  of  great 
disorder  and  con&sion,  its  resources  bdng  in  an  extraordinary 
-degree  dimiQished,and  the  £fabob,  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  having 
earnestly  entreated  the  presence  of  the  Governor-General, 
4uid  deckred  that,  unless  some  efleetual  measures  are  taken 
for  his  relief,  he  must  be  under  the  necessity  of  leaving  his 
country  and  coming  down  to  Calcutta,  to  present  his  situ- 
ati<m  to  this  government  ;^^he  Govemop-General  th^fore 
prc^poses,  with  the  concurrence  of  Mr.  Wheler,  to  visit  the 
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province  of  Oude,  as  speedily  as  the  affisurs  of  the  presid^cy 
will  admit,  in  hopes  that  from  a  minute  and  personal  observa- 
tion of  the  circumstances  of  that  country,  the  system  of 
management  which  has  been  adopted,  and  tne  characters  and 
conduct  of  the  persons  employed,  he  may  possibly  be  able 
to  concert  and  establish  sone  plan  by  which  the  province  of 
Oude  may  in  time  be  restored  to  its  former  state  of  affluence, 
good  order,  and  prosperity." 

Your  lordships  have  now  the  whole  chain  of  the  evidence 
complete,  with  regard  to  the  state  of  the  country  upto  the 
period  of  Mr.  Hastings's  journey  into  the  country,  lou  see 
that  Mr.  Hastings  himself  admits  it  to  have  been  formerly  in 
a  most  flourishing,  orderly,  and  prosperous  state.  Its  con- 
dition in  1781  he  describes  to  you  in  words,  than  which  no 
enemy  of  his  can  use  stronger,  in  order  to  paint  the  state  in 
which  it  then  was.  In  this  state  he  found  it  when  he  went 
up  in  the  year  1781,  and  he  left  it,  with  regard  to  any  sub- 
stantial regulation  that  was  executed  or  could  be  executed, 
in  the  state  in  which  he  found  it ;  after  haviog  increased 
every  one  of  those  grievances  which  he  pretended  to  redress, 
and  taken  from  it  sll  the  little  resources  that  remained  in  it. 

We  now  come  to  a  subsequent  period,  at  which  time  the 
state  of  the  country  is  thus  described  by  Mr.  Bristow  on  the 
12th  December,  1y82  : — "  Despotism  is  the  principle  upon 
which  every  measure  is  founded,  and  the  people  in  the  int&ior 
patts  of  the  country  are  ruled  at  the  discreti(Mi  of  ^the 
aumil  or  fouzdar  for  the  time  being ;  they  exercise,  vdthin 
the  limits  of  their  jurisdiction,  the  powers  of  life  and  death, 
and  decisions  in  civil  and  other  cases,  in  the  same  extent  as 
the  sovereign  at  the  capital.  The  forms  presented  by  the 
ancient  institutions  of  the  Mogul  empire  are  unattended  to, 
and  the  will  of  the  proviocial  magistrate  is  the  sole  law  of 
the  people ;  the  total  relaxation  of  the  Vizier's  authority,  his 
inattention  and  dislike  to  business,  leave  the  aumils  in  pos- 
session of  this  dangerous  power,  unawed  and  uncontrolled 
by  any  opposition  of  retrospection  or  the  interference  of  jus- 
tice. I  can  hardly  quote  an  instance,  since  the  Vizier's  ac- 
cession to  the  musnud,  of  an  aumil  having  been  punished  for 
oppression,  though  the  complaints  of  the  people  and  the  state 
or  the  country  are  notorious  proofs  of  the  violences  daily 
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con^mitted ;  it  is  even  become  unsafe  for  trayellers  to  pass, 
except  in  large  bodies — murders,  thefts,  and  other  enormities 
8ho<Jdng  to  humanity,  are  committed  in  open  day." 

In  another  paragraph  of  the  same  letter,  he  says,  "  Such 
has  been  the  system  of  this  government  that  the  oppressions 
have  generally  originated  with  the  aumils ;  they  have  been 
rarely  selected  for  their  abilities  or  integrity,  but  from  favour, 
or  the  means  to  advance  a  large  sum.  Upon  being  appointed 
to  their  office,  the  aumil  enters  upon  his  trust  ruined  in  re- 
putation and  fortune,  and  unless  he  accomplishes  his  engage- 
ments, which  is  seldom  the  case,  disgrace  and  punishment 
follow ;  and  though  the  balance  of  revenue  maybe  vigorously 
demanded  of  him,  it  has  not  been  usual  to  institute  any 
inquiry  for  oppression.  The  zemindars,  thus  left  at  the  mercy 
of  the  aumils,  are  often  driven  to  rebellion — the  weak  are 
obliged  to  submit  to  his  exactions  or  fly  the  country,  and  the 
aunul,  unable  to  reduce  the  more  powerful,  is  compelled  to 
enter  into  a  disgraceful  compromise ;  every  zemindar  looks 
to  his  fort  for  protection,  and  the  country  is  crowded  with 
them ;  Almas  Ali  Khd.n  has  not  less  than  seven  hundred  in 
his  districts.  Thus  it  has  become  a  general  custom  to  seize 
the  brother,  son,  or  some  near  relation  or  dependant  of.  the 
different  zemindars,  as  hostages  for  the  security  of  the  revenue ; 
a  great  aunul  will  sometimes  have  three  or  four  hundred  of 
these  hostages,  whom  he  is  obliged  to  confine  in  places  of  se- 
curity— a  few  men  like  Almas  Ali  KhS>n  and  Coja  Din  ul 
Dun  have,  from  their  regularity  in  performance  ofpecuniary 
engagements,  rendered  themselves  useful  to  the  V  izier.  A 
strict  scrutiny  into  his  affairs  was  at  all  times  irksome  to  his 
excellency,  and  none  of  his  ministers  or  officers  about  his 
person  possessing  the  active  persevering  spirit  requisite  to 
conduct  the  detail  of  engagements  for  a  number  of  small 
fairms,  it  became  convenient  to  receive  a  large  sum  from  a 
great  farmer  without  trouble  or  deficiency.  This  system  was 
followed  by  the  most  pernicious  consequences ;  these  men 
were  above  all  control,  they  exacted  their  own  terms,  and  the 
districts  they  farmed  were  most  cruelly  oppressed;  the 
revenue  of  Eohilcund  is  reduced  above  a  thurd,  and  Almas  Ali 
Khan's  administration  is  well  known  to  have  been  extremely 
violent." 
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"We  will  next  read  to  your  lordships  an  extract  from  Cap- 
taui  Edwards's  evidence : — "  Q.  Had  j<m  any  opportunity  of 
observing  the  general  fece  of  the  country  in  the  time  of 
Sujah  Dowlah  ? — A,  I  bad.  Q,  Did  you  remark  any  differ- 
ence in  the  general  state  of  the  countiy  at  that  time,  and  the 
period  when  you  mad^  your 'latter  observation;  did  you 
observe  any  difference  between  the  condition  of  the  country 
at  that  time  and  that  of  Sujah  Powkh  in  the  year  1774,  the 
latter  period  you  have  mentioned  ?— -4.  I  did ;  a  very  mate- 
rial d^Bferenee.  Q.  In  what  respect? — A.  In  the  general 
aspect  that  the  country  bore  and  the  cultivation  of  the 
country,  that  it  was  infinitely  better  cultivated  in  1774  than 
it  was  in  1783.  Q.  Tou  said  you  had  no  opportunity  of 
observing  the  face  of  the  country  till  you  was  appointed 
aid-de-camp  to  the  Nabob  ? — A.  No ;  except  by  marching 
and  countermarching ;  I  marched  in  the  year  1774  through 
the  Nabob  Sujah  ul  Dowlah's  provinces  into  Eolulcund. 
Q,  Had  you  those  opportunities  from  the  time  of  your  going 
there  in  1774  ? — A,  1  had ;  but  not  so  much  as  I  had  after 
being  appointed  aid-de-camp  to  the  Vizier,  because  I  was 
always  before  in  a  subordinate  situation.  I  marched  in  a 
direct  line  before,  with  the  troops ;  but  afterwards,  when  I 
was  aid-de-camp  to  his  excellency,  I  was  my  own  master, 
and  made  frequent  excursions  into  the  different  parts  of  the 
country.  Q.  Had  you  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  dif- 
ference in  the  general  happiness  and  disposition  of  the  people  ? 
— A.  I  had.  Q.  Did  you  observe  a  difference  in  that  respect 
also,  between  your  first  coming  and  the  year  1783  ? — A.  Yes, 
a  very  sensible  difference;  in  Sujah  ul  Dowlah 's  time  the 
country  was  in  a  very  flourishing  state  in  merchandise,  culti- 
vation, and  every  article  of  commerce,  and  the  people  then 
seemed  to  be  very  happy  under  his  government,  which  latterly 
was  not  the  case,  because  the  country  in  i^ality  appeared  in 
the  year  1774  in  a  flourishing  state,  and  in  the  year  1783  it 
appeared  comparatively  foriom  and  desolate.  Q.  "Was  the 
court  of  Azoph  ul  Dowlah,  when  you  left  India,  cqjual  in  point 
of  splendour  to  what  it  was  in  the  time  of  Sujah  ul  Dowlan  ?— 
A.  By  no  means ;  it  was  not  equally  splendid,  but  far  inferior. 
Q.  Were  the  dependants  and  officers  belonging  to  the  court 
paid  in  the  same  punctual  manner  ?— JL.  No ;  I  really  cannot 


d  by  Google 


WAEEEir  HASTINGS,   XSQ.  295 

saywbeti^ier  thej  were  paid  more  regularly  in  Sujab  Dowkh'» 
time,  only  they  appeared  more  wealthy,  and  more  able  to  lii^ 
m  a  splendid  style,  in  his  time  than  they  ever  have  done 
since  his  death." 

'H.ere  then  your  lordships  see  the  state  of  the  country  in 
1783.  Tonr  lordships  may  trace  the  whole  progress  of  these 
evils  step  by  step  irom  the  death  of  Sujah  m  I^wlah  to  the 
time  of  Mr.  Hastings's  obtaining  a  majority  in  the  council ; 
after  which  he  possessed  the  sole  and  uncontrolled  manage- 
ment of  the  country ;  you  have  seen  also  the  consequences 
that  immediately  followed  till  the  year  1734,  when  he  went 
up  a  second  time  into  the  country. 

I  do  not  know,  m^  loords,  that  it  is  necessary  to  make  any 
observation  upon  this  state  of  things.  You  tee  that  the  na^ 
tive  authority  was,  as  we  have  proved,  utterly  extinguished 
by  Mr.  Hastings — and  that  there  was  no  superint^ident 
power  but  his.  You  have  heard  of  the  oppressions  of  the 
farmers  of  the  revenues — and  we  have  shown  you  that  these 
fanners  generally  were  iki^ish  officers.  We  have  shown  you 
in  what  manner  Colonel  Hannay,  one  of  these  farmers  sent 
by  Mr.  Hastings,  acted,  and  particularly  the  accumulation  of 
hostages  which  were  made  by  him.  we  have  shown  you 
that  by  their  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  proceedings  all  regular 
government  was  subv^ed,  and  that  the  country  experienced 
t{)e  last  and  most  dreadful  effects  of  anarchy,  we  have 
shown  you  that  no  other  security  was  left  to  any  human 
being,  but  to  intrench  themselves  in  such  forts  as  they  could 
make,  and  that  these  forts,  in  one  district  only  of  the  country, 
hfid  increased  in  number  to  the  amount  of  seven  hundred. 
Your  lordships  also  know,  that  when  the  prisons  and  mud 
forts  in  which  Colonel  Hannay  kept  his  hostages  confined 
weare  full,  he  kept  them  in  uncovered  cages  in  the  open  air. 
Yon  know  that  all  these  fermers  of  revenue  were  either 
!^glish  and  military  men,  or  natives  under  an  abject  submkK 
sion  to  them ;  you  know  that  they  had  the  whole  country  in 
assignments;  that  the  jaghires  were  all  confiscated  for  their 
ben^ts ;  and  you  find  that  the  whole  system  had  its  ongin 
at  the  time  when  Mr.  Hastings  alone  formed  in  effect  the 
authority  of  the  supreme  council.  The  weakness  of  the 
Kabob,  as  Sir  Eyre  Coote  tells  you,  could  not  have  been  alone 
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the  cause  of  these  evils,  and  that  our  influence  over  him,  if  . 
not  actually  the  cause  of  the  utter  ruin,  desolation,  and 
anarchy  of  that  coimtry,  might  have  been  successfully  exerted 
in  preventing. 

When  your  lordships  shall  proceed  to  judgment  upon  these 
accumulated  wrongs,  arising  out  of  the  usurped  power  of  the 
prisoner  at  your  bar,  and  redressed  by  him  in  no  one  instance 
whatever,  let  not  the  usurpation  itself  of  the  Nabob's  power 
be  considered  as  a  trivial  matter.  When  any  prince  at  the 
head  of  a  great  country  is  entirely  stripped  of  everything  in 
his  government,  civil  or  military,  by  wnich  his  rank  may  be 
distinguished  or  his  virtues  exercised,  he  is  in  danger  of  be- 
coming a  mere  animal,  and  of  abandoning  himself  wholly 
to  sensual  gratifications.  Feeling  no  personal  interest  in  ihe 
institutions  or  in  the  general  welfare  of  the  coimtry,  he  suf- 
fers the  (former  and  many  wise  and  laudable  institutions 
existed  in  the  provinces  of  the  Nabob,  for  their  good  order 
and  government)  to  fall  into  disuse ;  and  he  leaves  the  coun- 
try itself  to  persons  in  inferior  situations,  to  be  wasted  and 
destroyed  by  them.  You  find  that  in  Oude  the  very  appear^ 
ance  of  justice  had  been  banished  out  of  it,  and  that  every 
aumil  exercised  an  arbitrary  power  over  the  lives  and  fortunes 
of  the  people.  My  lords,  we  have  the  proofs  of  all  these 
fiicts  in  our  hands ;  they  are  in  your  lordships'  minutes ;  and 
though  we  can  state  nothing  stronger  than  is  stated  in  the 
papers  themselves,  yet  we  do  not  so  far  forget  our  duty  as  not 
to  point  out  to  your  lordships  such  observations  as  arise  out 
of  them. 

To  close  the  whole,  your  lordships  shall  now  hear  read  an 
extract  from  a  most  curious  and  extraordinary  letter,  sent  by  ^ 
him  to  the  court  of  directors,  preparatory  to  his  return  to 
England. — "  My  only  remaining  fear  is  that  the  members  of 
the  council,  seeing  affairs  through  a  different  medium  frcnn 
that  through  which  I  view  them,  may  be  disposed,  if  not  to 
counteract  the  system  which  I  have  formed,  to  withhold  from 
it  their  countenance  and  active  support ;  while  I  myself  re- 
main, it  will  be  sufficient  if  they  permit  it  to  operate  without 
interruption,  and  I  almost  hope,  in  the  event  of  a  new  ad» 
ministration  of  your  affairs,  which  shall  confine  'itself  to  the 
same  forbearance,  and  manifest  no  symptoms  of  intended  in*- 
terference,  the  objects  of  my  arrangements  will  be  effectually 
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attained ;  for  I  leave  them  in  the  charge  of  agents  whose  in- 
terests, ambition,  and  every  prospect  of  life  are  interwoven 
with  their  success,  and  the  hand  of  heaven  has  visibly  blest 
the  soil  with  every  elementary  source  of  progressive  vegeta- 
tion. But  if  a  different  poUcy  shall  be  adopted,  if  new 
agents  are  sent  into  the  couniiy  and  armed  with  authority 
for  the  purpose  of  vengeance  or  corruption,  to  no  other  will 
they  be  applied.  If  new  demands  are  raised  on  the  Nabob 
Vizier,  and  accounts  overcharged  on  one  side  with  a  wide 
latitude  taken  on  the  other  to  swell  his  debt  beyond  the 
means  of  payment ;  if  political  dangers  are  portended  to 
ground  on  them  the  pleas  of  burthening  his  country  with 
unnecessary  defences  and  enormous  subsidies ;  or  if  even 
abstaining  from  direct  encroachment  on  the  Nabob's  rights,  , 
your  government  shall  show  but  a  degree  of  p^^onal  kind- 
ness to  the  partisans  of  the  late  usurpation,  or  by  any  con- 
structive indication  of  partiality  and  disaffection,  furnish 
ground  for  the  expectation  of  an  approaching  change  of  sys- 
tem, I  am  sorry  to  say  that  all  my  labours  will  prove  abor- 
tive. For  the  slightest  causes  will  be  su£Bcient  to  deject 
minds  sore  with  the  remembrance  of  past  conflicts,  and  to 
elevate  those  whose  only  dependence  is  placed  in  the  renewal 
of  the  confusion  which  I  have  laboured  with  such  zeal  to 
eradicate,  and  will  of  course  debilitate  the  authority  which 
can  alone  insure  future  success.  I  almost  fear  that  this  de- 
nunciation of  effects  from  causes  so  iacompetent,  as  they  will 
a]^>ear  to  those  who  have  not  had  the  experience  wtSch  I 
hiave  had  of  the  quick  sensibility  which  influences  the  habits 
of  men  placed  in  a  state  of  policy  so  loose,  and  subject  to 
the  continual  variations  of  capricious  and  despotic  authority, 
will  be  deemed  overcharged,  or  perhaps  void  of  foundation ; 
nor,  if  they  should  come  to  pass,  wul  it  be  easy  to  trac« 
them  with  any  positive  evidence  to  their  connexion ;  yet  it  is 
mv  duty  to  apprize  you  of  what  I  apprehend,  on  grounds 
which  I  deem  of  absolute  certainty,  may  come  to  pass ;  and 
I  rely  onyour  candour  for  a  fair  interpretation  of  my  inten- 
tion." Here,  my  lords,  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  has  done 
exactly  what  his  bitterest  accuser  would  do— he  goes  through, 
head  by  head,  every  one  of  the  measures  which  he  had  him- 
self pursued  in  the  destruction  of  the  country ;  and  he  fore- 
tells that,  if  any  one  of  those  measures  should  again  be  pur- 


d  by  Google 


298  SPEECH  IK  THE   IMPEAOHMSirT  OF 

soed,  or  eren  if  gobd  cause  should  be  pven  to  sospeet  they 
would  be  renewed,  t^  country  must  rail  into  a  state  of  in* 
evitable  destruction.  This  supersedes  all  obserraticm.  This 
paper  is  a  recapitulated,  minute  condemnation  of  every  st^ 
which  he  took  in  that  country,  and  whidi  steps  are  every 
one  of  them  upon  your  lordsbipe'  minutes. 

But,  my  lords,  we  know  very  well  the  design  of  these 
pretended  apprehensions,  and  why  he  wished  to  have  that 
counl^  left  in  the  state  he  speaks  of.  He  had  left  a  secret 
agent  of  his  own  to  control  that  ostensible  government,  and 
to  enable  him,  sitting  in  the  place  where  he  now  sits,  to  con- 
tinue to  govern  those  provinces  in  the  way  in  which  he  now 
governs  them.  [A  murmur  having  arisen  here,  Mr.  Burke 
proceeded.]  If  I  am  called  upon  to  re-word  what  I  have 
just  swd,  I  shall  repeat  my  words,  and  show  strong  grounds 
and  reasons  to  indicate  that  he  governs  Oude  now  as  much 
as  he  ever  did. 

You  see,  my  lords,  that  the  reform  which  he  pretended  to 
make  in  1781  produced  the  calamities  which  he  states  to  have 
existed  in  1784.  We  shall  now  show,  that  the  reform  which 
he  pretended  to  make  in  1784  brought  on  the  calamities  which 
Lord  Comwallis  states  in  his  evidence  to  have  existed  in  1787. 

We  will  now  read  two  letters  from  Lord  Comwallis ;  th^ 
first  is  dated  the  16th  November,  1787  :— "  I  was  received  at 
Allahabad  and  attended  to  Lucknow  by  the  Nabob  and  his 
ministers,  with  every  mark  of  friendship  and  respect ;  I  can- 
not, however,  express  how  much  I  was  concerned  during  my 
short  residence  at  his  capital,  and  my  progress  through  his 
dominions,  to  be  witness  <k  the  disordered  state  of  his  finances 
and  government,  and  of  the  desolate  appearances  of  his 
country ;  the  ev^  were  too  ahurming  to  aidmit  of  palliation^ 
and  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  exhort  him,  in  the  most  friendly 
manner,  to  endeavourto  apply  effectual  remedies  to  them.  He 
began  wil^  urging  as  apology  that,  whilst  he  was  not  certam 
of  the  expense  of  our  demimds  upon  him,  he  had  no  real  in* 
terest  in  being  economical  in  his  expenses,  and  that  while  ws 
interfered  in  the  internal  management  of  his  affairs^  his  own 
authority  and  that  of  his  ministers  were  despised  by  hit  own 
subiectB.  It  would  have  been  useless  to  discuss  t^iese  topes 
with  him ;  but  while  I  repeated  my  former  dechratioas  of 
our  being  determined  to  give  no  ground  in  future  for  similar 
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oomplaiiita,  be  gave  me  the  stYongest  assurances  of  his  being 
resolved  to  apply  himself  earnestlj  to  the  encouragement  of 
agriculture,  and  to  endearour  to  reTire  the  commerce  of  his 
ooimtry." 

•The  second  is  dated  the  26tb  April,  1788  :— "Till  I  saw 
the  Vizier's  troops,  I  was  not  without  hope,  that  upon  an 
emergencv  he  would  hare  been  able  to  have  fimushed  us  with 
some  usenil  cavalry ;  but  I  have  no  reascm  to  believe  that  he 
has  any  in  his  service  upon  which  it  would  be  prudent  to 
place  any  dependence ;  and  I  think  it  right  to  add,  that  his 
country  appears  to  be  in  so  ruined  a  state,  and  his  finances 
in  so  mucn  disorder,  that  even  in  case  cxf  war  we  ought  not 
to  depend  upon  any  material  support  from  him." 

My  lords,  I  have  only  to  remark  upon  these  letters  that, 
00  £aff  as  thev  go,  they  prove  the  effects  of  Mr.  Hastings's 
reformation,  n*om  which  he  was  pleased  to  promise  the  Com- 
panv  such  great  things.  But  when  your  lovdships  know  that 
ne  had  left;  his  dependant  and  minister,  Hyder  Beg  Xh4n, 
there,  #ho8e  character,  as  your  lotdships  will  find  by  a  refer- 
ence to  your  minutes,  he  has  represented  as  black  as  hell,  to 
be  the  real  governor  there,  and  to  carry  on  private  correspond- 
ence with  him  here, — and  that  he  had  left  Major  Palmer, 
his  private  agent,  for  a  considerable  time  in  that  country  to 
carry  on  his  affairs, — your  lordships  will  easily  see  how  it  has 
ci^e  to  pass  ^at  the  Yizier,  such  a  man  as  you  have  heard 
him  described  to  be,  was  not  alone  able  to  restore  prosperity 
to  his  country.  My  lords,  you  have  now  seen  what  was  the 
ffltuation  of  the  country  in  Skijah  Bowlah's  time,  prior  to  Mr. 
Haslangs's  interference  with  the  government  of  it ;  what  it 
wae  during  his  government ;  and  what  situation  it  was  in 
wiien  Lord  Comwallis  left  it.  Nothing  now  remains  but  to 
can  your  lordships'  attention  to  perhaps  the  most  extraordi- 
nary part  of  these  transactions.  But  before  we  proceed  we 
will  heg  leave  to  go  back  and  read  to  your  lordships  the  Na*> 
bob's  letters  of  the  24th  February,  1780 ;— "  I  have  received 
yotur  letter,  and  understand  the  contents.  I  cannot  describe 
ihe  solidily  of  your  fHendship  and  brotherly  afltection  whidi 
subsisted  between  you  and  my  late  father ;  from  the  friend- 
ship of  the  Company  he  received  numberless  advantages ;  and 
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I,  notwithstanding  I  was  left  an  orphan,  from  your  fiivour  and 
that  of  the  Company  was  perfectly  at  ease,  beine;  satisfied 
that  eyerything  would  be  weU,  and  that  I  should  continue 
in  the  same  security  that  I  was  during  my  father's  lifetime, 
from  your  protection.  I  accordingly,  from  the  day  of  his 
death,  have  never  omitted  to  cultivate  your  favour  and  the 
protection  of  the  Company ;  and  whatever  was  the  desire  and 
directions  of  the  council  at  that  time,  I  have  ever  since  con- 
formed to  and  obeyed  with  readiness.  Thanks  be  given  to 
God,  that  I  have  never  as  yet  been  backward  in  performing 
the  will  of  the  English  Company,  of  the  council,  and  of  you  ; 
and  have  always  been  from  my  heart  ready  to  obey  them, 
and  have  never  given  you  any  trouble,  from  my  difficulties 
or  wishes.  Thus  I  have  done  simply  from  my  ^owledge  of 
your  favour  towards  me,  and  fix>m  my  being  certain  that  you 
would  learn  the  particulars  of  my  distresses  and  difficulties 
from  other  Quarters,  and  would  then  show  your  friendship 
and  good-will  in  whatever  was  for  my  advantage.  But  when 
the  knife  had  penetrated  to  the  bone,  and  I  was  surrounded 
with  such  heavy  distresses  that  I  could  no  longer  live  in  ex- 
pectations, I  then  wrote  an  account  of  my  dSficulties ;  the 
answer  which  I  have  received  to  it  is  such,  that  it  has  given 
me  inexpressible  grief  and  affiiction.  I  never  had  the  least 
idea  or  expectation  from  you  and  the  council,  that  you  would 
ever  have  given  your  orders  in  so  afflicting  a  manner,  in 
which  you  never  before  wrote^  and  which  I  could  not  have 
imaged.  As  I  am  resolved  to  obey  the  ordert  and  di- 
rections of  the  council,  without  any  delay,  as  long  as  I  live, 
I  have,  agreeably  to  those  orders,  delivered  up  all  my  private 
papers  to  him,  that  when  he  shall  have  examined  my  receipts 
and  expenses,  he  may  take  whatever  remains.  As  I  know  it 
to  be  my  duty  to  satisfy  you,  the  Company,  and  council,  I 
have  not  failed  to  obey  in  any  instance,  but  requested  of  him 
that  it  might  be  done  so  as  not  to  distress  me  in  my  neces- 
sary expenses,  there  beins;  no  other  fund  but  those  for  the 
expenses  of  mutseddies,  nousehold  expenses,  and  servants, 
&C.  He  demanded  these  in  such  a  manner,  that,  being 
remediless,  I  was  obliged  to  comply  with  what  he  required. 
He  has  accordingly  stopped  the  pensions  of  my  old  servants 
of  thirty  years,  whether  sepoys,  mutseddies,  or  household 
servants ;  and  the  expenses  of  my  family  and  kitchen,  to- 
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gather  with  the  jaghires  of  my  grandmother,  mother,  and 
aunts,  and  of  my  brothers  and  dependants,  which  were  for 
their  support.  I  had  raised  one  thousand  five  hundred  horse, 
and  three  battalions  of  sepoys  to  attend  upon  me  ;  but  as  I 
have  DO  resources  to  support  them,  I  have  been  obliged  to 
remove  the  people  stationed  in  the  mahals,  and  to  send  his 
people  into^the  mahals,  so  that  I  have  not  now  one  single  ser-  \ 
yant  about  me.  Should  I  mention  what  further  difficulties  I 
have  been  reduced  to,  it  would  lay  me  open  to  contempt ; 
although  I  h^ye  willingly  assented  to  this  which  brings  such 
distress  on  me,  and  have  in  a  manner  altogether  ruined  my- 
self;  yet  I  failed  not  to  do  it  for  this  reason,  because  it  was 
for  your  satisfaction  and  that  of  the  council;  and  I  am 
patient,  and  even  thankful  in  this  condition ;  but  I  cannot 
imagine  for  what  cause  you  have  conceived  displeasure 
against  me,  from  the  commencement  of  my  administration. 
In  every  circumstance  I  received  strength  and  security  from 
your  favour  and  that  of  the  council,  and  in  every  instance 
you  and  the  council  have  shown  your  iriendship  and  affec- 
tion for  me ;  but  at  present,  that  you  have  sent  these  orders, 
I  am  greatly  perplexed." 

"We  will  not  trouble  your  lordships  with  the  remainder  of 
the  letter,  which  is  all  in  the  same  style  of  distress  and 
affliction ;  and  of  the  abject  dependence  of  a  man  who  con- 
siders himself  as  insulted,  robbed,  and  ruined  in  that  state  of 
dependence. 

In  addition  to  the  evidence  contained  in  this  letter,  your 
lordships  will  be  pleased  to  recollect  the  Nabob's  letter  which 
we  read  to  your  lordships  yesterday,  the  bumble  and  abject 
style  of  which  you  will  never  forget.  Oh!  consider,  my 
lords,  this  instance  of  the  &te  of  human  greatness !  You 
must  remember,  that  there  is  not  a  trace  anywhere  in  any 
of  the  various  trunks  of  Mr.  Hastings,  that  he  ever  conde- 
scended so  much  as  to  give  an  answer  to  the  suppliant  letters 
of  that  unhappy  man.  There  was  no  mode  of  indignity 
with  which  he  did  not  treat  his  family — there  was  no  mode 
of  indignity  with  which  he  did  not  treat  his  person — ^there 
was  no  mode  of  indignity  with  which  he  did  not  treat  his 
minister,  Hyder  Beg  Kh&n, — this  man  whom  he  represents 
to  be  the  most  inmmous  and  scandalous  of  mankind,  and 
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of  whom  he  neTertheless,  at  the  same  time,  declares,  that  his 
only  support  •wiik  the  Vizier  was  the  stisport  which  he, 
Warren  Hastings,  as  representative  of  the  ^glish  gorem- 
ment,  gave  him. 

We  will  now  read  a  jMiper  whidi,  perhaps,  ought  not  to 
have  been  received  in  evidence ;  but  which  we  were  willing 
to  enter  in  your  minutes  as  evidence,  in  <»rder  that  every- 
thing should  come  before  you.  Your  lordships  have  heaid 
the  Nabob  speak  of  his  misery,  distress,  and  oppression ;  but 
here  he  makes  a  complete  defeasance,  as  it  were,  ot  the  whdb 
^^harge,  a  direct  disavowal  of  every  one  of  the  complaiats, 
and  particularly  that  of  having  never  received  an  answer  to 
these  complaints.  Oh !  think,  I  say,  my  lords,  of  the  de- 
graded, miserable,  and  unhappy  state  to  which  human  nature 
may  be  reduced,  when  you  hear  this  unhappy  man  declare 
that  all  the  diarges  which  we  have  made  upon  this  suliject 
relative  to  him,  and  which  are  all  eith»  admitted  by  him  or 
taken  from  his  own  representation,  .are  now  stated  by  him  in 
a  paper  before  you  to  be  all  false,  and  that  th^^  is  not  a  word 
of  the  representationlvhich  he  had  made  of  Mr.  Hastings 
that  has  the  least  truth  in  it.  Your  lordships  will  find  this 
in  that  collection  of  various  papers,  which  ought  to  be  pre- 
served and  put  into  every  museum  in  Europe,  as  one  (tf  the 
most  extraordinary  productions  that  was  ever  exhibited  to 
the  world. 

Papers  received  the  8th  of  March,  1788,  and  translated 
pursuant  to  an  order  of  ihe  Governor- General  in  council, 
dated  the  27th  of  April,  1788,  under  the  seal  of  his  exceUeoey 
the  Nawaub  Azoph  ul  I)owlah,  Azoph  Jeh  Behodar,  Viriw  m 
Momilek :— ^'^  I  have  at  this  time  learnt  that  the  gentlemen 
in  power  in  England,  upon  the  suspicion  that  Mr.  Hastings, 
during  his  administration,  acted  contrary  to  the  rules  of  ius- 
tice  and  impartiality,  and,  actuated  by  motives  of  avidity, 
was  inimical  towards  men  without  cause ;  that  he  broke  such 
engagements  and  treaties  as  had  been  made  between  the  Com- 
pany and  other  chi^s ;  that  he  extended  the  hand  of  oppres- 
sion over  the  properties  of  men ;  tore  up  the  roots  of  prosper- 
ity and  security  from  the  land,  and  rendered  the  ryots  and 
subjects  destitute,  by  force  and  extortion.  As  this  accusa- 
tion, in  £Eict,  is  destitute,  of  uprighlaiess  and  void  of  truth, 
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therefore  with  a  view  to  iihow  the  truth  in  its  true  colours,  I 
have  written  upon  this  sheet  with  truth  and  sincerity,  to 
sarve  as  an  evidence,  and  to  represent  real  facts,  to  serve 
also  as  information  and  communication, — that  Mr.  Hastings, 
j&om  the  commencement  of  his  administration,  until  his  de- 
parture for  England,  whether  duiing  the  lifetime  of  the  de- 
ceased Nawaub,  of  blessed  memory,  ¥izier  ul  Moulk,  Sujah 
ul  Dowkh  Eehodar,  my  father,  or  during  my  government, 
did  not  at  any  time  transact,  conti^y  to  justice,  any  matter 
which  took  place  &om  the  great  friendships  between  me  and 
the  C<»npany,  zK)r  in  any  business  depart  from  the  path  of 
truth  and  uprightness ;  but  cultivated  friendship,  wifli  inte- 
grity and  sincerity,  and  in  every  respect  engaged  himself  in 
the  duties  of  friend^ip,  with  me,  my  ministers,  and  con£- 
-dants.  I  am  at  all  times,  and  in  every  way,  pleased  with  and 
thankful  for  his  friendly  manners  and  qualities;  and  my 
miniflteis  and  confidants,  who  have  always  every  (me  of  them 
been  satisfied  with  hi«  conduct,  are  for  ever  grateful  for  his 
friendship,  and  thankful  for  his  virtues.  As  these  matters  are 
rml  ^Etcts  and  according  to  truth,  I  have  written  these  lines 
Bs  an  evid^ice,  and  transmit  the  paper  to  England  through 
the  government  of  Calcutta,  for  the  information  of  the  gen- 
tlemen of  power  and  rank  in  England." 

Observe,  my  lords,  the  candour  of  the  Commons — ^we  pro- 
duce this  evidence,  which  accuses  us,  as  Mr.  Hastings  does, 
of  \itiermg  everything  that  is  false — we  choose  to  bring  our 
shame  before  the  wcH-ld,  and  to  admit  that  this  man,  on 
whose  behalf  and  <m.  the  behalf  of  whose  country  we  have 
accused  Mr.  Hastings,  has  declafed  that  this  accusation 
(namely  this  impeachment)  is  destitute  of  uprightness  and 
without  truth.  But,  my  lords,  this  is  not  only  a  direct  oon- 
tradiction  to  all  he  has  ever  said — to  all  that  has  been  proved 
to  you  by  us ;  but  a  direct  contradiction  to  all  the  represent- 
ations of  Mr.  Hastings  himself.  Your  lordships  wul  hence 
see  what  credit  is  to  be  given  to  these  papers. 

Tour  lordships  shall  now  hear  what  Hyder  Beg  Khikn 
mjn;  iha.t  Hyder  B^  Kh^  who  stands  recorded  in  your 
BHiiiites  as  the  worst  of  mankind;  who  is  represented  aa 
writing  leiiters  wii^ut  the  Nabob's  consent,  and  in  d^ance 
of  him ; — ^the  man  of  whom  Mr.  Hastings  says  that  the  Na- 
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bob  is  nothing  bnt  a  tool  in  his  hands,  and  that  the  Nabob  is, 
and  ever  must  be,  a  tool  of  somebody  or  other.  Now  as  we 
have  heard  the  tool  speak,  let  us  hear  how  the  workman  em- 
ployed to  work  with  this  tool  speaks : — 

Extract  from  Hyder  Beg  Khan's  letter  to  the  Governor 
and  coimcil: — "  It  is  at  this  time  learnt  bv  the  Nawaub  Vizier 
and  us  his  ministers,  that  gentlemen  of  power  in  England 
are  displeased  with  Mr.  Hastings,  on  the  suspicion  that  during 
his  administration  in  this  country,  from  motives  of  avidity, 
he  committed  oppressions  contrary  to  the  rules  of  justice, 
took  the  properties  of  men  by  deceit  and  force,  injured  the 
ryots  and  subjects,  and  rendered  the  country  destitute  and 
ruined. — ^As  the  true  and  upright  disposition  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings is  in  every  respect  free  of  this  suspicion,  we  therefore 
with  truth  and  sincerity  declare  by  these  lines,  written  ac- 
cording to  fact,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  from  the  first  of  his  ap- 
pointment to  the  government  of  this  country,  until  his  de- 
parture for  Europe,  during  his  authority  in  the  management 
of  the  affairs  of  the  country,  whether  in  the  lifetime  of  the 
Nawaub  Sujah  ul  Dowlah  Behadre  deceased,  or  whether 
during  the  present  reign,  did  not,  in  any  matters  which  took 
place  from  the  great  friendship  between  this  government  and 
the  Company,  act  in  anywise  upon  motive  of  avidity,  and  not 
having,  in  any  respect,  other  than  justice  and  propriety  in 
intention,  did  not  swerve  from  their  rules,  he  kept  his  excel- 
lency the  Vizier  always  pleased  and  satisfied  "  (you  will  re- 
member, my  lords,  the  last  expressions  of  his  pl^sure  and 
satisfaction)  "  by  his  friendship  and  attention  in  every  mat- 
ter. He  at  all  times  showed  favour  and  kindness  towards 
the  ministers  of  this  government,  and  under  his  protection 
having  enjoyed-  perfect  happiness  and  comfort,  we  are  from 
our  hearts  satisfied  with,  and  grateful  for,  his  benevolence 
and  goodness." 

Here,  my  lords,  you  have  the  character  which  Hyder  Beg 
Kh^  gives  of  Mr.  Hastings  ;  of  the  man  who  he  knew  had 
loaded  him,  as  he  had  done,  with  every  kind  of  indignity, 
reproach,  and  outrage  with  which  a  man  can  be  loaded. 
Your  lordships  will  see  that  this  testimony  repeats  almost 
word  for  word  the  testimony  of  the  Vizier  Nabob,  whidi 
shows  who  the  real  writer  is. 
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My  lords,  it  is  said  that  there  is  no  word  in  the  Persian 
language  to  express  gratitude.  With  these  signal  instances 
of  gratitude  before  us,  I  think  we  may  venture  to  put  one 
into  their  dictionary.  Mr.  Hastings  has  said  he  has  had  the 
pleasure  to  find  from  the  people  of  India  that  gratitude 
which  he  has  not  met  with  from,  his  own  countrymen,  the 
House  of  Commons.  Certainly  if  he  has  done  us  services, 
we  have  been  ungrateful  indeed ;  if  he  has  committed  enor- 
mous crimes,  we  are  just.  Of  the  miserable,  dependent  situ- 
ation to  which  these  people  are  reduced,  that  they  are  not 
ashamed  to  come  forward  and  deny  everythiug  they  have 
given  under  their  own  hand ;  all  these  thiugs  show  the  por- 
tentous nature  of  this  government,  they  show  the  portentous 
nature  of  that  phalanx  with  which  the  House  of  Commons 
is  at  present  at  war ;  the  power  of  that  captain-general  of 
every  species  of  Indian  iniquity,  which  imder  him  is  embodied, 
arrayeo,  and  paid,  from  Leadenhall  Street  to  the  furthermost 
part  of  India.  We  have  but  one  observation  more  to  offer 
upon  this  collection  of  rayzunumas,  upon  these  ^miserable 
testimonials  given  by  these  wretched  people,  in  contradiction 
to  all  their  own  previous  representations ;  directly  in  contra- 
diction to  those  of  Mr.  Hastings  himself;  directly  in  contra- 
diction to  those  of  Lord  ComwaUis;  directly  in  contra- 
diction to  truth  itself.  It  is  this.  Here  is  Mr.  Hastings 
with  his  agents  canvassing  the  country  with  all  that  minute- 
ness with  which  a  county  is  canvassed  at  an  election ;  and 
yet  in  this  whole  book  of  rayzunumas,  not  one  fact  adduced 
by  us  is  attempted  to  be  disproved,  not  one  fact  upon  which 
Mr.  Hastings's  defence  can  be  founded  is  attempted  to  be 
proved.  There  is  nothing  but  bare  vile  panegyrics,  directly 
belied  by  the  state  of  facts ;  directly  behed  by  the  persons 
tl^mselves ;  directly  belied  by  Mr.  Hastings  at  vour  bar,  and 
by  all  the  whole  course  of  the  correspondence  of  the  country. 

We  here  leave  to  your  lordships'  judgment  the  considera- 
tion of  the  elevated  rank  of  the  persons  aggrieved,  and  de- 
graded to  the  lowest  state  of  dependence  and  actual  distress ; 
the  consideration  of  the  condition  of  the  country  gentlemen, 
who  were  obliged  to  hide  their  heads  wherever  they  could, 
from  the  plunderers  and  robbers  established  under  his  au- 
thority in  every  part  of  the  country  ;  and  that  of  the  miser- 
able common  people,  who  have  been  obliged  to  sell  their  chil- 
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dren  tbrough  want  of  food  to  feed  them ;  the  consideration,  I 
say,  of  the  manner  in  which  this  country,  in  the  highest,  in 
the  middle,  and  in  the  lowest  classes  of  its  inhabitants,  nay 
in  physical  works  of  God,  was  desolated  and  destroyed  by 
this  man.  Having  now  done  with  the  province  of  Oude,  we 
will  proceed  to  the  province  of  Bengal,  and  consider  what 
was  me  kind  of  government  which  he  exercised  there,  and  in 
what  manner  it  affected  the  people  that  were  subjected  to  it. 
Bengal,  like  every  part  of  Indda  subject  to  the  British  em** 
pire,  contains  (as  I  have  already  had  ocoaaion  to  mention) 
t^iree  distinct  classes  of  people,  forming  three  distinct  social/ 
systems.  The  first  is  the  Mahomedans,  which  about  wivem. 
hundred  years  ago  obtained  a  footing  in  that  country,  and 
ever  since  has  in  a  great  degree  retained  its  authority  there. 
For  the  Mahomedans  had  settled  there  long  before  the  found* 
ation  of  the  Bengal  empire,  which  was  ov^umed  by  Tamer* 
lane.  So  that  this  people,  who  are  represented  sometimee 
loosely  as  strano^ers,  are  people  of  ancient  and  considerable 
settlement  in  mat  country ;  and  though,  like  Mahomedan 
settlers  in  many  other  countries,  they  hive  fallen  into  ctecay, 
yet  being  continually  recruited  from  various  parts  of  Tartary, 
imder  the  Mogul  empire,  and  from  various  parts  of  Persia, 
they  continue  to  be  the  leading  and  most  powerful  people 
throughout  the  Peninsula;  and  so  we  found  them  th^re. 
These  people,  for  the  most  part,  follow  no  trades  or  occupa- 
ison,  their  religion  and  laws  forbidding  them  in  the  strictest 
manner  to  take  usury  or  profit  arising  from  money  that  is  in 
any  way  lent ;  they  have  therefore  no  other  means  for  their 
support  but  what  arises  from  their  adh^ence  to,  and  wmi- 
nexion  with,  the  Mogul  government  and  its  viceroys.  They 
enjoy  under  them  various  offices  civil  and  military,  various 
employments  in  the'courts  of  law,  and  stations  in  the  army. 
Accordingly  a  prodigious  number  of  people,  almost  all  of  them 
persons  of  the  most  ancient  and  respectable  flEunilies  in  the 
country,  are  dependent  upon  and  cling  to  the  soubahdars  or 
viceroys  of  the  several  provinces.  They,  therefore,  who 
oppress,  plunder,  and  destroy  the  soubahdars,  oppress,  rob, 
and  destroy  an  immense  mass  of  people.  It  is  true  that  a 
supervening  government,  established  upon  another,  alwajB 
reduces  a  cer^in  portion  of  the  dependants  upon  the  latter  to 
want.    You  must  distress,  by  the  very  nature  of  the  dromw 


d  by  Google 


^ 


WAJBLBXS  HASTIHrGS,  ESQ.  807 

iri^nces  of  the  case,  a  great  number  of  people ;  but  then  it  19 
yout  business,  when,  by  the  superiority  which  you  have 
acquired,  howeyer  you  mayiiave  acquired  it  (for  I  am  not  now 
considering  whether  you  have  acquired  it  by  £raud  or  force,  or 
whether  by  a  mixture  of  both),  when>  I  say,  you  have  acquired 
it,  it  is  your  buisiness  not  to  oppress  those  people  with  new 
and  additional  difficulties,  but  rather  to  console  them  in  the 
state  to  which  they  are  reduced,  and  to  give  them  all  the 
assistance  and  protection  in  your  power. 

The  next  system  is  composed  of  the  descendants  of  the 
pec^le  who  were  found  in  the  country  by  the  Mahomedan 
mvadera.  The  system  before  mentioned  comprehends  the 
<^cial  interest,  tiie  judicial  interest,  the  court  interest,  and 
the  military  interest.  This  latter  body  includes  almost  the 
whole  landed  interest,  commercial  interest,  and  monied  in- 
terest of  the  country.  For  the  Hindoos  not  being  forbidden 
by  their  laws  or  religious  tenets  as  laid  down  in  the  Shaster 
— many  of  them  became  the  principal  mcmey-lenders  and 
bankers ;  and  thus  the  Hindoos  form  the  greatest  part  both 
of  the  landed  and  monied  interest  in  that  country. 

The  third  and  last  system  is  formed  of  the  EngHsh  interest ; 
which  in  reality,  whether  it  appears  directly  or  indirectly,  ia 
tiie  governing  mterest  of  the  whole  country ;  of  its  civil  and 
military  interest,  of  its  landed,  monied,  and  revenue  interest ; 
and  what  to  us  is  the  greatest  concern  of  all,  it  is  this  system 
which  is  responsible  for  the  government  of  that  country  to 
the  government  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  divided  into  two 
parts,  one  emanating  from  the  Company,  and  afterwards  re- 
gulated by  act  of  parliament ;  the  other  a  judicial  hodj  sent 
out  by,  and  acting  under,  the  authority  ox  the  crown  itself. 
The  persons  composing  that  interest  are  those  whom  we 
umially  call  the  servants  of  the  Company.  They  enter  into 
that  service,  as  your  lordships  know,  at  an  early  period  of 
life»  and  they  are  promoted  accordingly  aa  their  merit  or 
their  interest  may  provide  for  them.  This  body  of  men,  with 
reapect  to  its  number,  is  so  small  as  scarcely  to  deserve  men- 
tioning ;  but  from  certain  circumstances,  the  govenm^nt  of 
the  whole  country  is  &llen  into  their  hands.  Amongst  these 
eirdunstances  the  most  important  and  essential  are  their 
having  the  public  rev«aues  and  the  public  puwe  entirehr  in 
tbeir  own  nands^  and  their  having  an  army  maiutained  by 
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that  purse,  and  disciplined  in  the  European  manner.  Such 
was  the  state  of  that  country  when  Mr.  Hastings  was 
appointed  GKjvemor  in  1772.  Your  lordships  are  now  to 
decide  upon  the  manner  in  which  he  has  comported  himself 
with  regard  to  all  these  three  interests ;  first,  whether  he  has 
made  the  ancient  Mahomedan  families  as  easy  as  he  could ; 
secondly,  whether  he  has  made  the  Hindoo  inhabitants,  iibe 
zemindars  and  their  tenants,  as  secure  in  their  property  and 
as  easy  in  their  tenure  as  he  could ;  and  lastly,  whether  he 
has  made  the  English  interest  a  blessing  to  the  country ;  and 
whilst  it  provided  moderate,  safe,  and  proper  emoluments  to 
the  persons  that  were  concerned  in  it — it  kept  them  from 
oppression  and  rapine,  and  a  general  waste  and  ravage  of  the 
country ;  whether,  in  short,  he  made  all  these  three  interests 
pursue  that  one  object  which  all  interests  and  all  governments 
ought  to  pursue,  the  advantage  and  wel&re  of  the  people 
imder  them. 

My  lords,  in  support  of  our  charge  against  the  prisoner  at 
your  bar,  that  he  acted  in  a  manner  cErectly  the  reverse  ci 
this,  we  have  proved  to  you  that  his  first  acts  of  oppression 
were  directed  against  the  Mahomedan  government ;  that  go- 
vernment which  had  been  before,  not  only  in  name,  but  in 
effect  to  the  very  time  of  his  appointment,  the  real  govern- 
ment of  the  coimtry.  After  the  Company  had  acquired  its 
right  over  it,  some  shadow  still  remained  of  the  ancient  go- 
vernment. An  allowance  was  settled  for  the  Nabob  of  Ben^il, 
to  support  the  dignity  of  his  court,  which  amounted  to  be- 
tween four  and  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year.  In 
this  was  comprehended  the  support  of  the  whole  mass  of  no- 
bility ;  the  soldiers,  serving  or  retired ;  all  the  officers  of  the 
court ;  and  all  the  women  that  were  dependent  upon  them ; 
the  whole  of  the  criminal  jurisdiction  of  the  country,  and  a 
very  considerable  part  of  the  civil  law  and  the  civil  govern- 
ment. These  establishments  formed  the  constitutional  haaas 
of  their  political  government. 

The  Company  never  had,  and  it  is  a  thing  that  we  can 
never  too  often  repeat  to  your  lordships,  the  Company  never 
had  of  right  despotic  power  in  that  country,  to  overturn  any 
of  these  establishments.  The  Mogul,  who  gave  them  their 
charters,  could  not  give  them  such  a  power,  he  did  not  de 
facto  give  them  such  a  power ;  the  government  of  this  ooan^ 
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try  did  not  by  act  of  parliament,  and  the  Company  did  not 
and  could  not  by  then:  delegation,  give  bim  such  a  power ; 
the  act,  by  which  he  was  appointed  Governor,  did  not  give 
him  such  a  power.  If  he  exercised  it,  he  usurped  it ;  and 
therefore  eveiy  step  we  take  in  the  examination  of  his  con- 
duct in  Bengal,  as  in  every  step  we  take  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject everywhere  else,  we  look  for  the  justification  of  his 
conduct  to  laws ;  the  law  of  nations,  the  laws  of  this  coun- 
try, and  the  laws  of  the  country  he  was  sent  to  govern. 

The  government  of  that  country,  by  the  ancient  constitu- 
tion of4he  Mogul  empire  (besides  the  numberless  individual 
<^e<^s  and  counter-checks  in  the  inferior  officers),  is  divided 
into  the  viceroyal  part  and  the  soubahdarry  part.  The  vice- 
royal  part  takes  in  all  criminal  justice  and  political  govern- 
ment. Mr.  Hastings  found  the  country  imder  a  viceroy, 
governing  according  to  law,  acting  by  proper  judges  and 
magistrates  imder  him  ;  he  himseS  not  bemg  the  judicial 
but  executive  power  of  the  country ;  that  which  sets  the 
other  in  action,  and  does  not  supersede  it  or  supply  its  place. 
The  other,  the  soubahdarry  power,  which  was  by  the  grant  of 
the  dewanny  conferred  upon  the  Company,  had  imder  its 
care  the  revenues,  as  much  of  the  civil  government  as  is  con- 
cerned with  the  revenues,  and  many  other  matters  growing 
out  of  it.  These  two  offices  are  coordinate  and  dependent 
on  each  other.  The  Company,  after  contracting  to  maintain 
the  army  out  of  it,  got  the  whole  revenue  into  their  power. 
The  army  being  thus  within  their  power,  the  soubahdar  by 
degrees  vanished  into  an  empty  name. 

When  we  thus  undertook  the  government  of  the  country, 
conscious  that  we  had  undertaken  a  task  which  by  any  per- 
sonal exertion  of  our  own  we  were  unable  to  perform  in  any 
propOT  or  rational  way,  the  Company  appointed  a  native  of  the 
country,  Mahomed  Keza  KMn,  who  stands  upon  the  records 
of  the  Company,  I  venture  to  say,  with  such  a  character  as 
no  man  perhaps  ever  did  stand,  to  execute  the  duties  of  both 
offices.  Upon  the  expulsion  of  Cossim  Ali  Kh&n,  the  Nabob 
of  Bengal,  all  his  children  were  left  in  a  young,  feeble,  and 
unprotected  state ;  and  in  that  state  of  things.  Lord  Clive, 
Mr.  Sumner,  who  sits  near  M^.  Hastings,  and  the  rest  of  the 
council,  wisely  appointed  Mahomed  Eeza  Kh^  to  fulfil  the 
two  offices  of  deputy  viceroy  and  deputy  dewan,  for  which 
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he  had  immense  allowances  and  great  jagliires  and  revenues 
I  allow.  He  was  a  man  of  that  dignity,  rank,  and  con- 
sideration, added  to  his  knowledge  of  law  and  experience  in 
business,  that  Lord  Olive  and  Mr.  Sumner,  who  examined 
strictly  his  conduct  at  that  time,  did  not  think  that  £112,000 
a  year,  the  amount  of  the  emoluments  which  had  be^i  al- 
lowed him,  was  a  great  deal  too  much :  but  at  his  own  de- 
sire, and  in  order  that  these  emoluments  might  be  brought  to 
statied  and  fixed  sums,  they  reduced  it  to  £90,000 ;  an  allow- 
ance which  they  thought  was  not  more  than  sufficient  to 
preserve  the  state  of  so  great  a  magistrate,  and  a  man  of  such 
rank,  exercising  such  great  employments.  The  whole  reve- 
nue of  the  Company  depended  upon  his  talents  and  fidelity ; 
and  you  will  find,  that  on  the  day  in  which  he  surrendered 
the  revenues  into  our  hands,  the  dewanny,  under  his  man- 
agement, was  a  million  more  than  it  produced  on  the  day* 
Mr.  Hastings  left  it.  For  the  truth  of  this,  1  refer  your  lord- 
ships to  a  letter  of  the  Company  sent  to  the  board  of  control. 
This  letter  is  not  in  evidence  before  your  lordships,  and  what 
I  am  stating  is  merely  historical.  [But  I  state  the  £etct,  and 
with  the  power  of  referring,  for  their  proo^  to  documents  as 
authentic  as  if  they  were  absolutely  in  evidence  before  you. 
Assuming,  therefore,  that  all  these  facts  may  be  verified  by 
l^e  records  of  the  Company,  I  have  now  to  state  that  this 
man,  by  some  rumours  true  or  false,  was  supposed  to  have 
misconducted  himself  in  a  time  of  great  calamity  in  that 
country.  A  great  famine  had  about  this  time  grievously 
afflicted  the  whole  province  of  Bengal  I  must  remark,  l^ 
the  way,  that  these  countries  are  liable  to  this  calamity ;  but 
it  is  greatly  blessed  by  nature  with  resources  which  afford 
the  means  of  speedy  recovery,  if  their  government  does  not 
counteract  them.  Nature,  that  inflicts  the  calamity,  soon 
heals  the  wound ;  it  is  in  ordinary  seasons  the  most  fertile 
country,  inhabited  by  the  most  industrious  people,  and  the 
most  disposed  to  marriage  and  settlement,  probably,  that  ex- 
ists in  the  whole  world ;  so  that  population  and  fertility  are 
soon  restored,  and  the  inhabitants  quickly  resume  their 
former  industrious  occupations. 

During  the  agitation  exdted  in  the  couni^  by  the  ca- 
lamity I  have  just  mentioned,  Mahomed  Eeza  Kh&n,  through 
the  intrigues  of  Bajah  Nundcomar,  one  of  his  politi^  ri^BLB, 
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aad  of  some  English  faction  that  supported  him,  was  accused 
of  being  one  of  the  causes  of  the  famine.  In  answer  to  this 
charge^  he  alleged,  what  was  certainly  a  sufficient  justi^cation, 
— ^tlMit  he  had  acted  under  the  direction  of  the  English  board, 
to  which  his  conduct  throughout  this  business  was  fully 
known.  The  Company,  however,  sent  an  order  from  Eng« 
land  to  hare  him  tried;  but  though  he  frequently  supplicated 
the  government  at  Calcutta  that  &  trial  should  be  proceeded 
in,  in  order  that  he  might  be  either  acquitted  and  discharged, 
or  condemned,  Mr.  Hastings  kept  him  in  prison  two  y^urs, 
.  under  pretence  (as  he  wrote  word  to  the  directors)  that  Ma- 
homed Beza  "Khka  himself  was  not  very  desirous  to  hasten 
tibe  hiatter.  In  the  mean  time  the  court  of  directors,  having 
removed  him  from  his  great  offices,  authorized  and  com^ 
nianded  Mr.  Hastings  (and  here  we  come  within  the  sphere 
of  your  minutes)  to  appoint  a  successor  to  Mahomed  Beza 
Eh&n,  fit  to  from  the  duties  of  his  station.  Now  I  shall  first 
show  your  lordships  what  sort  of  person  the  court  of  directors 
described  to  him  as  most  fit  to  fill  the  office  of  Mahomed 
Beza  EMn ;  what  sort  of  person  he  did  appoint ;  and  then 
we  will  trace  out  to  you  the  consequences  of  that  appoint- 
ment. 

Letter  firom  the  court  of  directors  to  the  president  and 
council  at  Eort  William,  dated  28th  August,  1771 :— "  Though 
we  have  not  a  doubt  but  that,  by  the  exertion  of  your  abm- 
ties  and  the  care  and  assiduity  of  our  servants  in  the  superin- 
tendency  of  the  revenues,  the  collections  will  be  con^cted 
with  more  advantage  to  the  Company  and  ease  to  the  natives 
than  by  means  of  a  naib  dewan ;  we  are  full^  sensible  of  the 
expedieni^  of  supporting  some  ostensible  mimster  in  the  Com- 
pany's interest  at  the  Nabob's  court,  to  transact  the  political 
affairs  of  the  sircar,  and  interpose  between  the  Company  and 
tiie  subjects  of  any  European  power,  in  aU  cases  wherein 
thcrf  may  thwart  our  interest  or  encroach  on  our  authority ; 
and  as  Mahomed^Beza  Kh&n  can  no  longer  be  considered  oy 
us  as  one  to  whom  such  a  power  can  be  safely  committed,  we 
trust  to  your  local  knowledge  the  selection  of  some  person 
well  qualified  for  the  affairs  of  government,  and  of  whose  at- 
tachment to  the  Company  you  shidl  be  well  assured ;  such 
person  you  will  recommend  to  the  Nabob  to  succeed  Ma- 
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homed  Beza  as  minister  of  the  government,  and  guardian  of 
the  Nabob's  minority ;  and  we  persuade  ourselyes  that  the 
.  Nabob  will  pay  such  regard  to  your  recommendation,  as  to 
invest  him  with  the  necessary  power  and  authority. 

"  As  the  advantages  which  the  Company  may  receive  from 
the  appointment  of  such  minister  will  depend  on  his  readi* 
ness  to  promote  our  views  and  advance  our  interest,  we  are 
willing  to  allow  him  so  liberal  a  gratification  as  may  excite 
his  zeal  and  secure  his  attachment  to  the  Company;  we 
therefore  empower  you  to  grant  to  the  person  whom  you 
shall  think  worthv  of  this  trust  an  annual  aUowance  not  ex« 
ceeding  three  lacks  of  rupees  (£30,000),  which  we  consider 
not  o^y  as  a  munificent  reward  for  any  services  he  shall 
render  the  Company,  but  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  support 
his  station  with  suitable  rank  and  dignity.  And  here  we 
must  add,  that  in  the  choice  you  shall  make  of  a  person  to 
be  the  ac^ve  minister  of  the  Nabob's  government,  we  hope 
and  trust  that  you  will  show  yourselves  worthy  of  the  con- 
fidence we  have  placed  in  you,  by  being  actuated  therein  by 
no  other  motives  than  those  of  the  public  good  and  the  safety 
and  interest  of  the  Company." 

Here,  my  lords,  a  person  was  to  be  named  fit  to  fill  the 
office  and  supply  the  place  of  Mahomed  Beza  Kh&n,  who 
was  deputy  viceroy  of  Bengal,  at  the  head  of  the  criminal 
justice  of  the  country,  and  in  short  at  the  head  of  the  whole 
ostensible  Mahomedan  government.  He  was  also  to  supply 
the  place  of  Mahomed  Beza  Kh^  as  naib  dewan,  Sx>m 
which  Beza  KhS,n  was  to  be  removed :  for  you  will  observe 
the  directors  always  speak  of  a  man  fit  to  perform  all  the 
duties  of  Mahomed  Beza  ISJiku ;  and  amongst  these  he  was 
to  be  as  the  guardian  of  the  Nabob's  person,  and  the  repre^ 
sentative  of  his  authority  and  government. 

Mr.  Hastings,  having  received  these  orders  from  the  court 
of  directors,  did — ^whatp  He  alleges  in  his  defence,  that 
no  positive  commands  were  given  him ;  but  a  very  sufficient 
description  was  given  of  the  person  who  ought  to  succeed 
Mahomed  Beza  KhSn,  in  whom  the  Company  had  befefe 
recognised  all  the  necessary  qualities;  and  they  therefore 
desire  him  to  name  a  similar  person.  But  what  does  Mr. 
Hastings  do  in  consequence  of  this  authority  ?    He  names 
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no  man  at  all.  He  searches  into  the  seraglio  of  the  Nabob, 
and  names  a  woman  to  be  the  viceroy  of  the  province,  to  be 
the  head  of  the  ostensible  government,  to  be  the  guardian  of 
the  Nabob's  person,  the  conservator  of  his  authority,  and  a 
proper  representative  of  the  remaiaing  majesty  of  that  go- 
vernment. "Well,  my  lords,,  he  searched  the  seraglio.  When 
you  have  to  take  into  consideration  the  guardianship  of  a 
person  of  great  dignity,  there  are  two  circumstances  to  be 
attended  to ;  one  a  faithful  and  affectionate  guardianship  of 
hifif  person ;  and  the  other  a  strong  interest  in  his  authority, 
and  the  means  of  exercising  that  authority  in  a  proper  and 
competent  manner. 

Mr,  Hastings,  when  he  was  looking  for  a  woman  in  the 
seraglio  (for  he  could  find  wom^i  onlv  there),  must  have 
found  actually  in  authority  there  the  Nstbob's  own  mother ; 
ccrtamly  a  person  who  by  nature  was  most  fit  to  be  his 
guardian ;  and  there  is  no  manner  of  doubt  of  her  being 
sufficiently  competent  to  that  duty.  Here  then  was  a  legiti- 
mate vnfe  of  tne  Nabob  Jaffier  Ali  Khftn,  a  woman  of  rank 
and  distinction,  fittest  to  take  care  of  the  person  and  inter- 
ests, as  far  as  a  woman  could  take  care  of  them,  of  her  own 
son.  In  this  situation  she  had  been  placed  before,  during 
the  administration  of  Mahomed  £eza  Khan,  by  the  direct 
orders  of  the  governor.  Sir  John  Cartier.  She  had,  I  say, 
been  put  in  possession  of  that  trust,  which  it  was  natural  and 
proper  to  give  to  such  a  woman.  But  what  does  Mr.  Hast- 
mgs  do  P  He  deposes  this  woman.  He  strips  her  of  her 
authority,  with  which  he  found  her  invested  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  English  government.  He  finds  out  a  woman  in 
the  seraglio  called  Munny  Begum,  who  was  bound  to  the 
Nabob  by  no  tie  whatever  of  natural  affection.  He  makes 
t^  woman  the  guardian  of  the  young  Nabob's  person.  She 
had  a  son  who  had  been  placed  upon  the  musnud  after  the 
death  of  his  father  Sujah  Dowlah,  and  had  been  appointed 
his  guardian.  This  young  Nabob  died  soon  afterwards,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Nuzimut  Dowlah,  another  natural  son  of 
Sujah  Dowlah.  This  prince  being  left  without  a  mother, 
this  woman  was  suffered  to  retain  the  guardianship  of  the 
Nabob  till  his  death.  When  Mobarick  ul  Dowlah,  a  legitimate^ 
Bon  of  Sujah  Dowlah,  succeeded  him.  Sir  John  Cartier  did 
what  his  duty  was,  he  put  the  Nabob's  own  mother  into  the 
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place  which  she  was  naturally  entitled  to  hold,  the  guardian- 
ship of  her  own  son,  and  displaced  Munny  Begum.  The 
whole  of  the  arrangement,  by  which  Munny  Begum  was 
appointed  guardian  of  the  two  preceding  Nabobs,  stands  in 
the  Company's  records,  stigmatized  as  a  transaction  base, 
wicked,  and  corrupt.  We  will  read  to  your  lordships  an 
extract  tram  a  letter  which  has  the  signature  of  Mr.  Sumner, 
the  gentleman  who  sits  here  by  the  side  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
and  from  which  you  will  learn  what  the  Company  and  the 
council  thought  of  the  original  nomination  of  Munny  Begum 
and  of  her  son.  You  w3l  find  that  they  considei^d  her  as 
a  great  agent  and  instrument  of  aU  the  corruption  there ; 
and  that  this  whole  transactidn,  by  which  the  bastard  son  of 
Munny  Begum  was  broue^ht  forward  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
legitimate  son  of  the  Nabob,  was  considered  to  be,  what  it 
upon  the  very  fkce  of  it  speaks  itself  to  be,  corrupt  and  sean^ 
dalous. 

Extract  of  a  general  letter  from  the  president  and  council 
at  Calcutta,  Bengal,  to  the  select  committee  of  the  directors. 
Paragraph  5. — ^*'  At  Fort  Saint  George  we  received  the  first 
advices  of  the  demise  of  Meer  Jaffier,  and  of  Sujah  Dowlah's 
defeat,  it  was  there  firmly  imagined  that  no  definitive  mea* 
sures  would  be  taken,  either  vfith  respect  to  a  peace  or  filling 
the  vacancy  in  the  nizamut  before  our  arrival,  as  the  Lap- 
wing  arrived  in  the  month  of  January  with  your  gen^d 
letter,  and  the  appointment  of  a  committee  with  express 
powers  to  that  purpose,  for  the  successful  exertion  of  which 
the  happiest  occasion  now  ofiered.  However,  a  contrary  re- 
solution prevailed  in  the  council ;  the  opportunity  of  acquuring 
immense  fortunes  was  too  inviting  to  be  neglected,  and  the 
temptation  too  powerful  to  be  resisted ;  a  treaty  was  hastily 
drawn  up  b^  the  board,  or  rather  transcribed  with  few  unim* 
portant  additions  from  that  concluded  with  Meer  Jaffier,  and 
a  deputation,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Johnstone,  senior,  Middle* 
ton,  and  Leycester,  appointed  to  raise  the  natural  son  of  the 
deceased  Nabob  to  the  soubahdany,  in  prejudice  of  the  claim 
of  the  grandson ;  and  for  this  measure  sucb  reasons  assigned 
as  ought  to  have  dictated  a  diametrically  opposite  resolution. 
Miran*8  son  was  a  minor,  which  circumstance  alone  would 
have  naturally  brought  the  whole  administration  into  our 
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hands,  at  a  juncture  when  it  became  indispensably  necessary 
we  should  realize  the  shadow  of  power  and  influence,  which, 
haying  no  solid  foundation,  was  exposed  to  the  danger  of 
bein^  annihilated  by  the  first  stroke  of  adverse  fortune*  But 
this  mconsistence  was  not  regarded,  nor  was  it  material  to 
the  views  for  precipitating  the  treaty,  which  was  pressed  on 
tbe  young  Nabob  at  the  first  interview,  in  so  earnest  and 
indelicate  a  manner,  as  highly  disgusted  him  and  chagrined 
his  ministers,  while  not  a  single  rupee  was  stipulated  for  the 
Company,  whose  interests  wei«e  sacrificed,  that  their  servants 
mi^ht  revel  in  the  spoils  of  a  treasury  before  impoverished, 
bu?  now  totally  exhausted." 

"  6. — This  scene  of  corruption  was  first  disclosed  at  a  visit 
the  Kabob  paid  to  Lord  Chve  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  com- 
mittee a  few  days  after  our  arrival ;  he  there  delivered  to  his 
lordship  a  letter  filled  with  bitter  complaints  of  the  insults 
and  indignity  he  had  been  exposed  to,  and  the  embezzlement 
of  near  twenty  lacks  of  rupees  issued  from  his  treasury  for 
puiposes  unknown,  during  the  late  negotiations  ; — so  public 
a  complaint  could  not  be  disregarded,  and  it  soon  produced 
an  inquiry.  We  referred  the  letter  to  the  board,  in  expecta- 
tapn  of  obtaining  a  satisfactory  account  of  the  application  of 
this  money,  and  were  answered  only  by  a  warm  remon* 
strance,  entered  by  Mr.  Leycester,  against  that  very  Nabob 
in  whose  elevation  he  boasts  of  having  been  a  principal 
agent."     • 

**  7.-*Mahomed  Eeza  Kh^,  the  naib  soubah,  was  then 
called  upon  to  account  for  this  large  disbursement  from  the 
treasury ;  and  he  soon  delivered  to  the  committee  the  yery 
extraoi^inary  narrative  entered  in  our  proceedings,  the  6th 
of  June,  wherein  he  specifies  the  several  names  and  sums, 
by  whom  paid,  and  to  whom,  whether  in  cash,  bills,  or  obli- 
^tion.  So  precise,  so  accurate  an  account  as  this  of  money 
for  secret  and  venal  services  was  never,  we  believe,  before 
this  period,  exhibited  to  the  honourable  court  of  directors  ;  at 
least  never  vouched  by  undeniable  testimony  and  authentic 
documents  by  Juggut  Seet,  who  himself  was  obliged  to  con- 
tribute largely  to  the  sums  demanded  by  Moolyram,  who  was 
employed  by  Mr.  Johnstone  in  all  these  pecuniary  transac- 
tions by  the  Nabob  and  Mahomed  Eeza  Khka,  who  were  the 
heaviest  sufferers ;  and  lastly,  by  the  confession  of  the  gen- 
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tlemen  themselves,  whose  names  are  specified  in  the  distribu- 
tion list." 

*'  8. — Juggut  Seet  expressly  declared  in  his  narrative,  that 
the  sum  which  he  agreed  to  pay  the  deputation,  amounting 
to  125,000  rupees,  was  extorted  by  menaces ;  and  since  the 
dose  of  our  inquiry,  and  the  opinions  we  delivered  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  21st  of  June,  it  Ailly  appears,  that  the 
presents  from  the  Nabob  and  Mahomed  Beza  £Ih4n,  exceed- 
mg  the  immense  sum  of  seventeen  lacks,  were  not  the  volun- 
ta^  offerings  of  gratitude,  but  contributions  levied  on  the 
weakness  of  the  government,  and  violently  exacted  from  the 
dependent  state  and  timid  disposition  of  the  minister.  The 
charge,  indeed,  is  denied  on  the  one  hand,  as  well  as  affirmed 
on  the  other.  Your  honourable  board  must  therefore  deter- 
mine how  far  the  circumstance  of  extortion  may  aggravate 
the  crime  of  disobedience  to  your  positive  orders ;  the  ex- 
posing the  government  in  a  manner  to  sale,  and  receiving  the 
infamous  wages  of  corruption  from  opposite  parties  and  con- 
tending interests.  "We  speak  with  bolcmess,  because  we  speak 
from  conviction  founded  upon  indubitable  evidence,  that  be- 
sides the  above  sums  specined  in  the  distribution  account,  to 
the  amount  of  £228,125  sterling,  there  was  likewise  to  the 
value  of  several  lacks  of  rupees  procured  from  Nundcomar 
and  Soydullub,  each  of  whom  aspired  at  and  obtained  a 
promise  of  that  very  employment  it  was  predetermined  to 
bestow  on  Mahomed  Eeza  £Mn. — Signed  at  the  end, — 
Clive,  W    B.  Sumner,  John  Camac,  H.  Verelst,  Pra*  Sykes." 

My  lords,  the  persons  who  sign  this  letter  are  mostly  the 
friends  of,  and  one  of  them  is  the  gentleman  who  is  bad  for 
and  sits  near,  Mr.  Hastings.  They  state  to  you  this  horrible 
and  venal  transaction,  by  which  the  government  was  set  to 
sale,  by  which  a  bastard  son  was  elevated  to  the  wrong  of  the 
natural  and  legitimate  heir ;  and  in  which  a  prostitute,  his 
mother,  was  put  in  the  place  of  the  honourable  and  legitimate 
mother  of  the- representative  of  the  family. 

Now  if  there  was  one  thing  more  than  another  under 
heaven  which  Mr.  Hastings  ought  to  have  shunned,  it  was 
the  suspicion  of  being  concerned  in  any  such  infamous  trans- 
action as  that  which  is  here  recorded  to  be  so — a  transaction 
in  which  the  counti^^  government  had  before  been  sold  to  this 
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very  woman  and  her  offspring,  and  in  which  two  great  candi- 
dates for  power  in  that  country  foueht  against  each  other, 
andperhaps  the  largest  offerer  carried  it. 

"when  a  Gk)vemor- General  sees  the  traces  of  corruption  in 
the  conduct  of  his  predecessors,  the  traces  of  injustice  follow- 
ing that  corruption, — the  traces  of  notorious  irregularity,  in 
setting  aside  the  just  claimants  in  favour  of  those  that  have 
no  damoL  at  all, — ^ne  has  that  before  his  eyes  which  ought  to 
have  made  him  the  more  scrupulously  avoid  and  to  keep  at 
the  farthest  distance  possible  &om  the  contagion,  and  even 
the  suspicion  of  being  corrupted  by  it.  Moreover,  my  lords, 
it  was  in  consequence  of  these  very  transactions,  that  the 
new  covenants  were  made  which  bind  the  servants  of  the 
Company  never  to  take  a  present  of  above  £200,  or  some 
such  sum  of  money,  from  any  native  in  circumstances  there 
described.  This  covenant  I  shall  reserve  for  consideration 
in  another  part  of  this  business.  It  was  in  pursuance  of  this 
idea,  and  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  the  prevailing  custom  of 
vinl^g  the  governing  powers  of  that  coimtry,  with  a  view 
of  receiving  presents  from  them,  that  the  House  of  Commons 
afterwards,  in  its  inquiries,  took  up  this  matter  and  passed 
the  regulatilig  act  in  1773.  But  to  return  to  Munny  Begum ; 
—■this  very  person,  that  had  got  into  power  by  the  means  al- 
ready mentioned,  did  Mr.  Hastings  resort  to,  knowing  her  to 
be  well  skilled  in  the  trade  of  bribery ;  knowing  her  skilful 
practice  in  business  of  this  sort ;  knowing  the  fitness  of  her 
eunudis,  instruments,  and  agents  to  be  dealers  in  this  kind 
of  traffic.  This  very  woman  did  Mr.  Hastings  select,  stigma- 
tized as  she  was  in  the  Company's  record,  stigmatized  by  the 
very  gentleman  who  sits  next  to  him,  and  whose  name  you 
have  neard  read  to  you,  as  one  of  those  members  of  the 
oouncil  that  reprobated  the  horrible  iniquity  of  the  transac- 
tion, in  which  this  woman  was  a  principal  agent.  For  though 
neither  the  young  Nabob  nor  his  mother  ought  to  have  been 
raised  to  the  stations  in  which  they  were  placed,  and  were 
placed  there  for  the  purpose  of  fisicilitating  the  receipt  of 
bribes,  yet  the  order  of  nature  was  preserved,  and  the  mother 
was  made  the  guardian  of  her  own  son.  For  though  she  was 
a  prostitute  and  he  a  bastard,  yet  still  she  was  a  mother  and 
he  a  son ;  and  both  nature  and  legitimate  disposition,  with 
regard  to  the  guardianship  of  a  son,  went  together. 
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But  what  did  Mr.  Hastings  do  F  ImproYing  upon  tke  pre- 
ceding transaction,  improying  on  it  by  a  kind  of  refinement 
in  corruption,  he  drives  away  the  lawful  mother  from  her 
lawful  guardianship ;  the  mother  of  nature  he  turns  out,  and 
he  delivers  her  son  to  the  stepmother,  to  be  the  guardian  a£ 
his  person.  That  your  lordships  may  see  who  this  womaa 
was,  we  shall  read  to  you  a  paper  from  your  lordships'  mixi* 
utes,  produced  before  Mr.  Hastin^'s  face,  and  never  contra^ 
dieted  by  him  from  that  day  to  this. 

At  a  consultation,  24th  July,  1775 : — "  Shah  Chanim,  de-* 
ceased,  was  sister  to  the  Kabob  Mahub  ul  Jung  by  the  tame 
father,  but  different  mothers ;  she  married  Meer  Mahomed 
Jaffier  Khdn,  by  whom  she  had  a  son  and  a  daughter ;  the 
name  of  the  former  was  Meer  Mahomed  Saddue  Ali  Khftn^ 
and  the  latter  was  married  to  Meer  Mahomed  Cossim  Khlo. 
Saddue ;  Ali  Kh&n  had  two  sons  and  two  daughters ;  the 
sons'  names  are  Meer  Sydoc  and  Meer  Sobeem,  who  are  now 
living ;  the  daughters  were  married  to  Sultan  Merza  Daood* 

"  Baboo  Beeum,  the  mother  of  the  Nabob  Mobariok  ul 
Sowlah,  was  the  daughter  of  Summim  Ali  Kh&n,  and  mar- 
ried Meer  Mahomed  Jaffier  KhSn.  The  history  of  Munny 
Begum  is  this : — ^At  a  village  called  Balcurda,  near  Sehindra, 
there  lived  a  widow,  who  from  her  great  poverty,  not  being 
able  to  bring  up  her  daughter  Munny,  gave  her  to  a  slave  girl 
belonging  to  Summim  Ali  Khka,  whose  name  was  Bissoo ; 
during  the  space  of  five  years  she  lived  at  Shahiehunabad» 
and  was  educated  by  Bissoo,  after  the  manner  of  a  dancing 
girl ;  afterward  the  Nabob  Shamot  Jung,  upon  the  marriage 
of  Ikram  ul  Dowlah,  brother  to  the  Nabob  Surage  ul  Dowm, 
sent  for  Bissoo  Beg's  set  of  dancing  girls  from  Shahjehuna^ 
bad,  of  which  Munny  Begum  was  one,  and  allowed  them 
10,000  rupees  for  their  expenses,  to  dance  at  the  weddine ; 
while  this  ceremony  was  celebrating  the;|p^  were  kept  by  £e 
Nabob,  but  some  months  afterwards  he  cUsmissed  tiaemf  and 
they  took  up  their  residence  in  this  city.  Meer  Mahomed 
Jaffier  Kh^  then  took  them  into  keeping,  and  allowed  Munny 
and  her  set  500  rupees  per  month ;  till  at  length  finding  that 
Munny  was  pregnant,  he  took  her  into  his  own  house ;  ahe 
gave  birth  to  the  Nabob  Nijam  ul  Dowlah,  and  in  this  man^ 
ner  she  has  remained  in  the  Nabob's  family  ever  since." 
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My  lords,  I  do  not  mean  to  detain  you  l<mg  upon  tliis  part 
of  the  business ;  but  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  advert  to 
these  particulars.  As  to  all  the  rest,  the  honourable  and  able 
manager  who  preceded  me  has  sufficiently  impressed  upon 
your  lordships'  minds  the  monstrous  nature  of  the  deposing 
of  tiie  NaboD's  mother  from  the  guardianship  of  her  son,  for 
ihe  pu]^;>ose  of  placing  this  woman  there  at  the  head  of  all 
his  finnily,  and  of  his  domestic  concerns  in  the  seraglio  with- 
in doors,  and  at  the  head  of  the  state  without ;  together  with 
the  disposal  of  the  whole  of  the  revenue  that  was  allowed 
him.  Mr.  Hastings  pretends,  indeed,  to  have  appointed  at 
the  same  time  a  trustv  mutseddy  to  keep  the  accounts  of  the 
revenue,  but  he  has  smce  declared  that  no  account  had  been 
kept,  and  that  it  was  in  vain  to  desire  it  or  to  call  for  it. 
This  is  the  state  of  the  case  with  respect  to  the  appointment 
<ji  Hunny  Begum.  With  regard  to  the  reappointment  of 
Mahon^  Beza  Khin,  you  have  heard  from  my  worthy  fel- 
low manager  that  he  was  acquitted  of  the  charges  that  had 
be^  brought  against  him  by  Mr.  Hastings  after  a  long  and 
lingmnng  trial.  The  Company  was  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  acquittal,  and  declared  that  he  was  not  only  acquitted, 
but  honourably  acquitted ;  and  they  also  declared  that  he  had 
a  fair  claim  to  a  compensation  for  his  sufferings.  They  not 
only  declared  him  innocent,  but  meritorious.  They  gave 
orders  that  he  should  be  considered  as  a  person  who  was  to 
be  placed  in  office  again  upon  the  first  occasion,  and  that  be 
had  entitled  himself  to  this  favour  by  his  conduct  in  the  place 
which  he  had  before  filled. 

The  council  of  the  year  X775  (whom  I  can  never  mention 
nor  «hall  mention  without  honoiur),  who  complied  faithfully 
with  the  act  of  parliament,  who  never  disobeyed  the  orders 
of  the  Company,  and  to  whom  no  man  has  imputed  even 
the  shadow  of  corruption,  found  that  this  Munny  Begum  had 
acted  in  the  manner  which  my  honourable  fellow  manager 
has  stated ;  that  she  had  dissipated  the  revenue ;  that  she 
had  neglected  the  education  of  the  Nabob,  and  had  thrown 
the  wh^  judicature  of  the  country  into  conftision.  They 
ordered  that  she  should  be  removed  from  her  situation ;  that 
the  Nabob's  own  mother  should  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
seraglio,  a  situation  to  which  she  was  entitled ;  and,  with  re* 
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gard  to  the  rest  of  the  offices,  that  Mahomed  Eeza  Eli&n 
should  be  employed  to  fill  them. 

Mr.  Hastings  resisted  these  propositions  with  all  his  might ; 
but  they  were  by  that  happy  momentary  majority  carried 
against  him,  and  Mahomed  Keza  Khd.n  was  placed  in  his 
former  situation.  But  Mr.  H^tings,  though  thus  defeated, 
was  only  waiting  for  what  he  considered  to  be  the  fortunate 
moment  for  returning  again  to  his  corrupt,  vicious,  tyrannical, 
and  disobedient  habits.  The  reappointment  of  Mahomed  Beza 
Khka  had  met  with  the  fullest  approbation  of  the  Company ; 
and  they  directed,  that  as  long  as  his  good  behaviour  entitled 
him  to  it  he  should  continue  In  the  office.  Mr.  Hastings, 
however,  without  alleging  any  ill  behaviour,  and  for  no  reason 
that  can  be  assigned,  but  his  corrupt  engagement  with  Mun- 
ny  Begum,  overturned  (upon  the  pretence  of  restoring  the 
Jfabob  to  his  rights)  the  whole  of  the  Company's  arrange- 
ment, as  settled  by  the  late  majority,  and  approved  by  the 
court  of  directors. 

I  have  now  to  show  you  what  sort  of  a  man  the  Nabob 
was,  who  was  thus  set  up  in  defiance  of  the  Company's  au- 
thority ;  what  Mr.  Hastings  himself  thought  of  him  ;  what 
the  judges  thought  of  him ;  and  what  all  the  world  thought 
of  him. 

I  must  first  make  your  lordships  acquainted  with  a  little 
preliminary  matter : — a  man  named  Boy  Eadachum  had  been 
appointed  vakeel,  or  agent,  to  manage  the  Nabob's  affairs  at 
Calcutta.  One  of  this  man's  creditors  attached  him  there. 
Eoy  Eadachum  pleaded  his  privilege  as  the  vakeel  or  repre- 
sentative of  a  sovereign  prince.  The  question  came  to  be 
tried  in  the  supreme  court,  and  the  issue  was.  Whether  the 
Nabob  was  a  sovereign  prince  or  not  p  I  think  the  court  did 
exceedingly  wrong  in  entertaining  such  a  question ;  because, 
in  my  opinion,  whether  he  was  or  was  not  a  sovereign  prince, 
any  person  representing  him  ought  to  be  left  free,  and  to 
have  a  proper  and  secure  means  of  concerting  his  affairs  with 
the  council.  It  was,  however,  taken  otherwise ;  the  question 
was  brought  to  trial.  Whether  the  Nabob  was  a  soverdgn 
prince,  sufficient  to  appoint  and  protect  a  person  to  manage 
his  affairs  under  the  name  of  an  ambassador  P  In  that  cause 
did  Mr.  Hastings  come  forward  to  prove,  by  a  voluntary  affi- 
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davit,  that  lie  had  no  pretensions,  no  power,  no  authority  at 
all ;  that  he  was  a  mere  pageant,  a  thing  of  straw,  and  that 
the  Company  exercised  every  species  of  authority  over  him, 
in  every  particular,  and  in  every  respect ;  and  that  therefore 
to  talk  of  him  as  an  efficient  person,  was  an  affi*ont  to  the 
common  sense  of  mankind ;  and  this  you  will  find  the  judges 
afterwards  declared  to  be  their  opinion. 

I  will  here  press  again  one  remark  (which  perhaps  you 
may  recollect  that  I  have  made  before),  that  the  chief  and 
most  usual  mode,  in  which  all  the  villanies  perpetrated  in 
India  by  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  copartners  in  inimiity,  has 
been  through  the  medium  and  instrumentality  of  persons 
whom  they  pretended  to  have  rights  of  their  own,  and  to  be 
acting  for  themselves;  whereas  suct^ persons  were,  in  fact, 
totally  dependent  upon  him,  Mr.  Hastings,  and  did  no  one 
act  that  was  not  prescribed  by  him.  In  order,  therefore,  to 
let  you  see  the  utter  falsehood,  fraud,  prevarication,  and  de- 
ceit of  the  pretences  by  which  the  native  powers  of  India 
are  represented  to  be  mdependent,  and  are  held  up  as  the 
instruments  of  defying  the  laws  of  this  kingdom,  under  pre- 
text of  their  being  absolute  princes,  I  will  read  the  affidavit 
of  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.,  Governor- General  of  Bengal,  made 
the  31st  July,  1775  : — "  This  deponent  maketh  oath,  and 
saith.  That  the  late  president  and  council  did,  on  or  about 
the  month  of  August,  1772,  by  their  own  authority  appoint 
Munny  Begum,  relict  of  the  late  Nabob,  Meer  Jaffier  Ali  Kh^, 
to  be  guardian  to  the  present  Nabob,  Mobarick  ul  Dowlah, 
and  Bajah  Goordas,  son  of  Mahah  Eajah  Nundcomar,  to  be 
dewan  of  the  said  Nabob's  household ;  allowing  to  the  said 
Munny  Begum  a  salary  of  140,000  rupees  per  annum ;  and 
to  the  said  Bajah  Goordas,  for  himself  and  officers,  a  salary 
of  100,000  rupees  per  annum. — That  the  said  late  president 
and  council  did,  in  or  about  the  month  of  August,  1772,  plan 
and  constitute  regular  and  distinct  courts  of  justice,  civil  and 
criminal,  by  their  ovm  authority,  for  administration  of  jus- 
tice to  the  inhabitants  throughout  Bengal,  without  consulting 
the  said  Nabob,  or  requiring  his  concurrence,  and  that  the  said 
civil  courts  were  made  solely  dependent  on  the  presidency  of 
Calcutta ;  and  the  said  criminal  courts  were  put  under  the 
inspection  and  control  of  the  Company's  servants,  although 
ostensibly  under  the  name  of  the  nazim,  as  appears  from  the 
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foUowiDg  extracts  from  the  {dan  for  the  administration  of 
justice,  constituted  by  the  president  and  council  as  siore- 
said." 

My  lords,  we  need  not  go  through  all  the  circumstances  of 
this  affidavit  which  is  in  your  minutes,  and  to  save  time,  I 
will  refer  your  lordships  to  them.  This  affidavit,  as  I  have 
already  said,  was  put  into  the  court  to  prove  that  the  Nabob 
had  no  power  or  authority  at  all ;  but  what  is  very  sisgular 
in  it,  and  which  I  recommend  to  the  particular  notice  oijowt 
lordships  when  you  are  scrutioizing  this  matter,  k,  that  there 
is  not  a  sijigle  point  stated  to  prove  the  nullity  of  .this  Nabob's 
authority,  that  was  not  Mr.  Hastings's  own  particular  act. 
Well,  the  Govemor-GSneral  swears  ;  the  judge  of  the  court 
refers  to  him  in  his  decision ;  he  builds  Mid  bottoms  it  upon 
the  Govemor-Gkneral's  affidavit ;  he  swears,  I  say,  that  the 
council,  by  their  own  authority,  appointed  Munny  Begum  to 
be  guardian  to  the  Nabob.  "By  what  authority,"  the  Gk)- 
vemor-General  asks,  "  did  the  council  erect  courts  of  law  and 
superintend  the  administration  of  justice!,  without  any  com- 
munication with  the  Nabob  ?  Had  the  Nabob  himself  any 
idea  that  he  was  a  sovereign  ?  Does  he  complain  of  the 
reduction  of  his  stipend  or  the  inMngement  of  treaties  ?  No ; 
he  appears  to  consider  himself  to  be,  what  in  fact  he  really 
is,  absolutely  dependent  on  the  Company,  and  to  be  willing 
to  accept  any  pittance  they  would  allow  him  for  his  main- 
tenance. He  claims  no  nghts.  Does  he  complain  that  the 
administration  of  justice  is  taken  into  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
pany ?  No.  By  the  treaty,  the  protection  of  his  subjects 
IS  delivered  up  to  the  Company ;  and  he  well  knew  that, 
whoever  may  be  held  up  as  the  ostensible  prince,  the  admin- 
istration of  justice  must  be  in  the  hands  of  those  who  have 
power  to  enforce  it."  He  goes  on,  "  The  Governor- General, 
who,  I  suppose,  had  a  delicacy  to  state  more  than  what  had 
before  been  made  public,  closes  his  affidavit  with  saying, 
that  all  he  has  deposed  to  he  believes  to  be  publicly  known, 
as  it  is  particularly  set  forth  in  the  printed  book  en^tled  Ite- 
ports  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons.  I  knew," 
he  adds,  "  it  was  there,  and  was  therefore  surprised  at  tlus 
application ;  it  is  so  notorious  that  everybody  in  the  settle- 
ment must  have  known  it ;  when  I  say  ev^body  I  mean 


d  by  Google 


WABBEK   HASTINas,   ESQ.  S23 

with  an  exception  to  the  gentlemen  who  have  applied  to  the 
court.  The  only  reason  I  can  give  for  their  applying  i^  the 
little  time  they  have  been  in  l£e  country."  The  judge  (I 
think  it  is  Chief  Justice  Impey)  then  goes  on,  **  Perhaps  this 
question  might  have  been  determined  merely  on  the  dates  of 
the  letters  to  the  Governor-General ;  but  as  the  council  have 
made  the  other  a  serious  question,  I  should  not  have  thought 
that  I  had  done  my  duty,  if  I  had  not  given  a  full  and  deter- 
xni&ite  opinion  upon  it ;  I  should  have  been  sorry  if  I  had 
left  it  doubtful,  wnether  the  empty  name  of  a  Nabob  should 
be  thrust  between  a  delinquent  and  the  laws,  so  as  effectually 
to  protect  him  from  the  hand  of  justice." 

My  lords,  the  court,  as  you  see,  bottoms  its  determination 
on  what  we  stand  upon  here,  Mr.  Hastings's  evidence,  that 
the  empty  name  of  a  pretended  sovereign  should  not  be 
thrust  K)rth  between  a  delinquent  and  justice. 

"What  does  Mr.  Lemaistre,  the  other  judge,  say  upon  this 
occasion, — "  with  regard  to  this  phantom,  t&t  n\an  of  straw, 
Mobarick  ul  Dowlah,  it  is  an  insult  on  the  understanding  of 
the  court  to  have  made  the  question  of  his  sovei*eignty. 
But  as  it  came  from  the  Gt)vemor-G«neral  and  council,  I 
have  too  much  respect  for  that  body  to  treat  it  ludicrously, 
and  I  confess,  I  cannot  consider  it  seriously,  and  we  always 
ahall  consider  a  letter  of  business  from  the  Nabob  the  same 
as  a  letter  from  the  Governor- General  and  council." 

This  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  all  the  judges  concern- 
ing the  state  and  condition  of  the  Nabob.  We  have  thus 
established  the  point  we  mean  to  establish,  that  any  use 
which  shall  be  made  of  the  Nabob's  name,  for  the  purpose 
of  justifying  any  disobedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Company, 
or  of  bringing  forward  corrupt  and  unfit  persons  for  the 
government,  could  be  considered  as  no  other  than  the  act  of 
the  persons  who  shall  make  such  a  use  of  it ;  and  that  no 
letter  that  the  Nabob  writes  to  any  one  in  power  was  or 
could  be  considered  as  any  other  than  the  letter  of  that 
person  himself.  This  we  wish  to  impress  upon  your  lord- 
ships, because,  as  you  have  before  seen  the  use  that  ha» 
been  made  in  this  way  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  you  may 
judge  of  the  use  that  has  been  made  of  the  name  of  Hyder 
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Beg  Kh&n,  and  of  the  names  of  all  the  eminent  persons  of 
the  country.  One  word  more,  and  I  have  done ;  if,  whilst 
you  remark' the  use  that  is  made  of  this  man*s  name,  your 
lordships  shall  find  that  this  use  has  ever  heen  made  of  his 
name  for  his  benefit,  or  for  the  purpose  of  giving  him  any 
useful  or  substantial  authority,  or  of  meliorating  his  condi- 
tion in  any  way  whatever,  forgive  the  fraud,  forgive  the  dis- 
obedience. 

But  if  we  have  shown  your  lordships  that  it  was  for  no 
other  purpose  than  to  disobey  the  orders  of  the  Company,  to 
trample  upon  the  laws  of  his  country,  to  introduce  back 
again,  and  to  force  into  power,  those  very  corrupt  and  wicked 
instruments  which  had  formerly  done  so  much  mischief,  and 
for  which  mischief  they  were  removed,  then  we  shall  not  have 
passed  our  time  in  vain,  in  endeavouring  to  prove  that  this 
man,  in  the  opinion  of  a  court  of  justice,  and  by  public  no- 
toriety, and  by  Mr.  Hastings's  own  opinion,  was  held  to  be 
fit  for  nothing  but  to  be  made  a  tool  in  his  hands. 

'  Having  stated  to  your  lordships  generally  the  effects  pro- 
duced upon  the  Mahomedan  interest  of  Bengal  by  the  mis- 
conduct of  the  prisoner  at  your  bar,  with  respect  to  the 
appointment  of  the  guardian  of  the  Nabob  or  Soubahdar  of 
that  province,  and  of  the  ministers  of  his  government,  I  shall 
have  the  honour  of  attending  your  lordships  another  day ; 
and  shall  show  you  the  use  that  has  been  made  of  this  govern- 
ment and  of  the  authority  of  the  Nabob,  who,  as  your  lord- 
ships have  seen,  was  the  mere  phantom  of  power ;  and  I  shaU 
show  how  much  a  phantom  he  was  for  every  good  purpose, 
and  how  effectual  an  instrument  he  was  made  for  every 
bad  one 

[Adjourned. 
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TRIAL. 

SATURDAY,  14th  JUNE,  1794. 


eighth  dat  of  beplt. 
(Mb.  Bubke.) 
My  Lobds, — Your  lordships  heard,  upon  the  last  day  of 
the  meeting  of  this  high  court,  tne  distribution  of  the  several 
matters  wmch^I  should  have  occasion  to  lay  before  you,  and 
by  which  I  resolved  to  guide  myself  in  the  examination  of 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings  with  regard  to  Bengal.  I 
stated,  that  I  should  first  show  the  manner  in  which  he  com- 
ported himself  with  regard  to  the  people  who  were  found 
in  possession  of  the  government  when  we  first  entered  into 
Bengal.  We  have  shown  to  your  lordships  the  progressive 
steps  by  which  the  native  government  was  brought  into  a 
state  of  annihilation.  We  have  stated  the  manner  in  which 
that  government  was  solemnly  declared  by  a  court  of  justice 
to  be  depraved  and  incompetent  to  act,  and  dead  in  law.  We 
have  shown  to  your  lordships  (and  we  have  referred  you  to 
the  document)  that  its  deatn  was  declared,  upon  a  certificate 
of  the  principal  attending  phvsidan  of  the  state,  namely,  Mr. 
Warren  Hastin&ps  himseS' ;  this  was  declared  in  an  affidavit 
made  by  him,  wnerein  he  has  gone  through  all  the  powers  of 

fovemment,  of  which  he  had  regularly  despoiled  the  Nabob 
lobarick  ul  Dowlah  part  by  part,  exactly  according  to  the 
ancient  formula  by  which  a  degraded  knight  was  despoiled 
of  his  knighthood ;  they  took,  I  say,  from  him  all  the  powers 
of  government,  article  by  article,  his  helmet,  his  shield,  his 
cuirass,  at  last  they  hacked  off  his  spurs,  and  left  him  no- 
thing. Mr.  Hastings  laid  down  all  the  premises,  and  left  the 
judges  to  draw  the  conclusion. 

1  our  lordships  will  remark  (for  you  will  find  it  on  your 
minutes),  that  the  judges  have  declared  this  affidavit  of  Mr. 
Hastings  to  be  a  delicate  affidavit  We  have  heard  of  affi- 
davits that  were  true ;  we  have  heard  of  affidavits  that  were 
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perjured ;  but  this  is  tbe  first  instance  that  has  come  to  our 
knowledge  (and  we  receive  it  as  a  proof  of  Indian  refine- 
ment) of  a  delicate  affidavit.  This  affidavit  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
we  shall  show  to  your  lordships,  is  not  entitled  to  the  descrip- 
tion of  a  good  afBdavit,  however  it  might  be  entitled,  in  the 
opinion  of  those  judges,  to  the  description  of  a  delicate  affida- 
vit, a  phrase  by  which  thfey  -appear  to  have  meant  that  he  had 
furnished  all  the  proofs  of  the  Nabob's  deposition,  but  had 
delicately  avoided  to  declare  him  expressly  deposed.  The 
judges  drew,  however,  this  indelicate  conclusion;  the  con- 
clusion they  drew  was  founded  upon  the  premises ;  it  was 
very  just  and  logical ;  for  they  declared  that  he  was  a  mere 
cypher.  Hhey  commended  Mr.  Hastings's  delicacy,  thot^ 
they  did  not  imitate  it ;  but  they  pronounced  sentence  (rf 
deposition  upon  the  said  Nabob,*  and  they  declared  that  any 
lelier  or  paper  that  was  produced  from  him  could  not  be  con- 
sidered as  an  act  of  government.  So  effectually  was  he  re^ 
moved  by  the  judges  out  of  the  way,  that  no  minority,  no 
insanity,  no  physical  cicumstances,  not  even  death  itself, 
could  put  a  man  more  completely  out  of  sight.  They  de- 
clare that  they  would  consider  his  letters  in  no  other  light 
than  as  the  letters  of  the  Company,  represented  by  the  Go- 
vernor-General and  council.  Thus,  then,  we  find  the  Nabob 
legally  dead. 

We  find  next,  that  he  was  politically  dead.  Mr.  Hasting, 
not  satisfied  with  the  affidavit  he  made  in  court,  has  thou^t 
proper  upon  record  to  inform  the  Company  and  the  world  of 
what  he  considered  him  to  be  civilly  and  politically. — [Minute 
entered  by  the  Governor-General :  j — "  The  Govemor-G^neral. 
I  object  to  this  motion  [a  motion  relative  to  the  trial  above 
alluded  to],  because  I  do  not  apprehend  that  the  declaration  of 
the  judges,  respecting  the  Nabob's  sovereignty,  will  involve 
this  government  in  any  difficulties  with  the  Irench  or  other 
foreign  nations."  [Mark,  my  lords,  these  political  effects.] 
"  How  little  the  screen  of  the  Nabob's  name  has  hitherto 
availed  will  appear  in  the  frequent  and  inconclusive  corre- 
spondence which  has  been  maintained  with  the  foreign  settle- 
ments, the  French  especially,  since  the  Company  have  thought 
proper  to  stand  forth  in  their  real  character  in  the  eKercUse  of 
the  dewanny.  From  that  period  the  government  of  these 
provinces'  has  been  wholly  theirs,  nor  can  all  the  subtilties 
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and  distinctions  of  political  sophistry  conceal  the  possession 
of  power,  where  the  exercise  of  it  is  openlj  practised  and 
nniversaUy  felt  in  its  operation. — In  deference  to  the  com- 
mands of  the  Company,  we  have  generaUy  endeavoured,  in  all 
our  correspcmdence  with  foreigners,  to  evade  the  direct  avowal 
of  our  possessing  the  actual  rule  of  the  country ;  employing 
t^  unapplied  term  government  for  the  power  to  which  we 
exacted  tiieir  suhmission ;  but  I  do  not  remember  any  in- 
stance, and  I  hope  none  will  be  found,  of  our  having  been  so 
disingenuous  as  to  disclaim  our  own  power,  or  to  affirm  that 
the  Nabob  was  the  real  sovereign  of  those  provinces.  In 
ejIKact  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  tlutt  I  look  upon  this  state  of 
indecision  to  have  been  productive  of  all  the  embarrassments 
which  we  have  experienced  with  the  forisign  settlements; 
none  of  them  have  ever  owned  any  dominion  but  that  of  the 
British  government  in  these  provinces.  Mr.  Chevalier  has 
repeatedly  declared  that  he  will  not  acknowledge  any  other, 
but  will  look  to  that  only  for  the  support  of  the  privileges 
possessed  by  his  nation,  and  shall  protest  against  that  alone 
as  responsible  for  any  act  of  power  by  which  their  privileges 
may  be  violated  or  their  property  disturbed.  The  Dutch,  the 
Danes,  have  severally  applied  to  this  government,  as  to  the 
ruling  power,  for  the  grant  of  indulgences  and  the  redress  of 
their  grievances.  In  our  replies  to  all,  we  have  constantly 
assumed  the  prerogatives  of  that  character,  but  eluded  the 
direct  avowal  of  it ;  under  the  name  of  influence,  we  have 
offered  them  protection,  and  we  have  granted  th^n  the  in- 
dulgences of  government,  under  elusive  expressions,  some- 
times applied  to  our  treaties  with  the  Nabobs,  sometimes  to 
our  own  rights  as  the  dewan,  sometimes  openly  declaring  the 
virtual  rule  which  we  held  of  these  provinces,  we  have  con- 
tended with  them  for  the  rights  of  government,  and  threat* 
ened  to  repel  with  force  the  encroachments  on  it ;  we,  in  one 
or  two  instances,  have  actually  put  these  threats  into  execu- 
tion, by  orders  cUrectly  issued  to  the  officers  of  government, 
and  enforced  by  detachments  from  our  own  military  forces. 
The  Nabob  was  never  consulted,  nor  was  the  pretence  ever 
made  that  his  ordars  or  concurrence  were  necessary;  in  a 
word,  we  have  always  allowed  ourselves  to  be  treated  as  prin- 
cipals ;  we  have  treated  as  principals ;  but  we  have  contented 
ourselves  with  letting  our  actions  insinuate  the  character 


d  by  Google 


328      .    .^iSHeoh  in  the  impeachment  op 

\?hicE"we  effectually  possessed,  without  asserting  it. — For 
my  own  part,  I  have  ever  considered  the  reserve  which  has 
b^n  enjoined  on  us  in  this  respect  as  a  consequence  of  the 
doubts  which  have  long  prevailed,  and  which  are  still  suffered 
to  subsist,  respecting  the  rights  of  the  British  government 
and  the  Company  to  the  property  and  dominion  of  these  pro- 
vinces, not  as  inferring  a  doubt  vrith  respect  to  any  foreign 
power ;  it  has,  however,  been  productive  of  great  inconveni- 
ences, it  has  prevented  our  actmg  with  vigour  in  our  disputes 
with  the  Dutch  and  French.  The  former  refuse  to  thi»  day 
the  payment  of  the  bahor  pescush,  although  the  right  is  in^ 
contestably  against  them,  and  we  have  threatened  to  enforce 
it.  Both  nations  refuse  to  be  bound  by  our  decrees,  or  to 
submit  to  our  regulations ;  they  refuse  to  submit  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  duties  on  the  foreign  commerce,  but  in  their  own 
way,  which  amounts  almost  to  a  total  exemption ;  they  refuse 
to  submit  to  the  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  which  is  levied  upon 
foreign  salt,  by  which  (unless  a  stop  can  be  put  to  it  by^  a 
more  decisive  rule)  they  wiU  draw  the  whole  of  that  un- 
portant  trade  into  their  own  colonies ;  and  even  in  the  single 
instance  in  which  they  have  allowed  us  to  prescribe  to  them, 
namely,  the  embargo  on  grain  on  the  apprehension  of  a 
dearth,  I  am  generally  persuaded  that  they  acquiesced  from 
the  secret  design  of  taking  the  advantage  of  the  general  sus- 
pension, by  exporting  grain  clandestinely  under  cover  of  their 
colours,  which  they  knew  would  screen  them  from  the  rigor- 
ous examination  of  our  officers.  We  are  precluded  from  form- 
ing many  arrangements  of  general  utility,  because  of  their 
want  of  control  over  the  European  settlement ;  and  a  great 
part  of  the  defects  which  subsist  in  the  government  and 
commercial  state  of  the  country  are  ultimately  derived  from 
this  source.  I  have  not  the  slightest  suspicion  that  a  more 
open  and  decided  conduct  would  expose  us  to  worse  conse- 
quences from  the  European  nations;  on  the  contrary,  we 
have  the  worst  of  the  argument,  while  we  contend  with  themi 
under  false  colours,  while  they  know  us  under  the  disguise, 
and  we  have  not  the  confidence  to  disown  it ;  what  we  have 
done  and  may  do  under  an  assumed  character  is  full  as  likely 
to  involve  us  in  a  war  with  France,  a  nation  not  much  in- 
fluenced by  logical  weapons,  if  such  can  be  supposed  to  be 
the  likely  consequences  of  our  own  trifling  disagreement  widi 
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them,  as  if  we  stood  forth  their  avowed  opponents, 
dude,  instead  of  regretting,  with  Mr.  Francis,  the  occasion 
which  deprives  us  of  so  useless  and  hurtful  a  disguise,  I 
should  rather  rejoice  (were  it  really  the  case),  and  consider 
it  as  a  crisis  which  freed  the  constitution  of  our  government 
from  one  of  its  greatest  defects." 

Now,  my  lords,  the  delicacy  of  the  affidavit  is  no  more — 
the  great  arcanum  of  the  state  is  avowed — ^it  is  avowed  that 
the  government  is  ours — that  the  Nahob  is  nothing.  It  is 
avowed  to  foreign  nations  ;  and  the  disguise  which  we  have 
put  on,  Mr.  Hastings  states,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  hurtful  to 
the  affairs  of  the  Company.  Here  we  perceive  the  exaet  and 
the  perfect  agreement  between  his  character  as  a  delicate 
affidavit  maker  in  a  court  of  justice,  and  his  indelicate  declar- 
ations upon  the  records  of  the  Company  for  the  information 
of  the  whole  world,  concerning  the  real  arcanum  of  the 
Bengal  government. 

Now  I  cannot  help  praising  his  consistency  upon  this  occa- 
sipn,  whether  his  policy  was  right  or  wrong ;  hitherto  we  find 
the  whole  consistent,  we  find  the  affidavit  perfectly  supported. 
The  inferences,  which  delicacy  at  first  prevented  him  from  pro- 
ducing, better  recollection  and  more  perfect  policy  made  him 
here  avow.  In  this  state  things  continued.  The  Nabob,  your 
lOTdships  see,  is  dead — dead  in  law— dead  in  politics — dead 
in  a  court  of  justice — dead  upon  the  records  of  the  Company. 
Except  in  mere  animal  existence,  it  is  all  over  with  him. 

I  have  now  to  state  to  your  lordships,  that  Mr.  Hastings, 
who  has  the  power  of  putting  even  to  death  in  this  way, 
possesses  likewise  the  art  of  restoring  to  life.  But  what  is 
the  medicine  that  revives  them  ? — ^Your  lordships,  I  am  sure, 
will  be  glad  to  know  what  nostrum,  not  hitherto  pretended 
to  by  quacks  in  physic,  by  quacks  in  politics,  nor  by  quacks 
in  law,  will  serve  to  revive  this  man,  to  cover  his  dead  bones 
with  flesh,  and  to  give  him  life,  activity,  and  vigour.  My 
lords,  I  am  about  to  teU  you  an  instance  of  a  recipe  of  such 
infEdlible  efficacy  as  was  never  before  discovered.  His  cure 
for  all  disorders  is  disobedience  to  the  commands  of  his  law- 
ful superiors.  When  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors  are 
contrary  to  his  own  opinions,  he  forgets  them  all.  Let  the 
court  of  directors  but  declare  in  favour  of  his  own  system  and 
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his  own  positions,  and  that  very  moment,  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  declaring  his  right  of  rebellion  against  the  laws  of 
his  country,  he  counteracts  them.  Then  these  dead  bones 
arise ;  or,  to  use  a  language  more  suitable  to  the  dignity  of 
the  thing,  Bayes's  men  are  all  revived.  "  Are  these  men 
dead?'*  asks  Mr.  Bayes's  friend.  "No,"  says  he,  "^^ 
shall  all  get  up  and  dance  immediately." — But  in  this  ludi- 
crous view  of  Mr.  Hastings's  conduct,  your  lordships  must 
not  lose  sight  of  its  great  importance.  You  cannot  have,  in 
a^n  abstract,  as  it  were,  any  one  thing  that  better  developes 
the  principles  of  the  man ;  that  more  fully  developes  all  the 
sources  of  his  conduct,  and  of  all  the  frauds  and  imquitiea 
which  he  has  committed,  in  order  at  one  and  the  same  time 
to  evade  his  duty  to  the  court  of  directors,  that  is  to  say,  to 
the  laws  of  his  country,  and  to  oppress,  crush,  rob,  and  ill^ 
treat  the  people  that  are  under  him. 

My  lonis,  jcm  have  had  an  account  of  the  person  who 
represented  the  Nabob's  dignity,  Mahomed  Eeza  KhsLn ;  you 
have  heard  of  the  rank  he  bore,  the  wifferings  that  he  went 
through,  his  trial  and  honourable  acquittal,  and  the  Company's 
order,  that  the  first  opportuni^  should  be  taken  to  appomt 
him  naib  soubah,  or  deputy  of  the  Nabob,  and  more  especially 
to  represent  him  in  the  administering  of  justice.  Your  lord- 
ships are  also  acquainted  with  what  was  done  in  consequence 
of  those  orders  by  the  council-general,  in  the  restoration  and 
reestablishment  of  the  executive  power  in  this  person ;  not 
in  the  poor  Nabob,  a  poor,  helpless,  ill-bred,  ill*eaucated  boy, 
but  in  the  first  Mussulman  of  the  country,  who  had  before 
exercised  the  office  of  naib  soubah,  or  deputy  viceroy,  in  or- 
der to  give  some  degree  of  support  to  the  expiring  honour  and 
justice  of  that  country.  The  majority,  namely,  Genend 
Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Erands,  whose  names,  as 
I  have  before  said,  will,  for  obedience  to  the  Company,  fideli- 
ty to  the  laws,  honour  to  themselves,  and  a  purity  untouched 
and  unimpeached,  stand  distinguished  and  honoured,  in  spite 
of  all  the  corrupt  and  barking  virulence  of  India  against 
them.  These  men,  I  say,  obeyed  the  Company ;  they  had 
no  secret  or  fraudulent  connexion  with  Mahomed  Beza 
Kh^n ;  but  they  reinstated  him  in  his  office. 

The  moment  that  real  death  had  carried  aw^  two  of  the 
most  virtuous  of  this  community,  and  that  Mr.  Hastings  was 
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thereby  reestablished  in  his  power,  he  returned  to  his  former 
state  of  rebellion  to  the  Company,  and  of  fraud  and  oppres- 
sion upon  the  people.  And  here  we  come  to  the  revivificat- 
ing  medicine.  1  forgot  to  tell  your  lordships  that  this  Nabob, 
whose  letters  were  declared  by  a  court  of  law,  with  his  own 
approbation,  to  be  in  effect  letters  of  the  Govemor-Gbneral 
imd  council,  concludes  a  formal  application  transmitted  to 
them,  a^d  dated  17th  November,  1777,  with  a  demand  of  the 
restoratiim  of  his  rights.  Mr.  Hastings  upon  this  enters  the 
following  minute: — ^**The  Nabob's  demands  are  grounded 
upon  positive  rights,  which  will  not  admit  of  a  discussion ; 
he  has  an  incontestable  right  to  the  management  of  his  own 
household ;  he  has  an  incontestable  right  to  the  nizamut." 

My  lords,  you  have  heard  his  affidavit,  you  have  heard  his 
svowed  and  recorded  opinion,  in  direct  defiance  of  both, 
because  he  wishes  to  make  doubtful  the  orders  of  the  Com- 
pany and  to  evade  his  duty,  he  here  makes  without  any  deli- 
cacy a  declaration,  which,  if  it  be  true,  the  affidavit  is  a  gross 
perjury,  let  it  be  managed  with  what  delicacy  he  pleases. 
The  word  nizamut,  which  he  uses,  may  be  unfamiliar  to 
your  lordships.  In  India  it  sixties  the  whole  executive 
government,  though  the  word  strictly  means  viceroyalty ;  all 
the  princes  of  that  country  holding  their  dominions  as  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Mogul,  the  great  nominal  sovereign  of  the 
empire.  To  convince  you  that  it  does  so,  take  his  own  ex- 
planation of  it. — "  It  is  his  by  inheritance ;  the  adowlet  and 
the  fousdany  having  been  repeatedly  declared  by  the  Com- 
pany and  by  this  government  to  appertain  to  the  nizamut 
The  adowlet,  namdy,  the  distribution  of  civil  justice ;  and 
the  fouzdarry,  namely,  the  executive  criminal  justice  of  that 
cofon^,  that  is  to  say,  the  whole  sovereign  government  of 
the  courts  of  justice,  have  been  declared  by  the  Company  to 
f^pertain  to  the  nizamut.'' 

I  beg  of  your  lordships  to  recollect,  when  you  take  into 
your  consideration  the  charges  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
that  the  person  they  accuse,  and  persons  suborned  by  him, 
have  never  scrupled  to  be  guilty,  without  sense  of  shame,  of 
the  most  notorious  falsehoods,  the  most  glaring  inconsisten- 
cies,  and  even  of  perjury  itself;  and  that  it  is  thus  they  make 
the  power  of  the  Company  dead  or  alive,  as  best  suits  their 
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own  wicked,  clandestine,  and  fraudulent  purposes,  and  the 
great  end  of  all  their  actions  and  all  their  politics,  plunder 
and  peculation. 

I  must  here  refer  your  lordships  to  a  minute  of  Mr.  Fran- 
cis's, which  I  recommend  to  your  reading  at  large,  and  to 
your  very  serious  recollection,  in  page  1086 ;  because  it  con- 
tains a  complete  history^  of  Mr.  Hastings's  conduct,  and  of  its 
effects  upon  this  occasion. 

And  now  to  proceed.  The  Nabob,  in  a  subsequent  appli- 
cation to  the  Company's  government  at  Calcutta,  desires  that 
Munny  Be^um  mav  De  idlowed  to  take  on  herself  the  whole 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  nizamut  (not  the  superi- 
ority in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  seraglio  only, 
though  this  would  have  been  a  t3rrannical  usiurpation  of  the 
power  belonging  to  the  legitimate  mother  of  the  Nabob), 
without  the  interference  of  any  person  whatever;  and  he 
adds,  that  by  this  the  Governor  wiU  give  him  complete  satis- 
faction. In  all  fraudulent  correspondences,  you  are  sure  to 
find  the  true  secret  of  it  at  last.  It  has  been  said  by  some- 
body, that  the  true  sense  of  a  letter  is  to  be  learnt  troxn  its 
postscript.  But  this  matter  is  so  clumsily  managed,  that  in 
contempt  of  all  decency,  the  first  thing  the  Nabob  does  is  to 
desire  he  may  be  put  mto  the  hands  of  Munny  Begum,  and 
that  without  the  interference  of  anybody  whatever. 

The  next  letter,  immediately  following  on  the  heels  of  the 
former,  was  received  by  the  council  on  the  12th  of  February, 
1778.  In  this  letter  he  desires  that  Mahomed  Beza  Khan 
may  be  removed  from  his  office  in  the  government ;  and  he 
expresses  his  hopes,  that  as  he  himself  is  now  come  to  years 
of  maturitv,  and  by  the  blessing  of  God  is  not  so  devoid  of 
understanding  as  to  be  incapable  of  conducting  his  affairs ; 
he  says, "  I  am  therefore  hopeful,  from  your  frvour  and  regard 
to  justice,  that  you  will  deuver  me  from  the  authority  of  the 
aforesaid  Mahomed  Eeza  Khdn,  and  give  your  permission  that 
I  take  on  myself  the  management  of  the  adowlet  and  fouz- 
darrjr." — There  is  no  doubt  of  this  latter  application,  in  con- 
tradiction to  the  former;  having  arisen  from  a  suspicion  that 
the  appointment  of  Munny  Begum  would  be  too  gross,  and 
would  shock  the  council ;  and  Mr.  Hastings  therefore  orders 
the  second  letter  to  be  written  from  the  Nabob,  in  which  he 
claims  the  powers  of  government  for  himself.     Then  follows 
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a  letter  from  tlie  Goremor- General,  informing  the  Nabob,  that 
it  bad  been  agreed  that  his  excellency  being  now  arrived  at 
years  of  maturity,  the  control  of  his  own  household,  and  the 
courts  dependent  on  the  nizamut  and  fouzdarry,  should  be 
l^aced  in  his  hands ;  and  Mahomed  Eeza  Khsln  was  directed, 
at  the  same  time,  to  resign  his  authority  to  the  Nabob. 

Here  your  lordships  see  Munny  Begum,  in  effect,  com- 
pletely invested  with,  and  you  will  see  how  she  has  used  her 
?ower ;  for  I  suppose  your  lordships  are  sick  of  the  name  of 
lral)ob,  as  a  real  actor  in  the  government.  You  now  sec  the 
true  parties  in  the  transaction,  namely,  the  lover,  Warren 
Hastings,  Esq. ;  and  Munny  Begum,  the  object  of  his  passion 
and  flame ;  to  which  he  sacrifices  as  much  as  Antony  ever 
did  to  CleopatM.  Tou  see  the  object  of  his  love  and  affec- 
tion placed  m  the  administration  of  the  viceroyalty ;  you  see 
placed  at  her  disposal  the  administration  of  the  civil  judica- 
ture and  of  the  executory  justice,  together  with  the  salary 
which  was  intended  for  Mahomed  Eeza  Khin. 

Your  lordships  will  be  pleased  to  remember,  that  this  dis- 
tribution of  the  Nabob's  government  was  made  in  direct  de- 
fiance of  the  orders  of  the  Company.  And  as  a  further  proof 
of  this  defiance,  it  will  not  escape  your  lordships,  that,  before 
this  measure  was  carried  into  execution,  Mr.  Barwell  being 
one  day  absent  from  the  council,  Mr.  Hastings  fell  into  a  mi- 
noTity ;  and  it  was  agreed,  upon  that  occasion,  that  the  whole 
affair  should  be  referred  home  to  the  court  of  directors,  and 
that  no  arrangement  should  be  made  till  the  directors  had 
given  their  opinion.  Mr.  Hastings,  the  very  moment  after 
Mr.  Barwell' s  return  to  his  seat  in  the  council,  rescinds  this 
resolution,  which  subjected  the  orders  of  the  court  of  direct- 
ors to  their  own  reconsideration ;  and  he  hurries  headlong 
and  precipitately  into  the  execution  of  his  first  determination. 
Your  lordships  will  also  see,  in  this  act,  what  sort  of  use  Mr. 
Hastings  made  of  the  council ;  and  I  have  therefore  insisted 
upon  ail  these  practices  of  the  prisoner  at  jom^  bar,  because 
there  is  not  one  of  them  in  which  some  prmciple  of  govern- 
ment is  not  wounded,  if  not  mortally  wounded. 

My  lords,  we  have  laid  before  you  the  consequences  of  this 
proceeding.  We  have  shown  what  passed  withiti  the  walls 
of  the  seraglio,  and  what  tyranny  was  exercised  bv  this 
woman  over  the  multitude  of  women  there.     I  shall  now 
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show  your  lordships  in  what  maimer  she  made  use  of  her 
power  over  the  supreme  judicatwre,  to  peculate,  and  to  de- 
stroy the  country ;  and  I  shall  adduce^  as  proofs  of  this  abuse 
of  h^  authority,  the  fietcts  I  am  about  to  relate,  and  of  which 
there  is  evidence  before  your  lordships.  There  was  an  oe- 
tensible  man,  named  Sudder  ul  Hoe  KMn,  placed  there  at 
the  head  of  the  administration  of  justice,  with  a  salary  of 
£7000  a  year  of  the  Company's  money.  This  mau^  in  a 
letter  to  the  G-ovemor- General  and-  council,  received  the  let 
of  September,  1778,  says, — "  His  highness  himself  [the  Na- 
bob] IS  not  deficient  in  regard  for  me,  but  cert^  bad  men 
have  gained  an  ascendency  over  his  temper,  by  whose  insti- 
gation he  acts."  You  wiU  see,  my  lords,  how  this  poor  man 
was  crippled  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  and»dishonoured  by 
the  corruption  of  this  woman  and  her  eunuchs,  to  whom  Mr. 
Hastings  had  given  the  supreme  government,  and  with  it  an 
uncontrolled  influence  over  all  the  dependent  parts.  After 
tlius  complaining  of  the  slights  he  receives  from  the  Nabob, 
he  adds,  *'  Thus  they,  cause  the  Nabob  to  treat  me,  sometimes 
with  indignity,  and  others  with  kindness,  just  as  they  think 
proper  to  advise  him ;  their  view  is  that,  by  compelling  me  to 
displeasure  at  such  unworthy  treatment,  they  may  force  me 
either  to  relinquish  my  station,  or  to  join  with  them  and  act 
with  their  advice,  and  appoint  creatures  of  their  reconuneod- 
ation  to  the  different  offices,  from  which  they  might  draw  pro- 
fit to  themselves." — ^In  a  subsequent  letter  to  the  G^ovemor, 
Sudder  ul  Hoe  Kh&n  says,  "  The  Begum's  ministers,  before 
my  arrival,  with  the  advice  of  their  counsellors,  caused  the 
Nabob  to  sign  a  receipt,  in  consequence  of  which  they  re- 
ceived, at  two  different  times,  near  50,000  rupees,  in  the 
name  of  the  officers  of  the  adowlet,  fouzdarry,  &c.,  from 
the  Company's  sircar ;  and  having  drawn  up  an  account  cur- 
rent in  tne  manner  they  wished,  they  got  the  Nabob  to  sign 
it,  and  then  sent  it  to  me."  In  the  same  letter  he  asserts, 
that  these  people  have  the  Nabob  entirely  in  their  power. 

Now,  I  have  only  to  remark  to  your  lordships,  that  the 
first  and  immediate  operation  of  Mr.  Hastings's  regulation, 
which  put  everything  into  the  hands  of  this  wicked  woman 
for  her  corrupt  purposes,  was,  that  the  office  of  chief  justice 
was  trampled  upon  and  depraved,  and  made  use  of  to  plun- 
der the  Company  of  money  which  was  appropriated  to  their 
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own  uses ;  and  that  the  person  ostensibly  holding  this  office 
was  forced  to  become  the  instrument  in  the  himds  of  this 
wicked  woman  and  her  two  wicked  eunuehs.  This  then 
was  the  representation  which  the  chief  justice  made  to  Mr. 
Hastings  as  one  of  the  rery  first  fruits  of  his  new  arrange- 
ment. I  am  now  to  tell  you  what  his  next  step  was.  Thid 
same  Mr.  Hastings,  who  had  made  the  Nabob  master  of  every- 
thing, and  placed  eyerything  at  his  disposal,  who  had  main- 
tained that  the  Nabob  was  not  to  act  a  secondary  part,  and 
to  be  a  mere  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  Company,  who 
had,  as  you  have  seen,  revived  the  Nabob,  now  puts  him  to 
death  again.  He  pretends  to  be  shocked  at  these  proceedings 
of  the  Nabob,  and  not  being  able  to  prevent  their  coming 
before  the  council  of  the  directors  at.  nome,  he  immediately 
took  Sudder  ul  Hoe  Khdn  under  his  protection. 

Now  your  lordships  see  Mr.  Hastings  appearing  in  his  own 
character  again ;  exercising  the  power  he  nad  pretended  to 
abdicate,  whilst  the  Nabob  sinks  and  subsides  under  him. 
He  becomes  the  supporter  of  Suddwul  Hoe  Kh^,  now  that 
the  infemy  of  the  treatment  he  received  could  no  longer  be 
concealed  from  the  council.  On  the  1st  of  September,  1778, 
the  Governor  informs  the  Nabob,  **  that  it  is  highly  expedient 
that  Sudder  id  Hoe  Kh^  should  have  full  control  in  all 
matters  relative  to  his  office,  fmd  the  sole  appointment  and 
dismission  of  the  sudder  and  molussal  officers ;  and  that  his 
seal  and  signature  should  be  authentic  to  all  papers  having 
relation  to  the  business  intrusted  to  him ;  I  therefore  in- 
timate to  you  that  he  should  appoint  and  dismiss  all  the 
officers  under  him,  and  that  your  excellency  should  not  inter- 
fere in  any  one." 

The  Nabob,  in  a  letter  to  the  Governor  received  the  3rd  of 
September,  1778,  says,  "  Agreeably  to  your  pleasure,  I  have 
relmquished  all  concern  with  the  affairs  of  the  fouzdarry  and 
adowlet,  leaving  the  entire  management  in  Sudder  ul  Hoe 
Khdn's  hands." — Here  you  see  the  Nabob  again  reduced  to 
his  fwmer  state  of  subordination.  This  chief  justiceship, 
which  was  declared  to  be  his  inherent  right,  he  is  obliged  to 
submit  tp  the  control  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and  to  declare  that  he 
will  not  interfere  at  all  in  a  matter  which  Mr.  Hastings  had 
declared  to  be  his  incommunicable  attribute.    I  do  not  say 
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that  Mr.  Hastings  interfered  improperly.  Certainly  it  was 
not  fit  that  the  highest  court  of  justice  in  all  Bengal  should 
be  made  the  instrument  of  the  rapacity  of  a  set  of  villains, 
with  a  prostitute  at  their  head ;  just  as  if  a  gang  of  thieves 
in  England  with  their  prostitutes  at  their  head  should  seize 
the  judge  which  ought  to  punish  them,  and  endeavour  to  make 
use  of  his  name  in  their  iniquitous  transactions.  But  your 
lordships  will  find  that  Mr.  Hastings  is  here  acting  a  merely 
ostensiole  part,  and  that  he  has  always  a  means  of  defeating 
privately  what  he  declares  publicly  to  be  his  intention.  Tour 
lordships  will  see  soon  how  this  ended.  Mr.  Hastings  gets 
the  Nabob  to  give  up  all  his  authority  over  the  chief  justice ; 
but  he  says  not  one  word  of  Munny  Begum,  the  person  who 
had  the  real  authority  in  her  hands,  and  who  was  not  for- 
bidden to  interfere  with  him. — Mr.  Hastings's  order  is  dated 
the  1st  September,  1778.  On  the  3rd  of  September,  the 
Nabob  is  said  to  have  relinquished  all  concern  with  Sudder 
ul  Hoe  Kh^.  In  a  letter  received  the  30th  of  September 
(that  is,  about  27  days  after  the  date  of  Mr.  Hastings's  order), 
you  will  see  how  this  pretended  order  was  managed.  Sudder 
ul  Hoe  Kh^  thus  writes  in  a  letter  received  the  30th  of 
September : — "  Tattibar  Ali  Kh^  (Munny  Begum's  chief 
eunuch),  from  the  amount  of  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the 
adowlet  and  fouzdarry,  which  before  my  arrival  he  had  re- 
ceived for  two  months  from  the  sircar,  made  disbursements 
according  to  his  own  pleasure.  He  had  before  caused  the 
sum  of  7400  rupees,  on  account  of  the  price  of  mine  and  my 
paishcars  kelants,  to  be  carried  to  account,  and  now  continu- 
ally sends  a  man  to  demand  from  me  43()0  and  odd  rupees, 
as  a  balance  of  the  price  of  kelants,  and  constantly  presses 
me  to  take  it  from  the  amount  of  the  salaries  of  the  officers 
of  the  adowlet  and  fouzdarry  and  send  it  to  him,  and  I  shall 
be  under  the  necessity  of  complying.  I  mention  this  for 
your  information." 

My  lords,  you  see  again  how  Mr.  Hastings's  pretended 
orders  were  obeyed ;  thev  were  orders  addressed  to  the  Na- 
bob, whom  he  Knew  to  be  nothing,  and  who  could  neither 
control  nor  take  the  least  share  in  the  execution  of  them ;  but 
he  leaves  the  thing  loose  as  to  Munny  Begum  and  her  eu- 
nuchs, who  he  knew  could  alone  carry  them  into  effect.  Your 
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lordships  see  that  the  first  use  made  of  the  restored  authority 
of  the  Nabob  was  under  various  pretences  to  leave  the  sala- 
ries of  the  officers  of  government  improvided  for ;  to  rob  the 
public  treasury,  and  to  give  the  Company's  money  to  the  eu- 
nuchs who  were  acting  in  the  manner  I  have  stated  to  you. 

Information  of  these  proceedings  reaches  Calcutta;  —  a 
r^ular  complaint  from  a  person  in  the  highest  situation  in 
tl^  government  is  made,  and  the  G-ovemor- General  is  obliged 
again  to  take  up  the  matter ;  and  I  shall  now  read  to  your 
lordships  a  letter  of  the  10th  of  October,  1778,  which  con- 
tains a  representation,  so  pointed  and  so  very  just,  of  the 
fatal  effects  which  his  interference  in  the  administration  of 
justice  had  produced,  as  not  to  stand  in  need  of  any  com- 
ment from  me.     It  speaks  too  plainly  to  require  any. 

The  Governor-General's  letter  to  the  Nabob : — "  At  your 
excellency's  request,  I  sent  Sudder  ul  Hoe  Khsln  to  take  on 
him  the  administration  of  the  affiurs  of  the  adowlet  and  fouz- 
darry,  and  hoped  by  that  means  not  only  to  have  given  satis- 
faction to  your  excellency,  but  that  through  his  abilities  and 
experience  these  affairs  would  have  been  conducted  in  such 
manner  as  to  have  secured  the  peace  of  the  country  and  the 
happiness  of  the  people ;  and  it  is  with  the  greatest  concern 
I  learn  that  this  measure  is  so  far  from  being  attended  with 
the  expected  advantages,  that  the  affairs  both  of  the  fouz- 
darry  and  adowlet  are  in  the  greatest  confusion  imaginable, 
and  daily  robberies  and  murders  are  perpetrated  throughout 
the  country.  This  is  evidently  owing  to  the  want  of  a  proper 
authority  in  the  person  appointed  to  superintend  them.  I 
therefore  addressed  your  excellency,  on  the  importance  and 
delicacy  of  the  affairs  in  question,  and  of  the  necessity  of 
.lodging  full  power  in  the  hands  of  the  person  chosen  to  ad- 
minister them :  in  reply  to  which  your  excellency  expressed 
sentiments  coincident  with  mine ;  notwithstanding  which 
your  dependants  and  people,  actuated  by  selfish  and  avaricious 
views,  have  by  their  mterference  so  impeded  the  business,  as 
to  throw  the  whole  country  into  a  state  of  confusion,  from 
which  nothing  can  retrieve  it  but  an  unlimited  power  lodged 
in  the  hands  of  the  superintendent.  I  therefore  request  that 
your  excellency  will  give  the  strictest  injunctions  to  all  your 
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cUa)endaiit8  not  to  interfere  in  any  manner  with  any  matter 
relatiye  to  the  affairs  of  the  adowlet  and  fouzdarry,  and  that 
you  will  yourself  relinquish  all  interference  therein,  and 
leave  them  entirely  to  the  management  of  Sudder  ul  Hoe 
Kh^.  This  is  absolutely  necessary  to  restore  the  country 
to  a  state  of  tranquillity ;  and  if  your  excellency  has  any  plaa 
to  propose  for  the  management  of  the  affairs  in  future,  be 
pleased  to  communicate  it  to  me,  and  every  attention  shall  be 
paid  to  give  your  excellency  satiafijction." 

My  lords,  I  think  I  have  read  enough  to  you  for  our 
present  purpose ;  referring  your  lordships  for  fuller  inform- 
tion  to  your  minutes,  page  1086,  which  I  beg  you  to  read 
with  the  greatest  attention. 

I  must  again  beg  your  lordships  to  remark,  that  thouffk 
Mr.  Hastings  has  the  impudence  still  to  pretend  that  he 
wishes  for  the  restoration  of  order  and  justice  in  the  country, 
yet,  instead  of  writing  to  Munny  B^^m  upon  the  business, 
whom  he  knew  to  be  the  very  object  complained  of,  and 
whose  eunuchs  are  expressly  mentioned  in  the  complaint,  he 
writes  to  the  Nabob,  whom  he  knew  to  be  a  pageant  in  his 
own  court  and  government,  and  whose  name  was  not  even 
mentioned  in  i£is  last  complaint.  Not  one  word  is  said, 
even  in  this  letter  to  the  Nabob,  of  Munny  Begum  or  of  her 
eunuchs.  My  lords,  when  you  consider  his  tjwit  support  of 
the  authors  of  the  grievance,  and  his  ostensible  application 
for  redress  to  the  man  who,  he  knew,  never  authorized  and 
could  not  redress  the  grievance,  you  must  conclude  that  he 
meant  to  keep  the  country  in  the  same  state  for  his  own  cor- 
rupt purposes.  In  this  state  the  country  in  fact  continued; 
Munny  Begum  and  her  eunuchs  continued  to  administer  and 
squander  the  Company's  money,  as  well  as  the  Nabob's; 
robberies  and  murders  continued  to  prevail  throughout  the 
country.  No  appearance  was  left  of  order,  law,  or  justice, 
from  one  end  of  Bengal  to  the  other. 

The  account  of  this  state  of  things  was  received  by  the 
court  of  directors  with  horror  and  indignation ;  on  the  27th 
of  May,  1779,  they  write,  as  you  will  find  in  page  1063  of 
your  printed  minutes,  a  letter  to  their  government  at  Cal- 
cutta, condemning  their  proceedings  and  the  removal  of  Ma- 
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homed  Eeza  Kbiin ;  and  tbey  order  that  Muimy  Begum  shall 
be  displaced,  and  Mahomed  Eeza  Kh&n  restored  again  to  the 
seat  of  justice. 

Mr.  Francis,  upon  the  arrival  of  these  reiterated  orders, 
moved  in  council  for  an  obedience  to  them.  Mr.  Hastings, 
notwithstanding  he  had  before  his  eyes  all  the  horrible  conse- 
quences that  attended  his  new  arrangement,  still  resists  that 
pK)poBition.  Bj  his  casting  voice  in  the  council  he  counter- 
orders  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  sanctions  a 
direct  disobedience  to  their  authority,  by  a  resolution  that 
Mahomed  Eeza  Kh^  should  not  be  restored  to  his  employ- 
ment, but  that  this  Sudder  ul  Hoe  Kh&n,  who  still  continued 
in  the  condition  already  described,  should  remain  in  the 
possession  of  his  office.  I  say  nothing  of  Sudder  ul  Hoe 
KhiUi ;  he  seems  to  be  very  well  disposed  to  do  his  duty,  if 
Mr.  Hastings's  arrangements  had  suffered  him  to  do  it ;  and 
indeed  if  Mahomed  Eeza  Khan  had  been  reinstated  and  no 
better  supported  by  Mr.  Hastings  than  Sudder  ul  Hoe  Kh4n, 
he  could,  probably,  have  kept  the  country  in  no  better  order, 
though  perhaps  his  name,  and  the  authority  and  weight 
which  still  adhered  to  him  in  some  degree,  migl^  have  had 
some  influence. 

My  lords,  you  have  seen  his  defiance  of  the  Company, 
you  have  seen  his  defiance  of  all  decency;  you  see  his 
open  protection  of  prostitutes  and  robbers  of  every  kind  rav- 
aging Bengal ;  you  have  seen  his  defiance  of  the  authority 
of  the  coini;  of  directors,  flatly,  directly,  and  peremptorily 
persisted  in  to  the  last.  Order  after  order  was.  reiterated,  but 
his  disobedience  arose  with  an  elastic  spring  in  proportion 
to  th^  pressure  that  was  upon  it. 

My  lords,  here  there  was  a  pause.  The  directors  had  been 
disobeyed  ;  and  you  might  suppose  that  he  would  have  been 
satisfied  with  this  act  of  disooedience.  My  lords,  he  was 
resolved  to  let  the  native  governments  of  the  countay  know 
that  he  despised  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  that 
whenever  he  pretended  to  obey  them,  in  reality  he  was  re- 
solved upon  tne  most  actual  disobedience.  An  event  now 
happened,  the  particulars  of  which  we  are  not  to  repeat  here : 
dwputes  conducted  on  Mr.  Francis's  side,  upon  no  other  prin- 
ciple, that  we  can  discover,  but  a  desire  to  obey  the  Company's 
orders,  and  to  execute  his  duty  with  fidelity  and  disinterest- 
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edness,  had  arisen  between  him  and  Mr.  Hastings.  Mr. 
Francis,  about  the  time  we  have  been  speaking  of,  finding 
resistance  was  vain,  reconciles  himself  to  him ;  but  on  the 
most  honourable  terms  as  a  public  man,  namely,  that  he  shotild 
continue  to  foUow  and  obey  the  laws,  and  to  respect  the 
authority  of  the  court  of  directors.  Upon  this  reconciliation 
it  was  agreed  that  Mahomed  Beza  KhSn  should  be  restored 
to  his  office.  Por  this  purpose  Mr.  Hastings  enters  a  minute^ 
and  writes  to  the  Nabob  an  ostensible  letter.  But  your  lord- 
ships wiU  here  see  an  instance  of  what  I  said  respecting  a 
double  current  in  all  Mr.  Hastings's  proceedings.  Even 
when  he  obeys  or  pretends  to  obey  the  Company's  orders, 
there  is  always  a  private  channel  through  which  he  defeats 
them  all. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  Nabob  Mobarick  ul  Dow* 
lah,  written  the  10th  of  February,  1780. — "  The  Company, 
whose  orders  are  peremptory,  have  directed  that  Mahomed 
Eeza  Khan  shall  be  restored  to  the  offices  he  held  in  January, 
1778  ;  it  is  my  duty  to  represent  this  to  your  excellency, 
and  to  recommend  your  compliance  with  their  request,  that 
Mahomed  Eeza  Kh^n  may  be  invested  with  the  offices 
assigned  to  him  under  the  nizamut  by  the  Company." 

Your  lordships  see  here  that  Mr.  Hastings  informs  the 
Nabob,  that  havmg  received  peremptory  orders  from  the  Corn- 
any,  he  restores  and  replaces  Mahomed  Eeza  Kh^.  Ma- 
omed  Eeza  Khan  then  is  in  possession ;  and  in  possession 
by  the  best  of  all  titles,  the  orders  of  the  Company.  Bdt  you 
will  also  see  the  manner  in  which  he  evades  his  duty,  and 
vilifies,  in  the  eyes  of  these  miserable  country  powers,  the 
authority  of  the  directors.  He  is  prepared,  as  usual,  with 
a  defeasance  of  his  own  act,  and  the  maimer  in  which  that 
defeasance  came  to  our  knowledge  is  this.  We  know  no- 
thing of  this  private  affair,  till  Mr.  Hastings,  in  his  answer 
before  the  House  of  Commons,  finding  it  necessary  to  destroy 
the  validity  of  some  of  his  own  acts,  brought  forward  Sip 
John  D'Oyley.  He  was  brought  forward  before  us,  not  as  a 
witness  in  his  own  person,  for  the  defence  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
but  as  a  narrator  who  had  been  employed  by  Mr.  Hastings  as 
a  member  of  that  council,  which,  as  you  have  heard,  drew 
up  his  defence.    My  lords,  you  have  already  seen  the  public 
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agency  of  this  business,  you  have  heard  read  the  public  let- 
ter sent  to  the  Nabob ;  there  you  see  the  ostensible  part  of 
the  transaction.  Now  hear  the  banyan,  Sir  John  D'Oyley, 
give  an  account  of  his  part  in  it,  extracted  &om  Mr.  Hast* 
ings's  defence  before  the  House  of  Commons. 

"  I  was  appointed  resident  [at  the  court  of  the  Nabob]  on 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Byam  Martin,  in  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary, 1780,  and  took  charge  about  the  beginning  of  February 
of  the  same  year.  The  substance  of  the  instructions  I  re- 
ceived was  to  endeavQur  by  every  means  in  my  power  to 
ccmciliate  the  good  opinion  and  regard  of  the  Naboo  and  his 
family,  that  I  might  oe  able  to  persuade  him  to  adopt  effect- 
ual measures  for  the  better  regulation  of  his  expenses,  which 
were  understood  to  have  greatly  exceeded  his  income  ;  that 
I  might  prevent  his  forming  improper  connexions,  or  taking 
any  steps  derogatory  to  his  rank ;  and  by  every  means  in  my 
power  support  his  credit  and  dignity  m  the  eyes  of  the 
world ;  ana  with  respect  to  the  various  branches  of  his  family, 
I  was  instructed  to  endeavour  to  put  a  stop  to  the  dissen- 
sions which  had  too  frequently  prevailed  amongst  them.  The 
Nabob  on  his  part  was  recommended  to  pay  the  same  atten- 
tion to  my  advice  as  he  would  have  done  to  that  of  the 
Gtovemor-G-eneral  in  person.  Some  time,  I  think,  in  the 
month  of  February  of  the  same  year,  I  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Hastings,  purporting  that  the  critical  situation  of  affairs 
requiring  the  union  and  utmost  exertion  of  every  member  of 
the  government  to  give  vigour  to  the  acts  necessary  for  its 
relief  he  had  agreed  to  an  accommodation  with  Mr.  Francis ; 
bnt  to  effect  this  point  he  had  been  under  the  necessity  of 
making  some  painful  sacrifices,  and  particularly  that  of  the 
restoration  of  Mahomed  Beza  KhSa  to  the  office  of  naib  sou- 
bah,  a  measure  which  he  knew  must  be  highly  disagreeable 
to  the  Nabob ;  and  which  nothing  but  the  urgent  necessity 
of  the  case  should  have  led  him  to  acquiesce  in ;  that  he  re- 
lied on  me  to  state  all  these  circumstances  in  the  most  forci- 
ble manner  to  the  Nabob,  and  to  urge  his  compliance ;  as- 
suring him  that  it  should  not  continue  longer  than  until  the 
next  advices  were  received  from  the  court  of  directors.** 

Here  Mr.  Hastings  himself  lets  us  into  the  secrets  of  his 
government.    He  writes  an  ostensible  letter  to  the  Nabob, 
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declaring  that  wbat  he  does  is  in  conformity  to  the  orders  of 
the  Company.  He  writes  a  private  letter,  in  which  he  directs 
his  agent  to  assure  the  Nabob  that  what  he  had  done  was 
not  in  compliance  with  the  orders  of  the  Company,  but  in 
consequence  of  the  arrangement  he  had  made  with  Mr.  Fran- 
cis, which  arrangement  he  thought  necessary  for  the  support 
of  his  own  personal  power.  His  design,  in  thus  explaining 
the  transaction  to  the  Nabob,  was  in  order  to  prevent  the 
native  powers  from  looking  to  any  other  authority  than  his, 
and  from  having  the  least  hopes  oi  redress  of  their  complaints 
from  the  justice  of  this  country  or  from  any  legal  power  in 
it.  He  therefore  tells  him,  that  Mahomed  Eeza  Khfin  was 
replaced  not  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Company,  but 
to  gratify  Mr.  Francis.  If  he  quarrels  with  Mr.  Francis,  he 
makes  that  a  reason  for  disobepng  the  orders  of  his  masters. 
If  he  agrees  with  him,  he  informs  the  people  concerned  in 
the  transaction  privately,  that  he  acts  not  in  consequence  of 
the  orders  that  he  has  received,  but  from  other  motives.  But 
that  is  not  all.  He  promises  that  he  will  take  the  first  op- 
portunity to  remove  Mahomed  Eeza  KhSn  from  his  office 
again.  Thus  the  country  is  to  be  replunged  into  the  same 
distracted  and  ruined  state  in  which  it  was  before.  And  all 
this  is  laid  open  fully  and  distinctly  before  you.  You  have 
it  on  the  authority  of  Sir  John  D'Oyley.  Sir  John  D*Oyley 
is  a  person  in  the  secret ;  and  one  man  who  is  in. the  secret 
is  worth  a  thousand  ostensible  persons. 

Mahomed  Eeza  Khftn,  I  must  now  tell  you,  was  accord- 
ingly reinstated  in' all  his  offices,  and  the  Nabob  was  reduced 
to  the  situation,  as  Mr.  Hastings  upon  another  occasion  de- 
scribes it,  of  a  mere  cypher.  But  mark  what  followed — mark 
what  this  Sir  John  D*Oyley  is  made  to  tell  you,  or  what 
Mr.  Hastings  tells  you  for  him ;  for  whether  Sir  John  D'Oy- 
ley has  written  this  for  Mr.  Hastings,  or  Mr.  Hastings  for 
Sir  John  D'Oyley,  I  do  not  know ;  because  they  seem,  as 
somebody  said  of  two  great  friends,  that  they  had  but  one 
will,  one  bed,  and  one  hat  between  them.  These  gentlemen 
who  compose  Mr.  Hastings's  council  have  but  one  style  of 
writing  among  them ;  so  that  it  is  impossible  for  you  to  de- 
termine by  which  of  the  masters  of  this  Eoman  school  any 
paper  was  written,  whether  by  D'Oyley,  by  Shore,  or  by 
Hastings,  or  any  other  of  them.     They  have  a  style  in  com- 
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mon ;  a  kind  of  bank  upon  which  they  have  a  ^neral  credit ; 
and  you  cannot  tell  to  whose  account  anything  is  to  be  placed. 
But  to  proceed: — Sir  John  D'Oyley  says  there,  that  the 
Kabob  is  reduced  again  to  a  cjrpher.  Now  hear  what  he 
afterwards  says: — "About  the  month  of  June,  1781,  Mr. 
Hastings,  being  then  at  Moorshedabad,  communicated  to  me 
his  intention  of  performing  his  promise  to  the  Nabob,  by 
restoring  him  to"  the  management  of  his  own  affairs  " — [that 
is  to  say,  by  restoring  Munny  Begum  again,  and  by  turning 
out  Mahomed  Ee^  Kh&n]. — Tour  lordships  see  that  he  com- 
municated privately  his  intentions  to  Sir  John  D*Oyley,  with- 
out communicating  one  word  of  them  to  his  colleagues  in  the 
supreme  council ;  and  without  entering  any  minute  in  the 
records  of  the  council,  by  which  it  could  be  known  to  the  di- 
rectors. Lastly,  in  order  to  show  you  in  what  manner  the 
Nabob  was  to  be  restored  to  his  power,  I  refer  your  lordships 
to  the  order  he  gave  to  Sir  John  D'Oyley,  for  investigating 
the  Nabob's  accounts,  and  for  drawing  up  articles  of  instruc- 
tions for  the  Nabob's  conduct  in  the  management  of  his  af- 
fairs. You  will  there  see  clearly  how  he  was  restored ;  that 
is  to  say,  that  he  was  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  first 
Mussulman  in  that  country ;  the  man  most  capable  of  admin- 
istering justice,  and  whom  the  Company  had  expressly  or^ 
dered  to  be  invested  with  that  authority,  and  to  put  him  into 
the  hands  of  Sir  John  D'Oyley.  Is  Sir  John  D'Oyley  a 
Mussuhnan  ? — Is  Sir  John  D'Oyley  fit  to  be  at  the  head  of 
such  a  government  ?  What  was  there  that  any^rson  could 
see  about  him,  that  entitled  him  to,  or  made  him  a  fit  person 
to  be  intrusted  with,  this  power,  in  defiance  of  the  Company's 
orders  ?  And  yet  Mahomed  Eeza  Kh^n,  who  was  to  have 
the  management  of  the  Nabob's  affairs,  was  himself  put  under 
the  most  complete  and  perfect  subjection  to  this  Sir  John 
D'Oyley.  But,  in  fact,  Munny  Begum  had  the  real  influence 
in  everything.  Sir  John  D'Oyley  himself  was  only  Mr. 
Hastings's  instrument  there  to  preserve  it,  and  between  them 
they  pillaged  the  Nabob  in  the  most  shocking  manner,  and 
must  have  done*so  to  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Hastings. — A 
letter  written  at  this  time  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  Nabob  dis- 
covers the  secret  beyond  all  power  of  evasion. 

**  Instructions  from  the  Govemor-GFeneral  to  the  Nabob, 
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Mobarick  ul  Dowlah,  respecting  his  conduct  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  affairs. — 9th.  These  I  make  the  conditions  of 
the  compliance  which  the  G-overnor- General  and  council  have 
yielded  to  your  late  requisition ;  it  is  but  just  that  you  should 
possess  what  is  your  acknowledged  right,  but  their  intention 
would  be  defeated,  and  you  would  be  in  a  worse  situation,  if 
you  were  to  be  left  a  prey  without  a  guide,  imtil  you  have 
acquired  experience  (which,  to  the  strength  and  goodness  of 
your  understanding,  will  be  the  work  but  of  a  short  period), 
to  the  rapacity,  frauds,  and  artifices  of  mankind.  You  have 
offered  to  give  up  the  sum  of  four  lacks  of  rupees,  to  be  al- 
lowed the  free  use  of  the  remainder  of  your  stipend.  This 
we  have  refused,  because  it  would  be  contrary  to  justice.  You 
should  consider  this  as  a  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  the  above 
arrangements  which  have  been  recommended  to  you,  and  of 
their  expediency  to  your  real  interest ;  and  your  attention  to 
them  will  be  a  means  of  reconciling  the  Company  to  the  re- 
solution which  we  have  taken,  and  which  will  be  reported  to 
them  in  a  light  very  hurtful  both  to  you  and  to  us,  if  an  im- 
proper effect  should  attend  it.  These  I  have  ordered  Sir 
John  D'Oyley  to  read  in  your  presence,  and  to  explain  them 
to  you,  that  no  part  of  them  may  escape  your  notice ;  and  he 
has  my  positive  orders  to  remonstrate  to  you  against  every 
departure  from  them.  Upon  all  these  occasions,  I  hope  and 
expect  that  you  will  give  him  a  particular  and  cordial  atten- 
tion, and  regard  what  he  shall  say  as  if  said  by  myself;  for 
I  know  him  to  be  a  person  of  the  strictest  honour  and  inte- 
grity. I  have  a  perfect  reliance  on  him,  and  you  cannot  have 
a  more  attached  or  more  disinterested  counsellor.  Although 
I  desire  to  receive  your  letters  frequently,  yet  as  many  mat- 
ters will  occur  which  cannot  so  easily  be  explained  by  letter 
as  by  conversation,  I  desire  that  you  will  on  such  occasions 
give  your  orders  to  him  respecting  such  points  as  you  may 
desire  to  have  imparted  to  me ;  and  I,  postponing  every  other 
concern,  will  give  you  an  immediate  and  the  most  satisfactory 
reply  concerning  them.*' 

My  lords,  here  is  a  man  who  is  to  administer  his  own  af- 
fairs ;  who  has  arrived  at  sufficient  age  to  supersede  the  coun- 
sel and  advice  of  the  great  Mahomedan  doctors  and  the  great 
nobility  of  the  country,  and  he  is  put  under  the  most  abso- 
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lute  guardianship  of  Sir  John  D'Oyley.  But  Mr.  Hastings 
has  given  Sir  John  D'Oyley  a  great  character.  I  cannot 
confirm  it,  because  I  can  confirm  the  character  of  none  of  Mr. 
Hastings's  instruments.  They  must  stand  forth  here,  and 
defend  their  own  character  before  you. 

Tour  lordships  will  now  be  pleased  to  advert  to  another 
circumstance  in  this  transaction  j  you  see  here  £40,000  a 
year  offered  by  this  man  for  his  redemption.  I  will  give 
you,  he  says,  £40,000  a  year  to  have  the  management  of  my 
own  affairs.  G-ood  heavens !  Here  is  a  man  who,  according 
to  Mr.  Hastings's  assertion,  had  an  indisputable  right  to  the 
management  of  his  own  affairs,  but  at  the  same  time  was 
notoriously  so  little  fit  to  have  the  management  of  them  as 
to  be  always  under  some  corrupt  tyranny  or  other,  offers 
£40,000  a  year  out  of  his  own  revenues,  to  be  left  his  own 
master,  and  to  be  permitted  to  have  the  disposal  of  the  re- 
mainder ;  judge  you  of  the  bribery,  rapine,  and  peculation 
which  here  stare  you  in  the  face ; — judge  of  the  nature  and 
character  of  that  government,  for  the  management  of  which 
£40,000  out  of  £160,000  a  year  of  its  revenue  is  offered  by 
a  subordinate  to  the  supreme  authority  of  the  country.  This 
offer  shows  that  at  this  time  the  Nabob  had  it  not  himself. 
Who  had  it  ?  Sir  John  D'Oyley ;  he  is  brought  forward  as 
the  person  to  whom  is  given  the  management  of  the  whole. 
Munny  Begum  had  the  management  before :  but,  whether  it 
be  an  Englishman,  a  Mussulman,  a  white  man,  or  a  black 
man,  a  white  woman,  or  a  black  woman,  it  is  all  Warren 
Hastings. 
•  With  respect  to  the  four  lacks  of  rupees,  he  gets  Sir  John 
D'Oyley,  in  the  narrative  that  he  makes  before  the  House  of 
Commons,  positively  to  deny,  in  the  strongest  manner,  and 
he  says  the  Nabob  would  give  oath  of  it,  that  the  Nabob 
never  gave  a  commission  to  any  one  to  make  such  an  offer. 
^  That  such  an  offer  was  made  had  been  long  published  and 
lone;  in  print,  with  the  remarks  such  as  I  have  made  upon  it 
in  the  ninth  report  of  the  select  committee :  that  the  com- 
mittee had  so  done  was  well  known  to  Mr.  Hastings  and  Sir 
John  D'Oyley ;  not  one  word  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
not  one  word  on  the  part  of  Sir  John  D'Oyley,  was  said  to 
contradict  it,  until  the  appearance  of  the  latter  before  the 
House  of  Commons.     But,  my  lords,  there  is  something 
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much  more  serious  in  this  transaction.  It  is  this,  that  the 
evidence  produced  by  Mr.  Hastings  is  the  evidence  of  ¥rit- 
nesses  who  are  mere  phantoms :  they  are  persons  who  could 
not,  under  Mr.  Hastings's  government,  eat  a  bit  of  bread 
but  upon  his  own  terms,  and  they  are  brought  forward  to 
give  such  evidence  as  may  answer  his  purposes. 

You  would  naturally  have  imagined,  that  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  where  clouds  of  witnesses  had  been  before  pro- 
duced by  the  friends  and  agents  of  Mr.  Hastings,  he  would 
then  have  brought  forward  Sir  John  to  contradict  this  reported 
offer ;  but  not  a  word  from  Sir  John  D'Oyley :  at  last  he  is 
examined  before  the  committee  of  managers  ;  he  refuses  to 
answer.  Why  ?  Because  his  answers  might  criminate  him- 
self. My  lords,  every  answer  that  most  of  them  have  been 
required  to  make  they  are  sensible  they  cannot  make  with- 
out danger  of  criminating  themselves ;  being  all  involved  in 
the  crimes  of  the  prisoner.  He  has  corrupted  and  ruined 
the  whole  service ;  there  is  not  one  of  them  that  dares  appear 
and  give  a  fair  and  fuU  answer,  in  any  case,  as  you  have  seen 
in  Mr.  Middleton  and  many  others,  at  your  bar. — "  I  will 
not  answer  this  question,"  they  say,  "  because  it  tends  to 
criminate  myself."  How  comes  it  that  the  Company's  serv- 
ants are  not  able  to  give  evidence  in  the  affairs  of  M!r.  Hast- 
ings without  its  tending  to  criminate  themselves  ? 

well,  Sir  John  D'Oyley  is  in  England;  why  is  he  not 
called  now  ?  I  have  not  the  honour  of  being  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  him,  but  he  is  a  man  of  a  reputable  and  honour- 
able family.  Why  is  he  not  called  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  verify 
the  assertion,  and  why  do  they  suflfer  this  black  record  fo 
stand  before  your  loraships  to  be  urged  by  us,  and  to  press 
it  as  we  do  against  him  ?  If  he  knows  that  Sir  John  D'Oyley 
can  acquit  him  of  this  part  of  our  accusation,  he  would  cer- 
tainly bring  him  as  a  witness  to  your  bar ;  but  he  knows  he 
cannot.  When,  therefore,  I  see  upon  your  records,  that  Sir* 
John  D'Oyley  and  Mr.  Hastings  received  such  an  offer  for 
the  redemption  of  the  Nabob's  affairs  out  of  their  hands,  I 
conclude  first,  that  at  the  time  of  this  offer  the  Nabob  had 
not  the  disposal  of  his  own  affairs ;  and  secondly,  that  those 
who  had  the  disposal  of  them  disposed  of  them  so  corruptly 
and  prodigally,  that  he  thought  they  could  hardly  be  re- 
deemed at  too  high  a  price.    What  explanation  of  this  mat- 
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ter  has  been  attempted  ?  There  is  no  explanation  given  of  it 
at  all.  It  stands  clear,  full,  bare  in  all  its  nakedness  before 
yon.  They  have  not  attempted  to  produce  the  least  evidence 
against  it.  Therefore,  in  that  state  I  leave  it  with  you,  and 
I  shall  only  add,  that  Mr.  Hastings  continued  to  make  Munny 
Begum  the  first  object  of  his  attention ;  and  that,  though  he 
could  not  entirely  remove  Mahomed  Eeza  Khin  from  the 
seat  of  justice,  he  was  made  a  cypher  in  it.  All  his  other 
offices  were  taken  out  of  his  hand^  and  put  into  the  hands  of 
Sir  John  D'Oyley,  directly  contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  Com- 
pany, which  certainly  implied  the  restitution  of  Mahomed 
Keza  Khan  to  all  the  offices  which  he  had  before  held.  He 
was  stripped  of  everything  but  a  feeble  administration  of 
justice,  which,  I  take  for  granted,  could  not,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, have  been  much  better  in  his  hands  than  it  had 
been  in  Sudder  ul  Hoe  Kh&n's. 

Mr.  Hastings's  protection  of  this  woman  continued  to  the 
last ;  and  when  he  was  going  away,  on  the  third  of  November, 
1783,  he  wrote  a  sentimental  letter  to  the  court  of  directors 
in  her  praise.  This  letter  was  transmitted  without  having 
been  communicated  to  the  council.  You  have  heard  of  deli- 
cate affidavits ;  here  you  have  a  sentimental  official  despatch. 
Tour  lordships  will  find  it  in  page  1092  and  1093  of  your 
printed  minutes.  He  writes  in  such  a  delicate,  sentimental 
strain  of  this  woman,  that  I  will  venture  to  say  you  will  not 
find  in  all  the  Arcadia,  in  all  the  novels  and  romances  that 
ever  were  .published,  an  instance  of  a  greater,  a  more  con- 
stant, and  more  ardent  aflTection,  defying  time,  ugliness,  and 
old  age,  did  ever  exist,  than  existed  in  Mr.  Ha[stings  towards 
this  old  woman,  Munny  Begum.  As  cases  of  this  kind,  cases 
of  gallantry  abounding  in  sentimental  expressions,  are  rare  in 
the  Company's  records,  I  recommend  it  as  a  curiosity  to  your 
lordships'  reading,  as  well  as  a  proof  of  what  is  the  great 
•  spring  and  movement  of  all  the  prisoner's  actions.  On  this 
occasion  he  thus  speaks  of  Munny  Begum. 

"  She  too  became  the  victim  of  your  policy,  and  of  the 
resentments  which  succeeded.  Something  too  she  owed  of 
the  source  of  her  misfortunes  to  the  belief  of  the  personal 
gratitude  which  she  might  entertain  for  the  public  attention 
which  I  had  shown  to  her ;  yet  exposed  as  she  was  to  a 
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treatment  which  a  ruffian  would  have  shuddered  at  com* 
mitting,  and  which  no  recollection  of  past  enmities  shall 
compel  me  to  believe,  even  for  a  moment,  proceeded  from 
any  commission  of  authority,  she  still  maintained  the  deco- 
rum of  her  character ;  nor  even  then,  nor  before,  nor  since 
that  period,  has  the  malice  of  calumny  ever  dared  to  breathe 
on  her  reputation.*' 

Delicate!  sentimental! — "Pardon,  honourable  sirs,  this 
freedom  of  expostulation ;  I  must  in  honest  truth  repeat,  that 
your  commands  laid  the  first  foundation  of  her  minortunes ; 
to  your  equity  she  has  now  recourse  through  me  for  their 
alleviation,  that  she  may  pass  the  remainder  of  her  life  in  a 
state  which  may  at  least  efface  the  remembrance  of  the  years 
of  her  affliction  ;  and  to  your  humanity  she  and  an  unseen 
multitude  of  the  most  helpless  of  her  sex  cry  for  subsist- 
ence." 

Moving  and  pathetic ! — I  wish  to  recommend  every  word 
of  this  letter  to  your  lordships'  consideration,  as  a  model  and 

Eattem  of  perfection.  Observe  his  pity  for  a  woman  who 
ad  suffered  such  treatment  from  the  servants  of  the  Com- 
pany (a  parcel  of  ruffians) — ^treatment  that  a  ruffian  would  be 
ashamed  of!  Tour  lordships  have  seen,  in  the  evidence, 
what  this  ruffianism  was.  It  was  neither  more  nor  less  than 
what  was  necessary  in  order  to  get  at  the  accounts,  which 
she  concealed,  as  his  own  corrupt  transactions.  She  was 
told,  indeed,  that  she  must  privately  remove  to  another  house, 
whilst  her  papers  were  examining.  Mr.  Hastings  can  never 
forget  this.  He  cannot  believe  that  anybody  dare  send  such 
an  order,  and  he  calls  upon  you  to  consider  the  helplessness 
of  their  sex,  and  the  affronts  offered  to  women. 

For  Heaven's  sake,  my  lords,  recollect  the  manner  in  which 
Mr.  Hastings  and  his  creatures  treated  the  Begums  of  Oude, 
and  consider  that  this  woman  was  only  threatened  (for  the 
threat  was  never  attempted  to  be  executed)  that  she  must, 
if  she  did  not  deliver  up  the  accounts,  probably  be  removed 
to  another  house,  and  leave  the  accounts  behind  her.  This 
blot  can  never  be  effaced ;  and  for  this  he  desires  the  court 
of  directors  to  make  her  a  large  allowance  to  comfort  her  in 
her  old  age.  In  this  situation  Mr.  Hastings  leaves  her.  He 
leaves  in  the  situation  I  have  described  the  justice  of  the 
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country.     The  only  concern  he  has  at  parting  is,  that  this 
woman  may  have  a  large  allowance. 

But  I  hav.e  yet  to  tell  your  lordships,  and  it  appears  upon 
your  printed  minutes,  that  this  woman  had  a  way  of  comfort- 
ing herself: — for  old  ladies  of  that  description,  who  have 
passed  their  youth  in  amusements,  in  dancing,  and  in  gal- 
Umtries,  in  their  old  age  are  apt  to  take  comfort  in  brandy. 
This  lady  was  a  smuggler,  and  had  influence  enough  to  avoid 
payment  of  the  duty  on  spirits,  in  which  article  she  is  the 
latest  dealer  in  the  district ;  as  indeed  she  is  in  almost  every 
species  of  trade.  Thus  your  lordships  see  that  this  senti- 
mental lady,  whom  Mr.  Hastings  recommends  to  the  direct- 
ors, had  ways  of  comforting  herself.  She  carried  on,  notwith- 
standing her  dignity,  a  trade  in  spirits.  Now  a  Mahomedan 
<rf  distinction  never  carries  on  any  trade  at  all ;  it  is  an  un- 
known thing ;  very  few  Mahomeaans  of  any  rank  carry  on 
any  trade  at  all ;  but  that  a  Mahomedan  should  carry  on  a 
trade  in  spirits  is  a  prodigy  never  heard  of  before ;  for  a  wo- 
man of  quality,  for  a  woman  of  sentiment,  to  become  a  dealer 
in  spirits,  is,  my  lords,  a  thing  reserved  for  the  sentimental 
age  of  Mr.  Hastings ;  and  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  no  man 
or  woman  could  attempt  any  such  a  trade  in  India  vdthout 
being  dishonoured,  ruined  in  character,  and  disgraced  by  it. 
But  she  appears  not  only  to  have  been  9.  dealer  in  it,  but, 
through  the  influence  which  Mr.  Hastings  gave  her,  to  have 
monopolized  the  trade  in'  brandy,  and  to  have  evaded  the 
duties.  This  then  is  the  state  in  which  we  leave  the  two 
sentimental  lovers,  the  one  consoling  herself  with  brandy, 
tiie  other  wheedling  and  whining ;  and,  as  Swift  describes 
the  progress  of  an  intrigue  in  some  respects  similar,  which 
he  calls  the  progress  of  love,  whereas  this  is  the  progress  of 
sentiment, 

"  They  keep  at  Staines  the  Old  Blue  Boar, 
Are  cat  and  dog,  and  rogue  and  whore.** 

Here  they  set  up  the  sign  of  the  Old  Blue  Boar.  Munny 
Begum  monopolizes  the  trade  in  spirits ;  and  hence  she  and 
Mr.  Hastings  commence  their  sentimental  correspondence. 
And  now  having  done  with  this  progress  of  love,  we  return 
to  the  progress  of  justice. 

We  have  seen  how  Sudder  ul  Hoe  Khito,  the  chief  justice 
of  Mp.  Hastings's  own  nomination,  was  treated.    Now  you 
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shall  see  how  justice  was  left  to  shift  for  herself  under  Ma* 
homed  Eeza  Khfin.  In  page  1280  of  your  lordships'  minutes, 
you  will  see  the  progress  of  all  these  enormities,  of  Munny 
Begum's  dealing  in  spirits,  of  her  engrossing  the  trade,  of 
her  evading  duties,  and  lastly,  the  extinction  of  all  order  in 
that  country  and  the  funeral  of  justice  itself.  Mr.  Shore's 
evidence  respecting  this  state  of  the  country  will  admit  of 
no  doubt. 

Mr.  Shore^a  remarks  accompanying  the  Govemor-GhneraVs 
minutes  of  the  ISth  May,  1785. — "  Fouzdarry  jurisdiction. 
— Of  the  fouzdarry  jurisdiction  nothing  has  yet  been  said. 
In  this  department  criminal  justice  is  administered,  and  it  is 
the  only  office  left  to  the  Nabob.  I  do  not  see  any  particular 
reason  for  changing  the  system  itself,  and  perhaps  it  would 
on  many  accounts  be  improper  ;  but  some  regulations  are 
highly  necessary.     Mahomed  Beza  is  at  the  head  of  this  de- 

Si^tment,  and  is  the  only  person  I  know  in  the  country  quali- 
ed  for  it.  K  he  were  left  to  himself,  I  have  not  a  doubt 
but  he  would  conduct  it  well ;  but  he  is  so  circumscribed  by 
recommendations  of  particular  persons,  and  by  the  protection 
held  out  to  his  officers  by  Europeans,  that  to  my  knowledge 
he  has  not  been  able  to  punish  them,  even  when  they  have 
been  convicted  of  the  greatest  enormities ;  and  he  has  often 
on  this  account  been  blamed,  where  his  hands  were  tied  up." 

My  lords,  you  now  see  in  this  minute  of  Sir  John  Shore, 
now  G-ovemor- General  of  Bengal,  one  of  Mr.  Hastings's  own 
committee  for  drawing  up  his  defence,  the  review  which  he 
had  just  then  taken  of  the  ruins  of  the  government,  which 
had  been  left  to  him  by  Mr.  Hastings.  You  see  here  not  the 
little,  paltry  things  which  might  deserve  in  their  causes  the 
animadversion  of  a  rough  satirist,  like  Doctor  Swift,  whom  I 
have  just  quoted  ;  but  you  see  things  ten  thousand  times 
more  serious ;  things  that  deserve  the  thunderbolt  of  vindic- 
tive justice  upon  the  head  of  the  prisoner  at  your  bar.  For 
you  see  that  after  he  had  ostensibly  restored  Mahomed  Beza 
IChlln,  the  man  who  could  and  would  have  executed  his  of« 
fice  with  fidelity  and  effect,  the  man  who  was  fit  for  and 
disposed  to  do  his  duty,  there  was  stDl  neither  law,  order, 
nor  justice  in  the  country.  Why  ?  Because  of  the  interpo- 
sition of  Europeans,  and  men  who  must  have  been  patronized 
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aod  supported  by  Europeans.  All  this  happened  before  Mr. 
Hastings's  departure  ;  so  that  the  whole  effect  of  the  new 
arrangement  of  government  was  known  to  him  before  he  left 
Calcutta.  The  same  pretended  remedy  was  applied.  But 
in  fact  he  left  this  woman  in  the  ftiU  possession  of  her  power. 
His  last  thoughts  were  for  her ;  for  the  justice  of  the  coun- 
fey,  for  the  peace  and  security  of  the  people  of  Bengal,  he 
took  no  kind  of  care ;  these  great  interests  were  left  to  the 
mercy  of  the  woman  and  her  European  associates. 

My  lords,  I  have  taken  some  pains  in  giving  you  this  his- 
tory. I  have  shown  you  his  open  acts  and  secret  stratagems, 
in  direct  rebellion  to  the  court  of  directors ;  his  double  go- 
vernment, his  false  pretences  of  restoring  the  Nabob's  inde- 
pendence, leading  in  effect  to  a  most  servile  dependence,  even 
to. the  prohibition  of  the  approach  of  any  one,  native  or  Eu- 
ropean, near  him,  but  through  the  intervention  of  Sir  John 
D'Oyley.— I  therefore  again  repeat  it,  that  Sir  John  D'Oyley, 
and  the  English  gentlemen  who  were  patronized  and  counte- 
nanced by  Mr.  Hastings,  had  wrought  all  that  havoc  in  the 
country  before  Mr.  Hastings  left  it. 

I  have  particularly  dwelt  upon  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice, because  I  consider  it  as  tne  source  of  aU  good,  and  the 
mal-administration  of  it  as  the  source  of  all  evil  in  the  coun- 
try. Your  lordships  have  heard  how  it  was  totally  destroyed 
by  Mr.  Hastings  through  Sir  John  D'Oyley,  who  was  sent 
there  by  him  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  clandestine  go- 
vernment of  corruption  and  peculation.  This  part  of  our 
charge  speaks  for  itself,  and  I  shall  dismiss  it  with  a  single 
observation;  that  not  the  least  trace  of  an  account  of  all 
these  vast  sums  of  money,  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Sir  John 
D'Oyley  for  the  use  of  the  Nabob,  appears  in  any  part  of  the 
Company's  records.  The  undeniable  inferences  to  be  drawn 
jfrom  this  fiact  are,  first,  that  wherever  we  find  concealment  of 
money  and  the  ceasing  of  an  account,  there  has  been  fraud : 
—and  secondly,  that  if  we  find  this  concealment  accom- 
panied vdth  the  devastation  of  a  country  and  the  extinction 
of  justice  in  it,  that  devastation  of  the  country  and  that 
extinction  of  justice  have  been  the  result  of  that  fraudulent 
peculation. 

I  am  sure  your  lordships  will  not  think  that  a  charge  of 
the  annihilation  of  administrative  justice,  in  which  the  hap- 


d  by  Google 


852  SPEECi   IN   THE  IMPEACHMENT   OF 

piness  and  prosperity  of  a  great  body  of  nobility,  of  numer- 
ous, ancient,  and  respectable  families,  and  of  the  inhabit- 
ants in  general  of  extensive  and  populous  provinces,  are 
concerned,  can,  if  it  stood  single  and  alone,  be  a  matter  of 
trifling  moment.  And  in  favour  of  whom  do  all  these  sacri- 
fices appear  to  have  been  made  ?  In  favour  of  an  old  prosti- 
tute, who,  if  shown  to  your  lordships  here,  like  Helen  to  the 
counsellors  of  Troy,  would  not,  I  think,  be  admitted  to  have 
charms  that  could  palliate  this  man's  abominable  conduct ; 
you  would  not  cry  out  with  them — 

Toiy  o'  afi<^i  yvvauci  voXvv  xgovov  akyta  vavxt^v-** 

For  I  will  fairly  say,  that  there  are  some  passions  that  have 
their  excuses ;  but  the  passion  towards  this  woman  was  the 
passion  of  avarice  and  rapacity  only, — a  passion  indeed  which 
lasted  to  the  end  of  his  government,  and  for  which  he  defied 
the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  rebelled  against  his  mas- 
ters, and  finally  subverted  the  justice  of  a  great  country. 

My  lords,  I  have  done  with  this  business.  I  come  next 
to  the  third  division  of  the  natives,  those  who  form  the  land- 
ed interest  of  the  country.  A  few  words  only  will  be  ne- 
cessary upon  this  part  of  the  subject.  The  fact  is,  that  Mr. 
Hastings,  at  one  stroke,  put  up  the  property  of  all  the  no- 
bility and  gentry,  and  of  aU  the  freeholders — in  short,  the 
whole  landed  interests  of  Bengal,  to  a  public  auction,  and  let 
it  to  the  highest  bidder.  I  will  make  no  observations  upon 
the  nature  of  this  measure  to  your  lordships,  who  represent 
so  large  a  part  of  the  dignity,  together  with  so  large  a  part  of 
the  landed  interest  of  this  kingdom  \  though  I  think  that, 
even  under  your  lordships'  restrictive  order,  I  am  entitled  so 
to  do ;  because  we  have  examined  some  witnesses  upon  this 
point,  in  the  revenue  charge.  SuflSce  it  to  sav,  that  it  is  in 
evidence  before  your  lordships  that  this  sale  was  ordered. 
Mr.  Hastings  does  not  deny  it.  He  says,  indeed,  he  did  it, 
not  with  an  ill  intention.  My  answer  is,  that  it  could  have 
been  done  with  no  other  than  a  bad  intention.  The  owners 
of  the  land  had  no  way  left  to  save  themselves  but  to  be- 
come farmers  of  their  own  estates,  and  from  the  competition 
which  naturally  took  place,  and  he  himself  declared,  that 
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tlie  persons,  whether  owners  or  strangers,  to  whom  he  let 
the  lands,  had  agreed  to  rents  which  surpassed  their  abilities 
to  pay.  I  need  not  tell  you  what  must  have  been  the  conse- 
quence, when  it  got  into  such  rapacious  hands,  and  was  taken 
out  of  the  hands  of  its  natural  proprietors ;  that  the  public 
revenue  had  sunk  and  lost  by  it ;  and  that  the  country  was 
wasted  and  destroyed.  I  leave  it  to  your  lordships*  own 
meditation  and  reflection ;  and  I  shall  not  press  it  one  step 
iurther,  than  just  to  remind  you  of  what  has  been  so  weU 
opened  and  pressed  by  my  fellow-managers.  He,  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, confesses  that  he  let  the  lands  to  his  own  banyans ;  he 
took  his  own  domestic  servants  and  put  them  in  the  houses 
of  the  nobility  of  the  country;  and  this  he  did  in  direct 
violation  of  an  express  order  made  by  himself,  that  no  banyan 
of  a  collector  (the  spirit  of  which  order  implied  ten  thousand 
times  more  strongly  the  exclusion  of  any  oanyans  of  a  G-o- 
vemor-G^eneral)  should  have  any  one  of  those  mrms.  We  also 
find  that  he  made  a  regulation  that  no  farmers  should  rent 
more  than  a  lack  of  rupees ;  but  at  the  same  time  we  find 
his  banyans  holding  several  farms  to  more  than  that  amount. 
In  short,  we  find,  that  in  every  instance  where,  under  some 
plausible  pretence  or  other,  the  fixed  regulations  are  violated, 
it  touches  him  so  closely  as  to  make  it  absolutely  impossible 
not  to  suppose  that  he  himself  had  the  advantage  of  it. 

For,  in  the  first  place,  you  have  proof  that  he  does  take 
bribes,  and  that  he  has  corrupt  dealings.  This  is  what  he 
admits ;  but  he  says  that  he  has  done  it  firom  public-spirited 
motives.  Now  there  is  a  rule  formed  upon  a  just,  solid  pre- 
sumption of  law,  that  if  you  find  a  man  guilty  of  one 
offence  contrary  to  known  law,  whenever  there  is  a  suspici- 
•ous  case  against  him  of  the  same  nature,  the  onus  prooandi 
that  he  is  not  guilty  is  turned  upon  him.  Therefore,  when 
I  find  the  regiSations  broken,  when  I  find  farms  given  of 
more  than  a  kck  of  rupees,  when  I  find  them  given  to  the 
Governor- General's  own  banyan,  contrary  to  the  principle  of 
the  regulation — contrary,  I  say,  in  the  strongest  way  to  it ; 
when  1  find  that  he  accumulates  farms  beyond  the  regulated 
number ;  when  I  find  all  these  things  done,  and  besides  that 
the  banyan  has  great  balances  of  account  against  him,  then, 
by  the  presumption  of  law,  I  am  bound  to  believe  that  all 
this  was  done  not  for  the  servants,  but  for  the  master 
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It  is  possible  Mr.  Hastings  might  really  be  in  love  with 
Miumy  Begum ;  be  it  so— many  great  men  have  played  the 
fool  for  prostitutes,  from  Mark  Antony's  days  downwards ; 
but  no  man  ever  fell  in  love  with  his  own  banyan.  The  per- 
sons for  whom  Mr.  Haslangs  was  guilty  of  all  this  rapine  and 
oppression  have  neither  relations  nor  kindred  whom  they 
own;  nor  does  any  trace  of  friendship  exist  among  them; 
they  do  not  live  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  any  one ;  they 
are  good  fellows  and  bottle  companions. 

I  must  now  proceed  to  observe  upon  another  matter  which 
has  been  stated  to  your  lordships — namely,  that  as  soon  as  he 
obtained  the  majority  in  the  council  (that  beginning  of  all 
evils,  that  opening  of  Pandora's  box)  by  the  &ath  of  Gene- 
ral Clavering  and  Colonel  Monson,  the  first  thing  he  did  was 
to  appoint  a  commission,  called  an  aumeeny^  to  go  through 
the  whole  country,  to  enter  every  man's  house,  to  examine 
his  title  deeds,  and  to  demand  his  papers  of  accounts  of  every 
kind,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  hunself  to  take  advantage 
of  the  hopes  and  fears  of  all  the  parties  concerned,  and  thus 
to  lavage  and  destroy  all  their  property. 

And  whom  does  he  place  at  the  head  of  this  commission 
to  be  the  manager  of  the  whole  af^  ?  Gunga  Gk>vin  Sing,, 
another  banyan  of  his,  and  one  of  his  own  domestic  servants. 
This  we  have  discovered  lately,  and  not  without  some  sur- 
prise ;  for  though  I  knew  he  kept  a  rogue  in  his  house,  yet 
I  did  not  think  that  it  was  a  common  receptacle  of  thieYes 
and  robbers. — I  did  not  know  till  lately,  that  this  Gunga 
Govin  Sing  was  his  domestic  servant ;  but  Mr.  Hastings,  in 
a  letter  to  the  court  of  directors,  calls  him  his  faithful  do- 
mestic servant,  and  as  such  calls  upon  the  Company  to  reward 
him.  To  this  banyan  all  the  Company's  servants  are  made- 
subject  ;  they  are  bound  to  obey  all  his  orders,  and  those  of 
his  committee.  I  hope  I  need  not  tell  your  lordships  what 
sort  of  stuff  this  committee  was  made  of,  by  which  Gunga 
Govin  Sing  was  enabled  to  ravage  the  whole  country.  But, 
say  his  counsel,  Mr.  Hastings  thought  that  the  value  of  the 
lands  was  thoroughly  known;  they  had  been  investigated 
three  times  over,  and  they  were  all  let  by  public  auction  to 
the  highest  bidd^.  This  may  or  may  not  be  a  true  test  of 
their  value :  but  it  is  a  test  which,  as  it  led  to  the  almost 
entire  confiscation  of  the  landed  interest  of  Bengal,  Bahar, 


d  by  Google 


Wi^EBEW  HASTnrOS,  ESQ.  855 

and  Oriesa,  three  great  kingdoms,  by  a  dash  of  that  man's 
pen,  into  the  hands  of  his  banyans  said  creatures,  I  can  never 
think  of  it,  or  of  its  author,  without  horror. 

Some  people  say  you  ought  to  hate  the  crime  and  love 
the  criminal.  No ;  that  is  the  language  of  Mse  morality ;  you 
ought  to  hate  the  crime  and  the  criminal,  if  the  crime  is  of 
magnitude.  If  the  crime  is  a  small  one,  then  you  ought  to 
be  angry  with  the  crime  and  reluctant  to  punish  the  criminal ; 
but  when  there  are  great  crimes,  then  you  may  hate  them 
together.  What !  am  I  to  love  Nero  ?  To  fall  in  love 
with  Heliogabalus  ?  Is  Domitian  to  be  the  subject  of  my 
affiBction  ?  No ;  we  hate  the  mme,  and  we  hate  the  crimim^ 
ten  times  more ;  and  if  I  use  indignant  language,  if  I  use 
the  language  of  scorn  and  horror  with  respect  to  the  criminal, 
I  use  l£e  language  that  becomes  me. 

But,  says  one  of  the  counsel,  the  Company  might  possess 
a  knowledge  of  the  country  in  general,  but  they  could  not 
know  eveiT  beegah  of  it  (about  the  third  part  of  an  acre  of 
land)  without  such  a  commission.  That  is  to  say,  you 
could  not  squeeze  everything  out  of  the  people  without 
ordering  such  a  villain  as  &unga  Gtovin  Sing  (I  c^l  things 
l^  their  names),  that  most  atrocious  and  wicked  instru- 
ment of  the  most  atrocious  and  wicked  tyranny,  to  examine 
every  man's  papers — ^to  oblige  every  man  to  produce  hi» 
titles  and  accounts  upon  pain  of  crimmal  punishment,  to  be 
indicted  at  the  discretion  of  this  commissioner,  this  G-unga 
Govin  Sing.  For  aa  account  of  these  acts,  and  for  a  de- 
scription of  an  aumeeny,  I  refer  your  lordships  to  the  evi- 
dence  in  your  minutes,  from  page  12B7  to  1301,  and  I  pass 
on,  expressing  only  my  horror  and  detestation  at  it,  and 
wishing  to  kmdle  in  your  lordships^  minds  the  same  horror 
and  detestation  of  it. 

Thus  you  see  that  Mr.  Hastings  waa  iu>t  satisfied  with 
confiscation  only.  He  ccmies  just  afterwards  with  a  blister 
upoh  the  sore.  He  lets  Idose  another  set  of  ravagers  and  in- 
quisitors upon  them,  under  Q-unga  Ghovin  Sing,  ana  these  poor 
people  j«*e  ravaged  by  the  whole  tribe  of  Calcutta  banyans. 

Mr.  Hastings  has  himself  defined  an  aumeen  in  page  1022, 
where  he  stat^  that  Nundcomar  desired  him  to  make  his  son 
an  aumeen.  "The  promise  which  he  (Nundcomar)  says  I 
made  hi»,  that  he  Mould  be  constituted  aume^,  that  is^ 
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ijAquisitor-general  over  the  whole  country,  and  that  I  woidd 
d^egate  to  him  my  whole  power  and  iimuence,  is  something 
more  than  a  negative  falsehood."  He  justly  and  naturally 
reprohates  the  proposition  of  appointing  an  inquisitor-general 
over  the  whole  country ;  and  yet  we  see  him  afterwards  9^ 
pointing  Gunga  Qovin  Sing  such  an  inquisitor-general  over 
the  whole  country,  in  order  that  a  beegah  of  land  should  not 
escape  him. 

Let  us  see  how  all  this  ended,  and  what  it  is  that  leads  me 
directly  to  the  presumption  of  corruption  against  him  in  this 
wicked  awneeny  scheme.  Now  1  will  admit  the  whole 
scheme  to  have  heen  well  intended ;  I  will  forgive  the  let- 
ting all  the  lands  of  Bengal  by  public  auction ;  I  will  forgive 
all  he  has  done  with  regard  to  his  banyans ;  I  shall  forgive 
him  even  this  commission  itself,  if  he  will  show  your  lord- 
ships that  there  was  the  smallest  use  made  of  it  with  regard 
to  the  settlement  of  the  revenues  of  the  Company.  If  there 
was  not,  then  there  is  obviously  one  use  only  that  could  be 
made  of  it,  namely,  t^  put  all  the  people  of  the  whole  coun- 
try under  obedience  to  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  What  then  was 
done  ?  Titles  and  accounts  were  exacted ;  the  estimate  was 
made,  acre  by  acre;  but  we  have  not  been  able  to  find  one 
word  on  their  records  of  any  return  that  was.  made  to  the 
Company  of  this  investigation,  or  of  any  settlement  or  assess- 
ment of  the  country  founded  upon  it,  or  of  anv  regulatioji 
that  was  established  upon  it.  Therefore,  as  an  honest  man, 
and  as  a  man  who  is  standing  here  for  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain,  I  must  not  give  way  to  any  idle  doubts  and  ridiculous 
suppositions.  I  cannot,  I  say,  entertain  any  doubts,  that  the 
only  purpose  it  was  desired  to  answer  was  to  subject  the 
whole  landed  interest  of  the  country  to  the  cruel  inquisiticm  <rf 
Gunga  Govin  Sing,  and  to  the  cruel  purposes  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings. Show  me  another  purpose,  and  I  will  give  up  the  ar- 
gument ;  for  if  there  are  two  ways  of  accounting  for  the  same 
act,  it  is  possible  it  may  be  attributed  to  the  better  motive; 
but  when  we  see  that  a  bad  thing  was  done  under  pretence 
of  some  good,  we  must  attach  a  bad  motive  to  it  if  the  pre- 
tence be  never  fulfilled. 

I  have  now  done  with  the  landed  interest  of  Bengal.  I 
have  emitted  much  which  might  have  been  pressed  upon 
your  lordships,  not  from  any  indisposition  to'  remark  upon 
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the  matter  more  fully,  but  because  it  bas  been  done  alreiidf 
by  abler  persons.  I  only  wished  to  make  some  practical  in- 
ferences, which,  perhaps,  in  the  hurry  of  my  brother  managers 
might  possibly  have  escaped  them ;  I  wished  to  show  you 
that  one  system  of  known  or  justly  presumed  corruption 
pervades  ther  whole  of  this  business,  &om  one  end  to  the 
Qther.  Having  thus  disposed  of  the  native  landed  interest, 
and  the  native  zemindars  or  landholders  of  the  country,  I 
pass  to  the  English  government. 

My  lords,  when  we  have  shown  plainly  the  utter  extinc- 
tion of  the  native  Mahomedan  government;  when  we  have 
sbown  the  extinction  of  the  native  landed  interest ;  what 
hope  can  there  be  for  that  afflicted  country  but  in  the  servants 
of  the  Company  ?  When  we  have  shown  the  corrupt  state 
of  that  service,  what  hope  but  for  the  court  of  directors  P 
What  hope  but  in  the  superintending  control  of  British  tribu- 
nals ?  I  think  as  well  of  the  body  of  my  countrymen  as 
any  man  can  do.  I  do  not  think  that  any  man  sent  out  to 
India  is  sent  with  an  ill  purpose,  or  goes  out  with  bad  dispo- 
sitions. No.  I  think  the  young  men  who  go  there  are  fair 
and  faithM  representatives  of  the  people  of  the  same  age ; 
uncorrupted,  but  corruptible  from  theur  age,  as  we  all  are. 
They  are  sent  there  young.  There  is  but  one  thing  held  out 
to  them — ^Tou  are  going  to  make  your  fortune,    flie  Com- 

Eany's  service  is  to  be  the  restoration  of  decayed  noble 
imilies  ;  it  is  to  be  the  renovation  of  old  and  the  making  of 
new  ones.  Now  when  such  a  set  of  young  men  are  sent 
out  with  these  hopes  and  views,  and  with  little  education  or 
a  very  imperfect  one ;  when  these  people,  from  whatever 
rank  9f  life  selected,— many  from  the  test,  most  from  the 
middling,  very  few  from  the  lowest, — ^but  high,  middling, 
or  low,  they  are  sent  out  to  make  two  things  coincide,  whidi 
the  wit  of  man  was  never  pble  to  unite — to  make  their  for- 
tune and  form  their  education,  at  once.  What  is  the  educa- 
tion of  the  generalitjr  of  the  world  ?  Eeading  a  parcel  of 
books  ?  No.  Bestraint  of  discipline,  emulation,  examples 
of  virtues  and  of  justice,  form  the  education  of  the  world. 
If  the  Company's  servants  have  not  that  education,  and  are 
left  to  give  loose  to  their  natural  passions,  some  would  be 
corrupt  of  course,  and  some  would  be  uncorrupt ;  but  pro- 
bably the  majority  of  them  would  be  inclined  to  pursue  mo- 
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derate  coursee  between  these  two.  .Now  I  am  to  show  you 
that  Mr.  Hastings  left  these  servants  but  this  altematiye— ^be 
starved ;  be  depressed ;  be  ruined ;  disappoint  the  hopes  of 
your  &milies :  or  be  my  slaves ;  be  ready  to  be  subs^rient 
to  me  in  eyery  iniquity  I  shall  order  you  to  commit,  and  to 
€onoeal  everything  I  shall  wish  you  to  comeeal.  This  was 
the  state  of  the  service ;  therefore  the  Commons  did  wdOi  and 
wisely  when  they  sent  us  here  not  to  attack  this  or  that 
servant  who  may  have  peculated,  but  to  punish  the  man 
who  was  sent  to  reform  abuses,  and  to  make  Bengal  furnish 
to  the  world  a  brilliant  example  of  Briti^  justice.  I  shall 
now  proceed  to  state  briefly  the  abuses  of  the  Company's 
government ;  to  show  you  what  Mr.  Hastings  was  expected 
to  do  for  their  reformation,  and  what  he  actually  did  do  ;  I 
shall  then  show  your  lordships  the  effects  of  the  whole. 

I  shall  begin  by  reading  to  your  lordships  an  extract  from 
the  directors'  letter  to  Bengal,  of  the  7th  April,  1773 : — 
"  We  wish  we  could  refute  the  observation,  that  almost  every 
attempt  made  by  us  and  our  administrations  at  your  presi- 
dency for  the  reforming;  of  abuses  has  rather  increased  them, 
and  added  to  the  miseries  of  the  country  we  are  anxious  to 
protect  and  cherish.  The  laruth  of  this  observation  fmpears 
fully  in  the  late  appointment  of  supervisors  and  chieis— rin- 
stituted  as  they  were  to  give  relief  to  the  industrious  tenants, 
to  improve  and  enlargeour  investments,  to  destroy  mcmopolies, 
and  retrench  expenses,  the  end  has  by  no  means  be^i  an- 
sw^^ble  to  the  institution.  Are  not  the  tenants  more  than 
ever  oppressed  and  wretched?  Are  our  investments  im- 
proved ?  Have  not  the  raw  silk  and  cocoons  been  raised  up- 
on us  fifty  per  cent,  in  price  ?  We  can  hardly  say  what  has 
not  been  made  a  monopoly ;  and  as  to  the  expenses  of  your 
presidency,  they  are  at  length  settled  to  a  degree  we  are  no 
longer  able  to  support.  l%ese  facts  (for  such  they  are) 
shoRuld  have  been  stated  to  us  as  capital  reasons  why  n^ber 
our  orders  of  1771,  nor  indeed  fmy  regulations  whatever, 
could  be  carried  into  execution.  But,  perhaps,  as  this  would 
have  proved  too  much,  it  was  not  suggested  to  us ;  flor  no- 
thing could  more  plainly  indicate  a  state  of  anarchy,  and  that 
there  was  no  government  iaxisting  in  our  servants  at  Bengd. 

**  And  ther^ove  when  oppression  pervades  the  whole  coun- 
try, when  youths  have  been  auSeiei  with  impunity  to  exer- 
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cise  soyareign  jurisdiction  over  the  natives,  and  to  acquire 
rapid  fortunes  by  monopolizing  of  commerce,  it  cannot  oe  a 
wonder  to  us  or  yourselves  that  dadney  merchants  do  not 
come  forvrard  to  contract  with  the  Company,  that  the  manu- 
factures find  their  way  through  foreign  channels,  or  that  our 
investments  are  at  <Hice  enormously  dear  and  of  a  debased 
quality. 

"  It  is  evident  then  that  the  evils  which  have  been  so  de- 
sttvictive  to  us  lie  too  deep  for  any  partial  plans  to  reach  or 
correct ;  it  is  therefore  our  resolution  to  aim  at  the  root  of 
those  evils,  and  we  are  happy  in  having  reason  to  believe 
that  in  every  just  and  necessary  regulation  we  shsQl  meet 
with  the  approbation  and  support  ot  the  legislature,  who 
consider  the  public  as  materially  interested  in  the  Company's 
prosperity. 

'*  in  order  to  effectuate  this  great  end,  the  first  step  must 
be  to  restore  perfect  obedience  and  due  subordination  to  your 
administration.  Our  Governor  and  council  must  reassume 
and  exercise  their  delegated  powers  upon  every  just  occasion ; 
punish  delinquents,  cherish  the  mentorious,  discountenance 
that  luxury  and  dissipation  which  to  the  reproach  of  govern- 
ment prevailed  in  Bengal.  Our  president,  Mr.  Hastings,  we 
trust  will  set  the  example  of  temperance,  economy,  and  ap- 
plication ;  and  upon  this  we  are  sensible  much  will  depend. 
And  here  we  take  occasion  to  indulge  the  pleasure  we  have 
in  ac^owledging  Mr.  Hastings's  services  upon  the  coast  oi 
Ohoromandel,  in  constructing  with  equal  labour  and  ability 
the  plan  which  has  so  much  improved  our  investm^its  there ; 
and  as  we  are  persuaded  he  will  persevere  in  the  same  laud- 
able pursuit  through  every  branch  of  our  affairs  in  Bengal, 
he  in  return  may  depend  on  the  steady  support  and  favour 
of  his  employers. 

"  Your  settlement  being  thus  put  into  a  train  of  reform 
(without  whidi  indeed  all  regulations  will  prove  ineffectual), 
j<m  are  next  to  revert  to  the  old  system,  when  the  business 
of  your  presidency  was  principally  performed  by  our  own 
servants,  who  then  had  knowledge  of  our  investments,  and 
•every  other  department  of  our  concerns  ;  you  will  therefore 
fill  the  several  offices  with  the  floors  and  writers  upon  your 
establishment;  for  with  our  present  appointments  we  are 
assured  there  will  be  sufficient  for  this  purpose ;  and  thus 
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you  will  banish  idleness,  aaid  its  attendants,  ezcravagaiice  and 
dissipation.  And  here  we  enjoin  you  to  transmit  to  us  « 
fjEuthiul  and  minute  state  of  the  pay  and  every  known  emolu^ 
ment  of  all  belbw  council ;  for  as  it  is  notorious  that  eyeii 
youths  in  our  service  expend  in  equipage,  servants,  dress,  and 
living,  infinitely  more  than  our  stated  allowances  can  aff(»rd, 
we  cannot  but  be  anidous  to  discover  the  means  by  whidi 
they  are  enabled  to  proceed  in  this  manner.  And  indeed  so 
obnoxious  is  this  conduct  to  us,  and  so  injurious  in  its  con- . 
sequences,  that  we  expect  and  require  you  to  show  your 
displeasure  to  all  such  as  shall  transgress  in  this  respect, 
contrasting  it  at  the  same  time  with  instances  of  kindneiw 
towards  the  sober,  frugal,  and  industrious." 

My  lords,  you  see  the  state  in  which  the  directors  coo* 
ceived  the  country  to  be — that  it  was  in  this  state  is  not 
denied  by  Mr.  Hastings,  who  was  sent  out  for  the  purpose  of 
reforming  it.  The  directors  had  swept  away  almost  the 
whole  body  of  their  Bengal  servants  for  supposed  corruption  ; 
and  they  appointed  a  set  of  new  ones,  to  regenerate,  as  it 
were,  the  government  of  that  country.  Mr.  Hastings  says, — 
I  was  brought  to  India  like  other  people.  This,  indeed,  is 
true  ;  and  I  hope  it  will  prove  an  example  and  instruction  to 
all  mankind,  never  to  employ  a  man  who  has  been  bred  in 
base  and  corrupt  practices,  from  any  hope  that  his  local 
knowledge  may  make  him  the  fittest  person  to  correct  such 
practices.  Mr.  Hastings  goes  on  to  say,  that  you  could  not 
expect  more  from  him  than  could  be*done  by  a  man  bred  up, 
as  he  was,  in  the  common  habits  of  the  country.  This  is 
also  true.  My  lords,  you  might  as  well  expect  a  man  to  be 
fit  for  a  perfumer's  shop,  who  has  lain  a  month  in  a  pig's 
sty,  as  to  expect  that  a  man,  who  has  been  a  contractor  with 
the  Company  for  a  length  of  time,  is  a  fit  person  for  reform- 
ing abuses.  Mr.  H&stings  has  stated  in  general  his  history, 
his  merits,  and  his  services ;  we  have  looked  over  with  care 
the  records  relative  to  his  proceedings,  and  we  find  that  in 
1760  and  1761  he  was  in  possession  of  a  contract  for  bul«- 
locks  and  a  contract  for  provisions.  It  is  no.  way  wrong  for 
any  man  to  take  a  contract,  provided  he  does  not  do  what 
Mr.  Hastings  has  condemned  in  his  regulations,  become  a 
contractor  with  his  masters. 
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Bat  thougli  I  do  not  bear  upon  Mr.  Sastings  for  having 
«pent  his  thne  in  being  a  bullock  contractor,  yet  I  say  that 
he  ougbt  to  have  laid  aside  all  the  habits  of  a  bullock  con- 
tractor when  he  was  made  a  great  minister  for  the  reforma- 
tion of  a  great  service  full  of  abuses.  I  will  show  your  lord- 
ships that  he  never  did  so ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  being  bred 
in  those  bad  habits,  and  having  had  the  education  that  I 
speak  of,  he  persevered  in  the  habits  which  had  been  formed 
in  him,  to  the  very  last.  I  understand  it  has  been  imputed 
M  a  sort  of  a  crime  in  me,  that  I  stated  something  of  the  ob- 
scurity of  Mr.  Hastings's  birth.  The  imputation  has  no  found- 
al^cHi.  Can  it  be  believed  that  any  man  could  be  so  absurd 
as  to  attack  a  man's  birth,  when  he  is  accusing  his  actions  ? 
No  ;  I  have  always  spoken  of  the  low,  sordid,  and  mercenary 
hjibits  in  which  he  was  bred ;  I  said  nothing  of  his  birth. 

But,  my  lords,  I  was  a  good  deal  surprised  when  a  friend 
of  his  and  mine,  yesterday  morning,  put  into  my  hands,  who 
had  been  attacking  Mr.  Hastings's  life  and  conduct,  a  pedi- 
gree. I  was  appealing  to  the  records  of  the  Company ;  they 
answer  by  sending  me  to  the  Herald's  Office.  Many  of  your 
lordships'  pedigrees  are  obscure,  in  comparison  with  that  of 
Mr.  Hastings,  and  I  only  wonder  how  he  came  to  derogate 
from  such  a  line  of  nobles,  by  becoming  a  contractor  for  bul- 
locks. 

A  man  may  be  an  honest  bullock  contractor ;  God  forbid 
that  many  of  them  in  this  country  should  not  be  very  honest ; 
but  I  find  his  terms  were  nearly  four  times  as  high  as  those 
which  the  House  of  Coiflmons  had  condemned  as  exorbitant ; 
they  were  not  only  unusually  high,  but  the  bullocks  were 
badly  supplied,  and  the  contiuct  had  not  been  fairly  adver- 
tised. It  was  therefore  agreed  to  declare  the  same  void  at 
l^e  expiration  of  twelve  months,  on  the  1st  December,  1763. 
'  1  say  again,  that  1  do  not  condemn  him  for  being  a  bullock 
contractor,  but  1  am  suspicious  of  his  honesty,  because  he 
has  been  nursed  in  bad  and  vicious  habits.  That  of  con- 
tracling  with  his  masters  is  a  bad  habit,  as  he  himself  has 
stated  in  a  record  which  is  printed  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. I  condemn  him  for  being  a  fraudulent  bullock  con- 
tractor ;  for  he  was  turned  out  of  that  contract  for  fraudulent 
practices ;  it  was  declared  void,  and  given  to  another  at  & 
lower  price.    After  it  was  so  disposed  of,  Mr.  Hastings  him 
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self,  condenmiDg  his  own  onginal  contract,  which  was  «t 
twelve  rupees  for  a  certain  species  of  bullocks,  took  the  con- 
tract again  at  seven ;  and  on  these  terms  it  continued.  What 
I  therefore  contend  for  is  this,  that  he  carried  with  him  iAi6 
spirit  of  a  fraudulent  bullock  contractor  through  the  whole 
of  the  Company's  service,  in  its  greatest  and  most  imnortant 
parts. 

My  lords,  the  wading  throu^  all  these  corruptions  is  an 
unpleasant  employment  for  me ;  but  what  am  1  to  think  of  a 
man  who  holds  up  his  head  so  high,  that,  when  a  matter  of 
account  is  in  discussion,  such  as  appears  in  this  vQry  defence 
that  I  have  in  my  hand,  he  declares  he  does  not  know  any- 
thing about  it  ?  He  cannot  ke^  accounts — ^that  is  beneath 
him.  We  trace  him  throughout  the  whole  of  his  career, 
engaged  in  a  great  variety  of  mercantile  employments ;  and 
yet,  when  he  comes  before  you,  you  would  imagine  that  he 
had  been  bred  in  the  study  of  the  sublimest  sciences,  and 
had  no  concern  in  anything  else ;  that  he  had  been  engaged 
in  writing  a  poem,  au  Iliad,  or  some  work  that  might  revive 
fallen  literatura.  Theve  is  but  one  exception  to  his  abhor- 
rence of  aqcounts.  He  always  contrives  to  make  up  a  good 
account  for  himself. 

My  lords,  we  have  read  to  you  a  letter  in  which  tte  court 
of  directors  have  described  the  disorders  of  their  service — 
the  utter  ruin  of  it — the  corruption  that  prevailed  in  it — and 
the  destruction  of  ihe  country  by  it. — When  we  are  said  to 
exaggerate,  we  use  no  stronger  words  than  they  do.  We 
cannot  mince  the  matter ;  your  lordships  should  not  mince 
it ;  no  little,  paltry  delicacies  should  hind^  you,  when  th^re 
is  a  country  exj)iring  under  all  these  things,  fipom  callii^  the 
authors  to  a  strict  account.  The  court  of  directors  sent  him 
that  statement ;  they  recommended  to  him  a  radical  refbrffia- 
tion.  What  does  he  do  ?  We  will  read  his  lettw  of  1773, 
in  which  you  vdll  find  seeds  sown  for  the  propagation  of  all 
those  futiu*e  abuses,  which  terminated  in  the  utter  and  irreme- 
diable destruction  of  the  whole  service.  After  he  has  praised 
the  directors  for  the  trust  that  they  had  placed  in  him,  «fiber 
expressing  his  highest  gratitude,  and  so  on ;  he  says,  "  While 
I  indulge  the  pleasure  which  I  receive  from  the  past  successeB 
of  my  endeavours,  I  own  I  cannot  refrain  from  looking  back 
with  a  mixture  of  anxiety  on  the  omissions,  by  which  I  am 
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sensible  I  may  since  thave  hazarded  the  diminution  of  your 
^teem.  All  my  leifcters  addressed  to  your  honourable  court, 
and  to  l^e  secret  committee,  repeat  the  strongest  promises  of 
prosecuting  the  inquiries  into  the  conduct  of  your  servants, 
which  you  have  beenpleased  to  commit  particularly  to  my  charge. 
You  will  readily  perceive  that  I  miist  have  been  sincere  in 
those  declarations,  since  it  would  have  argued  great  indiscre- 
tion to  have  made  them,  had  I  foreseen  my  inabihty  to  per- 
form them.  I  find  myself  now  under  the  disagreeable  neces- 
sity of  avowing  that  inability  ;  at  the  same  time  I  will  bokUy 
take  upon. me  to  affirm,  that,  on  whomsoever  you  might  have 
<ielegated  that  charge,  and  by  whatever  powers  it  might  have 
been  accompanied,  it  would  have  been  sufficient  to  occupy 
the  entire  attention  of  those  who  were  intrusted  with  it ;  and 
ev^i  with  all  the  aids  of  leisure  and  authority,  would  have 
proved  ineffectual.  I  dare  appeal  to  the  public  records,  to  the 
testimony  of  those  who  have  opportunities  of  knowing  me, 
and  even  to  the  detail  which  the  public  voic^  can  report  of 
the  past  acts  of  this  government,  that  my  time  has  been 
neither  idly  nor  uselessly  employed ;  yet  such  are  the  cares 
and  embarrassments  of  this  various  state,  that  although  much 
may  be  done,  much  mm^e  even  in  matters  of  moment  must 
necessarily  remain  neglected.  To  select  from  the  miscellane- 
ous heap,  which  each  day's  exigencies  present  to  our  choice, 
those  points  on  which  the  general  welfiu^  of  your  affairs  most 
^essentially  depends,  to  provide  expedients  for  future  advan- 
tages, ana  guard  against  probable  evils,  are  all  that  your  ad- 
imnistration  can  &thfidiy  promise  to  perform  for  your  ser- 
vice, with  their  imited  labours  most  diligently  exerted.  They 
•cannot  look  back  without  sacrificing  the  objects  of  .their  im- 
mediate duty,  which  are  those  of  your  interest,  to  endless  re- 
searches, which  can  produce  no  real  good,  and  may  expose 
your  affiurs  to  all  l^e  ruinous  consequences  of  personal  ma- 
levokQce,  both  here  and  at  home." 

My  lords,  you  see  here  that  after  admitting  that  he  has 
fxroroised  to  ihe  court  of  directors  to  do  what  they  ordered 
nim  to  do  (and  he  had  prcmiised  to  make  a  radical  reform  in 
iheir  whole  service,  and  to  cure  those  abuses  which  they  have 
«tated),  he  dedases  that  he  will  not  execute  them ;  he  pleads 
a  variety  of  oi^er  occupations  ;  but  as  to  that  great  lunda- 
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mental  grievance  he  was  appointed  to  eradicate,  he  declares 
he  will  not  even  attempt  it.  Why  did  you  promise  ?  it  natur- 
ally occurs  to  ask  him  that  question.  "  "Why,"  says  he,  "  you 
wiU  readily  perceive  that  I  must  have  heen  sincere  in  those 
declarations,  since  it  would  have  argued  great  indiscretion  to 
have  made  them,  had  I  kdown  my  inability  to  perform  them.*' 
This  is  a  kind  of  argument  that  belongs  to  Mr.  Hastings  ex- 
clusively. Most  other  people  would  say.  You  may  judge  of 
the  sincerity  of  my  promises  by  my  zeal  in  the  performance ; 
but  he  says,  you  may  judge  of  the  sincerity  of  my  promises, 
because  I  would  not  promise  if  I  had  not  thought  I  should 
be  able  to  perform.  It  runs  in  this  ridiculous  circle.  I  pro- 
mised to  obey  the  court  of  directors ;  therefore  I  knew  that 
I  could  obey  them ;  but  I  could  not  obey  them,  therefore  I 
was  absolved  from  my  promise,  and  did  not  attempt  to  obey 
them.  In  fact  there  is  not  so  much  as  one  grievance  or  abuse 
in  the  country  that  he  reformed — and  this  was  systematical 
in  Mr.  Hastings's  conduct ;  that  he  was  resolved  to  connive 
at  the  whole  of  the  iniquities  of  the  service,  because  he  was 
resolved  that  every  one  of  those  existing  iniquities  should  be 
practised  by  himself.  But,  says  he,  the  reformation  required 
can  produce  no  real  good,  and  may  expose  your  afi&drs  to  all 
the  ruinous  consequences  of  personal  malevolence  both  here 
and  at  home.  This  he  gives  you  as  a  reason  why  he  will  not 
prosecute  the  inquiry  into  abuses  abroad — because  he  is  afraid 
that  you  should  punish  him  at  home  for  doing  his  duty  abroad 
— that  it  will  expose  him  to  malevolence  at  home ;  and  there- 
fore to  avoid  being  subject  to  malevolence  at  honie,  he  would* 
not  do  his  duty  abroad. 

He  follows  this  with  something  that  is  perfectly  extraordi- 
nary ;  he  desires,  instead  of  doing  his  duty  (which  he  de- 
clares it  is  impossible  to  do),  that  he  may  be  invested  with 
an  arbitrary  power.  I  refer  your  lordsmps  to  pages  2827, 
2828,  and  2829  of  the  printed  minutes,  where  you  will  find 
the  system  of  his  government  to  be  formed  upon  a  resolution 
not  to  use  any  one  legal  means  of  punishing  corruption,  or 
for  the  prevention  of  corruption ;  all  that  he  desires  is  to 
have  an  absolute  arbitrary  power  over  the  servants  of  the 
Company.  There  you  will  see,  that  arbitrary  power  for  cor- 
rupt purposes  over  the  servants  of  the  Company  is  the  found* 
ation  of  every  part  of  his  whole  conduct.    Bemark  what  he 
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•ays  here ;  and  then  judge  whether  these  inferences  are  to  be 
eluded  by  any  chicane. 

"  In  the  charge  of  oppression,  although  supported  by  the  ' 
cries  of  the  people  and  the  most  authentic  representations,  it 
is  yet  impossible,  in  most  cases,  to  obtain  legal  proofs  of  it ; 
and  unless  the  discretionary  power  which  I  nave  recom- 
mended be  somewhere  lodged,  the  assurance  of  impunity 
from  any  formal  inquiry  will  hsi^e  every  order  of  the  Doard ; 
aa,  on  the  other  hand,  the  fear  of  the  consequences  will  re- 
strain eairery  man  withm  the  bounds  of  his  duty,  if  he  knows 
himself  liable  to  suffer  by  the  effects  of  a  single  control.*' 

My  lords,  ^ou  see  two  things  most  material  for  you  to  con- 
sider in  the  judgment  of  this  great  cause,  which  is  the  cause 
of  nations.  The  first  thing  for  you  to  consider  is  the  declar- 
ation of  the  culprit  at  your  bar,  that  a  person  may  be  pur- 
sued, by  the  cries  of  a  whole  people ;  that  documents  the 
most  authentic  and  satisfactory,  but  deficient  in  technical 
form,  may  be  produced  against  him  ;  in  short,  that  he  may 
be  guilty  of  the  most  enormous  crimes,  and  yet  that  legal 
proofs  may  be  wanting.  This  shows  you  how  seriously  you 
ought  to  consider,  before  you  reject  any  proof  upon  the  idea 
•^lai  it  is  not  technical  le^  proof.  To  this  assertion  of  Mr, 
Hastings  I  oppose,  however,  the  opinion  of  a  gentleman  who 
sits  near  his  side,  Mr.  Sumner,  which  is  much  more  probable. 

Mr.  Hastings  says  that  the  power  of  the  council  is  not 
effectual  against  the  inferior  servants,  that  is,  too  weak  to 
coerce  them.  With  much  more  truth  Mr.  Sumner  has  said 
in  his  minute,  you  might  easily  coerce  the  inferior  servants  ; 
but  that  the  dread  of  flailing  upon  persons  in  high  stations 
discourages  and  puts  an  end  to  complaint. — I  quote  the  re- 
corded authdrity  of  the  gentleman  near  him,  as  being  of  great 
weight  in  the  affairs  of  the  Company,  to  prove,  what  is  infi- 
nitely more  probable,  the  falsehood  of  Mr.  Hastings's  as- 
sertion, that  an  inferior  servant  cannot  be  coerced  ;  and  that 
th^  must  riot  with  impunity  in  the  spoils  of  the  people. 

But  we  will  go  to  a  much  more  serious  part  of  the  busi- 
ness ;  after  desiring  arbitrary  power  in  this  letter,  he  desires 
a  perpetuation  of  it.  And  here  he  has  given  you  a  description 
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of  a  bad  governor,  to  which  I  must  call  your  attention,  as 
your  lordships  will  find  it,  in  every  part  of  his  proceeding,  to 
be  exactly  applicable  to  himself  and  to  his  own  government. 

''The  first  command  of  a  state  so  extensive  as  that  of 
Bengal  is  not  without  opportunities  of  private  emoluments ; 
and  although  the  allowance  which  your  bounty  has  liberally- 
provided  for  your  servants  may  be  reasonably  expected  to  fix 
the  bounds  of  their  desires,  yet  you  will  find  it  extremely 
difficult  to  restrain  men  from  profiting  by  other  means,  who 
look  upon  their  appointment  as  the  measure  of  a  day,  and 
who,  from  the  uncertainty  of  their  condition,  see  no  room  fi[)P 
any  acquisition  but  of  wealth,  since  reputation  and  the  con- 
sequences which  follow  the  successful  conduct  of  great  affairs 
are  only  to  be  attained  in  a  course  of  years.  Under  such 
circumstances,  however  rigid  your  orders  may  be,  or  however 
supported,  I  am  afraid  that,  in  most  irwtances,  they  will  pro^ 
duce  no  other  fruits  than  either  avowed  disobedience,  or  the 
worst  extreme  of  falsehood  and  hypocrisy.  These  are  not 
the  principles  which  should  rule  the  conduct  of  men  whom 
you  nave  constituted  the  guardians  of  your  property,  ami 
checks  on  the  morals  and  fidelity  of  others.  The  care  of  sdf- 
preservation  will  naturally  suggest  the  necessity  of  seizing 
the  opportunity  of  present  power,  when  the  duration  of  it  is 
considered  as  limited  to  the  usual  term  of  three  years,  and 
of  applying  it  to  the  provision  of  a  friture  independency; 
therefore  every  renewal  of  this  term  is  liable  to  prove  a  re- 
iterated oppression.  It  is  perhaps  owing  to  the  causes  which 
I  have  described,  and  a  proof  of  their  existence,  that  this  ap- 
pointment has  been  for  some  years  past  so  eagerly  solicited, 
and  so  easily  resigned.  There  are  yet  other  inconveniences 
attendant  on  this  habit,  and  perhaps  an  investigation  of  them 
all  would  lead  to  endless  discoveries.  Every  man  whom  your 
choice  has  honoured  with  so  distinguished  a  trust  seeks  to 
merit  approbation,  and  acquire  an  edat  by  innovations,  for 
which  the  wild  scene  befbre  him  aflfoids  ample  and  justifiable 
occasion.'* 

You  see,  my  lords,  he  has  stated  that,  if  a  Governor  is  ap- 
pointed to  hold  his  o^lbce  (mly  for  a  short  time,  the  come- 
quence  would  be,  either  an  avowed  disobedience,  or,  what  is 
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wor9e,  extreme  Msehood  and  hypocrisy.  Tour  lordships  know 
that  this  man  has  held  his  office  for  a  long  time,  and  yet  his 
disobedience  has  been  avowed,  and  his  hypocrisy  and  his 
falsehood  have  been  discovered,  and  have  been  proved  to- 
your  lordships  in  the  course  of  this  trial.  You  see  this  man 
has  declared  what  are  the  principles  which  should  rule  the 
conduct  of  men  whom  you  have  constituted  the  guardians  of 
your  property,  and  cheeks  upoa  the  morals  and  fidelity  of 
others.  Mr.  Hastings  tells  you  himself  directly  what  his 
duty  was ;  he  teUs  you  himself,  and  he  pronounces  his  own 
condemnation,  what  was  expected  from  him,  namely,  that 
he  should  give  a  great  example  himself,  and  be  a  cheek  and 
guardian  of  the  fidelity  of  ail  that  are  under  him.  He  de- 
clares at  the  end  of  this  letter,  that  a  very  short  continuance 
in  their  service  would  enable  him  to  m&ke  a  fortune  up  to 
the  height  of  his  desire.  He  has  since  thought  proper  to 
declare  to  you  that  he  is  a  beggar  and  undone,  notwithstand- 
ing all  his  irregular  resources,  in  that  very  service.  I  have 
read  this  letter  to  your  lordships,  that  you  may  contrast  it 
with  the  conduct  of  the  prisoner,  as  stated  by  us  and  proved 
hy  the  evidence  we  have  adduced.  We  have  stated  and 
proved,  that  Mr.  Hastings  did  enter  upon  a  systematic  con- 
niviuice  at  the  peculation  of  the  Company's  servants — that 
he  refused  to  institute  any  check  whatever  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  corruption  ;  and  that  he  carried  into  execution  no 
one  measure  of  government,  agreeably  to  the  positive  and 
solemn  engagements  into  which  he  had  entered  with  the 
directors.  We  therefore  charge  him  not  only  with  his  own 
corruptions,  but  with  a  sympathetic,  premeditated  corruption, 
of  the  whole  service,  from  the  time  when  he  was  appointed,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1772,  down  to  the  year  1785, 
when  he  left  it.  He  never  attempted  to  detect  any  one 
single  abuse  whatever ;  he  never  endeavoured  once  to  put  a 
stop  to  M^  corruption,  in  any  man  black  or  white,  in  any 
way  whatever.  And  thus  he  has  acted  in  a  government  of 
which  he  himself  declares  the  nature  to  be  such,  that  it  is 
almost  impossible  so  to  detect  misconduct  as  to  give  le^al 
evidence  of  it,  though  a  man  should  be  declared  by  the  ones 
of  the  whole  people  te  be  guilty. 

My  lords,  he  desires  an  arbitniry  power  over  the  Company's 
servants  to  be  given  te  him.     God  forbid  arbitrary  power 
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should  be  given  into  the  hands  of  any  man !  At  the  same 
time,  God  forbid,  if  by  power  be  meant  the  ability  to  dis- 
cover, to  reach,  to  check,  and  to  punish  subordinate  corrup- 
tion^ that  he  should  not  be  enabled  so  to  do,  and  to  get  at,  to 
prosecute,  and  punish  delinquency  by  law.  But  honesty 
only,  and  not  arbitraiy  power,  is  necessary  for  that  purpose. 
We  well  know,  indeed^  that  a  government  requiring  arbitrary 
power  has  been  the  situation  in  which  this  man  has  attempted 
to  place  us.  .  - 

We  know  also,  my  lords,  that  there  are  cases,,  in  which 
the  act  of  the  delinquent  may  be  of  consequence,  while  the 
example  of  the  criminal,  from  the  obscurity  of  his  situation, 
is  of  little  importance  :  in  other  cases,  the  act  of  the  delin- 
quent may  be  of  no  great  importance,  but  the  consequences 
of  the  example  dreadful.  We  know  that  crimes  of  great 
magnitude,  that  acts  of  great  tyranny,  can  but  seldom  be  ex- 
ercised, and  only  by  a  few  persons.  They  are  privileged 
crimes.  They  are  the  dreadful  prerogatives  of  greatness  and 
of  the  highest  situations  only.  But  when  a  Governor- G^eneral 
descends  into  the  muck  and  filth  of  peculation  and  corrup- 
tion, when  he  receives  bribes  and  extorts  money,  he  does 
acts  that  are  imitable  by  everybody.  There  is  not  a  single 
man,  black  or  white,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  that  is 
possessed  in  the  smallest  degree  of  momentary  authority,  that 
cannot  imitate  the  acts  of  such  aGovemor-G^eneral.  Consider, 
then,  what  the  consequences  will  be,  when  it  is  laid  down  as 
a  principle  of  the  service,  that  no  man  is  to  be  called  to  ac- 
count according  to  the  existing  laws ;  and  that  you  must 
either  give,  as  he  says,  arbitrary  power,  or  suffer  your  go- 
vernment to  be  destroyed. 

We  asked  Mr.  Anderson  whether  the  covenant  of  fvery 
farmer  of  the  revenue  did  not  forbid  him  from  giving  any 
presents  to  any  persons,  or  taking  any.  He  answered,  he 
did  not  exactly  remember  (for  the  memory  of  this  gentleman 
is  very  indifferent,  though  the  matter  was  in  his  own  particu- 
lar province),  but  he  thought  it  did ;  and  he  referred  us  to 
the  record  of  it.  I  cannot  get  at  the  record ;  and  therefore 
you  must  take  it  as  it  stands  from  Mr.  Anderson,  without  a 
reference  to  the  record, — ^that  the  farmers  were  forbidden  to 
take  or  give  any  money  to  any  person  whatever,  beyond  their 
engagements.    Now,  if  a  Governor^- General  comes  to  that 
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fanner,  and  says,  You  must  give  a  certai9  sum  beyond  your 
mtgagements — ^he  lets  him  loose  to  prey  upon  the  landholders 
and  cultivators,  and  thus  a  way  is  prepared  for  the  final 
desolation  of  the  whole  country,  by  the  malversation  of  the 
Governor,  and  by  the  consequent  oppressive  conduct  of  the 
&nners. 

Mr.  Hastings  being  now  put  over  the  whole  country  to 
r^ulate  it,  let  us  see  what  he  has  done ;  he  s^s.  Let  me 
have  an  arbitrary  power,  and  I  will  regulate  it.  He  assumed 
arbitrary  power,  and  turned  in  and  out  every  servant  at  his 
pleasure.  But  did  he  bv  that  arbitrary  power  correct  any 
one  corruption  ?  Indeed  how  could  he  ?  He  does  not  say 
he  did ;  for  when  a  man  gives  ill  examples  in  himself,  when 
he  cannot  set  on  foot  an  inquiry  that  does  not  terminate  in 
Ms  own  corruption,  of  course  he  cannot  institute  any  inquiry 
into  the  corruption  of  the  other  servants. 

But  again,  my  lords,  the  subordinate  servant  will  say,  I 
cannot  rise  (properly  here,  as  Mr.  Hastings  has  well  6b^ 
served)  to  the  height  of  greatness,  power,  distinction,  rank, 
or  honour  in  the  government ;  but  I  can  make  my  fortune 
according  to  my  degree,  my  measure,  and  my  place.  His 
views  will  be  then  directed  so  to  make  it.  And  when  he 
sees  that  the  GovemQr-Gksneral  is  actuated  by  no  other  views ; 
when  he  himself,  as  a  farmer,  is  confidently  assured  of  the 
corruptions  of  his  superior,  when  he  knows  it  to  be  laid  down 
as  a  principle  by  the  Govemor-Q-eneral  that  no  corruption  is 
to  be  inquired  into ;  and  that  if  it  be  not  expressly  laid  down, 
ret  that  his  conduct  is  such  as  to  make  it  the  same  as  if  he 
had  actually  so  laid  it  down ;  then,  I  say,  every  part  of  the 
service  is  instantly  and  totally  corrupted. 

I  shall  next  refer  your  lordships  to  the  article  of  contracts  ; 
five  contracts  have  been  laid  before  you,  the  extravagant  and 
corrupt  profits  of  which  have  been  proved  to  amount  to 
£600,000.  We  have  shown  you,  by  the  strongest  presump- 
tive evidence,  that  these  contracts  were  given  for  the  pur- 
pose of  corrupting  the  Company's  servants  in  India,  and  of 
corrupting  the  Company  itself  in  England.  You  will  recol- 
lect that  £40,000  was  given  in  one  morning  for  a  contract 
(which  the  contractor  was  never  to  execute),  I  speak  of  Mr. 
Sullivan's  contract.  You  will  also  recoDect,  that  he  was  the 
son  of  the  principal  person  in  the  Indian  direction ;  and  who, 
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in  or  out  of  office,  was  known  to  govern  it ;  and  to  be  sup- 
ported by  the  whole  Indian  interest  of  Mr.  Hastings. 

You  hiave  seen  the  corruption  of  Sir  Shfje  Goote,  in  giving 
to  Mr.  Croftes  the  bullock  contract,  xou  have  seen  the 
bullock  contracts,  stated  to  Mr.  Hastings's  face,  and  not  de- 
nied to  have  been  made  for  concealing  a  number  of  corrupt 
interests.  Tou  have  seen  Mr.  Auriol's  contract  given  to  the 
secretary  of  the  Company  by  Mr.  HastingSy  in  order  that  he 
might  have  the  whole  records  and  registers  of  the  Company 
under  his  control.  You  have  seen  that  the  contract  and 
commission  for  the  purchase  of  stores  and  provisions,  an 
enormous  job,  was  giving  to  Mr.  Belli^  an  obscure  man,  for 
whom  Mr«  Hastings  oners  himsdf  as  security,  under  eir- 
eumstanoes  that  went  to  prove  that  Mr.  Belli  held  this  com- 
mission for  Mr.  Hastings.  These,  my  lords,  are  things  that 
cannot  be  slurred  over ;  the  Governor- General  is  corrupt,  he 
corrupts  all  about  him ;  he  does  it  upon  system ;  he  will 
make  no  inquiry. 

My  lords,  I  have  stated  the  amount  of  the  sums  which  he 
has  squandered  away  in  these  contracts;  but  you  will  ob- 
serve that  we  have  brought  forward  but  five  of  them. 
Gtood  Gtod  1  When  you  consider  the  magnitude  and  mtilti* 
plicity  of  the  Company's  dealings,  judge  you  what  must  be 
the  enormous  mass  of  that  corruption,  of  which  he  has  heem 
the  cause,  and  in  the  profits  of  which  he  has  partaken. 
When  your  lordships  shall  have  considered  (this  document) 
his  defence,  which  I  have  read  in  part  to  you,  see  whether 
you  are  not  bound,  when  he  imputes  to  us  and  throws  upon 
us  the  cause  of  all  his  corruption,  to  throw  back  the  chtfee 
by  your  decision,  and  hurl  it  with  indi£;nation  upon  himseu. 

But  'there  is  another  ishameleas  and  most  imquitoua  cir- 
cumsttftice,  which  I  have  forgotten  to  mention,  respecting 
these  contracts.  He  not  only  considered  them  as  means  <» 
present  power,  and  therefore  protected  his  favourites,  without 
the  least  inquiry  into  their  conduct,  and  with  flagrant  suspi* 
cion  of  a  corrupt  participation  in  their  delinquency  ;  but  he 
goes  still  farther ;  he  declares,  that,  if  he  should  be  removed 
&om  his  government,  he  will  give  them  a  lease  in  these  ei'' 
orbitant  profits,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  corrupt  party 
to  support  and  bear  him  out  by  their  evidence,  upon  tne  e?ei^ 
of  any  inquiry  into  his  conduct ;  to  give  him  a  razynama»  to 
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gire  him  a  flourisliiiig  character,  whenever  he  should  cbme 
upon  his  trial.  Hear  what  his  principles  are ;  hear  what  the 
man  himself  avows  : — 

"  Fort  William,  October  4, 1779. 
"  In  answer  to  Mr.  Francis's  insinuation,  that  it  is  natural 
enough  for  the  agent  to  wish  to  secure  himself,  before  the 
expiration  of  the  present  government ;  I  avow  the  fact  as  to 
mjrself  as  well  as  the  agent.  When  I  see  a  systematic  oppo- 
sition to  every  measure  proposed  by  me  for  the  service  of  the 
public,  by  wWch  an  individual  mav  eventually  benefit,  I  can- 
not hesitate  a  moment  to  declare  it  to  be  my  firm  belief  that 
should  the  government  of  this  country  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  present  minority,  they  would  seek  the  ruin  of  every 
man  connected  with  me ;  it  is  therefore  only  an  act  of  com-* 
mon  justice  in  me  to  wish  to  secure  them,  as  far  as  I  legally 
ean,  nrom  the  apprehension  of  future  oppression.'* 

Here  is  the  principle  avowed.  He  takes  for  granted,  and 
he  gives  it  the  name  of  oppression,  that  the  person  who 
should  succeed  him  would  take  away  those  unlawful  and 
wicked  emoluments,  and  give  them  to  some  other.  But, 
flays  he,  I  will  put  out  of  the  Company's  power  the  very 
means  of  redress. 

The  document  which  I  am  now  going  to  read  to  your 
lordships  contains  a  declaration  by  ]y£*.  i^Mtings  of  another 
means  which  he  used  of  corrupting  the  whole  Company's 
service. 

Minute  of  the  Governor- General. — Extract  from  that  mi- 
imte : — "  Called  upon  ccmtinually  by  persons  of  high  rank  and 
station,  both  in  national  and  in  the  Company's  councils,  to 
protect  and  prefer  their  friends  in  the  army ;  and  by  the 
merits  and  servicer  which  have  come  under  my  personal 
knowledge  and  observation,  I  suffer  both  pain  and  humiliation 
at  the  want  of  power  to  reward  the  meritorious^  or  to  show  a 
proper  attention  to  the  wishes  of  my  superiors,  without 
havmg  recourse  to  means  whicii  must  be  considered  as 
incompatible  with  the  dicnity  of  my  station.  The  slender 
relief  which  I  entreat  of  the  board  from  this  state  of  mortifi- 
cation is  the  authority  to  augment  the  number  of  my  staff, 
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which  will  enable  me  to  show  a  marked  and  particular  atten- 
tion in  circumstances  such  as  above  stated,  and  will  be  no 
considerable  burthen  to  the  Company." 

My  lords,  you  here  see  what  he  has  been  endeavouring  to 
effect,  for  the  express  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  secure  him- 
self a  corrupt  influence  in  England.  But  there  is  another 
point  much  more  material— which  brings  the  matter  directly 
home  to  this  court,  and  puts  it  to  you,  either  to  punish  him 
or  to  declare  yourselves  to  be  accomplices  in  the  corruption 
of  the  whole  service.  Hear  what  the  man  himself  says.  I 
am  first  to  mention  to  your  lordships  the  occasion  upon  which 
the  passage  which  I  shall  read  to  you  was  written.  It  was 
when  he  was  making  his  enormous  and  shameful  establish- 
ment of  a  revenue  board,  in  the  year  1781 ;  of  which  I  shall 
say  a  few  words  hereafter,  as  being  a  gross  abuse  in  itself; 
he  then  felt  that  the  world  would  be  so  much  shocked  at  the 
enormous  prodigality  and  corrupt  profusion  of  what  he  was 
doing,  that  he  at  last  spoke  out  plainly. 

A  minute  of  Mr.  Hastings  transmitted  in  a  letter  by  Mr. 
"Wheler : — "  In  this,  as  it  must  be  the  case  in  every  reform- 
ation, the  interest  of  individuals  has  been  our  principal,  if 
not  our  only  impediment.  We  could  not  at  once  deprive  so 
large  a  body  oi  our  fellow-servants  of  their  bread,  without 
feeling  that  reluctance  which  humanity  must  dictate;  not 
unaccompanied  perhaps  with  some  concern  for  the  conse- 
quence which  our  own  credit  might  suffer,  by  an  act  which 
involved  the  fortunes  of  many,  and  extended  its  influence  to 
all  their  connexions. 

"  This,  added  to  the  justice  which  was  due  to  your  servants, 
who  were  removed  for  no  fault  of  theirs,  but  for  the  public 
convenience,  induced  us  to  continue  their  allowances  until 
other  offices  could  be  provided  for  them — and  the  more  cheer- 
fully to  submit  to  the  expediency  of  leaving  others  in  a  tem- 
porary or  partial  charge  of  the  internal  collections.  In  effect 
the  civil  officers  of  this  government  might  be  reduced  to  a 
very  scanty  number,  were  their  exigency  alone  to  determine 
the  list  of  your  covenanted  servants,  which  at  this  time  con- 
sist of  ne  less  a  number  than  two  hundred  and  fifty-two ; 
many  of  them  the  sons  of  the  first  families  in  the  kingdom  of 
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Great  Britain,  and  every  one  aspiring  to  the  rapid  acquisition 
of  lacks,  and  to  return  to  pass  the  prime  of  their  lives  at 
home,  as  multitude^  have  done  before  them.  Neither  will 
the  revenues  of  this  country  suffice  for  such  boundless  pre- 
tensions ;  nor  are  they  compatible  with  yours  and  the  national 
interests,  which  may  eventually  suffer  as  certain  a  ruin  from 
the  effects  of  private  competition  and  the  claim  of  patronage 
as  from  the  more  dreaded  calamities  of  war,  or  the  other  or- 
dinary causes  which  lead  to  the  decline  of  dominion." 

My  lords,  you  havehere  his  declaration,  that  patronage,  which 
be  avows  to  be  one  of  the  principles  of  his  government,  and 
to  be  the  principle  of  the  last  of  his  acts,  is  worse  than  war, 
pestilence,  and  famine ;  and  that  all  these  calamities  together 
might  not  be  so  effectual  as  this  patronage  in  wasting  and 
destroying  the  country.  And  at  what  time  does  he  tell  you 
this  ?  He  tells  it  you,  when  he  himself  had  just  wantonly 
destroyed  an  old  regular  establishment  for  the  purpose  of 
creating  a  new  one,  in  which  he  savs  he  was  unaer  the 
necessity  of  pensioning  the  members  oi  the  old  establishment 
from  motives  of  mere  humanity.  He  here  confesses  himself 
to  be  the  author  of  the  whole  mischief. — I  could,  says  he, 
have  acted  better ;  I  might  have  avoided  desolating  the  coun- 
try by  peculation.  But,  says  he,  I  had  sons  of  the  first 
families  in  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain ;  every  one  aspiring 
to  the  rapid  acquisition  of  lacks,  and  this  would  not  suffer 
xne  to  do  my  duty.  I  hope  your  lordships  will  stigmatize  the 
falsehood  of  this  assertion.  Consider,  my  lords,  what  he  has 
said — two  hundred  and  fifty  men  at  once,  and  in  succession, 
aspiring  to  come  home  in  the  prime  of  their  youth  with  lacks. 
You  cannot  take  lacks  to  be  less  than  two ;  we  cannot  make 
a  plural  less  than  two.  Two  lacks  make  £20,000.  Then 
multiply  that  by  252,  and  you  will  find  more  than  £2,500,000 
to  be  provided  for  that  set  of  gentlemen,  and  for  the  claims 
of  patronage.  Undoubtedly  such  a  patronage  is  worse  than 
the  most  dreadfrd  calamities  of  war,  and  all  the  other  causes 
which  lead  to  decline  of  dominion. 

Mv  lords,  I  beseech  you  to  consider  this  plan  of  corrupting 
the  Company's  servants,  beginning  with  systematical  corrup- 
tion, and  ending  with  an  avowed  declaration  that  he  will 
persist  in  this  iniquitous  proceeding,  and  to  the  utmost  of  his 
power  entail  it  upon  the  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  secur- 
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ing  his  accomplices  against  all  the  consequences  of  anj 
change  in  the  Uompany  s  goyemment.  I  dare  not,  says  he, 
be  honest ;  if  I  make  their  fortunes,  you  inll  judge  faTOurably 
of  me ;  if  I  do  not  make  their  fortunes,  I  shall  find  myseiif 
crushed  with  a  load  of  reproach  and  obloquy,  from  which  I 
cannot  escape  in  any  other  way  than  by  bribing  the  House  of 
Peers.  What  a  shameful  aTowal  this  to  be  made  in  the  face 
of  the  world ! — Your  lordships'  judgment  upon  this  great 
cause  will  obliterate  it  from  the  memory  of  man.  But  his  . 
apprehension  of  some  change  in  the  Company's  goyemment 
is  not  his  only  pretext  for  some  of  these  corrupt  proceedings : 
he  adverts  also  to  the  opposition  which  he  had  to  encounter 
with  his  colleagues,  as  another  circumstance  which  drove  him 
to  adopt  others  of  th^ese  scandalous  expediencies.  Now  there 
was  a  period  when  he  had  no  longer  to  contend  with,  or  to 
fear,  that  opposition.  When  he  had  got  rid  of  the  majority 
in  the  council,  which  thwarted  him,  what  did  he  do  P  Did  he 
himself  correct  any  of  the  evils  and  disorders  which  had  pre- 
vailed in  the  service,  and  which  his  hostile  majority, had  pur* 
posed  to  reform  ?  No,  not  one ;  notwithstanding  the  court 
of  directors  had  supported  the  majority  in  all  their  declarar 
tions,  and  had  accused  him  of  corruption  and  rebellion  in 
every  part  of  his  opposition  to  them.  Now  that  he  was  fi^ee 
from  the  yoke  of  all  the  mischief  of  that  cursed  majority 
which  he  dfeprecates,  and  which  I  have  heard  certain  persona 
consider  as  a  great  calamity  (a  calamity  indeed  it  was  to 
patronage), — as  soon,  I  say,  as  he  was  free  from  this,  you 
would  imagine  he  had  undertaken  some  great  and  capital  re- 
formation ;  for  all  the  power  which  the  Company  could  give 
was  in  his  hands — tota^  absolute,  and  unconnned. 

I  must  here  remind  your  lordships  that  the  provineial 
councils  was  an  establishment  made  by  Mr.  Hastings.  So 
confident  was  he,  in  his  own  opinion,  of  the  expediency  of 
them,  that  he  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors  a  dran  of 
an  act  of  parliament  to  confirm  them ;  by  this  act  it.  was  his 
intention  to  place  them  beyond  the  possibility  of  mutati<»i. 
Whatever  opinion  others  might  entertain  of  their  weakness, 
inefficacy,  or  other  defects,  Mr.  Hastings  found  no  such 
things  in  them.  He  had  declared  in  the  bee^inning  that  he 
considered  them  as  a  sort  of  experiment ;  but  that  in  the 
progress  he  found  them  answer  so  perfectly  well,  that  he 
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proposed  even  an  act  of  parhament  to  support  them.  The 
court  of  directors,  knowing  the  mischiefs  that  innovation  had 
produced  in  their  service,  and  the  desolations  which  it  bad 
Drought  on  the  country,  commanded  him  not  to  take  any 
step  for  dianging  them,  without  their  orders.  Contrary,  , 
however,  to  bis  own  declarations — contrary  to  the  sketch  of 
an  act  of  parliament,  which,  for  aught  he  knew,  the  legisla- 
ture might  then  have  passed  (I  know  that  it  was  in  contem- 
plation to  pass  about  that  time  several  acts  for  regulating 
the  Company's  affairs  ;  and  for  one,  I  should  have  been,  as  I 
always  have  been,  a  good  deal  concerned  in  whatever  tended 
to  fix  some  kind  of  permanent .  and  settled  government  in 
Bengal),  in  violation,  I  say,  of  his  duty,  and  in  contradiction 
to  his  own  opinion,  he  at  that  time,  without  giving  the  parties 
notice,  turns  out  of  their  employments,  situation,  and  bread 
the  provincial  councils. 

And  who  were  the  members  of  those  provincial  councils  ? 
They  were  of  high  rank  in  the  Company's  service ;  they 
were  not  junior  servants,  boys  of  a  day,  but  persons  who  had 
gone  through  some  probation ;  who  knew  something  of  the 
country ;  who  were  conversant  in  its  revenues  and  in  the 
course  of  its  business  ;  they  were,  in  short,  men  of  consider- 
able rank  in  the  Company's  service.  What  did  he  do  with 
these  people?  Without  any  regard  to  their  rank  in  the 
service — no  more  than  he  had  regarded  the  rank  of  the  no- 
bility of  the  country — he  sweeps  them  all  in  one  day  from 
their  independent  situations  without  reference  to  the  direc- 
tara,  and  turns  them  all  into  pensioners  upon  the  Company. 
And  for  what  purpose  was  this  done  ?  It  was  done  in  order  to 
reduce  the  Company's  servants,  who  in  their  independent  situ- 
ations were  too  great  a  mass  and  volume  for  him  to  corrupt  to 
an  abject  dependence  upon  his  absolute  power.  It  was  that 
he  might  tell  them.  You  have  lost  your  actuations ;  you  have 
nothing  but  small  alimentary  pensions ;  nothing  more  than 
a  maintenance,  and  you  must  depend  upon  me  whether  you 
are  to  have  anything  more  or  not.  Thus  at  one  stroke  a 
large  division  of  the  Company's  servants,  and  one  of  the 
highest  orders  of  them,  were  reduced  for  their  next  bread 
to  an  absolute  submissive  depaidence  upon  his  will;  and 
the  Company  was  loaded  with  the  pensions  of  all  these  dis- 
carded servants.    Thus  were  ^rsons  in  an  honourable  inde- 
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pendent  situation  earned  by  long  service  in  that  country, 
and  who  were  subject  to  punishment  for  their  crimes  if  proved 
against  them,  all  deprived,  unheard,  of  their  employments. 
You  would  imagine  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  at  least  charged 
them  with  corruption.  No ;  you  will  see  upon  your  minutes, 
that  when  he  abolished  the  provincial  councils  he  declared  at 
the  same  time  that  he  found  no  &ult  with  the  persons  con- 
cerned in  them. 

Thus  then  he  has  got  rid,  as  your  lordships  see,  of  one 
whole  body  of  the  Company's  servants ;  he  has  systematically 
corrupted  the  rest,  and  provided  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power 
for  the  perpetuation  of  their.corruption  ;  he  has  connived  at 
all  their  delinquencies,  and  has  destroyed  the  independence 
of  all  the  superior  orders  of  them.  Now  hear  what  he  does 
with  regard  to  the  council  general  itself.  They  had,  by  the 
act  that  made  Mr.  Hastings  Governor,  the  management  of 
the  revenues  vested  in  them  ; — ^you  have  been  shown  by  an 
honourable  and  able  fellow-manager  of  mine  that  he  took 
the  business  of  this  department  wholly  out  of  the  hand  of  the 
council ;  that  he  named  a  committee  for  the  management  of 
it  at  an  enormous  expense — ^a  committee  made- up  of  his  own 
creatures  and  dependants ;  and  that,  after  destroying  the  pro- 
vincial councils,  he  brought  down  the  whole  management  of 
the  revenue  to  Calcutta.  This  committee  took  this  import- 
ant business  entirely  out  of  the  hands  of  the  council,  in  which 
the  act  had  vested  it,  and  this  committee  he  formed  without 
the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  directly  contrary  to 
the  act  which  put  the  superintendence  in  the  hands  of  the 
council. 

Oh !  but  he  reserved  a  superintendence  over  them.  You 
shall  hear  what  the  superintendence  was ;  you  shall  see»  feel, 
smell,  touch — it  shall  enter  into  every  avenue  and  pore  of 
vour  soul.  It  will  show  you  what  was  the  real  principle  of 
!Mr.  Hastings's  government.  We  will  read  to  vou  what  Sir 
John  Shore  savs  of  that  institution,  and  of  the  only  ends 
and  purposes  which  it  could  answer ;  your  lordships  vriU  then 
see  now  far  he  was  justifiable  in  violating  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment, and  giving  out  of  the  council's  hands  the  great  trust 
which  the  laws  of  his  country  had  vested  in  them.  It  is 
part  of  a  paper  written  in  1785,  by  Mr.  Shore,  who  was  sole 
acting  president  of  this  committee,  to  which  all  Bengal  was 


d  by  Google 


WABBEN  HASTINGS,   ESQ.  377 

delivered ;  he  was  dn  old  servant  of  the  Company,  and  he  is 
now  at  the  head  of  the  government  of  that  country.  He 
was  Mr.  Hastings's  particular  friend,  and  therefore  you  can- 
not doubt  either  of  his  being  a  competent  evidence,  or  that 
he  is  a  favourable  evidence  for  Mr.  Hastings's,  and  that  he 
would  not  say  one  word  against  the  establishment  of  which 
he  himself  was  at  the  head  that  was  not  perfectly  true,  and 
forced  out  of  him  by  the  truth  of  the  case.  There  is  not  a 
single  part  of  it  that  does  not  point  out  some  abuse. 

"  In  the  actual  coDection  of  the  revenues,  nothing  is  more 
necessary  than  to  give  immediate  attention  to  all  complaints, 
which  are  preferred  daily  vnthout  number,  and  to  dispatch 
•them  in  a  summary  manner ;  this  cannot  be  done  where  the 
control  is  remote.  In  every  pergunnah  throughout  Bengal 
there  are  some  distinct  usages,  which  cannot  be  clearly  known 
at  a  distance ;  yet  in  all  complaints  of  oppression  or  extor- 
tion these  must  be  known  before  a  decision  can  be  pronounc- 
ed. But  to  learn  at  Calcutta  the  particular  customs  of  a 
district  of  Badshahy  or  Daca  is  almost  impossible ;  and 
considering  the  channel  through  which  an  explanation  must 
pass,  and  through  which  the  complaint  is  made,  any  colouring 
may  be  given  to  it ;  ai^d  oppression  and  extortion,  to  the  ruin 
of  a  district^  may  be  practised  vdth  impunity.  This  is  a 
continual  source  of  embarrassment  to  the  committee  of  reve- 
nue in  Calcutta. 

"  One  object  of  their  institution  was  to  bring  the  revenues 
without  the  expenses  of  agency  to  the  presidency,  and  to 
remove  all  local  control  over  the  farmers,  who  were  to  pay 
their  rents  at  Calcutta.  When  complaints  are  made  against 
furmers  by  the  occupiers  of  the  lands,  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  discriminate  truth  from  fEdsehood.  But  to  prevent  a  failure 
in  the  revenue,  it  is  found  necessary,  in  all  doubtful  cases,  to 
support  the  farmer ;  a  circumstance  which  may  give  rise  to 
and  confirm  the  most  cruel  acts  of  oppression.  The  real  state 
of  any  district  cannot  be  known  by  the  committee.  An 
occupier  or  zemindar  may  plead  that  an  inundation  has  ruined 
him,  or  that  his  country  is  a  desert  through  want  of  rain. 
An  aumeen  is  sent  to  examine  the  complaint ;  he  returns 
with  an  exaggerated  account  of  losses  proved  in  volumes  of 
intricate  accounts,  which  the  committee  have  no  time  to  read. 
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find  for  which  the  aumeen  is  well  paid.  Poaeibly,  howeyer, 
the  whole  account  is  false.  Suppose  no  aumeen  is  employed 
and  the  renter  is  held  to  the  tenor  of  his  engagement,  the 
loss,  if  real,  must  occasion  his  ruin,  unless  his  assessm^it  is 
very  moderate  indeed. 

'^  I  may  venture  to  pronounce,  that  the  real  state  of  the 
districts  is  now  less  known,  and  the  revenue  less  understood, 
than  in  the  year  1774.  Since  the  natives  have  had  the  dis- 
posal of  accounts,  since  they  have  been  introduced  as  agents 
and  trusted  with  authority,  intricacy  and  confusion  have 
taken  place ;  the  records  and  accounts  which  have  been  com- 
piled are  numerous ;  yet  when  anV  particular  account  is 
wanted,  it  cannot  be  found.  It  is  the  business  of  all,  from 
the  ryots  to  the  dewan,  to  conceal  and  deceive.  The  sim- 
plest matters  of  feet  are  designedly  covered  with  a  veil 
through  which  no  human  understanding  can  penetrate. 

"  With  respect  to  the  present  conimittee  of  revenue,  it  is 
morally  impossible  for  them  to  execute  the  business  they  are 
intrusted  with.  They  are  invested  with  a  general  control, 
and  they  have  an  executive  authority  larger  than  ever  was 
before  given  to  any  board  or  body  of  men.  They  may  and 
must  get  through  the  business.  But  to  pretend  to  assert 
that  they  really  execute  it,  would  be  folly  and  falsehood. 

"  The  grand  object  of  the  native  dewannies  was  to  acquire 
independent  control,  and  for  many  years  they  have  pursued 
this  with  wonderful  art.  The  farmers  and  zemindars  under 
the  committee  prosecute  the  same  plan,  and  have  already 
objections  to  anything  that  has  the  least  appearance  of  re- 
striction. All  control  removed,  they  can  plunder  as  they 
please. 

"The  committee  must  have  a  dewan  or  executive  officer, 
call  Um  by  what  name  you  please.  This  man,  in  fact,  has 
all  the  revenues  paid  at  the  presidency  at  his  disposal,  and 
can,  if  he  has  any  abilities,  bring  all  the  renters  under  contri- 
bution. It  is  of  little  advantage  to  restrain  the  committee 
themselves  from  bribeiy  or  corruption,  when  their  executive 
officer  has  the  power  of  protecting  both  undetected. 

"  To  display  the  arts  employed  by  a  native  on  such  an  oc- 
casion would  fill  a  volume.  He  discovers  the  secret  re- 
so\u*ce8  of  the  zemindars  and  renters,  their  enemies  and 
competitors,  and  by  the  engines  of  hope  and  fear  raised  upon 
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these  foundations  he  can  work  tbem  to  his  purpose.  The 
committee,  with  the  best  intentions,  best  abilities,  and  stead- 
iest applicalion,  must  after  all  be  a  tool  in  the  hand  of  their 
dewan." 

Here  is  the  aeeonnt  of  Mr.  Hastings's  new  committee  of 
revenue,  substituted  in  the  place  of  an  establishment  made 
by  act  of  parliament ;  here  is  what  he  has  substituted  for 
provincial  councils.  Here  is  what  he  has  substituted  in  the 
room  of  the  whole  regular  order  of  the  service,  which  he 
t<^ally  subverted.  Can  we  add  anything  to  this  picture  ? 
Can  we  heighten  it  P  Can  we  do  anything  more  than  to  re- 
commend it  to  your  lordships'  serious  consideration  P 

But  before  I  finally  dismiss  this  part  of  our  charge,  I  must 
request  your  lordships'  most  earnest  attention  to  the  true 
charact^  of  these  atrocious  proceedings,  as  they  now  stand 
proved  before  you,  by  direct  or  the  strongest  presumptive 
evidence  upon  the  Company's  records,  and  by  his  own  con- 
£98sions  and  declarations,  and  those  of  his  most  intimate 
friends  and  avowed  agents.  Your  lordships  will  recollect 
that,  previously  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Hastings  to  be 
the  G-ovemor-General,  in  1772,  the  collection  of  the  revenues 
was  committed  to  a  naib  dewan,  or  native  collector,  under  the 
Gontroi  of  the  supreme  council ;  and  that  Mr.  Hastings  did 
at  that  time,  and  upon  various  occasions  afterwards,  declare 
it  to  be  his  decided  and  fixed  opinion,  that  nothing  would  be 
80  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  Company,  and  to  the 
happiness  and  welfiEu*e  of  the  inhabitants  of  their  provinces, 
as  changes,  and  more  especially  sudden  changes,  in  the  col- 
lection of  their  revenues.  His  opinion  was  also  most  strongly 
and  reiteratedly  pressed  upon  him  by  his  masters,  the  court 
of  directors.  The  first  step  taken  after  his  appointment  was 
to  abolish  the  office  of  naib  dewan,  and  to  send  a  committee 
through  the  provinces,  at  the  expense  of  £50,000  a  year,  to 
make  a  settlement  of  rents  to  be  paid  by  the  natives  for  five 
years.  At  the  same  time  he  appointed  one  of  the  Company's 
servants  to  be  the  collector  in  each  province,  and  he  abol- 
ished the  general  board  of  revenue,  which  had  been  estab- 
li^ed  at  Moorshedabad,  chiefly  for  the  following  reasons ; 
that  by  its  exercising  a  separate  control,  the  members  of  the 
supreme  council  at  Calcutta  were  prevented  from  acquiring 
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that  iiI^mH^' acquaintance  "witli  the  revenues  which  was 
necessary  to  persons  in  their  station ;  and  because  many  of 
the  powers  necessary  for  the  collection  of  the  revenues  could 
not  he  delegated  to  a  subordinate  council.  In  consideration 
of  these  opinions,  orders,  and  declarations,  he,  in  1773, 
abolished  the  office  of  collector,  and  transferred  the  manage- 
ment of  the  revenues  to  several  councils  of  revenue,  called 
provincial  councils,  and  recommended  their  perpetual  estab- 
lishment by  act  of  parliament.  In  the  year  1774,  in  con- 
tradiction of  his  former  opinion,  respecting  the  necessity  of 
the  supreme  council  possessing  all  possible  means  of  becom- 
ing acquainted  with  the  details  of  the  revenue,  he  again 
recommended  the  continuance  of  the  provincial  councils  in 
all  their  parts.  This  he  again  declared  to  be  his  deliberate 
opinion  in  1775  and  in  1776.  In  the  mean  time  a  majority 
of  the  supreme  council,  consisting  of  members  who  had 
generally  diflfered  in  opinion  from  Mr.  Hastings,  had  trans- 
mitted their  advice  to  the  court  of  directors,  recommending 
some  changes  in  the  system  of  provincial  councils.  The  di- 
rectors, in  their  reply  to  this  recommendation,  did,  in  1777, 
order  the  supreme  council  to  form  a  new  plan  for  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenues,  and  to  transmit  it  to  theCm  for  their  con- 
sideration. 

No  such  plan  was  transmitted ;  but  in  the  year  1781,  Mr. 
Hastings  having  obtained  a  majority  in  the  council,  he  again 
changed  the  whole  system,  both  of  the  collection  of  the  reve- 
nue and  of  the  executive  administration  of  civil  and  criminal 
justice.  And  who  were  the  persons  substituted  in  the  place 
of  those  whom  he  removed  P  Names,  my  lords,  with  which 
you  are  already  but  too  well  acquainted.  At  their  head 
stands  Munny  Begum ;  then  comes  his  own  domestic  and 
private  bribe-agent,  Gunga  Govin  Sing;  then  his  banyan, 
Cantoo  Baboo ;  then  that  instrument  of  all  evil,  Debi  Sing ; 
then  the  whole  tribe  of  his  dependants,  white  and  blac^ 
whom  he  made  farmers  of  the  revenue,  with  Colonel  Han- 
nay  at  their  head ;  and  lastly,  his  confidential  residents,  se- 
cret agents,  and  private  secretaries,  Mr.  Middleton,  Major 
Palmer,  &c.  &c. — Can  your  lordships  doubt,  for  a  single  in- 
stant, of  the  real  spirit  of  these  proceedings  ?  Can  you  doubt 
of  the  whole  design  having  originated  and  ended  in  corruption 
and  peculation  ? 
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"We  have  fully  stated  to  you,  from 
parties  themselves,  the  effects  and  consequenS 
proceedings — namely,  the  dilapidation  of.  the  revenues,  and 
the  ruin  and  desolation  of  the  provinces.  And,  my  lords, 
what  else  could  have  been  expected  or  designed  by  this 
sweeping  subversion  of  the  control  of  the  Company's  serv* 
ants  over  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  the  vesting  of 
it  in  a  black  dewan,  but  fraud  and  peculation  ?  What  else, 
I  say,  was  to  be  expected  in  the  inextricable  turnings  and 
winaiiigs  of  that  black  mystery  of  iniquity,  but  the  conceal- 
ment of  every  species  of  wrong,  violence,  outrage,  and  op- 
pression ?  Your  lordships  then  have  seen  that  the  whole 
country  was  put  into  the  hands  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing ;  and 
when  you  remember  who  this  Gunga  Govin  Sing  was,  and 
how  effectually  Mr.  Hastings  had  secured  him  against  de- 
tection, in  every  part  of  his  malpractices  and  atrocities,  can 
you  for  a  moment  hesitate  to  believe  that  the  whole  project 
was  planned  and  executed  for  the  purpose  of  putting  all 
Bengal  under  contribution  to  Mr.  Hastings  ?  But  if  you 
are  resolved,  after  all  this,  to  entertain  a  good  opinion  of 
Mr.  Hastings — ^if  you  have  taken  it  into  your  heads,  for  rea- 
sons best  known  to  yourselves,  to  imagine  that  he  has  some 
hidden  virtues,  which  in  the  government  of  Bengal  he  has 
not  displayed,  and  which,  to  us  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
have  not  been  discernible  in  any  one  single  instance ;  these 
virtues  may  be  fit  subjects  for  paragraphs  in  newspapers — 
they  may  be  pleaded  for  him  by  the  partisans  of  his  Indian 
faction.  But  your  lordships  will  do  well  to  remember  that 
it  is  not  to  Mr.  Hastings  himself  that  you  are  trusting,  but 
to  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  K  the  committee  were  tools  in  his 
hands,  must  not  Mr.  Hastings  have  also  been  a  tool  in  his 
hands  ? — K  they,  with  whom  he  daily  and  hourly  had  to 
transact  business,  and  whose  office  it  was  to  control  and  re- 
strain him,  were  unable  so  to  do,  is  this  control  and  restraint 
to  be  expected  from  Mr.  Hastings,  who  was  his  confidant, 
and  whose  corrupt  transactions  he  could  at  any  time  discover 
to  the  world  ?  My  worthy  colleague  has  traced  the  whole 
of  Mr.  Hastings's  bribe  account,  in  the  most  clear  and  satis- 
factory manner,  to  Gunga  Govin  Sing — him  first — ^him  last 
— ^him  midst,  and  without  end.  If  we  fail  of  the  conviction 
of  the  prisoner  at  your  bar,  your  lordships  will  not  have  ac- 
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quitted  Mr.  HMtings  merely,  but  you  will  confinn  all  tbe 
robberies  and  rapines  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  You  will  n* 
cognise  him  as  a  faithful  Gk>Temor  of  India.  Yes,  my  loiib, 
let  us  rejoice  in  this  man.  Let  us  adopt  him  as  our  own« 
Let  our  coimtnr,  let  this  House,  be  proud  of  him !  If  Mr* 
Hastings  can  be  acquitted,  we  must  admit  Gunga  Govin 
Sing's  government  to  be  the  greatest  blessing  that  erer  hi^ 
pened  to  mankind.  But  if  Gunga  Govin  Sing's  govemmeut 
be  the  greatest  curse  that  ever  befell  suffering  humanity,  at 
we  assert  it  to  have  been,  there  is  the  man  that  placed  Imn 
in  it ;  there  is  his  father,  his  godfather,  the  first  aul^or  and 
origin  of  all  these  evils  and  calamities.  My  lords,  remembw 
Dinagepore ;  remember  the  bribe  of  £40,000  whidi  Ghmga 
GK>vin  Sing  procured  for  Mr.  Hastings  in  that  proTince,  and 
the  subsequent  horror  of  that  scene. 

But,  my  lords,  do  you  extend  your  confidence  to  Gunga 
Govin  Sin?  ?  Not  even  the  face  of  this  man,  to  whom  the 
revenues  oi  the  Company,  together  with  the  estates,  fortunes) 
reputations,  and  lives  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  coimtrf  w^fe 
deuvered  over,  is  known  in  those  provinces.  He  resides  at 
Calcutta,  and  is  represented  hj  a  variety  of  under  a^nts. 
Do  you  know  Qt)vin  Ghose  ?  Do  you  know  Nimdalol  r  Do 
you  know  the  whole  tribe  of  peculators,  whom  Mr.  Hastings 
calls  his  faithful  domestic  servants  P  Do  vou  know  all  the 
persons  that  Gunga  Govin  Sing  must  employ  in  the  variouft 
ramifications  of  the  revenues  throughout  all  the  provincet '/ 
Are  you  prepared  to  trust  all  these  r  The  board  of  rev^ioe 
has  coi^essed  that  it  could  not  control  them.  Mr.  Hastangs 
himself  could  not  control  them.  The  establishment  of  tnk 
system  was  like  Sin's  opening  the  gates  of  hell ;  like  her  lie 
could  open  the  gate,  but  to  shut,  at  Milton  says,  exceeded 
his  power.  The  former  establishments,  if  derac^ve,  or  if 
abuses  were  found  in  them,  mieht  have  been  corrected. 
There  was  at  least  the  means  of  detecting  and  punishing 
abuse.  But  Mr.  Hastings  destroyed  the  means  of  doing 
either,  b^  putting  the  whole  country  into  the  hands  of  Gunga 
Govin  Smg. 

Now,  having  seen  all  these  things  done,  look  to  the  ao^ 
count.  Your  lordships  will  now  be  pleased  to  look  at  this 
business  as  a  mere  account  of  revenue.  You  will  find,  on 
comparing  the  three  yearn  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  was  in  tli# 
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minority  with  the  three  years  after  the  appointment  of  this 
oommittee,  that  the  assessment  upon  the  country  increased, 
but  that  the  revenue  was  diminished ;  and  you  will  also  find, 
which  IS  a  matter  that  ought  to  astoni^  you,  that  the  ex^^ 
penses  of  the  collections  were  increased  by  no  less  a  sum 
than  £500,000.  You  may  judge  from  this  what  riot  there 
was  in  rapacity  and  ravage,  both  amongst  the  European  and 
native  agents,  but  chiefly  amongst  the  natives ;  for  Mr. 
Hasti^igs  did  not  divide  the  greatest  part  of  this  ^oil  among 
the  Company's  servants,  but  among  this  gang  of  black  de- 
paidants. 

These  accounts  are  in  pages  1273  and  1274  of  your  min- 
utes. My  lords,  weighty  in(ked  would  have  been  the  charge 
brought  before  your  lordships  by  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain,  against  the  prisoner  at  your  bar,  if  they  had  fixed 
-upon  no  other  crime  or  misdemeanour  than  that  which  1  am 
now  pressing  upon  you.  His  throwing  off  the  allegiance  of 
the  Company,  his  putting  a  black  master  over  himself,  and 
his  subjecting  the  whole  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orissa,  the 
wh(^6  of  the  Company's  servants,  the  Company's  revenues, 
the  Company's  &rm8,  to  G-unga  Govin  Sing.  But,  my  lords, 
it  is  a  very  curious  and  remarkable  thiug,  that  we  have  traced 
tim  man  as  Mr.  Hastings's  bribe  broker  up  to  the  time  of  the 
nomination  of  this  committee ;  we  have  traced  him  through 
»  regular  series  of  bribery ;  he  is  Mr.  Hastings's  bribe  broker 
at  Patna ;  he  is  Mr.  Hastings's  bribe  broker  at  Nuddea ;  he 
is  his  bribe  broker  at  Dinagepore ;  we  find  him  his  bribe 
brdker  in  aU  ^ese  places ;  but  from  the  moment  that  thk 
committee  was  constitiited,  it  became  a  gulf  in  which  the 
prev^ation,  the  detection,  and  the  correcticm  of  all  kind  of 
abuses  were  sunk  and  lost  for  ever.  From  the  time  when 
this  committee  and  Gunga  G^vin  Sing  were  appointed,  you 
do  not  find  one  word  more  of  Mr.  Hastings's  bribes.  Had 
lie  then  ceased  to  receive  any  ?  or  where  are  you  to  look  for 
them  P  Tou  are  to  look  for  them  in  that  £600,000  excess  (rf 
expense  in  the  revenue  department,  and  in  the  rest  of  all  that 
corrupt  traffic  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  of  which  we  gave  you 
specimens  at  the  time  we  proved  his  known  bribes  to  you. 
Tbeae  are  notiiing  but  index  hands  to  point  out  to  you  the 
immense  mass  of  ccnruption  which  had!^  its  origin  and  was 
4aily  accumulating  in  these  provinces^  under  the  protection 
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of  Mr.  Hastings.  And  can  you  think,  and  can  we  talk  of 
such  transactions,  without  feeling  emotions  of  indignation 
and  horror  not  to  be  described  ?  Can  we  contemplate  such 
scenes  as  these— can  we  look  upon  those  desolated* provinces 
— upon  a  country  so  ravaged — a  people  so  subdued — ^Ma- 
homedans,  G^ntoos,  our  own  countrymen  all  trampled  under 
foot  by  this  tyrant ;  can  we  do  this  without  giving  express 
sion  to  those  feelings  which,  after  animating  us  in  tiiis  life, 
will  comfort  us  when  we  die,  and  will  form  our  best  part  in 
another  ? 

My  lords,  I  am  now  at  the  last  day  of  my  endeavours  to 
inspire  your  lordships  with  a  just  sense  of  these  unexampled 
atrocities.  I  have  had  a  great  encyclopedia  of  crimes  to  deal 
with ;  I  will  get  through  them  as  soon  as  I  can ;  and  I  pray 
your  lordships  to  believe,  that  if  I  omit  anything,  it  is  to 
time  I  sacrifice  it ;  that  it  is  to  want  of  strength  I  sacrifice 
it ;  that  it  is  to  necessity,  and  not  from  any  despair  of  making, 
from  the  records  and  from  the  evidence,  matter  so  omitted  as 
black  as  anjrthing  that  I  have  yet  brought  before  you. 

The  next  thing  of  which  I  have  to  remind  your  lordships 
respectiiig  these  black  agents  of  the  prisoner  is,  that  we  find 
him,  just  before  his  departure  from  India,  recommending  three 
of  them — Ghmga  Govin  Sing,  Gunga  Ghose,  and  NundEdol — 
as  persons  fit  and  necessary  to  be  rewarded  for  their  service 
by  the  Company.  Now  your  lordships  will  find  that,  of  these 
faithful  domestic  servants,  there  is  not  one  of  them  who  was 
not  concerned  in  these  enormous  briberies,  and  in  betraying 
their  own  native  and  natural  master.  If  I  had  time  for  it,  I 
believe  I  could  trace  every  person  to  be,  in  proportion  to  Mr. 
Hastings's  confidence  in  him,  the  author  of  some  great  villany. 
These  persons  he  thinks  had  not  been  sufficiently  rewarded, 
and  accordingly  he  recommends  to  the  board,  as  his  dying 
legacy,  provision  for  these  faithful,  attached  servants  of  his, 
and  particularly  for  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  The  manner  in 
which  this  man  was  to  be  rewarded  makes  a  part  of  the  his- 
tory of  these  transactions,  as  curious  perhaps  as  was  ever  ex- 
hibited to  the  world.  Your  lordships  will  find  it  in  page 
2841  of  your  minutes. 

The  Kajah  of  Dinagepore  was  a  child  at  that  time  about 
eleven  years  old,  and  had  succeeded  to  the  Bajahship  (by 
what  means  I  shall  say  nothing)  when  he  was  about  five 
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years  old.  He  is  made  to  apply  to  Mr.  Hastings  for  leaye  to 
grant  a  very  considerable  placrt  of  his  estate  to  Gunga  Qovin 
Sing,  as  a  reward  for  his  services.  These  services  could  only 
be  known  to  the  Bajah's  &mily,  by  having  robbed  it  of  at 
least  £40,000,  the  bribe  given  to  Mr.  Hastings.  But  the 
Eajah*s  family  is  so  little  satisfied  with  this  bountiful  and 
liberal  donation  to  Ghinga  Govin  Sing,  that  they  desire  that 
several  pergunnahs  or  farms,  that  are  mentioned  in  the  appli- 
cation made  to  the  council,  should  be  separated  from  the 
family  estate  and  given  to  this  man.  Such  was  this  extraor- 
dinary gratitude ;  gratitude  not  for  money  received,  but  for 
money  taken  away ;  a  species  of  gratitude  unknown  in  any 
part  of  the  world  but  in  India ;  gratitude  pervading  every 
branch  of  the  family  ;  his  mother  coming  forward  and  peti- 
tioning likewise  that  her  son  should  be  disinherited;  his 
uncle,  the  natural  protector  and  guardian  of  his  minority, 
coming  forward,  and  petitioning  most  earnestly  that  ms 
nephew  should  be  disinherited ;  all  the  family  join  in  one 
voice  of  supplication  to  Mr.  Hastings  that  Q-unga  Q-ovin  Sing 
may  have  a  very  large  and  considerable  part  of  their  family 
estate  given  to  him.  Mr.  Hastings,  after  declaring  that  cer- 
tain circumstances  respecting  this  property,  which  are  men- 
tioned in  his  minutes,  were  to  his  knowledge  true,  but  which 
your  lordships  upon  examination  will  find  to  be  false,  and 
falsified  in  every  particular,  recommends  in  the  strongest 
manner  to  the  boturd  a  compliuice  with  this  application. 
He  was  at  this  time  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  m)m  India, 
in  haste  to  provide  for  his  futhful  servants;  and  he  well 
knew  that  this  his  last  act  would  be  held  binding  upon  his 
successors,  who  were  devoted  to  him. 

Here,  indeed,  is  genuine  and  heroic  gratitude ;  gratitude 
for  money  received,  not  for  money  taken  away ;  and  vet  this 
gratitude  was  towards  a  person  who  had  paid  himselt  out  of 
the  benefit  which  had  been  conferred,  at  the  expense  of  a 
third  party.  For  G-unga  Gk)vin  Sing  had  kept  for  himself 
£20,000  out  of  £40,000  taken  fipom  the  Eajah.  For  this 
cheat,  stated  by  Mr.  Larkins  to  be  such,  and  allowed  by  Mr. 
Hastings  himself  to  be  such — ^he,  with  a  perfect  knowledge 
of  that  fraud  and  cheat  committ^  upon  the  public  (for  he 
pretends  that  the  money  was  meant  for  the  Company),  makes 
this  supplication  to  his  colleagues,  and  departs. 

VOL.  VIII.  •     »     2  c 
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.  After  his  departure,  Gunga  G-ovin  Sing,  relying  upon  the 
continuance  of  the  conrupt  influence  which  he  had  gained, 
had  the  impudence  to  come  forward  and  demand  the  confir- 
mation of  this  grant  by  the  council  general.  The  councii, 
though  willing  to  accede  to  Mr.  Hastings's  propositioii,  were 
stopped  in  a  moment  by  petitions  much  more  natural,  but  of 
a  durect  contrary  tenor.  The  poor  infant  Bajah  raises  hia 
cries  not  to  be  deprived  of  his  inheritance  ;  his  mother  comeo 
forward  and  conjures  the  council  not  to  oppress  her  son  and 
wrong  her  fomily ;  the  uncle  comes  and  supplicates  the  board 
to  save  from  ruin  these  devoted  victims  which  were  under 
his  protection.  All  these  counter-petitions  coQie  before  the 
council,  while  the  ink  is  hardly  dry  upon  the  petitions  whiph 
Mr.  Hastings  had  left  behind  him«  as  proofs  of  the  desire  c^ 
this  family  to  be  disinherited  in  favour  of  Gunga  Govin  Sizig. 
Upon  the  receipt  of  these  remonstrances,  the  board  could  not 
proceed  in  the  business,  and  accordingly  Gunga  Govin  Siag 
was  defeated. 

But  Gunga  Govin  Sing  was  unwilling  to  quit  his  prey. 
And  what  does  he  do  ? — I  desire  your  lordships  to  consider 
seriously  tiie  reply  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  as  it  app^srs  upon 
your  minutes.r^It  is  a  bda  answer.  He  denies  toe  right  of 
the  Eajah  to  these  estates.  Why,  s^s  he,  all  property  in  thia 
country  depends  upon  the  vsrill  of  your  coy^^m^ ;  h<wr 
came  this  Bajah*s  family  into  possession  of  this  great  zewin- 
dary  P  Why,  they  got  it  at  nrst  \>j  the  mere  favour  o£  go- 
vernment. The  whole  was  an  iniqiatous  transaction.  Thdft 
is  a  family  that  in  some  former  age  has  robbed  others,  and  now 
let  me  rob  them.  In  support  of  this  claim  he  adds  the  ex- 
istence of  other  precedents ;  namely,  that  many  clerics  at 
mutseddies  and  banyans  at  Calcutta  bad,  as  he  says,  got  pos- 
session of  the  lands  of  other  people,  without  any  preteuoe  <^ 
right.— Why  should  not  I  ?  Good  God,  what  preoed^ttf  are 
these !— Your  lordships  shall  now  hear  the  ra^ynama,  or  testi- 
monial, which,  since  Mr.  Hastings's  arrival  in  England,  this 
Eajah  has  been  induced  to  send  to  the  Company  &am  Indi% 
and  you  will  judge  then  of  the  state  in  which  Hr.  Hast^iigii 
has  left  that  country.  Hearken,  my  lords,  1  pray  you,  to  the 
razynama  of  this  man,  fr<»n  whom  £40,000  was  tA/m  Kof 
Mr.  Hastings  and  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  aud  agttinst  whom  an 
attempt  was  made  by  the  same  p»»<»»s  to  deprive  bim  of  iu» 
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inlieritance.  Listen  to  this  rasyxiama,  and  then  judge  of  all 
the  other  testimonialB  which  have  be^i  produced  on  the  part 
of  the  prisoner  at  your  bar.  His  counsel  rest  upon  them--* 
tkej  gloiy  in  th^n,  and  we  shall  not  abate  them  <me  of  these 
precious  testimonials.  They  put  the  voice  of  grateful  India 
against  the  voice  of  ungrateful  England.  Now,  hear  what 
grateful  India  says,  after  our  having  told  you  £oir  what  it  was 
so  grateful. 

*'  I,  Eadaunat,  zemindar  of  pergunnah  Havelly  Penjuna, 
Ac,  commonly  called  Dinagepore : — ^As  it  has  been  learnt  by 
the  mutseddies  and  the  respectable  officers  of  my  zemindary 
that  the  ministers  of  England  are  displeased  with  the  late 
Governor,  Warr^a  Hastings,  Esq.,  uixxi  the  suspicion  that  he 
oppressed  us,  took  money  from  us  by  deceit  and  force,  and 
rumed  the  country ;  therefore,  we,  upon  the  slarength  of  our 
religion,  which  we  think  it  incumbent  on  and  necessary  for 
us  to  abide  by,  following  the  rules  laid  down  in  giving  evi- 
dence, declare  the  particulars  of  the  deeds  of  Warren  Hast- 
ings, Esq.,  full  of  circumspectioQ  and  caution,  civility  and 
justice,  superior  to  the  conduct  of  the  most  learned ;  and  by 
representing  what  is  fact,  wipe  away  the  doubts  that  have 
possessed  the  minds  of  t^e  ministers  of  England.  That  Mr. 
Hasting  is  possessed  of  fidelity  and  confidence,  and  yielding 
protection  to  us ;  that  he  is  clear  of  the  contunination  of 
mislrust  and  wrong,  and  his  mind  is  free  of  covetousness  or 
avarice.  During  i^  time  of  his  administration,  no  one  saw 
other  conduct  than  that  of  protecticm  to  the  husbandmen  and 
justice ;  no  inhabitant  ever  experi^ced  afflictions ;  no  one 
ever  felt  onpreesioa  from  him ;  our  reputations  have  always 
been  guarded  from  aittacks  by  his  prudrace,  and  our  fiimilies 
have  ^ways  bee9  protected  by  bis  justice." 

Gbod  God!  my  lords, — ^^^urfafmUe^ protected  hy  higjus^ 
Uce  !  "  What !  f^er  Oungf^  Govin  Smg,  in  concert  with 
Mr.  Hastings,  had  first  robbed  him  of  £40,000,  and  then  had 
attempted  to  qiatch,  as  it  were,  out  of  the  mouths  of  babes 
and  sucklings  the  inheritance  of  their  fathers,  and  to  deprive 
this  infant  oi  a  great  part  of  his  family  estate !  Here  is  a 
child  eleven  years  dd,  who  never  could  have  seen  Mr.  Hast* 
ings ;  who  could  know  nothing  of  him  but  from  the  heavy 
.    2  o  2 
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hand  of  oppression,  affiction,  wrong,  and  robbery,  brought  to 
bear  testunony  to  the  virtues  of  Mr.  Hastings  before  a  Bri- 
tish parliament.  Such  is  the  confidence  they  repose  in  thdr 
hope  of  having  bribed  the  English  nation  by  the  mOlions  and 
millions  of  money,  the  countless  lacks  of  rupees,  poured  into 
it  from  India,  that  they  had  dared  to  bring  this  poor  robbed 
in&nt  to  bear  testimony  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Hastings. 
These  are  the  things  which  are  to  be  opposed  to  the  mass  of 
evidence  which  the  House  of  Commons  bring  against  this 
man ;  evidence  which  they  bring  from  his  own  acts,  his  own 
writing,  and  his  own  records ;  a  cloud  of  testimony  furnished 
by  himself,  in  support  of  charges  brought  forward  and  urged 
by  us  agreeably  to  the  magnitude  of  his  crimes,  with  the 
horror  which  is  inspired  by  them,  and  with  the  contempt  due 
to  this  paltry  attempt  towards  his  defence — which  they  had 
dared  to  produce  from  the  hands  of  an  infant  but  eleven 
years  old  when  Mr.  Hastings  quitted  that  country. 

But  ijo  proceed  with  the  razynama : — "  He  never  omitted 
the  smallest  instance  of  kindness  towards  us,  but  healed  the 
wounds  of  despair  with  the  salve  of  consolation,  by  means  of 
his  benevolent  and  kind  behaviour,  never  permitting  one  of 
us  to  sink  into  the  pit  of  despondence ;  he  supported  every 
one  by  his  goodness,  overset  the  designs  of  evil-minded  men 
by  his  authority,  tied  the  hand  of  oppression  with  the  strong- 
est bandage  of  justice,  and  by  these  means  expanded  the 
pleasing  appearance  of  happiness  and  joy  over  us ;  he  reestab- 
lished justice  and  impartiality.  We  were  during  his  govern- 
ment in  the  enjoyment  of  perjfect  happiness  and  ease,  and  many 
of  us  are  thankful  and  satisfied.  As  Mr.  Hastings  was  well 
acquainted  with  our  manners  and  customs,  he  was  always 
desirous  in  every  respect  of  doing  whatever  would  preserve 
our  religious  rites,  and  guard  them  against  every  kind  of  ac- 
cident and  injury ;  and  at  all  times  protected  us.  "Whatever 
we  have  experienced  from  him,  and  whatever  happened  fi^m 
him,  we  have  written  without  deceit  or  exaggeration." 

My  lords,  before  I  take  leave  of  this  affair  of  bribes  and  of 
the  great  bribe-broker,  let  me  just  offer  a  remark  to  your 
lordships  upon  one  curious  transaction.  My  lords,  we  nave 
charged  a  bribe  taken  from  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  and  we  have 
stated  the  corrupt  and  scandalous  proceeding  which  atteauied 
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it.  I  thought  I  had  done  with  Oude;  but  as  there  is  a 
goMen.  chain  between  all  the  virtues,  so  there  is  a  golden 
chain  which  links  together  aU  the  vices.  Mr.  Hastings,  as 
jou  have  seen,  and  as  my  honourable  colleague  has  fully 
opened  it  to  you,  received  a  bribe  or  corrupt  present  from  the 
Nabob  of  Oude,  in  September,  1781.  We  heard  no  more  of  ^ 
this  bribe  than  what  we  had  stated  (no  other  trace  of  it  ever 
spearing  in  the  Company's  records,  except  in  a  private  letter 
written  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  court  of  directors,  and  after- 
wards in  a  communication  such  as  you  have  heard  through 
Mr.  Larkins),  till  October,  1783. 

But,  my  lords,  we  have  since  discovered,  through  and  in 
consequence  of  the  violent  disputes  which  took  place  between 
Mr.  Hastings  and  the  clan  of  residents  that  were  in  Oude, 
the  resident  of  the  Company,  Mr.  Bristow,  the  two  residents 
of  Mr.  Blastings,  Mr.  Mid^eton  and  Mr.  Johnson,  and  the 
two  residents  sent  by  him  to  watch  over  all  the  rest,  Major 
Palmer  and  Major  Davy, — ^upon  quarrels,  I  say,  between 
them,  we  discovered  that  Mr.  Middleton  had  received  the  offer 
of  a  present  of  £100,000  in  February,  1782.  This  circum- 
stance is  mentioned  in  a  letter  of  Mr.  Middleton' s,  in  which 
he  informs  Mr.  Hastings  that  the  Nabob  had  destined  such  a 
sum  for  him. 

Now  the  first  thing  that  wiU  occur  to  your  lordships,  upon 
such  an  affair,  will  be  a  desire  to  know  what  it  was  that  in- 
duced the  Nabob  to  make  this  offer.  It  was  but  in  the  Sep- 
tember preceding  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  received,  for  his 
private  use,  as  the  Nabob  conceived,  so  bountiful  a  present  as 
£100,000 ;  what  motive  then  could  he  have  had  in  February 
to  offer  him  another  £100,000  ? — This  man,  at  the  time,  was 
piercing  heaven  itself  with  the  cries  of  despondency,  despair, 
beggary,  and  ruin.  Tou  have  seen  that  he  was  forced  to  rob 
his  own  family,  in  order  to  satisfv  the  Company's  den^ands 
upon  him  ;  and  yet  this  is  precisely  the  time  when  he  thinks 
proper 4;o  offer  £100,000  to  Mr.  Hasting.  Does  not  the  mind 
of  every  man  revolt,  whilst  he  exclaims,  and  say,  What! 
another  £100,000  to  Mr.  Hastings !  What  reason  had  the 
Nabob  to  think  Mr.  Hastings  so  monstrously  insatiable,  that, 
having  but  the  September  before  received  £100,000,  he  must 
give  him  another  in  February  ? — My  lords,  he  must  in  the 
interval  have  threatened  the  Nabob  with  some  horrible  catas- 
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trophe,  from  which  he  was  to  redeem  himself  by  this  second 
present.  You  can  assign  no  other  motive  for  his  giving  it. 
We  know  not  what  answer  Mr.  Hastings  made  to  Mr.  Mid^ 
dleton  upon  that  occasion,  but  we  find  that  in  the  year  1788^ 
Mr.  Hastings  asserts  that  he  sent  up  Major  Palmer  and  Major 
.  Davy,  to  persuade  the  Nabob  to  transfer  this  present,  whiek 
the  Nabob  intended  for  him,  to  the  Company's  service.  Be- 
mark,  my  lords,  the  progress  of  this  affair.  In  a  formal  accu- 
sation preferred  against  Mr.  Middleton,  he  charges  him  with 
obstructing  this  design  of  his.  In  this  accusation,  my  lords, 
you  find  him  at  once  in  the  curious  character  of  prosecutor, 
witness,  and  judge. 

Let  us  see  how  he  comports  himself.  I  shall  <mly  state  to 
you  one  of  the  articles  othis  impeachment.  It  is  ike  third 
charge ;  it  is  in  page  1267  of  your  lordships*  minutes : — 
"  For  sending  repeatedly  to  the  Vizier  and  to  his  minister, 
Hyder  Beg  Khan,  to  advise  them  against  transferring  the  tea 
lacks  of  rupees,  intended  as  a  present  to  the  Gtoveraor- 
General,  to  the  Company's  account ;  as  it  would  be  a  precedent 
for  further  demands,  which  if  the  Vizier  did  not  refuse  in  the 
first  instance,  the  government  would  never  ceiwe  to  harass 
him  for  money." 

The  first  thing  that  will  occur  to  your  lordships  is  an  as-^ 
sertion  of  the  accuser's  : — "  I  am  morally  certain  that  jay- 
daads  or  assets  for  ten  lacks,  either  in  assignment  of  land  or 
in  bills,  had  'been  prepared,  and  were  in  the  charge  or  posses* 
sion  of  Mr.  Middleton,  before  Major  Palmer's  arrival,  and  left 
with  Mr.  Johnson  on  Mr.  Middleton' s  departure." 

My  lords,  here  is  an  accusation  that  Mr.  Middleton  had 
actually  received  money,  either  in  bills  or  assets  of  some  kind 
or  other ;  and  that,  upon  quitting  his  residency,  he  had  handed 
it  over  to  his  successor,  Mr.  Johnson.  Here  are  then  ft^iB 
asserted,  and  we  muist  suppose  substantiated.  Here  is  a 
sum  of  money  to  be  accounted  for,  in  which  there  is  a  gron 
malversation  directly  charged  as  to  these  particulars,  in  Mr. 
Hastings's  opinion.  Mr.  Macpherson,  another  member  of  the 
council,  has  declared  that  he  understood  at  the  time,  that  the 
ten  lacks  were  actually  deposited  in  bills,  and  that  it  was  sot 
a  mere  offer  made  by  the  Nabob  to  pay  such  a  sum  from  the 
future  revenue  of  the  country.  Mr.  Hastings  has  these  fiicts 
disclosed  to  him.     He  declares  that  he  was  '*  moraU^  certain  " 
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of  it :  thftt  is,  m  certain  as  aiiwii  can  be  of  anytliing,  becaiue 
physioid  certitude  does  not  b^ong  to  stidi  matters.  The  first 
thing  you  trill  naturallj  ask  is,  Why  does  he  not  ask  Mr. 
Jc^xHSon  how  he  had  disposed  of  that  money  which  Mr.  Mid- 
^ton  had  put  in  his  minds  ?  He  does  no  such  thing  ;  he 
pisaes  oyer  it  totally,  as  if  it  were  no  part  of  the  matter  in 
question,  and  the  accusation  against  Mr.  Middleton  termi- 
nates in  the  manner  you  will  there  find  stated.  When  Mr. 
Jdimson  is  asked,  Why  was  not  that  money  applied  to  the 
Company's  service  ?  he  boldly  steps  forward,  and  says,  I  pre- 
yented  it  firom  being  so  applied.  It  never  was,  it  never  ought 
to  have  been  so  applied ;  such  an  appropriation  of  money  to 
be  taken  from  the  Nabob  would  have  been  enormous  upon 
that  occasion. 

What  then  does  Mr.  Hastings  do  ?  Does  he  examine  Mr. 
Middleton  upon  the  subject,  who  charges  himself  with  having 
received  the  money  ? — Mr.  Middleton  was  at  that  verjr  time 
in  Calcutta,  called  down  thither  by  Mr.  Hastings  himself. 
One  would  naturally  expect  that  he  would  call  upon  him  to 
explain  for  what  purpose  he  left  the  money  with  Mr.  John-^ 
son.  He  did  no  such  thing.  Did  he  examine  Mr.  Johnson 
himself,  who  was  charged  vnth  having  received  the  money 
from  Mr.  Middleton  ?  Did  he  ask  him  what  he  had  done 
with  that  money  ?  Not  one  word.  Did  he  send  for  Major 
Palmer  and  Major  Davy  to  account  for  it  ?  No.  Did  he  call 
any  shroff,  any  banker,  any  one  person  concerned  in  the  pay- 
ment oi  the  money ;  or  any  one  person  in  the  management 
of  the  revenue  ?  No,  not  one.  Directly  in  the  face  of  his 
own  assertions,  directly  c<mtrary  to  his  moral  conviction  of 
the  fact  that  the  money  had  been  actually  deposited,  he  tries 
Mr.  Johnson  coUusively  and  obliquely ;  not  upon  the  account 
of  what  was  done  vrith  the  money,  but  why  it  was  prevented 
from  being  applied  to  the  Company's  service ;  and  he  acquits 
him  in  a  manner  that  (taking  the  whole  of  it  together)  will 
give  your  lordships  the  finest  idea  possible  of  a  Bengal  judi- 
cature, as  exercised  by  Mr.  Hastings. 

"I  am  not  sorry,"  says  he,  "that  Mr.  Johnson  chose  to 
defeat  my  intentions,  since  it  would  have  added  to  the  Nabob's 
distresses,  but  with  no  immediate  relief  to  the  Company. 
If  in  his  own  breast  he  can  view  the  secret  motives  ot  this 
tnutsaction,  and  on  their  testimony  approve  it,  I  also  acquit 
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him. — Merciful  God!  Here  is  a  man  accused  hj  regular 
arfcicles  of  impeachment.  The  accuser  declares  he  is  morally 
certain  that  the  money  had  he^n  received,  hut  was  prevented 
from  heing  applied  to  its  destination  by  the  person  accused, 
and  he  acquits  him.  Does  he  acquit  him  from  his  own 
knowledge,  or  from  any  evidence  ?  No ;  but  he  applies  to 
the  man's  conscience,  and  says,  if  you  in  your  ccmscience  can 
acquit  yourself^  I  acquit  you. 

Here  then  is  a  proceeding,  the  most  astonishing  and 
shameless  that  perhaps  was  ever  witnessed ;  a  court  tiying  a 
man  for  a  delinquency  and  misapplication  of  money,  destined, 
in  the  first  instence,  for  the  use  of  the  judge,  but  which  he 
declares  ought,  in  his  own  opinion,  to  be  set  apart  for  the 
public  use ;  and  which  he  was  desirous  of  applying  to  the 
Company's  service,  without  regard  to  his  own  mter^ ;  and 
then  the  judge  declaring  he  is  not  sorry  that  his  pui^Kffie 
had  been  defeated  by  the  party  accused.  Instead,  however, 
of  censuring  the  accused,  ne  applies  to  the  man's  own  con- 
science:— Does  your  conscience,  says  he,  acquit  you  of 
having  acted  wrong?  The  accused  makes  no  replj;  and 
then  Mr.  Hastings,  by  an  hypothetical  conclusion,  acquits  him. 

Mr,  Hastings  is  accused  by  the  Commons,  for  that  having 
a  moral  certainty  of  the  money's  being  intended  for  his  use, 
he  would  not  have  ceased  to  inquire  into  the  actual  applica- 
tion of  it,  but  from  some  corrupt  motive  and  intention.  With 
this  he  is  charged.  He  comes  before  you  to  make  his  de- 
fence. Mr.  Middleton  is  in  England.  Does  he  call  Mr. 
Middleton  to  explain  it  here  ?  Does  he  call  upon  Mr.  John- 
son, who  was  the  other  day  in  this  court,  to  account  for  it  ? 
Wh^  did  he  not,  when  he  sent  for  these  curious  papers  and 
testimonials  to  Major  Palmer  (the  person  authorized,  as  he 
pretends,  by  him  to  resign  all  his  pretensions  to  the  money 
procured),  send  for  Major  Palmer,  who  is  the  person  that 
accused  him  in  this  business  ?  "Why  not  send  for  him  to  bear 
some  testimony  respecting  it  ?  No ;  he  had  time  enough ; 
but  at  no  one  time,  and  in  no  one  place,  did  he  do  this  ;  there- 
fore the  imputation  of  the  foulest  corruption  attaches  upon 
him,  joined  with  the  infamy  of  a  collusive  prosecution^  in- 
stituted for  the  sake  of  a  collusive  acquittal. 

Having  explained  to  your  lordships  the  nature,  and  detailed 
the  circumstances,  as  far  as  we  are  acquainted  with  them,  of 
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iius  fraudulent  transaction,  we  have  onlj  further  to  remind 
you  that,  though  Mr.  Middleton  was  declared  guilty  of  five 
of  the  isix  charges  brought  against  him  by  Mr.  Hastings,  yet 
-the  next  thing  you  hear  is,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  after  declaring 
that  this  conduct  of  Mr.  Middleton  had  been  very  bad,  and 
that  the  conduct  of  the  other  servants  of  the  Company  con- 
cerned with  him  had  been  ten  times  worse,  he  directly  ap- 
points him  to  one  of  the  most  honourable  and  confidential 
offices  the  Company  had  to  dispose  of — he  sends  him  ambas- 
sador to  the  Nizam ;  to  give  to  all  the  courts  of  India  a 
specimen  of  the  justice,  honour,  and  decency  of  the  British 
government. 

My  lords,  with  regard  to  the  bribe  for  the  entertainment, 
I  only  beg  leave  to  make  one  observation  to  you  upon  that 
article.  I  could  say,  if  the  time  would  admit  it,  a  great  deal 
upon  that  subject ;  but  I  wish  to  •  compress  it,  and  I  shaU. 
therefore  only  recommend  it  in  general  to  your  lordships' 
deliberate  consideration.  The  covenant  subsisting  between 
the  Companv  and  its  servants  was  made  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  puttmg  an  end  to  aU  such  entertainments.  By  this 
convention  it  is  ordered  that  no  presents  exceeding  £200 
shall  be  accepted  upon  any  pretence  for  an  entertainment. 
The  covenant  was  intended  to  put  an  end  to  the  custom  of 
reoeivinff  money  for  entertainments,  even  when  visiting  an 
independent  oriental  prince.  But  your  lordships  know  that 
the  Nabob  was  no  prince,  but  a  poor,  miserable,  undone  de- 
pendant upon  the  Company.  The  present  was  also  taken 
\  by  Mr.  Hastings  at  a  time  when  he  went  upon  the  cruel 
commission  of  cutting  down  the  Nabob's  allowance  from 
£400,000  to  £260,000— and  when,  he  was  reducing  to  beg- 
gary thousands  of  persons  who  were  dependent  for  bread  upon 
the  Nabob,  and  ruining  perhaps  forty  thousand  others.  I 
shall  say  no  more  upon  that  subject,  though,  in  truth,  it  is  a 
thing  upon  which  much  observation  might  be  made. 

I  shall  now  pass  on  to  another  article  connected  with, 
though  not  malon^  a  direct  part  of,  that  of  corrupt  bribery ; 
I  mean  the  swindlmg  subterfuges  by  which  he  has  attempted 
to  justify  his  corrupt  practices.  At  one  time  he  defends 
them  by  pleading  the  necessities  of  his  own  affairs,  as  wh^i 
he  takes  presents  and  entertainments  avowedly  for  his  own 
profits.    At  another  time  he  defends  them  by  pleading  the 
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goodness  of  his  intentions.  He  intended,  be  says,  to  gi?e  tiie 
money  to  the  Company.  His  last  plea  has  sometluog  in  it 
(which  shall  I  say  r)  of  a  more  awful  ot  of  a  nuMre  abandoned 
character,  or  of  both.  In  the  settlement  of  his  public  ac- 
count before  he  left  India,  he  takes  credit  for  a  bond  which 
he  had  receiyed  from  Nobkissin,  upon  some  account  or  other. 
He  then  returns  to  England,  and  what  does  he  do  P  Pay  off  ? 
No.  Giye  up  the  bond  to  the  Company  ?  No.  He  says,  I 
will  account  to  the  Company  for  this  money ;  and  when  he 
comes  to  giye  this  account  of  the  expenditure  of  this  money, 
your  lordships  will  not  be  a  little  astonished  at  the  items  of 
it.  One  is  for  founding  a  Mahomedan  college.  It  is  a  yery 
strange  thing  that  Baji3i  Nobkissin,  who  is  a  Gtentoo,  should 
be  employed  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  found  a  Mahomedan  college. 
We  will  allow  Mr.  Hastings,  who  is  a  Christian,  or  would  be 
thought  a  Christian,  to  grow  pious  at  last ;  and  as  many 
others  have  done  who  haye  spent  their  liyes  in  fraud,  repa- 
city,  and  peculation,  to  seek  amends,  and  to  expiate  his  crimes 
by  charitable  foundations.  Nay,  we  will  suppose  Mr.  Hast- 
ings to  haye  taken  it  into  his  head  to  turn  Mahomedan 
(dentoo  he  could  not),  and  to  haye  designed  by  a  Mahomedan 
foundation  to  expiate  his  offences.  Be  it  so ;  but  why  should 
Nobkissin  pay  for  it  ?  We  will  pass  oyer  this  also.  But  when 
your  lordships  shall  hear  of  what  nature  that  foundation  was, 
1  believe  you  will  allow  that  a  more  extraordinary  history 
never  did  appear  in  the  world. 

In  the  first  place,  he  stated  to  the  council  on  the  I8th  of 
April,  1781,  that  in  the  month  of  November,  1780,  a  petition 
was  presented  to  him  by  a  considerable  number  of  Mussul- 
men;  in  compliance  with  which  this  Mahomedan  colle^ 
appears  to  have  been  founded.  It  next  appears  from  his 
statement,  that  in  the  April  following  (thf^  is,  vdthin  aboat 
six  months  after  the  foundation),  many  students  had  finished 
their  education.  You  see  what  a  hot-bed  bribery  and  c«s 
ruption  is ;  our  universities  cannot  furnish  an  education  in 
six  years.  In  India  they  have  completed  it  within  six  months, 
and  have  taken  their  degrees. 

Mr.  Hastings  says,  I  have  supported  this  establishment  te 
this  time  at  my  own  expense ;  I  desire  the  Company  will  now 
defray  the  charge  of  it.  He  then  calculates  what  the  ex- 
penses were ;  he  calculates  that  the  building  would  cost  about 
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£6,000,  md  he  gets  from  tbie  Company  a  bond  to  raiBe  monej 
far  paying  this  £6,000.  You  apparent  have  the  building 
now  at  the  public  expense,  and?Mr.  Hastings  still  stands 
charged  with  the  expense  of  the  college  for  six  months.  He 
then  proposes  that  a  tract  of  land  should  be  given  for  the 
eolle^e,  to  the  yalue  of  about  3,000  odd  pounds  a  year ;  and 
that  m  the  mean  time  there  should  bet  &  certain  sum  allotted 
for  its  expenses.  After  this  Mr.  Hastings  writes  a  letter  from 
the  Ghmges  to  the  Company,  in  which  he  saytf  not  a  word 
about  the  expense  of  the  building ;  but  says  that  the  college 
was  founded  and  maintained  at  his  own  expense,  though  it 
wae  thought  to  be  maintained  by  the  Company ;  and  he  fixes 
the  commencement  of  the  expense  in  September,  1779.  But 
after  all,  we  find  that  the  very  professor  who  was  to  be  set- 
tled there  never  so  much  as  arrived  in  Calcutta,  or  showed 
his  face  there,  till  some  time  afterwards.  And  look  at  Mr. 
liarkins's  private  accoimts,  and  you  will  find  that  he  charges 
the  expense  to  have  commenced  not  until  October,  1781.  It 
is  no  error,  because  it  runs  through  and  is  so  accounted  in  the 
whole  ;  and  it  thus  appears  that  he  has  charged,  falsely  and 
fraudulently,  a  year  more  for  that  establishment  than  it  cost 
him. 

At  last  then,  when  he  was  coming  away  (for  I  hasten  to 
the  condusion  of  an  affair,  ludicrous  indeed  in  some  respects, 
but  not  unworthy  of  your  lordships'  consideration),  "  after 
remarking  that  he  had  experienced  for  three  years  the  utility 
of  this,  institution,  he  recommends  that  they  will  establish  a 
frind  for  £3,000  a  year  for  it,  and  give  it  to  the  master.'*  He 
bad  left  Gunga  Govin  Sing  as  a  Gentoo  legacy,  and  he  now 
leaves  the  Mussulmen  as  a  Mahomedan  legacy,  to  the  Com* 
pany.  Your  lordships  shall  now  hear  what  was  the  upshot 
of  the  whole.  The  Company  soon  afterwards  hearing  that 
this  coDege  was  become  the  greatest  nuisance  in  Calcutta, 
and  that  it  had  raised  the  cries  of  all  the  inhabitants  against 
it,  one  of  their  servants,  a  Mr.  Chapman,  was  deputed  by 
the  Governor,  Sir  John  Shore,  to  examine  into  it,  and  your 
lordships  will  find  the  account  he  gives  of  it  in  joxa  minutes. 
In  short,  my  lords,  we  find  that  this  was  a  seminary  of  rob- 
bery house-l^eakers,  and  eveiy  nuisance  to  society ;  so  that 
the  Company  was  obliged  to  turn  out  the  master,  and  to 
remod^  the  whole.    Your  lordships  will  now  judge  of  the 
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merits  and  value  of  this,  one  of  the  sets-off  brought  forward 
by  the  prisoner  against  the  charges  which  we  have  brought 
forward  against  him ;  it  began  in  injustice  and  peculation^ 
and  ended  in  a  seminary  for  robbers  and  house-breakers. 

Nothing  now  remains  to  be  pressed  by  me  upon  your  lord- 
ships' consideration,  but  the  account  given  by  the  late  Gho- 
vernor-General,  Earl  fJomwallis,  of  the  state  in  which  he 
found  the  country  left  by  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Hastings,  the 
prisoner  at  J^our  bar.  But  patient  as  I  know  your  lordships 
to  be,  I  also  know  that  your  strength  is  not  inexhaustible, 
and  though  what  I  have  further  to  add  vdll  not  consume 
much  of  your  lordships'  time,  yet  I  conceive  that  there  is  a 
necessity  for  deferring  it  to  another  day. 

[Adjourned. 


TRIAL. 

MONDAY,  16th  JUNE,  1794. 


NDSTH  DAT  OP  REPLY. 


(Mr.  Bubkb.) 
Mt  Lobds, — I  should  think  it  necessary  to  make  an 
apologv  to  your  lordships  for  appearing  before  you  one  day 
more,  if  I  were  inclined  to  measure  this  business  either  by  the 
standard  of  ray  own  ability,  or  by  my  own  impatience,  or  by 
any  supposed  impatience  of  yours.  I  know  no  measure  in 
such  a  case,  but  the  nature  of  the  subject  and  the  duty  which 
we  owe  to  it.  You  vnll  therefore,  my  lords,  permit  me  in  a 
few  words  to  lead  you  back  to  what  we  did  yesterday,  that 
you  may  the  better  comprehend  the  manner  in  which  I  mean 
to  conclude  the  business  to-day. 

My  lords,  we  took  the  liberty  of  stating  to  vou  the  condi- 
tion of  Bengal  before  our  taking  possession  oi  it,  and  of  the 
several  classes  of  its  inhabitants.  We  first  brought  before 
you  the  Mahomedan  inhabitants,  who  had  the  judicial  au- 
thority of  the  country  in  their  hands ;  and  we  proved  to  you 
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the  utter  ruin  of  that  body  of  people,  and  with  them  of  the 
justice  of  the  country,  by  their  being  both  one  and  the  other 
Bold  to  an  in&mous  women  called  Munny  Begum.  We  next 
showed  you  that  the  whole  landed  interest,  the  zemindars  or 
Hindoo  gentry  of  the  country,*  was  likewise  ruined  by  its 
being  given  over  by  letting  it  on  a  five  years'  lease  to  infa- 
mous farmers,  and  giving  it  up  to  their  merciless  exactions  ; 
and  afterwards  by  subjecting  the  rank  of  those  zemindars, 
their  title  deeds,  and  afi  their  pecuniary  affairs,  to  the  minut- 
est scrutiny,  under  pain  of  cnminal  punishment,  by  a  com- 
mission granted  to  a  nefarious  villain,  called  Chinga  G-ovin 
Sing.  We  lastly  showed  you,  that  the  remaining  third  class, 
that  of  the  English,  was  partly  corrupted,  or  had  its  author- 
ity dissolved,  and  that  the  whole  superintending  English  con- 
trol was  subverted  or  subdued ;  that  the  products  of  the 
country  were  diminished,  and  that  the  revenues  of  the  Com- 
pany were  dilapidated,  by  an  overcharge  of  expenses  in  four 
years  to  the  amount  of  £500,000,  in  consequence  of  these 
corrupt,  dangerous,  and  mischievous  projects. 

We  have  mrther  stated  that  the  Company's  servants  were 
corrupted  by  contracts  and  jobs ;  we  proved  that  those  that 
were  not  so  corrupted  were  removed  from  their  stations  or 
reduced  to  a  state  of  abject  dependence  ;  we  showed  you  the 
destruction  of  the  provincial  councils ;  the  destruction  of  the 
council  general ;  and  the  formation  of  a  committee  for  no 
other  ends  whatever  but  for  the  purposes  of  bribery,  con- 
cealment, and  corruption.  We  next  stated  some  of  the  most 
monstrous  instances  of  that  bribery ;  and  though  we  were  of 
opinion  that  in  none  of  them  any  satisfactory  defence  worth 
mentioning  had  been  made,  yet  we  have  thought  that  this 
should  not  hinder  us  from  recalling  to  your  loraships'  recol- 
lection the  peculiar  nature  and  circumstances  of  one  of  those 
proceedings. 

The  proceedings  to  which  we  wish  to  call  your  attention 
are  those  belonging  to  the  second  bribe  given  by  the  Nabob 
of  Oude  to  Mr.  Hastings.  Mr.  Hastings's  own  knowledge 
and  opinion,  that  that  money  was  set  apart  for  his  use,  either 
in  bills  or  assets,  I  have  before  stated ;  and  I  now  wish  to 
call  your  lordships'  minute  recollection  to  the  manner  in 
whicn  the  fraudulent  impeachment  of  Mr.  Middleton,  for  the 
purpose  of  stifling  an  inquiry  into  that  business,  was  carried 
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on.  Your  lordships  will  remember  that  I  prored  to  you^ 
upon  the  face  of  that  proceeding,  the  collusive  nature  of  the 
accusation;  and  that  the  real^state  of  the  ease  was  not 
chained ;  and  that  Mr.  Hastings  acquitted  the  party  accused, 
of  one  article  of  the  charge  not  upon  the  eindence  of  tke 
case,  contrary  to  his  own  avowed,  aedored,  moral  certainty 
of  his  guilt,  but  upon  a  pretended  appeal  to  the  conscience  of 
the  man  accused.  He  did  not,  however,  give  him  a  complete, 
formal,  official  acquittal,  but  referred  the  matter  to  the  court 
of  directors,  who  cpuld  not  possibly  know  anything  of  the 
matter,  without  one  article  of  evidence  whatever  produced 
at  the  time,  or  transmitted.  We  lastly  proved  to  you,  that, 
after  finding  him  guilty  of  five  charges,  and  leaving  the  other 
to  the  court  of  directors,  Mr.  Hastmgs,  without  any  reas<Hi 
assigned,  appointed  him  to  a  great  c^ce  in  the  Gompaaiy'p 
service. 

These  proceedings  were  brought  before  you  for  two  pur* 
poses ; — ^first,  to  show  the  corrupt  princiDle  of  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding ;  next,  to  show  the  manner  in  which  the  Company's 
servants  are  treated.  They  are  accused  and  persecutec^  until 
they  are  brought  to  submit  to  whatever  terms  it  may  be 
thought  prop^  to  impose  upon  them.  They  t^e  then  £<»- 
nuilly,  indeeo,  acquitted  of  the  most  atrocious  crimes  charge^ 
against  them ;  but  virtually  c(mdemned  upon  some  articles, 
with  the  scourge  bung  over  them ;  and  in  some  instancefi 
rewarded  by  the  greatest,  most  honourable,  and  most  lucralaye 
situations  m  the  Company's  service.  My  lords,  it  is  on  the 
same  cround  of  the  wicked,  pemicipus,  and  ruinous  princi- 
ples 01  Mr.  Hastings's  government,  that  I  have  charged  thiy 
with  everything  that  is  chargeable  against  him,  namely,  tiiat 
if  your  lordships  should  ratify  those  principles  by  your  ac- 
quittal of  him,  they  become  principles  of  government ;  re- 
jected indeed  by  the  Commons,  but  adopted  by  the  Peerage 
of  Great  Britain. 

There  is  another  article  which  I  have  just  touched ;  but 
which  I  must  do  more  than  barely  notice,  i^khi  accomit  of 
the  evil  example  of  it — I  mean  the  taking  jnreat  sums  ci 
money,  under  pretence  of  an  entertainment.  Your  lordships 
will  recollect,  that  when  this  business  was  charged  against 
him  in  India,  Mr.  Hastings  neither  affirmed  nor  d^iied  the 
fact.     Confession  could  not  be  there  extorted  from  him* 
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He  next  appeared  before  the  House  of  Commons,  ajad  he 
still  evaded  a  denial  or  a  confession  of  it.  He  lastly  appear- 
ed before  your  lordships,  and  in  his  answer  to  -our  charge 
he  in  the  same  manner  evaded  either  a  confession  or  a  de- 
nial. He  forced  us  to  employ  a  great  part  of  a  session  in 
endeavouring  to  establish  what  we  have  at  last  established, 
the  receipt  of  the  sums  first  charged,  and  of  seven  lacks  more, 
by  him.  At  length  the  proof  could  not  be  evaded,  and  after 
we  had  fought  through  all  the  difficulties  which  the  law  could 
interpose  in  his  defence,  and  of  which  he  availed  himself  with 
a  degree  of  effi*ontery  that  has,  I  believe,  no  example  in  the 
world,  he  confesses,  avows,  and  justifies  his  condud;.  If  the 
custom  alleged  be  well  founded,  and  be  an  honourable  and  a 
profper  and  just  practice,  why  did  he  not  avow  it  in  every 
part  and  progress  of  our  proceedings  here  ?  Why  should  he 
nave  put  us  to  the  necessity  of  wasting  so  many  months  in 
the  proof  of  the  &ct  ?  And  why,  after  we  have  proved  it,  and 
not  before,  did  he  confess  it,  avov  it,  and  even  glory  in  it  ? 

I  must  remind  your  lordships,  that  the  sum  charged  to  be 
so  taken  by  way  of  entertainment  made  only  a  part,  a  single 
^irticle,  of  the  bribes  charged  by  Nundcomar  to  have  been 
received  by  Mr.  Hastings  ;  and  when  we  find  him  confessing, 
what  he  coyld  not  deny,  that  single  article,  and  evading  £ul 
expUnation  respecting  the  others,  and  not  giving  any  reason 
whatev^  why  one  was  received  and  the  others  rejected, 

iour  lordships  will  judge  of  the  strong  presumptic»i  of  his 
aving  taken  them  ail,  even  if  we  had  given  no  other  proofs 
of  it.  We  think,  however,  that  we  have  proved  the  whole 
very  satisfiwtorily.  But  whether  we  have  or  not,  the  proof 
of  a  smgle  present  received  is  sufficient ;  because  the  princi- 
ple to  be  established  respecting  these  bribes  is  this— whether 
<»  not  a  Govemor-Gf^ierd,  paying  a  visit  to  any  of  the  poor, 
miserable,  dependent  <»*eature8  called  sovereign  prinees  in 
that  country  (men  whom  Mr.  Hastings  has  himself  declared 
to  he  nothing  but  phantoms,  and  that  they  had  no  one  attri- 
hykt^  of  soveire^ty  about  them),  whether,  I  say,  he  can  con- 
sider them  to  be  such  sovereign  princes  as  to  Justify  his 
tfhkiiQg  from  them  ^«at  sums  of  money  by  way  of  a  present. 
T^e  N^abob,  in  fact,  was  not  a  sovereign  prince,  nor  a  coun- 
ixy  power  in  any  sense  but  that  which  the  Company  meant 
to.e^e^pt  from  the  custom  of  making  presents.    It  was  their 
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design  to  prevent  their  serrants  from  availing  themselves  of 
the  real  dependence  of  the  nominal  native  powers  to  extort 
money  from  them  under  the  pretence  of  their  sovereignty. 
Such  presents,  so  far  from  being  voluntary,  were  in  reality 
obtained  from  their  weakness,  their  hopeless  and  unprotected 
condition ;  and  you  are  to  decide  whether  or  not  this  cus- 
tom, which  is  insisted  upon  by  the  prisoner's  counsel,  with 
great  triumph,  to  be  a  thing  which  he  could  not  evade,  with- 
out breaking  through  all  the  usages  of  the  country,  and  vio- 
lating principles  established  by  the  most  clear  law  of  India, 
is  to  be  admitted  as  his  justification. 

It  was  on  this  very  account,  namely,  the  extortion  suffered 
by  these  people  under  the  name  or  pretence  of  presents,  that 
the  Company  first  bound  their  servants  by  a  covenant,  which 
your  lordships  shall  now  hear  read : — "  That  they  shall  not 
take  any  grant  of  lands,  or  rents,  or  revenues  issuing  out  of 
lands,  or  any  territorial  possession,  jurisdiction,  dominion, 
power,  or  authority  whatsoever,  frgm  any  of  the  Indian 
princes,  soubahs,  or  nabobs,  or  any  of  their  ministers,  ser- 
vants, or  agents,  for  any  service  or  services,  or  upon  any  ac- 
count or  pretence  whatsoever,  vdthout  the  licence  or  consent 
of  the  court  of  directors." 

This  clause  in  the  covenant  had  doubtless  a  regard  to 
Lord  Clive  and  to  Sir  Hector  Munro,  and  to  some  others 
who  had  received  gifts  and  grants  of  jaghires  and  other  ter- 
ritorial revenues  that  were  confirmed  bj  the  Company.  But 
though  this  confirmation  might  be  justifiable  at  a  time  when 
we  had  no  real  sovereignty  in  the  country,  yet  the  Company 
very  wisely  provided  afterwards  that,  under  no  pretence 
whatever,  should  their  servants  have  the  means  of  extorting 
from  the  sovereigns  or  pretended  sovereigns  of  the  country 
any  of  their  lands  or  possessions.  Afterwards  it  appeared 
that  there  existed  abuses  of  a  similar  nature,  and  particularly 
(as  was  proved  before  us  in  the  year  1773,  and  reported  to 
our  House,  upon  the  evidence  of  Mahomed  Eeza  Khdn)  the 
practice  of  frequently  visiting  the  princes ;  and  of  extorting, 
under  pretence  of  such  visits,  great  sums  of  money. — j3l 
their  servants,  and  the  Q-ovemor-Q-eneral  particularly,  were 
therefore  obliged  to  enter  into  the  following  covenant: — 
"  That  they  shall  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  accept,  take,  or 
receive,  or  agree  to  accept,  take,  or  receive,  any  gift,  reward. 
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gratuity,  allowaiice,  donation,  or  compensation,  in  money, 
effects,  jewels,  or  otherwise  howsoever,  from  any  of  the 
Indian  princes,  sovereigns,  soubahs,  or  nabobs,  any  of  their 
ministers,  servants,  or  agents,  exceeding,  the  value  of  4,000 
rupees,  for  any  service  or  services  performed  by  them  in  India, 
or  upon  any  other  account  or  pretence  whatsoever." 

By  this  covenant,  my  lords,  Mr.  Hastings  is  forbidden  to 
accept,  upon  any  pretence  and  under  any  name  whatsoever, 
any  sum  above  4,000  rupees ;  that  is  to  say,  aiiy  sum  above 
£400.  Now,  the  sum  that  was  here  received  is  £18,000 
sterling,  by  way  of  a  present,  imder  the  name  of  an  allow- 
ance for  an  entertainment,  which  is  the  precise  thing  which 
his  covenant  was  made  to  prevent.  The  covenant  suffered 
him  to  receiye  £400 ; — if  he  received  more  than  that  money 
he  became  a  criminal ;  he  had  broken  his  covenant,  and 
forfeited  the  obligation  he  had  made  with  his  masters.  Think 
with  yourselves,  my  lords,  what  you  will  do  if  you  acquit 
the  prisoner  of  this  charge.  Tou  will  avow  the  Validity,  you 
will  sanction  the  principle  of  his  defence ;  for  as  the  fact  is 
avowed,  there  is  an  end  of  that. 

Good  God,  my  lords !  Where  are  we  ?  K  they  conceal 
their  gifts  and  presents,  they  are  safe  by  their  concealment ; 
if  they  avow  them,  they  are  still  safer.  They  plead  the 
customs  of  the  country,  or  rather  the  customs  wnich  we  have 
introduced  into  the  country ;  customs  which  have  been  de- 
clared to  have  their  foundation  in  a  system  of  the  most 
abominable  corruption,  the  most  flagitious  extortion,  the  most 
dreadful  oppression ;  those  very  customs  which  their  cove- 
nant is  made  to  abolish.  Think  where  your  lordships  are. 
Tou  have  before  you  a  covenant,  declaring  that  he  should 
take  under  no  name  whatever  (I  do  not  know  how  words 
could  be  selected  in  the  English  language  more  expressive) 
any  sum  more  than  £400.  He  says,  I  have  taken  £18,000 ; 
he  makes  his  counsel  declare,  and  he  desires  your  lordships 
to  confirm  their  declaration,  that  he  is  not  only  justifiable  in 
so  doing,  but  that  he  ought  to  do  so  ;  that  he  ought  to  break 
his  covenant,  and  act  in  direct  contradiction  to  it.  He  does 
not  even  pretend  to  say  that  this  money  was  intended,  either 
inwardly  or  outwardly,  avowedly  or  covertly,  for  the  Com- 
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paaj's  aervioe.     He  put  absolutelj  into  Hk  owu  pocket 
£18,000  besides  his  sakrj. 

Consider,  my  lords,  the  consequences  of  this  species  of 
iniquity.  If  any  seryant  of  the  Company,  high  in  station, 
(looses  to  make  a  visit  &om  Calcutta  to  Moorshedabad,  which 
Moorshedabad  was  then  the  residence  of  our  principal  re  veaaue 
ffOYemment ;  if  he  should  choose  to  take  an  ainng  for  his 
health ;  if  he  has  a  fancy  to  make  a  little  voyage  for  pleasure 
as  far  as  Moorshedabad,  in  one  of  tiiose  handsome  barges  or 
budgerows  of  which  you  have  heard  so  much  in  his  charge 
against  Nundcomar, — he  can  put  £20,000  into  his  pocket  any 
day  he  pleases,  in  defiance  of  ail  our  acts  of  parliament,  cove- 
nants, and  regulations. 

Do  you  m^^e  your  laws,  do  you  make  your  covenants,  for 
the  very  pum»ie  of  their  being  evaded  ?  Is  this  the  {)urpo8e 
for  which  a  British  tribunal  sits  here,  to  furnish  a  subject  for 
an  epigram,  or  a  tale  for  the  laughter  of  the  world  ?  Believe, 
me,  my  lords,  the  world  is  not  to  be  thus  trifled  with.  But, 
my  lords,  you  will  never  trifle  with  your  dut^.  You  have  a 
gross,  horrid  piece  of  corruption  before  you,  unpudently  con- 
fessed, and  more  impudently  defended.  But  you  will  not 
j»iffer  Mr.  Hastings  to  say,  I  have  only  to  go  to  Moorshedabad, 
or  to  order  the  Nabob  to  meet  me  naif  way,  and  I  can  set 
aside  and  laugh  at  all  your  covenants  and  acts  of  parliament. 
Is  this  all  t£e  force  and  power  of  the  covenant,  by  vrhich 
you  would  prevent  the  servants  of  the  Company  from  com- 
mitting acts  of  fraud  and  oppression ;  thi^  they  have  nothing 
to  do  but  to  amuse  themselves  with  a  tour  of  pleasure  to 
Moorshedabad,  in  order  to  put  any  sum  of  money  in  their 
pocket  that  they  please  ? 

But  they  justiiy  themselves  by  saying,  such  things  have 
been  practised  before.  No  doubt  they  have ;  and  thc^  cove- 
nants were  made  that  they  should  not  be  practised  any  more. 
But  your  lordships  are  desired  to  say,  that  the  very  ^istom 
which  the  covenant  is  made  to  destroy — ^the  very  grievance 
itself,  may  be  pleaded ; — ^the  abuse  shall  be  admitted  to  de- 
stroy the  law  made  to  prevent  it.  It  is  impossible,  I  venture 
to  say,  thab  your  lordships  should  act  thus.  The  conduct  of 
the  criminal  is  not  half  so  abhorrent  as  the  justification  is 
afironting  to  justice ;  whilst  it  tends  to  vili^  and  dagnule 
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the  digni^.of  the  Peerage,  and  the  character  of  the  Commons 
of  Great  Britain,  before  the  former  and  against  the  latter  6f 
which  wich  a  justification  is  produced  in  the  face  of  the  world. 

At  the  same  time  that  we  call  for  your  justice  upon  thw 
man,  we  beseech  you  to  remember,  the  severest  justice  upon 
him  is  the  tenderest  pity  towards  the  innocent  victims  of 
his  crimes.  Consider  what  was  at  that  time  the  state  of  ihe 
people,  from  whom,  in  direct  defiance  of  his  covenant,  he 
took  this  sum  of  money.  "Were  they  at  this  time  richer, 
were  they  more  opulent,  was  the  state  of  the  country  mcnre 
fiouridiing,  than  when  Mr.  Sumner,  when  Mr.  Yansittart,  in 
shc^  than  when  the  long  line  of  Mr.  Hastings's  predecessors 
visited  that  country?  No;  they  were  not. — Mr.  Hastings  at 
this  very  time  had  reduced  the  Nabob's  income  from  £450,000 
sterling  a  year,  exclusive  of  other  considerable  domains  and 
revenues,  to  £160,000.  He  was  indeed  an  object  of  com* 
passion.  His  revenues  had  not  only  been  reduced,  during 
his  state  of  minority,  but  they  w^:e  reduced  when  he  after- 
wards continued  in  a  state  in  which  he  could  done  one  valid 
act ;  and  yet,  in  this  state,  he  was  made  competent  to  give 
away,  under,  the  name  of  compensation  for  entertainments, 
the  sum  of  £18,000 ;  perhaps  at  that  time  nearly  all  he  had 
in  the  world. 

Look  at  your  minutes,  and  you  will  find  Mr.  Hastings  had 
just  before  this  time  said,  that  the  bread  of  ten  thousand  per- 
sons, many  of  them  of  high  rank,  depended  upon  the  means 
possessed  by  the  Nabob  for  their  support ;  that  his  heart  was 
cut  and  afflicted  to  see  himself  obliged  to  ruin  and  starve  so 
many  of  the  Mahomedan  nobility ;  the  greatest  part  of  whose 
yet  remaining  miserable  allowances  were  now  taken  away. 
You  know,  and  you  will  forgive  me  again  remarking,  that  it 
is  the  nature  of  the  eagles  and  more  generous  birds  of  prey 
to  fall  upon  living  healthy  victims ;  but  that  vultures  and 
carrion  <m)ws,  and  birds  of  that  base  and  degenerate  kind, 
always  prey  upon  dead  or  dying  carcases.  It  is  upon  mined 
houses,  it  is  upon  decayed  families,  it  k  upon  extinguished 
nobility,  that  Mr.  Hastings  chooses  to  prey,  and  to  justify 
his  making  them  his  prey. 

But  again  we  hear,  my  lords,  that  it  is  a  custom,  upon 
ceremonial  and  complimentary  visits,  to  receive  these  pres- 
ents.    Do  not  let  us  deceive  ourselves.     Mr.  Hastings  was 
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there  upon  no  viait  either  of  ceremony  or  politics ;  he  was  a 
member,  at  that  time,  of  the  committee  of  circuit  which 
went  to  Moorshedabad  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  system 
of  revenue  in  the  country ;  he  went  up  upon  that  business 
only  as  a  member  of  the  committee  of  circuit,  for  which 
business  he  was,  like  other  members  of  the  committee  of 
circuit,  amply  paid,  in  addition  to  his  emoluments  as  G-OYem- 
or,  which  amounted  to  about  £30,000  a  year.  Not  satisfied 
with  those  emoluments,  and  without  incurring  new  known 
expense  of  any  kind  or  sort,  he  was  paid  for  the  extra  ex- 
penses of  his  journey,  as  appears  in  your  minutes,  like  other 
members  of  the  committee  of  circidt.  In  fact,  he  was  on  no 
visit  there  at  all.  He  was  merely  executing  his  duty  in  the 
settlement  of  the  revenue,  as  a  member  of  the  committee  of 
circuit.  I  do  not  mean  to  praise  the  committee  of  circuit  in 
any  way ;  Gh)d  forbid  I  should ;  for  we  know  that  it  was  a 
committee  of  robbers.  He  was  there  as  one  of  that  com- 
mittee, which  I  am  pretty  well  justified  in  describing  as  I 
have  done,  because  the  coiirt  of  directors,  together  with  the 
Board  of  Control,  did,  in  the  year  1786,  declare  that  the  five 
years'  settlement  (which  originated  in  that  committee)  was 
a  thing  bought  and  sold ;  your  lordships  may  read  it  when- 
ever you  please,  in  the  80th  paragraph  of  theur  letter. 

Your  lordships  are  now  fully  in  possession  of  all  the  facts 
upon  which  we  charge  the  prisoner  with  peculation,  by  ex- 
torting or  receiving  large  sums  of  money,  upon  pretence  of 
visits,  or  in  compensation  of  entertainments.  I  appeal  to  your 
lordships'  consciences  for  a  serious  and  impartial  considera- 
tion of  our  charge.  This  is  a  business  not  to  be  hurried  over 
in  the  mass,  as  amongst  the  acts  of  a  great  man,  who  may 
have  his  little  errors  among  his  great  services ;  no  ;  you  can- 
not, as  a  judicial  body,  huddle  aU  this  into  a  hotchpotch,  and 
decide  upon  it  in  a  heap.  Tou  will  have  to  ask  yourselves, 
Is  this  justifiable  by  his  covenant ;  is  this  justifiable  by  law ; 
is  this  justifiable  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  by 
an  enlarged  discretion?  Is  it  to  be  justified  under  any 
principles  of  humanity?  Would  it  be  justifiable  by  local 
customs,  if  such  were  applicable  to  the  case  in  question ;  and 
even  if  it  were,  is  it  a  practice  fit  for  an  English  Gbvemor- 
Q^neral  to  follow  ? 

I  dwell  the  longer  upon  this,  because  the  feet  is  avowed; 
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the  whole  is  an  issue  of  law  between  us,  whether  a  QoveiTi- 
or-Greneral,  in  such  a  case,  ought  to  take  such  money ;  and 
therefore,  before  I  finally  dismiss  it,  I  be^  leave  to  restate  it 
briefly  once  more  for  your  lordships'  consideration. 

First,  I  wish  to  leave  fixed  in  your  lordships'  minds,  what 
is  distinctly  fixed,  and  shall  never  go  out  of  ours,  that  his 
covenant  did  not  allow  him  to  take  above  £400  as  a  present, 
upon  any  pretence  whatsoever. 

Tour  lordships  will  observe,  we  contend  that,  ii  there  was 
a  custom,  this  covenant  puts  an  end  to  that  custom.  It  was 
declared  and  intended  so  to  do.  The  fact  is,  that,  if  such 
custom  existed  at  all,  it  was  a  custom  applicable  only  to  an 
ambassador  or  public  minister,  sent  on  a  necessary  compli- 
mentary visit  to  a  sovereign  prince.  We  denv  positively 
that  there  is  any  such  genenJ  custom.  We  say,  that  he  never 
was  any  such  minister,  and  that  he  never  went  upon  anv  such 
complimentary  visit.  We  affirm,  that  when  he  took  this 
money  he  was  doing  an  act  of  quite  another  nature,  and 
came  upon  that  business  only  to  Moorshedabad,  the  residence 
of  the  prince  of  the  country.  Now,  do  you  call  a  man  who 
is  going  to  execute  a  commission,  a  commission  more  severe 
than  those  issued  against  bankrupts — a  commission  to  take 
away  half  a  man's  income,  and  to  starve  a  whole  body  of 
p€K)ple  dependent  upon  that  income, — do  you  call  this  a  com- 
plimentary visit  ?  Is  this  a  visit  for  which  a  man  is  to  have 
ffreat  entertainments  giveri*him?  No;  the  pretence  for 
taking  this  money  is  worse  than  the  act  itself.  When  a  man 
is  going  to  execute  upon  another  such  harsh  cruelty,  when 
he  is  going  upon  a  service  at  which  he  himself  says  hi»mind 
must  revolt,  is  that  precisely  the  time  when  he  is  to  take 
from  his  undone  host  a  present,  as  if  he  was  upon  a  visit  of 
compliment,  or  about  to  confer  some  honour  or  benefit  upon 
him, — to  augment  his  revenues,  to  add  to  his  territories,  or 
to  conclude  some  valuable  treaty  with  him  ?  Was  this  a 
proper  time  to  take  at  all  from  an  helpless  minor  so  large  a 
sum  of  money  ?  And  here  I  shall  leave  this  matter  for  your 
lordships'  consideration,  after  reminding  you  that  this  poor 
Nabob  is  still  at  Moorshedabad,  and  at  the  mercy  of  any 
English  gentleman  who  may  choose  to  take  £18,000  or  any 
other  given  sum  of  money  from  him,  after  the  example  of 
the  prisoner  at  your  bar,  if  it  should  be  sanctioned  by  your 
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connivance.  !Far  different  was  the  example  set  Mm  by 
General  Clavering.  In  page  1269,  your  lordships  will  find 
the  most  honourable  testimony  to  the  uprightness  and  fidelity 
of  this  meritorious  servant  of  the  Company.  It  runs  thus : 
"  Conceiving  it  to  be  the  intention  of  the  legislature  that 
the  Govemor-Gteneral  and  members  of  the  council  should  re- 
cdve  no  presents,  either  from  the  Indian  powers  or  any  per- 
sons whatever,  he  [General  Clavering]  has  strictly  complied, 
since  his  arrival  here,  both  with  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of 
the  act  of  parliament,  and  has  accordingly  returned  all  the 
presents  wnich  have  been  made  to  him."  I  have  dwelt  thus 
long  upon  this  subject,  not  merely  upon  account  of  its  own 
corrupt  character,  which  has  been  sufficiently  stigmatized  by 
my  honourable  colleague,  but  upon  account  of  the  principle 
that  is  laid  down  by  the  prisoner,  in  his  defence  of  his  con- 
duct,— ^a  principle  directly  leadiiig  to  a  continuance  of  the 
same  iniquitous  practice,  and  subversive  of  every  attempt  to 
check  or  control  it. 

I  must  beg  leave  to  recall  your  lordships'  attention  to 
another  but  similar  instance  of  his  peculation, — another  and 
new  mode  of  taking  presents, — I  mean  the  present  which 
Mr.  Hastings  took  tlu?ough  Gunga  Govin  Sing  from  those 
farmers  of  the  revenues  amongst  whom  he  had  distributed 
the  pillage  of  the  whole  country.  This  scandalous  breach  of 
his  covenant  he  attempts  to  justify,  by  the  inward  intention 
of  his  own  mind  to  apply  the  nftney  so  taken  to  the  public 
service.  Upon  this,  my  lords,  I  shaJl  only  observe,  that  this 
plea  of  an  inward  intention  in  his  own  mind  may,  if  ad- 
mitted, justify  any  evil  act  whatever  of  this  kind.  You 
have  seen  how  presents  from  the  Nabob  are  justified.  You 
have  seen  how  the  taking  a  sum  of  money,  or  allowance  for 
entertainment,  directly  contrary  to  the  covenant,  how  that  is 
attempted  to  be  justified.  You  see  in  what  manner  he  justi- 
fies tms  last-mentioned  act  of  peculation,  and  your  lordships 
will  now  have  to  decide  upon  the  validity  of  these  pleas. 
There  still  remains  unobserved  upon  an  instance  of  his  mal- 
versation wholly  new  in  its  kind,  to  which  I  will  venture  to 
desire  your  lordships  very  seriously  to  turn  your  attrition. 
In  all  the  cases  of  peculation  or  malversation  in  office  that 
ever  have  been  tried  before  this  high  court,  or  before  any 
Ipwer  court  of  judicature,  in  all  the  judicial  records  of  modem 
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crimes,  or  of  antiquity,  you  will  not  find  anything  in  any  de- 
gree like  it.  We  have  all,  in  our  early  education,  read  the 
Verrine  Orations.  We  may  read  them,  not  merely  to  in- 
struct us,  as  they  will  do,  in  the  principles  of  eloquence,  and 
to  acquaint  us  with  the  manners,  customs,  and  laws  of  the 
ancient  Bomans,  of  which  they  are  an  abundant  repository ; 
but  we  may  read  them  from  a  much  higher  motive.  We 
may  read  them  from  a  motive  which  the  great  author  had 
doubtless  in  his  view,  when  by  publishing  them  he  left  to 
the  world  and  to  the  latest  posterity  a  monument,  by  which 
it  might  be  seen  what  course  a  great  public  accuser,  in  a 
great  public  cause,  ought  to  pursue ;  and,  as  connected  with 
it,  what  course  judges  ought  to  pursue,  in  deciding  upon  such 
a  cause.  In  these  Orations  you  will  find  almost  every  in- 
stance of  rapacity  and  peculation  which  we  charge  upon  Mr. 
Hastings.  Undoubtedly,  many  Eoman  and  English  governors 
have  received  corrupt  gifts  and  bribes,  under  various  pre- 
tences. But  in  the  cause  before  your  lordships,  there  is  one 
species  of  disgrace  in  the  conduct  of  the  party  accused  which 
I  defy  you  to  find  in  Verres,  or  in  the  whole  tribe  of  Eoman 

rjculators,  in  any  governor-general,  pro-consul,  or  viceroy, 
desire  you  to  consider  it  not  intended,  in  any  other  class  of 
crimes,  but  as  a  species  apart  by  itself.  It  is  an  individual, 
a  single  case  :  but  it  is  like  the  phoenix,  it  makes  a  class  or 
species  by  itself— I  mean  the  business  of  Nobkissin.  The 
money  taken  from  him  was  not  money  pretended  to  be  re- 
ceivea  in  lieu  of  entertainment ;  it  was  not  money  taken 
from  a  fanner-general  of  revenue,  out  of  an  idea  that  his 
profits  were  unreasonable,  and  greater  than  government 
ought  to  allow ;  it  was  not  a  donation  from  a  great  man,  as  an 
act  of  his  boimty.  No ;  it  was  a  sum  of  money  taken  from 
a  private  individual,  or  rather,  as  has  been  proved  to  you  by 
"MJt,  Larkins,  his  own  book-keeper,  money  borrowed,  for  which 
he  had  engaged  to  give  his  bond.  That  he  had  actually  de- 
posited his  bond  for  this  money,  Mr.  Larkins  has  proved  to 
you ;  and  that  the  bond  was  carried  to  Nobkissin's  credit,  in 
nis  account  with  the  government.  But  Mr.  Hastings,  when 
he  was  called  upon  tor  the  money,  withdraws  the  bond;  he 
wiU  not  pay  the  money,  he  reftised  to  pay  it  upon  the  applica- 
tions made  to  him,  both  in  India  and  here  at  home ;  and  he 
now  comes  to  your  lordships, and  says,  I  borrowed  this  money; 


d  by  Google 


409  BFEEOH  IN  THE  IMPEACHMENT   OF 

I  intended  to  give  my  bond  for  it,  as  has  been  proved  before 
you ;  but  I  must  have  it  for  my  own  use.  We  have  heard 
of  governors  being  everything  that  is  bad  and  wicked ;  but 
a  governor  putting  himself  in  the  situation  of  a  common  cheat, 
of  a  common  swindler,  never  was,  I  believe,  heard  of  ednce 
the  creation  of  the  world,  to  this  day.  This  does  niot  taste 
of  the  common  oppressions  of  power ;  this  does  not  taste  of 
the  common  abuses  of  of&ce ;  but  it  in  no  way  differs  from 
one  of  those  base  swindling  cases  that  come  to  be  tried,  and 
heavily  punished,  in  the  King's  Bench  every  day.  This  is 
neither  more  nor  less  than  a  plain  barefaced  cheat. 

Now,  my  lords,  let  us  see  how  it  is  justified.  To  justify 
openly  and  directly  a  cheat,  to  justify  a  fraud  upon  an  in- 
dividual, is  reserved  for  our  times.  But,  good  Heavens,  what 
a  justification  have  we  here !  Oh,  my  lords,  consider  into 
what  a  state  Indian  corruption  has  brought  us  in  this  country, 
when  any  person  can  be  found  to  come  to  the  bar  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  say,  I  did  cheat ;  I  did  defraud ;  I  did 
promise  and  gave  my  bond ;  I  have  now  withdrawn  it ;  but  I 
will  account  for  it  to  you  as  to  a  gang  of  robbers  concerned 
with  me  in  the  transaction.  I  confess  I  robbed  this  man,  but 
I  have  acted  as  trustee  for  the  gang.  Observe  what  I  have 
done  for  the  gang ;  come  forward,  Mr.  Auriol,  and  prove  what 
handsome  budgerows  I  gave  the  Company ;  were  not  ihej 
elegantly  painted,  beautifully  gilt,  charming  and  commodi- 
ous ?  I  made  use  of  them  as  long  as  I  had  occasion ;  and, 
though  they  are  little  worse  for  wear,  and  would  hardly  suffer 
the  least  per  centage  deduction  from  prime  cost  upon  them, 
I  gave  them  to  the  Company.  Oh,  I  did  not  put  the  monej 
into  my  own  pocket ;  I  provided  for  myself,  and  wore  a  suit 
of  lace  clothes,  when  I  was  Jew  bail  for  some  of  this  Com- 
pany ;  it  will  turn,  for  it  is  hardly  the  worse  for  wear,  though 
I  appeared  two  or  three  times  in  different  characters,  as  bail 
for  you  oA  such  and  such  an  occasion ;  I  therefore  set  off 
these  items  against  this  money  which  I  gained  by  swindling 
on  your  account.  It  is  true  I  also  picked  such  a  one's 
pocket  of  a  watch ;  here  it  is ;  I  have  worn  it  as  long  as  it 
was  convenient ;  now  I  give  the  watch  to  the  Company,  and 
let  them  send  it  to  the  pawnbroker  for  what  it  will  bring. 
Besides  all  this,  I  maintamed  aid-de-camps  for  you,  and  gave 
them  house  rent.     (By  the  way,  my  lords,  what  sort  of  aid- 
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de-campe  were  these  ?  Wlio  made  him  a  military  man,  and  to 
have  such  a  legion  of  aid-de-camps  ?)  But,  says  he,  I  paid 
house  rent  for  them ;  that  is,  in  other  words,  I  paid  at  night 
cellars  and  houses  in  Saint  Giles's  sixpence  a  week  for  some 
of  the  gang.  (This,  my  lords,  is  the  real  spirit  of  the  whole 
proceeding,  and  more  especially  of  the  last  item  in  it.)  Then, 
says  he,  I'  was  the  gang's  schoolmaster,  and  taught  lessons 
on  their  account.  I  founded  a  Mahomedan  school  (your 
lordships  have  already  heard  something  of  this  shameful  affair, 
of  this  scene  of  iniquity,  I  think  of  such  iniquitv  as  the 
world  never  yet  had  to  blush  at).  I  founded  a  Mahomedan 
college  for  your  use,  and  I  bore  the  expense  of  it  from  Sep- 
tember, 1780,  when  I  placed  a  professor  there,  called  Muged 
O'den.  This  Muged  O'den  was  to  perfect  men  by  contract, 
in  all  the  arts  and  sciences,  in  about  six  months ;  and  the 
chief  purpose  of  the  school  was,  as  Mr.  Hastings  himself 
tells  you,  to  breed  theologians,  magistrates,  and  molavies, 
that  is  to  say,  judges  and  doctors  of  law,  who  were  to  be 
something  like  our  masters  in  chancery,  the  assessors  of 
judges,  to  assist  them  in  their  judgments.  Such  was  the 
college  founded  by  Mr.  Hastings,  and  he  soon  affcerwards 
appropriated  one  of  the  Company's  estates  (I  am  speaking  of 
matters  of  public  notoriety)  worth  £3,000  a  year,  for  its  sup- 
port. Heaven  be  praised,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  when  he  was 
resolved  to  be  pious  and  munificent,  and  to  be  a  great  found- 
er, chose  a  Mahomedan  rather  than  a  Christian  foundation ; 
so  that  our  religion  was  not  disgraced  by  such  a  foimdation. 
Observe  how  he  charges  the  expense  of  the  foundation  to 
the  Company  twice  over. — He  first  makes  them  set  aside  an 
estate  of  £3,000  a  year  for  its  support.  In  what  manner 
this  income  was  applied  during  Mr.  Hastings's  stay  in  India 
no  man  living  knows  ;  but  we  know  that,  at  his  departure, 
one  of  the  last  acts  he  did  was  to  desire  it  should  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  Muged  O'den.  He  afterwards,  a§  you  have 
seen,  takes  credit  to  himself  with  the  Company,  for  the  ex- 

I)ens6s  relative  to  this  college.  I  must  now  introduce  your 
ordships  to  the  last  visitation  that  was  made  of  this  college. 
It  was  visited  by  order  of  Lord  Comwallis  in  the  year  1788, 
upon  the  complaints  made  against  it,  which  I  have  already 
mentioned  to  your  lordships, — ^that  it  was  a  sink  of  filth,  ver- 
min, and  misery.    Mr.  Chapman,  who  was  the  visitor  and 
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the  friend  of  Mr.  Hastings,  declares  that  he  could  not  sit  in 
it  even  for  a  few  minutes.  His  words  are,  "  The  wretched, 
squalid  figures  that  from  every  part  ran  out  upon  me  ap- 
peared to  he  more  Hke  anything  else,  than  students."  In 
fact  a  universal  outcry  was  rais^  by  the  whole  city  against 
it,  not  only  as  a  receptacle  of  every  kind  of  abuse ;  not  only 
of  filth  and  excrements,  which  made  it  stink  in  the  natural 
nostrils,  but  of  worse  filth,  which  made  it  insufferably  offen- 
sive to  the  moral  nostrils  of  every  inhabitant.  Such  is  the 
account  given  of  a  college  supported  at  an  expense  of  £3,000 
a  vear  (a  handsome  foundation  for  a  coUege),  and  for  building 
which  the  Company  was  charged  £5,000 ;  though  no  vouch- 
ers of  its  expenditure  were  ever  given  by  Mr.  Hastings.  But 
this  is  not  all.  When  Lord  Comwallis  came  to  inquire  into 
it,  he  found  that  Muged  O'den  had  sunk  the  income  of  the 
estates  from  £3,000  to  £2,000  a  year.  In  short,  that  it  had 
been  a  scene  of  peculation,  both  by  the  masters  and  scholars, 
as  well  as  of  abandonment  to  every  kind  of  vicious  and  licen- 
tious courses ;  and  all  this  without  the  shadow  of  any  benefit 
having  be^n  derived  from  it.  The  visitors  expressly  inquired 
whether  there  was  any  good  mixed  with  all  this  evil ;  and 
they  found  it  was  all  bad  and  mischievous  from  one  end  to 
the  other.  Your  lordships  will  remark,  that  the  greatest 
part  of  this  disgusting  business  must  have  been  known  to  Mr. 
Hastings  when  he  gave  to  Muged  O'den  the  disposal  of 
£3,000  a  year. — ^And  now,  my  lo^s,  can  you  vote  this  money, 
expended  in  the  manner  which  I  have  stated  to  you,  to  be  a 
set-off  in  his  favour,  in  an  account  for  money  which  was  itself 
swindled  from  a  private  individual  ? 

But  there  still  remains  behind  another  more  serious  matter 
belonging  to  this  affair,  and  I  hope  you  will  not  think  that  T 
am  laying  too  much  stress  upon  it,  when  I  declare,  that  if  I 
were  to  select  from  the  whole  of  his  conduct  one  thing  more 
dishonourable  than  another  to  the  British  nation,  it  would  be 
that  which  I  am  now  about  to  mention.  I  will  leave  your 
lordships  to  judge  of  the  sinceriiy  of  this  declaration,  when 
jrou  shall  have  heard  read  a  paper  produced  by  the  prisoner 
in  justification  of  conduct  such  as  I  have  stated  his  to  have 
been.  It  is  the  razynama,  or  attestation  of  Munny  Begum 
(the  woman  whom  Mr.  Hastings  placed  in  the  seat  of  justice 
in  that  eountry),  concerning  this  college,  made  precisely  at 
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the  time  of  this  inquisition  by  Lord  Cornwallis  into  the  man- 
agement of  it.  Yonr  lordships  will  see  what  sort  of  things 
attestations  are  from  that  conntiy ;  that  they  are  attestations 
procured  in  diametrical  contradiction  to  the  certain  know- 
ledge of  the  party  attesting.  It  is  in  page  2350  of  your  min- 
utes. Indeed,  my  lords,  these  are  pt^s  which,  unless  they 
are  effaced  by  your  judgment,  will  rise  up  in  judgment 
against  us,  some  day  or  other. 

"  He  [Mr.  Hastings]  respected  the  learned  and  wise  men, 
and,  in  order  for  the  propagation  of  learning,  he  built  a  col- 
lege, and  endowed  it  with  a  provision  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  students,  insomuch  that  thousands  reaping  the  benefits 
thereof  offer  up  their  prayers  for  the  prosperity  of  the  king 
of  England,  and  for  the  success  of  the  Company." 

I  must  here  remind  your  lordships  of  another  attestation 
of  the  same  character,  and  to  the  same  effect.  It  comes  firom 
Mahomed  Eeza  Kh^,  who,  as  your  lordships  will  remember, 
had  been  reduced  by  Mr.  Hastings  from  a  situation  of  the 
highest  rank  and  authority,  with  an  income  of  suitable  mag- 
nitude, to  one  of  comparative  insignificance,  with  a  smdl 
salary  annexed.  This  man  is  made  to  disgrace  himself,  and 
to  abet  the  disgrace  and  injury  done  to  his  coimtry,  by  bear- 
ing his  testimony  to  the  merits  of  this  very  college. 

I  hope  your  lordships  wiU  never  lose  sight  of  this  aggra- 
vating circumstance  of  the  prisoner's  criminality,  namely, 
that  you  never  find  any  wicked,  fraudulent,  and  criminal  act, 
in  which  you  do  not  find  the  persons  who  suffered  by  it,  and 
must  have  been  well  acquainted  with  it,  to  be  the  very  per- 
sons who  are  brought  to  attest  in  its  favour.  O  Heaven ! 
but  let  shame  for  one  moment  veil  its  face,  let  indignation 
suppress  its  feelings,  whilst  I  again  call  upon  you  jx)  view  all 
this  as  a  mere  swindling  transaction,  in  which  the  prisoner 
was  attempting  to  defraud  the  Company.  Mr.  Hastmgs  has 
declared,  and  you  will  find  it  upon  the  Company's  records, 
that  this  institution  (which  cost  the  Company  not  less  than 
£40,000  in  one  way  or  other)  did  not  commence  before  Oc- 
tober, in  the  year  1780 ;  and  he  brings  it  before  the  board 
in  April,  1781,  that  is,  about  six  months  after  its  foundation. 
Now  look  at  his  other  account,  in  which  he  makes  it  to  b.e- 
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gin  in  the  year  1779,  and  in  which  he  has  therefore  over- 
charged the  expenses  of  it  a  whole  year ;  but  Mr.  Larkins, 
who  kept  this  latter  account  for  him,  may  have  been  inaccu- 
rate. Good  Heavens !  where  are  we  ?  Mr.  Hastings,  who 
was  bred  an  accountant,  who  was  bred  in  all  sorts  of  trade 
and  business,  declares  that  he  keeps  no  accounts.  Then 
comes  Mr.  Larkins,  who  keeps  an  account  for  him ;  but  he 
keeps  a  false  account.  Indeed,  all  the  accounts  &om  India, 
from  one  end  to  another,  are  nothing  but  a  series  of  fraud, 
while  Mr.  Hastings  was  concerned  in  them.  Mr.  Larkins, 
who  keeps  his  private  account  just  as  his  master  kept  the 
public  accounts,  has  swindled  from  the  Company  a  whole 
year's  expenses  of  this  college.  I  should  not  thus  repeatedly 
dwell  upon  this  transaction,  but  because  I  wish  your  lora- 
ships  to  be  cautious  how  you  admit  such  accounts  at  all  to 
be  given  in  evidence,  into  the  truth  of  which  you  cannot 
penetrate  in  any  regular  way.  Upon  the  face  of  the  two 
accounts  there  is  a  gross  fraud.  It  is  no  matter  which  is 
true  or  false ;  as  it  is  an  account  which  you  are  in  no  situa- 
tion to  decide  upon.  I  lay  down  this  as  a  fixed  judicial  rule, 
that  no  judge  ought  to  receive  an  account  (which  is  as  seri- 
ous a  part  of  a  jumcial  proceeding  as  can  be)  the  correctness 
of  which  he  has  no  means  of  ascertaining,  but  must  depend 
upon  the  sole  word  of  the  accountant. 

Having  stated  therefore  the  nature  of  the  offence,  which 
differs  nothing  £rom  a  common  dog-trot  fraud,  such  as  we 
see  amongst  the  meanest  of  mankind,  your  lordships  will  be 
cautious  how  you  admit  these,  or  any  other  of  his  pretended 
services,  to  be  set  off  against  his  crimes.  These  stand  on 
record  confessed  before  you ;  the  former,  of  which  you  can 
form  no  just  estimate,  and  into  which  you  cannot  enter,  rest 
for  their  truth  upon  his  own  assertions ;  and  they  all  are 
found,  upon  the  very  face  of  them,  to  carry  marks  of  fraud 
as  well  as  of  wickedness. 

I  have  only  further  to  observe  to  your  lordships,  that  this 
Muged  O'den,  who,  under  the  patronage  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
was  to  do  all  these  wonders.  Lord  Comwallis  turned  out  of 
his  office  with  every  mark  of  disgrace,  when  he  attempted 
to  put  into  some  more  respectable  state  that  estabHshment 
which  Mr.  Hastings  had  made  a  sink  of  abuse. 

I  here  conclude  all  that  I  have  to  say  upon  this  business. 
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trustmg  that  your  lordsliipB  will  feel  jourselves  more  offended, 
and  jti^ce  more  insulted,  by  the  defence  than  by  the  crimi* 
nal  acts  of  the  prisoner  at  your  bar ;  and  that  your  lordships 
will  concur  witn  us  in  thinking,  that  to  make  this  unhappy 
people  make  these  attestations,  knowing  the  direct  contrary 
of  every  word  which  they  say  to  be  the  truth,  is  a  shocking 
aggravation  of  his  guilt.  I  say  they  must  know  it.  Por 
Lord  Comwallis  tells  you  it  is  notorious ;  and  if  you  think 
fit  to  inquire  into  it,  you  will  find  that  it  was  unusually 
notorious. 

My  lords,  we  have  now  brought  to  a  conclusion  our  ob- 
servation upon  the  effects  produced  by  that  mass  of  oppres- 
sions which  we  have  stated  and  proved  before  your  lordships ; 
namely,  its  effects  upon  the  revenues  and  upon  the  public 
servants  of  the  Company,  "We  have  shown  you  how  greatly 
the  former  were  diminished,  and  in  what  manner  the  latter 
were  reduced  to  the  worst  of  all  bad  states,  a  state  of  sub- 
serviency to  the  will  of  the  Gh)vemor-Gheneral.  I  have  shown 
your  lordships  that  in  this  state  they  were  not  only  rendered 
incapable  or  performing  their  own  duty,  but  were  fitted  for 
the  worst  of  all  purposes,  cooperation  with  him  in  the  per- 
petration of  his  crimmal  acts,  and  collusion  with  him  in  the 
concealment  of  them.  I  have  lastly  to  speak  of 'these  effects, 
as  they  regard  the  general  state  and  wenare  of  the  country. 
And  here  your  lordships  will  permit  me  to  read  the  evidence 
given  by  Lord  Comwallis,  a  witness  called  by  the  prisoner  at 
your  bar,  Mr.  Hastings  himself. 

The  evidence  of  Lord  Comwallis,  page  2721:  "Q. 
Whether  your  lordship  recollects  an  account  that  vou  have 
given  to  the  court  of  directors,  in  your  letter  of  the  2nd  of 
August,  1789,  concerning  the  state  of  those  provinces  ?  A.I 
reafiy  could  not  venture  to  be  particular  as  to  any  letter  I 
may  have  written  so  long  since,  as  I  have  brought  no  copies 
of  my  letters  with  me  from  India,  having  lefb  them  at  Ben- 
gal when  I  went  to  the  coast. — Q.  Whether  your  lordship 
recollects  in  any  letter  that  you  wrote  about  the  2nd  of  Au- 
gust, 1789,  paragraph  18,  any  expressions  to  this  effect, 
namely,  *  I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  say,  that  agriculture 
and  internal  commerce  have,  for  many  years,  been  gradually 
declining,  and  that  at  present,  excepting  the  class  of  shroffs 
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and  banyans,  who  reside  almost  entirely  in  great  towns,  the 
inhabitants  of  these  prorinces  were  advancing  hastily  to  a 
g^aeral  state  of  poverty  and  wretchedness ; '  whether  your 
lordship  recolkcto  that  you  have  written  a  letter  to  that 
effect  ?  A.1  cannot  take  upon  me  to  recollect  the  words  of 
a  letter  that  I  have  written  five  years  ago,  but  I  conclude 
I  must  have  written  to  that  effect. — Q,  Whether  your 
lordship  recollects,  that  in  the  immediately  following  para- 
g^ph,  the  19th,  you  wrote  to  this  effect :  '  In  this  descrip- 
tion, namely  the  foregone  description,  I  must  even  include 
almost  every  zemindi^  in  the  Company's  territories,  which, 
though  it  may  have  been  partly  occasioned  by  their  own 
indolence  and  extravagance,  I  am  afraid  must  also  be  in  a 
great  measure  attributed  to  the  defed;s  x£  our  former  system 
of  management,  paragraph  20.  The  settlement,  in  con- 
formity to  your  orders,  will  only  be  made  for  ten  years  cer- 
tain, with  the  notification  of  its  being  your  intention  to 
declare  it  a  perpetual,  an  unalterable  assessment  of  these 

Erovinces,  if  the  amount  and  the  principles  upon  which  it 
as  been  made  should  meet  with  your  approbation ; '  whetiier 
your  lordship  recollects  to  have  written  something  to  the 
effect  of  these  two  last  paragraphs,  as  weU  as  of  the  first  ? 
A,  I  do  recollect  that  I  did  wnte  it ;  but  in  that  letter  I 
alluded  to  the  former  system  of  annual  assessments. — Q. 
Whether  your  lordship  recollects,  that  you  wrote,  on  or  about 
the  3  8th  of  September,  1789,  in  one  of  your  minutes,  thus, 
'  I  may  safely  assert,  that  one  third  of  the  Company's  terri- 
tory in  Indostan  is  now  a  jungle,  inhabited  only  by  wild 
beasts ;  will  a  ten  years'  lease  induce  any  proprietor  to  clear 
away  that  jungle,  and  encourage  the  rajot  to  come  and  culti- 
vate his  lands,  when  at  the  end  of  that  lease  he  must  either 
submit  to  be  taxed  ad  libittun  for  the  newly  cultivated  lands, 
or  lose  all  hopes  of  deriving  any  benefit  m)m  his  labour,  for 
which,  perhaps,  bv  that  time  he  will  hardly  be  repaid?' 
whether  your  loroship  recollects  a  minute  to  that  effect? 
A.  I  perfectly  recollect  to  have  written  that  minute.— Q.  Now 
with  respect  to  a  lett^,  dated  November  tine  drd,  1788,  para- 
graph 38  oontaining  the  following  sentimi^ts:  'I  shall 
therefc»«  only  remai^  in  general,  that,  from  frequ^it  dianflet 
of  svstem  or  other  reasons,  much  is  wanting  to  esiabhdi 
good  ord^  and  regulationa  in  Hxe  intmnnal  business  of  the 
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eoxxatrj,  and  that,  from  various  causes,  by  far  the  greatest 
part  of  fche  zemindars,  and  other  landholders  and  renters,  are 
talle^  into  a  state  much  below  that  of  wealth  and  affluence ; 
this  country,  however,  when  the  fertility  of  its  soil  and  the 
industry  and  ingenuity  of  its  numerous  inhabitants  are  taken 
into  consideration,  must  unquestionably  be  admitted  to  be 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  world ;  and  with  the  uniform  atten- 
tion of  government  to  moderation  in  exaction,  and  to  a  due 
administration  of  justice,  may  long  prove  a  source  of  great 
riches,  both  to  the  Company  and  to  Britain.  Paragraph  39. 
I  am  persuaded,  that  by  a  train  of  judicious  measures  the 
land  revenue  of  these  provinces  is  capable  in  time  of  being 
iBcreased ;  but  consistent  with  l^e  principles  of  humanity 
and  even  those  of  your  own  interest,  it  is  only  by  adopting 
measures  for  the  gradual  cultivation  and  improvement  of 
these  waste  lands,  and  by  a  gentle  and  cautious  plan  for  the 
resumption  of  lands  that  have  been  fraudulently  alienated, 
that  it  ought  ever  to  be  attempted  to  be  accomplished.  Men 
of  speculative  and  sanguine  dispositions,  and  others,  either 
from  the  ignorance  of  the  subject,  or  with  views  of  recom- 
naending  themselves  to  your  iavour,  may  confidently  hold 
forth  specious  grounds  to  encourage  you  to  hope  that  a  great 
and  immediate  accession  to  that  branch  of  your  revenue  might 
be  practicable ;  my  public  duty  obliges  me  to  caution  you,  in 
the  most  serious  manner,  against  listening  to  propositions 
which  recommend  this  attempt,  because  I  am  clearly  con- 
vinced that  if  carried  into  execution  they  would  be  attended 
with  the  most  baneful  consequences.  Paragraph  40.  Des- 
perate adventurers,  without  fortune  or  character,  would  un- 
doubtedly be  found,  as  has  ahready  been  too  often  experienced, 
to  rent  the  different  districts  of  the  country  at  the  highest 
rates  that  could  be  put  upon  them ;  that  the  delusion  would 
be  of  a  short  duration,  and  the  impolicy  and  inhumanity  of 
the  plan  would,  when  perhaps  too  late  for  effectual  remedy, 
become  apparent  by  the  complaints  of  the  people  and  the  dis- 
appointments at  the  treasury  in  the  payments  of  the  revenue, 
and  would  probably  terminate  in  the  ruin  and  depopulation 
of  the  unfortunate  country ; '  whether  your  lordship  recol- 
lects to  have  written  anything  to  that  effect  about  that  time  P 
A,  I  perfectly  recollect  having  written  the  extracts  that  have 
beenrrad." 
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My  lords,  Lord  Comwallis  has  been  called,  he  has  been 
examined  before  you.  We  stopped  our  proceedings  ten  days 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  his  evidence.  We  do  not  regret 
this  delay  ;  and  he  has  borne  the  testimony  which  you  have 
heard,  to  the  effects  of  Mr.  Hastings's  government;  of  a 
country  once  the  most  fertile  and  cultivated ;  of  a  people  the 
most  industrious,  flourishing,  and  happy ;  that  the  one  was 
wasted  and  desolated,  the  other  reduced  to  a  condition  of 
want  and  misery ;  and  that  the  zemindars,  that  is,  the  nobility 
and  gentry  of  the  country,  were  so  beggared,  as  not  to  be 
able  to  give  even  a  common  decent  education  to  their  chil- 
dren, notwithstanding  the  fotindation  of  Mr.  Hastings's  col- 
leges. Tou  have  heard  this  noble  person,  who  had  been  an 
eye-witness  of  what  he  relates,  supplicating  for  their  relief, 
and  expressly  stating,  that  most  oi  the  complicated  miseries, 
and  perhaps  the  cruellest  of  the  afflictions  they  endured,  arose 
from  the  management  of  the  country  having  been  taken  out 
of  the  hands  oi  its  natural  rulers,  and  given  up  to  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's farmers,  namely,  the  banyans  of  Calcutta.  These  are 
the  things  that  ought  to  go  to  your  lordships'  hearts.  You 
see  a  country  wasted  and  desolated.  You  see  a  third  of  it 
become  a  lungle  for  wild  beasts.  You  see  the  other  parts 
oppressed  by  persons  in  the  form  and  shape  of  men,  but  with 
all  the  character  and  disposition  of  beasts  of  prey.  This  state 
of  the  country  is  brought  before  you,  and  by  the  most  unex- 
ceptionable evidence,  being  brought  forward  through  Mr. 
Hastings  himself.  This  evidence,  whatever  opinion  you  may 
entertain  of  the  efeontery  or  of  the  impudence  of  the  crim- 
inal who  has  produced  it,  is  of  double  and  treble  force.  And 
yet  at  the  very  time  when  Lord  Cornwallis  is  giving  this  state- 
ment of  the  country  and  its  inhabitants,  at  the  very  time  when 
he  is  calling  for  pity  upon  their  condition,  are  these  people 
brought  forward  to  bear  testimony  to  the  benign  and  auspicious 
government  of  Mr.  Hastings,  directed,  as  your  lordships  know 
it  was,  by  the  merciful  and  upright  G-unga  G-ovin  Sing. 

My  lords,  you  have  now  the  evidence  of  Lord  Comwallis, 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  razynamas  of  India,  on  the  other. 
But  before  I  dismiss  this  part  of  my  subject,  I  must  call  your 
lordships'  attention  to  another  authority;  to  a  declaration, 
strictly  speaking  le^al^  of  the  state  to  which  our  Indian 
provinces  were  reduced,  and  of  the  oppressions  which  they 
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have  suffered  during  the  goveminent  of  Mr.  Hastings.  I 
speak  of  the  act  24  G^eo.  III.,  cap.  25;  intituled,  "An  Act 
for  the  better  regulation  and  management  of  the  afOurs  of 
the  East  India  Company,  and  of  the  JBritish  Possessions  in 
India  ;  and  for  estahlishing  a  court  of  judicature  for  the  more 
speedy  and  effectual  trial  of  persons  accused  of  offences  com- 
mitted in  the  East  Indies;  "  §  39. 

My  lords,  here  is  an  act  of  parliament ;  here  are  regulations 
enacted  in  consequence  of  an  inquiry  which  had  been  directed 
to  be  made  into  the  grievances  of  India  for  the  redress  of 
them.  This  act  of  parliament  declares  the  existence  of 
oppressions  in  the  country.  What  oppressions  were  they  ? 
The  oppressions  which  it  suffered  by  being  let  out  to  the 
farmers  of  the  Company's  revenues.  Who  was  the  person 
that  sold  these  revenues  to  the  farmers  ?  Warren  Hastings. 
By  whom  were  these  oppressions  notified  to  the  court  of 
directors  ?  By  Lord  Comwallis.  Upon  what  occasion  were 
these  letters  written  by  my  Lord  Comwallis  ?  They  were 
answers  to  inquiries  made  by  the  court  of  directors,  and 
ordered  by  an  act  of  parliament  to  be  made.  The  existence 
then  of  the  grievances,  and  the  cause  of  them,  are  expressly 
declared  in  an  act  of  parliament.  It  orders  an  inquiry,  and 
Lord  Comwallis,  in  consequence  of  that  inquiry,  trfmsmits  to 
the  court  of  directors  this  very  information ;  he  gives  you 
this  identical  state  of  the  country ;  so  that  it  is  consolidated, 
mixed,  and  embodied  with  an  act  of  parliament  itself,  which 
no  power  on  earth,  I  trust,  but  the  power  that  made  it,  can 
shake.  I  trust,  I  say,  that  neither  we,  the  Commons,  nor 
you,  the  Lords,  nor  his  Majesty,  the  sovereign  of  this  country, 
can  shake  one  word  of  this  act  of  parliament, — can  invalidate 
the  truth  of  its  declaration,  or  the  authority  of  the  persons, 
men  of  high  honour  and  character,  that  made  that  inquiry 
and  this  report.  Tour  lordships  must  repeal  this  act  in  order 
to  acquit  Mr.  Hastings. 

But  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  counsel  have  produced  evidence 
against  this  act  of  parliament,  against  the  order  of  the  court 
of  directors,  by  which  an  inquiry  and  report  were  made  under 
that  act,  against  Lord  Comwallis's  return  to  that  inquiry ; 
and  now,  once  for  aU,  hear  what  the  miserable  wretches  arfe 
themselves  made  to  say,  to  invalidate  the  act  of  parliament, 
to  invalidate  the  authority  of  the  court  of  directors,  to  inva- 
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lidate  the  evide^ce  of  aa  officifd  return  of  Lord  Comwallis 
imder  the  act.  Fray  bear  wha|  the^e  miserable  creatures 
describe  as  an  ^yskun,  spei^king  with  rapture  of  their  satis* 
fifu}tio|i  under  the  govern^^^t  o|  Mr.  Hastings, 

"  AU  we,  zenwdars,  cho^d^es,  and  talookdars  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Akbamagur,  commonly  <jaiied  Bftje  Mhal,  in  the  king* 
4q!^  of  Bengal,  h^ve  he^d  that  the  gentlemen  in  !l^gland 
a^  displea^  with  Mr.  Qastinp,  ^  suspicion  that  he  c^ 
pressed  ucf  inhabitants  of  tl^is  pl(^^,  took  our  money  by  deceit 
a^  force,  ^nd  ruined  the  country ;  therefore  we,  upon  the 
E^;^th  pf  our  religion  a^d  religious  tenets,  which  we  hold 
1^  ft  4uty  upon  us,  and  in  of  der  to  act  conformable  to  the 
4uties  of  God,  in  delivering  evidence,  relate  the  praiseworthy 
actions,  fuU  of  prudence  and  rectitude,  friendship  and  polite- 
ipss,  of  Mr.  Hastings,  possessed  of  great  abilities  and  under^ 
stftnding,  and  by  representing  fact?,  remove  the  doubts  that 
have  possessed  the  n^inds  of  the  gentlemen  in  England  i-^rrr 
that  Mr.  Hastings  distributed  protection  and  security  to  re- 
ligi(m,  ^d  kindness  and  peace  to  all ;  be  is  free  fVom  the 
charge  of  embezzlement  and  fraud,  and  that  his  heart  is  void 
of  covetousness  and  avidity ;  during  the  period  of  his  govern-, 
meot,  T^o  one  experienced  from  him  other  thai^  protection  and 
justice,  never  having  felt  hardships  from  him,  nor  did  the  po(»r 
ever  know  the  weight  of  an  oppressive  hand  from  him. 

"  Our  characters  and  reputations  have  always  been  guarded 
in  quiet  from  attack  by  the  vigili^noe  of  his  power  and  fore^ 
sight,  and  preserved  by  the  t^ror  of  his  justice ;  he  never 
omitted  the  smallest  instance  of  kindness  and  goodness  to» 
WfM^s  us  and  those  entitled  to  it,  but  always  applied  1^ 
soothings  and  mildness  the  salve  of  comfort  to  the  wounda 
of  afljiction,  not  allowiug  a  single  person  to  be  overwhebased 
by  despair ;  he  displayed  his  friendship  and  kindness  to  all ; 
he  destroyed  the  power  of  the  enemies  and  wicked  men  by 
th^  strength  of  his  terror ;  he  tied  the  hands  of  tyrants  and 
oppressors  by  his  justice,  and  by  this  conduct  he  secured 
happiness  e^nd  joy  to  us ;  he  reestablished  the  foundation  of 
justice,  and  we  at  aU  times,  during  his  government,  lived  in 
comfort  and  passed  our  days  in  peace ;  we  are  many,  many  of 
us  satisfied  and  pleased  with  him.  As  Mr.  Hastings  was 
perfectly  weU  ftcquwnted  with  the  manners  and  cuatomB  of 
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tiiese  countries,  he  was  fdways  desirous  of  perfonoing  tbat; 
which  would  tend  to  the  preservation  of  our  religicm,  and  of 
the  duties  of  our  sects,  and  guard  the  religious  customs  of 
each  from  the  effects  of  misfortune  wad  accidents ;  in  every 
sense  he  treated  us  with  fittention  and  respect;  we  havci 
T^esented,.  vrithout  deeeiti»  what  we  have  ourselves  seen, 
and  the  facts  th^  happened  from  him."--*  This,  my  lords^  ia 
in  page  2374  of  the  printed  minutes. 

My  lovdiB,  we  spare  you  the  reading  of  a  great  number  ol 
these  attestatiiws  J  they  are  all  written  in  the  same  style; 
and  it  must  appear  to  your  lordships  a  little  extraordinary, 
that  as  they  are  said  to  be  totally  voluntary,  as  the  pe(^le  are 
represented  to  be  crowding  to  make  these  testimonials,  there 
should  be  such  an  unison  in  the  heart  to  produce  a  langua^ 
that  is  so  uniform,  as  not  to  vary  so  much  as  in  s.  single  tit- 
tle ;  that  every  pitrt  of  the  country,  ev^  province,  evwr 
district}  men  of  ev^v  caste  and  of  every  religion,  should  aU 
unite  in  expressing  tiieir  sentiments  in  the  v^y  same  words 
and  in  the  very  same  phrases,  I  must  fiiirly  say,  it  is  a  kind 
of  miraculous  concurrence,  a  miraculous  gratitude.  Mr. 
Hastinjgs  says,  tbat  gratitude  is  lost  in  this  part  of  the  world. 
There  it  blooms  and  flourishes,  in  a  way  not  to  be  deac^bed. 
In  proportiicm  as  you  hear  of  the  miseries  and  distaresses  of 
these  very  people,  in  the  same  proportion  do  they  express 
their  comfc^  and  satis&ction,  and  that  they  never  knew  what 
a  grievance  was  of  any  sort  Lord  Comwallis  finds  th^n 
aggrieved,  the  court  c^  directors  find  them  aggrieved,  the 
p^liament  c^  Great  Britain  find  them  aggrieved,  and  the 
Qoxixt  here  find  them  a^fgrieYed,  but  they  never  found  tb^n- 
sdves  aggrieved.  Theur  being  turned  out  of  house  and 
home,  and  having  all  their  land  given  to  farmers  of  revenue 
ior  five  years  to  riot  in,  and  <^l^oil  them  of  all  they  had,  is 
what  fills  them  with  rapture.  They  are  the  only  people,  I 
believe,  uppn  the  &ce  of  the  earth,  that  have  no  complaints 
to  make  of  their  government,  in  any  instance  whatevw. 
Th^rs  must  be  something  superior  to  the  government  of 
angds ;  for  I  vwly  believe,  that  if  one  out  of  tJbedioir  of  the 
hec^enly  angels  were  sent  to  govern  the  earth,  such  is  the 
nature  of  man»  that  many  vf  ould  be  found  discontented  with 
it.    But  these  people  have  no  complaint,  they  fed  no  hard- 
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ships,  no  sorrow.  Mr.  Hastings  has  realized  more  than  the 
golden  age.  I  am  ashamed  for  )iuman  nature,  I  am  ashamed 
for  our  government,  I  am  ashamed  for  this  court  of  justice, 
that  these  things  are  hrought  hefore  us ;  but  here  they  are, 
and  we  must  observe  upon  them. 

My  lords,  we  have  done  on  our  part ;  we  have  made  out 
our  case ;  and  it  only  remains  for  me  to  make  a  few  observa- 
tions upon  what  Mr.  Hastings  has  thought  proper  to  put  for- 
ward in  his  defence.  Does  he  meet  our  case  with  anything 
but  these  general  attestations,  upon  which  I  must  first  remai^ 
that  there  is  not  one  single  matter  of  fact  touched  upon  in 
them  ?  Tour  lordships  will  observe,  and  you  may  hunt  them 
out  through  the  whole  body  of  your  minutes,  that  you  do  not 
find  a  single  fact  mentioned  in  any  of  them.  But  there  is  an 
abundance  of  panegyric ;  and  if  we  were  doing  nothing  but 
making  satires,  as  the  newspapers  charge  us  with  doing  against 
Mr.  Hastings,  panegyric  would  be  a  good  answer. 

But  Mr.  Hastings  sets  up  pleas  of  merit  upon  this  occasion. 
Now,  undoubtedly  no  plea  oi  merit  can  be  admitted  to  extin- 
guish, as  your  lordships  know  very  well,  a  direct  charge  of 
crime;  merit  cannot  extinguish  crime.  Por  instance,  if 
Lord  Howe,  to  whom  this  country  owes  so  much  as  it  owes 
this  day  for  the  great  and  glorious  victory  which  makes  our 
hearts  glad,  and  I  hope  will  insure  the  securilrjr  of  this  coun- 
try ;  yet  if  Lord  Howe,  I  say,  was  charged  with  embezzling 
the  kmg's  stores,  or  applying  them  in  any  manner  unbecoming 
his  situation,  to  any  shameM  or  scandalous  purpose ;  if  he 
was  accused  of  taking  advantage  of  his  station  to  oppress  any 
of  the  captains  of  his  ships ;  if  he  was  stated  to  have  gone 
into  a  port  of  the  allies  of  this  country,  and  to  have  plundered 
the  inhabitants,  to  have  robbed  their  women,  and  broken  into 
the  recesses  of  their  apartments ;  if  he  had  committed  atroci- 
ties like  these,  his  glorious  victory  could  not  change  the 
nature  and  quality  of  such  acts. 

My  Lord  Malmesbury  has  been  lately  sent  to  the  king  of 
Prussia,  and  we  hope  and  trust  that  his  embassy  will  be  suc- 
cessfu],  and  that  this  country  will  derive  great  benefit  from 
his  negotiations.  But  if  Lord  Malmesbury,  from  any  subsidy 
that  was  to  be  paid  to  the  king  of  Prussia,  was  to  put 
£50,000  in  his  own  pocket,  I  believe  that  his  making  a  good 
and  advantageous  treaty  with  the  king  of  Prussia  would 
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neyer  be  thoi^ht  a  good  defence  for  him.  We  admit,  that 
if  a  man  has  done  great  and  eminent  services,  though  they 
cannot  be  a  defence  against  a  charge  of  crimes,  and  cannot 
obliterate  them;  yet,  when  sent^ce  comes  to  be  passed 
upon  such  a  man,  you  will  consider  first,  whether  his  trans- 
gressions were  common  lapses  of  human  &ailty,  and  whether 
the  nature  and  weight  of  the  gnevances  resulting  from  them 
were  light  in  comparison  with  the  services  performed.  I  say 
that  you  cannot  acquit  him.  But  your  lordships  might  think 
some  pity  due  to  him,  that  might  mitigate  the  severity  of 
your  sentehce.  In  the  second  place,  you  would  consider 
whether  the  evidence  of  the  services  alleged  to  be  performed 
was  as  clear  and  undoubted  as  that  of  the  crimes  charged. 
I  confess  that,  if  a  man  has  done  great  services,  it  may  be 
some  alleviation  of  lighter  faults ;  but  then  they  ought  to  be 
urged  as  such, — with  modesty,  with  humility,  with  confes- 
sion of  the  faults ;  and  not  witn  a  proud  and  insolent  defiance. 
They  should  not  be  stated  as  proofs  that  he  stands  justified 
in  the  eye  of  mankind,  for  committing  unexampled  and  enor- 
mous crimes.  Indeed  humility,  suppliant  guilt,  always  makes 
impression  in  our  bosoms ;  so  that,  when  we  see  it  before  us, 
we  always  remember  that  we  are  all  frail  men ;  and  nothing 
but  a  proud  defiance  of  law  and  justice  can  make  us  forget 
this  for  one  moment.  I  believe  the  Commons  of  Great 
Britain,  and  I  hope  the  persons  that  speak  to  you,  know  very 
well  how  to  allow  for  the  faults  and  frailties  of  mankind 
equitably. 

Let  us  now  see  what  are  the  merits  which  Mr.  Hastings 
has  set  up  against  the  just  vengeance  of  his  country,  and 
against  his  proved  delinquencies.  From  the  language  of  the 
prisoner,  and  of  his  counsel,  you  would  imagine  some  ^reat, 
known,  acknowledged  services  had  been  done  by  him.  Your 
lordships  recollect  that  most  of  these  presumed  services  have 
been  considered,  and  we  are  persuaded  justly  considered,  as 
in  themselves  crimes.  He  wishes  your  lordships  to  suppose 
and  believe  that  these  services  were  put  aside,  either  because 
we  could  not  prove  the  facts  against  him,  or  could  not  make 
out  that  they  were  criminal,  and  consequently  that  your  lord- 
ships ought  to  presume  them  to  have  been  meritorious ;  and 
this  is  one  of  the  grounds  upon  which  he  demands  to  be  ac- 
quitted of  the  charges  that  have  been  brought  forward  and 
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proved  against  him.  Finding  in  our  proceedings,  and  re- 
corded upon  our  journals,  an  immense  mass  of  criminality- 
with  which  he  is  charged ;  and  finding  that  we  had  selected, 
as  we  were  bound  to  select,  such  parts  as  might  be  most  con- 
▼eniently  brought  before  your  lordships  (for  to  Jiave  gone 
through  the  wh<Ae  would  have  been  nearly  impossible),  he 
takes  all  the  rest  that  we  have  lefb  behind  and  have  not 
brought  here  as  charges,  and  converts  them,  by  a  strange 
metamorphosis,  into  merits. 

My  lords,  we  must  insist,  on  the  panb  of  the  House  oi 
Commons,  we  must  conjure  your  lordships,  for  the  honour  of 
a  coordinate  branch  of  the  legislature,  that,  whenever  you  are 
called  upon  to  admit  what  we  have  condemned  as  cnmes  to 
be  merits,  you  will  at  least  give  us  an  opportunity  of  being 
heard  upon  the  matter ;  that  you  will  not  suffer  Mr.  Hastings, 
when  attempting  to  defend  himself  against  our  charges,  in 
an  indirect  and  oblique  manner,  to  condemn  or  censure  the 
House  of  Commons  itself,  as  having  misrepresented  to  be 
crimes  the  acts  of  a  meritorious  servant  of  the  public.  Mr. 
Hastings  has  pleaded  a  variety  of  merits,  and  every  one  of 
these  merits,  without  the  exception  of  one  of  them,  hare 
been  either  directly  censured  by  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
censured  as  a  ground  for  legislative  provision,  or  they  remain 
upon  the  records  of  the  House  of  Commons,  with  the  vouchers 
for  them,  and  proofs ;  and  though  we  have  not  actusily  come 
to  the  question  upon  every  one  of  them,  we  had  come  before 
the  year  1782  to  forty-five  direct  resolutions  upon  his  con- 
duct. These  resolutions  were  moved  by  a  person  to  whom 
this  country  is  under  many  obligations,  and  whom  we  must 
always  mention  with  honour,  whenever  we  are  speaking  of 
high  situations  in  this  country,  and  of  great  talents  to  sup- 
pOTt  them,  and  of  long  public  services  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. I  mean  Mr.  Dundas,  then  lord  advocate  of  Scothmd, 
and  now  one  of  the  principal  secretaries  of  state,  and  at  the 
head,  and  worthily  and  deservedly  at  the  head,  of  the  East 
Indian  departments  G^iis  distinguished  statesman  moved 
forty-five  resolutions,  the  major  part  of  them  directly  con- 
demning these  very  acts  whicn  Mr.  Hastings  has  pl^^ed  as 
his  merits,  as  being  delinquencies  and  crimes.  All  that  the 
House  of  Commons  implore  of  your  lordships  is,  that  you 
will  not  take  these  things,  which  we  call  crimes,  to  be  merits. 
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iKrithout  hearing  the  House  of  Commons  upon  the  subject^ 
matter  of  them.  I  am  sure  you  are  toonobie  and  too  geiier^ 
ous,  as  well  lis  too  just  and  equitable,  to  act  in  such  a  manner. 

The  first  thing  that  Mr.  Hastings  brings  forward  in  his 
defence  is,  that,  whereas  th^  Gompftny  were  obli^d  to  paj  a 
certain  tribute  to  the  Mogul,  in  consideration  of  a  grant  b j 
which  the  Moguls  gare  to  us  the  legal  title  under  which  we 
hold  the  provinces  of  Betigal,  Bahar,  and  Orissa^  he  did  stop 
the  payment  of  that  tribute  or  Aeknowledgment^  small  as  it 
was  ;  that  though  bound  bv  a  tretA^  recognised  ij  the  Com-^ 
jptoj,  and  recognised  b j  the  iiation  ^  though  bound  by  the 
very  sunnud  by  which  he  held  the  very  office  he  was  exer* 
cising,  yet  he  h^  broken  the  ttieaty,  and  refused  to  par  the 
fttiptdated  acknowledgment.  Where  ate  we,  my  lords  r  Is 
this  merit  F  Good  God  Almighty !  the  gr^itest  blockhead, 
the  most  ignorant,  miserable  Wretch,  a  person  without  either 
virtue  or  l^ents,  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  order  a  clerk  to 
strike  a  pen  through  Such  an  account,  and  then  to  make  A 
merit  of  it  to  you.  Oh !  sftyd  he,  I  hare  by  a  mere  breach 
of  your  faith,  by  a  single  dash  of  my  peti,  saved  you  ail  this 
money,  which  you  were  bound  to  pay.  I  have  exonerated 
you  from  the  payment  of  it.  I  have  gained  you  £250,000 
a  year  for  ever.  Will  you  not  reward  a  person  who  did  you 
such  a  great  and  important  service,  by  conniving  a  little  at 
his  delinquencies  ? 

But  the  House  of  Commons  will  not  allow  that  this  was  a 
great  and  important  service  i  on  the  contrary,  they  have  de- 
clared the  act  itself  to  be  censurable^  There  is  our  resolu- 
tion*--resolution  the  7th ;  "  That  the  conduct  of  the  Company 
and  their  servants  in  India  to  the  king  (meaning  the  Mogul 
king)  and  Nudjiff  Cawn,  With  respect  to  the  tribute  payable 
to  me  one,  and  stipend  to  the  other,  and  with  respect  to  the 
transfer  of  the  provinces  of  Corah  and  lUahabad  to  the  Tidier, 
was  contrary  to  policy  and  go6d  fedth ;  and  that  such  wise 
and  practicable  measures  should  be  adopted  in  future,  as  may 
tend  to  redeem  the  national  honour,  and  recover  the  eorm- 
detxoe  and  attachment  of  the  princes  of  India." 

This  act  of  injustice,  against  which  we  have  fulminated  the 
thunder  of  our  resolutions  as  a  heavy  crime— as  a  crime  that 
dishonoured  the  nation,  and  which  measures  ou^ht  to  be 
taken  to  redress,  this  man  has  the  insolence  to  bring  before 
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your  lordships  as  a  set-ofiP  agamst  the  crimes  we  charge  him 
with.  This  outrageous  defiance  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
this  outrageous  defiance  of  all  the  laws  of  his  country,  I 
hope  your  lordships  will  not  countenance.  You  will  not  let 
it  pass  for  nothing.  On  the  contrary,  you  will  consider  it  as 
aggravating,  hea^y,  his  crimes ;  and  ahove  aU,  you  will  not 
suffer  him  to  set  off  this,  which  we  have  declared  to  he  in- 
jurious to  our  national  honour  and  credit,  and  which  he  him- 
self does  not  deny  to  be  a  breach  of  the  public  faith — against 
other  breaches  of  the  pubKc  faith  with  which  we  charge  him ; 
— or  to  justify  one  class  of  public  crimes,  by  proving  that  he 
has  committed  others.  . 

Your  lordships  see  that  he  justifies  this  crime  upon  the 
plea  of  its  being  profitable  to  the  Company ;  but  he  shall 
not  march  off  even  on  this  ground  with  flying  colours.  My 
lords,  pray  observe  in  what  manner  he  calculates  these  profits. 
Your  lordships  will  find,  that  he  makes  up  the  account  of 
them  much  in  the  same  maimer  as  he  made  up  the  account 
of  Nobkissin's  money.  There  is,  indeed,  no  account  which 
he  has  ever  brought  forth  that  does  not  carry  upon  it,  not 
-  only  ill  faith  and  national  dishonour,  but  direct  proofs  of  coiw 
ruption.  "When  Mr.  HLastings  values  himseu  upon  this 
shocking  and  outrageous  breach  of  faith,  which  required 
nothing  but  a  base  and  illiberal  mind,  without  either  talents, 
courage,  or  skill,  except  that  courage  which  defies  all  conse- 
quences ;  which  defies  shame,  which  defies  the  judgment 
and  opinion  of  his  country  and  of  mankind ;  no  other  talents 
than  may  be  displayed  by  the  dash  of  a  pen ;  you  will  at 
least  expect  to  see  a  clear  and  distinct  account  of  what  was 
gained  By  it. 

In  the  year  1776,  at  a  period  when  Mr.  Hastings  was 
under  an  eclipse,  when  honour  and  virtue,  in  the  character  of 
General  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  sat  for 
a  short  period  at  the  coimcil  board ;  during  that  time,  Mj. 
Hastings's  conduct  upon  this  occasion  was  called  into  ques- 
tion. They  called  for  an  account  of  the  revenues  of  the 
country  ;  what  was  received,  and  what  had  been  paid ;  and 
in  the  account  returned,  they  found  the  amount  of  the  tnbute 
due  to  the  Mogul,  £250,000,  entered  as  paid  up  to  Octobw, 
1774.  Thus  fwr  all  appeared  fair  upon  the  face  of  it ;  they 
took  it  for  granted,  as  your  lordships  would  take  it  for 


d  by  Google 


WABBEN  HASTINGS, 


granted,  at  the  first  view,  that  the  tribute  in  reality  had  been 
paid  up  to  the  time  stated.  The  books  were  balanced ;  you 
find  a  debtor ;  you  find  a  creditor ;  every  item  posted  in  as 
re|;ular  a  manner  as  possible.  Whilst  they  were  examining 
this  account,  a  Mr.  Croffcs,  of  whom  your  lordships  have 
heard  very  often  as  accountant-general,  comes  forward  and 
declares  that  there  was  a  little  error  in  the  account.  And 
what  was  the  error?  That  he  had  entered  the  Mogul's 
tribute  for  one  year  more  than  it  had  actually  been  paid. 
Here  we  have  the  small  error  of  a  payment  to  the  Mogul  of 
£260,000.  This  appeared  strange.— Why,  says  Mr.  Crofts, 
I  never  discovered  it ;  nor  was  it  ever  intimated  to  me  that 
it  had  been  stopped  from  October,  1773,  till  the  other  day, 
when  I  was  informed  that  I  ought  not  to  have  made  an 
entry  of  the  last  payments.  These  were  his  expressions. 
Tou  win  find  the  whole  relation  in  the  Bengal  Appendix, 
printed  by  the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors.  Wnen  Mr. 
Croftes  was  asked  a  very  natural  question,  Who  first  told 
you  of  your  mistake  ?-r-who  acquainted  you  with  Mr.  Hast- 
ings's orders,  that  the  payment  should  be  expunged  from  the 
account  ? — ^What  is  his  answer  ?  It  is  an  answer  worthy  of 
Mr.  Middleton,  an  answer  worthy  of  Mr,  Larkins,  or  of  any  of 
the  other  white  banyans  of  Mr.  Hastings :  Oh  1  I  have  forgot- 
ten. Here  you  have  an  accountant-general  kept  in  ignorance, 
or  who  pretends  to  be  ignorant,  of  so  large  a  payment  as 
£250,000 ;  who  enters  it  falsely  in  his  account ;  and  when 
asked  who  apprized  him  of  his  mistake,  says  that  he  has 
really  forgotten. 

Oh,  my  lords,  what  resources  there  are  in  oblivion,  what 
resources  there  are  in  bad  memory !  no  genius  ever  has  done 
BO  much  for  mankind  as  this  mental  defect  has  done  for  Mr. 
Hastings's  accountants.  It  was  said  by  one  of  the  ancient 
philosophers,  to  a  man  who  proposed  to  teach  people  memory 
— ^"  I  wish  you  coidd  teach  me  oblivion ;  I  wish  you  could 
teach  me  to  forget."  These  people  have  certainly  not  been 
taught  the  art  of  memory,  but  they  appear  perfect  masters 
of  the  art  of  forgetting.  My  lords,  this  is  not  all;  and 
I  must  request  your  lor&hips'  attention  to  the  whole  of  the 
account,  as  it  appears  in  the  account  of  the  arrears  due  to  the 
king,  annexed  to  your  minutes.     Here  is  a  kind  of  labyrinth, 
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where  fraud  runs  into  fraud.  On  the  credit  side  you  find 
stated  there  eight  lacks  paid  to  the  Vizier,  and  to  he  taken 
from  the  Mo^'s  tribute,  for  the  support  of  an  artny,  of 
which  he  himself  had  stipulated  to  bear  the  whole  expense. 
These  eight  lacks  are  thus  fraudulently  accounted  for  upon 
the  fkce  of  the  thing ;  and  with  respect  to  eighteen  lacks, 
the  remainder  of  the  hibute,  there  is  no  account  given  of  it 
at  all.  This  sum  Mr.  Hastings  must,  therefbre,  bate  pock- 
eted for  his  own  use,  or  that  of  his  gang  of  peculators ;  and 
whilst  he  Was  pretending  to  save  jou  eight  lacks  by  on6 
fraud,  he  committed  another  fraud  of  eighteen  lacks  fot  him-« 
self;  and  this  is  the  method  by  which  one  act  of  pecnlatioil 
begets  another  in  the  economy  of  frnud. 

Thus  much  of  these  affiurs  I  think  myself  bound  io  staete 
to  your  lordships  upon  this  occasion ;  for,  although  not  one 
word  has  been  produced  by  the  counsel  to  support  the  kUe- 
gationd  of  the  prisoner  at  your  bar,  yet,  knowmg  that  yoxir 
lordships,  high  as  you  are,  are  still  but  men,  knowing  also 
that  bold  assertions  and  confident  declarations  are  apt  to 
make  some  impression  iipon  all  men's  minds,  we  oppose  Ms 
jJlegations.  But  how  do  we  oppose  them  ?— Not  oy  things 
of  the  Hke  nature.  We  Oppose  them,  by  showing  you  that 
the  House  of  Commons,  afber  diligent  investigation,  has  con- 
demned them,  and  by  stating  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
House  founded  its  condemnation.  We  send  yon  to  the 
records  of  the  Company,  if  you  want  to  pursue  this  matter 
further,  to  enlighten  your  own  minds  upon  the  subject.  Do 
not  think,  my  lords,  that  we  are  not  aware  how  ridiculous  it 
is  for  either  party,  the  accuser  or  the  accused,  to  make  here 
any  assertions  without  produdng  vouchers  for  them:  we 
know  it ;  but  we  are  prepared  and  ready  to  take  upon  us  the 
proof:  and  we  should  be  ashamed  to  assert  anything  that 
we  are  not  able  directly  to  substantiate,  by  an  immediate 
reference  to  uncontradicted  evidence. 

With  regard  to  the  merits  pleaded  by  the  prisoner,  we 
could  efface  that  plea  with  a  single  stroke,  by  saying  there 
is  no  evidence  before  your  lorfihips  of  any  such  merits. 
But  we  have  done  more.  We  have  shown  you  that  the 
things  which  he  has  set  up  as  merits  are  atrocious  crimes, 
and  that  there  is  not  one  of  them  which  does  not,  in  the 
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T^  nature  and  circumdtances  of  it,  carry  evidence  of  base 
coiTuption,  as  well  as  of  flagrant  injustice  and  notorious  breadi 
of  public  faith. 

The  next  thing  that  he  takes  credit  for  is  precisely  an  act 
of  this  description.  The  Mogul  had,  by  solemn  stipulation 
with  the  Company,  a  royal  domain  insured  to  him,  consisting 
of  two  provinces,  Corah  and  Allahabad.  Of  both  these  pro* 
vinces  Mr.  Hastings  deprived  the  Mogul  upon  weak  pre- 
tences, if  proved,  in  pomt  of  fact,  but  which  were  never 
proved,  in  any  sense,  against  him*  I  allude  particularly  to 
his  alleged  alliance  with  the  Mahrattas,  a  people,  by  the 
way,  with  whom  we  were  not  then  at  war,  and  with  whom 
he  had  as  good  a  right  as  Nudjeive  Khd,n  to  enter  into  alli- 
ance at  that  time.  He  takes  these  domains,  almost  the  last 
wrecks  of  empire  left  to  the  descendant  of  Tamerlane,  from 
the  man,  I  say,  to  whose  voluntary  grants  we  owe  it  that  we 
have  put  a  foot  in  Bengal.  Surely  we  ought,  fct  least,  to  have 
kept  our  faith  in  leaving  this  last  retreat  to  that  unfortunate 
pnnce.  The  House  of  Commons  was  of  that  opinion,  and 
consequently  they  resolved,  "  that  the  transfer  of  Corah  and 
Allahabad  to  the  Vizier  was  contrary  to  policy  and  good 
faith.*'  This  is  what  the  Commons  think  of  this  business, 
which  Mr.  Hastings  pleads  as  merits. 

But  I  have  not  yet  done  with  it.  These  provinces  are 
estimated  as  worth  twenty-two  lacks,  or  thereabouts,  that  is, 
about  £220,000  a  year.  1  believe  they  were  improvable  to 
a  good  deal  more.  But  what  does  Mr.  Hastings  do  ?  Instefid 
of  taking  them  into  the  Company's  possession  for  the  purpose 
of  preserving  them  for  the  Mogul,  upon  the  event  of  our 
being  better  satisfied  with  his  conduct,  or  of  appropriating 
them  to  the  Company's  advantage,  he  sells  them  to  the  INa- 
bob  of  Oude,  who  he  knew  had  the  art,  above  all  men,  of  de- 
stroying a  country  which  he  was  to  keep,  or  which  he  might 
fear  he  was  not  to  keep,  permanent  possession  of.  And  what 
do  yon  think  he  sold  them  for  ?  He  sold  them  at  a  little 
more  than  two  years'  purchase.  Will  any  man  believe  that 
Mr*  Hastings,  when  he  sold  these  provinces  to  the  Vizier  for 
two  years'  purchase  (and  when  there  was  no  man  that  would 
not  have  given  ten  years'  purchase  for  them),  did  not  put 
the  difference  between  the  real  and  pretended  value  into  nis 
own  pocket  and  that  of  his  associates  ? 


d  by  Google 


428  SPEECH  IS  THE  IMFEAOHHEKT  OE 

"We  charge,  therefore,  first,  that  this  act,  for  which  he  as- 
sumes meht,  was  in  itself  a  breach  of  faith ;  next,  that  the 
sale  of  these  provinces  was  scandalously  conducted;  and 
thirdly,  that  this  sale,  a;fc  one-fifbh  of  the'  real  value,  was 
effected  for  corrupt  purposes.  Thus  an  act  of  threefold  de- 
linquency is  one  of  the  merits  stated  vnth  great  pomp  by 
his  counsel. 

Another  of  his  merits  is  the  stoppage  of  the  pension  which 
the  Company  was  under  an  obligation  to  pay  to  JN'udjeive 
Khan ; — a  matter  which,  even  if  admitted  to  be  a  merit,  is 
certainly  not  worth,  as  a  set-off,  much  consideration. 

But  there  is  another  set-off  of  merit  upon  which  he  plumes 
himself,  and  sets  an  exceedingly  high  value — ^the  sale  of  the 
Eohilla  nation  to  that  worthless  tyrant,  the  Vizier,  their  cruel 
and  bitter  enemy,  the  cruellest  tyrant,  perhaps,  that  ever 
existed,  and  their  most  implacable  enemy,  if  we  except  Mr. 
Hastings,  who  appears  to  nave  had  a  concealed  degree  of 
animosity,  public,  private,  or  political,  against  them.  To 
this  man  he  sold  this  whole  nation,  whose  country,  culti- 
vated like  a  garden,  was  soon  reduced,  as  Mr.  Hastings,  from 
the  character  of  the  Vizier,  knew  would  be  the  consequence, 
to  a  mete  desert,  for  £400,000 ;  he  sent  a  brigade  of  our 
troops  to  assist  the  Vizier  in  extirpating  these  people,  who 
were  the  bravest,  the  most  honourable,  and  generous  nation 
upon  earth.  Those  who  were  not  lefb  slaughtered  to  rot 
upon  the  soil  of  their  native  country,  were  cruelly  expelled 
m)m  it,  and  sent  to  publish  the  merciless  and  scandalous  be- 
haviour of  Great  Britain  from  one  end  of  India  to  the  other. 
I  believe  there  is  not  an  honest,  ingenuous,  or  feeling  heart 
upon  the  face  of  the  globe,  I  believe  there  is  no  man  pos- 
sessing the  least  degree  of  regard  to  honour  and  justice,  hu- 
manity and  good  policy,  that  £d  not  reprobate  this  act.  The 
court  of  directors,  when  they  heard  of  it,  reprobated  it  in 
the  strongest  manner ;  the  court  of  proprietors  reprobated 
it  in  the  strongest  manner ;  by  the  House  of  Commons,  after 
the  most  diligent  investigation,  it  was,  in  a  resolution  moved 
by  Mr.  Dundas,  reprobated  in  the  strongest  manner:  and 
this  is  the  act  which  Mr.  Hastings  bnngs  forward  before 
your  lordships  as  a  merit. 

But,  again,  I  can  prove,  that  in  this,  perhaps,  the  most 
atrocious  of  all  his  demerits,  there  is  a  most  horrid  and  ne- 
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&riouB  secret  corruption  lurking.  I  can  tell  your  lordships, 
that  Sir  Eobert  Barker  was  offered  by  this  Vkier,  for  about 
one-half  of  this  very  country,  namely,  the  country  of  the 
SohiUas,  a  sum  of  fifty  lacks  of  rupees,  that  is,  £500,000. 
Mr.  Hastings  was  informed  of  this  offer  by  Sir  Eobert  Barker, 
in  his  letter  of  the  24th  March,  1773.  Still,  in  the  fe«e  of 
this  information,  Mr.  Hastings  took  for  the  Company  only 
forty  lacks  of  rupees.  I  leave  your  lordships  to  draw  your 
own  conclusion  from  these  facts.  Tou  will  judge  what  be- 
came of  the  difference  between  the  price  offered  and  the 
price  accounted  for,  as  taken ;  nothing  on  earth  can  hide 
from  mankind  why  Mr.  Hastings  made  this  wicked,  corrupt 
bargain  for  the  extermination  of  a  brave  and  generous  people : 
why  he  took  £400,000  for  the  whole  of  that,  for  half  of 
which  he  was  offered  and  knew  he  might  have  had  £500,000. 

Tour  lordships  will  observe,  that  for  all  these  facts  there 
is  no  evidence  on  the  one  side  or  on  the  other,  directly  before 
you.  Their  merits  have  been  insisted  upon  in  long  and  labori- 
ous details  and  discussions,  both  by  Mr.  Hastings  himself 
and  by  his  counsel.  We  have  answered  them  for  that  reason ; 
but  we  answer  them  with  a  direct  reference  to  records  and 
papers,  from  which  your  lordships  may  judge  of  them  as  set- 
oflffl  and  merits.  I  believe  your  lorclships  will  now  hardly 
receive  them  as  merits  to  set  off  guilt,  smce  in  every  one  of 
them  there  is  both  gmlt  in  the  act,  and  strong  ground  for  pre- 
suming that  he  had  corruptly  taken  money  for  himself. 

The  last  act  of  merit  that  has  been  insisted  upon  by  his 
counsel  is  the  Mahratta  peace.  They  have  stated  to  you 
the  distresses  of  the  Company,  to  justify  the  unhandsome 
and  improper  means  that  he  took  of  making  this  peace.  Mr. 
Hastings  himself'has  laid  hold  of  the  same  opportunity  of 
magnifying  the  difficulties  which,  during  his  government,  he 
had  to  contend  with.  Here  he  displays  all  ms  tactics.  He 
spreads  all  his  sails,  and  here  catches  every  gale.  He  says, 
1  found  aU  India  confederated  against  you.  I  found  not  the 
Mahrattas  alone ;  I  found  war  through  a  hundred  hostile  states 
fulminated  against  you ;  I  found  the  Peshwa,  the  Nizam, 
Hyder  Ally,  the  Bajah  of  Berar,  all  combined  together  for  your 
destruction.  I  stemmed  the  torrent ;  fortitude  is  my  charac- 
ter. I  faced  and  overcame  all  these  difficulties,  till  I  landed 
your  f^&irs  safe  on  shore ;  till  I  stood  the  saviour  of  India. 
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My  Lord*,  we  of  the  House  of  Commons  have  before  heurd 
all  tnis,  but  we  cannot  forget  that  we  examined  into  eveiy 
part  of  it,  and  that  we  did  not  find  a  single  fact  stated  by 
him,  that  was  not  a  ground  of  censure  and  reprobation.  The 
House  of  Commons,  in  the  resolutions  to  which  I  ha^  i^ 
luded,  have  declared  that  Hr.  Hastings,  the  first  author  of 
these  proceedings,  took  advantage  of  an  ambiguous  letter  of 
the  court  of  directors,  to  break  and  violate  the  most  solemn, 
the  most  advantageous,  and  useful  treaty  that  tiie  Company 
had  ever  made  in  India ;  and  that  this  conduct  of  his  pro-* 
duced  the  strange  and  unnatural  junction  which,  he  says^  he 
found  f(»Tmed  against  the  Company,  and  with  which  he  had 
to  combat.  I  should  trouble  your  liordships  with  but  a  bricif 
statement  of  the  facts,  and  if  I  do  not  enter  more  at  large  in 
observing  upon  them,  it  is  because  I  cannot  but  feel  shocked 
at  the  indecency  and  impropriety  of  yonr  being  obliged  to 
hear  of  that  as  merit,  which  the  House  of  Commops  has 
condemned  in  every  part.  Your  lordships  received  obliquely 
evidence  firom  the  prisoner  at  your  bar  upon  this  subject ;  yet 
when  we  came  and  desired  your  full  inquiry  into  it,  vow 
lordships,  for  wise  and  just  reasons,  I  have  no  doubt,  remsed 
our  request.  I  must,  however,  ag^  protest  on  the  part  (^ 
the  Commons  against  your  lordsUps  receiving  such  evidence 
at  all,  as  relevant  to  your  judgment,  unless  the  Houae  of 
Commons  is  fully  heard  upon  it^ 

But  to  proceea. — The  government  of  Bombay  had  ofil^ided 
the  Mahratta  states,  by  a  most  violent  and  scandalous  aggres- 
sion. They  afterwards  made  a  trea^  of  peace  with  t^m> 
honourable  and  advantageous  to  the  Company.  This  treaty 
was  made  by  Colonel  Upton,  and  is  called  The  Treaty  of 
Forunda.  Mr.  Hastings  broke  that  treaty,  upon  his  decMied 
principle,  that  you  are  to  look  in  war  for  tne  resources  of 
your  government.  All  India  was  at  that  time  in  peace. 
Hyder  Ally  did  not  dare  to  attack  us;  because  he  was  afoud 
that  his  natural  enemies,  the  Mahrattas,  would  &11  ntpeot  Uii. 
The  Nizam  could  not  attack  us,  because  he  was  also  afiraid 
of  the  Mahrattas.  The  Mahratta  state  itself  was  divided  into 
such  discordant  branches,  as  to  make  it  impossible  for  them 
to  unite  in  any  one  object ;— that  commonwealth,  whi^  fsv^ 
tainly  at  that  time  wias  the  terror  of  India,  was  so  broken^  a» 
to  render  it  either  totally  ineffective  or  easy  to  be  resisted ; 
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there  was  not  one  government  in  India  that  did  not  look  np 
to  G^reftt  BHtain  as  holding  the  balance  of  power,  and  in  a  posi- 
tion to  control  and  do  justice  to  every  inoividuiftl  party  in  it. 
At  that  juncture  Mr,  Hastings  deliberately  broke  the  treaty 
of  Forund^ ;  and  9fterwards,  by  breaking  £uth  with  and 
attacki]^  aU  the  powers,  one  after  another,  he  produced  that 
very  union  which  one  would  hardly  have  expected  that  the 
incapacity  or  ill  fWth  of  any  governor  could  have  effected, 
Tour  lordships  shall  hear  the  best  and  most  incontrovertible 
^vid^ce,  both  of  his  incapaciiy^and  ill  faith,  and  of  the  con-> 
sequences  which  they  woauced.  It  is  the  declaration  of  one 
^  the  latest  of  their  allies,  concerning  all  these  proceedings^ 
it  is  contained  in  a  letter  from  the  I^jah  of  Berar,  directly 
and  strongly  inculpating  Mr.  Hastings,  upon  &cts  which  hie 
has  never  denied,  and  by  arguments  which  he  has  never  re- 
futed, fts  being  himself  the  cause  of  that  very  junction  of  all 
the  powers  of  Indii^  against  up. 

Letter  from  Beneram  Pundit.-T-"  As  the  friend9hip  of  the 
English  is,  at  all  events,  the  first  and  most  necessaiy  consider* 
lotion,  I  will  therefore  ei^ert  myself  in  establishmg  peac^ ; 
for  the  power  of  making  peac^  with  aU  i^  the  best  object ; 
to  this  all  other  measures  are  subservient,  and  will  certainly 
be  done  by  them,  the  lEinglish.  You  write,  that  afber  having 
laid  the  foundation  of  peace  with  the  Pundit  Purdhaun,  it  is 
requisite  that  some  troops  should  be  sent  with  General  God^  ^ 
dard  against  Hyder  I^aig,  and  take  possession  of  his  countryj " 
when  ^  those  engagements  and  prpposals  ma^r  be  assented 
to«  My  reason  is  c<^ounded  in  discussing  tms  suggestion 
at  a  time  when  Hyder  Naig  i9  in  every  respect  in  ^liance 
with  the  Feishwa,  ^d  has  assisted,  with  his  soul  and  life,  to 
repel  the  English.  For  us  to  unite  our  troops  with  those  of 
the  wiemy,  and  ei;tirpat;e  him,— -would  not  this  fix  the  stamp 
ef  in^y  upon  ns  i<x  evw  ?  Would  any  prince,  for  gener- 
ations to  come,  ever  after  assist  us,  or  unite  with  the  Feish* 
w$  ?  Be  yourself  the  judge,  and  say  whether  such  a  con^ 
dud»  wcMild  become  a  prince  or  not,--.Wby  then  do  you 
mention  it  ?— why  do  you  write  it  ? 

**  The  ease  is  as  follows.— At  first  there  was  the  utmost 
enmity  between  Hyder  Naig  and  the  Fundit  Furdhaun,  and 
there  was  the  fullest  intention  of  sending  troops  into  Hyder 
Naig's  country  \  wd  ftfter  the  conclusion  of  the  war  with 
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Bombay  and  the  capture  of  Eagonaut  Eow,  it  was  firmly 
resolved  to  send  troops  into  that  quarter ;  and  a  reliance  was 
placed  in  the  treaty  which  was  entered  into  by  the  gentlemen 
of  Bombay  before  the  war ;  but  when  Eagonaut  again  went 
to  them,  and  General  Goddard  was  ready  to  commence  hos- 
tilities— when  no  regard  was  paid  to  the  Mendly  proposals 
made  by  ns  and  the  Pundit  Peishwa — ^when  they  desisted 
from  coming  to  Poonah,  agreeable  to  their  promise,  and  a 
categorical  answer  was  given  to  the  deputies  from  Poonah ; 
the  ministers  of  Poonah  then  consulted  among  themselves, 
and  having  advised  with  the  Nabob  Nizam  ul  Dowlah,  they 
considered  that  as  enemies  were  appearing  on  both  sides,  and 
it  would  be  difl&cult  to  cope  vnth  both,  what  was  to  be  done. 
Peace  must  be  made  vnth  one  of  them,  and  war  must  be 
carried  on  vnth  the  other.  They  vnshed  above  all  things,  in 
their  hearts,  to  make  peace  vnth  the  English  gentlemen,  and 
to  unite  with  them  to  punish  Hyder  Naig ;  but  these  gen- 
tlemen had  plainly  refused  to  enter  into  any  terms  of  recon- 
ciliation ;  it  was  therefore  advisable  to  accommodate  matters 
with  Hyder  Naig,  although  he  had  been  long  an  enemy. — 
What  else  could  be  done  ?  Having  nothing  left  for  it,  they 
were  compelled  to  enter  into  an  union  with  Hyder." 

My  lords,  this  declaration,  made  to  Mr.  Hastings  himself, 
was  never  answered  by  him  ;  indeed,  answered  it  could  not 
be ;  because  the  thing  was  manifest,  that  all  the  desolation 
of  the  Camatic  by  Hyder  Ally,  all  these  difficulties  upon 
which  he  has  insisted,  the  whole  of  that  union  by  which  he 
was  pressed,  and  against  which,  as  he  says,  he  bore  up  with 
such  fortitude,  was  his  ovm  work,  the  consequences  of  his 
bad  faith  and  his  not  listening  to  any  reasonable  terms  of 
peace. 

But,  my  lords,  see  what  sort  of  peace  he  afterwards  made. 
I  could  prove,  if  I  were  called  upon  so  to  do,  from  this  paper, 
that  they  have  had  the  folly  and  madness  to  produce  to  you 
for  other  purposes,  that  he  might  at  any  time  have  made  a 
better  treaty,  and  have  concluded  a  more  secure  and  advan- 
tageous peace,  than  that  which  at  last  he  acceded  to :  that 
the  treaty  he  made  was  both  disadvantageous  and  dishonour- 
able ;  inasmuch,  as  we  gave  up  every  ally  we  had,  and  sacri- 
ficed them  to  the  resentment  of  the  enemy :  that  Mahadajee 
Scindia  gained  by  it  an  empire  of  a  magnitude  dangerous  to 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


WABBEK  HASTIKaS,   ESQ.  483 

our  very  existence  in  India ;  that  this  chief  was  permitted  to 
exterminate  all  the  many  little  gallant  nations  that  stood 
between  us  and  the  Mahrattas,  and  whose  policy  led  them  to 
guard  against  the  ambitious  designs  of  that  government. 
Almost  ail  these  lesser  powers,  from  central  India  quite  up 
to  the  mountains  that  divide  India  from  Tartary,  almost  aU 
these,  I  say,  were  exterminated  by  him,  or  were  brought 
under  a  cruel  subjection.  The  peace  he  made  with  Mr. 
Hastings  was  for  the  very  purpose  of  doing  all  this ;  and  Mr. 
Hastings  enabled  him,  and  gave  him  the  means  of  effecting 
it.  Advert  next,  my  lords,  to  what  he  did  with  other  allies. 
By  the  treaty  of  Porunda,  made  by  Colonel  Upton,  and 
which  he  flagitiously  broke,  we  had  acquired  what,  God 
knows,  we  little  merited  from  the  Mahrattas,  twelve  lacks 
(£112,000)  for  the  expenses  of  the  war,  and  a  country  of 
three  lacks  of  annual  revenue,  the  province  of  Burratch  and 
the  Isle  of  Salset,  and  other  small  islands  convenient  for  us 
upon  that  coast.  This  was  a  great,  useful,  and  momentous 
accession  of  territory  and  of  revenue,  and  we  got  it  with 
honour ;  for  not  one  of  our  allies  was  sacrificed  by  this  treaty. 
We  had  even  obtained  from  the  Mahrattas  for  Eagonaut  Eow, 
our  support  of  whom  against  that  government  was  a  principal 
cause  of  the  war,  an  establishment  of  a  thousand  horse,  to 
be  maintained  at  their  expense,  and  a  jaghire  for  his  other 
expenses  of  three  lacks  of  rupees  per  annum,  payable 
■    "         ■"     the ■ 


monthly,  with  leave  to  reside  within  their  territories,  with 
no  other  condition  than  that  he  should  not  remove  from  the 
place  fixed  for  his  residence,  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  dis- 
turbances against  their  government.  They  also  stipulated 
for  the  pardon  of  all  his  adherents,  except  four ;  and  the  only 
condition  they  required  from  us  was,  that  we  should  not 
assist  him  in  case  of  any  future  disturbance.  But  Mr.  Hast- 
ings,  by  his  treaty,  surrendered  that  country  of  three  lacks 
of  revenue ;  he  made  no  stipulation  for  the  expenses  of  the 
war,  nor  indemnity  for  any  of  the  personk  whom  he  had 
seduced  into  the  rebelKon,  in  favour  of  Eagonaut  Eow.  He 
gave  them  all  up  to  the  vengeance  of  their  governments, 
without  a  stroke  of  a  pen  in  their  favour,  to  be  bwiished, 
confiscated,  and  undone.  And  as  to  Eagonaut  Eow,  instead 
of  getting  him  this  honourable  and  secure  retreat,  as  he  was 
bound  to  do,  this  unfortunate  man  was  ordered  to  retire  to 
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fais  enemy's  (Mahadajee  Scindia's)  coimtiy ;  or  otherwise  he 
was  not  to  receire  a  shilling  for  his  maintenance.  I  will  now 
aftk  your  lordshi|)s  whether  any  man  but  Mr.  Hastings 
would  claim  a  merit  with  his  own  couni^  lor  having  brok^ 
the  treahr  of  Forunda  P  Your  lordships  know  the  opinion 
of  the  House  of  Commons  respecting  it ;  his  colleagues  in 
council  had  remonstrated  with  him  upon  it,  and  had  stated 
the  mischiefs  that  would  result  from  it ;  and  Sir  Eyre  Coote, 
the  commander  of  the  Company's  forces,  writing  at  the  same 
time  from  Madraa,  states,  that  he  thou^  it  would  infallibly 
bring  down  upon  them  Hydw  Ally,  who,  they  had  leason 
to  think,  was  bent  upon  the  utter  destruction  of  the  power 
of  this  countrr  in  India,  and  was  only  waiting  for  some 
crisis  in  our  amurs  favourable  to  his  designs.  This,  mj  lords, 
k  to  be  one  of  the  set-offs  against  all  the  crimes,  agamst  the 
multiplied  frauds,  cruelties,  and  oppressions,  aU  the  corrupt 

Practices,  prevarications,  and  swindlings,  that  we  have  ju- 
dged against  him. 
Mj  lords,  it  would  be  an  endless  undertaking,  and  such  as 
at  this  hour  of  the  day  we,  as  well  as  your  lordships,  are 
little  fitted  to  engage  in,  if  I  were  to  attempt  to  search  into 
and  unveil  all  the  secret  motives,  or  to  expose,  as  it  deserves, 
the  shameless  audacity,  of  this  man's  ccmduct.  None  of  yoor 
lordships  can  have  observed,  without  astonishment,  ike  selec- 
tion of  his  merits,  as  he  audaciously  calls  them,  which  has 
been  brousht  before  you.  The  last  of  this  selection,  in 
particular,  looks  as  if  he  meant  to  revile  and  spit  upoiL  the 
legislature  of  his  country ;  because  we  and  you  thought  it  fit, 
and  were  resolved  to  publish  to  all  India,  that  we  will  not 
countenance  offensive  wars  ;  and  that  you  felt  this  so 
strongly,  as  to  pass  the  first  aefc  of  a  kind  that  was  ever  made ; 
nameljr,  an  act  to  limit  the  discrotionary  power  of  govern- 
ment in  making  war  solely  ;  and  because  you  have  done  this 
solely,  and  upon  no  other  account,  and  £ca*  no  other  reason 
under  heaven,  than  the  abuse  which  i^iat  man  at  your  bar 
has  made  of  it,  and  for  which  abuse  he  now  presumes  to 
take  merit  to  himself.  I  will  read  this  part  of  the  act  to 
your  lordships. 

[Mr.  Burke  here  read  24  Geo.  III.  oap.  24,  sect.  34.] 
''  And  whereas  to    ursue  schemes  of  conquest  and  ezten- 
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moD.  of  dominion  in  India  are  measures  repugnant  to  the 
wish,  the  honour,  and  policy  of  this  nation  ;  Be  it  therefore 
fother  enacted  bj  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  not 
be<  lawful  for  the  Q-ovemor-GenOTal  and  council  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam aforesaid,  without  the  express  command  and  authority 
of  the  said  court  of  directors,  or  of  the  secret  committee  of 
the  said  court  of  directors,  in  any  case  (except  where  hos- 
tilities have  actually  been  commenced,  or  preparations  actu- 
ally made  for  the  commencement  of  hostilities  against  the 
British  nation  in  India,  or  against  some  of  the  princes  or 
states  dependent  thereon,  or  whose  territories  the  said  united 
Company  shall  be  at  such  time  engaged  by  any  subsisting 
treaty  to  defend  or  guarantee),  either  to  declare  war  or  com- 
mence hostilities,  or  enter  into  any  treaty  for  making  war, 
against  any  of  the  country  princes  or  states  in  India,  or  any 
iaresAy  for  guaranteeing  the  possessions  of  any  country  princes 
or  states ;  and  that  in  such  case  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the 
said  Grovemor-GFeneral  and  council  to  declare  war,  or  commence 
hostilities,  or  enter  into  treaty  for  making  war,  against  other 
prince  or  state  than  sudb  as  shall  be  actually  committing  hos- 
tilities or  making  preparations  as  aforesaid,  or  to  make  such 
trealy  for  guaranteeing  the  possessions  of  any  prince  or  state, 
but  upon  the  consideration  of  Buxki  prince  or  state  actually 
engagmg  to  assist  the  Company  against  such  hostilities  com- 
ment or  preparations  made  as  aforesaid  ;  and  in  all  cases 
where  such  hostilities  shall  be  commenced  or  treaty  made, 
tiie  sidd  Gk>¥emor-Gi-eneral  and  council  shall,  by  the  most  ex- 
peditious means  they  can  devise,  communicate  the  same 
unto  tiie  said  court  of  directors,  together  with  a  full  state  of 
the  information  and  intelligence  uppn  which  they  shall  have 
eommenoed  such  hostilities  or  made  such  treaties,  and  their 
motives  and  reasons  for  the  same  at  large." 

It  is  the  first  act  of  the  kind  that  ever  was  made  in  this 
kingdom,  the  first  statute,  I  believe,  that  ever  was  made  by 
the  legislature  of  any  nation  upon  the  subject,  and  it  was 
made  solely  upon  the  resolutions  to  which  we  had  come 
against  the  violent,  intemperate,  unjust,  and  perfidious  acts 
of  this  man  at  your  lordships'  bar,  and  which  acts  are  now 
produced  before  your  lordships  as  merits. 

To  show  fiirther  to  your  lordships  how  necessary  this 
«et  was,  here  is  a  part  of  his  own  correspondence,  the  last 
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tMng  I  shall  beg  to  read  to  your  lordships,  and  upon  which 
I  shall  make  no  other  comment,  than  that  you  wilL  learn 
from  it  how  well  British  faith  was  kept  by  this  man  ;  and 
that  it  was  the  violation  of  British  faith  which  prevented 
our  having  the  most  advantageous  peace,  and  brought  on  all 
the  calamities  of  war. 

It  is  part  of  a  letter  from  the  minister  of  the  Bajah  of  Be* 
rar,  a  man  called  Beneram  Pundit,  with  whom  Mr.  Hastings 
was  at  the  time  treating  for  a  peace  ;  and  he  tells  him  why 
he  might  have  had  peace  at  that  time,  and  why  he  had  it 
not  ;  and  that  the  cause  of  it  was  his  own  ridiculous  and 
even  buffoonish  perfidiousness,  which  exposed  him  to  the 
ridicule  of  aU  the  princes  of  India,  and  with  him  the  whole 
British  nation. 

"  But  afterwards  reflecting  that  it  was  not  advisable  for 
me  to  be  in  such  haste,  before  I  had  understood  all  the  con- 
tents of  the  papers ;  I  opened  them  in  the  presence  of  the 
Maha  Eajah,  when  all  the  Kharetas  letter,  copies,  and  treaties, 
were  perused  with  the  greatest  attention  and  care.  First, 
they  convinced  us  of  your  ^eat  truth  and  sincerity-,  and  that 
you  never,  from  the  beginning  to  this  time,  were  mclined  to 
the  present  disputes  and  hostilities ;  and  next,  that  you  have 
not  included  in  the  articles  of  the  treaty  any  of  your  wishes 
or  inclinations,  and,  in  short,  the  garden  of  the  treaty  ap- 
peared to  us  in  all  its  parts  green  and  flourishing.  But 
though  the  fruits  of  it  were  excellent,  yet  they  appear  different 
from  those  of  Colonel  Upton's  treaty  (the  particulars  of 
which  I  have  frequently  written  to  you),  and,  upon  tasting 
them,  prove  to  be  bitter  and  very  different,  when  compared  to 
the  former  articles.  How  can  any  of  the  old  and  established 
obligations  be  omitted,  and  new  matters  agreed  to,  which  it  is 
plain  that  they  will  produce  and  damage  ?  Some  points  which 
you  have  mentioned,  under  the  plea  of  the  faith  and  observ- 
ance of  treaties,  are  of  such  a  nature  that  the  Foonah  min- 
isters can  never  assent  to  them ;  in  all  engagements  and  im- 
portant transactions,  in  which  the  words  hut,  and  although, 
and  besides,  and  whereas,  and  why,  and  other  such  words  of 
doubt  are  introduced,  it  gives  an  opening  to  disputes  and 
misunderstandings.  A  treaty  is  meant  for  the  entire  removal 
of  all  differences,  not  for  the  increase  of  them.     My  depait- 
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lire  for  Poonah  has  therefore  been  delayed."  My  lords,  ca»- 
sider  to  what  ironies  and  insults  this  nation  was  exposed,  and 
how  necessary  it  was  for  us  to  originate  that  bill,  which  your 
lordships  passed  into  an  act  of  parliament,  with  his  Majesty's 
assent ;  the  words  but,  although,  besides,  whereas,  and  lohif, 
and  such  like,  are  introduced  to  give  an  opening,  and  so  on. 
Then  he  desires  him  to  send  another  treaty,  fit  for  him  to 
sign. 

"  I  have  therefore  kept  the  treaty  with  the  greatest  care 
and  caution  in  my  possession,  and  nave  taken  a  copy  of  it ; 
I  have  added  to  each  article  another,  which  appeared  to  me 
proper  and  advisable  ;  and  without  any  loss  or  disadvantage 
to  the  English,  or  anything  more  in  favour  of  the  Pun£t 
Furdhaun  than  was  contained  in  the  former  treaties.  This  I 
have  sent  to  you,  and  hope  that  you  will  prepare  and  send  a 
treaty  conformable  to  that,  without  any  besides,  or  if,  or  why, 
or  but,  and  whereas,  that  as  soon  as  it  arrives  I  may  depaSrt 
for  Poonah,  and  having  united  with  me  Bow  Mahadajee 
Scindia,  and  having  brought  over  the  Nabob,  Nizam  ul  Dow* 
lah,  to  this  business,  I  may  settle  and  adjust  all  matters  whidi 
are  in  this  bad  situation.  As  soon  as  I  have  received  my 
dismission  from  thence,  I  would  set  off  for  Calcutta,  and  re- 
present to  you  everything,  which  for  a  long  while  I  have  had 
in  my  mind,  and  by  this  transaction  erect  to  the  view  of  all 
the  world  the  standard  of  the  greatness  and  goodness  of  the 
English,  and  of  my  masters,  and  extinguish  the  flames  of 
war  with  the  waters  of  friendship.  The  compassing  all 
those  advantages  and  happy  prospects  depends  entirely  upon 
your  will  and  consent ;  and  the  power  of  bringing  them  to 
an  issue  is  in  your  hands  alone." 

My  lords,  you  may  here  see  the  necessity  there  was  for 
passing  the  act  of  parliament  which  I  have  just  read  to  you, 
in  order  to  prevent  in  future  the  recurrence  of  that  want  of 
fiiith  of  which  Mr.  Hastings  had  been  so  notoriously  guilty, 
and  by  which  he  had  not  only  united  all  India  against  us, 
and  had  hindered  us  from  making,  for  a  long  time,  any  peace 
at  all,  but  had  exposed  the  British  character  to  the  irony, 
scorn,  derision,  and  insult  of  the  whole  people  of  that  vast 
continent. 
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My  lords,  in  the  progress  of  this  impeachment,  you  have 
heard  our  charges  ;  you  have  heard  toe  prisoner's  plea  of 
merits  ;  you  have  heard  our  ohsenraticms  go.  them.     In  the 
progress  of  this  impeachment,  you  have  seen  the  condition 
in  which  Mr.  Hastings  received  Benares  ;  you  have  seen  the 
condition  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  received  the  country  of  the 
Bohillas  ;  you  have  seen  the  condition  in  which  he  received 
the  country  of  Oude  ;  you  have  seen  the  condition  in  which 
he  received  the  provinces  of  Bengal ;  you  have  seen  the 
condition  of  the  country  when  the  native  government  was 
succeeded  by  that  of  Mr.  Hastings ;  you  have  seen  the  hap- 
piness and  prosperity  of  all  its  inhabitants,  from  those  oi  the 
highest  to  those  of  the  lowest  rank.    My  lords,  you  hare 
seen  the  very  reverse  of  all  this  under  the  government  of 
Mr.  Hastings ;  the  country  itself  all  its  beauty  and  glory 
ending  in  a  jtmgle  for  wild  beasts.    You  have  seen  flourish* 
ing  families  reduced  to  implore  that  pity  which  the  poorest 
man  and  the  meanest  situation  might  very  well  call  for.     You 
have  seen  whole  nations  in  tl^  mass  reduced  to  a  condition 
of  the  same  distress.     These  things  in  his  government  at 
home :  abroad,  scorn,  contempt,  imd  derision  cast  upon  and 
covering  the  British  name ;  war  stirred  up,  and  dishonourable 
tr^ties  of  peace  made,  by  the  total  prostitution  of  British 
faith.     Now  take,  my  lords,  together  all  the  multiplied  de- 
linquencies which  we  have  proved,  from  the  highest  degree 
of  tyranny  to  the  lowest  degree  of  shfuping  and  cheating, 
and  then  judge,  my  lords,  whether  the  House  <^  Oornmons 
could  rest  for  one  moment,  without  bringing  these  matters, 
which  have  baffled  all  legislation  at  various  times,  before  you, 
to  try  at  last  what  ju^ment  will  do.     Judgment  is  what 
gives  force,  effect,  and  vigour  to  laws ;  laws  without  judg- 
ment are  contemptible  and  ridiculous  ;  we  had  better  have 
no  laws,  than  laws  not  enforced  by  judgments  and  suitable 
penalties  upon  delinquents.     Bevdrt,  my  lords,  to  all  the  sen- 
tences which  have  heretofore  been  passed  by  this  high  court. 
Look  at  the  sentence  passed  upon  Jjord  Bacon ;  look  at  the 
sentence  passed  upon  Lord  Macclesfield ;  and  then  compare 
the  sentences  which  your  ancestors  have  given  with  the  de- 
linquencies which  were  then  before  them,  and  you  have  the 
measure  to  be  taken  in  your  sentence  upon  the  delinqu^it 
now  before  you.     Your  sentence,  I  say,  will  be  measured 
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aecording  to  that  rule  which  ought  to  direct  the  judgment  of 
all  courts  in  like  cases,  lessening  it  for  a  lesser  offence,  and 
aggravating  it  for  a  greater,  until  the  measure  of  justice  is 
completely  full. 

mj  lords,  I  have  done  ;  the  part  of  the  Commons  is  con*' 
eluded.  With  a  trembling  solicitude  we  consign  this  product 
of  our  long,  long  labours  to  your  charge.  Take  it ! — take  it  I 
It  is  a  sacred  trust.  Never  before  was  a  cause  of  such  mag- 
nitude submitted  to  any  human  tribunal. 

My  lordsy  at  this  awful  close,  in  the  name  of  the  Com- 
mons, and  surrounded  by  them,  I  attest  the  retiring,  I  attest 
the  advancing  generations,  between  which,  as  a  link  in  the 
great  chain  of  ^mal  order,  we  stand.-— We  call  this  nation, 
we  call  the  world  to  witness,  that  the  Commons  have  shrunk 
from  no  labour ;  that  we  have  been  guilty  of  no  prevarication ; 
that  we  have  made  no  compromise  with  crime  ;  that  we  have 
not  feared  any  odium  whatsoever,  in  the  long  warfare  which 
we  have  carried  on  with  the  crimes — with  the  vices — with 
the  exorbitant  wealth — ^with  the  enormous  and  overpowering 
influence  of  Eastern  corruption.  This  war,  my  lords,  we 
have  waged  for  twenty-two  years,  and  the  conflict  has  been 
fought  at  your  lordslups'  bar  for  the  last  seven  years.  My 
loroB,  twenty-two  years  is  a  great  space  in  the  scale  of  the 
life  of  man  ;  it  is  no  inconsiderable  space  in  the  history  of  a 
great  nation.  A  business  which  has  so  long  occupied  the 
councils  and  the  tribunals  of  Great  Britain,  cannot  possibly 
be  huddled  over  in  the  course  of  vulgar,  trite,  and  transitory 
events.  Nothing  but  some  of  those  great  revolutions  that 
break  the  traditionary  chain  of  human  memory,  and  alter  the 
very  foce  of  nature  itself,  can  possibly  obscure  it.  My  lords, 
we  are  all  elevated  to  a  degree  of  importance  by  it ;  the 
meanest  of  us  will,  by  means  of  it,  more  or  less  become  the 
c<Hicem  of  posterity,  if  we  are  yet  to  hope  for  such  a  thing 
in  the  present  state  of  the  world  as  a  recording,  retrospect- 
ive, civilized  posterity;  but  this  is  in  the  ^inds  of  the 
great  Disposer  of  events  ;  it  is  not  ours  to  settle  how  it 
shall  be.  My  lords,  your  House  yet  stands ;  it  stands  as 
a  great  edifice  ;  but  let  me  say,  that  it  stands  in  the  midst 
of  ruins  ;  in  the  midst  of  the  rujns  that  have  been  made  by 
the  greatest  moral  earthquake  that  ever  convulsed  and  shat- 
tered this  globe  of  ouku    My  lords,  it  has  pleased-  Providence 
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to  place  us  in  such  a  state,  that  we  appear  evecy  moment  to 
be  upon  tbe  verge  of  some  great  mutations.  (  There  is  one 
thing,  and  one  thing  Only,  which  defies  all  mutation  ;  that 
which  existed  before  the  world,  and  will  survive  the  fabric 
of  the  world  itself ;  I  mean  justice  ;  that  justice,  which,  em- 
anating fipom  the  Divinity,  has  a  place  in  the  breast  of  every 
one  of  us,  given  us  for  our  guide  with  regard  to  ourselves 
and  with  regard  to  others,  and  which  will  stand  after  this 
globe  is  burned  to  ashes,  our  advocate  or  our  accuser  before 
th^  great  Judge,  when  He  comes  to  call  upon  us  for  the  tenor 
of  a  weU-spent  life^ 

My  lords,  the  Commons  wiU  share  in  every  fate  with  your 
lordships  ;  there  is  nothing  sinister  which  can  happen  to  you, 
in  which  we  shall  not  be  involved ;  and  if  it  should  so  hap- 
pen that  we  shall  be  subjected  to  some  of  those  frightful 
changes  which  we  have  seen — ^if  it  should  happen  that  your 
lordships,  stripped  of  aU  the  decorous  distinctions  of  human 
society,  should,  by  hands  at  once  base  and  cruel,  be  led  to 
those  scaffolds  and  machines  of  murder,  upon  which  great 
kings  and  glorious  queens  have  shed  their  blood,  amidst  the 
prelates,  amidst  the  nobles,  amidst  the  magistrates  who  sup- 
ported their  thrones,  may  you  in  those  moments  feel  that 
consolation  which  I  am  persuaded  they  felt  in  the  critical 
moments  of  their  dreadful  agony  1 

My  lords,  there  is  a  consolation,  and  a  great  consolation  it 
is,  wnich  often  happens  to  oppressed  virtue  and  fallen  digni- 
ty ;  it  often  happens  that  the  very  oppressors  and  persecutors 
themselves  are  forced  to  bear  testimony  in  its  favour.  I  do 
not  like  to  go  for  instances  a  great  way  back  into  antiquity. 
I  know  very  weU  that  length  of  time  operates  so  as  to  give 
an  air  of  the  fabulous  to  remote  events,  which  lessens  the 
interest  and  weakens  the  application  of  examples.  I  wish 
to  come  nearer  to  the  present  time.  Your  lordships  know 
and  have  heard,  for  which  of  us  has  not  known  and  heard,  of 
the  parliament  of  Paris  ?  The  parliament  of  Paris  had  an 
origin  very,  very  similar  to  that  of  the  great  court  before 
which  I  stand  ;  the  parliament  of  Paris  continued  to  have  a 
great  resemblance  to  it  in  its  constitution,  even  to  its  fall ;  the 
parliament  of  Paris,  my  lords,  was  ;  it  is  gone !  It  has  passed 
away  ;  it  has  vanished  like  a  dream !  It  fell,  pierced  by  the 
sword  of  the  Compte  de  Mirabeau.     And  yet  I  will  say,  that 
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that  man,  at  the  time  of  his  inflicting  the  death  wound  of 
that  parliament,  produced  at  once  the  shortest  and  the  grand- 
est funeral  oration  that  ever  was  or  could  be  made  upon  the 
departure  of  a  great  court  of  magistracy.  Though  he  had 
himself  smarted  under  its  lash,  as  every  one  knows  who 
knows  his  history  (and  he  was  elevated  to  dreadful  notoriety 
in  history),  yet  when  he  pronounced  the  death  sentence  upon 
that  parliament,  and  inflicted  the  mortal  wound,  he  declared 
that  his  motives  for  doing  it  were  merely  political,  and  that 
their  hands  were  as  pure  as  those  of  justice  itself,  which 
they  administered — a  great  and  glorious  exit,  my  lords,  of  ^a 
great  and  glorious  body!  And  never  was  a  eulogy  pro- 
nounced upon  a  body  more  deserved.  They  were  persons 
in  nobility  of  rank,  in  amplitude  of  fortune,  in  weight  of 
authority,  in  depth  of  learning,  inferior  to  few  o^^  those  that 
hear  me.  My  lords,  it  was  but  the  other  day  that  they  sub- 
mitted their  necks  to  the  axe ;  but  their  honour  was  unwoimd- 
ed.  Their  enemies,  the  persons  who  sentenced  them  to 
death,  were  lawyers,  full  of  subtlety;  they  were  enemies, 
full  of  malice ;  yet  lawyers  full  of  subtlety,  and  enemies  full 
of  malice,  as  they  were,  they  did  not  dare  to  reproach  them 
with  having  supported  the  wealthy,  the  great,  and  powerful, 
and  of  having  oppressed  the  weak  and  feeble,  in  any  of  their 
judgments,  or  oi  having  perverted  justice  in  any  one  instance 
whatever,  through  favour,  through  interest,  or  cabal. 

My  lords,  if  you  must  fall,  may  you  so  fall !  But  if  you 
stand,  and  stand  I  trust  you  will,  together  with  the  fortune 
of  this  ancient  monarchy — together  with  the  ancient  laws 
and  liberties  of  this  great  and  3lustrious  kingdom,  may  you 
stand  as  unimpeachea  in  honour  as  in  power ;  may  you  stand 
not  as  a  substitute  for  virtue,  but  as  an  ornament  of  virtue, 
as  a  security  for  virtue ;  may  you  stand  long,  and  long  stand 
the  terror  of  tyrants ;  may  you  stand  the  refuge  of  afflicted 
nations  ;  may  you  stand  a  sacred  temple,  for  the  perpetual 
residence  of  an  inviolable  justice. 
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TO   THE  BIGHT   HON.  WILLIAM   GDBAED   HAMILTOK. 

Deab  Sie,  March,  1763. 

I  am  now  on  the  point  of  acquiring,  through  your 
friendship,  an  establishment,^  which  I  am  sensible  is  as  mueh 
above  my  merits  as,  in  any  other  channel,  it  may  be  above  my 
reasonable  expectations.  I  should  think  myself  inexcusable 
in  receiving  this  pension,  and  loading  your  interest  with  ao 
heavy  a  charge,  without  apprizing  you  of  those  conditions  cm 
which,  alone,  I  am  able  to  take  it ;  because,  when  I  have 
taken  it,  I  ought  no  longer  to  consider  myself  as  possessed 
of  my  former  freedom  and  independence. 

I  have  often  wished  to  explain  myself  fully  to  you  on  this 
point.  It  is  against  my  general  notions  to  trust  to  writing, 
where  it  is  in  one's  power  to  ccmfer  otherwise.  But  neither 
do  you  hear,  nor  do  I  speak,  on  this  subject,  with  the  same 
ease  with  which  we  converse  oH  others.  This  is  but  natural; 
and  I  have  therefore  chosen  this  method,  as  less  liable  to 
misunderstanding  and  dispute ;  and  hope  you  will  be  so  in- 
dulgent, as  to  hear  me  with  coolness  and  attention. 

You  may  recollect,  when  you  did  me  the  honour  to  take 
me  as  a  companion  in  your  studies,  you  found  me  with  the 
little  work  We  spoke  of  last  Tuesday,  as  a  sort  of  rent*eharge 
(m  my  thoughts,  I  informed  you  ot  this,  and  you  acquieaowl 
in  it.  You  are  now  so  generous,  (and  it  is  but  strict  justice 
to  allow  that  upon  all  occasions  you  have  been  so,)  to  offer 
to  free  me  from  this  burthen.     But,  in  fact,  though  I  am 

'  Alluding  to  a  pension  of  £300  per  annum,  granted  this  year  by 
Lord  Halifax,  then  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland,  upon  the  application  of 
his  Excellency's  secretary  ** single  speech**  Hamilton.  See  an  ac- 
count of  this  affair  in  Prior's  Life  of  Burke,  p.  74,  &c. 
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extremely  desirous  of  dt&femn^  the  accomplisbment,  I  have 
no  notion  of  entirely  suppressing  that  work ;  and  this  upon 
two  principles,  not  solely  confined  to  that  work,  but  which 
extend  much  further,  and  indeed  to  the  plan  of  my  whole 
life. 

Whatever  advantages  I  have  acquired,   and  even  that 
adyantage  which  I  must  reckon  as  the  greatest  and  most 
ideasing  of  them,  have  been  owing  to  some  small  degree  of 
literary  reputation.   It  will  be  hard  to  persuade  me  th|it  any 
further  services  which  your  kindness  may  propose  for  me,  or 
any  in  which  my  friends  may  wish  to  cooperate  with  you, 
will  not  be  greatly  flEuaHtated  by  doing  something  to  culti- 
yate  and  keep  alive  the  same  reputation.  I  am  fully  sensible, 
that  this  reputation  may  be  at  least  as  much  hazarded,  as  for- 
warded, by  new  publications.  But  because  a  certain  oblivion 
is  the  consequence,  to  writers  of  my  inferior  class,  of  an 
entire  neglect  of  publication,  I  consider  it  such  a  risk  as 
sometimes  must  be  run.    "For  this  purpose,  some  short  time, 
at  convenient  intervals,  and  especially  at  the  dead  time  of 
the   year,  will  be  requisite  to  study  and  consult   proper 
books.  These  times,  as  you  very  well  know,  cannot  be  easily 
defined  *,  nor  indeed  is  it  necessary  they  should.  l%e  matter 
may  be  very  easily  settled  by  a  good  understanding  between 
ourselves;  and  by  a  discreet  liberty,  which  I  think  you  would 
not  wish  to  restnun,  nor  I  to  abuse.    I  am  not  so  unreason- 
able, nor  absurd  enough,  to  think  I  have  any  title  to  so  con- 
siderable a  share  in  your  interest  as  I  have  had,  and  hope 
still  to  have,  without  any  or  but  an  insignificant  return  on 
my  side ;  especially  as  I  am  conscious  that  my  best  and  most 
continued  endeavours  are  of  no  very  great  value.    I  know 
that  your  business  ought,  on  all  occasions,  to  have  the  pre- 
ference; to  be  the  first  and  the  last,  and,  indeed,  in  all 
respects,  the  main  concern.  All  I  contend  for  is,  that  I  may 
not  be  considered  as  absolutely   excluded   &om  all  other 
thoughts,  in  their  proper  time  and  due    subordination; 
the  fixing  the  times  for  them,  to  be  left  entirely  to  yourself. 
I  do  not  remember  that,  hitherto,  any  pursuit  has  been 
stopped,  or  any  plan  leffc  defective,  through  my  inattention, 
or  through  my  attention  to  other  matters ;  and  I  protest  to 
Qody  I  have  applied  to  whatever  you  have  thought  proper  to 
set  me,  vdth  a  vigour  and  alacrity,  and  even  an  eagerness,  that 
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I  never  felt  in  any  affiur  of  my  own  whatsoever.  If  you 
have  not  ohserved  this,  you  have  not,  I  think,  observed  with 
your  usual  sagacity.  But  if  you  have  observed  it,  and 
attributed  it  to  an  mterested  design,  which  will  cease  when 
its  end  is  in  any  degree  answered,  my  mind  bears  me  witness 
that  you  do  not  do  me  justice.  I  act  almost  always  from  my 
present  impulse,  and  with  little  scheme  or  design;  and 
perhaps,  generally,  with  too  little.  K  you  think  what  I 
nave  proposed  imreasonable,  my  request  is  that  you  will, 
which  you  may  very  easily  do,  get  my  Lord  Halifax  to  post- 
pone the  pension,  and  afterwards  to  drop  it.  "We  shall  go  on 
as  before,  until  some  other  more  satisfactory  matter  occurs. 
Por  I  should  ill  brook  an  accusation,  either  direct  or  implied, 
that  I  had  through  your  friendship  acquired  a  considerable 
establishment,  and  afterwards  neglected  to  make  any  fair 
return  in  my  power.  The  thought  of  this  has  given  me 
great  pain;  and  I  would  not  be  easy  without  coming  to  some 
explanation  upon  it.  In  the  light  I  consider  things,  it  can 
create  no  great  difficulty;  but  it  may  possiblj,  to  you,  appear 
otherwise.  Let  this  be  how  it  wil^  I  can  never  forget  the 
obligations — ^the  very  many  and  great  obligations — which  I 
have  already  had  to  you ;  and  which,  in  any  situation,  wiU 
always  give  you  a  right  to  call  on  me  for  anything  within  my 
compass.  If  I  do  not  often  acknowledge  my  sense  of  them, 
it  is  because  I  know  you  are  not  very  fond  of  professions, 
nor  am  I  very  clever  at  making  them.  You  will  take  in 
good  part  this  liberty ;  which,  sincerely,  is  not  made  for  the 
purpose  of  exercising  my  pen  impertmently.  Two  words 
irom  you  would  settle  the  point,  one  way  or  another. 
I  am,  with  the  utmost  truth,  ever  yours, 

Edm.  Bitbke. 


to  the  eight  hon.  william  gebabd  hamilton. 
Deab  Sib, 

Your  letter,  which  I  received  about  foUr  o'clock 
yesterday,  seemed  not  to  have  been  written  with  mi  intention 
of  being  answered.  However,  on  considering  the  matter 
this  morning,  I  thought  it  respectful  to  you,  and,  in  a  man* 
ner,  necessary  to  myself,  to  say  something  to  those  heavy 
charges  which  you  have  made  against  me  in  our  last  con- 
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yersations ;  and  which,  with  a  polite  acrimonj  in  the  ex- 
pression, you  have  thought  proper  to  repeat  in  yoi^r  letter. 

I  should,  indeed,  be  extaremely  unhappy,  if  I  felt  any 
consciousness  at  all  of  that  unkindness,  or  which  you  have 
so  lively  a  sense.  In  the  six  years  during  which  I  have  had 
the  honour  of  being  connected  with  you,  I  do  not  know 
tiiat  I  have  given  you  one  just  occasion  of  complaint ;  and  if 
all  things  have  not  succeeded  every  way  to  your  wishes,  I 
may  appeal  to  your  own  equity  and  candour,  whether  the 
fiEulure  was  owing  to  anything  wrong  in  my  advice,  or  in- 
attention in  my  conduct ;  I  can  honestly  amrm,  and  your 
heart  will  not  contradict  me,  that  in  all  cases  I  preferred 
your  interest  to  my  own.  I  made  you,  and  not  myself,  the 
first  object  in  every  deliberation.  I  studied  your  advance- 
ment, your  fortune,  and  your  reputation  in  everything,  with 
zeal  and  earnestness ;  and  sometimes  with  an  anxiety,  which 
has  made  many  of  my  hours  miserable.  Nobody  could  be 
more  ready  than  I  was  to  acknowledge  the  obligations  I  had 
to  you ;  and  if  I  thought,  as  in  some  instances  I  did,  and  do 
still  think,  I  had  cause  of  dissatisfaction,  I  never  expressed 
it  to  others,  or  made  yourself  uneasy  about  them.  I  acted, 
in  every  respect,  with  a  fidelity  which,  I  trust,  cannot  be 
impeached.  If  there  be  any  part  of  my  conduct  in  life, 
upon  which  I  can  look  with  entire  satisfaction,  it  is  my 
behaviour  with  regard  to  you. 

So  fjEkr  as  to  the  past :  with  regard  to  the  present,  what  is 
that  imkindness  imd  misbehaviour  of  which  you  complain  ? 
My  heart  is  fuU  of  friendship  to  you ;  and  is  there  a  single 
point  which  the  best  and  most  intelligent  men  have  fixed,  as 
a  proof  of  friendship  and  gratitude,  in  which  I  have  been 
deficient,  or  in  which  I  threaten  a  failure?  "What  you  blame 
is  only  this,  that  I  will  not  consent  to  bind  myself  to  you, 
for  no  less  a  term  than  my  whole  life,  in  a  sort  of  domestic 
situation,  for  a  consideration  to  be  taken  out  of  your  private 
fortune ;  that  is,  to  circumscribe  my  hopes,  to  give  up  eve^ 
the  possibility  of  liberty,  and  absolutely  to  annihilate  my- 
self for  ever.  I  beseech  you,  is  the  demand,  or  the  refusal, 
the  act  of  unkindness  ?  If  ever  such  a  test  of  friendship 
was  proposed,  in  any  instance,  to  any  man  living,  I  admit 
that  my  conduct  has  been  unkind ;  and,  if  you  please,  un- 
grateful. 
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If  I  had  accepted  your  kind  aSem,  and  afberwarda  T^bfled 
to  abide  bj  the  condition  you  annex  to  them,  you  ihen 
would  have  had  a  good  right  to  tax  me  with  unkiikhiess. 
But  what  have  I  done,  at  the  end  of  a  very  long,  however  I 
confess  unprofitable,  service,  but- to  prefer  my  own  liberty  to 
the  offers  of  advantage  you  are  pleased  to  make  me ;  ana,  at 
the  same  time,  to  tender  you  the  continuance  of  those 
services  (upon  which  partiality  alone  induces  you  to  set  any 
value)  in  the  most  disinterested  manner,  as  far  as  I  can  do 
it,  consistent  with  that  freedom  to  which,  for  a  long  time,  I 
have  determined  to  sacrifice  every  consideration,  and  winch 
I  never  gave  you  ihe  slightest  assurance  that  I  had  aiay 
intention  to  surrender ;  whatever  my  private  resolves  may 
have  been  in  case  an  event  had  happened,  which  (so  &r  as 
concerns  myself)  I  rejoice  never  to  have  taken  place  ?  You 
are  kind  enough  to  say,  that  you  looked  upon  my  friendship 
as  valuable ;  but  hint  that  it  has  not  been  lasting.  I  really 
do  not  know  when,  and  by  what  act,  I  broke  it  off.  I  should 
be  wicked  and  mad  to  do  it ;  unless  you  call  that  a  lastii^ 
friendship,  which  aU.  mankind  would  call  a  settled  servitude, 
and  whicQ  no  ingenuity  can  distinguish  from  it.  Once  more, 
put  yourself  in  my  situation,  and  judge  fOT  me.  If  I  have 
spoken  too  strongly,  you  will  be  so  good  to  pardon  a  man  on 
his  defence,  in  one  of  the  nicest  que^ons  to  a  mind  that  has 
any  feeling.  I  meant  to  speak  fully,  not  to  offend.  I  am 
not  used  to  defend  my  conduct ;  nor  do  I  intend,  for  the 
future,  to  fall  into  so  bad  a  habit.  I  have  been  warmed  to 
it  by  the  imputation  you  threw  on  me ;  as  if  I  deserted  you 
on  account  solely  of  your  want  of  success.  On  this,  bow- 
ever,  I  shall  say  nothing,  because  perhaps  I  should  grow  still 
wanner ;  and  1  would  not  drop  one  loose  word  which  mifi;ht 
mark  the  least  disrespect,  and  hurt  a  friendi^ip  which  has 
been,  and  I  flatter  myself  will  be,  a  satisfiiction  and  an 
honour  to  me.  I  beseech  you  that  you  will  judge  of  me  with 
a  little  impartiality  and  temper.  I  hope  I  hiave  said  nothing 
in  our  last  interview  which  could  urge  you  to  the  passion 
you  speak  of.  If  anything  fell  which  vras  strong  in  the  ex- 
pression, I  believe  it  was  from  you,  and  not  from  me,  and  it 
IS  right  that  I  should  bear  more  than  I  then  heard.  I  said 
nothing,  but  what  I  took  the  liberty  of  mentioning  to  you  a 
year  ago,  in  Dublin :  I  gave  you  no  reason  to  think  I  had 
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made  any  diange  in  mj  resolution.  We,  notwithstanding, 
have  ever  since,  until  within  these  lew  days,  proceeded  as 
usual.  Permit  me  to  do  so  again.  No  man  living  can  have 
a  higher  veneration  than  I  have  for  your  abilities,  or  can 
set  a  higher  value  on  your  friendship,  as  a  great  private 
satisfaction,  and  a  very  hcmourable  distinction.  I  am  much 
obliged  to  you  for  the  favour  you  intend  me,  in  sending  to 
«ae  in  three  or  four  days  (if  you  do  not  send  sooner),  when 
you  have  had  time  to  consider  this  matter  coolly.  I  will 
again  <sall  at  your  door,  and  hope  to  be  admitted ;  I  beg  it, 
and  entreat  it.  At  the  same  time  do  justice  to  the  single 
tiDotive  whidi  I  have  for  desiring  this  favour,  and  desiring  it 
im  this  manner.  I  have  not  Yn*ote  all  this  tiresome  matter 
in  hopes  of  bringing  on  an  altercation  in  writing,  which  you 
were  so  good  to  me  as  to  decline  personally;  and  which,  in 
either  way,  I  am  most  solicitous  to  shun.  What  I  say  is,  on 
Teviewing  it,  little  more  than  I  have  laid  before  you  in 
^another  manner.  It  certainly  requires  no  answer.  I  ask 
pardon  for  my  prolixity,  which  my  anxiety  to  stand  well  in 
your  opinion  has  caused. 

I  am,  with  great  truth, 
Tour  most  affectionate  and  most  obliged 
humble  Servant, 

Edm.  Bttbke. 


TO   THE  MAEQXTI8  OP  EOOKIlfaHAM. 

Mx  DDAE  LoED,  Gregories,  September  (12th),  1769. 
Our  meeting  was  held  yesterday;  the  ostensible  parti- 
culars of  which  Lord  Tempi©  took  care  to  transmit  immedi- 
ately to  the  newspaper.  I  shall  not,  therefore,  trouble  your 
lor^hip  with  them  here.  Very  little  pains  were  taken  to  form 
a  striking  appearance  on  the  day;  however,  it  proved  beyond 
expectation*  Aubrey*  was  the  only  person  who  seemed  to 
have  acted  rightly ;  he  came  into  the  town  on  horseback  at 
the  head  of  sixty-five  freeholders.  However,  when  we  got 
into  1^  town-haul,  it  was  quite  full;  there  were  not  fewer, 
I  imagine,  than  four  hundred,  many  of  them  substantial  peo- 
ple, who  came  forward  to  the  work  with  a  good  countenance, 

>  Subsequently  Sir  John  Aubrey,  M.  P. 
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and  an  alacrity  equal  to  that  of  the  third  regiment  of  guards.^ 
Everything  had  been  done  to  traverse  us ;  the  terrors  of  the 
House  of  Commons  were  held  over  many,  and  the  word  was, 
"  The  king  will  despise  your  petitions,  and  then  what  will 
you  do  ?  Will  you  go  into  rebellion  ?  "  &c.  &c.  The  Tories 
in  general  stayed  away.  O'Brien,  in  his  speech,  let  fly  at 
the  Earl  of  Bute,  and  was  rather  for  giving  a  more  Whiggish 
complexion  to  the  meeting,  than  would  be  quite  prudent  in 
a  county  where  the  others  were  so  strong,  and  in  which  some 
of  them  voted  with  us,  though  they  did  not  choose  to  appear 
on  this  occasion.  But  on  the  whole  he  did  very  well.  No 
Grenville,  except  George's  eldest  son,^  a  very  sensible  boy, 
and  as  well  disposed  to  a  little  faction  as  any  of  his  family. 
We  were  told  we  should  have  had  Harry  Grenville,  but 
Lord  Temple  found  out  that  he  was  no  freeholder  in  the 
county.  His  lordship,  after  dinner,  made  an  apology  for 
George's  absence,  declaring,  that  he  highly  approved  the 
principles  of  the  meeting,  but  thought  he  should  be  able  to 
defend  it  with  the  greater  weight  if  he  were  not  present  at  it. 
This  was  awkward,  and  awkwardly  delivered.  At  the  dinner 
it  was  thought  necessary  that  the  gentlemen  should  not  dine 
all  together ;  accordingly.  Lord  Temple  stayed  at  one  house, 
and  Lord  Vemey  and  some  more  of  us  went  to  the  other. 
Li  order  to  preserve  a  harmony  in  our  toasts,  they  sent  them 
to  us  from  the  house  we  had  left,  where  they  had  been  de- 
vised. An  attempt  was  made  to  insinuate  a  great  deal  of 
Grenvilleism  into  the  meeting.  However,  something  was 
done  a  little  to  balance  it ;  and  a  toast  that  had  been  sent 
down  in  an  improper  mode,  about  Yorkshire,  was  dressed  by 
Aubrey  and  O'Brien  in  somewhat  a  better  manner.  What 
think  you  of  the  three  united  brothers  ?  ^  The  freeholders 
dined,  as  we  did  all,  at  a  market-ordinary,  for  which  we  paid 
our  shillings.  Afterwards,  wine  was  given  at  the  expense  of 
Lord  Y.  and  Lord  T .  The  first  part  was  necessary,  be- 
cause the  freeholders  had  been  informed  that  there  was  to 
be  no  treating;  and  they  were  to  be  induced  to  come  by  the 

*  Alluding  to  the  employment  of  the  military  in  St  George's  Fields,  in 
the  preceding  year. 

■  George,  afterwards  third  Earl  Temple. 

»  Lord  Chatham,  and  his  brothers  by  marriage,  Lord  Temple  and  Mr. 
George  Grenville. 
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moderation  of  the  expense.  The  other  was  proper  to  con- 
clude the  day  cheerfully,  and  it  had  a  very  good  effect.  I 
take  it  the  signature  "will  be  general.  Above  three  hundred 
signed  upon  the  spot.  We  have  not,  I  believe,  two  thou- 
sand in  the  county.  ««*««« 
#  «  «  •  •  . 

Believe  me,  with  the  sincerest  and  most  cordial  attach* 
ment,  my  dear  lord, 

Tour  ever  obedient  and  obliged 
humble  Servant, 

Edm.  Bueke. 


TO  AETHUE  TOTTNG,    ESQ.* 

,   Deae  Sie,  October,  1771. 

I  should  certainly,  before  this,  have  done  myself  the 
honour  of  visiting  your  farm,  and  have  endeavoured  to  profit 
by  what  I  should  see,  and  much  more  by  what  I  should  hear 
at  it,  but  that  the  hourly,  and  hitherto  constantly  disap- 

?ointed,  expectation  of  my  brother's  arrival  from  the  West 
ndies  has  detained  and  still  detains  me  at  home.  I  do  n't, 
however,  altogether  despair  of  the  pleasure  of  paying  you  my 
respects  before  the  winter  sets  in.  I  have  now  gone  mi- 
nutely through  your  last  tour,  and  the  synopsis,  with  which 
you  have  so  properly  and  judiciously  closed  it.  Some  things 
of  moment  are,  I  think,  clearly  and  decisively  ascertained ; 
but  still  a  cloud  remains  over  some  of  the  most  important 
and  interesting  questions  in  husbandry ;  and  you  are  too  far 
removed  from  the  unfairness  of  system-makers,  to  turn  our 
eyes  away  from  that  cloud  when  you  are  unable  to  dispel  it. 
It  appears  such  as  it  is ;  and  you  Jiave  not  called  in  tne  aid 
of  fancy  and  opinion  to  supply  the  want  of  real  knowledge. 
One  of  the  grand  points  in  controversy  (a  controversy,  in- 
deed, chiefly  carried  on  between  practice  and  speculation)  is 
that  of  deep-ploughmg.  In  your  last  volume  you  seem,  on 
the  whole,  rather  against  that  practice,  and  have  given  several 
reasons  for  your  judgment,  which  deserve  to  be  very  well 
considered.     In  order  to  know  how  we  ought  to  plough,  we 

'  The  distinguished  writer  on  agriculture,  and  promoter  of  rural  econo- 
my ;  appointed  secretary  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  on  its  establishment 
in  1793. 

voj-  VIII.  2  o 
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oogfat  to  know  what  end  it  is  we  propose  to  ourselves  in  tiiat 
operation.  The  first  and  instrumental  end.  is  to  divide  the 
soil ;  the  last  and  ultimate  end,  so  fiw  as  regards  the  plants, 
is  to  facilitate  the  pushing  of  the  hlade  upwards,  and  t1^ 
shooting  of  the  roots  in  all  the  inferior  directions.  There  is 
further  proposed  a  more  ready  admiswon  of  external  influx 
eaces,  the  rain,  the  sun,  and  me  air,  charged  with  all  those 
heterogeneous  contents  which  are  suspended  in  that  greait 
universiBl  menstruum,  some,  possibly  all,  of  which,  are  ne- 
cessary for  the  nourishment  of  the  plants.  By  plougliing 
deep  you  answer  these  ends  in  a  greater  mass  of  the  soiL 
This  would  seem  in  favour  of  deep-ploughing,  as  nothing  else 
than  accomplishing,  in  a  more  perfect  manner;  those  very 
ends  for  which  you  are  induced  to  plough  at  all.  But  doubte 
here  arise,  only  to  be  solved  bv  experiment.  First,  is  it 
quite  certain  that  it  is  good  for  the  e^i^  and  grain  of  ^mnace- 
ous  plants,  that  their  roots  should  s{»read  aad  descend  into 
the  ground  to  the  greatest  possible  distances  and  depths? 
Is  there  not  some  Hmit  in  this  P  We  know  that,  in  timber, 
what  makes  one  part  fiourish,  does  not  equally  conduce  to 
the  benefit  of  aU ;  and  that  which  may  be  beneficial  to  the 
wood,  does  not  equally  eontribnte  to  the  quantity  and  good* 
ness  of  the  fruit,  and  vic&  verad,  that  what  increases  the  fruit 
largely-  is  often  fer  from  serviceable  to  the  tree.  Secondly, 
is  that  looseness  to  great  depths,  supposing  it  useful  to  one 
of  the  species  of  plants,  equally  useful  to  idl  ?  Thirdly, 
though  the  external  influ^ices,  tbe  rain,  the  sun,  the  air,  act 
undoubtedly  a  part,  and  a  large  part,  in  vegetation,  does  it 
follow  that  they  are  equally  salutary  in  any  quantities,  at 
any  depths ;  or  that  though  it  may  be  useful  to  diffuse  one 
of  these  agents  as  extensively  as  may  be  in  the  earth,  thalk 
therefore  it  will  be  equally  useful  to  render  the  earth  in  tbs 
same  degree  pervious  to  all  ?'  It  is  a  dangerous  way  of  ree^ 
soning  in  physics,  as  well  as  morals,  to  conclude,  becaaiae  a 

fiven  proportion  of  anything  is  advantageous,  that  the  daisb' 
le  wUl  be  twice  as  good,  or  that  it  will  be  good  at  a& 
Keither  in  the  one  nor  the  other  is  it  ^ways  true  that  t«« 
and  two  make  four.  Fourthly,  there  are  other  pr(^)^rtiM 
in  soil,  besides  its  looseness  or  tenacity,  which  may  make  it 
dangerous  to  apply  earth  of  certain  properties  to  the  plants, 
by  deep  ploughing.     The  minerals,  m  general,  seem  unpro- 
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pitioiis  to  vegetation ;  some  clays  seem  to  be  c^  the  same 
i&oxioas  quality,  and  this,  if  true,  makes  an  exception  to 
deep-ploughing  upon  bottoms  mixed  with  such  substances, 
supposing  the  principle  of  deep-ploughing  to  be  otherwise 
generally  sound.  *Under  this  nead  comes  the  general  ob- 
jection of  farmers  against  ploughing  up  the  dead  earth,  or 
going  beyond  what  is  called  the  staj^e ;  that  is,  that  body  of 
aari[^coloured  mould,  which  seems  to  be  in  part  formed  of 
rotten  vegetables  and  animal  substances.  All  these  are 
doubts  and  questions  not  to  be  passed  over  lightly ;  espe- 
cially the  last,  because  it  comes  from  men  of  much  experi- 
eiioe,  and  i»  not  a  local  objecticm,  from  the  particular  nature 
of  a  certain  substratum,  but  supposes  an  univers^  inaptitude 
in.  all  soils,  beyond  a  certain  depth,  for  the  purposes  of  vege- 
tation. 

TO  CHABLS8   TOWSaSltm),  ESQ. 

Deae  Sir,  October  17th,  1771. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  jou  for  the  kind  part  you  have 
taken,  on  the  report  of  our  fnend  Fitzherbert's  conversation 
about  the  author  of  Junius.  You  have  done  it  in  a  manner 
that  is  just  to  me,  and  delicate  to  both  of  us*  I  am  indeed 
extremely  ready  to  believe,  that  he  has  had  no  share  in  cir- 
culating an  opinion  so  very  injurious  to  me,  as  that  I  am 
capable  of  treating  the  character  of  my  friends,  and  even  my 
own  character,  with  levity,  in  order  to  be  able  to  attack  that 
of  others  with  the  less  suspicion.  When  I  have  anything  to 
object  to  persons  in  power,  they  know  very  well  that  I  use 
no  sort  of  managements  towards  them,  except  those  which 
every  honest  man  owes  to  his  own  dignity.  If  I  thought  it 
aeeessary  to  bring  the  same  charges  against  them  into  a 
more  puolic  discussion  than  that  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
I  should  use  exactly  the  same  freedom,,  making  myself,  in 
the  same  mann^,  liable  to  all  the  consequences.  You  ob- 
serve vei^  rightly,  that  no  {air  man  can  believe  me  to  be  the 
attthor  01  Junius.  Such  a  supposition  might  tend,^  indeed^ to 
raise  the  es^mation  of  my  powers  of  writing  above  their  just 
Talue.  ^ot  one  of  my  mends  does,  upon  that  flattering 
mrineiple,  give  me  for  the  writer  ^  and  when  my  enemies  en- 
deavour to  fix  Junius  upon  me,  it  is  not  for  the  sake  of 

2  o  2 
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giving  me  credit  of  an  able  performance.  My  friends  I  have 
satisfied ; — my  enemies  shaU  never  have  any  direct  satisfac- 
tion from  me.  The  ministry,  I  am  told,  are  convinced  of  my 
having  written  Junius,  on  the  authority  of  a  miserable  book- 
seller's preface,  which  I  have  read  since  I  saw  you,  in  whidi 
there  are  not  three  lines  of  common  truth  or  sense,  and 
which  defames  me,  if  possible,  with  more  falsehood  and 
malignity,  than  the  libellers  whom  they  pay  for  that  worthy 
purpose.  This  argument  of  theirs  only  serves  to  show  how 
much  their  malice  is  superior  to  their  discernment.  For 
some  years,  and  almost  daily,  they  have  been  abusing  me  in 
the  public  papers;  and  (among  other  pretences  for  their 
scurrility)  as  being  the  author  of  the  letters  in  question.  I 
have  never  once  condescended  to  take  the  least  notice  of 
their  invectives,  or  publicly  to  deny  the  fact  upon  which 
some  of  them  were  grounded.  At  the  same  time,  to  you,  or 
to  any  of  my  friends,  I  have  been  as  ready  as  I  ought  to  be, 
in  disclaiming  in  the  most  precise  terms,  writings,  that  are 
as  superior  perhaps  to  my  talents,  as  they  are  most  certainly 
diflferent  in  many  essential  points  from  my  regards  and  my 
principles.     I  am,  with  the  greatest  truth  and  affection, 

My  dear  Sir, 
Tour  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

Edm.  Bueke. 
I  only  wait   my  brother's  arrival  to  pay  my  visit  to 
Frognall. 


TO  A  PEUSSIAN   GENTLEMAN. 

SiE,  1772. 

Permit  me  to  return  you  my  most  sincere  thanks  for 
the  honour  of  your  very  obliging  letter.  Nothing  can  be  more 
polite  than  the  offer  of  your  correspondence,  and  nothing 
more  acceptable  than  your  specimen  of  it. 

I  hope  you  will  not  look  on  the  long  delay  of  my  acknow- 
ledgments, as  a  proof  that  I  want  the  fullest  sense  of  the 
great  favour  I  have  received.  I  owed  you  the  best  con- 
sidered and  the  best  informed  judgment  I  could  make,  on 
the  question  which  you  proposed.  The  answer  might  affect 
your  property,  which  you  will  give  me  leave  to  regard  as  a 
matter  far  from  indifferent  to  me.    After  all,  I  am  obliged 
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to  own  to  you  that  the  more  I  have  inquired,  and  the 
more  I  have  reflected,  the  less  capable  I  find  myself  of 
giving  you  any  advice  on  which  I  can  venture  to  confide. 
I  have  never  had  any  concern  in  the  funds  of  the  East 
India  Company,  nor  have  taken  any  part  whatsoever  in 
its  affairs,  except  when  they  came  before  me  in  the  course 
of  parliamentary  proceedings.  Of  late  years  the  inter- 
vention of  the  claims  and  powers  of  government,  the 
magnitude  of  the  possessions  in  the  East,  which  have 
involved  the  concerns  of  the  Company  with  the  contentions 
<if  parties  at  home,  and  with  the  mass  of  the  politics  of  Asia 
ana  Europe,  together  with  many  other  particulars,  have  ren- 
ilered  all  reasonings  upon  that  stock  a  matter  of  more  intri- 
cacy and  delicacy  than  whilst  the  Company  was  restrained 
within  the  limits  of  a  moderate  commerce.  However,  one 
advantage  has  arisen  from  the  magnitude  of  this  object,  and 
the  discussions  which  have  grown  from  its  importance,  that 
almost  everything  relative  to  it  is  become  veij  public.  The 
proceedings  in  parliament  and  in  the  India  House  have 
given  as  many  lights  to  the  foreign  stockholders  as  to  the 
mhabitants  of  this  kingdom.  Many  persons  on  the  conti- 
nent, as  well  as  here,  are  more  capable  of  giving  you  good 
information  than  I  am ;  I  dare  not  risk  an  opinion.  I  am 
persuaded  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  excuse  a  caution, 
which  has  its  rise  from  my  exteeme  tenderness  towards  your 
interest. 

With  regard  to  general  politics,  you  judge  very  properly 
that  we  are  more  removed  from  them  than  you  are,  who  live 
in  the  centre  of  the  political  circle.  However,  though 
situated  in  the  circumference,  we  have  our  share  of  concern 
and  curiosity.  I  am  happy  to  receive  that  information  which  I 
have  no  right  to  expect,  and  no  ability  to  requite.  My 
situation  is  very  obsciure  and  private,  and  I  have  scarce  any- 
thing to  do,  but  with  the  minute  detail  of  our  own  internal  eco- 
nomy. To  this  I  confine  myself  entirely.  As  to  the  grand 
macnine,  I  admire  its  effects,  without  being  often  able  to 
oomprehend  its  operations,  or  to  discover  its  springef.  I  look 
on  these  events  as  historical.  The  distance  of  place,  and 
absence  from  management,  operate  as  remoteness  of  time.  I 
am  obliged  to  you  for  your  account  of  his  Prussian  Majesty's 
military  arrangements.    I  m&ke  no  doubt  that  a  prmce  so 
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wide  and  politic  will  improve  his  new  acquisitions  (for  I  am 
not  to  caU  them  conquests)  to  the  best  advantage  for  his 
power  and  greatness.  I  agree  no  less  -wdth  your  observation, 
that  it  was  extremelj  fortunate  the  three  great  allied  powers 
were  able  to  find  a  fourtii  which  was  utterly  unable  to  resist 
any  one  of  them,  and  much  less  all  united.  If  this  circum« 
stance  had  not  concurred  with  their  earnest  inclinations  to  pre- 
serve the  public  tranouillity,  they  might  have  been  obliged  to 
find  a  discharge  for  the  superfluous  strength  of  their  pletho- 
ric habits  in  the  destruction  of  the  finest  countries  in  Europe. 
One  great  branch  ofihe  alliimce  has  not  be^Ei  quite  so  fortun- 
ate. Kussia  seems  to  me  still  to  retain,  though  under  Euro- 
pean forma  and  names,  too  much  of  the  Asiatic  spirit  in  its  gor 
yemment  and  manners  to  be  long  well  poised  and  secure  witloxL 
itself;  and  without  that  advantage,  nothing  I  apprehend  can 
be  done  in  a  long  struggle.  Turkey  is  not  vrey,  at  least,  for 
those  whose  motions  are  sometimes  indeea  precipitate,  but 
seldom  alert.  The  nature  of  the  Turkifdi  frontier  prorinees, 
an  immense  foss-ditch  (if  I  may  so  call  it)  of  desert,  is  a  de^ 
fence  made  indeed,  in  a  great  measure,  at  the  expense  of 
mankind,  but  still  it  is  a  great  defence ;  and  the  applicability, 
if  not  the  extent,  of  the  Tui^sh  resources  are  much  greats 
than  those  of  their  northern  enemy.  It  is  not  now  likely 
that  my  paradoxical  wish  should  be  answered,  or  tiiat  I 
should  live  to  see  the  Turkish  barbarism  civilized  by  the 
Eussian.  I  don't  wish  well  to  the  former  power.  Any 
people  but  the  Turks,  so  seated  as  they  are,  would  have  been 
cultivated  in  three  hundred  years ;  but  they  grow  more 
gross  in  the  very  native  soil  of  civility  and  refinement.  I 
was  sorry  for  the  late  mi^ortunes  of  the  Bussians ;  but  I 
did  not  BO  well  know  how  much  of  it  they  owed  to  their  own 
obstinacy.  Misfortunes  are  natural  and  inevitable  to  those 
who  rerase  to  take  advantage  of  the  king  of  Prussia's  Ikjhts 
and  talents.  You  say  that  he  waa  thdr  Cassandra :  it  so, 
these  people  are  inexcusable  indeed ;  surely  nothing  could 
be  less  remote  than  his  predictions  from  the  ravings  of  vir- 
gin simplicity.  They  were  oracles  directly  from  the  Tery 
tripod  of  Apollo.  The  rest  of  mankind  do  more  justice  to 
the  heroic  intellect,  as  well  as  to  the  other  great  qualities,  of 
the  king  your  master. 

Pray,  dear  sir,  what  is  next?    These  powers  will  con- 
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tinue  armed.  Their  arms  must  bare  employment.  Poland 
was  but  a  breakfast,  and  there  are  not  many  Polanda  to  be 
found.  "Where  will  they  dine  t  After  all  our  love  of  tean* 
^illity,  and  all  expedients  to  preserve  it,  alas,  poor  Peace ! 


TO  WILLIAM  BUBOH,  BSQ.^ 

Deab  Sib,  Westminster,  February  9, 1775. 

I  beg  jou  will  not  think  that  my  delay  in  retui*ning 
you  tbe  proof-sheet  of  your  most  ingenious  and  most  obliging 
dedication  could  proceed  from  a  want  of  the  liveliest  soi-* 
sibility  to  the  great  honour  you  have  done  me.  I  now 
return  the  proof  with  my  sincerest  and  most  grateful  %c* 
knowledgments. 

Some  topics  are  touched  in  that  dedkation,  on  whi(;h  I . 
could  wish  to  explain  myself  to  you.  I  should  have  been, 
glad  to  do  it  through  Mr.  Mason ;  but  to  my  great  loss,  on 
this  and  many  other  accounts,  he  left  town  suddenly.  In« 
deed,  at  that  time  and  ever  since,  the  pressure  of  American 
business  on  one  hand,  and  a  petition  against  my  election  on 
the  other,  left  me  not  a  single  minute  at  my  disposal,  and  I 
have  now  little  leisure  enongh  to  explain  myself  clearly  on 
some  points  in  that  dedication,  which  I  either  misunderstand^ 
or  they  go  upon  a  misapprehension  of  some  part  of  my  pub** 
lie  conduct ;  for  which  reason  I  wish,  if  I  might  presume  to 
interfere,  that  they  may  be  a  little  altered. 

It  is  certain  that  I  have,  to  the  best  of  my  power,  sup^^ 
ported  the  establishment  of  the  church,  upon  grounds  and 
principles  which  I  am  happy  to  find  countenanced  by  yottf 
approbation.  This  you  have  been  told ;  but  you  have  not 
heard  that  I  supported  also  the  petition  of  the  dissenters, 
for  a  larger  toleration  than  they  enjoy  at  present  luider  the 
letter  of  the  act  of  King  William.  In  fiict,  my  opinion 
in  favour  of  tolerati(m  goes  far  beyond  the  limits  of  that 
act,  which  was  no  more  than  a  provision  for  certain  sets 
of  men,  under  certain  circumstances,  and  b^  no  means 
what  is  commonly  called  ''an  act  of  toleration.'*  I  am 
greatly  deceived,  if  my  opinions  on  this  subject  are  not 
consistent  with  the  strictest  and  the  best  supported  church 

*  Author  of  a  scriptural  confutation  of  Mr.  Lindsey's  Apology ;  and, 
of  an  inquiry  into  the  beHef  of  the  Christians  of  the  first  three  centuries. 
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establishment.  I  cannot  consider  our  dissenters,  of  almost 
any  kind,  as  schismatics ;  whatever  some  of  their  leaders 
might  originaUj  have  been  in  the  eye  of  Him,  who  alone 
knows  whether  they  acted  under  the  direction  of  such  a 
conscience  as  they  had,  or  at  the  instigation  of  pride  and 
passion.  GThere  are  many  things  amongst  most  of  them 
which  I  rather  dislike  than  dare  to  condemn.  My  ideas  of 
toleration  go  £Eir  beyond  even  theirs.  I  would  give  a  full 
civil  protection,  in  which  I  include  an  immunity  from  all 
disturbance  of  their  public  religious  worship,  and  a  power  of 
teaching  in  schools  as  well  as  temples,  to  Jews,  Mahometans, 
and  even  Pagans ;  especially  if  they  are  abready  possessed  of 
those  advances  by  long  and  prescriptive  usage,  which  is  as 
sacred  in  this  exercise  of  rights  as  in  any  other.  Much 
more  am  I  inclined  to  tolerate  those  whom  I  look  upon  as 
our  brethren.  I  mean  all  those  who  profess  our  common 
hope,  extending  to  all  the  reformed  and  unreformed  churches, 
both  at  home  and  abroad ;  in  none  of  whom  I  f  nd  anything 
capitally  amiss,  but  their  mutual  hatred  of  each  other.  I 
can  never  think  any  man  a  heretic,  or  schismatic,  by  educa- 
tion. It  must  be,  as  I  conceive,  by  an  act  in  which  his  own 
choice  (influenced  bv  blameable  passions)  is  more  concerned 
than  it  can  be  by  his  early  prejudices,  and  his  being  aggre^ 
gated  to  bodies,  for  whom  men  naturally  form  a  great  degree 
of  reverence  and  affection.  This  is  my  opinion,  and  my  con- 
duct has  been  conformable  to  it.  Another  age  will  see  it 
more  general;  and  I  think  that  this  general  affection  to 
religion  will  never  introduce  indifference,  but  will  rather 
increase  real  zeal,  Christiaii  fervour,  and  pious  emulation; 
that  it  will  make  a  common  cause  a^nst  Epicurism,  and 
everything  that  corrupts  the  mind  and  renders  it  unworthy 
of  its  family.^  But  toleration  does  not  exclude  national 
preference,  either  as  to  mode  or  opinions,  and  all  the  lawful 
and  honest  means  which  may  be  used  for  the  support  of  that 
preference. 

I  should  be  happy  to  converse  with  you,  and  such  as  you, 
on  these  subjects,  and  to  unlearn  my  mistaken  opinions,  if 
such  they  should  be;  for,  however  erroneous,  I  believe 
there  is  no  evil  ingredient  in  them.  In  looking  over  that 
dedication,  if  you  should  agree  with  me,  that  there  are  some 
*  That  is, — of  its  origin. 
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expressions  that  carry  with  them  an  idea  of  my  pushing  my 
ideas  of  church  establishment  further  than  I  do,  you  will 
naturally  soften  or  change  them  accordingly.  I  do  not  know 
very  well  how  to  excuse  the  great  liberty  I  take,  in  troubling 
you  with  observations,  where  I  ought  to  speak  only  my  ob- 
ligations. Be  assured,  that  I  feel  myself  extremely  honoured 
by  your  good  opinion,  and  shall  be  made  very  happy  by  your 
mendship. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  esteem,  &c. 


TO   THE   MABQinS   OF    BOCKtNGHAM. 

Mt  dear  Lobd,  August  23, 1775. 

When  I  was  last  in  town,  I  wrote  a  short  letter,  by 
Mr.  Thesiger.  But  I  opened  all  I  had  in  my  thoughts  so 
fiilly  to  Lord  John  Cavendish,  who  was  then  setting  out  for 
the  norjbh,  that  I  do  not  know  whether  it  be  necessary  to 
trouble  your  lordship  any  further  upon  the  unhappy  subject 
of  that  letter  and  conversation.  However,  if  I  did  not  write 
something  on  that  subject,  I  should  be  incapable  of  writing 
at  all.  It  has,  I  confess,  taken  entire  possession  of  my  mind. 

We  are,  at  length,  actually  involved  in  that  war  which  your 
lordship,  to  your  infinite  honour,  has  made  so  many  efforts 
to  keep  at  a  distance.  It  lias  come  upon  us  in  a  mannr  more 
.  disagreeable  and  unpromising  than  the  most  gloomy  prog- 
nostic had  ever  foretold  it.  Tour  lordship's  observation  on 
the  general  temper  of  the  nation  at  this  crisis  is  certainly 
just.  If  any  incucation  is  to  be  taken  from  external  appear- 
ances, the  king  is  entirely  satisfied  with  the  present  state  of 
his  government.  His  spirits  at  his  levees,  at  the  play,  every- 
where, seem  to  be  remarkably  good.  His  ministers,  too,  are 
perfectly  at  their  ease.  Most  of  them  are  amusing  themselves 
in  the  country,  while  England  is  disfumished  of  its  forces  in 
the  face  of  armed  Europe,  and  Gibraltar  and  Minorca  are  de- 
livered over  to  the  custody  of  foreigners.  They  are  at  their 
ease  relative  to  the  only  point  which  could  give  them  anxieigr, 
— ^they  are  assured  of  their  places. 

As  to  the  good  people  of  England,  they  seem  to  partake 
every  day,  more  and  more,  of  the  character  of  that  adminis- 
tration which  they  have  been  induced  to  tolerate.   I  am  satis- 
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fied,  that  within  a  few  years  there  has  be^i  a  gre^t  change 
in  the  national  character.  We  seem  no  longer  that  eagtr, 
inquisitive,  jealous,  fiery  people,  which  we  have  been  formerly, 
and  which  we  have  been  a  very  short  time  ago.  The  people 
look  back,  without  pleasure  or  indignation;  and  forward, 
without  hope  or  fear.  No  man  commends  the  measures 
which  have  been  pursued,  or  expects  Miy  good  from  those 
which  are  in  preparation ;  but  it  is  a  cold,  languid  opinion, 
like  what  men  discover  in  affairs  that  do  not  concern  them. 
It  excites  to  no  passion ;  it  prompts  to  no  action. 

In  all  this  state  of  things  I  find  my  observation  and  intel- 
ligence perfectly  agree  with  your  lordship's.  In  one  point, 
indeed,  I  have  the  misfortune  to  differ.  I  do  not  think  that 
weeks,  or  even  months,  or  years,  will  bring  the  monarch,  the 
ministers,  or  the  people,  to  feeling.  To  bring  the  people  to 
a  feeling,  such  a  feeling,  I  mean*,  as  tends  to  amendment  or 
alteration  of  system,  there  must  be  plan  and  mana^ment. 
All  direction  of  public  humour  and  opinion  must  originate  in 
a  few.  Perhaps  a  good  deal  of  that  humour  and  opinion 
must  be  owing  to  such  direction.  Events  supply  matenals ; 
times  furnish  dispositions ;  but  conduct  alone  can  bring  them 
to  bear  to  any  useful  purpose.  I  never  yet  knew  an  instance 
of  any  general  temper  in  the  nation,  that  might  not  have  beeii 
tolerably  well  traced  to  scmie  pa^cular  persons.  If  things 
are  left  to  themselves,  it  is  my  elear  opmion  that  a  nation 
may  slide  down  fair  and  softly  from  the  highest  point  of 
grandeur  and  prosperity  to  the  lowest  state  of  imbecility  and 
meanness,  without  any  cme's  marking  a  particubur  period  in 
this  declension,  without  asking  a  question  about  it,  or  in  the 
least  speculating  on  any  of  the  innumerable  acts  which  have 
stolen  in  this  s3ent  and  insensible  revolution.  Every  event 
so  prepares  the  subsequent,  that,  when  it  arrives,  it  produces 
no  surprise,  nor  an^  extraordinary  alarm.  I  am  certain  that 
if  pains,  great  and  immediate  pains,  are  not  taken  to  prevent 
it,  such  must  be  the  fate  of  this  country.*  We  look  to  the 
merchants  in  vain — ^they  are  gone  from  us,  and  from  them* 
selves.  They  consider  America  as  lost,  and  they  look  to 
administration  for  an  indemnity.  Hopes  are  accordinglr 
held  out  to  them,  that  some  equivalent  for  their  debts  will 
be  provided.  In  the  mean  time,  the  leading  men  among 
them  are  kept  full  fed  with  contracts,  and  remittances,  and 
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jobs  ef  all  descriptions ;  and  they  are  indefatigable  in  their 
^ideaYours  to  keep  the  others  quiet,  with  the  prospect  of 
their  share  in  those  emoluments,  of  which  they  see  their  ad- 
visers already  so  amply  in  possession.  They  aU,  or  the  great- 
est number  of  them,  begin  to  snuff  the  cadaverous  haut  go^t 
of  lucrative  war.  War,  indeed,  is  become  a  sort  of  substitute 
for  commerce.  Q?he  frighting  business  never  was  so  lively, 
en  account  of  the  prodigious  taking  up  for  transport  service. 
Gbreat  orders  for  provisions  and  stores  of  all  kinds,  new  cloth- 
ing for  the  troops  and  the  intended  six  thousand  Canadians, 
puts  life  into  the  woollen  manufecture ;  and  a  number  of  men 
of  war,  ordered  to  be  equipped,  has  given  a  pretence  for  such 
a  quantity  of  nails  and  other  iron  work,  as  to  keep  the  midland 
parts  tolerably  quiet.  All  this,  with  the  incredible  increase 
of  the  northern  market  since  the  peace  between  Eussia  and 
the  Porte,  keeps  up  the  spirits  of  the  mercantile  world,  and 
induces  them  to  consider  the  American  war,  not  so  much 
their  calamity,  as  their  resource  in  an  inevitable  distress. 
This  is  the  state  of  mosty  not  of  all  the  merchants. 

AU  this,  however,  would  not  be  of  so  much  consequence. 
The  great  evil  and  danger  will  be  the  full  and  decided  en- 
gagement of  parliament  in  this  war.  Then  we  shall  be 
thoroughly  dipped,  and  then  there  will  be  no  way  of  getting 
out,  but  by  disgracing  England,  or  enslaving  j^erica.  In 
that  state,  ministry  has  a  lease  of  power,  as  long  as  the  war 
continues.  Q?he  mnge  between  war  and  peace  is,  indeed,  a 
dangerous  juncture  to  ministers ;  but  a  determined  state  of 
the  one  or  the  other  is  a  pretty  safe  position.  When  their 
cause,  however  absurdly,  is  made  the  cause  of  the  nation,  the 
popular  cry  will  be  witn  them.  The  style  will  be,  that  their 
hands  must  be  strengthened  by  an  unreserved  confidence. 
When  that  cry  is  once  raised,  and  raised  it  infalliblv  will  be, 
if  not  prevented,  the  puny  voice  of  reascm  will  not  oe  heard. 
As  sure  as  we  have  now  an  existence,  if  the  meeting  of  par- 
liament should  catch  your  lordship  and  your  Mends  in  an 
tinprepared  state,  nothing  but  disgrace  and  ruin  can  attend 
the  cause  you  are  at  the  head  of.  Parliament  will  plunge 
over  head  and  ears.  They  will  vote  the  war  with  every  sup- 
ply of  domestic  and  foreign  force.  They  will  pass  an  act  of 
attainder ;— they  will  lay  their  hands  upon  the  press.  The 
ministers  will  even  procure  addresses  irom  those  very  mer- 
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chants,  who,  last  session,  harassed  them  with  petitions ;  and 
then, — what  is  left  for  us,  but  to  firpin  out  of  our  bowels, 
under  the  frowns  of  the  court  and  the  hisses  of  the  people, 
the  little  slender  thread  of  a  peevish  and  captious  opposition, 
unworthy  of  our  cause  and  ourselves,  and  without  credit, 
concurrence,  or  popularity  in  the  nation ! 

I  hope  I  am  as  little  awed  out  of  my  senses  by  the  fear  of 
vulgar  opinion,  as  most  of  my  acquaintance.  I  think,  on  a 
flEiir  occasion,  I  could  look  it  in  the  face ;  but  speaking  of  the 
prudential  consideration,  we  know  that  all  opposition  is  ab- 
solutely crippled,  if  it  can  obtain  no  kind  of  support  without 
doors.  If  this  should  be  found  impracticable,  I  must  revert 
to  my  old  opinion,  that  much  the  most  effectual  and  much 
the  most  honourable  course  is,  without  the  obligation  of  a 
formal  secession,  to  absent  ourselves  from  parliament.  My 
experience  is  worth  nothing,  if  it  has  not  made  it  as  clear  to 
me  as  the  sun,  that,  in  affairs  like  these,  a  feeble  opposition 
is  the  greatest  service  which  can  be  done  to  ministry ;  and 
surely,  if  there  be  a  state  of  decided  disgrace,  it  is  to  add  to 
the  power  of  your  enemies  by  every  step  you  take  to  distress 
them. 

I  am  confident  that  your  lordship  considers  my  importu- 
nity with  your  usual  goodness.  Tou  will  .not  attribute  my 
earnestness  to  any  improper  cause.  I  shall,  therefore,  make 
no  apology  for  urging,  again-  and  again,  how  necessary  it  is 
for  your  lordship  and  your  great  friends  most  seriously  to 
take  under  immediate  deliberation  what  you  are  to  do  in  this 
crisis.  Nothing  like  it  has  happened  in  your  political  life. 
I  protest  to  G-od,  I  think  that  your  reputation,  your  duty, 
and  the  duty  and  honour  of  us  all,  who  profess  your  senti- 
ments, from  the  highest  to  the  lowest  of  us,  demand  at  this 
time  one  honest,  hearty  effort,  in  order  to  avert  the  heavy 
calamities  that  are  impending;  to  keep  our  hands  from 
blood,  and,  if  possible,  to  keep  the  poor,  giddy,  thoughtless 
people  of  our  country  from  plunging  headlong  into  this  im- 
pious war.  If  the  attempt  is  necessary,  it  is  honourable. 
You  will,  at  least,  have  the  comfort  that  nothing  has  been 
left  undone,  on  your  part,  to  prevent  the  worst  mischief  that 
can  befall  the  public.  Then,  and  not  before,  you  may  shake 
the  dust  from  your  feet,  and  leave  the  people  and  their 
leaders  to  their  own  conduct  and  fortune. 
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I  see,  indeed,  many,  many  difficulties  in  the  way ;  but  we 
have  known  as  great,  or  greater,  give  way  to  a  regular  series 
of  judicious  and  active  exertions.  This  is  no  time  for  taking 
public  business  in  their  course  and  order,  and  onljr  as  a  part 
in  the  scheme  of  life,  which  comes  and  goes  at  its  proper 
periods,  and  is  mixed  in  with  occupations  and  amusements. 
It  calls  for  the  whole  of  the  best  oi  us ;  and  everything  else, 
however  just  or  even  laudable  at  another  time,  ought  to  give 
way  to  this  great,  lu-gent,  instant  concern.  Indeed,  my  dear 
lord,  you  are  called  upon  in  a  veiy  peculiar  manner.  Ame- 
rica is  yours.  You  have  saved  it  once,  and  you  may  veiy 
possibly  save  it  again.  The  people  of  that  country  are  worth 
preserving ;  and  preserving,  if  possible,  to  England.  I  be- 
lieve your  lordship  remembers  that  last  year  or  the  year 
before,  I  am  xiot  sure  which,  you  fixed  your  quarters  for 
a  while  in  London,  and  sent  circular  letters  to  your  friends 
who  were  concerned  in  the  business  on  which  you  came  to 
town.  It  was  on  occasion  of  the  Irish  absentee-tax.  Your 
firiends  met,  and  the  attempt  was  defeated.  It  may  be  worth 
your  lordship's  consideration,  whether  you  ought  not,  as 
soon  as  possible,  to  draw  your  principal  friends  together. 
It  may  be  then  examined,  whether  a  larger  meeting  might 
not  be  eroedient,  to  see  whether  some  plan  could  not  be 
thought  of  for  doing  something  in  the  counties  and  towns. 
The  October  meeting  at  Newmarket  will  be  too  late  in  the 
year,  and  then  the  business  of  the  meeting  would  take  up 
too  much  time  from  the  other. 

It  might  be  objected  to  doing  anything  in  this  immature 
condition  of  the  public  temper,  that  the  interests  of  your 
lordship's  friends  might  suffer  in  making  an  attempt,  which 
might  be  vigorously  and  rather  generally  opposed  and  coun- 
terworked. On  ordinary  occasions  this  might  be  a  matter  of 
very  serious  consideration.  The  risk  ought  to  be  propor- 
tioned to  the  object ;  but  this  is  no  ordinary  occasion.  In 
the  first  place,  I  lay  it  down  that  the  present  state  of  oppo- 
sition is  so  bad,  that  the  worst  judged  and  most  untimely 
exertions  would  only  vary  the  mode  of  its  utter  dissolution. 
Such  a  state  of  things  justifies  every  hazard.  But,  supposing 
our  condition  better,  what  is  an  interest  cultivated  for,  but 
its  aptness  for  public  purposes  ?  And  for  what  public  pur- 
pose do  gentlemen  wait,  that  will  be  more  worthy  of  the  use 
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of  all  the  interests  they  bave  ?  I  should  certaiiilj  ccmsider 
the  afikir  as  de^rate,  if  your  success  in  such  an  effort  de- 
pended on  anything  like  an  unanimous  ccmcurrence  in  the 
nation.  But  in  times  of  trouble,  this  is  impossible.  In  sudi 
times,  it  is  not  necessary.  A  minority  cannot  make  or  cany 
on  a  war ;  but  a  minority^  well  composed  and  acting  steadily, 
may  dog  a  war  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  make  ii  not  very 
easy  to  proceed.  When  yon  once  begin  to  show  yourseLveS) 
many  will  be  animated  to  join  you,  who  are  now  faint  and 
uncertain.  Your  adversaries  will  raise  the  spirit  of  your 
friends ;  and  the  very  contest  will  excite  that  concern  and 
curiosity  in  the  nation,  the  want  of  which  is  now  the  w<»8t 
part  of  the  public  distemper. 

Lord  J<^  has  given  your  lordship  an  account  of  the 
scheme  we  talked  over,  for  reviving  the  importance  of  the 
city  of  London,  by  separating  the  scMind  from  the  rotten  co]> 
tract-hunting  part  oi  the  mercantile  interest,  uniting  it  with 
the  corporation,  and  joining  both  to  your  lorddbip*  There 
are  now  some  facilities  attending  such  a  design.  Lord  Chat- 
ham is,  in  a  manner,  oat  of  the  questioD ;  and  the  court 
have  lost,  in  him,  a  sure  instrument  of  diviuon  in  every 
public  contest.  Baker  was  chiefly  relied  on  for  our  main 
part  in  this  work.  He  vras  vnlling  to  do  hk  part ;.  but,  lo ! 
he  is  called  away  to  another  part ;  and  if  he  is  not  yet  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Conyers,  he  vrill  in  a  very  few  days.  This  pits 
us  back.  Nothing  I  believe  can  be  done  in  it  till  the  Duke 
of  Portland  comes  to  town ;  and  then  we  shall  have  &  centre 
to  turn  upon.  Hand,  of  Leeds,  and  some  other  ^ends, 
might  feel  the  pulse  of  the  people  of  Leeds  and  the  adjacent 
countiy.  Jack  Lee  would  not  kt  his  aesdstance  be  wanting 
on  such  an  occasion,  and  in  sudh  a  cause ;  but  if  Sir  George 
Savile  coidd  be  persuaded  to  come  forward  ft^         •  # 

•  ••♦•«!•*• 

I  must  instantly  set  off  £or  BristoL  The  aidooed  will  let 
your  lordship  see  the  necessity  of  it.  The  horrid  expense  of 
these  expeditions  would  keep  me  at  home ;  but  Uiat  dtj  is 
going  headlong  to  the  dost,  through  the  manoeuvres  of  the . 
court  and  of  the  Tory  party ;  but  principally  through  the 
absurd  and  paltry  behaviour  ck  my  foolidk  colleague.  1  shall 
be  there  on  the  28th  for  the  assizes  ;  asi  appearing  to  ge  on 
a  particular  occasion,  may  give  me  an  excuse  for  nuot  con- 
tinuing long  in  that  quarter. 
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I  have  seen  J.  D.  and  Penn.  The  former,  I  believe,  ha» 
suffered  himself  to  be  made  a  tool ;  your  Iwdahip  will  sooa 
see  him.  The  latter  is  steady  for  America.  His  account  of 
ibe  determined  spirit  and  resolution  of  the  people  there 
agrees  with  that  whieh  we  have  generally  received.  He 
brings  a  v^fy  decent  and  manly  petition  from  the  congress. 
It  mentions  no  specific  conditions,,  but,  in  g^ieral,  it  is  for 
peaee.  Lord  Chatham  is  the  idol,  aa  usuaL  I  find  by  Penn 
l^uit,  in  America,  they  have  scarce  any  idea  of  the  state  of 
m&[k  and  parties  here,  nor  who  are  their  fidenda  or  foes.  To 
this  he  attributes  much  of  their  nonsense  about  the  dedara- 
toiract. 

Just  as  I  finished  this  sentence,  the  paper  gives  an  account 
(to  which  I  cannot  help  giving  some  credit)  that  a  great 
battle  is  fought  near  Boston,  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  un- 
happy Americans.  Though  this  would  add  much  to  the 
dimculties  of  our  present  conduct,  it  makes  no  change  in  the 
necessity  of  doing  something  effectual  before  the  meeting  of 
parliament. 

Tour  lordship  will  have  the  goodness  to  present,  Ac.  «fcc. 

Edk.  Bubs^e. 


TO  JOHJt  BOTJRKB,   ESQ.* 

Mx  DBAJt  John,     Beconafield,  Thursday,  July  11,  177S. 

I  do  assur^  you  that  I  do  not  want  any  of  that  un- 
critical friendliness  and  partiality  which  you  ascribe  to  me, 
to  induce*  me  very  much  to  like  and  admire  whatlha\e  read 
in  the  Gazetteer  this  morning.  The  subjeclr  is  very  well 
bandied ;  the  language  remarkably  neat  and  pure ;  and  I  am 
sure  the  principles  are  honest  and  constitutional.  I  do  not 
perhaps  go  alt  the  length  of  thinking  Mr.  "Wilkes'  promise 
quite  a  nullity.  It  is,  I  admit,  never  wise,  perhaps  not  often 
justifiable,  to  make  such  engagements ;  and  cases  may  cer- 

*  A  London  m.erchant,  descended  from  the  same  Norman  stock  as  Mr. 
Edmund  Biurke.  The  subject  wa&  probably  the  desertion  of  Wilkes  by 
auuiy  of  his  former  friends,  on  hia  contesting,  ior  the  second  time,  the 
office  ot  <^mberlain  of  the  city  of  London  with  Mr.  Hof^ins,  who  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority. 
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tainlj  be  put  where  the  merit  will  lie  in  breaking  them.  But, 
if  they  are  made,  they  ought  to  be  kept ;  and  the  maker 
ought  to  have  looked  into  the  propriety  of  making;  and  the 
possibility  of  keeping  them,  when  he  made  such  declara- 
tions. Such  professors  ought  to  be  held  tight  to  their 
promises,  if  it  answered  no  other  end  than  to  make  them 
cautious  in  deceiving  the  people.  When,  in  the  issue,  it 
may  prove  that  some  part  of  the  deceit  falls  upon  them- 
selves, it  is  proper  to  give  them  no  sort  of  dispensation,  and 
to  allow  them  no  kind  of  evasion.  Our  friend  is  perhaps 
top  young  to  remember  the  origin  of  all  this  professing, 
promising,  and  testing;  but  he  would  laugh  if  he  knew 
that  the  wolf  is  now  howHng  in  the  snare  which  he  had 
originally  laid  for  honest  men.  This  traitor  raised  an 
outcry  among  that  mob  who  have  now  surrendered  him  over 
to  his  and  their  enemies,  against  all  the  honest  part  of  the 
opposition,  because  they  would  not  join  him  and  his  asso- 
ciates, in  disclaiming  the  fair  objects  of  ambition  or  ac- 
commodation, whenever  private  honour  or  pubHc  principles 
admitted  of  them.  We  were  put  out  of  the  question  as 
patriots,  stripped  of  all  support  from  the  multitude,  and  the 
alternative  wildly  and  wickedly  put  between  those  who  dis- 
claimed all  employments,  and  the  mere  creatures  of  the 
court.  They  would  hear  of  nobody  else.  So  that  nothing 
has  happened,  but  what  they  have  chosen  and  prepared. 
Whenever  they  fail,  the  court  must  profit.  I  remember  that 
the  Shelbume  faction  acted  just  in  the  same  manner ;  until, 
having  overloaded  the  stomachs  of  their  adherents,  they  w^re 
vomited  up  with  loathing  and  disgust.  It  was  but  a  few 
months  after  Lord  Shelbume  had  told  me  gratis,  (for  nothing 
led  to  it,)  that  the  people  (always  meaning  the  common 
people  of  London)  were  never  in  the  wrong,  that  he  and  all 
his  friends  were  driven  with  scorn  out  of  that  city.  How- 
ever, I  admit,  with  our  worthy  friend,  that  the  baseness  and 
corruptness  of  Mr.  Oliver  and  the  livery  is  not  much  the 
less  for  the  villany  of  him  whom  they  have  abandoned  the 
first  moment  he  could  hope  to  derive,  from  their  protecti(m, 
ease  and  comfort  for  his  age.  Let  me  wish  my  young  friend, 
at  his  entrance  into  life,  to  draw  a  useful  lesson  from  the 
unprincipled  behaviour  of  a  corrupt  and  licentious  people: — 
that  is,  never  to  sacrifice  his  principles  to  the  hope  of  obtain- 
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ing  their  affections ;  to  regard  and  wish  tbem  well,  as  a  part 
of  his  fellow-creatures,  whom  'his  best  instincts  and  his 
highest  duties  lead  him  to  love  and  serve,  but  to  put  as  little 
trust  in  them  as  in  princes.  For  what  inward  resource  hast 
he,  when  turned  out  of  courts  or  hissed  out  of  town-halls,  who 
has  made  their  opinions  the  only  standard  of  what  is  right, 
and  their  favour  the  sole  means  of  his  happiness  ?  I  have 
heard  as  yet  nothing  about  our  future  engagement.  Possibly 
the  servant  I  have  sent  to  Lord  Eockingham  may  arrive 
before  the  post  goes  out.  He  is  arrived,  and  I  nave  no 
answer.    Lord  Bockingham  was  not  in  town. 

I  am,  with  the  best  regards  of  all  here. 
Dear  Boiu'ke, 
Ever  affectionately  yours, 

Edm.  Bubke. 
Our  love  to  the  occasionalist,  but  not  server  of  occasions. 


TO  THE  EABL  OP   HILL8BOBOTIOH,*  AlH)   LOBD   VISOOUNT 

BTOBMONT, 

TWO  OF  HIS   majesty's  PRINCIPAL  SBCRBTARIES  OF   STATE. 

Charles  Street,  St.  James's  Square, 
My  Lobds,  October  3, 1780. 

I  think  it  the  right  and  the  duty  of  every  subject  of 
this  kingdom  to  communicate  to  his  Majeslr's  ministers 
intelligence  of  every  matter,  by  which  the  kmg's  interest 
and  honour,  and  that  of  the  nation,  are  likely  to  be  affected. 
The  chairman  and  deputy-chairman  of  the  East  India 
Company  have  come  to  a  resolution  of  seizing  upon,  and 
delivering  over  to  the  discretion  of  their  servants  at  Madras, 
the  revenues  of  the  king  of  Tanjore, — an  ally  of  the  Company, 
and,  therefore,  of  the  crown  and  nation  of  Great  Britain, — 
in  direct  violation  of  a  solemn  treaty,  by  which  the  Company 

*  The  Earl  of  Hillsborough,  born  about  1718,  died  Oct.  1793.  At 
the  accession  of  George  the  Third  he  was  continued  a  Privy  Councillor 
in  both  kingdoms;  in  1763  was  made  first  Commissioner  of  Trade  and 
Plantations;  in  1766  Joint  Postmaster-General;  in  1768  Secretary  of 
State  to  the  Colonies;  and  from  1779  to  1782  again  Secretary  of  State. 
He  appears  to  have  been  the  private  and  confidential  friend  and  adviser 
of  the  king ;  and  Adolphus  says  that  "  when  no  longer  Secretary  of  State 
to  the  Colonies,  he  continued  to  give  his  advice  and  assistance  to  the 
ministry,  to  whom  his  experience  was  of  effectual  service." 

VOL.  VIII.  2   H 
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hta  engaged  that  none  of  their  seirants  sludl  intermeddle  in 
the  inteiml  government  of 'that  prince. 

This  very  extraordinary  and  dangerous  design,  leading  to 
a  general  waste  and  robbery  of  the  gdIj  yet  remaining  native 
government,  and  the  only  flourishing  country  within  the 
reach  of  our  power  in  India,  was  carried  through  a  very  thin 
court  of  directors. 

It  was  carried  through  the  very  day  afler  the  sit^g  of  a 
general  court  of  the  East  India  Company,  without  the  least 
communication  to  the  body  they  act  lor;  and  althou^  that 
very  general  court  had  come  to  a  resd.ution  to  take  the  whole 
of  their  aflairs  into  consideration  on  so  eariy  a  day  as  the 
sixth  of  November  next. 

It  was  carried  through  in  the  absence  of  Lord  North  and 
both  secretaries  of  the  treasury, — ^though,  upon  representa- 
tions to  his  lordship,  this  busiaess  had  been  formerly  stopped, 
and  at  a  time  when  he  is  at  so  great  a  distance  from  town,  as 
to  make  his  interposition,  or  even  any  immediate  application 
to  him,  utterly  impracticable. 

It  was  carried  through  immediately  after  Mr.  William 
Burke,  one  of  the  king  oi  Tanjore's  agents,  had  set  otf  on  a 
journey  over-land,  with  a  letter  from  Lord  North,  written 
by  the  order  of  his  Majesty,  to  whom  the  king  of  Tanjore 
had  submitted  his  cause,  and  aU  his  grievances ;  and  in  the 
absence  also  of  the  Honourable  Mr.  Waldegrave,  joined  in 
ageney  with  Mr.  Burke,  who  had  before  protested  to  the 
directors  against  that  very  predatory  resolution,  and  desired 
to  be  heard  against  it ;  the  king  of  Tanjore  himself  having 
then  a  regular  complaint  of  grievances^,  and  of  extorting 
money  in  particular,  before  the  Company. 

It  was  carried  through  in  the  recesff  of  parliament,  to 
which  the  said  agents,  in  the  last  sessicm,  had  prepared  a 
petition ;  which  petition  was  consented  to  be  withheld,  solely 
on  the  directors  putting  a  stop  to  their  ungrateful  design. 

It  was  carried  through  at  a  time  when  the  very  servants 
of  the  Company,  to  whom  the  kingdom  of  Tanjore  is  to  be 
delivered,  we  under  an  inquiry  of  the  court  of  the  very 
directors  who  deliver  it  to  them,  on  but  too  just  a  su^icion 
of  peculation  and  other  evil  practices. 

And  in  order  that  no  time  should  be  allowed  for  the  dis- 
6enting  directors,  proprietors,  or  agents,  or  even  for  the 
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king's  ministers  to  interfere,  they  resolved  not  to  wait  for  the 
ships  which  are  to  depart,  but  have  prepared  a  person  sud- 
denly to  go  off  over-land;  so  that  if  this  design  had  not 
been  providentially  discovered,  it  was  veiy  possible  that  on 
the  evening  of  the  day  on  which  the  king  of  Tanjore  was 
rejoicing  on  the  receipt  of  a  gracious  letter  from  the  king's 
minister,  written  by  his  Majesty's  order,  he  might  find  his 
revenues  forcibly  seized  on,  in  violation  of  the  treaty,  by  an 
order  of  the  directors,  to  the  infinite  scandal  of  i^e  honour, 
justice,  and  policy  of  the  British  nation. 

It  is  necessaay  to  la^r  a  matter  of  this  high  and  criminal 
nature,  pursued  in  this  extraordinaiy  manner,  before  his 
Majesty's  servants ;  the  orown  daiming  on  the  part  of  the 
public  a  right  in  the  possessions  and  territorial  revenues  of 
the  Company,  and  the  time  for  renewal  of  the  charter  now 
approaching. 

•  I  humbly  venture  to  suggest,  tibat  it  is  incumbent  on 
his  Majesty's  ministers  that  so  mat^al  a  revolution,  involv- 
ing the  pubHo  faith  and  the  obligation  of  treaties,  together 
with  the  wel&re  of  so  great  a  part  of  the  strejigth  of  Great 
Britain,  should  not  be  made  but  on  the  fullest  and  most  im« 
partial  consideration ;  or  that  kings  and  kingdoms,  and  the 
lives  and  properties  of  millions  of  innocent  pec^le,  should 
not  be  passed  away,  by  obscure  and  collusive  piictices^  be- 
tween any  confederaciies  of  m^i  for  their  private  interest 
and  ^nolument,  with  much  less  ceremony  than  the  family 
settlement  of  a  cottage  is  made  xsr  altered. 

I  make  no  apology  for  troubling  your  lordships  with  the 
notification  of  so  ilangeraus  a  proceeding,  knowing  your  de- 
sire of  obtaining  information  from  every  quarter,  in  any 
matt^  that  rdates  ^  his  Majesty's  service.  On  this  well- 
grounded  assurance,  I  am  ready  to  wait  on  your  lordships  at 
any  time  you  may  be  pleased  to  £^point,  to  lay  before  you, 
on  the  most  authentic  grounds,  the  futility  and  fraud  of  the 
pretence  on  which  a  violence  of  this  extent  is  attempted  by 
ihe  Company's  servants  in  India,  and  thus  privately,  without 
liearing  or  notice,  consented  to  by  their  servants  here. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  my 
lordSj  Your  lordships'  most  obedient  and  most 

humble  Serv^t, 

EDli.   BUBKE. 
2  H  2 
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TO  DE.  BENJAMUT  ERAKKLIK. 

Deab  Sib,  August,  1781. 

I  feel  as  an  honest  man  and  as  a  good  citizen  ought 
to  feel,  the  calamities  of  the  present  unhappy  war.  The 
only  part,  however,  of  those  calamities  which  personally 
affects  myself  is,  that  1  have  been  obliged  to  discontinue  my 
intercourse  with  you ;  but  that  one  misfortune  I  must  con- 
sider as  equivalent  to  many.  I  may,  indeed,  with  great 
truth,  assure  you,  that  your  Mendship  has  always  been  an 
object  of  my  ambition ;  and  that,  if  a  high  and  very  sincere 
esteem  for  your  talents  and  virtues  could  give  me  a  title  to 
it,  I  am  not  wholly  unworthy  of  that  honour.  I  flatter 
myself  that  your  belief  in  the  reality  of  these  sentiments 
will  excuse  the  liberty  I  take,  of  laying  before  yOu  a  matter 
in  which  I  have  no  small  concern.  The  application  I  make 
originates  wholly  from  myself,  and  hasnot  oeen  suggested  to 
me  by  any  person  whatsoever. 

I  have  lately  been  informed  with  great  certainty,  and  with 
no  less  surprise,  that  the  congress  have  made  an  application 
for  the  return  of  my  friend  General  Burgoyne  to  captivity 
in  America,  at  a  time  when  the  exchange  of  almost  all  the 
rest  of  the  convention  oficers  has  been  completed.  It  is 
true  that  this  requisition  has  been  for  the  present  with- 
drawn ;  but  then,  it  may  be  renewed  at  every  instant ;  and 
no  arrangement  has  been  made  or  proposed,  which  may  pre- 
vent a  thing  on  all  accounts  so  very  disagreeable,  as  to  see 
the  most  opposite  interests  conspiring  in  the  persecution  of 
a  man,  formed,  by  the  unparalleled  candour  and  moderation 
of  his  mind,  to  unite  the  most  discordant  parties  in  his  favour. 

I  own  this  proceeding  of  the  congress  fills  me  with  astonish- 
ment. I  am  persuaded  that  some  unusuajly  artful  manage- 
ment, or  very  unexampled  delusion,  has"  operated  to  produce 
an  effect  which  cannot  be  accounted  for  on  any  of  the  ordi- 
nary principles  of  nature  or  of  policy. 

I  shall  not  enter  into  the  particulars  of  the  convention 
under  which  this  claim  is  made,  nor  into  the  construction  of 
it,  nor  the  execution.  I  am  not,  perhaps,  capable  of  doing 
justice  to  the  merits  of  the  cause  j  and  if  I  were,  I  am  not 
disposed  to  put  them  upon  any  ground  of  argument,  because 
(whatever  others  might  and  possibly  ought  to  do)  I  am  not 
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pleading  a  point  of  strict  right,  but  appealing  to  your  known 
principles  of  honour  and  generosity,  with  the  freedom  and 
privileges  of  an  old  friendship  ;  and  as  I  suppose  you  per- 
fectly* acquainted  with  the  whole  history  of  the  extraordinary 
treatment  General  Burgoyne  has  met  with,  I  am  resolved 
not  to  show  so  much  distrust  in  so  sound  a  memory  and  so 
good  a  judgment  as  yours,  as  to  attempt  to  refresh  the  one 
or  to  lead  me  other. 

I  am  ready  to  admit  that  General  Burgoyne  has  been  and 
(as  far  as  what  is  left  him  will  suffer)  is  a  very  affectionate 
and  a  very  jealous  servant  of  the  crown ;  and  that  in  America 
he  acted  as  an  officer  of  the  king  (so  long  as  fortune  favoured 
him)  with  great  abilities,  and  mstinguiwied  fidelity,  activity, 
and  spirit.  Tou,  my  dear  sir,  who  £ave  made  such  astonish- 
ing exertions  in  the  cause  which  you  espouse,  and  are  so 
deeply  read  in  human  nature  and  in  human  morals,  know 
better  than  anybody,  that  men  will  and  that  sometimes  they 
are  bound  to  take  very  different  views  and  measures  of  theur 
duty  from  local  and  from  professional  situation ;  and  that  we 
may  all  have  equal  merit  in  extremely  different  lines  of  con- 
duct. Tou  know  that  others  may  deserve  the  whole  of  your 
admiration  in  a  cause,  in  which  your  judgment  leads  you  to 
oppose  them.  But  whatever  may  be  our  opinions  on  the 
origin  of  this  fatal  war,  I  assure  you,  General  Burgoyne  has 
the  merit  of  never  having  driven  it  on  with  violence,  or  fos- 
tered or  kept  it  alive  by  any  evil  arts,  or  aggravated  its  na- 
tural mischiefs  by  unnecessary  rigour ;  but  has  behaved  on 
all  occasions  with  that  temper  which  becomes  a  great  military 
character,  which  loves  nothing  so  well  in  the  profession,  as 
the  means  it  so  frequently  furnishes  of  splendid  acts  of 
generosity  and  humanity. 

You  have  heard  of  the  sacrifices  he  has  made  to  his  nice 
sense  of  honour  on  this  side  of  the  water — sacrifices  far 
beyond  the  just  demands  of  the  principle  to  which  they  were 
made.  This  has  been  no  advantage  to  the  country  where  he 
was  piaued  to  it.  Shall  America,  too,  call  for  samfices  that 
are  still  more  severe,  and  of  full  as  little  advantage  to  those 
who  demand  them  ?  I  know  the  rigour  of  political  necessity ; 
but  I  see  here  as  little  of  necessify,  or  even  expedience,  as 
of  propriety.  I  know  the  respect  that  is  due  to  all  public 
bodies ;  but  none  of  them  are  exempt  from  mistake ;  and  the 
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most  cBnespeetM  thing  that  can  be  done  towards  them  is 
to  suppose  them  incapable  of  correcting  an  error. 

If  I  were  not  fullj  persuaded  of  your  liberal  and  manly 
way  of  thinking,  I  should  not  presume,  in  the  hostile  situ- 
ation in  which  I  stand,  to  make  an  application  to  you.  But 
in  this  piece  of  experimental  philosophy  I  run  no  risk  of 
offending  you.  I  applv  not  to  the  ambassador  of  America, 
but  to  Dr.  Franklin,  the  philosopher, — ^the  friend  and  the 
lover  of  his  species.  In  that  light,  whatever  colour  polities 
may  take,^ 

I  shall  ev&p  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Dear  Sir,  &c.  &c. 

Edm.  Burks. 


TO   PHXLIP  rSiJfCIS,  ESQ. 

Mt  deae  Sib,  Gterard  Street,  Tebruary  20>  1790. 

I  sat  up  rather  late  at  Carlton  House,  and  on  my  re- 
turn hither  I  found  your  letter  on  my  table.    I  haye  not 

*  Franklui  replied  to  this  letter  as  follows  :— 

Sir,  Passy,  October  15, 1781. 

I  received  but  a  few  days  ago  your  very  friendly  letter  of  August 
last,  on  the  subject  of  General  ^urgoyne. 

Since  the  foolish  part  of  mankind  will  make  wan  from  time  to  time 
with  each  other,  not  haying  sense  enough  otherwise  to  settle  their  differ- 
ences, it  certainly  becomes  the  wiser  part,  who  cannot  prevent  these  wars, 
to  alleviate  as  much  as  possible  the  calamities  attending  them. 

Mr.  Burke  always  stood  high  in  my  esteem ;  his  affectionate  concern 
for  his  friend  renders  him  still  more  amiable,  and  makes  the  honour  he 
does  me  in  admitting  me  of  the  number  still  more  precious. 

I  do  not  think  the  congress  have  any  wish  to  persecute  General  Bur< 
goyne.  I  never  heard  tiU  I  received  yjour  letter  that  they  had  recalled 
him.  If  they  have  made  such  a  resolution,  it  must  be,  I  suppose,  a  con* 
ditional  one  ;-*to  take  place  in  case  their  offer  of  exchanging  him  for  Mr. 
Laurens  should  not  be  accepted—it  resolution  intended  to  enforce  t^ 
ofl»r, 

I  have  just  received  an  authentic  copy  of  the  resolve  containing  that 
offer,  and  authorizing  me  to  make  it.  As  I  have  no  communication  with 
your  ministers,  I  send  it  enclosed  to  you.  If  you  can  find  any  means  of 
negotiating  this  business,  I  am  sure  the  restoring  another  worthy  man  te 
his  &mily  and  friends  will  be  an  addition  to  your  pleaaune. 

With  great  and  invariable  respect  and  affection, 
I  am,  Sir, 
Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  Servant, 

B.  Fjulmkus. 
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slept  since.  Tou  will,  therefore,  excuse  me  if  you  iSnd  any- 
thmg  confused,  or  otherwise  expressed  than  I  could  wish,  in 
speaking  upon  a  matter  which  interests  you  jfrom  your  regard 
to  me.  There  are  some  things  in  your  letter  for  which  I 
must  thank  you ;  there  are  others  which  I  must  answer ; — 
some  things  bear  the  mark  of  fiiendly  admonition;  otiiers 
bear  some  resemblance  to  the  tone  of  accusation. 

You  are  the  only  friend  I  have  who  will  dare  to  give  me 
advice ;  I  must,  therefore,  have  something  teirrible  in  me, 
which  intimidates  aU  others  who  know  me  from  giving  me 
the  only  unequivocal  marit  of  their  regard.  Whatever  this 
rough  aad  menacing  manner  may  be,  I  must  search  myself 
upon  it ;  and  when  I  discover  it,  old  as  I  am,  I  must  endea- 
vour to  correct  it.  I  flattered  myself,  however,  that  you  at 
least  would  not  have  thought  my  other  friends  justified  in 
withholding  from  me  their  services  of  this  kind.  Tou  cer- 
tainly do  not  always  convey  to  me  your  opinions  with  the 
greatest  tenderness  and  management ;  and  yet  I  do  not  re- 
collect, since  I  first  had  the  pleasure  of  your  acquaintance, 
that  there  has  been  a  heat  or  a  coolness  of  a  smgle  day's 
duration,  on  my  side,  during  that  whole  time.  I  believe 
your  memory  cannot  present  to  you  an  instance  of  it.  I  ill 
deserve  friends,  if  I  throw  them  away  on  account  of  the.  can- 
dour and  simplicity  of  their  good  nature.  In  particular  you 
know,  that  you  have  in  some  instances  favoured  me  with 
your  instructions  relative  to  things  I  was  preparing  for  the 
public.  If  I  did  not  in  every  instance  agree  with  you,  I 
think  you  had,  on  the  whole,  sufficient  proofs  of  my  docility, 
to  make  you  believe  that  I  received  your  corrections,  not 
only  without  offence,  but  with  no  small  degree  of  gratitude. 

Your  remarks  upon  the  first  two  sheets  of  my  Paris  letter 
relate  to  the  composition  and  the  matter.  The  composition, 
you  say,  is  loose,  and  I  am  quite  sure  of  it : — I  never  intended 
it  should  be  otherwise.  Por,  purporting  to  be,  what  in  truth 
it  originally  was — a  letter  ta  a  mend,  I  had  no  idea  of  di- 
gesting it  in  a  systematic  order.  The  style  is  open  to  cor- 
rection, and  wants  it.  My  natural  style  of  writing  is  some* 
what  careless,  and  I  should  be  happy  in  receiving  your  advice 
towards  making  it  as  little  vicious  as  such  a  style  is  capable 
of  being  made.  The  general  character  and  colour  of  a  style, 
which  grows  out  of  the  writer's  peculiar  turn  of  mind  and 
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habit  of  expressing  his  thoughts,  must  be  attended  to  in  all 
corrections.  It  is  not  the  insertion  of  a  piece  of  stuff,  though 
of  a  better  kind,  which  is  at  all  times  an  improvement. 

Tour  main  objections  are,  however,  of  a  much  deeper  na- 
ture, and  go  to  the  political  opinions  and  moral  sentiments 
of  the  piece ;  in  which  I  find,  though  with  no  sort  of  sur- 
prise, having  often  talked  with  you  on  the  subject, — that  we 
differ  only  in  everything.  You  say,  "  the  mischief  you  are 
going  to  do  yourself  is  to  my  apprehension  palpable ;  I  snuff 
it  in  the  wind,  and  my  taste  sickens  at  it."  This  anticipated 
stench,  that  turns  your  stomach  at  such  a  distance,  must  be 
nauseous  indeed.  You  seem  to  think  I  shall  incur  great 
(and  not  wholly  imdeserved)  infamy,  by  this  publication. 
This  makes  it  a  matter  of  some  delicacy  to  me,  to  suppress 
what  I  have  written ;  for  I  must  admit  in  my  own  feelinga, 
and  in  that  of  those  who  have  seen  the  piece,  that  my  senti- 
ments and  opinions  deserve  the  infamy  with  which  they  are 
threatened.  If  they  do  not,  I  know  nothing  more  than  that 
I  oppose  the  prejudices  and  inclinations  of  many  people. 
This  I  was  well  aware  of  from  the  beginning ;  and  it  was  in 
order  to  oppose  those  inclinations  and  prejudices  that  I  pro- 

Cd  to  publish  my  letter.  I  really  am  perfectly  astonished 
you  could  dream,  with  my  paper  in  your  hand,  that  I 
found  no  other  cause  than  the  beauty  of  the  (jueen  of  Prance 
(now,  I  suppose,  pretty  much  faded)  for  disapproving  the 
conduct  whicn  has  been  held  towards  her,  and  for  expressing 
my  own  particular  feelings.  I  am  not  to  order  the  natur^ 
sympathies  of  my  own  heart,  and  of  every  honest  breast,  to 
wait  until  all  the  jokes  of  all  the  anecdotes  of  the  coffee- 
houses of  Paris,  and  of  the  dissenting  meeting-houses  of  Lon- 
don, are  scoured  of  all  the  slander  of  those  who  calumniate 
persons,  that  afterwards  they  may  murder  them  with  im- 
punity. I  know  nothing  of  your  story  of  Messalina.  Am  I 
obliged  to  prove  juridic5ly  the  virtues  of  all  those  I  shall  see 
suffering  every  kind  of  wrong,  and  contumely,  and  risk  of 
life,  before  I  endeavour  to  interest  others  in  their  sufferings, 
— ^and  before  I  endeavour  to  excite  horror  against  midnight 
assassins  at  back-stairs,  and  their  more  wicked  abettors  in 
pulpits  ?  What ! — Are  not  high  rank,  great  splendour  of 
descent,  great  personal  elegance  and  outward  accomplish- 
ments, ingredients  of  moment  in  forming  the  interest  we  take 
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in  the  misfortunes  of  men  ?  The  minds  of  those  who  do  not 
feel  thus  are  not  even  systematically  right.  "What's  He- 
cuba to  him,  or  he  to  Hecuba,  that  he  should  weep  for  her  ?'* 
—Why, — because  she  was  Hecuba,  the  queen  of  Troy, — ^the 
wife  of  Priam, — and  suffered,  in  the  close  of  life,  a  thousand 
calamities !  I  felt  too  for  Hecuba,  when  I  read  the  fine 
tragedy  of  Euripides  upon  her  story ;  and  I  never  inquired 
into  the  anecdotes  of  the  court  or  city  of  Troy,  before  I  gave 
way  to  the  sentiments  which  the  author  wished  to  inspire ; — 
nor  do  I  remember  that  he  ever  said  one  word  of  her  Virtue. 
It  is  for  those  who  applaud  or  palliate  assassination,  regicide, 
and  base  insult  to  women  of  illustrious  place,  to  prove  the 
crimes  (in^  sufferings)  which  they  allege,  to  justifv  their  own. 
But  if  they  have  proved  fornication  on  any  such  woman, — 
taking  the  manners  of  the  world,  and  the  manners  of  France, 
— I  shall  never  put  it  in  a  parallel  with  assassination ! — No :  I 
have  no  such  inverted  scale  of  ^Eiults,  in  my  heart  or  my  head. 
You  find  it  perfectlv  ridiculous,  and  unfit  for  me  in  par- 
ticular, to  take  these  tnings  as  my  ingredients  of  commisera- 
tion. Pray  why  is  it  absurd  in  me  to  think,  that  the  chival- 
rous spirit  which  dictated  a  veneration  for  women  of  condition 
and  of  beauty,  without  any  consideration  whatever  of  enjoy- 
ing them,  was  the  ^at  source  of  those  manners  which  have 
been  the  pride  and  ornament  of  Europe  for  so  many  ages  ? 
And  am  I  not  to  lament  that  I  have  lived  to  see  those  man- 
ners extinguished  in  so  shocking  a  manner,  by  means  of 
speculations  of  finance,  and  the  fidse  science  of  a  sordid  and 
degenerate  philosophy  ?  I  tell  you  acain, — ^that  the  recol- 
lection of  the  manner  in  which  I  saw  tne  queen  of  France, 
in  the  year  1774,  and  the  contrast  between  that  brilliancy, 
splendour,  and  beauty,  with  the  prostrate  homage  of  a  nation 
to  her, — and  the  abominable  ^cene  of  1789,  which  I  was  de- 
scribing,— did  draw  tears  from  me  and  wetted  my  paper. 
These  tears  came  a^ain  into  my  eyes,  almost  as  often  as  I 
looked  at  the  description ; — ^they  may  again.  You  do  not 
believe  this  fact,  nor  that  these  are  my  real  feelings ;  but  that 
the  whole  is  affected,  or,  as  jom  express  it,  downright  foppery. 
My  friend, — I  tell  you  it  is  truth ;  and  that  it  is  true,  and 
will  be  truth,  when  you  and  I  are  no  more ;  and  wiU  exist 

'  The  MS.  of  this  letter  is  not  the  original,  and  probably  there  has 
been  lome  error  in  copying  these  words. 
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as  long  as  men  with  their  natural  feelings  shall  exist.  I 
shall  say  no  more  on  this  foppery  of  mine.  Oh !  by  the  way, 
you  ask  me  how  long  I  have  been  an  admirer  d  German 
ladies  ?  Always  the  same.  Present  me  the  idea  of  such 
massacres  about  any  German  lady  here,  and  such  attempts 
to  assassinate  her,  and  such  a  triumphant  procession  from 
"Windsor  to  the  Old  Jewry,  and  I  assure  you,  I  shall  be  quite 
as  full  of  natural  concern  and  just  indignation. 

As  to  the  other  points,  they  deserve  serious  consideration, 
and  thej  shall  have  it.  I  certainly  cannot  profit  quite  so 
much  by  your  assistance  as  if  we  agreed.  In  that  case,  eTeiy 
correction  would  be  forwarding  the  design.  We  should  work 
with  one  common  view.  But  it  is  impossible  that  any  man 
can  correct  a  work  according  to  its  true  spirit,  who  is  opposed 
to  its  object,  or  can  help  the  expression  of  what  he  thinks 
should  not  be  expressed  at  all. 

I  should  agree  with  you  about  the  vileness  of  the  contro^ 
versy  with  sueh  miscreants  as  the  "  Eevolution  Society  "  and 
the  "  National  Assembly  ;'*  and  I  know  very  well  that  they, 
as  well  as  their  allies,  the  Indian  delinquents,  will  darken  the 
air  with  their  arrows.  But  I  do  not  yet  think  they  have  the 
advowson  of  reputation.  I  shall  try  that  point.  My  dear 
sir,  you  think  of  nothing  but  controversies ;  '^  I  challenge 
into  the  field  of  battle,  and  retire  defeated,  &c."  If  their 
having  the  last  word  be  a  defeat,  they  most  assuredly  will 
defeat  me.  But  I  intend  no  controversy  with  Dr.  Price,  op 
Lord  Shelbume,  or  any  other  of  their  set.  I  mean  to  set  in 
full  view  the  danger  from  their  wicked  principles  and  their 
black  hearts.  I  intend  to  state  the  true  principles  of  our 
constitution  in  church  and  state,  upon  grounds  opposite  to 
theirs.  If  any  one  be  the  better  for  the  example  made  of 
them,  and  for  this  exposition,  well  and  good.  I  mean  to  do 
my  best  to  expose  them  to  the  hatred,  ridicule,  and  contempt 
or  the  whole  world ;  as  I  always  shall  expose  such  calumni- 
ators, hypocrites,  sowers  of  sedition,  and  approvers  of  murder 
and  all  its  triumphs.  When  I  have  done  that,  they  may  have 
the  field  to  themselves ;  and  I  care  very  little  how  they  tri- 
umph over  me,  since  I  hope  they  wiU  not  be  able  to  draw 
me  at  their  heels,  and  carry  my  head  in  triumph  on  their 
poles. 

I  have  been  interrupted,  and  have  said  enough.    Adieu ! 
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b^eve  me  always  sensible  of  your  fnendship ;  though  it  is 
impossible  that  a  greater  difference  can  exist  on  earth  than, 
unfortunately  for  me,  there  is  on  those  subjects,  between 
jour  sentiments  and  mine. 

EnM.  Burke. 

TO   CAPTAIN  WOOPrOED.* 

Sib,  Ihike  Street,  St.  James's,  February  11th,  1791. 

I  must  beg  your  favourable  interpretation  of  my  Jong 
silence.  I  have  really  been  engaged  in  business  which  has 
occupied  my  whole  mind,  and  made  me  somewhat  negligent 
in  the  attentions  which  are  most  justly  due  from  me. 
Amongst  these  I  must  reckon  what  I  owe  to  you,  for  your 
communication  of  the  sentiments  of  the  Abb^  Maury,  and 
for  the  very  polite  and  obliging  manner  in  which  you  have 
made  that  communication. 

I  have  to  thank  you  for  the  excellent  speeches  of  the 
Abb^,  which,'until  your  goodness  furnished  me  with  them, 
I  hi^d  never  read.  I  had  never  before  se^i  anything  of  his, 
which  could  furnish  a  proper  idea  of  his  manner  of  treating 
a  subject.  I  had  seen  him  only  in  detached  pieces ;  ana 
sometimes,  I  apprehend,  under  the  disadvantage  of  a  repre- 
sentation of  his  enemies.  Even  in  that  form,  I  thought  I 
perceived  the  traces  of  a  superior  mind.  The  pieces  which 
you  have  been  so  kind  to  put  in  my  hands  have  more  than 
justified  the  ideas  I  had  formed  of  him  &om  reputation.  I 
find  there  a  bold,  manly,  commanding,  haughty  tone  of  elo- 
quence, free  and  rapid,  and  fiill  of  resources ;  but  admiring 
as  I  do  his  eloquence,  I  admire  much  more  his  unwearied 
perseverance,  his  invincible  constancy,  his  firm  intrepidity, 
nis  undaunted  courage,  and  his  noble  defiance  of  vulgar 
opinion  and  popular  clamour.  These  are  real  foundations  of 
glory.  Whenever  he  shall  get  rid  of  the  dangers  of  his  in- 
vidabiliiy,  and  shall  wish  to  relax  in  the  ease  and  free  inter- 
course of  this  land  of  slavery  (in  which  he  has  nothing  to 
dread  from  a  committee  of  researches,  or  the  excellent  laws 
of  lese'imtum),  he  shall,  with  a  very  sincere  and  open  heart, 
receive  from  me  the  accolade  ehevaleresqtte,  which  ne  conde- 

>  Captain  Woodford,  probably,  had  lately  juat  returned  from  Paris. 
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acends  to  desire ;  for  he  has  acquitted  himself  en  preuz  che- 
valier, and  as  a  valiant  champion  in  the  cause  of  honour, 
virtue,  and  noble  sentiments, — ^in  the  cause  of  his  king  and 
his  country, — ^in  the  cause  of  law,  religion,  and  liberty.  Be 
pleased  oiiyto  express  my  sorrow,  that  the  mediocrity  of  my 
situation,  and  the  very  bad  French  which  I  speak,  will  neither 
.  of  them  suffer  me  to  entertain  him  with  the  distinction  I  should 
wish  to  show  him.  I  will  do  the  best  I  can.  I  have  had  the 
Count  de  Mirabeau  in  my  house ;  will  he  submit  afterwards 
to  enter  under  the  same  roof  ?  I  will  have  it  purified  and 
expiated,  and  I  shall  look  into  the  best  formulas  from  the 
time  of  Homer  downwards,  for  that  pun)ose.  I  wiU  do 
everything  but  imitate  the  Spaniard,  who  burned  his  house 
because  the  Connetable  de  Bourbon  had  been  lodged  in  it. 
That  ceremony  is  too  expensive  for  my  finances.  Anything 
else  I  shaU  readily  submit  to  for  its  purification ;  for  I  am 
extremely  superHitious,  and  think  his  coming  into  it  was  of 
evil  augury ;  worse,  a  great  deal,  than  the  crows,  which  the 
Abbe  will  find  continiudly^  flying  about  me.  Ifr  is  his  having 
been  in  so  many  prisons  in  France  that  has  proved  so  omin- 
ous to  them  all.  Let  the  Hall  of  the  National  Assembly 
look  to  itself,  and  take  means  of  averting  the  same  iU  aus- 
pices that  threaten  it.  Thev  are  a  fine  nation  that  send  their 
monarchs  to  prison,  and  take  their  successors  from  the  jails ! 
The  birth  of  such  monsters  has  made  me  as  superstitious  as 
Livy.  A  friend  of  mine,  just  come  from  Paris,  tells  me  he 
was  present  when  the  Count  de  Mirabeau — I  beg  his  par- 
don,— Mr.  Bicquetti,*  thought  proper  to  entertain  the  assem- 
bly with  his  opinion  of  me.  I  only  answer  him  by  referring 
him  to  the  wobld's  opinion  of  him,  I  have  the  happiness 
not  to  be  disapproved  by  my  sovereign.  I  can  bear  the 
frowns  of  Bicquetti  the  First,  who  is  theirs.  I  am  safe  under 
the  British  laws. '  I  do  n't  intend  to  put  myself  in  the  way 
of  his  inquisition,  or  of  his  lanteme;  which  I  consider  as 
much  more  dangerous  to  honest  men,  though  not  to  him, 
than  the  Bastile  was  formerly.  If  I  were  to  go  to  France,  I 
should  think  the  government  of  Louis  the  Sixteenth  much 
more  favourable  to  liberty  than  that  of  their  present  king, 
Eicquetti  the  First.      In  one  thing,  indeed,  I  find  him, 

^  Ricquetti  was  the  family  name  of  Mirabeau,  and  which  during  the 
Resolution  he  used  in  preference. 
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though  he  was  a  bad  subject,  to  me  at  least  a  kind  sovereign ; 
since,  in  speaking  of  me,  he  has  done  it  in  the  only  way 
which  could  contribute  either  to  my  satisfaction  or  reputa- 
tion. To  be  the  subject  of  M.  JBicquetti's  invectives  and  of 
Abb6  Maury's  approoation  'at  the  same  time,  is  an  honour  to 
which  little  can  be  added.  Mirabeau,  in  his  jail,  would  be 
an  object  of  my  pity ;  on  his  throne  (which,  by  the  sport  of 
fortune,  may  be  the  reward  of  what  commonly  leads  to  what 
I  do  n't  choose  to  name)  he  is  the  object  pf  my  disdain. 
For  vice  is  never  so  odious,  and  to  rational  eyes  never  so 
contemptible,  as  when  it  usurps  and  disgraces  the  natural  v 
place  or  virtue ;  and  virtue  is  never  more  amiable  to  all  who 
nave  a  true  taste  for  beauty,  than  when  she  is  naked,  and 
stripped  of  all  the  borrowed  ornaments  of  fortune.  Mons. 
Cazales  and  Abb6  Maury  have  derived  advantages  to  their 
fame  from  their  disasters,  which,  they  never  could  have  had 
from  the  most  prosperous  event  of  their  conflicts;  which, 
however,  I  wish  may  come  in  the  end,  not  for  their  own 
sakes,  but  for  the  benefit  of  mankind. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Edm.  Btjeke. 

TO  LOED   GEENTILLE. 

Beconsfield,  August  18th,  1792. 
I  DO  not  know  whether  I  can  perfectljr  justify  myself 
in  venturing  to  trouble  your  lordship,  in  my  imperfect  state 
of  knowledge,  with  any  suggestions  of  mine.  JBut  I  trust, 
that  however  weak  you  may  find  my  notions,  you  will  believe 
that  they  are  formed  with  general  good  intentions,  and  that 
they  are  laid  before  you  with  all  possible  respect  to  yourself 
and  to  your  colleagues,  and  with  real  good  wishes  for  what- 
ever may  contribute  to  your  reputation  in  the  conduct  of  the 
king's  business. 

tSio  late  shocking,  though  long  expected,  event  at  Paris, 
has  rendered,  in  my  opinion,  every  step  that  shall  be  taken 
with  regard  to  France,  at  this  conjuncture,  extremely  de- 
licate. 

The  part  of  a  neutral  power  is,  in  itself,  delicate ;  but  par- 
ticularly so  in  a  case  in  which  it  is  impossible  to  suppose 
that,  in  this  neutrality,  there  should  not  be  some  lurking 
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■wish  in  favonr  of  one  of  the  parties  in  tlie  Contest.  The  con* 
duct  of  such  a  power  will  be  looked  up  to  with  hope  and  fear 
during  the  contention.  Everything  which  such  a  power 
says  or  does,  will  be  construed  by  an  implication  to  the  dr^- 
cumstances. 

The  present  circumstances  are  an  attack  upon  the  king  of 
Prance's  palace ;  the  murder  oi  all  who  w^re  found  in  it ; 
the  imprisonment  of  the  king ;  his  suspension,  stated  bj  the 
Action  itself  as  a  deposition ;  acts  of  violence  which  have 
obliged  the  majority  of  the  national  assembly  to  abs^it 
themselves  from  their  functions ;  add  to  these,  the  int^ition^ 
not  in  the  least  ambiguous,  of  bringing  the  king  and  queen 
to  a  trial ;  the  resolution  expressed  Dy  many  of  putting  them 
to  death,  with  or  without  that  formality.  The  effect  of  Idiese 
things,  from  their  very  nature,  and  from  the  nature  of  men, 
as  well  as  frt)m  the  principle  on  which  they  are  done^  at  a 
time  when  theories  are  rashly  formed,  and  readily  pass  from 
speculation  into  practice,  and  when  ill  examples,  at  all  timef> 
apt  to  infect,  are  so  unusually  contagious,  it  is  unneceesarj 
for  me  to  state  to  one  of  your  lordship's  sagacity  and  pene- 
tration. 

This  last  revolution,  whatever  name  it  may  assume,  at 
present  bears  no  one  character  of  &  national  act.  It  is 
the  act  only  of  some  desperate  persons,  inhabitants  of 
one  city  onfy,  instigating  and  hiring  at  an  enormous  ex- 
pense the  lowest  of  the  people,  to  destroy  the  monarch 
and  the  mcniarchy,  with  whatever  else  is  respectable  in  so* 
ciety.  Not  one  oflScer  of  the  national  guards  of  Paris,  -which 
officers  are  composed  of  nothing  higher  than  ffood  tradesmen, 
has  ^peared  in  this  business.  It  is  not  yet  adopted  througli'- 
out  France  by  any  one  class  of  people.  No  regular  govem^- 
ment  of  any  country  has  yet  an  object  with  which  they  can 
decently  treat  in  !France,  or  to  which  they  can  rationallj 
make  any  official  declaration  whatsoever. 

In  such  a  state  of  things,  to  address  the  present  heads  of  the 
insurrection,  put  by  them  into  the  nominal  administratiTe 
departments  of  state  office,  is  to  give  a  direct  sanction  to 
their  authority  on  the  part  of  the  court  of  G-reat  Britain. 
To  this  time,  the  king  of  France's  name  has  i^peared  to 
every  public  act  and  instrument ;  and  all  office  i^ansactiona 
to  our  court,  and  to  every  other  foreign  court,  have  appear- 
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ed  in  tlieir  usual  form.  If  we  pleased,  it  was  in  our  power 
to  shut  our  eyes  to  everything  else;  but  this  is  now  no 
longer  possible.  I  should,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  submit  it 
to  consideration,  whether  to  recognise  the  leaders  in  the  late 
mm^rous  insurrection  as  the  actual  governors  of  France 
is  not^  at  best,  a  little  premature.^  Perhaps  it  may  be  a 
doubt,  as  a  matter  of  sound  palicy,  whether  more  would  not 
be  lost  by  ttiis  hasty  recognition  on  the  side  of  ike  great, 
settled,  and  acknowledged  pawers,  than  we  can  hope  to  gain 
by  pressing  to  pay  our  court  to  this,  at  best,  unformed  smd 
embryo  potentate.  I  take  it  for  granted,  that  it  will  not  be 
easy  for  Lord  Gower  ^  to  continue  in  his  present  situation. 
If  it  were  even  thought  for  the  dignity  of  this  crown,  no 
man  of  honour  and  spirit  would  submit  to  it.  It  is  a  sacri- 
fice too  great*  to  be  made,  of  all  generous  and  noble  feeling. 
I  should  humbly  propose  it  for  cotisideration,  whetherj  on 
his  retreat,  great  reserve  ought  not  to  be  used  with  regard 
to  an^  declaration,.  If  any  person  standing  in  the  place  of  a 
minister  should  apply  to  him  for  an  explanation,  he  ought,  in 
my  poor  opinion,  to  be  absolutely  iUent  But  if  that  should 
not  be  thought  the  best  course,  he  might  say  that  he  had 
had  leave  to  return  on  his  private  afEairs.  The  king  of  Spain 
l^s  no  minister  at  Paris,  yet  his  neutrality  hae  hitherto  been 
complete.  The  neutrality  of  this  court  has  already  been 
moee  than  once  declared.  M  this  moment,  any  over-prompt 
and  aJSected  new  declaration  on  that  subject,  made  to  the 
persons  who  have  lately  vaulted  into  the  seat  of  government, 
after  commitling  so  many  atrocious  acts,  and  threatening 
mo^  would  have  all  the  force  and  effect  of  a  declaration  m 
their  favour.  Although  it  should  be  covered  with  mollifying 
expressions  with  regard  to  the  king's  personal  safety  (which 
will  be  considered  as  nothing  but  a  sacrifice  to  decorum  and 
ceremony,  and  as  mere  words  of  course),  it  will  appear  to 
the  Jacobin  £i,etion  as  a  direct  recommendaHon  to  their  medi* 
tatedact  ef  re^ieide ;  knowing,  as  the  world  does,  their  dk- 
positions,  their  menaces,  their  preparations,  and  the  whole 
train  of  the  existing  eircumstances.  In  that  case,  to  say, 
"  I  hope  you  mean  no  ill,  and  I  recommend  it  to  you  to  do 
no  ill,  but  do  what  you  please,  you  have  nothing  to  fear  firom 

^  At  this  tine  om  ambassador  at  Paris. 
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me,"  would  be  plainly  to  call  upon  them  to  proceed  to  any 
lei^hs  their  wickedness  might  carry  them. 

It  is  a  great  doubt  with  me,  whether  a  declaration  to  this 
new  power,  a  creature  almost  literally  of  yesterday,  and  a 
creature  of  treasonable  and  murderous  riot  of  the  loweM; 
people  in  one  city,  is  not  a  substantial  breach  of  the  neutral- 
ity promised  to  the  power  to  whom  originally  the  neutrality 
was  assured,  on  the  interposition  of  foreign  powers ;  namely,  to 
the  most  Christian  king.  To  take  the  mrst  opportunity,  with 
the  most  extraordinary  haste,  to  remove  all  fears  from  the 
minds  of  his  assassins,  is  tantamount  to  taking  a  part  against 
him.  Much  I  fear,  that  though  nothing  coidd  be  more  re- 
mote from  the  intention  of  this  court,  yet  if  such  a  de- 
claration were  made,  and  if  the  act  of  atrocity  apprehended 
should  actually  take  place,  we  shaU  be  considered  as  ready 
accomplices  in  it,  and  a  sort  of  accessaries  before  the  fact; 
particularly  when  no  declaration  on  the  part  of  our  court  has 
been  called  for  by  the  new  power,  and  that,  as  yet,  they 
have  no  minister  at  this  court.  If  the  step  of  the  recall  of 
our  minister  (supposine;  such  a  step  in  contemplation)  should 
produce  any  fears  in  them,  I  see  no  ,use  in  removing  those 
fears.  On  our  part,  the  navy  of  France  is  not  so  formidable 
that  I  think  we  have  any  just  ground  of  apprehension  that 
she  will  make  war  upon  us.  It  is  not  the  enmity,  but  the 
fi^iendship  of  France  that  is  truly  terrible.  Her  intercourse, 
her  example,  the  spread  of  her  doctrines,  are  the.  most  dread- 
ful of  her  arms. 

I  do  not  see  what  a  nation  loses  in  reputation  or  in  safety, 
by  keeping  its  conduct  in  its  own  power.  I  "think  such  a 
state  of  freedom  in  the  use  of  a  moral  and  political  reserve 
in  such  unheard-of  circumstances  can  be  well  justified  to 
any  sovereign  abroad,  or  to  any  person  or  party  at  home.  I 
perceive  that  much*  pains  are  taken  by  the  Jacobins  of  Eng- 
land to  propagate  a  notion,  that  one  state  has  not  a  right  to 
interfere  according  to  its  discretion  in  the  interior  affairs  of 
another.  This  strange  notion  can  only  be  supported  by  a 
confusion  of  ideas,  and  by  not  distinguishing  the  case  of  re- 
bellion and  sedition  in  a  neighbouring  country,  and  taking  a 
part  in  the  divisions  of  a  country  when  they  do  prevail,  and 
are  actually  formed.  In  the  first  case  there  is  undoubtedly 
more  difficulty  than  in  the  second,  in  which  there  is  clearly 
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no  difficulty  at  allv  To  iat«*fere  in  such  dissensions  required 
great  pru&nce  and  circumspeotion,  and  a  serious  att^tion 
to  justice,  and  to  tiie  policy  of  one's  own  country,  as  well  as 
to  that  of  Europe.  But  an  abstract  principle  of  public  law, 
forbidding  such  interference,  is  not  supported  by  the  reason 
of  that  law,  nor  by  the  authorities  on  tne  subject,  nor  by  the 
practice  of  this  kmgdom,  nor  by  that  of  any  civilized  nation 
m  the  w(»rld.  This  nation  owes  its  laws  and  liberties,  his 
Majesty  owes  the  throne  on  which  he  sits,  to  the  contrary 
principle.  The  several  treaties  of  guarantee  to  the  Protest- 
ant succession,  more  than  once  recMmed,  affirm  tiie  principle 
of  interference,  which  in  a  manner  forms  the  basis  of  the 
public  law  in  Europe.  A  more  mischieyous  idea  cannot  ex- 
ist, than  that  any  degree  of  wickedness,  violence,  and  op- 
pression may  prevail  in  a  country,  that  the  most  abomin-' 
able,  murderous,  and  exterminating  rebellions  may  rage  iii 
it,  or  the  most  atrocious  and  bloody  tyranny  may  domineer, 
uad  that  no  neighbouring  power  can  take  cognizance  of  either, 
or  afford  succour  to  the  miserable  sufferers. 

I  trust  your  lordship  will  have  the  goodness  to  excuse 
the  freedoih  taken  by  an  old  member  of  parliament.  The 
habits  of  l^e  House  of  Commons  teach  a  Mberty,  perha{>s 
improper,  with  regard  to  office.  But  be  assured,  there  is 
nothing  in  mine  that  has  t^e  smallest  mixture  of  hostility ; 
and  it  will,  I  trust,  appear  that  my  motives  are  candid  and 
fiiendly,  if  ever  this  amur  should  come  into  discussion  in  the 
House  of  Commons^  and  I  should  feel  myself  called  on  to 
deliver  my  opinions.  If  I  were,  as  formerly  I  have  been,  in 
systematic  opposition  (most  assuredly  I  am  not  so  now),  I 
liad  much  rather,  according  to  my  practice  in  more  instances 
than  one,  respectfully  to  state  a  doubt  to  ministers  whilst  a 
measure  is  depending,  than  to  reproach  them  afterwards  with 
its  consequences  in  my  place.  What  I  write  will,  I  hope,  at 
worst,  be  thought  the  intrusion  of  an  importunate  Mend.  I 
am  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  faction  of  the  English  Ja- 
cobins, though  a  little  under  a  cloud  for  the  present,  is 
neither  destroyed  nor  disheartened.  The  fire  is  still  alive 
under  the  ashes.  Every  encouragement,  direct  or  indirect, 
given  to  their  brethren  in  Erance  stirs  and  animates  the 
embers.  So  sure  as  we  have  an  existence,  if  these  things 
should  go  on  in  France,  as  go  on  they  may,  so  sure  it  is  that 
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in  the  ripeness  of  their  time,  the  same  tragedies  will  be  acted 
in  England.  Carra,  and  Condorcet,  and  Santerre,  and 
Manuel,  and  Petion,  and  their  brethren  the  Priestleys,  the 
Coopers,  and  the  Watts — ^the  deputies  of  the  body  of  the 
dissenters  and  others  at  Manchester,  who  embraced  Carra  in 
the  midst  of  the  Jacobin  club ; — ^the  revolution-society  that 
received  Petion  in  London ; — ^the  whole  race  of  the  affiliated^ 
who  are  numerous  and  powerful,  whose  principles,  disposi- 
tions, and  wishes  are  the  verv  same,  are  as  closely  connected 
as  ever ;  and  they  do  not  fail  to  mark  and  to  use  everything 
that  shows  a  remissness,  or  any  equivocal  appearance,  in  go- 
vernment, to  their  advantage.  I  conceive  that  the  Duke 
of  Brunswick  is  as  much  fighting  the  battle  of  the  crown  of 
England  as  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  did  at  Culloden.  I 
conceive  that  any  unnecessary  declarations  on  our  part  will 
be  to  him,  and  to  those  who  are  disposed  to  put  a  bound  to 
the  empire  of  anarchy  and  assassination,  a  sig^  discourage- 
ment. The  cause  of  my  dread,  and  perhaps  over-ofBcious, 
anxiety  at  this  time,  has  arisen  firom  what  (you  will  have 
the  goodness  to  pardon  me)  I  thought  rather  too  much  readp- 
nes9  to  declare  on  other  oeeaaions.  Perhaps  I  talk  of  a  thine 
lot  at  all  in  contemplation.  If  no  thoughts  of  the  kind 
have  been  entertained,  your  lordship  will  be  pleased  to  con- 
sider this  as  waste  paper.  It  is,  at  any  rate,  but  as  a  hint  to 
yourself,  and  requires  no  answ^. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 

Edm.  Bubke. 

to  hbs.  cbbwe.^ 
Mt  deab  Madam,  No  date.  Probably  the  end  of  1794. 
Mrs.  Burke  has  shown  me  what  you  have  written 
about  the  conversations  which  came  to  your  ears  relative  to 
the  allowance  which  the  committee  makes  to  the  French 
clergy.  To  be  sure,  those  who  go  about  begging  must  ex- 
pect to  hear,  and  they  ought  patiently  to  bear,  a  great  many 
churlish  things.  One  object  to  many  people,  either  in  giving 
or  xefusing,  is  to  exerdse  a  sort  of  power.    It  is  a  sort  (H 

'  Wife  of  John  Crewe,  Esq.,  many  years  M.  P.  for  Cheshire,  and 
raised  to  the  peerage  in  1806.  Her  portrait  was  painted  by  Sir  Jodma 
Reynolds,  and  will  be  found  in  the  2nd  vol.  of  his  engraved  Woiks. 
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purcbase  of  tbeir  benevolence,  to  let  them  indulge  them- 
ielves  in  a  sort  of  dominion.  I  really  am  in  doubt  whether 
it  answers  any  purpose  to  give  to  many  of  this  deseription 
any  answer ;  for  what  they  say  is  not  from  doubt  that  aims 
at  being  satisfied,  but  from  sheer  ill-nature  and  perverseness, 
and  to  prevent  other  people  from  doing  the  good  which  they 
are  unwilling  to  do  inemselves.  Who  told  them  that  Mr. 
Wilmot  and  his  committee  allow  a  farthing  more  than4s  ab- 
solutely necessary  ?  Who  told  them  that  they  who  live  in 
London  are  not  the  best  judges  of  what  will  maintain  a  man 
there  ?  Who  told  them  that  these  unfortunate  victims  of 
our  common  cause  live  in  luxury  ?  Who  told  them  that  it 
is  not  more  difficult  for  them  to  be  persuaded  to  receive  the 
most  scanty  measure  of  their  necessities,  than  to  persuade 
the  committee  to  give  it?  We  know  that  the  charity  of 
many  people  is  so  closelv  connected  with  the  idea  of  sturdy 
beggars,  vagrants,  and  thieves,  that  they  can  hardly  separate 
from  them  the  objects  of  benevolence  in  their  own  minds. 
The  first  process  in  their  scheme  of  humanity  is  the  hatred 
and  contempt  of  those  who  are  to  profit  by  it.  In  their  idea 
of  relief,  there  is  always  included  something  of  punishment. 
But  we  must  pass  them.  I  trust  that  manv  will  be  still 
found  of  a  pure  and  unmixed  good-nature,  which  many  have 
shown,  and  which  you  show  abundantly.  What  is  enough  f 
It  is  a  word  of  large  import  with  regard  te  ourselves, — ^very 
limited  with  regard  te  others.  However,  if  there  be  any 
benevolent  people  that  are  entangled  with  these  objections, 
^ou  will  bid  them  consider  what  a  footman's  board  wa^es  is 
in  London,  who  has  his  master's  house  te  lodge  in,  and  has 
his  firing,  and  candle-light,  and  clothing  founcL  To  be  sure 
if  we  coiild  collect  the  whole  inte  one  house,  as  is  the  case 
of  about  600  that  are  collected  at  Winchester,  they  might 
be  in  London,  as  these  are  at  Winchester,  maintamed  for 
less  monev.  But  to  build  and  furnish  a  house  in  London, 
capable  of  containing  1500,  or  indeed  half  the  number,  would 
exhaust  more  money  than  we  have.  The  same  objection 
would  be  to  the  hiring  and  fumishiiig  of  several  houses.  It 
was  on  full  consideration  that  the  committee  fixed  this  allow- 
ance. At  first  it  was  not  sufficient,  and  on  a  calculation 
which  I  m^lf  presented  te  the  committee,  it  was  raised  te 
thirteen  shillings ;  but  as  these  worthy  and  diicontented  peo- 
2  I  2 
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pie  began  to  know  a  little  better  the  ways  of  ike  town,  and 
m  wliat  maimer  they  might  pack  £our  or  fi^re  together  in  a 
miseral:^  room,  in  which  thej  might  cook  their  Yictoals  in. 
common,  tliey  them8eh«e  prc^oeed  the  reduction.  How 
they  made  it  answer,  I  know  not ;  but  I  «m  sore  that,  in 
London,  the  committee,  if  they  luj^mrtook  the  matter,  oonld 
not  maintam  them  at  a  much  Luger  price.  As  to  dotinng, 
exc^  for  a  few,  who  were  at  first  in  a  manner  stripped 
naked,  no  proYision  has  been  made.  The  mannw  of  kvmg 
of  common  soldiers  is  in  the  ey^  of  these  objectors ;  but  they 
forget  that,  in  quarters,  the  inn^keepers  are  obliged  to  find 
for  the  soldiers  lodging,  fire,  candle-light,  small-beer,  salt, 
and  vinegar,  gratis,  l£^8e  are  large  blips.  Then  ^e  eoo- 
nomical  discipline  of  the  army  is  itself  a  helps,  which  in  no 
part  of  civil  bfe  can  be  had.  Some  of  the  clergy  cut  oS  two 
(NT  three  of  l^ir  scanty  meals  in  a  we^  to  olol^e  thems^ves. 
At  Winchester,  Lady  Eoobipgham  has  given  600  flann^ 
waistcoats,  besides  furnishing  something  towards  the  con- 
jrioyment  of  those  who  can  earn  sometiiing  by  trades.  The 
people  at  large,  and  individuals,  have  done  much.  I  hope 
they  will  not  be  tired  of  doing  good  to  these  refugees,  m 
whom  they  may  contemplate  at  their  ease  what  their  own 
mtuation  would  in£iJlibly  have  been,  had  our  English  Jaeo> 
bins  succeeded;  with  this  unhappy  difference  against  ns, 
that  the  French  Jacobins  would  not  have  left  us  a  place  of 
retreat.  Adieu !  my  dear  madam.  God  bless  you,  and  give 
success  to  your  design ! 

Tours  ever, 

Ebm.  Bvkkb. 

Sanqah  More,  hj  all  meaas.  There  is  a  book  published 
by  Abb4  Baruel,  which  contains  the  most  au^le  account  of 
this  persecution  which  haa  aj^eared ;  I  believe  perfectly  to 
be  depended  uppn,  Matters  h^ve  coioe  to  my  knowledge 
which  convince  me  that  he  Mis  short  rather  wan  exceeds. 
It  is  called  '*  Histoire  du  Clerge  pendant  la  Bevolution  !Fnai-« 
^oise."  Your  bookseller  can  get  it.  WiUiam  Buj^e  has 
taken  to  town  Brisfot's  book*  Oa^al^s  presents  his  devoirs. 
I  pity,  from  my  soul,  those  French,  who  n^tiier  know  how 
to  reioice  or  to  be  afflicted  at  any  good  news  on  our  part. 
The  best  wishes  of  all  here  to  Mr.  Crewe. 
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TO  BET.  DB.   HUS8BY. 

Mt  diab  Snt,  Beconflfield,  Mty  18, 1795. 

I  don't  know  quietly  why  I  un  i»o  unwilling  to 
write  hj  the  post.  I  h&ve  Httle  to  say  l^t  might  not  he 
known  to  the  world ;  at  the  same  time,  there  is  tfomei^ing 
unpleasMut  in  talking  the  confidential  language  of  Mendship 
in  the  public  theatre.  It  is  still  worse  to  put  it  into  the 
power  of  any  one  to  make  tmfidtfaful  repres^itations  of  it,  or 
to  make  it  the  subject  of  malkions  comments,  t  thank  you 
lor  your  letter ;  it  is  fbll  of  that  good  s^ise  and  good  tem- 
p^,  as  well  as  of  that  fortitude,  which  are  natiaral  to  you. 
Since  persons  of  so  much  greater  authority  than  I  am,  and  ci 
so  much  better  judgma[it,  are  of  opkdon  you  ought  to  stay, 
it  was  clearly  rififht  for  you  to  remain  at  all  risks.  Indeed, 
if  it  could  be  done  with  tolerable  safety,  I  wished  you  to 
watch  oyer  the  cradle  of  those  seminaries,  on  which  the  fti- 
ti^e  weal  or  woe  of  Ireland  essentii^  dep^bds.  ¥ar  you,  I 
dread  the  reyoluticmary  tribunal  of  Drogheda.  For  the  coun<^ 
try,  if  some  proper  mode  of  educatitm  is  not  adopted,  I  trem- 
ble for  the  spread  of  atheism  amongst  the  CatnoHcs.  I  do 
not  like  the  style  of  the  meeting*  in  Frsncis  Street.  The 
t<Mie  was  wholly  Jacobinical.  In  parliament,  the  language  of 
ypur  Mends  (one  only  excepted)  was  what  it  ought  to  be. 
But  that  one  speech,  tiiough  full  of  fire  and  animation,  was 
not  warmed  with  the  fire  of  heayen.  I  tim  Botty  fot  it.  I 
haye  seen  that  gmitleman  but  once.  He  is  certainly  a  man 
of  ports ;  but  one  who  has  dealt  too  much  in  the  philosophy 
of  rrance.  Justace,  prudence,  t^demess,  moderation,  and 
Christian  charity,  ougot  to  become  the  measures  of  tolerance; 
and  not  a  cold  apathy,  or^  indeed,  rather  a  sayage  hatred,  to 
all  religion,  and  an  ayowed  contempt  of  aU  those  points  on 
whieh  we  differ,  and  on  those  about  wldoh  We  agt<ee.  If  what 
was  said  in  Frauds  Street  was  in  the  first  hea^  it  might  be 
excused.  They  were  gi^en  to  understand  that  a  change  of 
administration,  short  only  g£  a  reyolution  in  yiolence,  was 
made,  only  on  account  of  a  disposition  in  a  Lord^Lieutenant 
to  fayour  Cath<^cs.  Many  proyokixig  circumstances  attend- 
ed the  business ;  not  the  least  of  tl^m  was,  that  they  saw 
themselves  deliyered  oyer  to  their  enemies,  on  lio  other 

>  The  assembly  of  the  iloman  Catholics  held  April  9th,  1795,  in 
Fraaeia  Street  Chapel. 
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apparent  ground  of  merit  than  that  they  were  such.  All 
tni8  is  very  true ;  but  under  every  provocation  they  ought 
not  to  be  irritated  by  their  enemies  out  of  their  princi- 
ples and  out  of  their  senses.  The  language  of  the  day 
went  pkinly  to  a  senaration  of  the  two  kingdoms.  GKkL  for- 
bid that  anything  like  it  ^ould  ever  happen !  They  would 
bodi  be  ruined  by  it ;  but  Ireland  would  suffer  most  and  first. 
The  thing,  however,  is  impossible.  Those  who  should  att^npt 
that  improbability  would  oe  undone.  If  ever  the  arms,  which, 
indirectlv,  tiiese  orators  seem  to  menace,  were  to  be  taken 
up,  surely  the  Uireat  of  such  a  measure  is  not  wise,  as  it 
could  add  nothing  to  their  strength,  but  would  give  ev&cy 
possible  advantage  to  their  enemies.  It  is  a  foolish  language, 
adopted  from  the  united  Irishmen,  that  their  grievances  ori- 
ginate from  England.  The  direct  contrary.  It  is  an  as- 
cendancy which  some  of  their  own  factions  have  obtained 
here,  that  has  hurt  the  Catholics  with  this  government.  It 
is  not  as  an  English  government  that  ministers  act  in  that 
maimer,  but  as  assisting  a  party  in  Ireland.  When  they  talk 
of  dissolving  thems^vesas  a  Catholic  body,  and  mixing  their 
grievances  with  those  of  their  country,  aU  I  have  to  say  is, 
that  they  lose  their  own  importance  as  a  body  by  this  amal- 
gamation ;  and  they  sink  real  matters  of  complfunt  in  those 
which  are  flM^tious  and  imaginary.  For  in  the  name  of  Gkni, 
what  grievance  has  Ireland,  as  Ireland,  to  complain  of  with 
regard  to  G^reat  Britain ;  unless  the  protection  of  the  most 
powerful  country  upon  earth, — giving  all  her  privileges,  with- 
out exception,  in  common  to  Ir^and,  and  reserving  to  herself 
only  the  painful  preeminence  of  ten-fold  biurthens,  be  a  mat- 
ter of  complaint.  The  subject,  as  a  subject,  Is  as  firee  in  Ire- 
land as  he  is  in  England.  As  a  member  of  the  empire,  an 
Irishman  has  every  privilege  of  a  natural-bom  EnghshmaUy 
in  every  part  of  it,  in  every  occupation,  and  in  every  branch 
of  commerce.  No  monopoly  is  established  a^eainst  him  any- 
where ;  and  the  great  staple  manufacture  of  Ireland  is  not 
only  net  prohibited,  not  only  not  discouraged,  but  it  is  privi- 
leged in  a  manner  that  has  no  example.  The  provision  trade 
is  the  same  ;  nor  does  Ireland,  on  her  paiH^,  take  a  single  ar- 
ticle from  England,  but  what  she  has  with  more  advantage 
than  she  could  have  it  from  any  nation  upon  earth.  I  say 
nothing  of  the  immense  advantage  she  derives  from  the  use 
of  the  English  capital.     In  what  country  upon  earth  is  it, 
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that  a  quantity  of  linens,  the  moment  they  are  lodged  in  the^ 
warehouse,  and  before  the  sale,  would  entitle  the  Iriah  mer- 
chant or  manufacturer  to  draw  bills  on  the  terms,  and  at  the- 
time,  in  which  this  is  done  by  the  warehouseman  on  London? 
Ireland  therefore,  as  Ireland,  whether  it  be  taken  ciyilly, 
constitutionally,  or  commercially,  suffers  no  grievance.  The 
Catholics,  as  Catholics,  do ;  and  what  can  be  got  by  joining 
their  real  complaint  to  a  complaint  which  is  fictitious,  but  to 
make  the  whole  pass  for  fiction  and  groundless  pretence  ?  I 
am  not  a  man  for  construing  with  too  much  rigour  the  ex- 
pressions of  men  under  a  sense  of  ill-usage,  i  know  that 
much  is  to  be  given  to  passion ;  and  I  hope  I  am  more  dis- 
posed to  accuse  the  person  who  provokes  another  to  anger, 
than  the  person  who  gives  way  to  natural  feelings  in  hot  lan- 
guage. If  this  be  afl,  it  is  do  great  matter ;  but,  if  anger 
only  brings  out  a  plan  that  was  before  meditated,  and  laid  up 
in  the  mind,  the  thing  is  more  serious.  The  tenor  of  the 
speeches  in  Francis  Street,  attacking  the  idea  of  an  incor- 
porating union  between  the  two  kingdoms,  expressed  princi- 
ples that  went  the  full  length  of  a  separation,  and  of  a  dis- 
solution of  that  union,  which  arises  firom  their  being  under 
the  same  crown.  That  Ireland  would,  in  that  case,  come  to 
make  a  figure  amongst  the  nations,  is  an  idea  which  has  more 
of  the  ambition  of  individuals  in  it,  than  of  a  sober  regard  to 
the  happiness  of  a  whole  people.  But  if  a  people  were  to 
sacrifice  solid  quiet  to  empty  glory,  as  on  some  occasions  they 
have  done ;  under  the  circumstances  of  Ireland,  she,  most  as- 
suredly, never  would  obtain  that  independent  glory,  but 
would  certainly  lose  all  her  tranquillity,  all  her  prosperity, 
and  even  that  degree  of  lustre  which  she  has,  by  the  very  free 
and  very  honourable  connexion  she  enjoys  witn  a  nation  the 
roost  splendid  and  the  most  powerful  upon  earth.  Ireland, 
eonitiiutionally,  is  independent ;  politically,  she  never  can  be 
so.  It  is  a  struggle  against  nature.  She  must  be  protected, 
and  there  is  no  protection  to  be  found  for  her,  but  either  from 
France  or  England.  France,  even  if  (under  any  form  she 
may  assume)  sne  were  disposed  to  give  the  same  liberal  and 
honourable  protection  to  Ireland,  has  not  the  means,  of  either 
serving  or  hurting  her,  that  are  in  the  hands  of  Gbreat  Bri- 
tain. She  might  make  Ireland  (supnosing  that  kind  of  inde- 
pendence could  be  maintained,  which  for  a  year  I  am  certain 
it  could  not)  a  dreadful  thorn  in  the  side  of  this  kingdom : 
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but  Ireland  would  doarly  by.7  that  malignant  and  infenial 
aalaafiu^oii,  hj  a  depe»4A0ce  upon  a  power,  either  deapc^ic, 
as  Ibrmerlj,  or  aaarcbioAl,  aa  at  fnwex^.  We  aee,  well  ^aou^b, 
the  land  oif  liberty  wbiob  ahe  either  esjoys  herself^  or  is  will- 
mf  to  beatow  oii  others.  Thia  I  aay  with  regard  to  the 
acheme  of  tboae  who  call  thein»^Yea  United  Irishmen;  that 
ia  to  say,  of  those  who,  witiiout  any  regard  to  religion,  club  all 
Idnds  of  diaoontei^ts  together,  in  CHrder  to  produce  all  kinds 
of  disorders.  But  to  speak  to  Catiiolics  as  such,  it  is  plain 
that  whotoYW  security  they  ^ijoy  for  their  religion,  as  well 
as  for  the  many  aoUd  advantages  which,  even  under  the  pre- 
sent reatvic^ns^  they  are  entitled  to,  depends  wholly  upon 
th^  coimexion  with  this  kingdom.  France  is  an  enemjr  to 
all  religion ;  but  eminently,  and  with  a  peculiar  malignity, 
an  enemy  to  the  Catholic  religion,  which  they  mean,  if  th^ 
can,  to  e^Etirpate  tiiroughout  the  globe.  It  is  something  per- 
verse, a44  e¥^  unnatural,  for  Catholics  to  hear  even  the 
sound  of  a  eonn(^on  with  France ;  unless,  under  the  colour 
and  pretext  of  a  it^Ugious  description,  they  should,  as  some 
hav«  dona  in  this  country,  form  themselves  into  a  mischiev- 
ous political  Action,  Catholics,  as  things  now  stand,  hsxe 
all  tl^  ^lendid  abilities,  and  much  of  the  independent  pro- 
perty, in  parliament  in  their  favour,  and  every  Protestant 
(I  believe  with  very  few  exertions)  who  is  T^iHj  a  Chris- 
tian. Should  they  alienate  these  men  from  their  cause,  their 
choice  is  am^crngst  those,  who,  indeed,  may  have  ability,  but 
not  wisdom  or  ^m{>er  in  proportion ;  and  whose  ver^  ability 
is  not  equal,  eithw  in  strength  or  exercise,  to  that  wmch  they 
lose.  Toey  will  have  to  choose  men  of  desperate  property, 
<^of  no  property;  and  men  of  no  religious  and  no  moral 
principle.  Wii^ut  a  Protestant  connexion  of  some  kind  or 
otia^r,  they  cannot  go  on ;  and  here  are  the  two  sorts  of  de- 
scriptious  of  Protestants  betweenivhom  they  have  an  option 
to  make.  In  this  state  of  things,  their  situation,  I  allow,  is 
difficult  and  ddieate*  If  the  better  part  lies  by  in  a  sulien 
sil^ce»  they  still  cannot  hinder  the  more  factious  part  both 
from  speaking  and  from  writing;  and  the  sentiments  of  those 
who  are  silent  will  be  judged  by  the  efiusions  of  the  peo]^e, 
who  do  not  wish  to  conceal  thoughts  that  the  sober  part  of 
mankind  will  not  approve.  On  me  oth^  hand,  if  the  better 
and  more  temperate  part  come  forward  to  disclaim  the  others, 
they  instantly  make  a  breach  in  their  own  party,  of  which  a 
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nmligimnt  en&okj  will  take  »dvttntage  to  croah  them  all.  Thej 
will  praite  ihe  sober  part,  but  Uiej  will  grant  tiiem  notiuBg 
they  shall  deasre;  baj,  they  wiU  make  use  of  their  sabmissioii 
as  a^xwf  that  sober  meu  are  p^eetk  satisfied  in  remaining 
prostoate  uoder  their  o^ressiYe  hands.  These  are  dreadfiu 
oileminMa ;  «ad  they  age  such  as  erer  will  arise,  when  men  in 
power  are  possessed  with  a  crafty  malignant  di^osrticm^  with- 
out any  real  wisdom  or  enlarged  poli^. 

However,  as,  m  everj  case  ^  difficulty,  there  is  a  better  way 
of  proceeding  and  a  worse,  and  that  some  medium  may  be 
found  between  an  abject  aod,  for  that  reason,  an  imprudent 
submission,  and  a  ocmtumacious,  absurd  resi8tance,^-what  I 
would  hfumbly  si^est  is,  that  en  occasion  of  the  declama- 
tions in  the  oewt^aper,  they  should  make,  not  an  apology 
(for  that  is  dishonourable  and  dangerous),  but  a  strong  charge 
on  their  enemies  for  defamation;  disclaiming  the  tenets, 
practices,  and  designs  impudently  attributed  to  them,  and 
assorting,  in  cool,  modest,  and  determined  language,  their  re- 
solution to  assert  the  privileges  to  which,  as  good  citizens 
and  good  subjects,  they  nold  themselves  entitled,  without  be- 
ing intimidated  or  wearied  out  by  the  opposition  of  the  mo- 
nopolists of  the  kingdom.  In  this  there  will  be  nothing 
mean  or  servile,  or  which  can  carry  any  appearance  of  the 
effect  of  fear ;  but  the  contrary.  At  ^ite  same  time,  it  will 
remove  the  prejudices  which,  on  this  side  of  the  water  as  well 
as  on  yours,  are  propagated  against  you  with  so  much  sys- 
tematic pains.  I  tmnk  the  committee  would  do  well  to  do 
something  of  this  kind  in  their  own  name.  I  1a*ust  those 
men  of  great  ability  in  that  committee,  who  incline  to 
think  that  the  Catholics  ought  to  melt  down  their  cause 
into  the  general  mass  of  uncertain  discontents  and  unascer- 
tained principles,  will,  I  hope,  for  the  sake  of  agreeing  with 
those  whom,  I  am  sure,  thev  love  and  respect  among  their 
own  brethren,  as  well  as  &r  the  sake  of  the  kingdom  at 
large,  waive  that  idea  (which  I  do  not  deny  to  be  greatly 
provoked)  of  dissolving  the  Catholic  body  before  the  objects 
of  its  union  are  obtained,  and  turning  the  objects  of  their  re- 
lief into  a  national  quarrel.  This,  I  am  satisned,  on  recollec- 
tion, they  will  think  not  irrational.  The  course  tsken  by  the 
enemy  often  becomes  a  fair  rule  of  action.  You  see,  by  the 
whole  turn  of  the  debate  against  them,  that  their  adversaries 
endeavoured  to  give  this  colour  to  the  contest,  and  to  make 
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it  hinge  on  this  principle.  The  same  policy  cannot  be  good 
fop  you  and  your  enemies.  Sir  George  Shee,  who  is  so  good 
to  take  this,  waits,  or  I  should  say  more  on  this  point.  I 
should  say  something  too  of  the  colleges.  I  long  much  to 
hear  how  you  go  on.  I  haye,  however,  said  too  much.  If 
Grattan,  by  whom  I  wish  the  Catholics  to  be  wholly  adyised, 
thinks  (^erently  firom  me,  I  wish  the  whole  unsaid.  You 
see.  Lord  Eitzwilliam  sticks  nobly  to  his  text,  and  neither 
abandons  his  cause  or  his  friends,  though  he  has  few  indeed 
to  support  him.  When  you  can,  pray  let  me  hear  from  y(m. 
Mrs.  Burke  and  myself,  in  this  lonely  and  disconsolate  hoofle, 
never  cease  to  think  of  you  as  we  ought  to  do.  I  send  some 
prints  to  Dublin ;  but,  as  your  house  is  not  there,  I  reseire 
a  memorial  of  my  dear.Eichard  for  your  return. 
I  am  ever,  my  dear  Sir, 

Faithfully  and  affectionately. 
Tour  miserable  friend, 
Ebm.  Bitbee. 

TO  EDMTTITD  MALONE,   ESQ.* 

Mt  deae  Sib,  Beconsfield,  May  22nd,  1795. 

It  is  very  true  that  my  business  with  the  House  of 
Lords  is  over  for  the  present ;  ^  for  they  have,  or  a  rump  of 
them,  done  their  own  business  pretty  handsomely.  Euenmt. 
There  is  an  end  of  that  part  of  the  constitution ;  nor  can  it 
be  revived  but  by  means  that  I  tremble  to  think  of. 

That  business,  however,  was  not  what  hindered  me  from 
obeying  your  commands,  and  following  my  own  inclinations, 
about  our  excellent  deceased  friend  Sir  Joshua  Beynolds. 
Alas  !  my  dear  sir,  all  my  business  is  vrith  the  deceased ;  and 
in  truth,  except  for  a  poor  remnant  of  gross  animal  functions, 
I  am  dead  myself  However,  I  will  do  what  I  can.  The 
more  I  thought  upon  that  subject  the  more  difficulty 
I  found  in  it.  The  very  qualities  which  made  the  sociely 
of  our  late  friend  so  pleasant  to  all  who  knew  him,  are 
the  very  thin^  that  make  it  difficult  to  write  his  life, 
or  to  draw  his  character.  The  former  part  is  peculiarly 
difficult,  as  it  had  little  connexion  with  great  pubuc  events, 
nor  was  it  diversified  with  much  change  of  fortune  or  much 

^  Just  then  engaged  in  editing  the  works  of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  to 
which  he  prefixed  a  Memoir. 

*  Alluding  to  the  trial  of  Hastings. 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ IC 


LSTTZBB.  401 

jHriyate  adrenttire,  hardly,  indeed,  any  adventure  at  all.  ^11 
that  I  could  say  of  him  I  haye  said  already  in  that  short 
sketch  which  I  printed  after  his  death.  This  speaks  as  much 
as  I  could  safely  venture  to  speak  of  him  as  an  artist,  not 
having  skill  enough  to  enter  into  details  on  the  subject. 
What  you  are  to  say  of  the  character,  merely  as  the  character 
of  a  man,  must,  to  have  any  effect,  consist  rather  of  a  few 
light  marking  touches  than  of  a  long  discussion ;  unless  it  re- 
lates to  some  of  those  various  and  perplexed  characters  which 
require  a  long  investigation  to  unfold.  If,  without  materials, 
one  is  to  attempt  anything  of  length  and  elaborate,  there  is 
a  great  danger  of  growing  into  affectation.  I  do  not  know 
whether  you  have  the  sketch  I  drew.  It  has  marks  of  the 
baste  and  the  emotion  under  which  it  was  done.  But  I  be- 
lieve you  vdll  find  that  a  great  deal  more  cannot  be  said.  K, 
however  (for  different  minds  see  things  in  different  points  of 
view),  you  should  turn  your  thoughts  that  way,  and  sketch  out 
anything,  if  I  might  presume  to  intrude  myself  into  a  work 
of  yours,  I  would  work  upon  that  ground,  and  perhaps  some- 
thing better  could  be  done  by  such  combination  than  singly. 

Lady  Inchiquin^  called  here  the  other  day ;  she  is  not 
anxious  that  the  work  should  be  published  tiU  the  beginning 
of  winter.  I  certainly  will  turn  my  thoughts  to  it ;  and  if  you 
could  come  to  this  melancholy  place,  I  should  feel  myself 
much  honoured  and  very  happ^  in  seeing  you. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  most  sincere  respect  and 
affection, 

M^  dear  Sir, 
Tour  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Edm.  Btjekb. 

What  a  loss  is  Clifden !  ^ — Compliments  to  Mrs.  Metcalf. 


TO  DE.   LAUBENOE. 

Mt  dbae  Laubekce,  Bath,  July  28, 1796, 

I  thank  you  for  employing  the  short  moment  you 
were  able  to  snatch  from  being  useful,  in  being  kind  and 
compassionate.  Here  I  am  in  the  last  retreat  of  hunted  in- 
firmity. I  am  indeed  aua^  dbois :  but,  as  through  the  whole 
of  a  various  and  long  life  I  have  been  more  indebted  than 

*  Niece  of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  formerly  Miss  Palmer. 
'  The  residence  of  Lord  Inchiqnin,  destroyed  by  fire. 
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thsnkful  to  Providence,  so  I  am  now  mngaisAj  sot,  in  being 
diMs^sed,  as  hitherto  I  appear  to  he,  so  gently  trcm  life,  and 
sent  to  follow  those  who  in  eoorse  ought  to  have  followed 
me,  whom,  I  trust,  I  shall  yet,  in  some  ineonceivable  mamwr, 
see  and  know;  and  by  whom  I  shall  be  seen  and  known.  But 
enough  of  this. 

However,  as  it  is  possible  that  my  stay  on  iMs  side  of  the 
grave  may  be  yet  shorter  than  I  ccHnpute  it,  let  me  iKywbeg 
to  call  to  your  recdlection  tiie  solemn  dioxge  fmd  ixosfc  I 
gave  you  on  my  departure  £rom  the  public  sto^.  I  hmsj  I 
must  make  you  the  sole  operator,  in  a  work  m  which,  even 
if  I  were  enabled  to  undertake  it,  you  must  have  been  estr 
the  assistance  on  which  alone  I  could  rdy.  Let  not  ^m 
i^ruel,  daring,  unexampled  act  of  public  coiruptioQ,  guilt,  and 
meanness  go  down  to  a  posterity,  perhaps  as  earless  as  the 
prosent  race,  without  i^  due  animadversion,  winch  will  be 
best  found  in  its  own  acts  and  monuments.  Let  my  endea- 
vours to  save  the  nation  from  that  shame  and  guilt  be  my 
mcmument ;  the  only  one  I  ever  will  harre.  Let  eveiytiung 
I  have  done,  said,  or  written,  be  foi^otten,  but  this.  I  have 
struggled  with  the  great  and  the  little  on  this  point  during 
the  greater  part  of  my  active  life;  and  I  wish,  alter  death,  to 
have  my  dwaice  of  the  judgments  of  iihoae  who  consider 
the  dominion  of  the  glorious  empire  given  by  an  incompre- 
hensible dispensation  of  the  Divine  Providence  into  our 
hands,  as  nothing  more  than  an  opportunity  of  gratifying,  for 
the  lowest  of  their  purposes,  the  lowest  of  their  passions— 
and  that  for  such  poor  rewards  and,  for  the  most  part,  indi- 
rect and  silly  bribes,  as  indicate  even  more  the  folly  than  the 
corruption  of  these  infamous  and  contemptible  wretches.  I 
blame  myself  exceedingly  for  not  having  emploved  the  last 
year  in  this  work,  and  beg  forgiveness  of  &oa  for  such  a 
neglect.  I  had  strength  enough  for  it,  if  I  had  not  wasted 
some  of  it  in  compromising  gnef  with  drowsiness  and  for- 
getfulness;  and  employing  some  of  the  moments  in  which  I 
have  been  roused  to  men^  exertion  in  feeble  endeavours  to 
rescue  this  dull  and  thoughtless  people  from  the  punishm^ts 
which  tjieir  neglect  and  stupidity  will  bring  upon  them  for 
their  sj^stematic  iniquity  and  oppression.  But  you  are  made 
to  continue  all  that  is  good  of  me ;  and  to  augment  it  with 
the  various  resources  of  a  mind  fertile  in  virtues,  and  cultivated 
with  every  sort  of  talent  and  of  knowledge.  Above  all  make 
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jout  the  eruelty  of  this  pretended  acquittal,  but  in  reality  Uiis 
barbaroua  and  inhuman  condemnation  of  whole  tribes  and 
naiaona,  «nd  of  all  the  claseea  they  contain.  If  ever  Europe 
reeoY^ro  its  ciTilization,  that  work  will  be  useful.  Bemember  I 
Semember!  Bemexid)^! 

It  is  not  that  I  want  you  to  sacrifice  yourself  blindly  and 
unfiruitfuUy,  at  this  instant.  But  there  will  be  a  seascHi  for 
l^e  appearance  of  such  a  record ;  and  it  ought  to  be  in  store 
for  that  season.    Get  ev^Tthing  that  Tro^i^ird  has. 

Yoiar  kindness  will  make  you  wish  to  hear  more  particuF- 
hirs  of  me.  To  compaare  xoy  state  with  that  of  the  three 
&pst  days  aftier  my  arrival,  I  feel  on  the  whole  less  uneasi- 
ness, out  my  fliesh  is  wasted  in  a  manner  which  in  so  short 
a  time  no  oue  could  imagine.  My  limbs  look  about  to  find 
the  rags  that  cover  them.  My  strength  is  declined  in  the 
full  proportion ;  and  at  my  time  of  life  new  fle^  is  never 
supplied,  and  lost  strength  is  never  recovered.  If  Qtod  has 
anythii^fi;  to  do  for  me  here,  here  he  will  keep  me.  If  not, 
I  am  tolerably  resigned  to  His  divine  pleasure.  I  have  not 
been  yet  more  than  a  day  in  condition  to  drink  the  waters— 
but  they  see^  rather  to  compose  than  to  disiurder  my  stomach. 
My  illness  has  not  suffered  Mrs.  Burke  to  profit  as  she  ought 
of  tins  situation.  But  she  will  bathe  to-night.  Give  Wo^*- 
fiord  a  thousand  kind  remembrances.  Please  G-od,  I  shall 
write  to  him  to-morrow.    Adieu. 

Tour  ever  true  friend, 

EdMTJKB  BXTBES. 

Mrs.  Burke  never  foi^ets  you,  nor  what  remains  of  poor 
William.  

TO  DB.  liAVBSKOE. 

Friday  night,  10  o'clock, 
Mt  dbab  LAXTKBircB,  18th  l^ov.  1796* 

I  have  been  out  of  sorts  for  sev^^  days  past,  but 
have  not  been  so  much  weakened  by  that  circumstance  as  I 
might  have  feared.  I  do  n't  desire  long  letters  from  you,  but, 
I  oonfees,  I  wish  a  line  now  and  then,  I  mean  very  near 
literally,  a  line.  The  present  state  of  things,  both  here  and 
in  Ireland,  as  w^  as  abroad,  neems  to  me  to  grow  every 
moment  more  critical.  In  Ireland  it  is  plain  they  have 
thrown  off  all  sort  of  political  management,  and  even  the 


d  by  Google 


494  LSTTBBS. 

decorous  appearance  of  it.  They  had  for  thehr  commander- 
in-chief  Cuninghame,  a  person  utterly  unacquainted  with 
military  affairs  beyond  'vmat  was  necessaiy  for  a  quarter- 
master-general in  a  peaceable  country.  He  had  never  seen 
war,  hardly  in  any  image,  but  he  was  a  man  of  a  moderate 
and  humane  disposition,  and  one  from  whom  no  acts  of 
atrocity  were  to  be  apprehended.  In  order  to  remove  him 
from  the  command  of  the  army,  they  have  made  him  a  peer. 
This  was  a  step  to  the  appointment  of  *****,  to  the  frill 
as  little  experienced  in  any  real  military  service  as  *  *  *  •  *, 
but  younger  and  of  far  d^erent  dispositions.  In  case  of  an 
actual  invasion,  they  could  not  expect  anything  whatsoever 
from  his  military  skill  or  talents.  They  only  proof  they  had 
of  either  has  been  in  his  desperate  promptitude,  without 
either  civil,  criminal,  or  martial  law,  to  seize  upon  poor 
ploughmen  in  their  cottages,  and  to  send  them  bound  wn^re 
he  thought  fit.  By  what  he  is  capable  of,  and  by  what  he  is 
incapable,  they  show  in  what  manner  it  is  they  mean  to  pro- 
vide for  the  military  defence  and  for  the  civil  tranquillity  and 
happiness  of  Ireland.  They  have  fomented  a  spirit  of  dis- 
cora  upon  principle  in  that  unhappy  country.  They  have 
set  the  Protestants,  in- the  only  part  of  the  countiy  in  which 
the  Protestants  have  any  degree  of  strength,  to  massacre  the 
Catholics.  The  consequence  will  be  this,  if  it  is  not  the 
case  already,  that  instead  of  dividing  these  two  factions,  the 
Catholics,  finding  themselves  outlawed  by  their  government, 
which  has  not  only  employed  the  arm  of  abused  authority 
against  them,  but  the  violence  of  lawless  insurreeticm,  will 
use  the  only  means  that  is  left  for  their  protection  in  a  league 
with  those  persons  who  have  been  encouraged  to  fidl  upon 
them,  and  who  are  as  well  disposed  to  rebel  against  aKi 
government,  as  to  persecute  their  unoffending  fellow-citizens. 
The  parliament,  encouraged  by  the  Lord-Lieutenant's  Secre- 
tary, has  refrised  so  much  as  to  inquire  into  these  troubles. 
The  only  appearance  of  any  inquiry  which  has  been,  is  that 
put  into  the  hands  of  a  person,  1  mean  the  Attomey-Qenenil, 
one  of  the  avowed  enemies  and  persecutors  of  the  sufSsring 
people,  and  in  the  closest  connexion  with  them.  I  see  that  the 
affections  of  the  people  are  not  so  much  as  looked  to,  as  any 
one  of  the  resources  for  the  defence  of  Ireland  agauist  tm 
invasion  whichl^he  enemy  will  make  upon  that  country,  if 

Digitized  by  V^OOQ IC 


I.BTTBBS.  495 

they  have  force  enough  to  do  it  consistentlj  with  their  other 
views;  but,  I  confess,  that  from  the  least  reflection  I  am  able 
to  make  in  the  intervals  of  pain  and  sorrow,  I  do  not  think 
tiiat  the  invasion  of  either  of  these  countries  is  a  primary 
object  in  their  present  plan  of  policy — ^their  views  seem  to 
me  to  be  directed  elsewhere,  and  their  object  is,  to  disable 
this  country  from  any  effectual  resistance  to  them,  by  alarm- 
ing us  with  fears  for  our  domestic  safety.  They  have  gained 
their  ends  completely.  The  arrangements  which  we  have 
made  and  are  making  in  both  kingdoms  for  that  safety  pro- 
vide for  it  in  the  worst  possible  manner,  whilst  they  effectu- 
ally disable  us  from  opposing  the  enemy  upon  his  larger 
and  real  plan  of  attack.  We  oppose  to  his  faUe  attack  the 
whole  of  our  real  strei^h.  I  have  long  doubted  of  the  use 
of  a  militia,  constituted  as  our  militia  is ;  because  I  do  not 
like  in  time  of  war  any  permanent  body  of  regular  troops  in 
so  considerable  a  number  as  perhaps  to  equal  the  whole  of 
our  other  force,  when  it  is  only  applicable  to  one,  and  that 
but  a  very  uncertain,  part  of  tne  demands  of  general  service. 
Whether  I  am  right  or  wroiig  ma^  be  a  question  with  persons 
better  informed  than  I  am,  but  it  has  been  my  opinion  at 
least  these  twenty  years.  If  I  did  not  declare  it  m  parlia- 
ment, it  was  because  the  prejudice  was  too  strong  to  be  pru- 
dently resisted ;  but  when  danger  comes,  strong  prejumces 
will  be  found  weak  resources. 

Whatever  the  merits  of  militia  may  be,  I  am  sure  that  no 
prudent  persons  with  whom  I  have  ever  conversed  have  been 
of  opinion  that  it  oueht  to  be  extended  beyond  the  old  num- 
ber. Other  ideas  nowever  have  prevailed.  The  infant 
resources  of  Ireland  have  been  exhausted  by  establishing  a 
militia  there,  upon  the  feeble  plan  of  the  militia  'here^  and 
with  conseauences  much  more  justly  to  be  apprehended  from 
an  abuse  of  that  institution.  Whether  witn  refi;ard  to  the 
economical  and  civil  effects  on  the  military,  they  have  now  in 
both  kingdoms  added  immensely  to  that  erroneous  establish- 
m^it,  if  erroneous  it  is,  and  have  thereby  doubled  the  weak- 
ness instead  of  augmenting  the  strength  of  these  kingdoms. 
I  believe  it  will  be  found,  that  in  both  countries  there  is,  by 
personal  service  or  by  public  charge,  the  burthen  of  an  army 
forming  or  formed  of  at  least  fourscore  thousand  men,  utterly 
vnaj^licable  to  the  general  service  of  the  country,  or  to  the 
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conserration  of  what  I  sbali  evet  tbink  as  mueh  for  its  being 
as  self-defence  itself,  I  meaa  the  safety  and  liberty  of  Europe. 
The  very  idea  of  active  defence,  the  only  suue  d&eace,  wbidi 
ecoisists  in  offensive  operations  against  your  enemy,  seems 
wholly  to  be  abandoned. 

I  know  it  will  be  said  that  these  corps  do  not  bring  upon 
the  nation  the  burthen  of  half  pay.  This  is  true  but  in  port, 
and  in  my  opinion,  if  war  should  continue,  it  will  be^me 
less  and  less  of  an  object.  At  any  rate  it  will  be  fmind  as 
economy  a  very  poor  resource  to  make  out  such  a  saving  by 
the  limitation  of  effect  and  service.    . 

I  do  not  mean  to  say  Idiat  such  little  aids  to  the  police  as 
by  an  occasional  use  of  a  yeoman  cavaby,  which  is  in  the 
nature  Marachaus^e,  is  mucii  to  be  condmnned.  If  the  ser- 
vice is  not  much,  the  charge  is  not  ruinous,  and  our  military 
arm  is  not  crippled.  In  my  opinion,  the  expense  of  these 
arrangements  would  furnish  such  a  subsidy  to  Bussia,  as 
would  enable  that  power  to  act  with  such  a  body  of  troops 
against  the  common  enemy,  as  to  do  more  for  our  real  de- 
fence than  from  any  home  arrangements  that  we  can  make. 
I  have  said  enough  upon  this  subject,  thou^  by  no  means 
all  that  is  in  my  mind;  but  if  you  agree  with  me  in  principle, 
your  own  thoughts  will  more  than  supply  my  omissions. 

I  have  suffered  great  uneasiness  &om  another  scheme,  l^e 
tendency  of  which  evidently  is  (though  I  am  of  opinion 
nothing  less  is  intended)  totally  to  disgust  the  people  with 
the  continuance  of  this  war— I  mean  that  part  oi  tiie  people 
upon  whose  soundness  and  spirit  the  very  being  of  civil 
society  at  this  time  depends,  that  is,  that  part  of  the  people 
who  hve  with  a  degree  of  decency  upon  an  income  not  likdiy 
to  improve.  They  are  the  part  of  the  community  which  are 
naturally  attached  to  stability  and  to  the  resistance  of  innova- 
tion, but  are  not  qualified  to  afford  pecuniary  resources  to 
the  State.  They  may  serve  to  furnish  a  contingent  in  the 
way  of  taxes  which  is  to  be  supplied  as  th^  income  accrtiea, 
or  as  their  economy  finds  supply,  but  they  have  no  hoards, 
and  if  you  apply  to  them  for  a  fDrced  loan,  you  drive  them 
into  the  toib  of  the  usurers,  who  will  disable  them  fi^m 
paying  what  they  are  already  diarged  to  the  support  of  tiie 
State.  Sure  it  were  better  to  borrow  directly  at  a  b%h 
interest,  that  is,  at  the  interest  of  the  public  necessities^  and 
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to  lay  upon  those  men  tbeir  share  of  it,  than  to  take  this 
perplexed  circuitous  course,  which,  in  the  end,  will  weaken 
public  credit  by  destroying  most  of  the  private  credit  of  the 
kingdom. 

I  was  going  further,  when  my  friendly  amanuensis  re- 
minded me  that  it  is  near  10  o'clock.  I  am  afraid  I  have 
tired  you,  though  I  tire  myself  somewhat  less  by  dictating  a 
sheet  than  by  writing  twenty  lines ;  however,  one  is  more 
wordy  when  one  dictates.  I  intended,  if  I  had  time,  to  tell  you 
that  Keogh  is  come  to  London,  and  to  w;ish  to  have  yours  and 
Lord  Fitzwilliam's,  as  well  as  Mr.  Windham's,  thoughts  upon 
the  subject  of  his  journey,  when  I  know  better  of  what 
nature  it  may  be.  He  shows  a  very  great  desire  of  seeing 
me  and  conversing  with  me  upon  the  subject  of  Lreland.  I 
have  fought  it  off  by  giving  him  very  true  reasons,  that  is  to 
say,  my  feeble  state  of  health,  and  the  contempt  that  is  enter- 
tained for  my  opinions,  especially  in  what  relates  to  Ireland. 
— He  tells  me  he  has  not  been  with  any  minister.  He  is  a 
man  that  on  the  whole  I  think  ought  not  to  be  slighted, 
though  he  is  but  too  much  disposed  to  Jacobin  principles 
and  connexions  in  his  own  nature,  and  is  a  Catholic  only  in 
name — ^not  but  that  whole  body,  contrary  to  its  nature,  has 
been  driven  by  art  and  policy  into  Jacobinism,  in  order  to 
form  a  pretext  to  multiply  the  jobs  and  to  increase  the  power 
of  that  foolish  and  profligate  junto  to  which  Ireland  is  de- 
livered over  as  a  farm.  I  shall  let  you  know  further  about 
Keogh  when  I  hear  from  him ;  and  I  shall  send  to  Lord 
Fitzwilliam  his  letters  to  me,  as  well  as  a  copy  of  my  answer 
to  him.     I  shall  send  you  another  copy.     G-ood  night. 

Yours  ever, 

Edmund  Btjeke. 


TO  DB.  LAITEENCE. 

Mt  dbae  Latjeence,  Beaconsfield,  25th  Nov.  1796. 

I  have  heard  at  last  from  Mr.  Keogh :  by  his  letter, 

-  which  I  enclose,  you  see  the  cause  of  his  delay.     He  is  not 

offended,  but  he  says  not  one  word  of  Tone  his  secretary,  but 

probably  reserves  an  explanation  of  this  for  conversation. 

As  it  will  be  of  much  more*importance  that  you  should  hear 

VOL.  vui.  2  K 
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what  he  has  to  say,  than  that  I  should,  I  think  to  write  to 
him  by  this  night's  post  to  eaU  upon  you,  or  if  his  health 
should  not  permit  it,  tiiat  you  would  call  upon  him  at  your 
first  time  of  leisure.  I  intend  to  tell  him,  that  weak  as  I 
am  I  shall  see  him  if  he  pleases.— Not  a  word  from.  Lord 
Fitzwilliam,  which  I  am  rather  surprised  at,  knowing  that  in 
fi;eneral  he  is  punctual,  and  that  these  affairs  are  ver^  near  his 
heart. — What  you  say  about  the  pope  is  very  striking,  but 
he  and  his  Troy  will  be  burned  to  ashes,  and  I  assure  all  good 
Protestants  that,  whatever  they  may  think  of  it,  the  thread 
of  their  life  is  close  twisted  into  that  oi  their  great  enemy. 
It  is  perfectly  ridiculous,  in  the  midst  of  our  melancholy 
situation,  to  see  us  forswearing  this  same  pope  lustily  in 
every  part  of  these  dominions,  and  making  absolute  war  upon 
him  in  Ireland  at  the  hazard  of  everything  that  is  dear  to  us, 
whilst  the  enemy,  from  whom  we  have  most  to  fear,  is  doing 
the  same  thing  with  more  effect  and  less  hazard  to  them- 
selves. For  we  are  cutting  our  own  throats  in  order  to  be 
revenged  of  this  said  old  pope.  It  is  very  singular,  that  the 
power  which  menaces  the  world  should  produce  in  us  no  other 
marks  of  terror  than  by  a  display  of  meanness,  and  that  this 
poor  old  bugbear,  who  frightens  nobody  else,  and  who  is  af- 
mghted  by  everybody  and  everything,  is  to  us  the  great  object 
of  terror,  of  precaution,  and  of  vigorous  ntto/ck. — You  remem- 
ber the  fable  of  the  Hare  and  the  Frogs.  On  this  point,  I 
verily  begin  to  believe  that  Mr.  Pitt  is  stark  mad ;  but  that 
he  is  in  the  cold  fit  of  this  phrenetic  fever.  I  agree  with  you, 
and  it  was  long  the  opinion  of  our  dear  departed  friend,  that 
Mr.  Pitt,  keeping  an  underhand  and  direct  influence  in  Ire- 
land to  screen  himself  from  all  responsibility,  does  resolve  on 
the  actual  dissolution  of  the  empire  ;  and  having  settled  for 
himself,  as  he  thinks,  a  faction  there,  puts  everything  into 
the  hands  of  that  faction,  and  leaves  the  monarchy  and  the 
fluperintendency  of  Ghreat  Britain  to  shift  for  themselves  as 
they  may. 

Mrs.  Burke  passed  but  a  bad  day  yesterday,  with  much 
bilious  vomiting  atid  a  head-ache,  but  the  latter  is  gone  and 
she  has  had  a  very  quiet  night,  though  not  much  sleep ;  and, 
though  not  up,  is  light  and  easy. — ^As  to  myself,  I  have  had 
four  fits  in  the  night,  and  several  yesterday.    Between  the 
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fits,  both  in  the  aflbemoon  and  at  night,  I  had  rest  enough.-^ 
I  send  you  this  by  the  coach,  and  am  affectionately 

Yours, 

Edmukd  Bubke. 

to  db.  latjbekoe. 

Beaconsfield,  "Wednesday  Morning,  11  o'clock. 
My  deab  Latteence,  Nov.,  ]  796. 

I  have  had  a.  bad  night,  and  am  very  faint  and  feeble. 
I  do  not  know  where  the  abstract  you  mention  is  in  the  chaos 
of  my  papers,  but  if  I  get  a  little  stronger  this  day  I  shadl 
look  for  it ;  but  I  send  you  the  printed  papers,  which  Nagle 
has  just  found.  You  know  that  the  far  greater  and  the  most 
oppressive  part  of  those  laws  has.  been  repealed.  The  only 
remaining  grievance  which  the  Catholics  suffer  from  the  law 
consists  in  certain  incapacities  relative  to  franchises.  The 
ill-will  of  the  governing  powers  is  their  great  grievance,  who 
do  not  suffer  them  to  have  the  benefit  of  those  capacities  to 
which  they  are  restored,  nominaUy,  by  the  law.  The  fran- 
chises which  they  desire  are  to  remove  the  stigma  from  them 
which  is  not  branded  on  any  description  whatever  of  dis- 
senters in  Ireland,  who  take  no  test  and  are  subject  to  no 
incapacity ;  though  they  [are]  of  the  old  long-estaolished  re- 
ligion of  the  country,  and  who  cannot  be  accused,  of  perverse- 
ness  or  any  factious  purpose  in  their  opinions,  since  they  re- 
main only  where  they  have  always  been,  and  are  the  fi*r  greatw 
majority  of  the  inhabitants.  They  give  as  good  proofs  of 
their  loyalty  and  affection  to  G-ovemment  at  least  as  any 
other  people.  Tests  have  been  contrived  for  them  to  purge 
them  from  any  suspicious  political  principles,  supposed  to 
have  some  connexion  with  their  religion.  These  tests  they 
tiJke;  whereas  the  persons  called  Protestants,  which  Pro- 
testantism, as  thin^  stand,  is  no  description  of  a  religion  at 
all,  or  of  any  principle,  religious,  moral,  or  political,  but  is  a 
mere  negaticm,  take  no  tests  at  all.  So  that  here  is  a  perse- 
cution, as  fsir  as  it  goes,  of  the  only  people  in  Ireland  who 
make  any  positive  profession  of  the  Christian  faith ;  for  even 
the  clergy  of  the  established  church  do  not  sign  the  thirty- 
nine  articles.  The  heavy  load  that  lies  upon  them  is,  that 
they  are  treated  like  enemies,  and  as  long  as  they  are  under 
2k  2 
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any  incapacities,  their  persecutors  are  ^mished  with  a  legal 
pretence  of  scourging  them  upon  all  occasions,  and  they  never 
iail  to  make  use  of  it.  K  this  stigma  were  taken  off,  and 
that,  like  their  other  fellow-citizens,  they  were  to  be  judged  by 
their  conduct,  it  would  go  a  great  way  in  giving  quiet  to  the 
country.  The  fear  that  if  they  had  capacities  to  sit  in  parlia- 
ment'they  might  become  the  majority  and  persecute  in  their 
turn,  is  a  most  impudent  and  flagitious  pretence,  which  those 
who  make  use  of  it  know  to  be  fadse.  They  could  not  at  this 
day  get  three  members  out  of  the  three  htmdred,  and  never 
can  have  the  least  probability  from  circumstances  of  becom- 
-  ing  the  tenth  part  of  the  representatives,  even  though  the 
boroughs  made  in  the  time  of  James  I.  for  the  destruction 
of  fhe  then  natural  interests  of  the  country  should  be  re- 
formed upon  any  plan  which  has  as  yet  been  proposed,  because 
the  natural  interests  have  been  varied  and  the  property 
changed  since  the  time  of  King  James  I.  At  present  the 
chief  oppression  consists  in  the  abuse  which  is  made  by  the 
powers  of  executive  government,  which  may  more  effectually 
harass  an  obnoxious  people  than  even  adverse  laws  them- 
selves. I  do  not  know  whether  you  are  apprized  of  all  the 
proceedings  in  the  county  of  Armagh,  particularly  of  the 
massacres  that  have  been  perpetrated  on  the  Catholic  in- 
habitants of  that  county,  with  no  punishment  and  hardly  any 
discountenance  of  Government.  All  this,  however,  is  a  mat- 
ter of  very  nice  handling  in  a  British  parliament,  on  account 
of  the  jealous  independence  of  that  county.  Neither  the  court 
nor  the  opposition  party  I  am  afraid  would  relish  it,  especi- 
ally as  they  pretend  or  may  pretend  that  the  subject  is  to 
become  a  matter  of  their  own  inquiry.  I  have  written  my 
mind  fully  upon  this  subject  to  Lord  FitzwiUiam,  but  I  have 
had  yet  no  answer,  nor,  indeed,  hardly  could.  The  Jacobin 
opposition  take  this  up  to  promote  sedition  in  Ireland;  and 
the  Jacobin  ministry  will  make  use  of  it  to  countenance 
tyranny  in  the  same  place. 

As  to  Q-eorge  EUis  and  Lord  Malmsbury,  the  Jupiter  and 
his  Mercury,  I  do  n't  care  whether  they  are  in  the  clouds  or 
in  the  dung ;  but  one  thing  I  see  very  clearly,  that  nothing 
above  or  below  will  prevent  the  ministers  from  going  through 
their  dirty  work,  what  has  been  written  as  argument  or 
obsen'ation  has  had  no  answer,  but  it  makes  no  impression. 
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unless  perhaps  to  confirm  some  people  in  the  obstinacy  of 
their  meanness.  Do  you  know  that  Mr.  Crewe  has  wrote 
that  the  *  *  *  *  perfectly  approves  everything  in  the  Pam- 
phlet, and  yet  he  has  done  everything  or  concurred  in  every- 
thing in  diametrical  opposition  to  his  principles.  He  will  do 
so,  in  everything  that  can  be  proposed  of  the  same  nature. 
What  think  you  of  their  finding  no  one  but  Q-eneral  Luttrell 
to  whom  the  safety  of  Ireland  could  be  committed  at  this 
crisis.  All  this  must  have  passed  through  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land, who  thinks  one  way,  and  who  acts  or  is  acted  upon  in 
the  direct  contrary  way.  I  am  very  sick  of  all  these  things. 
As  you  know  Keogh,  I  think  there  is  no  objection  to  your, 
seeing  him,  if  you  can  contrive  it.  I  do  not  know  how  you 
approve  my  answer  to  him,  but  I  am  sure  he  does  not,  by 
making  no  sort  of  reply  to  me. 

You  will  write  to  Mr.  Wilde,  and  let  him  know  that  I 
have  been  very  ill  from  time  to  time,  and  that  you  have  in- 
formed me  of  his  inquiry,  and  that  I  am  much  obliged  to  him 
for  his  solicitude  about  me.  The  terms  prescribed  by  the 
thieves  of  the  Directorjr  to  the  pope  are  wnat  might  be  ex- 
pected. He  cannot  help  it,  being  intrinsically  weak  in  him- 
self, and  .we  have  refused  to  put  him  in  a  better  condition, 
for  fear  of  the  statute  of  Premunire ;  and  our  fleet  has 
thought  proper  to  flv  out  of  the  Mediterranean,  and  to  eva- 
cuate all  the  strongholds  we  had  in  that  pitrt  of  the  world. 
I  think  [we  make]  a  more  *  *  *  figure  than  the  pope.  In 
proportion  to  the  strength  of  body  which  is  enervated  by 
meanness  of  spirit — "  Oh,  impotence  of  mind  in  body  strong. 
— ^The  parcel  waits — God  bless  you. 

If  you  can  [get]  Bollingbrooke's  Abridgement  of  the  Irish 
Statutes,  which  is  extremely^  well  done,  you  will  see  the  ma- 
terials upon  which  I  went  m  the  abstract  of  the  old  Popery 
Laws,  which  I  gave  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  on  his  going 

Lord  L to  Ireland.     My  poor  Eichard  had  a  complete 

copy,  which  he  put  into  the  bands  of  the  committee,  with 
such  alterations  and  additions  as  they  thought  proper. 

Adieu. — Mrs.  Burke  has  had  a  bad  night,  as  well  as  my- 
self. Doctor  Brocklesby  has  been  here  and  is  gone.  Paro- 
chial news  we  have  none. 

Yours  ever, 

Edmund  Bubke. 
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TO   BB.    LAIJBENCE. 

Mt  deab  Laubence,  Dec.  9, 1796. 

The  Budget  day  was  a  matter  of  great  speculation, 
Pitt  rather  less  insolent — Fox  as  furious  as  I  expected. 
Grey  has  come  forward  and  taken  a  sort  of  lead — Sheridan 
heads,  I  suppose,  a  corps  de  reserve.  Tell  me  in  three  lines 
your  remarks  upon  the  general  temper  of  the  House  on  that 
night  and  on.  tnis.  A  fine  business  this  of  La  Fayette. 
Good  G-od !  among  all  the  imprisonments,  confiscations, 
murders,  and  exiles,  to  find  no  one  object  for  a  British 
•House  of  Commons  to  take  up  but  Citizen  de  la  Fayette. 
I  see  Fox  proposes  the  repeal  of  the  two  Anti- Jacobin  Acts 
— What  do  you  think  of  making  your  debilt  upon  them  ? 
Lord  Fitzwilliam  concurred  in  them.  Unless  perhaps  you 
think  that  that  ground  is  a  little  worn  out.  1  think  the 
taxes  on  the  whole,  if  likely  to  be  productive,  are  unexcep- 
tioixable — ^The  house-tax  is  the  worst.  Why  did  not  Pitt 
tax  the  lower  teas  ? — a  small  duty  would  not  have  been  felt, 
and  surely  tea-drinking,  though  it  would  be  idle  to  restrain 
it,  is  not  an  object  of  direct  encouragement  amongst  the 
lower  orders  of  the  people.  Good  night.  My  [pains]  have 
raged  all  yesterday,  all  last  night,  and  a  great  part  of  this 
day  with  tenfold  fury,  but  a  vomiting  came  on  me,  and  I  am 
a  good  deal  easier  this  evening.  Once  more  adieu.  Mrs. 
Burke's  affectionate  compliments.  I  wrote  to  you  by  the 
coach  yesterday. 

Tours  ever, 

Edmund  Bttbke. 


TO   DB.  LA.UBENCE. 

Mt  dbab  Laubence,  Bath,  Feb.  10th,  1797. 

I  have  been  very  weak  for  some  days  past,  and  so 
giddy  that  I  am  hardly  able  to  walk  across  the  room.  At 
the  first  coming  on  of  this  bad  symptom  I  was  not  able  to 
do  so  much — so  that  I  am  not  without  hopes  that  it  may  go 
off,  though,  take  me  on  the  whole,  I  am  without  aU  compa- 
rison worse  than  when  I  came  hither,  but  yet  the  violent 
flatus's  have  not  been  quite  so  troublesome  to  me  since  the 
complaint  in  my  head  is  come  on.     They  have  taken  the 
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town,  and  are  now  attackhig  the  citadel — But  enough  of 
this.  The  affair  of  Mrs.  Hastings  has  something  in  it  that 
might  move  a  third  Cato  to  a  horse-laugh,  though  the  means, 
I  am  afraid,  bj  which  she  and  her  paramoiur  have  made  that 
and  all  the  sums  which  they  have  got  by  their  own  dis- 
honesty, or  lost  by  the  dishonesty  of  others  or  the  confusion 
of  the  times,  [might  cause]  the  laughing  Democritus  to  weep 
as  much  as  his  opponent :  but  let  whoever  laugh  or  weep, 

-  nothing  plaintive  will  make  Mr.*  Pitt  or  Mr.  Dundas  blush 
for  having  rewarded  the  criminal  whom  they  prosecuted, 
and  sent  me  and  nineteen  members  of  parliament  to  prose- 
cute, for  every  mode  of  peculation  and  oppression,  with  a 
greater  sum  of  money  than  ever  yet  was  paid  to  any  one 
British  subject,  except  the  Duke  of  Marlbro',  for  the  most 
acknowledged  public  services,  and  not  to  him  if  you  take 
Blenheim,  which  was  an  expense  and  not  a  charge,  out  of 
the  accoimt.  All  this  and  ten  times  more  will  not  hinder 
them  from  adding  the  peerage,  to  make  up  the  insufficiency 
of  his  pecuniary  rewards.  My  illness,  which  came  the  more 
heavily  and  suddenly  upon  me  by  this  flagitious  act,  whilst  I 
was  preparing  a  representation  uj)on  it,  has  hindered  me,  as 
you  know,  from  doing  justice  to  that  act,  to  Mr.  Hastings, 
to  myself,  to  the  House  of  Lords,  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  to  the  unhappy  people  of  India,  on  that  subject.  It  has 
made  me  leave  the  letters  that  I  was  writing  to  my  Lord 
Chancellor  and  Mr.  Dundas,  as  well  as  my  petition  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  unfinished.  But  you  remember,  like- 
wise, that  wh^n  I  came  hither  at  the  beginning  of  last  sum- 
mer, I  repeated  to  you  that  dying  request  wMch  I  now  re- 
iterate, that  if  at  any  time^  without  the  danger  of  ruin  to 
yourself,  or  over-distracting  yon  from  your  professional  and 

*  parliamentary  duties,  you  can  place  in  a  short  point  of  view, 
and  support  by  the  documents  in  print  and  writing  which 
exist  witn  me,  or  with  Mr.  Troward,  or  yourself,  the  general 
merits  of  this  transaction,  you  will  erect  a  cenotaph  most 
grateful  to  my  shade,  and  vdll  clear  my  memory  from  that 
load  which  the  East  India  Company,  King,  Lords,  and  Com- 
mons, and  in  a  manner  the  whole  British  nation  (G-od  for- 
give them),  have  been  pleased  to  lay  as  a  monument  upon 
my  ashes.  I  am  as  conscious  as  any  person  can  be  of  the 
little  value  of  the  good  or  evil  opinion  of  mankind  to  the 
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part  of  me  that  shall  remain,  but  I  believe  it  is  of  some  moment 
not  to  leave  the  fame  of  an  evil  example,  of  the  expenditure 
of  fourteen  years*  labour,  and  of  not  less  (taking  the  expense 
of  the  suit,  and  the  costs  paid  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  the  par- 
Hamentary  charges)  than  near  £300,000,  This  is  a  terrible 
example,  and  it  is  not  acquittance  at  all  to  a  public  man, 
who,  with  all  the  means  of  undeceiving  himself  if  he  was 
wrong,  has  thus  with  such  incredible  pains,  both  of  himself 
and  others,  persevered  in '  the  persecution  of  innocence 
and  merit.  It  is,  I  say,  no  excuse  at  all  to  urge  in  his 
apology,  that  he  has  had  enthusiastic  good  intentions.  In 
reality,  you  know  that  I  am  no  enthusiast,  but  [according] 
to  the  powers  that  G-od  has  given  me,  a  sober  and  reflecting 
man.  I  have  not  even  the  other  very  bad  excuse,  of  acting 
from  personal  resentment,  or  from  the  sense  of  private 
injury — never  having  received  any ;  nor  can  I  plead  ignor- 
ance, no  man  ever  having  taken  more  pains  to  be  informed. 
Therefore  J  say,  Bemember. 

Parliament  is  shortly  to  resume  the  broken  thread  of  its 
business — if  what  it  is  doing  deserves  that  name.  I  feel  the 
same  anxiety  for  your  success  as  if  what  has  been  the  best 
part  of  me  was  in  your  place,  and  engaged  as  he  would  have 
been  in  the  same  work,  and  I  presume  to  take  the  same 
liberty  with  you  that  I  would  have  done  with  him.  The 
plan  you  have  formed,  like  all  the  plans  of  such  comprehen- 
sive minds  as  yours,  is  vast,  but  it  will  require  all  the  skill 
of  a  mind  as  judicious  and  selecting  as  yours  to  bring  it 
within  the  compass  of  the  apprehensions  and  dispositions  of 
those  upon  whom  it  is  to  operate.  There  would  be  difficulty 
in  giving  to  it  its  just  extent  in  the  very  opening,  if  you 
could  count  even  upon  one  person  able  and  willing  to  sup- 
port you ;  but  as  you  will  De  attacked  by  one  side  of  the 
House  with  all  its  force,  reluctantly  heard  and  totally 
abandoned  by  the  other,  if  you  are  permitted  any  reply  at 
all,  a  thing  which  under  similar  cu*cumstances  has  been 
refused  to  me,  it  will  not  be  heard  by  the  exhausted  atten- 
tion of  that  House,  which  is  hardly  to  be  kept  alive,  except 
to  what  concerns  the  factious  interests  of  the  two  discordant 
chie^,  who  with  different  personal  views,  but  on  the  same 
political  principles,  divide  and  distract  the  nation.  But  all 
this  I  must  leave  to  your  judgment,  which,  with  less  parlia- 
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m^itaiy  experience,  has  infinitely  more  natural  power  than 
roine  ever  had,  when  it  was  at  the  best.  This  only  I  shall 
beg  leave  to  suggest,  that  if  it  should  be  impossible  (as  per- 
haps it  may  be)  to  bring  your  opening  speech  within  any 
narrow  compass,  such  as  two  hours  or  thereabouts,  that  you 
will  make  your  reply  as  sharp,  and  pointed  at  the  personal 
attacks  that  I  am  sure  will  be  made  upon  you,  as  you  can ; 
and  that  you  wiU  content  yourself  with  reasserting  the  sub- 
stance of  the  facts,  declaring  your  readiness  to  enter  into 
them  if  ever  you  are  furnished  with  the  means.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  or  in  this  session, 
you  wiU  find  opportunities  to  bring  forth  what  your  discre- 
tion may  reserve  on  the  present  occasion  for  a  future  one, 
when  you  may  be  at  more  liberty.  Though  I  am  sensible 
enough  of  the  difficulty  of  finding  a  place  in  debate  for  any 
of  those  who  are  not  arranged  in  the  line  of  battle,  abreast 
or  ahead,  in  support  of  the  one  or  the  other  of  the  great  ad- 
mirals. My  dear  friend,  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  ex- 
cuse the  interposition  of  an  exhausted  and  sickly  judgment 
like  mine,  ^t  its  best  infirm,  with  a  mind  like  yours,  the 
most  robust  that  ever  was  made,  and  in  the  vigour  of  its 
faculties ;  but  allowance  is  made  for  the  anxious  solicitude 
of  those  whom  sex,  age,  or  debility  exclude  from  a  share  in 
those  combats  in  whica  they  take  a  deep  concern. 

Tours  ever, 

Edmttnd  Bttekb. 

12th  February. 
P.  S.  My  health  continues  as  it  was  when  I  began  this 
letter.  —  I  have  read  Erskine's  pamphlet,  which  is  better 
done  than  I  expected  to  find  it.  But  it  is  little  more  than 
a  digest  of  the  old  matter,  and  a  proposal  to  remove  all  our 
evils  by  a  universal  popular  representation  at  home,  by 
giving  to  France  at  once  all  that  we  have  thought  proper  to 
ofier,  on  supposition  of  concession,  and  all  that  she  has  chosen 
to  demand  without  any  regard  to  our  concession,  together  with 
a  cordial  connexion  with  her  and  a  total  alienation  from 
other  powers,  as  a  pledge  of  future  peace.  This,  together 
with  bringing  Mr.  Fox  into  power,  forms  the  whole  of  tlie 
pamphlet.  This  would  certainly  make  short 'work  of  the 
treaty. — This  pamphlet  does  not  make  your  motion  the  less 
necessary,  and  without  a  reference  to  it  you  may  keep  it  in 
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your  eye. — Mrs.  Burke,  thank  God,  is  better  of  her  cold: 
She  salutes  you. 

Deab  Sir, 

I  have  suppressed  the  newspapers — He  knows  nothing 
of  this  disagreeable  business  ;  but  I  am  in  hopes,  from  Dr. 
King's  letter  to  me,  that  an  injunction  will  be  laid  early  to- 
morrow, to  prevent  the  sale,  and  that  you  all  vrill  pursue 
such  rigorous  measures  against  Swift  and  Owen,  as  the  law 
will  enable  you  to  do.  I  had  a  letter  by  the  coach,  inform- 
ing me  of  it.  "Will  you  beg  of  Doctor  King  to  write  to  Mr. 
Burke  to-morrow,  and  tell  him  what  he  has  done  in  Biving- 
ton's  business. 

Tours  truly, 

E.  Nagle. 


TO  DE.   LAUfiENCE. 

My  dbah  Laubikcb,  March  16th,  1797. 

It  is  very  unlucky  that  the  reputation  of  a  speaker  in 
the  House  of  Commons  depends  far  less  on  what  he  says 
there,  than  on  the  account  of  it  in  the  newspapers.  Tour 
speeches,  which  are  made  late  in  the  night,  supposing  no 
foul  play  (which  however  I  suspect),  are  taken  by  the  jour- 
neymen note-makers,  and  when  there  is  not  room  for  them 
in  the  paper,  even  if  they  were  able  to  follow  you.  In  the 
lat^  instance,  however,  this  was  unavoidable,  since  you  spoke 
to  vindicate  the  reputation  of  your  friend,  which  no  consider- 
ation of  prudence  with  regard  to  yourself  could  prevail  on 
you  to  omit.  As  you  stated  [it]  in  your  letter,  it  must  have 
been  very  impressive,  and  as  honourable  to  your  abilities  as 
it  was  to  the  goodness  of  your  heart.  As  to  Mr.  Eox's 
speeches,  he  seemed  to  have  laid  [aside]  his  abilities  along 
with  all  decency,  liberality,  and  fairness ;  and  placed  himself 
in  the  rank  of  the  Adairs,  the  Bastards,  and  those  gentle- 
men whose  cause  he  supported,  and  to  whose  understand- 
ings, "  by  an  extraordinary  alacrity  in  sinking,"  he  chose  to 
level  himself.  What  he  said  of  me  was  notfiiig  more  than 
hift  old  song,  frequently  sung,  though  with  a  little  more 
liberality  in  my  own  presence,  and  always  responded  to 
without  a  possibility  of  reply.  The  major  part  of  his  topics 
have  been  answered  by  me  in  print,  and  the  public  must 
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judge  between  us ;  but  there  is  one  fact,  which,  as  it  passed 
fifteen  years  ago,  most  people  may  not  so  well  remember ; 
though  that,  too,  1  discussed  with  him  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons without  a  reply,  or  the  possibility  of  his  making  any. 
He  has  the  impudence  to  say  that  the  reduction  of  places 
that  I  made  was  not  suf&cient,  and  that  more  would  haye 
been  made  in  Lord  Bockingham's  and  his  administration,  if 
time  had  been  given  to  them  for  that  purpose.  Both  are  ab- 
solutely false ; — ^in  the  first  place,  any  lessening  of  the  re- 
duction proposed  in  my  original  plan  and  that  which  appear- 
ed in  the  Act  was  not  of  my  doing,  but  of  his  own  and  the 
cabinet  to  which  he  belonged ;  and  I  was  no  way  consulted 
about  it,  though  I  certainly  acquiesced  in  it,  and,  on  the 
whole,  thought  it  sufficient.  In  the  next  place,  I  do  solemn- 
ly declare  that  1  never  heard  him,  nor  anybody  else  of  that 
cabinet,  propose  any  reduction  of  offices,  but  of  the  two, 
were  of  opinion  that  the  matter  had  been  carried  too  far,  rather 
than  that  it  had  fallen  short  of  their  mark.  They  must  have 
thought  that  it  did  not  fall  short,  because  they  knew  very  well 
that  they  never  could- have  had  an  opportunity  so  favourable 
•  for  reduction  as  during  the  dependence  of  that  bill,  and  in 
the  flood-tide  of  its  popularity.  Mr.  Fox  now  thinks  that 
neither  this,  nor  the  Pay  Office  Bill,  nor  the  Contractors' 
Bill,  which,  though  moved  by  another,  was  left  wholhr  to  my 
management,  as  it  was  originally  schemed  by  myself,  nor  of 
Mr.  Dowdeswel's  and  my  plan,  to  his  and  our  honour  adopt- 
ed bj  Mr.  Crewe,  were  of  the  least  significance  in  lessening 
the  influence  of  the  Crown  in  that  House,  and  in  the  other, 
or  in  the  Scotch  election  for  peers  by  the  abrogation  of  the 
Scotch  Lords  of  Police.  I  know  he  told  me,  and  that  to  the 
best  of  my  recollection  in  the  presence  of  others,  that  the 
Acts  which  he  now  finds  to  be  so  very  frivolous  were  the 
means  of  tumiug  out  Lord  Lansdowne,  and  that  he  had  lost 
his  question  in  the  same  number  of  votes  as  the  places  that 
had  been  suppressed.  As  to  those  that  had' been  retained,  he 
perfectly  agreed  vsrith  me  both  in  the  policy  and  the  justice 
of  retaining  them,  considering  them,  as  I  did,  as  right  in 
themselves ;  and  with  regard  to  the  holders  in  possession  or 
reversion,  as  property,  to  all  intents  and  purposes.  I  cannot 
say  exactly  in  what  form  Mr.  Eose  put  the  recriminatory 
charge  wmch  he  made  on  Mr.  Fox  with  regard  to  the  places 
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of  that  kind  which  Mr.  Fox  had  held  and  disposed  of.  Mr. 
Fox's  reply  seems  to  indicate  that  he  was  charged  with 
squandering  away  their  income  and  value.  *  If  so,  his  reply 
was  proper,  because  the  charge  was  unparliamentary,  and 
not  at  all  to  the  purpose  in  argument.  But  if  it  was  urged, 
as  it  ought  to  have  been,  that  Mr.  Fox  had  himself  consider- 
ed those  places  his  property,  as  an  argument  ad  hominem,  it 
would  have  been  conclusive  against  him.  For  if  he  sold  that 
as  property  which  was  not  such,  by  his  own  admission  he 
was  guilty  of  a  fraud.  But  it  were  an  endless  task  to  go 
through  idl  the  nonsense  and  ribaldry  which  he  chose  to  vent 
upon  that  occasion.  As  to  his  arguing  for  a  change  of  his 
opinions  from  the  greater  burthens  which  now  exist  on  the 
public,  't  is  perfectly  absurd  —  First,  because  injustice  is 
not  less  injustice,  though  it  may  admit  some  palliation 
on  account  of  the  necessities  of  those  who  are  guilty  of 
it;  and  next,  because  those  remnants  of  remnants  of  sav- 
ings, which  Mr.  Windham  has  so  justly  ridiculed,  become 
more  and  more  contemptible  according  to  their  dispropor- 
tion to  the  weight  of  the  charge  which  they  are  brought  to 
counterpoise.  He  has  used  another  argument  which  seems  , 
to  have  more  weight,  which  is,  that  it  may  be  necessary  for 
maintaining  the  character  and  credit  of  the  opposition ;  but 
at  a  miserably  low  ebb  is  that  character  and  credit  which  id 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  such  frauds  and  impostures.  Mr. 
Pitt  was  very  wrong  in  giving  to  them  the  countenance  he 
had  given,  and  which,  after  the  able  speech  he  had  made,  was 
no  proper  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  his  arguments.  Mr. 
Windham,  in  my  opinion,  even  from  what  I  see  in  the  papers, 
never  made  a  more  able  and  eloquent  speech.  I  particularly 
admire  the  manly  tone  of  scorn  with  which  he  treated  the 
miserable  imposture  of  the  motion.  I  thank  him  heartily 
for  his  speech,  and  subscribe  an  unfeigned  assent  and  con- 
sent to  all  the  articles  of  his  creed.  I  forgot  to  say  a  word  about 
fees,  which  it  seems  is  one  of  the  articles  of  charge  against 
Mr.  Windham's  office.  Whether  they  be  exorbitant  or  not 
is  more  than  I  can  judge,  but  that  they  are  profitable  to  the 
officer  is  no  objection,  provided  they  are  not  onerous  to  the 
public,  or  oppressive  to  those  that  pay  them.  This  was  so 
much  my  principle  iipon  the  reform,  that  I  carefully  re- 
served the  fees  to  the  ray  Office ;  but  in  the  progress  of  the 
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bill  I  was  absolutely  forced  by  the  frauds  of  Colonel  Barr^, 
acting  on  the  principles  of  Lord  Shelburn,  who  attributed 
every  sort  of  public  evil  to  fees,  in  a  famous  speech  of  his, 
and  by  the  unparalleled  treachery  of  our  own  party  I  was 
beat  out  of  my  plan,  and  compelled,  whether  I  would  or  not, 
to  bring  from  that  abolition  a  charge  of  £6000  a  year,  or 
rather  more,  upon  the  public,  for  the  official  expenses  which 
before  had  cost  nothing,  except  for  the  Paymaster's  salary 
and  some  other  salaries,  which  latter  were  insignificant. 
Whether  the  office  has  been  impaired  in  its  diligence  and  its 
spirit  of  accommodation  from  that  time  is  more  than  I  can 
positively  say,  but  I  believe  that  it  has.  I  am  sorry  to  have 
troubled  you  so  much  on  these  matters,  but  as  they^  relate 
to  facts  which  may  not  be  so  generally  known,  I  wish  you 
not  to  throw  away  this  letter.  I  have  no  objection  to  your 
showing  it  to  anybody,  but  do  not  desire  it  to  be  shown  to 
anyone  but  Lord  !Pitzwilliam  and  Mr.  Windham.  As  to 
you,  "  Macte  esto  virtute  tua  " — do  n't  be  discouraged  from 
taking  the  independent  line,  which  makes  you  vote  with  dif- 
ferent men,  but  always  upon  the  same  principle,  and  not  like 
these  vile  and  most  abject  wretches  who  compose  the  armed 
neutrality  ;  who,  if  they  were  not  the  most  contemptible  of 
the  human  race,  would  be  the  most  odious.  Thank  God,  you 
have  but  one  political  friendship  to  attend  to,  and  in  that 
you  will  never  find  any  clashing  with  public  principle. — As 
you  are  still  solicitous  about  my  health,  I  am  to  tell  you  that 
to-day  has  been  one  of  my  best  days ;  and  though  I  can't 
walk  without  an  arm,  I  have  moved  about  a  good  deal,  at 
least  a  good  deal  for  me.    Flesh  as  before.  Adieu. 

Tours  ever,        E.  B. 
P.  S.  Will  the  gentlemen  do  anything  in  my  affair  with 
Owen — or  have  they  given  it  up  ?    If  they  have  given  it  up, 
why  is  it  so  ? 


TO  DE.   LAUEEWCB. 

Bath,  11th  April,  1797, 

My  deab  Li.xmEKCE,  5  o'clock. 

This  terrible  war  on  the  continent  has  come  to  a  crisis. 

Whether  our  pacific  war  is  come  to  its  terrible  crisis  is  a 

matter  of  great  doubt ;  but  unless  God  interposes  in  some 
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Bignal  way,  it  must  terminate  in  a  peace  wldch,  like  Scylla, 
has  a  thousand  barking  monsters  of  a  thousand  wars  in  its 
womb.  God  preserve  us  from  such  peace  wid  such  wars. 
As  for  himself,  Windham  is  perfectly  m  the  right  to  be  go- 
verned b  V  circumstances ;  but  as  for  you,  who  act  with  no 
party  and  are  in  no  office,  your  own  honour  and  your  per- 
sonal re|)utation  are  the  sole  circumstances  by  which  you  are 
to  be  guided. — Therefore  profit  of  the  first  opening.  K  the 
emperor's  defection  is  solely  owing  to  the  bad  state  of  his 
own  affairs,  than  which  nothing  I  admit  can  appear  worse, 
we  have  much  to  lament  and  nothing  to  blame ;  but  if  the 
spirit  of  the  debates  in  the  English  parliament  have  tended 
to  bring  on  despair,  or  if  our  want  of  a  supply  to  his  necessi- 
ties has  crippjed  his  armaments,  then  we  have  at  once  to 
lament  and  to  blame.  However,  there  is  the  hand  of  God 
in  this  busijiess,  and  there  is  an  end  of  the  system  of  Europe, 
taking  in  laws,  manners,  religion,  and  politics,  in  which  I  de- 
lighted so  much.  My  poor  son  was  called  off  in  time — ^*'  ne 
quid  tale  videret." 

I  understand  that  Ellis  spoke  handsomely  of  me,  for  which 
I  thank  him ;  and  do  you  so  too,  through  yourself  or  any 
medium  you  can  find.  As  to  Windham,  he  never  fails,  but 
of  this  there  is  not  a  word ;  by  our  paper  1  should  have 
thought  he  had  not  spoken:  but  it  is  no  matter — all  our 
plans  are  defeated  by  the  settlement  which  the  peace  will 
make  of  the  French  system  in  the  West  Indies.  Mr.  Hud- 
dlestone's  letter  is  very  obliging,  but  I  really  wish  him  to 
keep  all  his  sentiments  concealed  until  he  can  get  into  the 
direction.  Tell  him  that  this  is  my  opinion,  and  that  then 
perhaps  he  may  steal  some  little  good  ;  for  we,  who  had  for 
fourteen  years  struggled  to  do  more,  have  been  miserably  de- 
feated, if  not  with  our  own,  yet  with  the  national  disgrace. 

I  wrote  to  Mr.  Troward,  and  wonder  you  have  not  seen 
him.  You  had  better  call  on  him,  as  he  lies  directly  in  your 
way.  Pray  l^t  me  hear  from  you  as  often  as  you  can,  though 
it  were  but  by  a  line.  Yom*  coming  hither  must  be  very  in- 
convenient to  you,  and  where  is  the  use  of  your  seeing  me  in 
the  body  of  this  death.  In  truth,  I  suffer  very  little  pain, 
but  I  gain  no  strength  at  aU.  If  I  find  any  difference,  it  is 
that  my  little  strength  declines.     Adieu.     G^d  bless  you. 

Tours  ever,  E*  B. 
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TO   DE.   LATJBENCE. 

Mt  deae  Latjeence,  Bath,  12tli  May,  1797. 

The  times  are  so  deplorable,  that  I  do  not  know  how 
to  write  about  them.  Indeed  I  can  hardly  bear  to  think  of 
them.  In  the  selection  of  these  mischiefs,  those  which  have  . 
the  most  recently  oppressed  and  overpowered,  rather  thaa 
exercised,  the  shattered  remains  of  my  understanding,  are 
those  of  the  navy  and  those  of  Ireland.  As  to  the  Mst,  I 
shall  say  nothing,  except  this,  that  you  must  remember  from 
the  moment  ijjfie  true  genius  of  this  French  revolution  began 
to  dawn  upon  my  mind,  I  comprehended  what  it  would  be  in 
its  meridian ;  and  that  I  have  often  said,  that  I  should  dread 
more  from  one  or  two  maritime  provinces  in  France,  in  which 
the  spirit  and  principles  of  that  revolution  were  established, 
than  from  the  old  French  monarchy  possessed  of  all  that  its 
ambition  ever  aspired  to  obtain  ;  that  we  should  begin  to  be 
infected  in  the  first  Nidus  and  hot-bed  of  their  infection,  the 
subordinate  parts  of  our  military  force,  and  that  I  should  not 
be  surprised  at  seeing  a  French  convoyed  by  a  British  navy 
to  an  attack  upon  this  kingdom.  I  thmk  you  must  remem- 
ber the  thing  and  the  phrase.  I  trust  in  God  that  these 
mutineers  may  not  as  yet  have  imbrued  their  hands  deeply 
in  blood.  If  th^  have,  we  must  expect  the  worst  that  can 
happen.  Alas !  for  the  mischiefs  that  are  done  by  the  news- 
papers, and  by  the  imbecility  of  the  ministers,  who  neither 
refuse  nor  modify  any  concession,  nor  execute  with  prompti- 
tude the  resolutions  they  take  through  fear ;  but  are  hesi- 
tating and  backward,  even  in  their  measures  of  retreat  and 
flight :  in  truth,  they  know  nothing  of  the  manoeuvre  either 
in  advance  or  retreat. 

The  other  affair,  hardlv  less  perplexing,  nor  much  less  in- 
stantly urging,  is  that  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  Baldwm  was  here,  and  he  spoke  something,  though 
indistinctly  and  confusedly,  of  a  strong  desire  that  he  sup- 

E)sed  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  have  for  a  reconciliation  with 
ord  Fitzwilliam.  Whether  this  is  mere  loose  talk,  such  as 
I  have  uniformly  heard  from  the  day  of  the  fatal  rupture,  is 
more  than  I  know.  My  answer  was,  that  while  the  cause  of 
this  calamitous  rupture  was  yet  in  its  operation,  I  had  done 
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everything  which  a  man  like  me  could  do  to  prevent  it  and 
its  effects,  but  that  now  the  question  was  not  what  should 
reconcile  the  Duke  to  Lord  P.,  but  what  would  reconcile 
Ireland  to  England.  This  was  very  near  the  whole  of  our 
conversation.  You  know  he  does  not  see  very  far,  nor  com- 
bine very  much.  I  have  had  a  hint  from  another  quarter, 
not  indeed  very  direct,  to  know  whether  it  was  my  opinion 
that  a  concession  to  the  Irish  Catholics  would  quiet  that 
country.  To  this  I  have  given  no  answer,  because  at  this 
moment  I  am  utterly  incapable  of  giving  any,  the  least  dis- 
tinct. Three  months  ago,  perhaps  even  two  months  ago,  I 
can  sav  with  confidence,  notwithstanding  tlte  hand  from 
which  it  would  be  offered,  it  would  have  prevented  the  dis- 
contents from  running  into  one  mass ;  even  if  the  compliance 
had  been  decently  evaded,  and  future  hopes  held  out,  I  think 
these  mischiefs  would  not  have  happened;  but  instead  of 
this,  every  measure  has  been  used  that  could  possibly  tend  to 
irritation.  The  rejection  of  the  Memorial  was  abrupt,  final, 
and  without  any  temperament  whatsoever.  The  speeches  in 
the  House  of  Lords  in  Ireland  were  in  the  same  strain ;  and 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  the  ministers  put  forward  a 
wretched  brawler,  one  Duigenan,  of  your  profession,  to  attack 
Mr.  Pox,  though  they  knew  that,  as  a  British  member  of 
parliament,  he  was  by  them  invulnerable;  but  their  great 
object  was  to  get  him  to  rail  at  the  whole  body  of  Catholics 
and  Dissenters  in  Ireland  in  the  most  foul  and  unmeasured 
language.  This  brought  on,  as  they  might  well  have  expect- 
ed, from  Mr.  Grattan  one  of  the  most  animated  philippics 
which  he  ever  yet  delivered,  against  their  government  and 
parliament. 

It  was  a  speech  the  best  calculated  that  could  be  conceived 
further  to  infiame  the  irritation  which  the  Castle-brawler's 
long  harangue  must  necessarily  have  produced.  As  to  Mr. 
Fox,  he  had  all  the  honour  of  the  day,  because  the  invective 
against  him  was  stupid,  and  from  a  man  of  no  authority  or 
weight  whatsoever ;  and  the  panegyric  which  was  opposed 
to  it  was  full  of  eloquence,  and  from  a  great  name.  The  At- 
torney-General in  wishing  the  motion  withdrawn,  as  I  under- 
stancl,  did  by  no  means  discountenance  the  principle  upon 
which  it  was  made,  nor  disown  the  attack  which  was  made, 
in  a  manner,  upon  the  whole  people  of  Ireland.      The  Soli- 
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oitor-General  went  the  full  length  of  supporting  it.  Instead 
of  endeavouring  to  widen  the  narrow  bottom  upon  which 
they  stand,  they  make  it  their  policy  to  render  it  every  day 
more  narrow.  In  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  Lord 
Grenville's  speech  turned  the  loyalty  of  the  Catholics  against 
themselves.  He  argued,  from  that  zeal  and  loyalty  they 
manifested,  their  want  of  a  sense  of  any  grievance.  This 
speech,  though  probably  well  intended,  was  the  most  indis- 
creet and  mischievous  of  the  whole.  People  do  not  like  to  be 
put  into  practical  dilemmas.  If  the  people  are  turbulent  and 
riotous,  nothing  is  to  be  done  for  them,  on  account  of  their 
evil  dispositions.  K  they  are  obedient  and  loylal,  nothing  is 
to  be  done  for  them,  because  their  being  quiet  and  contented 
is  a  proof  that  they  feel  no  grievance.  1  know  that  this  de- 
claration has  had  its  natural  effect,  and  that  in  several  places 
the  Catholics  think  themselves  called  upon  to  deny  the  in- 
ference made  by  ministers  from  their  good  conduct.  It 
seems  to  them  a  great  insult  to  convert  their  resolution  to 
support  the  king's  government  into  an  approbation  of  the 
conduct  of  those  who  make  it  the  foundation  of  their  credit 
and  authority  that  they  are  the  enemies  of  their  description. 
I  send  you  two  extracts  of  letters,  for  Lord  Pitzwilliam's 
and  your  information,  from  intelligent  and  well-informed 
people  in  Cork ;  *  and  one  of  them  from  a  gentleman  of  much 

♦  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Cork;  dated  May  Srd,  1797. 

.  .  .  "  As  to  the  affairs  of  this  country,  I  neither  know  what  to  say  or 
think  of  them ;  but  this  I  am  sorry  to  be  able  to  assure  you  of,  that  there 
is  a  very  great  and  general  change  in  the  minds  of  the  people  here,  brought 
about  vitibin  a  short  period.  No  more  of  that  enthusiasm  of  loyalty  and 
detestation  of  French  principles,  which  prevailed  so  much  on  the  late 
alarms.  It  is  now  *  The  English  minister  and  government  detest  poor 
Ireland^  and  toould  set  us  to  cuttiiig  one  another's  throats,  as  they  have 
done  in  the  North,*  S^c.  ^c.  In  short,  such  is  the  language  spoken  by 
every  man  almost  you  meet,  and  a  great  deal  worse.  Government's  in- 
gratitude, in  an  absolute  refusal  of  any  further  boon  to  the  Catholics,  has 
roused  the  resentment  of  the  quietest  spirits ;  and  the  severe  punishments 
inflicted  in  some  places  on  the  militia,  for  going  to  mass,  instead  of  the 
Protestant  church,  is  surely,  not  to  give  it  a  worse  appellation,  impolitic 
in  the  extreme." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Cork;  dated  May  4^A,  1797. 

"  By  the  Dublin  papers  you  will  see  what  is  going  on  there.  We 
can  expect  no  remedy  from  a  wretched  junto,  who  are  involving  their 
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eonsideration  and  influence  in  that  place.  These  will  let  you 
see  the  effect  of  that  conduct  which  tends  to  unite  all  descrip- 
tions of  persons  in  the  South,  in  the  same  spirit  of  discontent 
and  in  the  same  bonds  of  sedition  with  those  of  the  North. 
As  far  as  I  can  fi^iH^  no  part  of  the  army  in  Ireland  i&  yet 
tainted  with  the  general  spirit ;  but  under  a  general  discon- 
tent it  is  impossible  it  should  long  continue  sound  y  and  even 
if  it  did,  it  IS  as  impossible  that  such  a  country  can  be  ruled 
by  a  military  government,  even  if  there  were  no  en^ny  abroad 
to  take  advantage  of  that  miseirable  state  of  things. 

Now  suflfer  me  to  throw  down  to  you  my  thoughts  of  what 
might  be  expected  under  the  existing  circumstances,  from  the 
mere  grant  of  an  Act  of  Eorliament  for  a  total  emancipation. 
This  measure  I  hold  to  be  a  fundamental  part  in  any  plan  for 
quieting  that  country  and  reconciling  it  to  this ;  but  you  are 
well  aware,  that  this  measure,  like  every  other  measure  of  the 
kind,  must  depend  on  the  manner  in  which  it  is  done,  the 
persons  who  (fo  it,  and  the  skill  and  judgment  with  which 
the  whole  is  conducted.  And  first,  my  clear  opinion  is,  that 
as  long  as  the  present  junto  continue  to  govern  Ireland, 
such  a  measure  into  which  they  must  manifestly  appear  to 

country  in  certain  ruin.  A  letter  from  a  man  in  gOTemment  (whom  I 
cannot  mention)  to  his  friend  here  laments  the  infatuation  of  what  he 
calls  the  interior  cMnet,  to  \yhich  he  of  the  exterior  has  no  access.  The 
great  turnings  out  there  give  us  some  hopes  of  their  filling  up  the  measure 
of  their  iniquities  before  it  is  too  late  to  save  us.  That  interior  cabinet 
must  haye  choked  up  erery  channel  of  communication  to  the  .king,  or 
we  never  could  be  abandoned  to  the  situation  we  are  now  in.  The  swear- 
ing has  reached  to  Carberry ;  and  it  is  said  to  have  got  into  Blackpool, 
which  is  known  to  be  the  most  Protestant  suburb  of  this  city.  Roger 
O'Connor  was  obliged  to  fly  for  his  apostleship,  and  his"  steward  would 
have  been  probably  couTicted  at  the  assizes,  had  he  not  put  off  hid  trial. 
The  minds  of  men  are  much  changed  since  Christmas.  The  golden  op> 
portunity  was  lost  to  government,  of  assuming  the  whole  merit  of  grant- 
ing what  is  certainly  but  a  small  boon. 

"  It  must  come  in  spite  of  ascendancy,  with  many  other  reforms  through 
every  department,  otherwise  the  foundation  will  be  undermined.  The 
tithe  folks  are  hard  at  work  to  increase  them,  and  as  overbearing  as  ever. 
It  is  astonishing  how  the  interest  of  the  moment  can  blind  them.  But 
until  some  commutation  takes  place,  the  country  never  can  be  quiet. 

"  Tithes  will  ever  be  one  of  the  most  powerful  weapons  a  demagogue 
can  wield.  On  the  whole  it  appears  to  me  that  the  minds  of  men  are  so 
heated,  that  nothing  but  the  horrors  of  revolution  can  cool  them.  Many 
wish  for  the  experiment,  and  to  jfly  to  ills  they  know  not  of." 
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be  reluctantly  driven  never  can  produce  the  effects  proposed 
bj  it,  because  it  is  impossible  to  persuade  the  people  that,  as 
long  as  they  govern,  they  will  not  have  both  the  power  and 
inclination  totally  to  frustrate  the  effect  of  this  new  arrange- 
ment, as  they  have  done  that  of  all  the  former. 

Indeed  it  will  appear  astonishing  that  these  men  should 
be  kept  in  the  sole  monopoly  of  all  power,  upon  the  sole 
merit  of  their  resistance  to  the  Catholic  claims,  as  inconsist- 
ent with  the  connexion  of  the  two  kingdoms ;  and  yet  at  the 
same  time  to  Bee  those  claims  admitted,  and  the  pretended 
principle  of  the  connexion  of  the  two  countries  abandoned, 
to  preserve  to  the  same  persons  the  same  monopoly.  By 
this  it  would  appear  that  the  subject  is  either  to  be  relieved 
or  not ;  and  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms  abandoned  or 
maintained,  just  as  it  may  answer  the  purposes  of  a  faction 
of  three  or  rour  individuals.  But  if  that  junto  was  thrown 
out  to-morrow,  along  with  their  measure,  government  has 
proceeded  in  such  a  manner,  and  committed  so  many  [things] 
m  violent  declarations  on  this  subject,  that  a  complete  eman- 
cipation would  no  longer  pass  with  its  former  facility,  and  a 
strong  ferment  would  be  excited  in  the  church  party,  who, 
though  but  few  in  numbers,  have  in  their  hands  most  of  the 
ultimate  and  superior  property  of  the  kingdom.  These  dif- 
ficulties appear  to  me  to  be  great.  Certain  it  is,  that  if  they 
were  removed,  the  leaders  of  the  opposition  must  be  taken 
into  their  places,  and  become  the  object  of  confidence  to  an 
English  government.  They  are  to  a  man  pledged  for  some 
alteration  in  the  constitution  of  parliament.  If  they  made 
no  such  alteration,  they  would  lose  the  weight  which  they 
have,  and  which  is  necessary  to  quiet  the  countiy.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  they  were  to  attempt  a  change  upon  any  of 
the  plans  of  moderation  which  I  hear  they  have  adopted, 
they  would  be  as  far  from  satisfying  the  demands  of  the  ex- 
travagant people,  whom  they  mean  to  comply  with,  as  they 
would  be  in  preserving  the  actual  constitution  which  was 
fWbricated  in  1614.  The  second  infallible  consequence  would 
be,  that  if  a  revolution  of  this  kind  (for  it  would  be  a  revo- 
lution) were  accomplished  in  Ireland,  though  the  grounds 
are  a  little  different,  yet  the  principle  is  so  much  the  same, 
that  it  would  be  impossible  long  to  resist  an  alteration  of  the 
same  kind  on  this  side  of  the  water ;  and  I  never  have  doubt- 
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ed  since  I  came  to  the  years  of  discretion,  nor  ever  can 
doubt,  that  such  changes  in  this  kingdom  would  be  prelim- 
inary steps  to  our  utter  ruin ;  but  tf  I  considered  them  as 
such  at  all  times,  what  must  they  appear  to  me  at  a  moment 
like  the  present  ?  I  see  no  way  of  settling  these  kingdoms 
but  by  a  great  change  in  the  superior  government  here.  If 
the  present  administration  is  removed,  it  is  manifest  to  me, 
that  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  and  Lord  Guildford,  and  the 
Duke  of  Northumberland,  and  Lord  Lansdowne,  all,  or  most 
of  them,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Sheridan  and  Mr.  Fox, 
will  be  the  sole  option ;  that  if  they  took  in  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  they  must  take  him  in,  at  best,  in  the  state  of  utter 
insignificance  in  which  unfortunately  he  now  stands.  That 
they  would  gladly  take  in  my  Lord  Pitzwilliam  I  have  no 
question;  but  I  am  sure  he  would  have  no  support,  and 
never  would  be  suffered  to  play  any  principal  part,  as  long 
as  he  holds  the  maxims  and  is  animated  by  the  sentiment 
for  which,  as  a  statesman,  we  value  him.  He  certainly  would 
be  best  in  Ireland,  but  I  am  very  for  from  being  sure  that  his 
connexions  there  would  look  up  to  him  with  the  same  simple 
and  undivided  affection  which  they  formerly  did ;  and  I  am 
equally  uncertain  whether  he  would  leave  behind  him  a  min- 
istry which,  iu  the  mass,  would  be  better  disposed  to  his 
support  than  those  who  had  formerly  betrayed  him.  Be- 
sides, I  cannot  look  without  horror  upon  his  being  conjoined 
(and  possibly  found  in  a  new  reign  in  such  a  conjunction) 
with  a  ministry  who  have  spared  no  pains  to  prove  their  in- 
difference, at  least,  to  the  local  honour  and  interest  of  their 
country,  or  to  the  general  liberty  of  Europe ;  and,  indeed, 
who  have  wished  to  leave  no  doubt  upon  any  mind,  that  it  is 
their  ambition  to  act  in  this  countir  as  a  subordinate  depart- 
ment to  the  Directory  of  the  French  Eepublic.  I  see  no  ray 
of  hope  but  in  some  sort  of  coalition  between  the  heads  of 
the  factions  who  now  distract  us,  formed  upon  a  sense  of  the 
public  danger.  But  unfortunately  their  animositjr  towards 
each  other  grows  with  the  danger.  I  confess  that  if  no  such 
coalition  is  made,  and  yet  that  a  change  should  take  place,  I 
see  in  the  present  ministry  and  its  partisans  an  opposition 
far  more  formidable  than  that  whicn  we  have  at  present ; 
and  that  after  a  while,  at  least,  their  principles  and  their 
modes  of  prpceeding  will  not  be  found  very  different  from 
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those  of  the  present  opposition.  I  must  add,  since  I  am 
opening  my  mmd  so  much  at  large,  that  when  I  look  at  the 
state  of  the  civil  list  in  G-reat  Britain,  which  I  have  reason 
to  know  and  feel  to  be  full  two  years  in  debt  to  most  of  the 
departments,  I  see  no  means  of  carrying  on  government  upon 
anything  like  a  broad  bottom,  even  officially ;  to  say  nothing 
of  the  necessary  accommodation  to  those  expectants  who  wiU 
look  to  come  forward  with  advantage,  or  to  retire  without 
marks  of  disgrace  ;  and  both  parties  have  emulously  concur- 
red in  cutting  off  all  those  extraneous  means  of  accommoda- 
tion which  might  supply  the  deficiency  of  the  civil  list  re- 
sources. In  Ireland  things  are  yet  worse.  They  have  seized 
upon  all  the  means  of  government,  in  order  to  accommodate 
one  family  and  its  dependencies ;  and  they  have  so  squan- 
dered away  every  resource,  under  the  pretence  of  providing 
a  home  defence,  that  not  only  is  Ireland  unable  to  form  a 
system  of  comprehension,  but  England  will  soon  find  itself 
unable  to  supply  that  kingdom  with  the  means  of  its  ordinary 
existence.  To  whatever  point  of  the  compass  I  turn  my  eyes, 
I  see  nothing  but  difficulty  and  disaster.  You  will  naturally 
say,  Why  therefore  do  you  reason  in  a  state  of  despair  ?  I  do 
it,  that  Lord  PitzwiUiam  and  yourself  may  see  my  melan- 
choly reveries  in  this  deplorable  state  of  things.  The  very 
consideration  of  the  difficulties  which  strike  me  may  suggest 
to  better  heads  than  mine  the  means  of  overcoming  them. 

I  do  not  know  whether  you  have  seen  Hussey's  Pastoral 
Letter.  It  is  written  with  eloquence  and  energy,  and  with, 
perhaps,  too  little  management  towards  the  unfortunate  sys- 
tem which  rules  in  Ireland  at  present ;  but  it  is  the  product 
of  a  manly  mind,  strongly  impressed  with  the  trust  commit- 
ted to  his  hands  for  supporting  that  religion,  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  which  he  has  a  very  responsible  place,  and  which 
he  considers  as  in  the  commencement  of  a  new  persecution. 
It  is  therefore  no  wonder  that  he  recommends  an  adherence 
to  it  under  all  circumstances,  which  many  people,  animated 
by  a  contrary  party  zeal,  may  not  approve  :  but  men  must  act 
according  to  tneir  situation,  and  for  one  I  am  of  opinion  that 
it  were  better  to  have  a  strong  party  zeal,  provided  it  is  bot- 
tomed in  our  common  principles,  than  anything  resembling 
infidelity,  which  last  we  know,  by  woeful  experience,  is  as 
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capable  of  religious  persecution  as  any  sectarian  spirit  can 
possibly  be. 

I  received  your  letter  of  yestCTday.  Nothing  can  equal 
the  precipitation  of  ministers  in  acceding  to  the  demands  of 
the  nrst  mutiny.  Nothing  but  want  of  foresight  can  be  al- 
leged in  flavour  of  the  formalizing  delay  to  effectuate  the 
purposes  of  the  grant  which  had  oeen  extorted  from  their 
fears.  But  this  will  ever  be  the  case  of  those  who  act  from 
no  principle  but  fear.  The  moment  that  is  over,  they  fall 
into  a  supine  security.  I  agree  with  you,  that  no  folly  ever 
equalled  their  attempt  to  beg  off  discussicai  upon  this  sub- 
ject. They  ought  to  have  known  that  it  would  have  no 
other  effect  than  what  it  had,  which  was  to  provoke  and  in- 
flame the  discussion  they  had  so  childishly  sought  to  avoid ; 
but  the  whole  is  the  result  of  that  meanness  of  spirit  which 
has  brought  on  all  our  misfortunes,  and  rendered  all  our  re- 
sources miitless. 

Delicacy  alone  has  been  the  sole  cause  of  my  silence  to 
Mr.  "Windham  with  relation  to  the  affairs  of  Ireland ;  other- 
wise he  is  entitled  to  and  he  possesses  mj  most  unreserved 
confidence.  I  haye  therefore  no  sort  of  difficulty  in  wishing 
him  to  know  my  thoughts  upon  that  subject.  They  will  not 
be  very  encouraging  to  him,  oecause  I  am  ^atly  afraid  that 
the  preposterous  method  [of]  beginning  with  force  and  end- 
ing with  concession  may  defeat  the  effect  of  both.  If  things 
haa  been  in  their  .natural  course,  I  should  certainly  h^ve 
agreed  with  him.  No  concession  on  the  part  of  government 
ought  ever  to  be  made  without  such  a  demonstration  of 
force  as  might  insure  it  against  contempt.  It  will  always 
be  a  matter  of  great  moment  in  whose  hands  the  force  to  oe 
applied  in  domestic  disturbances  is  placed.  Never,  no,  never 
shall  I  be  persuaded  that  any  force  can  appear  otherwise 
than  as  odious,  and  more  odious  than  dreaded,  when  it  is 
known  to  be  under  the  direction  of  Lord  Carhampton.  I 
will  not  enter  into  all  the  particulars,  but  among  toe  many 
mischievous  measures  lately  adopted,  his  nomination  to  thiie 
office  of  commander-in-chief  led  to  by  fiar  the  worst  ccmse^ 
quences. 

When  I  am  opening  my  mind  to  you,  I  must  add,  that 
as  long  as  a  shallow,  hot-headed  puppy,  proud  and  presump- 
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tuous,  and  iU-behsTed,  like  Mr.  Cooke,  has  ihe  chief  or  Si;ny 
credit  at  the  Castle,  or  with  ministry  here,  I  can  esnpect  no 
sort  of  good  from  anything  that  can  be  done  in  paruament. 
When  we  talk  of  giving  way  to  Mr.  Grattan  and  the  Pon- 
sonbys,  I  suppose  it  is  meant  that  they  should  be  tak^i  into 
the  Irish  ministry ;  else  to  give  them  a  triumph,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  .leave  them  in  a  state  of  discontent  uid  dissatis- 
faction, if  we  consider  the  interest  of  govemnlent  as  govern- 
ment, is  to  act  against  the  most  obvious  dictates  of  common 
sense.  Adieu.  I  may  truly  say  with  Addison's  Cato,  "  I 
am  weary  of  conjecture.**  I  wUl  not  add  with  him,  that 
"  this  must  end  them."  But  they  must  soon  be  ended  by 
the  Master  of  the  drama,  to  whose  will,  pray  with  me,  that 
we  may  be  all,  in  all  things,  submissive. — Do  n't  forget  to 
send  me  the  Beport  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  that  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  if  you  can  get  it ;  though  I  do  not  know 
why  I  am  anxious  about  it,  because  as  a  nation  our  fate  seems 
decided,  and  we  perish  with  all  the  material  means  of  strength 
that  ever  nation  has  possessed,  by  a  poverty  and  imbecifity 
of  mind  which  has  no  example,  I  am  sure,  and  could  have  no 
excuse  even  in  the  weakest.    Adieu,,  adieu. 

Tours  ever, 
E.  B. 

TO  DE.   LAUEENCB. 

Mt  dbae  Lauebkob,  Beaconsfield,  1st  June,  1797. 

It  is  not  easy  for  me  to  describe  to  you  the  state  of 
Lord  Pitzwilliam's  mind.  Indeed  the  condition  of  all  affairs,  of 
Irish  affairs  in  particular,  especially  as  they  relate  to  him, 
both  as  a  man  and  as  a  statesman,  are  enough  to  perplex  a  very 
clear  understanding,  such  as,  in  truth,  his  understanding  na- 
turally is ;  but  independently  of  these  difficulties,  which  I  feel 
to  press  equally  upon  any  judgment  of  my  own,  he  has  those 
which  result  from  his  own  passions,  from  a  strong  predilec- 
tion to  Mr.  Fox  with  regard  to  this  side  of  the  water,  and  a 
still  stronger  with  regard  to  Mr.  "William  Ponsonby  on  the 
other  side.  As  to  Mr.  Ponsonby,  he  seems  to  be  guided  by 
nothing  but  his  passions.  He  is  by  his  natural  temper,  per- 
haps, the  most  vehemently  irritable  and  habitually  urritated 
of  any  person  whom  I  have  ever  heard  of — I  mean  of  a  man 
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conversant  with  public  affairs ;  and  he  is  even  yet  more  hot 
in  deliberation  and  council  than  he  is  in  debate.  Lord  Eitz- 
william  has  not  only  his  predilections,  but  he  is  influenced, 
too  much  so  in  my  opinion,  though  very  naturally  and  very 
excusably,  by  a  rooted  animosity  against  Mr.  Pitt,  and,  in- 
deed what  he  has  not  in  particular  to  himself,  an  incurable 
suspicion  of  his  sincerity.  If  his  predilections  had  been 
returned  by  any  correspondent  degree  of  attachment  or  con- 
fidence on  the  part  of  Mr.  Ponsonby  or  Mr.  Grattan,  I 
should  not  be  inclined  to  blame  the  confidence  which  he  has 
in  them,  because,  independently  of  their  conduct  (under 
great  provocations,  1  admit),  they  are,  especially  the  latter, 
men  oi  integrity  and  public  spirit ;  but  they  not  only  do  not 
act  in  confidence  or  m  concert  with  Lord  Fitzvnlliam,  but 
they  are  actually  engaged  in  personal  connexion,  and  com- 
bined in  public  arrangements,  in  a  manner  that  would  vir- 
tually exclude  my  Lord  Pitzwilliam  as  much  from  all  in- 
fluence and  direction  in  public  affairs  as  Mr.  Pitt  does,  or 
possibly  can  do.  It  is  plain  that  Ponsonby  has  concerted  the 
infernal  plan  of  what  he  calls  Parliamentary  Eeform,  with 
the  opposition  here,  and  eminently  with  his  son-in-law,  Mr. 
Grey,  with  whom  he  is  connected  full  as  much  by  politics  as 
he  is  by  family  ties.  Lord  Fitzwilliam  sees  this  Parliament- 
ary Reform,  thus  pushed  in  concert  by  the  opposition  in 
both  kingdoms,  exactly  in  the  same  light  which  you  and  I  do, 
and  yet  without  regard  to  the  dreadful  consequences  which 
he  foresees  from  this  measure,  and  without  regard  to  the  total, 
at  least  temporary,  alienation  of  those  people  from  his  confi- 
dence, his  connexion,  and  his  principles,  i  plainly  perceive 
that,  if  he  was  consulted,' he  would  advise  to  throw  every- 
thing into  their  hands.  If  I  am  asked  what  I  would  myself 
advise  in  such  a  case,  I  should  certainly  advise  the  same,  but 
with  this  temperament  and  express  previous  condition,  that 
they  renewed  their  confidence  in  Lord  PitzwiQiam,  whom  I 
hold  to  be  the  only  person  to  settle  Ireland ;  and  that  they 
give  him  some  assurance  as  a  man,  a  gentleman,  and  a  friend, 
that  fchey  will  be  practicable  about  their  schemes  of  changing 
the  constitution  of  the  House  of  Commons;  and  that 
they  will  desist  from  the  scheme  a£  an  absentee  tax,  which 
in  its  principle  goes  more  to  the  disconnexion  of  the  two 
kingdoms  than  anything  which  is  proposed  by  the  United 


d  by  Google 


LETTEBS.  521 

Irishmen.  As  to  Mr.  Grattan's  other  project,  of  laying 
new  taxes  upon  English  commodities,  and  the  principle 
upon  which  he  proposes  it,  —  namely,  that  England  is  a 
foreign  and  a   hostile  kingdom  and  adverse  in  interest, 

Sit]  is,  I  think,  a  measure  he  would  hardly  persevere  in. 
think  the  difficulty  of  the  case  is  extreme,  when  you 
consider  the  military  government  established  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  wild  democratic  representation  proposed 
as  its  cure  [on]  the  other.  If  Lord  Fitzwilliam  cannot 
be  the  Lord-Lieutenant,  a  thing  to  which  he  never  would 
consent,  and  indeed  in  prudence  ought  not  to  do,  leaving 
an  adverse  cabinet  behind  him,  and  if  that  adverse  cabi- 
net be,  as  it  is,  full  as  little  disposed  to  trust  to  him  as 
he  is  to  rely  upon  it,  the  only  way  in  which  he  can  be 
serviceable  is  in  a  mediatorial  capacity;  and  this  office  of 
a  mediator  he  certainly  cannot  perform  in  the  temper  he  is 
in  at  present.  I  have  entered  into  a  very  great  detail  with 
him,  perhaps  into  too  great  a  detail,  upon  all  those  points, 
not  being  quite  sure  that  I  should  live  to  converse  with  him 
again  upon  the  subject ;  yet  I  am  afraid  that  I  have  poured 
too  much  into  a  mmd  in  itself  over  anxious  and  over  full. 
He  does  not  like,  nor  indeed  do  I.  much,  the  mauner  in 
which  he  seems  to  be  indirectly  and  without  the  least  confi- 
dence consulted  about  a  particular  member  of  an  arrange- 
ment, I  mean  that  of  naming  your  namesake,  Judge  Law- 
rence, to  be  Chancellor  of  &eland.  It  is  plain  that  they 
mean  some  change  to  satisfy  the  people,  but  not  essentially 
to.  alter  their  system,  or  to  bring  in  any  man  whose  local 
weight  and  authority  might  counterbalance  that  of  Lord 
Clare  and  his  faction,  or  prove  a  gratification  to  any  de- 
scription of  the  people,  or  to  facilitate  any  general  arrange- 
ment ;  and  they  seem  to  want  a  sort  of  sanction  from  Lord 
Fitzwilliam,  with  regard  to  a  single  member  of  some  system 
with  which  he  is  wholly  unacquamted.  The  thing  was  first 
suggested  to  him  by  Lord  Carlisle,  and  "Woodford  in  a  letter 
to  me  made  the  same  suggestion,  to  be  communicated  to  Lord 
Fitzwilliam  as  from  Mr.  Windham.  He  was  naturally  much 
against  giving  any  opinion  on  the  subject ;  for  which  he 
gave  many  good  reasons ;  but  he  was  so  hurt  at  those  un- 
confidential  confidences,  that  he  was  for  some  time  unwilling 
that  I  should  communicate  his  reasons  for  declining  any 
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opinion  in  mj  answer  to  Mr.  Woodford's  commmueation. 
Howeyer,  I  persuaded  him  to  let  me  do  it,  as  I  am  sure  that, 
guarding  hims^  by  a  prudent  suspicion,  he  ought  to  be  as 
open  to  hear  as  cautious  to  determine  upon  any  matter 
rektive  to  Ireland.  This  is  all  with  which  I  have  to  trouble 
you  at  present. 

As  to  the  state  of  my  body  since  my  return,  I  cannot  help 
smiling  at  the  thought  of  Woodford's  seeing  it  in  so  gay  a 
point  of  view ;  for  I  am  sure  if  I  should  live  to  see  you,  you  will 
rather  think  me  a  man  dug  out  of  the  grave  than  as  a  man 
going,  as  I  am,  into  it.  I  am  infinitely  weaker  than  when  I 
kft  this,  and  &r  more  emaciated.  '*  Pallor  in  (Hre  sedet, 
macies  in  corpore  toto."  I  look  like  Ovid's  Envy,  but,  thank 
God,  without  much  envying  any  one ;  and  certainly  not  in  a 
condition  to  be  envied,  except  by  those  who  prognosticate 
the  dreadful  evils  of  every  kind  which  are  impending 
over  us.  Adieu.  Mrs.  Burke  salutes  you  cordially;  and 
believe  me 

Ever  yours, 

E.B. 

P.  S.  I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  I  have  seen  and  conversed, 
though  not  enough,  with  Dr.  Hussey^;  but  this  I  know, 
that  he  has  stated  facts  suflGlcient  to  justify  almost  every- 
thing which  might  have  been  considered  as  indiscreet  in  his 
pastoral  letter. 


TO  THOHi.8   KBOGH,  ESQ.,   GBAY'S-HrET  OOFFEB-HOUBB. 

Sib,  Beaconsfield,  17th  Nov.,  1796. 

I  am  so  much  out  of  the  world,  that  I  am  not  sur- 
prised every  one  should  be  ignorant  of,  as  he  is  uninterested 
in,  the  state  of  my  health,  my  habits  of  life,  or  anything  else 
that  belongs  to  me. 

Tour  obliging  letter  of  the  20th  of  July  was  delivered  to 
me  at  Bath,  to  which  place  I  was  driven  by  urgent  necessity, 
as  my  only  chance  of  preserving  a  life  which  did  not  th^ 
promise  a  month's  duration.  I  was  directed  to  suspend  all 
application  to  business,  even  to  the  writing  of  a  common  Ic^ 
ter ;  as  it  was  thought  that  I  had  suffered  by  some  such  ap- 
plication, and  by  the  attendant  anxiety,  before  and  about  that 
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time.  I  returned  from  Bath  not  well,  but  mucb  recovered 
from  the  state  in  which  I  had  been ;  and  I  continued  in  the 
j9ame  condition  of  convalescence  for  a  month  or  six  weeks 
longer.  Soon  after  I  began  gradually  to  decline,  and  at  this 
moment  I  do  not  find  myself  very  materially  better  or  stronger 
than  when  I  was  sent  to  Bath. 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  offer  which  you  made  in  that 
letter,  of  conveying  anything  from  me  to  Ireland ;  but  I  really 
thought  you  had  known  that  I  have  no  kind  of  correspond- 
ence or  communication  with  that  country,  and  that  for  a  good 
while  I  had  not  taken  any  part  whatsoever  in  its  affsiirs.  I 
believe  you  must  have  observed  when  last  I  had  the  honour 
of  seeing  you  in  London,  how  little  any  opinions  of  mine  are 
likely  to  prevail  with  persons  in  power  here,  even  with  those 
with  whom  I  had  formerly  a  long  and  intimate  connexion. 
I  never  see  any  of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  except  one  sen- 
tlemao,  who,  i&om  mere  compassion,  has  paid  me  some  visits 
in  this  my  retreat,  and  has  endeavoured  by  his  e;enerous  sym- 
pathy to  soothe  my  pains  and  my  sorrows :  but  tnat  gentleman 
nas  no  concern  in  Irish  affairs,  nor  is,  I  believe,  consulted 
about  them.  I  cannot  conceive  how  you  or  anybody  can  • 
think  that  any  sentiments  of  mine  are  called  for,  or  even  ad- 
mitted, when  it  is  notorious  that  there  is  nothing  at  home 
or  abroad,  in  war  or  in  peace,  that  I  have  the  good  fortune 
to  be  at  all  pleased  with.  I  ought  to  presume  that  they  who 
have  a  great  public  trust,  who  are  of  distinsuished  abUities, 
and  who  are  in  the  vigour  of  their  life,  behold  things  in  a 
juster  point  of  view  than  I  am  able  to  see  them,  however  my 
8elf«partiali1y  may  make  me  too  tenacious  of  my  own  opinion. 
I  am  in  no  degree  of  confidence  with  the  great  leader  either 
of  ministry  or  opposition. 

In  a  general  way,  I  am  but  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
distracted  state  of  Ireland,  and  with  the  designs  of  the  pub- 
lic ^lemy  pointed  at  that  kingdom.  I  have  my  own  thoughts 
upon  the  causes  of  those  evils.  You  do  me  justice  in  saying, 
in  your  letter  of  July,  that  I  am  a  true  Irishman.  Con- 
sidering as  I  do  England  as  my  country,  of  long  habit,  of  ob- 
ligation, and  of  establishment,  and  that  my  primary  duties 
are  hers,  1  cannot  conceive  how  a  man  can  be  a  genuine 
Englishman,  without  being  at  the  same  time  a  true  Irishman, 
though  fortune  should  have  made  hip  birth  on  this  side  of  the 
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water.  I  think  the  same  sentiments  ought  to  be  reciprocal 
on  the  part  of  Ireland,  and  if  possible  with  much  stronger 
reason.  Ireland  cannot  be  separated  one  moment  from  Eng- 
land, without  losing  every  source  of  her  present  prosperity, 
and  even  hope  of  her  future.  I  am  very  much  afflicted, 
deeply  and  bitterly  afflicted,  to  see  that  a  very  small  faction 
in  Lreland  should  arrogate  it  to  itself  to  be  the  whole  of  that 
great  kingdom ;  I  am  more  afflicted  in  seeing  that  a  ver/ 
minute  piurt  of  that  small  faction  should  be  able  to  persuade 
any  person  here,  that  on  the  support  of  their  power  the  con- 
nexion of  the  two  kingdoms  essentially  depends.  This 
strange  error,  if  persevered  in  (as  I  am  afraid  it  will),  must 
accomplish  the  ruin  of  both  countries.  At  the  same  time  I 
must  as  bitterly  regret,  that  any  persons  who  suffer  by  the 
predominance  of  that  corrupt  fragment  of  a  &ction  should 
totally  mistake  the  cause  of  their  evils,  as  well  as  their  re- 
medy ;  if  a  remedy  can  be  at  all  looked  for ;  which  I  confess 
I  am  not  sanguine  enough  to  expect  in  any  event,  or  from  the 
exertions  of  any  person ;  and  least  of  all  from  exertions  of 
mine,  even  if  I  had  either  health  or  prospect  of  life  commen- 
surate to  so  difficult  an  undertaking.  ^  I  say,  I  do  regret,  that 
the  conduct  of  those  who  suffer  should  give  any  advantage  to 
those  who  are  resolved  to  t3rrannize.  I  do  believe  that  this 
conduct  has  served  only  as  a  pretext  for  aggravating  the  ca- 
lamities of  that  party,  which,  though  superior  in  number,  is 
from  many  circumstuices  much  inferior  in  force. 

I  believe  there  are  very  few  cases  which  will  justify  a  re- 
volt against  the  established  government  of  a  country,  let  its 
constitution  be  what  it  wUl,  and  eveti  though  its  abuses 
should  be  great  and  |)rovokin|; ;  but  I  am  sure  there  is  no 
case  in  which  it  is  justifiable,  either  to  conscience  or  to  pru- 
dence, to  menace  resistance  when  there  is  no  means  of  effect- 
ing it,  nor  perhaps  in  the  major  part  any  disposition.  You 
know  the  state  of  that  country  better  tlian  I  can  pretend  to 
do,  but  I  could  wish,  if  there  was  any  use  in  retrospect,  that 
those  menaces  had  been  forborne ;  because  they  have  caused 
a  real  alarm  in  some  weak  though  well-intentioned  minds ; 
and  because  they  furnish  the  bold  and  crafty  with  pretences 
for  exciting  a  prosecution  of  a  much  more  fierce  and  terrible 
nature  thm  1  ever  remember,  even  when  the  country  was 
under  a  system  of  laws  apparently  less  favourable  to  its  tran- 
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quillity  and  good  government,  at  the  same  time  that  sober 
exertion  has' lessened  in  the  exact  proportion  in  which  flashy 
menaces  increased.  Pusillanimity  (as  often  it  does)  has  suc- 
ceeded to  rage  and  fury.  Against  all  reason,  experience,  and 
observation,  many  persons  in  Ireland  have  taken  it  into  their 
heads  that  the  influence  of  the  government  here  has  been 
the  cause  of  the  misdemeanour  of  persons  in  power  in  that 
^untry,  and  that  they  are  suffering  under  the  yoke  of  a  Brit- 
ish domination.  I  n^ust  speak  the  truth — I  must  say,  that 
all  the  evils  of  Ireland  originate  within  itself;  that  it  is  the 
boundless  credit  which  is  given  to  an  Irish  cabal  that  pro- 
duces whatever  mischiefs  both  countries  may  feel  in  their  re- 
lation. England  has  hardly  anything  to  do  with  Irish 
government.  I  heartily  wish  it  were  otherwise ;  but  the 
body  of  the  people  of  England,  even  the  most  active  poli- 
ticians, take  little  or  no  concern  in  the  affairs  of  Ireland. 
They  are,  therefore,  by  the  minister  of  this  country,  who 
fears  upon  that  account  no  responsibility  here,  and  who  shuns 
all  responsibility  in  Ireland,  abandoned  to  the  direction  of 
those  who  are  actually  in  possession  of  its  internal  govern- 
ment :  this  has  been  the  case  more  eminently  for  these  five 
or  six  last  years ;  and  it  is  a  system,  if  it  deserves  that  name, 
not  likely  to  be  altered. 

I  conceive  that  the  last  disturbances,  and  those  the  most 
important,  and  which  have  the  deepest  root,  do  not  originate, 
nor  have  they  their  greatest  strength,  among  the  Catholics  : 
but  there  is,  and  ever  has  been,  a  strong  republican  Protest- 
ant faction  in  Ireland,  which  has  persecuted  the  Catholics 
as  long  as  persecution  would  answer  their  purpose,  and  now 
the  same  faction  would  dupe  them  to  become  accomplices  in 
effectuating  the  same  purposes  ;  and  thus  either  by  tyranny 
or  seduction  would  accomplish  their  ruin.  It  was  with 
grief  I  saw  last  year  with  the  Catholic  delegates  a  gentle- 
man, who  was  not  of  their  religion,  or  united  to  them  in  any 
avowable  bond  of  a  public  interest,  acting  as  their  secretary, 
in  their  most  confidential  concerns.  I  afterwards  found 
that  this  gentleman's  name  was  implicated  in  a  correspond- 
ence with  certain  Protestant  conspirators  and  traitors,  who 
are  acting  in  direct  connexion  with  the  enemies  of  all  go- 
vernment and  religion.  He  might  be  innocent ;  and  I  am 
very  sure  that  those  who  employed  and  trusted  him  were 
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Serfectly  ignorant  of  his  treasonable  correspondences  and 
esigns,  if  such  he  had ;  but  as  he  has  thought  proper  to 
quit  the  king's  dominions  about  the  time  of  the  investiga- 
tion of  that  conspiracy,  unpleasant  inferences  may  have  been 
drawn  firom  it.  I  never  saw  him  but  once,  which  was  in 
your  company,  and  at  that  time  knew  nothing  of  his  connex- 
ions, character,  or  dispositions. 

I  am  never  likely  to  be  called  upon  for  my  advice  in  this 
or  in  any  business ;  and  after  having  once  almost  forcibly  ob- 
truded myself  into  it,  and  having  found  no  sort  of  good  effect 
from  my  uncalled-for  interference,  I  shall  certainly,  though 
I  should  have  better  health  than  I  can  flatter  myself  with, 
never  again  thrust  myself  into  those  intricate  af&irs.  Per- 
sons of  much  greater  abilities,  rank,  and  consequence  than  I 
am,  and  who  had  been  called  by  their  situation  to  those 
affi&irs,  have  been  totally  overwhelmed  by  the  domineering 
party  in  Ireland,  and  have  been  disgraced  and  ruined,  as  far 
as  independence,  honour,  and  virtue  can  be  ruined  and  dis- 
graced. However,  if  your  leisure  permits  you  to  pay  a  visit 
to  this  melancholy  infirmary,  I  shall  certainly  receive  any 
information  with  which  you  are  pleased  to  furnish  me ;  but 
merely  as  news,  and  what  may  serve  to  feed  the  little  interest 
I  take  in  this  world.  You  will  excuse  my  having  used  the 
hand  of  a  confidential  friend  in  this  letter,  for  indeed  I  suffer 
much  by  stooping  to  write. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Edmund  Bubke. 


FBA.GMEKT    OP  A  LBTTEB    TO    LOBD    OHAlTOELLOB 
LOUeUBOBOUGH. 
WITHOUT   ▲  DATB. 

My  dbab  Lobd, 

I  am  to  inform  you,  that  your  good-natured  presenta- 
tion has  had  its  full  effect,  and  that  Mr.  Etty  is  parson  of 
Whitchurch.  By  that  one  arrangement  your  Loroship  has 
the  satisfaction  of  making  several  people  happy :  the  person 
who  resigned  the  living  not  the  least  so.  Tour  prot^g^  is 
much  attached  to  a  very  pleasing  young  woman,  the  daughter 
of  a  worthy  clergymaii  in  this  neighbourhood.  Without  this 
preferment  there  was  no  hope  of  their  union.  All  the  parties 
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have  a  considerable  degree  of  merit;  and  they  feel  much 
gratitude  for  the  happiness  they  enjoy,  and  the  good  prospect 
which,  in  their  estimate,  lies  before  them.  I  am  sure  I  am 
myself  extremely  obliged  to  you  on  this  occasion,  and  should 
tlunk  myself  much  to  blame,  if  I  neglected  to  make  you  my 
best  acknowledgments. 

We  must  enjoy  those  transient  satisfactions  as  they  arise, 
without  inquiring  too  minutely  into  their  probable  duration. 
Qtod  knows  how  long  the  church  establishment,  on  which 
these  people  exist,  and  to  which  such  multitudes  are  now 
breeding  up,  is  likely  to  last.  But  whenever  that  goes,  it 
will  go  with  everything  else. 

When  that  grand  period  will  arrive  it  is  not  easy  to  foresee 
with  exactness ;  but  there  are  plain  and  evident  marks  of  its 
approach.  I  do  n't  mean  that  they  appear  in  the  event  of 
this  or  that  measure  (though  the  prospect  in  that  point  of 
view  is  gloomv  enough),  but  in  the  dispositions  of  men, 
which  prepare  bad  events  and  improve  accidental  misfortune 
into  systematic  ruin.  I  very  much-  doubt  whether,  in  any 
country,  they  who  have  the  charge  of  us,  the  poor  flock,  are 
BufBciently  aware  of  the  giant-strides  with  which  the  great 
over-bearing  master-calamity  of  the  time  is  advancing  towards 
118.  All  you,  the  great,  act  just  as  if  you  thought  a  thou- 
sand things  were  to  be  feared  or  pursued  for  their  own 
separate  sakes,  when,  in  reality,  none  are  worth  notice,  other- 
wise than  as  they  tend  to  promote  or  resist  the  cause  of 
Jacobinism.  What  amazes  me,  even  to  consternation  and 
horror,  is,  that  people,  otherwise  of  the  very  best  under- 
standings, proceed  exactly  as  if  everything  stood  in  the 
situation  in  which  you  and  I  saw  them  thirty  years  ago,  at 
a  time  when  very  great  errors  led  but  to  very  slight  conse- 
quences; and  not  as  they  are  now,  when  very  slight  mistakes 
lead  to  incalculable  evils.  Then  the  greatest  changes  which 
could  be  apprehended  could  very  little .  affect  the  domestic 
happiness  of  the  greater  part  of  mankind ; — now  no  man's 
fireside  is  safe  firom  the  effects  of  a  political  revolution. 

I  confess  that  the  conversation  I  oad  with  your  Lordship, 
when  you  were  kind  enough  to  pay  a  short  visit  to  this 
melancholy  abode,  filled  me  with  no  small  uneasiness  at  that 
time  and  ever  since.  Erom  the  tenor  of  that  conversation 
I  collected,  that  if  the  ministry  should  exist  at  all  in  the 
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form  it  had  lately  taken,  it  must  lose  for  eyer  that  cement 
of  cordiality,  of  cooperation,  and  of  unity  of  design  for 
^hich  alone  political  coalitions  are  worth  pursuing  and 
framing. 

This  disunion  has  happened  at  the  time,  in  the  manner,  and 
on  the  subject  which  of  all  others  is  calculated  to  render  it 
fatal.  We  see  our  way  but  ill  before  us!  I  thought  that  the 
reputation  and  the  permanence  of  Mr.  Pitt's  administration 
Was  the  very  comer-stone  of  the  salvation  of  Europe.  I 
thought  that  the  junction  lately  made  was  the  security  of 
that  angular  piece.  You  know  that  although  I  had  no  share 
in  the  executive  detail  (a  thing  for  which  I  have  little  capa- 
city and  no  liking),  how  ardently  I  wished,  how  earnestly  I 
laboured  for,  and  how  trul^r  I  rejoiced  in  the  late  arrange- 
ment. But  would  to  Otod  it  had  never  been  made !  without 
it  there  was  a  possibility  (in  truth,  no  more  than  a  pos- 
sibility) of  avoiding  ruin.  But  now,  at  least  in  my  bosom, 
every  ray  of  hope  is  extinguished. 

I  know  that  many  of  those  who  considered  themselves  as 
Mr.  Pitt's  friends,  and  many  of  those  who  were  in  the  closest 
connexion  with  the  Duke  of  Portland  and  with  Lord  Fitz- 
william,  were  against  the  late  coalition.  They  will  neither 
of  them  be  sorry  to  see  them  kept  in  with  humiliation  and 
mortification,  or,  what  one  set  of  tnem  will  like  better,  to  see 
them  kicked  out  with  disgrace.  But  their  rejoicing  will  be 
the  grief  of  a  late  posterity. 

''  The  child  will  rue,  that  is  unborn,  the  hunting  of  that  day." 

It  is  as  I  expected:  Lord  FitzwiUiam  is  not  to  go  to  Lreland. 
The  reason,  as  I  hear,  for  his  not  going  is  that  alone  for 
which  I  should  wish  him  to  go  at  aU.  It  was  apprehended 
that  he  would  make  some  changes  in  Ireland.  I  have  seen 
and  conversed  with  Lord  F.  upon  Ireland ;  though  not  at 
all  about  the  arrangements  of  men,  nor  the  difficult  case 
which  has  since  occurred,  and  of  which  it  did  not  seem  to  me 
that  Lord  F.  had  the  least  suspicion.  He  desired  to  talk  to 
me,  as  to  a  man  of  some  knowledge  in  the  affairs  of  Ireland, 
and  of  great  zeal  and  earnestness  that  the  king's  business 
should  go  on  prosperously  in  that  kingdom,  and  it  this  time. 
I  gave  him  my  honest  opinions  (which  you  know,  as  well  as 
he  knows  them)  on  that  subject.  I  took  the  liberty,  even 
before  I  had  seen  him,  and  on  the  prospect  of  Hutchinson's 
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deatli  (or  instantly  after  it,  I  forget  wbich),  to  caution  him 
against  jobbing  away  the  two  offices  which  he  held,  particu- 
larly that  d  the  college.  Of  this  I  "^m  sure,  that,  before 
Hutchinson's  death,  I  wrote  to  Grattan  to  exert  himself  to 
prevent  that  seminary  of  the  church. of  Ireland  from  becom- 
ing a  matter  of  state  accommodation  or  private  patronage. 
I  wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Portland  a  long  letter  to  the  same 
effect.  Even  in  the  first  paroxysms  of  grief,  under  the  heavy 
hand  of  Gk>d,  when  Winaham's  kindness  broke  in  upon  me, 
finding  it  long  before  given  out  that  I  was  soliciting,  and  in 
one  paper  it  being  asserted  that  I  had  secured  it  to  myself, 
I  spoke  and  wrote  my  mind  very  fully  to  him  against  this 
radical  job,  which  struck  at  the  rising  generation,  a^d  poi- 
soned public  winciple  in  its  first  stamen — and  when  I  heard 
that  one  Dr.  Bennet,  not  content  with  his  bishopric,  was  so 
greedy  and  so  frantic,  at  this  time,  when  the  church  labours 
under  so  much  odium  for  avarice,  as  to  wish  to  rob  the  mem- 
bers of  its  seminary,  men  of  the  first  characters  in  learning 
and  morals,  of  their  legal  rights,  and  by  dispensation  to  grap- 
ple to  himself,  a  stranger  and  wholly  unacquainted  with  the 
body,  its  lucrative  provostship  as  a  Commendam,  I  wrote  to 
the  Duke  of  Portland  strongly  to  enforce  the  idea  I  express- 
ed to  your  Lordship  in  our  conversation,  and  before  to  him 
by  letter  against  unstatutable  nominations.  I  considered  a 
dispensation  to  be  to  the  statutes  only  as  equity  to  law ;  and 
that  he,  the  Duke  of  Portland,  had  no  right  by  his  arbitrary 
will  and  pleasure  to  recommend  a  violation  of  the  law,  and 
the  robbing  of  other  people  of  their  undoubted  rights. 
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Bahar,  proTince  o^  sold  to  wicked 
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their  absolute  power  OTer  Eu- 
ropeand  as  well  as  natiTes,  34 ; 
.distinctions  regarding  them,  35; 
those  of  Calcutta,  138;  their  pe- 
nurious character,  393 ;  farms  let 
to,  163,  Tiii.  353. 

Barker,  Sir  Robert,  offer  made  to, 
Tiii.  429. 

Barlow,  Mr.,  on  the  state  of  trade 
in  India,  yiii.  97. 

Bairatch  and  Grorrockpore,  causes 
of  the  rebellion  in,  -viii.  207. 

Barr^,  Colonel,  frauds  of,  nii.  509. 

Barwell,  Mr.,  appointment  of,  vii. 
141 ;  his  absence  from  the  Coun- 
cil, Tiii.  338. 

Beard,  custom  of  q[>itting  en  ike, 
TiiL  107. 

Bechetta,  a  poisonous  plant,  yii.  188. 
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232;  conditional  order  of  .the 
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her  sufferings,  274. 

Begums,  ladies  of  the  seraglio,  their 
treasures  seized,  TiiL  184, 258«263. 

Behar  Ali  Kh&n,  scourged,  viii  202. 

Behardre,  Nabob,  complaint  of,  viii. 
281. 

Belli,  Mr.,  Secretary  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, viL  475;  eommission  given 
to,  TiiL  370. 

Benares,  state  o^  in  the  time  of 
Cheit  Sing,  Tii.  49 ;  on  the  soye- 
reignty  of,  95,  484;  viiL  10 ;  pro- 
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try, 22 ;  object  of  Mr.  Hastings  in 
going  there,  35 ;  rebellion  in,  40 ; 
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of,  53 ;  devastations  in,  55—65 ; 
altered  state  of;  87 ;  the  visit  of 
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96 ;  extract  frx>m  the  proceedings 
of  the  president  at,  viii.  98 ;  de- 
gradation of  the  people  in,  103, 

Bencffam  Pundit,  viii.  14^   letter 
from,  431—436. 
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Bengal,  provinces  in,  vii.  48 ;  care 
of  the  traveller  in,  ib, ;  power  of 
the  Arabs  in,  50 ;  the  Mahomedan 
sovereigns  in,  t&. ;  its  conquest  by 
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ment by  Lord  dive,  89;  landed 
property  in,  confiscated,  136 ;  re- 
venue of,  ib, ;  state  of  affairs  in, 
137 ;  ravages  in,  236 ;  famine  in, 
254,  310;  causes  of  it,  250; 
abuses  in,  341 ;  three  distinct 
classes  of  people  in,  viii.  306 ;  op- 
pressions of  Mr.  Hastings  in,  308 ; 
disposal  of  the  landed  interests 
in,  352,  355 ;  the  Company's  If^t- 
ter  in  reference  to,  358;  under 
the  authority  of  Gunga  Govin 
Sing,  381. 

Bengal  Beveliue  Consultations,  ex- 
tract from,  vii.  205. 

Bonn,  Mr.,  succeeds  Mr.  Markham, 
viii.  £14;  his  reign,  87. 

Berar,  R^jah  of,  sum  of  money 
given  to,  vii.  370,  4.33. 

Bidjigur,  foH  of,  viii.  27,  47;  the 
wives  and  hmUy  of  Cheit  Sing 
in,  47 ;  plondered,  50. 

Bijanaut,  Rajah  of  Dinagepore,  vii. 
443. 

Bishops,  the  lights  of  religion,  vii. 
230. 

Bolingbroke's  Abridgment  of  the 
Irish  SUtutes,  viii.  501. 

Bonds,  called  for  by  Mr.  Hastings, 
ViL  37^-408. 

Boxey  Rogoober  Dyall,  character 
of,  viii.  77. 

Brahmins,  hi^  caste  of,  vii.  190 ; 
cruelties  to  the,  191 ;  their  laws, 
492. 

Bribe-broker,  an  extensive  one,  viiL 
383. 

Bribery,  evils  ct,  vu.  132—184 
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organized  system  of,  ]35,  207, 
2G^;  act  of  parliament  to  pre- 
vent^ 156, 359 ;  a  new  scheme  of, 
368. 

Bribes,  little  known  in  England,  yii. 
241 ;  eflfects  of,  from  the  example 
of  a  Governor-General,  242 ;  on 
the  receipt  of,  365;  reasons  for 

'    concealing,  403.  ^ 

Bristow,  Mr.,  appointment  of,  TiiL 
112 ;  the  resident  at  Oude,  115 ; 
his  removal,  121, 122;  the  Direct- 
ors order  him  to  be  re-instated, 
123;  appointed  superintendent  of 
political  affairs,  128 ;  reasons  as- 
signed by  Mr.  Hastings  for  his 
recall  from  Lucknow,  129;  evi- 
dence of,  188 ;  prisoners  released 
by,  204 ;  letter  o^  i6. ;  order  to, 
205 ;  his  correspondence  with 
Major  Gilpin,  269;  his  letters 
to  the  Board,  289;  on  the  sad 
state  of  Oude,  292. 

Brown,  M^jor,  testimony  of,  viii. 
189. 

Brunswick,  Duke  of,  viii.  482. 

BuUock-contracts,  viii.  370. 

Bui  want  Sing,  government  of,  viii. 
49;  the  father  of  Cheit  Sing,  29; 
petition  from  his  widow,  81 ;  con- 
firmed in  his  principality,  88. 

Burgh,  William,  Esq.,  letter  of  Mr. 
Burke  to,  viii.  455. 

Burgoyne,  General,  captivity  of,  viii. 
46§ ;  his  character,  469. 

Burke,  Edmund,  letter  of  Mr.  Ro- 
chester to  Lord  Milton  on  his  life 
and  writings,  vii.  1 ;  his  speeches 
on  the  impeachment  of  Warren 
Hastings,  4 ;  his  official  services, 
5  ;  opens  the  proceedings  in  the 
House  of  Lords  on  the  trial  of 
Warren  Hastings,  8 ;  explains  the 

Ct  taken  by  the  Ck)mmons,  9 ; 
remarks  on  the  abuse  of  power, 
11,  20, 27 ;  on  the  afifairs  of  India, 
12  ;  on  the  crimes  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, 14;  takes  a  glance  at  the 
rising  influence  of  the  East  India 
Company,  20;  his  observations  on 
their  system  of  government,  24 ; 


reads  the  committee'srecommend- 
ation  of  Debi  Sing,  1 74 ;  his  various 
charges  against  Warren  Hastings, 
228;  his  observations  thereon, 
229 ;  his  remarks  on  religious 
worship,  232;  on  the  effects  of 
bribery,  242 ;  on  the  enormity  of 
the  corruptions  practised  by  the 
Governor-General,  299 ;  reviews 
his  conduct,  308  ;  admonished 
by  the  House  of  Commons,  346 ; 
indulgence  claimed  by,  348 ;  his 
apology,  350 ;  his  remarks  upon 
the  accounts  of  Mr.  Larkins,  441 ; 
his  summary  of  the  charges  against 
Mr.  Hastings,  447 ;  his  report  to 
the  House  of  Commons  as  to  the 
proceedings  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  451 ;  on  the  causes  of  the 
rebellion  in  Barratch,  viii.  207 ; 
6n  the  conduct  of  Sir  Elijah  Im- 
pey,  215 ;  on  Mr.  Hastings*  treat- 
ment of  the  Begums,  248,  276 ; 
interrupted  by  Mr.  Hastings,  251 ; 
his  reply  to  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
282 ;  concludes  his  address  to  the 
Lords,  439;  his  letters  to  the 
Honourable  Gerard  Hamilton, 
442, 444 ;  to  the  Marquis  of  Rock- 
ingham, 447 — 457;  to  Arthur 
Young,  Esq.,  449;  to  Charles 
Townshend,  Esq.,  451 ;  to  a 
Prussian  gentleman,  452  ;  to 
William  Burgh,  Esq.,  455;  to 
John  Bourke,  Esq.,  463;  to  the 
Earl  of  Hillsborough,  465 ;  to  Dr. 
Benjamin  Franklin,  468 ;  to  Phi- 
lip Francis,  Esq.,  470 ;  to  Captain 
Woodford,  475 ;  to  Lord  Gren- 
ville,  477 ;  to  Mrs.  Crewe,  482 ; 
to  Rev.  Dr.  Hussey,  484 ;  to  Ed- 
ward Malone,  Esq.,  490 ;  to  Dr. 
Laurence,  491-493,  497—499, 
502—506,  509—511,  519;  to 
Thomas  Keogh,  Esq.,  522;  to 
Lord  Chancellor  Loughborough, 
526. 

Burke,  William,  one  of  &e  King  of 
Tanj ore's  agents,  viii.  466. 

Buxar,  interview  with  the  resident 
at,  viii.  90. 
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Cabooleat,  or  contract,  yii.  417 — 

434,  438—441. 
Gaius  Verres,  character  of,  vii.  237. 
Calcutta,  fort  taken  at,  by  Surajah 
Dowla,  vii.  59  ;  its  conquest  by 
the  British,  60 ;  the  Council  at, 
63 ;  secret  treaty  concluded  at, 
76 ;  ostensible  Council  formed  at, 
164 ;  power  of  the  Council  at, 
viii.  57  ;  letter  of  the  Directors 
to  the  Council  at,  243;  letter 
from  the  president  at,  to  the  select 
Committee  of  the  Directors,  314 ; 
Committee  of  revenue  in,  377; 
Mahomedan  college  founded  at, 
394. 

Calliaud,  Major,  commander  of  the 
British  troops,  tU.  62«  63,  65; 
concurs  in  Uie  proposed  revolu- 
tion, 64 ;  visited  in  his  tent  by 
the  Nabob  of  Bengal,  66 ;  writes 
to  Mr.  Holwell,  67 ;  affixes  his 
seal  to  an  instrument  of  blood 
and  treachery,  68;  his  defence, 
70,  71;  hears  of  the  death  of 
Prince  Meeran,  75. 

Camac,  Colonel,  vii.  401. 

Cantoo  Baboo,  the  banyan,  a 
Gentoo,  trust  committed  to,  vii. 
46,  138,  142;  farms  given  to 
him,  139 ;  commanded  by  Mr. 
Hastings  not  to  appear  before  the 
Board,  288 ;  secret  unknown  to, 
419—423. 

Cantoo  Naut,  adoption  of,  vii.  443. 

Capitation-tax,  the  Hindoos  freed 
from  the,  vii.  51. 

Garhampton,  Lord,  appointment  of, 
viii.  518. 

Camatic,  desolation  of  the,  viii.  432. 

Cartier,  Sir  John,  Governor,  orders 
of,  313,  385. 

Castes,  or  orders  among  the  Grentoos, 
vii.  45. 

Catholics,  atheism  among,  viii.  485 ; 
treatment  of  the,  494 ;  iheir  griev- 
ances, 499 ;  on  concessions  to  the, 
512;  claims  of  the,  515;  perse- 
cuted, 525.  . 

Champion,  Colonel,  letter  to,  vii. 
363.     ' 


Chapman,  Mr.,  commi£i9ion  given  to, 
viii.  395—409. 

Chardin's  Travels,  alluded  to,  viiL 
260. 

Charity,  its  lustre  in  retirement,  vii. 
320. 

Charter  of  the  East  India  Company, 
vii.  42. 

Cheit  Sing,  tiie  days  of.  vii.  49—51 ; 
large  bribe  received  firom,  41.2 — 
417,  434;  his  present  to  Mr. 
Hastings,  435;  case  of,  viii.  9; 
charge  brought  by  Mr.  Hastings 
against,  9,  1 1 ;  his  sovereignty 
in  Benares,  10 ;  his  supposed  in- 
trigues with  the  Nabob  of  Oude, 
14 ;  flight  of,  15 ;  fine  imposed 
on,  ib. ;  rebellion  of,  16,  245  ; 
writes  to  Mr.  Hastings  to  appease 
his  wrath,  20 ;  arrested,  38  j  in- 
sult and  brutality  to,  39;  his 
wives  and  family,  47  ;  expelled 
from  his  dominions,  53;  im- 
peachment of,  93 ;  his  ancestors 
slandered,  107.  ^ 

Chevalier,  Mr.,  declaration  of,  viii. 
327. 

Chittendur,  Mr.,evidence  of,  vii.  292, 

Chowkey,  or  place  of  guard,  vii.  49. 

Chunar,  treaty  of,  viii.  35,  156, 168, 
169,  221 ;  the  Nabob  ordered  to, 
158;  the  castle  of,  209. 

Clavering,  General,  alluded  to,  vii. 
149, 154, 156 ;  his  protest  against 
the  military  brigade,  155;  his 
death,  163,  180,  304,  325;  vui. 
115,  354 ;  his  high  character,  vii. 
302;  reply  of,  viii.  406. 

Clive,  Lord,  genius  of,  vii.  60 ;  his 
return  to  Europe,  61,  90;  pro- 
ceeds to  India  to  redress  the 
grievances  of  the  country,  87, 91 ; 
wise  measures  adopted  by,  88 ; 
his  arrival  in  India,  viii.  132,  244 ; 
complaints  made  to,  245;  the 
predecessor  of  Warren  Hastings, 
385. 

Coja  Petruse,  an  Armenian,  vii. 
76. 

Colebrooke,  Mr.,  the  Persian  trans- 
lator, viii.  118;  report  of,  »6. 
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Coldiester  committee,,  its  proeeed- 
in'ga,  vil  2B5.    .     . 

Com,  GoTernor  oi^put  to  death,  YiL 
115. 

Commerce,  the  ridiet  of  a  country, 
▼ii.  79. 

Commons,  House  of;  part  taken  by, 
in  the  impeachment  of  Warren 
Hastings,  yii.  9 ;  watch  over  the 
affairs  of  India,  12 ;  defence  of 
Warren  Hastings  before  the,  13 ; 
its  consideration  and  forbearance, 
14 ;  inquiries  in,  concerning  pe- 
culations in  India,  154 ;  admoni- 
tion of,  to  Mr.  Burke,  346 ;  reso- 
lution of,  349 ;  its  sense  of  Mr. 
Hastings'  criminality^  457 ;  Mr. 
Hastings'  accusation  against  the, 
462 ;  its  duties,  465 ;  passed  the 
regulating  Act  in  1773,  Tiii.  317  ; 
defiance  of  the,  424. 

Congress,  American,  ppooeedings  of 
Hie,  TiiL  468. 

Conscience,  testimony  of  a  person  to 
his  own,  YiL  72. 

Constitution,  British,  its  excellence, 
vii.  10. 

Contracts,  purpose  for  which  they 
were  given,  yiii.  369. 

Conyers,  Miss,  Tiii.  462. 

Coote,  Sir  Eyre,  pension  to,  yiiL 
267;  his  letter  to  the  Board  at 
Calcutta,  291 ;  contract  of,  370. 

Corah  and  Allahabad,  their  transfer, 
YiiL  427 ;  Talue  of,  ib, 

Cork,  extracts  of  letters  from,  rui. 
513. 

Comwallis,  Lord,  vii.  344,  393— 
404 ;  government  of,  viii.  34 ; 
powers  intrusted  to  hbn,  ib, ;  in- 

2uiry  instituted  by,  98 ;  letter 
:om,  298 ;  inquisition  of,  411 ; 
evidence  of,  413. 

Coromandel,  the  Governors  of^  vii. 
154. 

Corruption,  system  of,  vii.  140; 
consequences  of^  338. 

Cossim  Ally  Cawn,  murders  his  fa- 
ther-in-law, Tii.  63 ;  a  bold  and 
designing  man,  74;  reports  re- 
specting,  75;    treaty  with,   76; 


his  accession  to  the  throne  of 
Bengal,  77 ;  murders  perpetrated 
by,  ib.;  his  ne£mous  tyranny, 
78  ;  his  slaughter  of  the  English  at 
Patna,  81 ;  war  declared  against, 
ib.;  defeated  by  the  Engli^  86  ; 
allies  to  his  cause,  ib. ;  his  ex- 
pulsion from  Bengal,  viii.  308. 

Councils,  provincial,  establi^ed, 
viiL  374 ;  ihembers  of  it,  375. 

Covenants,  sent  out  by  the  East 
India  Company,  vii.  132. 

(^ewe,  Mrs.,  lett^  of  Mr.  Burke  to, 
viii.  482. 

Crime,  punishment  of^  vii.  114. 

Crimes,  charged  against  Warren 
Hastings,  vii.  14. 

Crofts,  Mr.,  sub-treasurer,  viL  135, 
155 ;  error  of,  viii.  425. 

Cuningfaame,  Mr.,  created  a  peer, 
viii.  494. 

Cuttah,  ruinous  state  o^  viii.  290. 

Dancing  gkls  of  India,  vii.  265, 318. 

Dav^,  Major,  an  oriental  scholar, 
vii.  497 ;  miUtaiy  Persian  inter- 
preter, viii.  119. 

Debi  Sing,  an  agent  of  Mr.  Hast* 
ings's,  vii.  172 ;  in  possession  6f 
the  Rajah's  affairs,  173 ;  the ' 
committee's  recommendation  of, 
174;  some  account  of,  175;  his 
exaction  in  Pumea,  176;  pro- 
vinces intrusted  to  his  charge, 
177, 180 ;  seraglio  of  ladies  fcmned 
by,  178  ;  his  infamous  acts,  179 ; 
tribute  exacted  by,  181 ;  his  ty- 
ranny and  oppression,  184;  in- 
quiry into  his  conduct,  ib, ;  sum- 
moned to  Calcutta,  195;  his 
detention  there,  200;  false  sem- 
blance of  a  trial  of,  202 ;  <^iriion 
of  him,  206;  a  monster  of  in- 
iquity, 443. 

Debrett,  Mr.,  pamphlet  puUished 
by,  viL  451 ;  alluded  to  in  par- 
liament, 452. 

Deep-ploughing,  practice  of^  viiL 
449. 

Delay,  recriminatory  charge  o^  vii. 
474.      . 
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Darbedgy  Sing,  thrown  into  prison, 
▼iu.  115. 

Despotism,  definition  of,  yii.  101. 

I>eTaynes,  WilUam,  letter  to,  vii. 
397,  414. 

Dewan,  or  steward  of  the  country, 
TU.208. 

Dignity,  ideas  of;  yii.  285. 

Dinagepore,  transactions  at,  rii. 
170,  442 ;  death  of  the  R^jah  of, 
170 ;  decision  relative  to  the  suc- 
cession, ib, ;  tribute  exacted  in, 
181;  bribes  receiyed  for,  225| 
228 ;  the  province  of,  415,  416 ; 
proceedings  in,  442;  power  of 
Gunga  Goyin  Sing  in,  443  ;  the 
Rajah  of,  viii.  384. 

Donation,  public,  forbidden,  Tii.365. 

Dover,  Lord,  vii  476. 

Dow's  History,  ridiculous  story  in, 
viiL  107. 

D'Oyley,  Sir  John,  vii.  150;  ap- 
pointment o^  344;  evidence  of, 
viii.  340 ;  his  account  of  his  pro- 
ceedings, 341,  345 ;  offer  to,  346; 
intervention  of,  351. 

Duncan,  Mr.,  his  estimate  of  the  re- 
venue of  Benares,  viii.  65;  re- 
port of,  98,  102. 

Dundas,  Mr.,  resolution  moved  by, 
viii.  428. 

burbedgy  Sing,  thrown  into  prison, 
viii.  54, 59,  75 ;  bound  to  mmish 
certain  sums,  65;  his  appoint* 
ment,  68 ;  pays  the  revenues,  71 ; 
complaints  against,  72 ;  charac- 
ter of,  75;  instructions  relative 
to,  78 ;  hardships  and  indignities 
suffered  by,  80 ;  debt  of,  83 ;  his 
death,  84;  his  property  confis- 
cated, 85. 

Dustuck,  or  permit,  viL  79. 

East  India  Company,  power  of  the, 
vii.  20 ;  their  charters,  ib. ;  origin 
of  the,  22 ;  their  high  preroga- 
tives, 22,  79;  become  a  great 
empire,  23;  system  of  their  ser- 
vice, 24;  their  factories  consti- 
tuted into  presidencies,  t&. ;  a  de- 
putation of  individuals,  25 ;  their 


laid(l^)|^h;i^^^l]fi^their 
servants/^  i^MR^Tnmience  of 
Warren  Hastingsover  their  affairs, 
31 ;  their  mercantile  regulations, 
36;  all  their  transactions  placed 
on  record,  38 ;  nature  of  their 
constitution,  41 ;  their  condition  in 
1773,  65 ;  inquiry  instituted  by, 
69  ;  indignation  of  the  Directors 
of  Uie,  82  ;  alarmed  at  the  wars 
in  India,  86 ;  send  out  Lord  Clive 
to  redress  the  grievances  of  the 
country,  87 ;  and  another  com- 
mission to  India,  in  1769,  90; 
thank  Mr.  Hastings  for  his  ser- 
vices, 122, 123;  despatch  covenants 
to  their  servants  in  India,  132 ; 
institute  an  inquiry  into  corrup- 
tions, 141 ;  their  authority  op- 
posed by  Mr.HastingSy  142 ;  bribe- 
ry ruinous  to  their  affairs,  244; 
report  of  Mahomed  Reza  Kh^ 
to,  246 ;  forbid  the  taking  of  pre- 
sents, 247 ;  their  directions  as  to 
a  successor  of  Mahomed  Reza 
Khdn,  263 ;  their  general  code  of 
instructions,  274 ;  proceedings  in 
their  prosecutions,  315 ;  c^isure 
of  tiie,  338 ;  three  of  their  bonds 
called  for  by  Mr.  Hastings,  372 ; 
letter  to,  377 ;  demand  from  Mr. 
Hastings  an  explanation,  399  ; 
frustration  of  their  inquiries,  438  ; 
treaty  of  Azoph  ul  Dowlah  with, 
viii.  Ill ;  extract  from  their  re- 
cords, 119 ;  feeling  of  the  Direct- 
ors on  the  removal  of  Mr.  Bris- 
tow,  122;  their  orders  to  Mr. 
Hastings,  211 ;  letter  from,  to  the 
board  at  Calcutta,  243;  their 
orders  broken,  255;  abuses  of 
their  government,  358 ;  disorders 
of  their  service,  362 ;  corruption 
of  their  servants,  373,  397  ;  their 
expenses  for  a  Mahomedan  col- 
lege, 411. 
East  Indies,  expressions  in  our  pos- 
sessions there,  vii.  3—9 ;  disor- 
ders in,  12 ;  justice  demanded  fo 
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1 6 ;  enormous  wealth  brought  into 
this  country  from  the,  17  ;  two 
distinct  people  inhabit  the  coun- 
try, 42 ;  British  acquisitions  in, 
60;  its  condition  in  1765,  252; 
complaints  of  growing  evil  in  the, 
342 ;  power  of  the  goyemment 
in  the,  117. 

Education  of  the  world,  TiiL  357. 

Edwards,  Captain,  evidence  of,  yiiL 
145,  234,  294. 

Elija  Kh&n,  objects  of,  yiii.  289. 

Emoluments,  temptation  of,  viL 
249. 

England,  the  people  of,  vii.  458. 

English  in  India,  a  nation  of  place- 
men, yii.  26. 

Enough,  meaning  of  the  word,  yiii, 
483. 

^rskine.  Captain,  court-martial  on, 
viu.  151. 

Erskine's  paiophlet,  viii.  505. 

Etty,  Mr.,  minister  of  Whitchurch, 
viu.  526. 

Fairfax,  Major,  an  agent  of  Mr. 
Hastings,  vii.  376—411. 

Farmer,  Major,  vii.  420—423. 

Farmers,  complaints  against,  viii. 
377. 

Fine,  meaning  of  the  word,  viii. 
18. 

Fitzwilllam,  Lord,  moderation  of, 
vii.  6 ;  his  maxims  and  senti- 
ments, viii.  516  ;  policy  of,  521 ; 
his  knowledge  of  Irish  affairs, 
528. 

Fortunes,  how  acquired  in  India, 
vii.  448. 

Fowke,  Mr.,  his  removal  from  Be- 
nares, viii.  56,  121 ;  reign  of, 
87. 

Fox,  Mr.,  his  speeches,  viii.  506; 
opinions  of,  507. 

France,  beauty  of  the  Queen  of,  vui. 
472 ;  the  revolution  in,  478 ;  an 
enemy  to  all  religion,  488. 

Francis,  Mr.,  vii.  149,  154,  156; 
his  retirement  from  office,  180; 
interrogated  by  the  Govemor-Ge- 
neral,-273 ;  declaration  of,  277— 


284;  representation  respecting, 
304;  his  honourable  conduct, 
336 ;  his  concession  to  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, 337 ;  his  return  to  Europe, 
369;  minute  of,  156;  motion 
of,  viiL  339;  his  desire  to  obey 
the  Company's  orders,  ib.  342. 

Francis,  Philip,  Esq.,  letter  of  Mr. 
Burke  to,  viii.  470. 

Franklin,  Dr.,  his  correspondenoi 
with  Mr.  Burke,  viii.  468— 47a 

Funeral  festivals  in  India,  vii  217. 

FyzUbad,  treasures  seized  at,  viii. 
184  ;•  paper  of  intelligence  from, 
271. 

Fyzoola  Khftn,  his  letter  to  the  Go- 
vernor-General, viii.  290. 

Ganges,  river,  its  purifying  waters, 
vU.  388. 

Gentlenum,  Prussian,  letter  of  Mr. 
Burke  to,  viii.  452. 

Gentoos,  some  account  of  the,  vii. 

.  44 ;  orders  and  castes  among  the, 
45 ;  their  laws  and  institutions, 
46 ;  the  original  people  of  Hin- 
doostan,  t&.;  their  religion,  47  ; 
laws  of  the,  118,  491 ;  dispersed 
into  tribes,  492. 

Ghengiz  Khin,  the  institutes  of^  vii. 
107;  viii.  4;  improves  the, laws 
of  his  country,  viL  495 ;  his'  con- 
quests, 496. 

Gilpin,  Major,  his  letter  to  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton,  viii.  198 ;  reply  to  it,  199 ; 
letter  pf  Mr.  Richard  Johnson  to, 
200;  examination  of,  222;  his 
evidence,  237 ;  his  letters  to  Mr. 
Bristow,  269. 

Gobind  Ram,  Rajah,  arzees  sent  by, 
to  the  Vizier,  viii.  129,  133;  let- 
ter of  the  Nabob  to,  ib. ;  alarm 
of,  144;  letter  to,  147. 

Goddard,  General,  viii.  431. 

Goodlad,  Mr.,  his  appointment,  viL 
172;  representations  of,  192; 
charges  against,  205. 

Goordass,  Rajah,  appointment  o^ 
vii.  229 ;  his  good  character,  270, 
289. 

Gordon,  Captain,  ingratitude  o^  viiL 
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222 ;  statement  of  the  Begum  re- 
specting, 224 ;  his  letter  to  Jewar 
and  Behar  All  Khiln,  225 ;  his 
address  to  the  Begums,  226 ;  evi- 
dence of,  227. 

Goring,  Mr.,  the  commissioner,  yii. 
296. 

Goupaul  Doss,  a  prisoner  of  Cheit 
/  Sing,  Tii.  374. 

Government,  the  true  principles  of, 
vu.  100. 

Governor,  a  bad  one  described,  viii. 
366. 

Gower,  Lord,  viii,  479. 

Granville,  Lord,  speech  of*  viii.  513. 

Gratitude,  heroic,  viii.  385. 

Grattan,  Mr.,  projects  of,  viii.  521. 

Greatness,  an  unstable  thing,  vii. 
336. 

Grenville,  Lord,  letter  of  Mr.  Burke 
to,  viii.  477. 

Grey,  Mr.,  statement  of,  viii.  8,  9. 

Guilt,  a  crooked,  intricate  thing,  vii. 
38 ;  never  a  rational  one,  160. 

Gunga  Grovin  Sin^,  power  of,  vii. 
46;  the  friend  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
164,  210 ;  authority  delegated  to, 
165;  viii.  354, 381 ;  hisinfunous 
character,  viL  167 ;  effects  of  his 
secret  agency,  172;  villanies  of, 
203;  grants  of  land  tp,  212;  his 
abuse  of  power,  213 ;  what  were 
his  services,  214;  his  unlimited 
control,  217, 443 ;  lus  gross  crim- 
inality, 223;  motion  relative  to, 
224 ;  his  line  of  action,  366,  427 ; 
sum  said  to  have  been  paid  by,  for 
his  preferment,  428 ;  money  in  his 
hands,  433 ;  rapacities  of,  viii.  94 ; 
a  great  villain,  355;  the  bribe- 
broker  of  Mr.  Hastings,  383 ;  re- 
ply of,  386.  ^ 

Gunges^  establishment  of,  viii.  147. 

Gurrah  Dehmah,  pergunnah  of, 
viiL  99. 

Halhed,  Mr.,  his  translation  of  the 
Gentoo  code  of  laws,  vii.  491, 
502 ;  evidence  of,  viii.  140. 

Halifax,  Lord,  pensiong  ranted  by, 
viiL442. 


Hannay,  Colonel,  viii.  138;  com- 
mands the  troops,  139;  Ids  pro- 
ceedings as  farmer-general,  ib'.; 
arbitrary  conduct  of,  143 ;  his 
death,  144 ;  communication  of  the 
Nabob  relative  to,  145;  terrible 
effects  of  his  operations,  ^; ;  state- 
ment respecting,  228;  cruelties 
of,  295. 

Hare  and  the  Frogs,  fable  of  the, 
viii.  498. 

Hastings,  Mrs.,  sum  presented  to, 
vii.  439;  viii.  503. 

Hastings,  Warren,  his  trial  be- 
fore the  House  of  Lords,  vii.  8 ; 
his  defence  before  the  Commons, 
13,  29,  50,  297 ;  crimes  charged 
against,  14 ;  his  system  of  mis- 
rule, 25;  his  agents,  36,  135; 
privileges  claimed  by,  41;  state 
of  Indian  affairs  at  the  commence- 
ment of  his  goyemment,  55;  acts 
as  interpreter  in  the  memorable 
story  of  the  Three  Seals,  68 ;  ter- 
rible effects  o'f  has  intrigues,  79 ; 
charged  with  bribery,  85 ;  his 
duties  as  Governor,  92 ;  viii.  12 ; 
advocates  arbitrary  power,  vii.  96 ; 
his  maxims  and  principles,  119; 
his  system  of  peculation  and 
bribery,  126,  358 ;  confiscates  the 
landed  property  in  Bengal,  136 ; 
viii.  352 ;  acts  in  defiance  of  the 
Company,  vii.  142, 264,  269, 325, 
337;  viu.  121,  211,  331;  bribes 
received  by,  vii.  144;  breaks  up 
the  Council,  ib, ;  his  charges 
against  Nundcomar,  145;  dis- 
places Mahomed  Reza  Kh^  from 
office,  149 ;  his  extraordinary  pro- 
ceedings, 157 ;   provincial  Coun- 

"  oils  appointed  by,  163 ;  viii.  374 ; 
receives  a  bribe  of  £<M),000,  vii. 
176;  provinces  intrusted  by,  to 
Debi  Sing,  180;  his  tyranny  in 
Rungpore,  185;  his  committee 
of  revenue,  192 ;  viii.  377 ;  his 
firiendship  for  Gunga  Govin  Sing, 
vii.  210;  viii.  383;  his  govern- 
ment a  system  of  oppression  and 
robbery,  vii.  225 ;  articles  of  im- 
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peachment  against,  231 ;  his  emo- 
lument as  Governor,  250;  viii. 
404 ;  armed  with  great  power  to 
correct  abuses,  yii.  253;  impri- 
sons Mr.  Shitabroy,  262 ;  his  ele- 
vation of  Munny  Begum,  265 ; 
his  false  pretences  and  fabrica- 
tions, 272;  charge  of  Nundcomar 
against,  273—275 ;  viii  399 ;  sum 
paid  him  for  the  n^ahship  of 
Munny  Begum,  vii.  273 ;  minute 
entered  by  him  in  defence  of  his 
conduct,  276 ;  imprisons  Nund- 
comar, 288 ;  costly  entertainment 
given  to  him,  294,  318 ;  his  plan 
for  regulating.the  Company's  ser- 
vice, 307 ;  presumptive  proofs  of 
his  guilt,  317—323;  protest  of, 
324 ;  censured  by  the  Ck>mpany, 
333;  his  pA>miaes,  339 ;  his  frauds 
and  artifices,  362,  435;  letter 
from  Ckdonel  Champion  to,  365 ; 
donation  of  Jiis  bribes  to  the  trea- 
sury, 367 ;  his  'apprehensions, 
369;  calls  for  the  Company's 
bonds,  372 ;  receives  a  present  of 
£100,000,  ib, ;  his  system  of  con- 
cealment, 379,  400, 407 ;  his  cor- 
rupt acts,  380;  alarmed  at  the 
parliamentary  inquiry,  383 ;  bor- 
rows a  large  sum  from  Rajah 
Nobkissen,  391 ;  his  prevaricating 
letters,  397,  414 ;  his  system  of 
accounts,  426;  receives  a  valu- 
able present  from  Cheit  Sing,  ib, ; 
his  proceedings  in  Dinagepore, 
442 ;  testimony  of  Radanaut  in 
his  favour,  443,  447;  viii.  387; 
summary  of  charges  against,  vii. 
447 ;  report  oi  Mr.  Burke  to  the 
House  of  Commons  on  his  pro- 
ceedings, 452;  enormity  of  his 
crimes,  469;  complaints  in  his 
petition  to  parliament,  480 ;  his 
treatment  of  the  natives  of  India, 
viii.  5;  his  fklse  system  of  de- 
fence, 6 ;  his  charges  against  Cheit 
Sing,  10;  his  conduct  towards 
the  Rajah,  12 ;  rebellion  in  con- 
sequence of  his  extortions,  17, 
40;  letters  of  Cheit  Sing  to,  20; 


receives  proposals  for  delivering 
up  the  province  of  Benares,  22 ; 
accusation  of  Nundcomar  against, 
26;  arrests  the  Rajah,  37;  pro- 
clamation of,  49;  Ms  clandestine 
correspondence  with  Mr.  Mark- 
ham,  56,  72 ;  declares  his  author- 
ity absolute,  57;  augments  the 
tribute,  62 ;  his  letter  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  Calcutta,  73;  imprisons 
Derbedgy  Sing,  75;  his  visit  to 
Benarea,^87 ;  his  tyranny  in  that 
province,  96;  greatly  feared  in 
India,  106;  his  conduct  to  the 
Nabob  of  Oude,  113;  obtains  its 
entire  government,  117, 132 ;  ad- 
dress of  the  Nabob  of  Oude  to, 
\45 ;  his  character  <^  British  of- 
ficers, 150 ;  confiscates  the  jag- 
hires,  164 ;  letters  of  Mr.  Mid- 
dleton  to,  169^171 ;  seizes  the 
treasures  of  the  Begums,  180, 
184 ;  letter  of  the  Vizier's  mother 
to,  223;  ordered  to  restore  the 
Begums,  246 ;  interrupts  Mr. 
Burke,  251 ;  letter  <^  the  Vizier 
to,  255;  his  treatment  of  the 
women  and  children  of  Sujah  ul 
Dowlah,  259;  consequences  of 
his  tyranny,  276;  his  extraor- 
dinary letters  to  the  Directors, 
296;  documents.in  vindication  of 
his  character,  302,  304 ;  his  op- 
presttons  in  Bengal,  308 ;  impri- 
sons Mahomed  Reza  Khftn,  311 ; 
letter  of  the  Court  oi  Directors  to, 
ib, ;  his  x<MTespondence  with 
Sudder-ul-Hoe  Kh^,  334;  fa- 
vours Munny  Begum,  347 — 350, 
352 — 354 ;  commission  appoints 
by,  354;  lus  proceedings  on  the 
Coromandel  coast,  359;  a  bol- 
lock-oontractor,  361 ;  his  pedi- 
gree,  t&. ;  his  unexampled  atroci- 
ties, 384;  his  accusation  agaiast 
Mr.  Middleton,  390;  founds  a 
Mahomedan  college,  394,  410; 
justifies  hi^  acts,  iOB ;  testimonj 
of  the  aemindars  to  him,  418 ;  his 
defiance  of  th^  House  of  Com- 
mons, 424 ;  sells  the  provinces  of 
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Corah  and  Allahabad  to  the  Vi- 
xier,  427 ;  makes  peace  with  the 
Mahrattas,  429 ;  breaks  the  treaty 
of  Porunda,  434 ;  secret  motiTes 
of  his  actions,  ib, 

Hecuba,  queen  of  Troy,  yiii.  473. 

Hedaia,  its  publication,  vii.  497, 
vUi.  12;  quoted,  181—184,  260. 

Hillsborough,  Earl  of,  letters  of  Mr. 
Burke  to,  yiii.  465;  particulars 
respecting,  ib, 

Hindoos,  manners  and  customs  of 
the,  Tii.  43 ;  polity  of  the,  49. 

Hindoostan,  the  original  inhabitants 
of,  Tii.  43. 

Hircarrahs,  or  persons  to  collect  po- 
litical intelligence,  yiii.  21. 

Holt,  Mr.,  eridence  of,  viii.  145, 
201,  270,  276. 

Holwell,  Mr.,  his  work  on  Bengal, 
▼ii.  48 ;  extracts  from  it,  51 — 53 ; 
ambition  of,  63 ;  plot  formed  by, 
64 ;  designs  imputed  to,  71 ;  ]^an 
urged  on  by,  74 ;  pious  prediction 
of,  78 ;  dreadful  effect  of  his  in- 
trigues, 79.  - 

Honour,  principles  of,  TiL  418 ; 
among  con^irators,  419. 

Hoolas,  Roi,  instructions  to,  liii. 
240 ;  confidentially  employed  by 
Mr.  Middleton,  ib,;  examined 
before  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  241. 

Ho^mund  Ali  Khiln,  reprimanded, 
Tiii.  272. 

Hospitality  at  Moor^edabad,  fu, 
147. 

House  of  Ckmunons.  See  Com- 
mons. 

House  of  Lords.    See  Lords. 

Howe,  Lord,  glorious  yictory  of, 
viiL  420. 

Hudson,  Mr.,  inquiries  made  of,  yii. 
477. 

Hussey,  the  Bey.  Dr.,  letter  of  Mr. 
Burke  to,  yiii.  434. 

Hussey's  pastoral  letter,  yiii.  517. 

Hyder  Ally,  desolates  the  Camatic, 
yiiL432. 

Hyder  Beg  Khftn,  extract  of  a  let- 
ter from,  yiii.  134, 192 ;  statement 
respecting,  203;    testimony   of. 


236;  his  letter  to  the  Goyemox 

and  council,  304. 
Hyder  Naig,  hostilities  against,  yiii. 
'   431. 

Imdm,  qualities  requisite  in  one, 
yii.  499. 

Impey,  Sir  Elijah,  a  legislator  for 
India,  yii.  28;  inquiry  of,  147, 
349  •  complaint  against,  354 ; 
opimon  of,  446 ;  suit  before,  yiii. 
51 ;  orders  from,  179 ;  not  fit  to 
giye  an  opinion  on  Mahomedan 
law,  182 ;  question  put  to,  183 ; 
letter  of  Mr.  Middleton  to,  192 ; 
conduct  of,  214;  his  secret  in- 
structions, 215 ;  affidayits  of,  215 
— 219 ;  yiolates  the  law  of  hospi- 
tality, 220 ;  declaration  of,  232 ; 
deposition  of  Hoolas  Roi  before, 
241 ;  instrumentality  of,  257. 

Imposts,  lai4  upon  the  people,  yii. 
116. 

Inchiquin,  Lady,  yiii.  491. 

India,  abuses  in,  yii.  479 ;  laws  and 
rights  of  the  people  in,  491 ;  three 
k&ds  of  people  in,  •&.;  Tartarian 
goyemment  of,  494 ;  on  soyereign 
power  in,  yni.  6 ;  state  of  trade 
in.  97. 

Ireland,  must  be  protected,yiii.  487 , 
state  of  affairs  in,  517 ;  distracted 
state  Gi,  523;  &ction  in,  524; 
cause  of  her  eyUs,  525. 

Irish,  their  priyileges,  yiii.  486. 

Ishmael  Beg,  negotiation  with,  yiii. 
148;  depredations  in  his  juris- 
diction, 149. 

Jacobinism,  dause  of,  yiii.  527. 

Jacobins,  English,  faction  of  the, 
yiii.  481. 

Jaffier  Ally  Khftn,  death  of,  yii.  254. 

Jaggerdoo  Sing,  his  appointment  as 
naib,  yiii.  55,  85,  91 ;  displaced 
from  office,  94. 

Jaghires,  nature  of,  explained,  yiii. 
162;  confiscated  by  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, 164 ;  on  the  resumption  of, 
169. 

Jaques,  Captam  Leonard,  his  cor- 
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respondence  with  Mr.  Middleton, 
viii.  197,  198 ;  his  letters  to  Mr. 
Johnson,  268. 

Jeeps,  or  obligations,  yii.  78. 

Jewar  and  Behar  Ali  Khl^,  eu- 
nuchs, arrested,  Tiii.  191,  192; 
give  their  bonds  for  £600,000, 
194 ;  thrown  into  prison,  197, 198; 
confined  for  a  year,  203 ;  released, 
204;  letter  of  Captain  Gordon  to, 
225. 

Johnson,  Mr.,  viiL  121 — 129 ;  his 
letter  to  Mtgor  Gilpin,  200 ;  his 
letters  to  the  commanding  of- 
ficer of  the  guard,  201 ;  outrages 
of,  202 ;  his  wicked  conduct,  214; 
letters  of  Captain  Leonard  Jaques 
to>  268 ;  charges  against,  391. 

Juggut  Seit,  principal  persons  of  his 
house  murdered,  vU.  78 ;  testi- 
mony of,  246 ;  his  declaration,  316. 

Junius,  author  of^  viiL  451. 

Justice,  the  attribute  of,  vii.  232 ; 
strange  idea  of,  390;  considera- 
tions of,  Tiii.  234. 

Kanon,-a  part  of  the  Mahomedan 

law,  vii.  117. 
Kelleram  and  Cullian  Sing,  Rajahs, 

appointment  of,  yii.  226. 
Keogh,  Thomas,  Esq.,  letter  of  Mr. 

Burke  to,  yiii.  522. 
Kh£Ln  Jeh&n  KhiUi,  sale  of  an  office 

to,  vii.  151. 
Khereed,  pergunnah  o^  viii.  99. 
ELhourd  Mhal,  or  lesser  palace,  viii. 

261;   ladies  in  the,  263—268; 

their  treatment,  272—276. 
King,  not  accountable  in  this  coun- 
try for  his  actions,  vii.  102. 
Kissenagore,  road  to,  vii.  321. 
Knox,  Captain,  evidence  of,  vii.  70 

—72. 
Koran,  precepts  of  the,  vii.  10$. 

'La  Fayette,  conduct  of,  viii.  502. 
Lands,  false  estimate  of  their  value, 

vii.  220— 222. 
Lapwing,  her  iirrival  in  India,  vii. 

245. 
Larkins,  Mr.,  Accountant-General, 


vii.  135—155 ;  the  white  confi- 
dant of  Mr.  Hastings,  168 ;  hk 
account  of  bribes,  169 ;  secret  be- 
tween him  and  Mr.  Hastings,  380 ; 
falsifies  the  Company's  accounts^ 
382—387,400—408,  413;  object 
of  his  letter,  432 ;  his  expluia- 
tions,  437;  examined  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  475. 

Lataffit  Ali  Khftn,ln  charge  of  the 
Nabob's  ladies,  viii.  268,  269 ;  en- 
deavours to  appease  their  cla- 
mours, 272. 

Laurence,  Dr.,  letters  of  Mr.  Burke 
to,  ViiL  491—493,  497—499,  502 
—506,  509—511,  519. 

Law,  benefits  of  the,  vii.  104. 

Lavra  of  England,  for  the  poor  as 
well  as  for  the  rich,  vii.  18. 

Lawyers,  glory  of  the  great  ones  in 
this  country,  vii.  309 ;  do  not  ad- 
vise a  prosecution,  313. 

Lemaistre,  Mr.,  yiii.  323. 

Leycester,  Mr.,  remonstrance  of,  vii. 
246;  viu.315. 

Life,  performance  of  the  duties  of^ 
vii.  348. 

London,  on  reviving  its  importance, 
viii.  462. 

Lords,  House  of,  trial  of  Warren 
Hastings  in  the,  viL  8 ;  power  of 
the,  16 ;  appeal  of  Mr.  Burke  to, 
455. 

Loughborough,  Lord,  letter  of  Mr. 
Burke  to,  viii.  526. 

Lovat,  Lord,  trial  of^  viiL  233. 

Lucknaut  Nundy,  bon  of  Cantoo 
Baboo,  vii.  219. 

Lucknow,  on  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Bristow  at,  viiL  130 ;  tribu- 
nal at,  185. 

Lumsden,  Mr.,  viii.  139. 

Lushington,  Mr.,  implication  o(  vii. 
69;  affidavit  made  by,  70;  de- 
position of,  72.  • 

Luttrell,  General,  viiL  501 . 

Macclesfield,  Lord,  impeachment 
of,  in  1725,  vii.  11 ;  his  complaint 
of  the  Commons,  466 ;  sentence 
passed  upon,  viiL  438. 
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Macguire,  Peter,  vii.  69 ;  gives  up 

Ramarain,  who  is  murdered,  79. 
Macpherson,  Mr.,  a  friend  of  Mr. 
Hastings,  viii.  129;  letter  of 
Hyder  Beg  Kh&n  to,  134 ;  letter 
from  the  Vizier  to,  156 ;  lus  opin- 
ion respecting  the  Begums,  246. 
Mahdajee  Scindia,  panegyric  of,  vii. 
124. 

Mahomed  the  prophet,  followers  of, 
vii.  49. 

Mahomed  Reza  Khftn,  a  man  in 
high  authority,  vii.  83,  175 ;  viii. 
309;  acknowledged  deputy-na- 
bob, vii.  84;  made  deputy-steward 
of  the  East  India  Company,  90 ; 
turned  out  of  his  offices,  91 ;  his 
re-appointment,  149,  324,  335 
—337  ;  viii.  340,  341 ;  displaced 
by  Mr.  Hastings,  vu.  150,  262, 
323;  great  sums  of  money  lent 

.  to,  176 ;  the  judge  of  Debi  Sing, 
202;  extraordinary  narrative  of, 
246;  charges  agamst,  255;  viii. 
311 ;  imprisoned,  vii.  258 ;  viii. 
31l ;  his  influence,  vii.  259 ;  acts 
of  violence  against,  270 ;  hia  ac- 
quittal, 323;  viii.  319;  accounts 
demanded  of  him,  vii.  333 ;  he  is 
again  deposed,  337 ;  a  mere  cy- 
pher, viii.  347 ;  evidrace  of,  400  ; 
his  testimony  respecting  the  Ma- 
homedan  college,  411. 

Mahomedan  college,  foimded  at 
Calcutta,  viu.  394,  410. 

Mahomedan  government,  its  ex- 
tinction, viii.  357. 

Mahomedans,  laws  among  the,  vii. 
498 ;  in  Bengal,  viii.  306 ;  Eng- 
lish interest  in,  307. 

Mahrattas,  cruelty  of  the,  vii.  54 ; 
peace  made  wiUi  the,  viii.  429. 

Malmesbury,  Lord,  his  mission  to 
the  king  of  Prussia,  viii.  420. 

Malone,  Edward,  letter  of  Mr. 
Burke  to,  vii.  490. 

Markham,  Mr.,  consultation  with, 
viii.  13 ;  opinion  of,  22 ;  com- 
munications to,  43;  authority 
given  to,  54,  120;  clandestine 
correspondence  with,  56,  72 ;  no- 


minated to  the  residency  at  Be- 
nares, 58  J  placed  over  the  young 
Rajah,  62 — 67;  paper  presented 
by,  64;  complaint  against,  81; 
letter  of  Mr.  Hastings  to,  83; 
succeeded  by  Mr.  Benn,  84; 
power  of,  86 ;  comes  to  Europe, 
87. 

Marlborough,  Duke  of,  viii.  503. 

Maury,  Abb^,  his  speeches,  viii.  475. 

Meeran,  son  of  the  Nabob  of  Ben- 
gal, vii.  65 — 67 ;  said  to  have 
been  killed  by  a  flash  of  lightning, 
75. 

Meer  Jaffier,  negotiations  with,  vii. 
60 ;  murdered,  63 ;  demise  of, 
245  ;  viii.  314 ;  deputation  ap- 
pointed to  raise  his  son  to  the 
subahdarry,  vii.  245. 

Mehip  Nerain,  Rajah,  appointed  to 
the  government  of  Benares,  viii. 
53 ;  petition  from,  81. 

Men,  bad,  always  employed  for  evil 
ends,  vii.  168. 

Middleton,  Mr.,  the  associate  of  Mr. 
Hastings,  vii.  147 ;  sum  received 
by  294,  322 ;  appointed  resident 
at  Oude,  viii.  122;  displaced 
from  office,  127;  manages  the 
money  -  transactions,  1^ ;  his 
promptitude  to  obey  the  Govern- 
or-General, 158 ;  usurps  the  Na- 
bob's government,  168 ;  letters  of, 
169 — 171,  195  ;  confiscations  or- 
dered by,  174 ;  orders  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings to,  175 ;  his  acts  of  violence, 
189 ;  statement  of,  191,  192 ;  his 
letter  to  Sir  Elijah.  Impey,  ib.; 
severities  of,  196 ;  his  letter  to 
Captain  Leonard  Jaques,  197; 
reply  to  it,  t6. ;  letter  of  Major 
Gilpin  to,  198;  his  reply,  199; 
his  wicked  conduct,  214  ;  his  in- 
structions to  Hoolas  Roi,  240 ; 
agreement  made  by,  265 ;  boun- 
tiful present  offered  to,  389 ;  ac- 
cusation against,  390;  found 
guilty,  393. 

Miller,  Jaihes,  agent  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings, vii.  436. 
Milton,  Lord  Viscount,  letter  of  Mr. 
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Rochester  to,  on  tlw  life  and  wiit- 
ingi  of  Mr*  Burke,  tIL  1. 

Ministers  and  nabobs,  sale  of  their 
offices,  Tii  86. 

Mirabeau,  Count  de,  fiL  476. 

Mirza  Shuffee  Khfi^  an  Indian  no- 
ble, Tiu.  190. 

Mobarick-ul-Dowla,  vii.  255  ;  his 
improper  requisition,  334 ;  money 
lent  to,  344 ;  succeeds  Nuzimut 
Dowlah,  Tiii.  313 ;  letters  of  Mr. 
Hastings  to,  340-^344. 

Mogul  Empire,  great  charter  from 
the,  Yii.  21 ;  ciril  wars  in  the, 
53 ;  Institutes  of  its  founder,  106 ; 
usage  of  the,  485. 

Mohun  Persaud,  hanged,  vii.  85; 
bears  witness  against  Nundcomar, 
146. 

Monghir,  treaty  of,  yiL  80 ;  dissa- 
tisfaction caused  by  it,  •&, 

Monson,  C!olonel»  yiL  149  — 154; 
his  death,  163, 180, 303,325;  yUL 
117. 

Montesquieu,  supposition  of^  Tiii. 
261. 

Moorshedabad,  the  British  army 
before,  vii.  64 ;  the  seat  of  the 
natiye  goyemment,  91 ;  Council 
of,  reyenue  at,  ib. ;  council  of, 
brok^  up  by  Mr.  Hastings,  179 ; 
expensiye  entertainment  giyen  to 
Mr.  Hastings  at,  294—318. 

Morality*  geographical,  plan  of,  yii. 
94,114;  false,  yiii>  355. 

Morgan,  Colonel,  letter  to,  yiii.  172, 
216. 

Mott,  Mr.,  dreadful  fate  of;  yiL  79. 

Mocuffir  Jung,  Nabob,  complaints 
to,  yuL  148. 

Mu^  O'den,  professor  at  Calcutta, 
yiii.  409 ;  turned  out  of  office, 
412. 

Munny  Begum,  her  sons  nominated 
to  the  throne  of  Bengal,  yiL  85 ; 
appointment  giyen  to,  143;  bnhes 
from,  147 ;  raised  to  the  musnud, 
255 ;  her  elevation,  265, 266,  326 ; 
her  history,  266;  yiiL  318 ;  sum 
paid  fbr  her  appointment  to  Jhe 
nyahship,   yiL    273;    letter  of, 


287  ;  answer  o^  291 ;  her  eyi- 
dence,  292 ;  her  guardianship  of 
the  Nabob,  323;  yiii.  313;  end 
put  to  her  goyemment,  yiL  324  ; 
allowance  made  to,  325 ;  forgery 
G£a.  letter  from,  356 ;  particulars 
respecting,  yiii.  189 ;  her  connex- 
ions, 190,  318;  administration 
of,  338,  343,  347  ;  her  character, 
347  ;  a  sentimental  lady,  349;  a 
dealer  in  spirits,  ib, 

Munro,  Sir  Hector,  yiiL  400. 

Murtesa  Kbka,  eleyation  of,  yiii. 
288. 

Mustapha  KMn,  impriaonment  of, 
yiiL  142. 

Myrsa  Hyder  AUy,  distress  of,  yiiL 
278. 

Nabob  of  Bengal,  yisits  the  British 
commander-in-chief,  yii.  16;  ex- 
traordinary proposition  of,  ib.; 
compelled  to  abdicate  his  goyem- 
ment, 77  ;  restored  to  it,  82. 

Naib,  the  office  o^  yiii.  37. 

Naticms,  one  law  of,  yiL  121. 

Nizamut,  signification  <^  the  word, 
yiii.  331. 

NoUcissen,  R^jah,  bribe  fit>m,  yii. 
235 ;  sum  disbursed  by,  391, 393 ; 
intrasted  with  the  management  of 
an  important  district,  394;  em- 
ployed in  founding  a  Mahomedan 
college,  yiii.  294. 

Nuddea,  province  of;  yiL  416,  431, 
436. 

Nudjeeye,  or  armed  soldier,  yiii. 
229. 

Nu4jeiye  Khto,  stoppage  of  his 
pension,  yiii.  428. 

Nundcomar,  Rajah,  his  hi|^  rank, 
yiL  83;  his  disappointed  hopes, 
84;  taken  pnsoner  to  Calei:^ta, 
85;  charges  Mr.  Hastings  with 
y  bribery,  &.;  his  great  author-* 
ity,  142;  character  of;  143;  his 
dttclosures  of  peculation,  144; 
charged  with  con^iracy,  145; 
hanged  for  forgery,  146,  151 ; 
yiii.  355 ;  trust  conferred  on,  yii. 
261 ;  his  charge  against  Mr.  Hast* 
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ings,  273 ;  viii.  26, 399 ;  letter  of, 
Tii.  275;  eTidence  of,  ib,;  re- 
fusal of  Mr.  Hastings  to  confront 
him,  279;  pronounced  to  be  a 
wretch,  iBO;  objections  to  his 
political  character,  283 ;  letter  of 
Mnnny  Begnm  in  support  of  his 
OTidenee,  287 ;  impriBOBed  by 
order  of  Mr.  Hastings,  288. 

Nunduloll,  character  of,  yU.  431. 

Nuzzer,  or  tribute  of  acknowledg- 
ment, Tii.  248. 

Officers,  British,  character  giren  of, 
by  Mr.  Hastings,  Tiii.  150. 

Offices,  wholesale  sale  of,  yii.  140. 

Oliyer,  Mr.,  his  corruptions,  Tiii. 
464. 

OoBsaun  Sing,  declared  naib,  fiii. 
38 ;  accusatioiis  of,  68. 

Opinion,  empire  and  law  of,  Tii.  44. 

Oriental  metaphor,  beauties  of,  Tii. 
238. 

Osborne,  Major,  conmiand  giTen 
to,  TiiL  146;  depredations  of, 
149. 

Oude,prince88esof^cruellyimpriBon- 
ed,  TiL  123 ;  money  taken  from  the 
Nabob  of,  396,  415 ;  bribe  from, 
422  \  supposed  intrigues  with  him, 
TiiL  14 ;  proTince  of,  104';  some 
account  of,  106 ;  condition  of  its 
inhabitants,  107 ;  flourishing  state 
o^  109 ;  ascendency  of  Mr.  Hast- 
ings in,  118;  rcTenue  of,  138; 
the  zemindars  of,  140;  rebellion 
m,142;  causes  that  led  to  it,  i6. ; 
ruination  of  the  kingdom  of,  157 ; 
usurpations  in,  178—287 ;  disor- 
ders and  confrision  in,  291. 

Palmer,  Miyor,  viii.  134;  enormous 

salary  giTen  to,  157. 
Parents,  Uieir  Iotc  of  their  children, 

Tiii.  141. 
Paris,  the  parliament  of,  Tiii.  440. 
Pariiamen^  on  the  powers  of,  Tii. 

229 ;  STasion  of  an  act  of,  364. 
Paterson,  Mr.,  his  report  on  the 

state  of  Rnngpore,  TiL  186 ;  his 

appointment  as  commissioner  in 


Bengal,  193;  inquires  into  the 
conduct  of  Debi  Sing,'  194;  his 
reports  thereon,  195 ;  accusations 
against,  197 ;  his  efforts  rendered 
abortiTe,  201 ;  his  pathetic  Me- 
morials, 202. 

Patience,  a  great  Tirtue  in  a  go- 
Temor,  Tiii.  157. 

Patna,  massacre  at,  tU.  81 ;  letter 
from,  376: 

Patronage,  on  the  influence  of,  riiL 
154. 

PeeuUtion,  Tii.  126,  140;  disclo- 
sures of,  144 ;  not  a  military  Tioe, 
Tin.  151. 

Persia,  the  nursery  of  the  Mahome- 
dan  nobility,  Tiii.  108. 

Pescush,  or  fine,  Tii.  170, 172,  248. 

Pigot,  Lord,  goTomor  of  Madras, 
TiL  60. 

Pitt,  Mr.,  policy  of,  Tiii.  498. 

Plassey,  battle  of,  Tii.  60. 

Ponsonby,  Mr.,  character  of,  TiiL 
519;  his  plan  of  parliamentary 
reform,  520. 

Popham,  Colonel,  Tiii.  36 ;  state- 
ipent  of,  229. 

Portland,  Duke  of,  TiL  511,  516. 

Porunda,  treaty  of,  Tiii.  430,  433. 

Power,  on  the  abuse  of,  Tii.  11,  19, 
253 ;  of  the  East  India  Company, 
20;  arbitrary  exercise  of,  96, 
485 ;  TiiL  8,  69,  364 ;  its.^efini- 
tion  by  Mr.  Burke,  99.  >ttl 

Presents,  punishment  for  taking,  tiL 
105;  three  kinds  of,  in  ihe  East, 
248. 

Protestants,  two  kinds  of,  Tiii.  488, 

ProTidence,  dispensations  of,  Tii. 
233. 

ProTincial  Councils,  appointment 
of,  in  India,  TiL  163,  203,  207. 

Prudence,  the  first  of  all  Tirtues,  Tii. 
161. 

Prussia,  king  of,  his  military  ar- 
rangements, TiiL  453. 

Punishments  in.  India,  rii.  498. 

Purling,  Mr.,  an  assertion  of,  Tiii. 
167 ;  eridence  of,  241. 

Pumea,  an  extensiTe  prorince,  Tii. 
176;  rigours  aiui  exactions  in,  f6. 
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Radanaut,  zemindar,  his  testimony 
to  the  character  of  Warren  Hast- 
ings, vii.  238 ;  Tiii.  387 ;  certifi- 
cate 0^  vii.  444. 

Ragonaut  Row,  his  establishment, 
viii.  433. 

Rigahs,  or  princes  of  Hindoostan, 
submit^  to  Tamerlane,  vii.  51 ; 
tiieir  stipulations,  ib, ;  their  influ- 
ential position,  52 ;  asserts  their 
rights,  53. 

Raleigh,  Sir  Walter,  viL  468. 

Ramaraln,  murdered  byCossim  Ally 
Cawn,  vii.  79. 

Records,  public,  their  great  value, 
vii.  37—40. 

Religion,  the  highest  act  of,  vii.  231. 

Ressenda,  villaige  of,  viii.  100. 

Revenge,  definition  of,  vii.  471. 

Revenue,  collection  of,  in  Bengal, 

vii.  226,  227 ;  mode  of  obtaining, 

^r".  ,363;  committee  o^  at  Calcutta, 

'    viu.377,378. 

Revolution  Society,  viii.  474. 

Reynolds,  Sir  Joshua,  works  of,  viii. 
490. 

Ricobad  Chowdry,  vii.  219. 

Robbery,  called  a  fine,  vii.  52. 

Rockingham,  Lady,  charity  of,  viii. 
484. 

Rockingham,  Marquis  of,  his  friend- 
ship for  Mr.  Burke,  vii.  1 — 4 ; 
letters  of  Mr.  Burke  to,  viiL  447 — 
457. 

Rohilla  nation,  sold  to  the  Vizier, 
viii.  428—438. 

Roman  Catholics,  rights  of  the,  viL 
6. 

Romans,  usage  of  the,  vii.  461 . 

Roses,  war  of  the,  vii.  53. 

Roy  Radachumi-  appointment  o^ 
viii.  320. 

Rozannammas,  or  testimonies,  vii. 
446 ;  viii.  386—416. 

Rungpore,  cruelty  and  torture  in, 
vii.  186, 187;  insurrection  in,  192. 

Russia,  her  government  and  man- 
ners, viiL  454. 

Saadit  Ali  Kh&n,  crimination  of, 
ViiL  217,  221,  222. 


St.  John,  Mr.,  vii.  450. 

Salar  Jung,  the  Nabob's  uncle,  viiL 

166. 
Salset,  island  of,  viii.  433. 
Sayer,  Mr.,  his  opinion  concerning 

Mr.  Hastings*  conduct,  viL  316. 
Scott,  Major,  paper  delivered  by,  in 

flavour  of  Mr.  Hastings,  vii.  292  ; 

an  agent  of  Mr.  Hastings's,  376 ; 

interrogation  -  of,    412 ;    records 

kept  in  his  trunk,  viiL  119 — 127, 

131—135,  226—241. 
Seals,  the  three,  story  of  the,  viL  65, 

442—479. 
Sekunderpoor,  pergunnah  of,   viii. 

99. 
Seraglio,  formed  by  Debi  Sing,  vii. 

178. 
Shah  Chanim,  sister  to  the  Nabob 

Mahub  ul  Jung,  viiL  318. 
Share,  Behraum,  the  chief  of  a  tribe, 

viL  112. 
Shawe,  Dr.,  anecdote  related  by, 

vii.  18. 
Shee,  Sir  George,  viii.  489. 
Shelbome  faction,  conduct  of  the, 

viii.  464. 
Shitabroy,  Mr.,  imprisoned,  viL  262 

—293. 
Shore,  Sir  John,  acting  president  of 

the  committee,  vii.  208;    state- 
,  ment  of,  209 ;  minute  of,  viii.  350, 

376,  395. 
Situations}  emolument  from,  vii.  27. 
Smith,  Mr.,  agent  to  Warren  Hast- 
ings, vii.  290. 
SmiUi,  Mr.,  a  solicitor  to  the  East 

India  Company,  viL  310. 
Soil,  properties  in,  viii.  450. 
Son,  a  ^ve  to  his  father,  vii.  216. 
Soubahs,  or  viceroys  of  Bengal,  viL 

54. 
Spies  and  under-agents,  employed  in 

India,  vii.  40 ;  viii.  2. 
Stables,  Mr.,  minute  entered  by,  vii. 

222;    his    account   of   Benares, 

viiL  87 ;  the  friend  and  colleague 

of    Mr.    Hastings,     129,    242; 

evidence  of,  252 ;  on  the  conduct 

of  the  Begums,  253 ;  examination 

of;  254. 
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Sadder  111  Hoe  Kh^,  administra- 
tion oft  vii.  331 ;  office  and  salary 
of,  viii.  334;  supported  by  the 
Governor,  335;  letter  of,  336; 
authority  given  to,  337 ;  treat- 
ment of,  349. 

Suffolk,  Lord,  high  character  of,  vii. 
476. 

Sujah  Dowlah,  Vizier,  prize-money 
proposed  to  be  given  by,  vii.  363 ; 
powers  of,  viii.  8 ;  his  elevation, 
18 ;  tyranny  of,  29 ;  war  with,  46 ; 
restored  to  his  dominions,  88 ; 
character  of,  106 ;  his  immense 
revenue,  109;  his  death,  110, 
295  ;  his  large  family,  ib. ;  treat- 
ment of  his  women  and  children, 
259. 

Sumner,  Mr.,  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil, vii.  250 ;  opinion  of,  viii.  365. 

Surajah  w  Dowlah,  fall  of,  vii.  54 ; 
policy  of,  59  ;  attacks  and  takes 
the  British  fort  at  Calcutta,  ib. 

Susknesser,  pergunnah  of,  viii.  100. 

Swift,  Dr.,  a  rough  satirist,  viii.  350. 

Tamerlane,  his  invasion  of  Hindoos- 
tan,  vii.  50;  submission  of  the 
rajahs  or  princes  to,  51 ;  frees 
the  Hindoos  from  the  capitation- 
tax,  ib. ;  no  barbarian,  52  ;  policy 
pursued  during  his  dynasty,  53 ; 
the  Institutes  of,  108. 

Tanjore,  revenues  of  the  king  of, 
viii  465. 

Tantalus,  entertainment  of,  vii.  320. 

Tavemier,  the  traveller,  vii.  114; 
barbarous  act  related  by,  115, 

Temple,  Lord,  viii.  448. 

Thamas  Kouli  Kh^n,  atrocities  per- 
petrated by,  vii.  54. 

Timour  the  Tartar,  Institutes  of, 
vii.  497. 

Toleration,  Act  of,  viii.  455 ;  ideas 
of,  456. 

Townshend,  Charles,  Esq.,  letter  of 
Mr.  Burke  to,  viii.  451. 

Trade,  its  ruinous  effects  in  Bengal, 
vii.  80. 

Traveller  in  Bengal,  precautions  for 
his  safety,  vii.  48. 
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Tribute,  augmentation  of,  viii.  52, 
Turkey,  frontier  provinces  of,  vii. 

454.  ^ 

Turks,  Emperor  of  the,  vii.  105; 

his  powers  as  a  sovereign,  106. 
Tyranny  in  Rungpore,  vii.  185 ;  the 

nature  of,  186. 

Upton,  Col.,  treaty  made  by,  viii, 

430,  433,  436. 
Vackiels,  agents  or  attorneys,   vii. 

140. 
Vansittart,  Mr.,  vii.  62,  63,  74,  75  ; 

President  of  Bengal,  80. 
Vattel,  on  the  breach  of  agreements, 

viii.  10. 
Verelst.  Governor,  integrity  of,  vii. 

90,385. 
Verrine  Orations,  instruction  derived 

from  the,  viii.  407. 
Verulam,  Lord,  vii.  467. 
Virgins,  violation  of,  vii.  189. 

Wallar  Jau,  Nabob,  usurpation  of 

his  rights,  viii.  113. 
War,  calamities  of,  viii.  46$. 
Watts,  Hugh,  vii.  69. 
WealUi,  enormous,   brought    from 

India,  vii.  17. 
Westminster  School,  a  noble  semi- 
nary, vH.  120, 121. 
Wheler,  Mr.,  his  death,  vii.  163; 

authority  of,  viii.  32;  his  letter 

on  the  conduct  of  the  Begums,  253. 
Whigs,  the  old  and  the  new,  vii.  5. 
Widow,  her  inheritance  seized,  vii. 

221. 
Wilkes,  Mr.,  promise  of,  viii.  463. 
Williams,  Captain,  orders  Mustapha 

Kh^  to  be  beheaded,  viii.  143 ; 

statement  of,  231 ;  charges  against, 

232. 
Wilmot,  Mr.,  committee  of,  viii. 

483. 
Windham,  Mr.,  eloquent  speech  of, 

viu.  508. 
Wisdom,  always  practical,  vii.  1. 
Wives,  number  of,  in  the  East,  viii. 

110, 
Wombwell,  Mr.,  evidence  of,  viiL 

241. 
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Women,  inhuman  cra^tMS  towaids, 

Tu.  190. 
Woodford,  Captain,  letter  of  Mr. 

Burke  to,  viii.  475. 
World,  it8  enlightened  state,  through 

the  Christian  religion,  yii.  58. 

Yatibar-Ali-Khftn,  minister  of  Mun- 
ny  Begum,  viL  332 ;  proceedings 
of,  viii.  336. 

Young,  Arthur,  Esq.,  letter  of  Mr. 
Burke  to,  viii.  449. 


Zemindars,  thrown  into  prisqp  by 
Debt  Sing,  vii.  181 ;  mostly  wo- 
men in  that  country,  182 ;  fllgiht 
of  the,  183 ;  their  extent  and 
power  in  India,  219. 

Zenana,  or  apartment  for  wives,  vii. 
440. 

Zeteram  O'  Dowla,  the  Nabob's  un- 
cle, Tii.  267  ;  alleged  forgery  of  a 
letter  from,  357,  352.  . 
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